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About this Guide 
 
 
North Warwickshire is a rural area with distinctive villages, and small towns.  There is also a 
variety of different housing types, ranging from terraced streets, to inter-war estates and 
more modern higher density residential areas.  Each planning application that is submitted 
for a householder development will have an impact.  This will be on the property itself, its 
neighbours and finally on the overall appearance of the area. 
 
The purpose of this Guide is to show how these impacts can be lessened through good 
design, so that new development will make a positive contribution to the environment, rather 
than detracting from its surroundings.  In this way the local character and distinctiveness of 
our communities can be enhanced through good quality development. 
 
It will show:- 
 
• how new household developments can be better integrated into their surrounding area; 
 
• how a good standard of amenity can be achieved; 
 
• how to protect the amenity of existing and neighbouring properties; 
 
• how to encourage good design, and where appropriate 
 
• how particular detailing can respect and reinforce local character. 
 
This Guide is intended for practical use.  It offers guidance and advice, by outlining some 
main principles.  The guidance and advice will be taken into account as a material 
consideration in the determination of planning applications.  There may well be 
circumstances when the advice and guidance here cannot, or should not be followed.  In 
these cases clear reasons will have to be given to justify that particular stance. 
 
Whilst the advice and illustrations in the Guide have been adopted by the Council in 
September 2003, it has also been endorsed by other groups.  Consultations have taken 
place with all of the Parish and Town Councils in North Warwickshire, as well as the three 
Civic Societies and a selection of agents and architects that regularly use the service and 
submit applications to us on behalf of local residents.  Alterations to the Guidance have been 
made as a consequence of representations received. 
 
The planning control service will improve the quality of the built development in North 
Warwickshire as a consequence of this Guide.  Its use on a day to day basis in amending 
and altering initial proposals will be seen as a measure of the service in adding quality to the 
built environment. 
 
This Guide will be regularly reviewed. 
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1 Introduction 

 
1.1 When you decide to do some work to your property, then the two most important 

things that you want from the Council are: 
 

• sound advice as to what is likely to get a planning approval, and 
 

• a quick decision, so that you can get on with the work. 
 
1.2 What your proposals look like and what impact they may have on your 

neighbourhood will be dealt with by the planning application.  It is almost certain too, 
that you will require a Building Regulation approval for your proposals.  The Building 
Regulations deal with the construction of your works.  It makes a lot of sense if they 
can be dealt with together and the two applications submitted at the same time.  It 
can save time and money to do so.  

 
 
1.3 This Guide will concentrate on the majority of planning applications that are received 

by the Council.  These are for improvements, extensions and alterations to private 
houses.  We call these householder applications.  Even though they are often quite 
small developments, they can affect the appearance of the local area, and they often 
will have an impact on adjoining property. 

 
1.4 We think that this Guide will help improve the overall quality of these developments 

because we can: 
 

• use it before you submit an application.  Often, you will have some idea of what you 
want to do, which you probably will have discussed with a builder or architect.  
Ideally, now is the time to talk to us too.  Early discussions, before an application is 
sent in, can iron out many matters or likely problems.  The application therefore, 
when it is submitted should stand a better chance of approval, and be dealt with 
more quickly. 

 
• involve our colleagues from the Building Control section.  It is a waste of resources if 

you design a house extension that cannot be constructed safely.  Remember too that 
site drainage conditions and the proximity of trees for example can limit the nature of 
your proposals.  These potential problems can be identified at an early stage if we 
involve the Building Control officers now. 

 
• identify particular concerns and potential problems at this early stage.  Your 

neighbours and the Parish or Town Council are automatically notified of your 
planning application.  From experience we can advise as to the likely concerns that 
might arise.  We can perhaps alleviate them before an application comes in. 

 
• provide different ideas and thoughts as to how a proposal can be put together so that 

it can be more distinctive.  In particular we can address matters of detail that can add 
to the overall scheme, and thus reflect local characteristics. 

 
• give you the wider picture so that proposals are more likely to “fit-in” with the local 

area.  Very often, applicants are just concerned with their own proposals and do not 
see them in relation to their neighbour's viewpoint.  We can provide that wider 
perspective. 

