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Proposal Document – Coventry and Nuneaton BRMA 
Review 
 
1.0 Proposal  
 
1.1 To amend the existing Coventry BRMA to the south western boundary 

to include the linear residential development of Burton Green. 
 
1.2 To amalgamate the south and western parts of the existing Nuneaton 

and Hinckley BRMA to include Nuneaton, Bedworth, Bulkington, 
Atherstone, and further north to the village of Shackerstone.   

 
1.3 To include from the Mid Staffs BRMA the villages of Twycross and 

Orton on the Hill. 
 
1.4 To amend from the existing Nuneaton and Hinckley BRMA the village 

of Maxstoke and surrounding rural countryside; this area associated 
with Coleshill, to be included in the Birmingham BRMA and to be the 
subject to full review in due course. 

 
1.5 To include a small area from the Leicester and Surrounds BRMA   

south of the village of Snarestone, thereby altering the boundary to 
follow the local authority dividing line.  

 
1.6 Hinckley,  Market Bosworth,  Earl Shilton, and the area north of the A5 

within the existing Nuneaton and Hinckley BRMA to be included with 
the Leicester and Surrounds BRMA and to be the subject to full review 
in due course. 

 
2.0 Map of existing BRMA 
 
2.1 See Fig.1. 
 
3.0 Maps of existing BRMAs with proposed changes overlaid 
 
3.1 For proposed Coventry and Nuneaton BRMA overlaid to existing 

Coventry, and Nuneaton & Hinckley BRMAs see Fig.2. 
 
3.2 For proposed Coventry and Nuneaton BRMA overlaid to existing 

Coventry, and Warwickshire South BRMAs see Fig 3.  
 
3.3 Clarification of changes to northern boundary of Warwickshire South 

BRMA see Fig 4. 
 
4.0 Overview of the proposed BRMA 
 
4.1 Coventry in the south of the BRMA is a major city towards the eastern 

side of the West Midlands. Rail services run north to south, and east to 
west through Coventry, with journeys of just over an hour to London 
and half an hour to Birmingham. Coventry is easily accessible by road 
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being situated where the A45 and A46 intersect and lying just south of 
the M6. Coventry also has its own airport. The A444 runs from 
Twycross in the north of the BRMA through Nuneaton and bypasses 
Bedworth both situated between the M6 and the A5 just north of 
Coventry.  Atherstone is home to North Warwickshire Borough Council 
which also covers Hartshill on the outskirts of Nuneaton. The 
remainder of the BRMA is rural particularly around Twycross in 
Leicestershire to the north. 

 
4.2 This BRMA is broad, being approximately 23 miles in length and 14 

miles wide. From Coventry to Nuneaton is 9.4 miles, and Nuneaton to 
Atherstone is 5.9 miles, and Nuneaton to Twycross is 9.6 miles. 

 
4.3 The BRMA is easily accessible to the motorway networks of the M6, 

M69, M42 and the M1 
 
5.0 Legislation - Rent Officers (Housing Benefit Functions) Amendment 

(No.2) Order 2008. 
 
5.1 A Broad Rental Market Area is an area ‘within which a person could 

reasonably be expected to live having regard to facilities and services 
for the purposes of health, education, recreation, personal banking and 
shopping, taking account of the distance of travel, by public and private 
transport, to and from those facilities and services.’ 

 
5.2 A BRMA must contain ‘residential premises of a variety of types, 

including such premises held on a variety of tenures’, plus ‘sufficient 
privately rented residential premises, to ensure that, in the rent officer’s 
opinion, the LHA (LRR) for the area is representative of the rents that a 
landlord might reasonably be expected to obtain in that area’.    

 
6.0 Identification of facilities and services 
 
6.1 I have plotted the facilities and services on a map, which can be seen 

at Fig. 5 (Health, Education, Recreation, Banking and Shopping are 
referred to as HERBS in this report). 

 
6.2 The Coventry and Nuneaton map indicates that the main clusters of 

HERBS are linked from Coventry, through Bedworth and to Nuneaton, 
in and around the urban areas. Local facilities and services are also 
provided for in the market town of Atherstone. 

 
6.3 Primary Care health services within the proposed BRMA are in the 

main co-ordinated by Warwickshire PCT and Coventry Teaching PCT. 
The hospitals within the BRMA are managed by the George Eliot 
Hospital NHS Trust and the University Hospitals Coventry and 
Warwickshire NHS Trust. Both hospitals are accessed by residents 
from Coventry and Nuneaton each providing full accident and 
emergency services. 
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6.4 Education services within the BRMA are co-ordinated by the 
Warwickshire Local Education Authority (LEA) and Coventry LEA. The 
Warwickshire Council supports 197 primary schools and 37 secondary 
schools. The council also maintains 10 special schools and 1 pupil 
referral unit.  Coventry LEA supports 86 primary schools, 19 secondary 
schools, 11 special schools, and 3 pupil referral units.  Post 16 
education is available within some secondary schools within the 
BRMA. The University of Warwick and the University of Coventry are 
included within the BRMA. 