 
• let you know if particular attention is needed because your premises are a Listed 

Building, or in a Conservation Area.  Proposals in these instances do require 
particularly detailed attention.  Early contact with the Planning Division can explain 
these matters and assist you. 
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1.5 This Guide is a starting point, and it should enable us to help you achieve your 

proposals more quickly, and to provide a quality development when it is finished that 
is in keeping with the area.  

 
1.6 Please remember:- 
 

• Discuss your proposals with us before you submit your application; 
 
• Always try and use a qualified architect or technician to draw up your plans for you; 
 
• Check with us to ensure that you actually need to submit a planning application in the 

first place, and to see what other permissions you may need – particularly under the 
Building Regulations. 

 
• Submit Planning Applications and Building Regulation Applications together. 
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2 House Extensions 
 
  a) Introduction 
 

2.1 When considering planning applications for extensions, the Council will look at three 
main issues:- 

 
• The design in relation to your existing house, 

 
• The effect on the character or appearance of the area, and 

 
• The impact on the amenities of your neighbours. 

 
2.2 So, when you are drawing up proposals for your extension you should think about the 

following:- 
 

• Look at the character of your existing house.  Is it a Victorian terrace, an inter war 
semi, a cottage or a modern house?  Whatever type it is, what materials have been 
used, what is the shape of the roof, its size, the proportion of windows and doors, 
and are there any particular design details such as decorative brickwork or use of 
different materials?  All of this should be taken into account when you begin to think 
about how you are to design your extension. 

 
• Look at the appearance of the area where you live.  What is the setting?  Is it a 

modern estate, or is there just a scatter of other cottages?  Is there a lot of space 
between the houses?  Are they the same type and of the same appearance, or very 
different?  Try to imagine what your extension might look like from your back garden, 
from across the road, and approaching the house from along the access road.  How 
will it fit into the surrounding environment?  Corner properties in particular need 
careful consideration because of their prominence. 

 
• Look at the position of your house in relation to your neighbours, and consider how 

an extension might affect their outlook and privacy.  The position of windows, the size 
of the extension, and how far it extends from the house will be important.  Are there 
differences in levels that might worsen problems of overlooking?  Where are the 
windows and private areas on your neighbour’s property?  You should not forget 
houses that back onto you as well as your neighbour’s. 

 
2.3 It is always worthwhile asking yourself, whether you would be happy if your 

neighbour did what you are proposing to do to his property.  Approach your 
neighbours too if appropriate, and talk to them. 
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 b) The Scale of the Extension 
 
2.4 Overlarge extensions can dominate a property, and can have a very harmful impact 

on the appearance of the original house, those next to it, and the character of the 
surrounding area.  Extensions should be smaller and less apparent than the original 
building.  This has the benefit of ensuring that the extension respects the original 
house, and does not appear as an unrelated addition.  Here are two bad examples. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2.6 Extensions on corner plots can be particularly prominent.  They should be designed 

to respect the character of the surrounding area and not become a dominant feature 
in the street.  

2.5 Much better development can be achieved by:- 
 

• Keeping the height of the extension below that of the original ridgeline. 
 

• Setting the extension back slightly from the main elevation. 
 

• Wrapping extensions around an existing house rather than just extending in one
direction. 

 
• Not introducing different roof patterns or shapes on the extension. 

 
• Not introducing completely different detailing on the extension. 

 
• Flat roof extensions are generally unacceptable in all cases. 
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2.8 Large extensions, particularly at the rear of property, can have a noticeable impact 

on the amenities of neighbours.  There can be an overbearing effect, or loss of 
privacy where main windows face onto extensions, particularly at first floor level, or 
where the extension itself contains many new openings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.10 The smaller the property then the more difficult it becomes to produce an extension 

that provides the required additional accommodation but which meets the principles 
outlined here.  This is particularly the case with terraces, small cottages and 
bungalows.  It may not be appropriate to extend this type of property by any great 
degree. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.12 Side extensions can be an effective way of providing garage space or more living 

accommodation.  Being visible to the public though, they can have a noticeable effect 
on the character of a street.  Care needs to be taken to ensure that they respect the 
appearance of the original house. 

 
2.13 Additionally they can result in the loss of car parking or garaging space.  This can 

lead to on-street parking which could cause a danger.  Surfacing of the front garden 
to provide additional or replacement space can spoil the appearance of an area, but 
may be an inevitable consequence.  Space should always be left in front of garages 
to enable a car to park clear of the highway and pavement. 

 
2.14 Two storey side extensions can greatly change the character of a street by linking 

together semi-detached or detached houses to create a terracing effect. 

2.7 In particular think about:- 
 

• Wrapping the extension around the corner. 
 

• Reducing the impact by looking at the roof design. 
 

• Introducing features such as decorative brickwork onto a blank wall. 
 

• Screening the extension with fences, walls or new hedgerows. 
 

2.9 In particular there is a need to think about: 
 

• the proximity of windows and openings on neighbour’s property. 
 

• the aspect of the extension – is it north or south facing? 
 

• the number of openings needed in the extension. 

2.11 For smaller properties therefore: 
 

• only smaller extensions may be appropriate 
 

• greater use could be made of the roof space 
 

• internal alterations may result in more useable space. 
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c) Overlooking and Privacy 
 
2.16 Neighbouring occupiers are entitled to a reasonable level of privacy.  House 

extensions can have the effect of reducing privacy.  Special care should be taken 
with the position of windows, particularly those that face sideways, and those to 
upper floors.  Conservatories close to boundaries can result in poor levels of privacy 
for both parties.  Balconies too can cause severe problems of overlooking especially 
where they are close to other houses and garden areas. 

 
2.17 Some bad examples are illustrated below: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2.15 Particular attention therefore needs to be given to:- 
 

• Side extensions should incorporate pitched roofs to complement the original house.
Hipped roofs may be less intrusive in terms of scale. 

 
• They should not result in additional on street parking where that would be a danger.
 
• As a general guide a maximum of 5.5 metres length of parking space should be

provided between any garage and the highway. 
 
• Hardstandings may be needed for additional or replacement car parking to reduce

the incidence of on-street parking. 
 
• Two storey extensions, which if repeated on neighbouring houses would create a

terracing effect should ideally be sited so as to have a gap between the side
boundary with the neighbouring house, should be designed so as to be set back
from the main elevation, or so as to have a lower ridgeline. 



 

 
GuideforHouseholderDevelopments -8-

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 d) Daylight and Sunlight 
 
2.19 All house extensions will cast a shadow.  The greater the size of the extension and 

the nearer it is to its neighbour, then the greater that shadowing effect will be.  
Reduced levels of daylight and sunlight within rooms, gardens, and the associated 
loss of outlook or overbearing effect, can create a poorer living environment for 
neighbours.  Extensions should be kept to a size which do not cause unacceptable 
overshadowing of neighbouring property. 

 
2.20 Some form of single storey rear extension will nearly always be acceptable.  The 

length of the extension will however, be limited to the proximity to windows in 
habitable rooms in a neighbour’s house.  Basically the shorter the extension, the less 
the impact on your neighbour’s outlook. 

 
2.21 Two storey rear extensions are more problematic as they are larger, and are more 

likely to have an overbearing impact.  They will be more acceptable if they are set 
away from the common boundary, or where there are gaps between houses.  In 
addition, the same principle applies as in paragraph 5.20; the shorter the extension 
the less the impact is likely to be. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.23 This guidance is perhaps better illustrated than described in writing. 
 
 For rear extensions: 
 

 
 

2.22 The following guidance should be followed: 
 

• rear extensions, whether single or two storey, should not project beyond a line drawn
at 45o from the middle of any ground or first floor rear facing window to a habitable
room in the neighbouring house.  A habitable room is any room except for
toilets/bathrooms, en suites, landings, hallways, stair wells and storerooms. 

2.18 Particular attention needs to be given to:- 
 

• Windows to habitable rooms should preferably not allow unrestricted views into a
neighbour’s property or another house.  Alternative locations should be looked at. 