 
6.5 Within the Coventry and Nuneaton BRMA a wide range of recreational 

activities and facilities can be enjoyed; Coventry Crusaders British 
basketball team, Coventry Blaze ice hockey team and Coventry rugby 
club are some of the attractions. There are several golf courses, and 
the zoo at Twycross. Together with the Nuneaton and Bedworth 
Leisure Trust members of the community have access to several 
sports and leisure centres with swimming and fitness facilities, 
including martial arts, badminton, table tennis, basketball, squash, 
gymnasium and cricket.  

 
6.6 Banking services can be found throughout the BRMA, with major high 

street banks and building societies present in Coventry and a number 
of towns and villages including Nuneaton, Atherstone, Foleshill and 
Bedworth. Post offices are widespread throughout the BRMA as are 
ATM’s. 

 
6.7 Coventry city centre is the main provider of high street retailers and 

shopping malls. The Lower Precinct Shopping Centre houses many 
well-known fashion retailers including Next, Boots, Faith, New Look 
and Carphone Warehouse. Additional retailing is located at Smithford 
Way and Corporation Street where there is a representation of 
independent retailers who offer more specialised facilities. Nuneaton 
town centre has the Ropewalk shopping centre which is represented by 
retailers such as BHS, Marks & Spencers and TK Maxx. In the 
convenience sector there is a wide selection of national supermarkets 
and smaller convenience stores together with electrical and furniture 
stores throughout the BRMA. 

 
7.0 Access to facilities and services 
 
7.1 The proposed Coventry and Nuneaton BRMA map (Fig. 2) indicates 

that Coventry is easily accessible from Nuneaton, 9.6 miles to the north 
by the A444. Rail services are available hourly from Nuneaton stopping 
also at Bedworth, the journey taking just 20 mins. Buses run from 
Nuneaton to Coventry too, a good service running every 10 minutes. 
Nuneaton and Bedworth have easy access to the Ricoh Stadium and 
retail Park at Longford. 

 
7.2 Nuneaton can be accessed from Atherstone less than 6 miles to the 

North West on the A5 by car in approximately 10 minutes, 24 minutes 
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by bus with a frequent service every 20 minutes, and 6 minutes by train 
on an hourly service. 

 
7.3 Twycross again on the A444 in the north of the BRMA is less than 10 

miles from Nuneaton; this journey can be made in 13 minutes by road.    
 
7.4 The A47 and M69 provide quick and easy access from Hinckley, Earl 

Shilton, and surrounding villages, to Fosse Park and Leicester City 
centre. Hinckley is in Leicestershire, in the East Midlands. It falls within 
the Leicestershire Local Education Authority, and also the 
Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust. This area has 
therefore been excluded from the proposed Coventry and Nuneaton 
BRMA as access to facilities and services in Leicester are considered 
more reasonable than travelling to Coventry.  (see also Fig. 6) 

 
7.5 In summary; the maps and table at Fig. 7 lead me to conclude that the 

distances and times of travel are reasonable in respect of access to the 
facilities and services within the proposed BRMA. 

 
8.0 Variety of property types and tenures 
 
8.1 The table at Fig. 8 shows a breakdown of property types and tenures in 

the proposed BRMA. 
 
8.2 Within the property type section of the table it can be seen there are 

substantially more houses and bungalows than flats, a greater number 
of which are semi-detached and terrace. Of flats, maisonette and/or 
apartments, the majority are within the ‘Purpose-Built’ category.  

 
8.3 Within the household tenure section of the table it can be seen there 

are a greater number of owner occupied properties, but social and 
privately rented accounts for some 26% of total. 

 
8.4 In summary, the tables lead me to conclude that there is a variety of 

property types and tenures in the proposed BRMA. 
 
9.0 Sufficient privately rented premises 
 
9.1 The table at Fig. 8 shows a total of 16,387 numbers of privately rented 

premises in the proposed BRMA. 
 
9.2 In accordance with our published guidance, we expect to collect 10 to 

15% of lettings in the private rented sector market.  In this case we 
would have between 1639 number and 2458 number pieces of lettings 
information to include on our list of rents.  I consider this amount to be 
sufficient to enable me to ensure that the LHA (LRR) for the area is 
representative of the rents that a landlord might reasonably be 
expected to obtain in the proposed BRMA. 
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R K Harding 
Review Manager 
Date 09/06/09 