 
• Conservatories sited adjacent to a boundary with a neighbour should have a solid

side, or be obscure glazed, or be screened by a wall or fence. 
 
• Balconies should only be included where there is no loss of privacy to neighbours. 

 

Neighbour Neighbour 
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 d) Design Features 
 
2.24 Poorly designed extensions will always look out of place with the original house, and 

spoil the appearance of the surrounding area.  Extensions that are well designed will 
respect the main design features of the house – its overall shape, its elevational 
detail, and the materials used.  If the main design features are reflected in the 
extension then it will be in keeping.  In some cases that might only be to match 
materials or window design.  In others it will be to include decorative brickwork or the 
use of different bricks and the use of eaves detailing.  In some cases it may not be 
possible to obtain matching materials.  To avoid an unattractive “join” then the 
extension should be set back from the main walls of the house so that it does not 
detract from the overall appearance.  Two bad examples are illustrated below. 

 

 
 
 
2.25 Having arrived at a sympathetic form for the extension, it is important that the details 

of doors, windows and other features blend in with the original house.  The level of 
detail can be very important in providing a quality development, and also in reflecting 
the local characteristics of the area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.26 Attention should be paid to the following where appropriate:- 
 

• The proportion and design of the windows. 
 

• The scale of the glazing bars and the materials used. 
 

• The incorporation of sills and lintels. 
 

• Decorative brick details, ridge tiles on patterned roof tiles. 
 

• Eaves details. 
 

• Chimney and chimney pots. 
 

• Door openings and their design. 
 

• Recessed openings. 
 

• The materials used. 
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2.27 As indicated earlier in this Guide, North Warwickshire has a variety of different 

settlement types and housing designs.  It is thus important that the distinctive 
character and appearance of this variety is reflected in all new developments.  The 
attention to the kind of detail mentioned above is well worth that extra effort to 
produce a quality design that truly reflects the character and setting of the existing 
house.  In some settlements this character will be formally recognised in a Village 
Design Statement.  These can help to give you a clear idea of good quality design. 

 
 e) Extensions to Residential Property in Rural Areas 
 
2.28 Not all of North Warwickshire’s housing is in recognised settlements, whether towns 

or villages.  There are many isolated and dispersed houses and small hamlets.  
Special care needs to be taken to protect open countryside, and the rural character 
and appearance of much of the Borough.  Over-large and poorly designed 
extensions and outbuildings can diminish the openness and attractiveness of the 
countryside.  They can also stand out far more if the house is isolated.  Hence 
particular care and attention needs to be paid to houses outside of recognised 
settlements.  Many of these properties are appropriately sited within a local setting, 
and may too display individual or traditional detailing which needs to be recognised in 
any extension proposals.  In many cases they need to be treated individually.  Too 
often, small cottages are “improved” or “modernised” such that there is very little left 
of the original, or its traditional design. 

 
2.29 Large tracts of the Borough are also designated as being within a Special Landscape 

Area.  Here all new development should enhance the quality and character of the 
landscape.  Also almost half of the Borough has Green Belt status.  Both of these 
designations mean that extra care has to be paid to all proposals for extensions to 
houses in the countryside.  The general principles outlined earlier will need particular 
attention. 

 
2.30 There is a general assumption too that because house densities are lower in rural 

areas, then overlooking and the loss of privacy is less of an issue.  This is not the 
case.  All property should respect its neighbours and all residents should expect to 
enjoy reasonable standards of privacy.  The existing character of these areas is of 
lower density and there is generally more open space around houses.  Hence even a 
small or minor extension may change that character or existing amenity even if the 
extension might meet all of the guidance and advice advocated in the Guide.  All 
extensions need to respect the setting of neighbouring property.  

 
2.31 The Government has published strong guidelines on what is appropriate and what is 

not appropriate development in the Green Belt.  This advice also refers to extensions 
to houses.  This states that where extensions to houses within the Green Belt are 
“disproportionate” over and above the original house, then they will be deemed to be 
inappropriate development, with the presumption that planning permission will be 
refused.   

 
2.32 This is a very useful principle and it will be applied to all planning applications for 

householder extensions in areas outside of settlement boundaries throughout North 
Warwickshire. 

 
2.33 It is important to determine what may or may not be disproportionate. 
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2.34 The following will be taken into account: 
 
• The size of the original house, not what is there now.  The original house in planning

terms is that which existed on 1 July 1948, or if more recent, as originally built under
a planning permission.  It does not include any detached garages or outbuildings and
no subsequent extensions. 

 
• As a general rule, the volume of the extension, together with all existing extensions

should not exceed 30% of the volume of the original house. 
 
• All extensions should be subordinate to the original house.  Extensions therefore

should be of a design that wholly reflects that of the existing, without introducing
elements that make it appear as a new dwelling. 

 
• The Setting.  If a residential property is sited within a group of other houses or

buildings, then a larger extension may be permitted if the openness of the area is not
adversely affected.  
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3. Dormers and Roof Alterations 
 

3.1 Dormer windows and roof extensions have a noticeable impact on the appearance of 
a house and on the street scene because of their prominent position.  They are 
clearly needed in order to provide light and ventilation to roof space so that extra 
accommodation can be provided.  This alternative way of adding accommodation 
may preclude the need for ground floor extensions.  They are particularly popular in 
terraced areas and for bungalows.  However, they do have a problem in that they can 
make a house look “top-heavy” and completely spoil the scale of the property.  It will 
not normally be acceptable for dormers or roof extensions to exceed the height of the 
ridge as they will then dominate or overpower the property.  Some bad examples are 
illustrated here. 

 
 

 
 
 
3.2 Dormers should be designed so as to be subordinate to the original roof of the 

house, retaining a significant proportion of the original roof intact around it.  Ideally 
they should be located on the rear roof slope where they will be less ready visible to 
the public at large.  However, care should then be taken with potential overlooking.  
Some front dormers would be appropriate where they are suited to a house type or 
where they are similar features in the local area.  Some good examples are 
illustrated below. 
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3.3 In particular therefore: 
 

• Dormers and roof extensions should be subordinate to the existing roof. 
 
• They should not exceed the ridgeline, and 
 
• They should retain a significant proportion of the original roof intact. 
 
• They should preferably be on a rear roof slope. 
 
• They should have roof pitches to match those that are on the existing roof. 
 
• Their sides should be constructed in matching materials. 
 
• Their appearance should reflect the character of the surrounding area, or any particular

individual characteristics on existing dormer windows. 
 
• Roof lights should generally be fitted so that they are “flush” with the plane of the roof

and do not protrude above that plane. 
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4 Outbuildings 

 

 4.1 Garages, sheds, and other outbuildings can have a similar impact on the amenities of 
neighbours as other extensions, and thus they need to be treated with care as all 
other residential works.  They are no less important.  If they are to be attached to the 
house then the principles outlined in the extensions section will be appropriate.  If 
not, then they are best sited as inconspicuously as possible, and so as not to have a 
harmful effect on neighbours.  They should not form an over-dominant feature from 
neighbouring houses or garden areas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.3 In all rural areas, new outbuildings need careful consideration.  They can be 
far more prominent, and taken together they can alter the appearance and 
setting of a particular location gaining it far more of an urban character.  If this 
happens, then planning permission may not be forthcoming. 

4.2 Particular areas of concern, and pointers for good design would include:- 

• When a garage is prominent, think about dividing up a large double frontage with two
vertical doors, or place a pillar between two doors. 

 
• Summer houses, garden sheds, gazebos and patios and barbecue areas can be

heavily used at times.  They can cause disturbance and loss of amenity and privacy.
Their location is important and particularly their orientation. 

 
• Hard surfacing such as wooden decking and gravel areas can be noisy if used

heavily.  Think about their location and proximity to the more private areas of
adjacent property. 
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5. Boundary Treatments 

 
 5.1 Most walls and fences at the rear of residential property will not require the 

submission of a planning application.  However, they can have an overshadowing 
impact over a considerable area of the neighbour’s garden.  They can also look very 
intrusive.  Consideration should be given to breaking up a long length of a boundary 
with different materials, different heights, the tallest being where most privacy is 
needed, or with a combination of lower walls and taller planting. 

 
 5.2 Care needs to be taken with the setting.  In rural areas then wooden fences and 

planting are more appropriate than the more solid brick walls usually associated with 
towns.  Even in towns and villages, combinations of walls, with different heights, 
interspersed with railings and fences, together with good shrub planting can have a 
far more pleasing impact. 

 
5.3 Frontage boundary treatments can lead to difficulties.  Where a residential area 

essentially has open front gardens, then it is unlikely that new walls and fences would 
be permitted in order to retain that character.  Walls and fences can reduce visibility 
for drivers too, so alternatives need to be considered.  Good planting schemes can 
look better and enhance the property as a whole. 

 
5.4 When frontage treatments are appropriate then often a cue can be taken from local 

characteristics or designs already in existence – eg low brick walls; combinations of 
walls, railings and planting, or wooden treatments such as paling fences and ranch 
type fences.  If replacements are being considered, the impact on the appearance of 
the area is a factor that needs to be balanced against any increased security that 
might be obtained.  Design and appearance should be given more weight in 
particular areas where they dominate the character of that area.  

 
5.6 Particular problems can arise on more modern estates where the original 

development allowed for open frontages.  As part of the overall layout, often fences 
were constructed behind frontage amenity planted areas in order to retain a sense of 
openness.  This is particularly common on corner properties.  Although the amenity 
land is in the private ownership of the householder, it is outside of their garden which 
is usually marked by the fence.  In general, it is unlikely that permission will be 
granted in order to move these fences or walls forward so as to incorporate this land 
within the garden.  This reduces the overall openness of the estates and lessens the 
amount of green and planted space that is publicly visible as the amenity of that 
estate. 
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6. Minor Works 
 
6.1 Quite a lot of development can be undertaken to your property without the need to 

submit a planning application.  Some of the more common developments would 
include security lighting, some garden works, new pergolas and installing double-
glazing.  However, do not forget that the Building Regulations may still apply.  It is 
always advisable to seek guidance before undertaking such works if you have any 
doubts, and perhaps too, letting your neighbours know of your proposals. 

 
6.2 The most common developments which do require planning applications, but which 

may be considered to be minor works in comparison to new extensions, are new 
accesses as onto classified roads, and the installation of satellite dishes. 

 
6.3 There are permitted development rights associated with the construction of a new 

access.  This is taken in this context to be the dropping of the kerb at the roadside to 
create access for a vehicle onto your property.  If the road is a “classified” or a 
“Trunk” road then you do need a planning application.  If not, then you do not.  Once 
you have established the category of the road from either the Borough Council or the 
County Council, then you need to discuss your proposals with the County Council not 
the Borough Council.  It is the Highway Authority.  You should contact the County 
Divisional Office in Coleshill Heath Road, Coleshill, B46 3HL Tel:  01675 463833.  
Once you have established that you need a planning application and that the County 
agrees to your scheme, you can submit that application to the Borough Council.  If 
you do not require a planning application, because the road is unclassified, you will 
still need the agreement of the County Council to undertake works in the highway.  
Always contact the County Council for any proposals to works including the highway 
first, before contacting the Borough Council. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.5 When satellite installations came onto the market, the planning regulations had to be 

amended to take account of their introduction.  As the technology has advanced, 
then the regulations too have had to change.  The majority of satellite installations do 
not require planning applications.  The key areas as to whether they do will often 
depend on the size of their diameter, whether there are existing installations on the 
property, and whether it is to be at front or the rear.  It is unusual nowadays for a new 
dish or installation to require a planning application.  It is however worthwhile 
checking. 

6.4 If a planning application is needed for your new access, then the main issues will be:-
 

• the visibility available at the access 
 

• whether you can park a car on your land without it overhanging the highway 
 

• whether you can enter the highway in a forward direction. 
 
 Much will depend upon:- 
 
• the nature of the road – eg a cul-de-sac or a main distributor 

 
• the speed limits 

 
• the amount of traffic on that road 

 
• what type of area it is – eg rural or residential. 
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7. Conservation Areas and Listed Buildings 
 
7.1 Some parts of North Warwickshire are designated Conservation Areas.  Likewise, 

some houses have special architectural features or historic associations such that 
they have Listed Building status.  In all such cases, stricter controls apply in order to 
preserve, protect or enhance their setting and their special character. 

 
7.2 This Guide does not attempt to offer specific guidance for new householder 

proposals in Conservation Areas or for Listed Buildings.  Needless to say the same 
general principles outlined in the Guide will apply, but more weight is given to the 
controls over these proposals, and the detail becomes more specific and important.  
If your house is a Listed Building or in a Conservation Area, you are strongly advised 
to discuss any proposals whether internal or external with the Council’s planning staff 
before making any planning applications. 

 
7.3 The Council employs a Conservation Architect and appointments can be made in 

order to discuss new proposals.  A complete list of our Conservation Areas and 
Listed Buildings can be viewed in the Planning Division or directly on the website. 
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8. What Else Do I Need to Know? 

 

  The Building Regulations 
 
 8.1 As indicated in the Introduction, most building works need to comply with the Building 

Regulations, whether or not a planning application is necessary.  The Regulations 
are there to ensure that your house will be constructed safely, and fit to live in.  Very 
often your proposals may have to be amended to meet some of the Regulations and 
thus it is important that when you set out on this path to improve your home, you 
contact this section.  You can then deal with everything in one go, and submit all the 
applications needed together.  For advice and help on the Building Regulations, and 
inspections whilst work is in progress you should contact the Council’s Building 
Control section on: 

 
  01827 719493   (‘phone);  01827 719363 (fax) 
  buildingcontrol@northwarks.gov.uk (e-mail) 
  www.buildingcontrol@northwarks.gov.uk (website)  
 
  Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas 
 
 8.2 Even if you require a planning permission for works, you will also need a separate 

Listed Building Consent, and perhaps also a separate Conservation Area Consent if 
your home is a Listed Building or in a Conservation Area.  Even if the proposed 
works might not require a planning application you almost certainly will require a 
Listed Building Consent.  You should contact us at a very early stage.  The Council’s 
Planning Control Section can be found on: 

 
  01827 719434 (‘phone);   01827 719363 (fax) 
  planningcontrol@northwarks.gov.uk  (e-mail) 
  www.planningcontrol@northwarks.gov.uk (website) 
 
  Ownership (and the Party Wall Act) 
 
 8.3 When you submit a planning application you will be asked to complete a Certificate 

about ownership.  Please check your Deeds.  The Certificate is not a proof of 
ownership but it is important to give correct information. 

 
 8.4 If any part of your proposals, however small (eg a gutter overhanging a neighbour’s 

property, or a foundation strip) will be on, over or under your neighbour’s land, then 
you will need their consent.  This will also apply to the erection of scaffolding. 

 
 8.5 The Party Wall Act requires you to give adjoining owners up to 2 months advance 

notice of works to a party wall; the building of a wall up to the boundary line, and 
certain excavation and foundation works within 6 metres of a neighbour’s building.  
An explanatory booklet is available from the Planning Control section.   

 

 8.6 Covenants or other restrictions in your Title Deeds, or the lease of your house may 
require you to get someone else’s agreement before carrying out certain work.  You 
can check this yourself, or by contacting your solicitor.  These restrictions may apply 
to keeping frontages open, or to rights of access, or rights of maintenance.  These 
are private matters which you need to deal with. 
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 8.7 Ownership problems or disputes will not lead to the refusal of your application.  The 

Council will only look at the planning merits of your case.  It may be that you gain a 
planning permission, but find that you cannot implement it due to ownership 
difficulties or because of Covenants and restrictions.  All problems and disputes 
about ownership or boundary lines are private concerns to be dealt with privately and 
not via the Council. 

 
  Sewers and Services 
 
 8.8 If your extension will be over or near to any sewer or underground services, you need 

to obtain a “Building Over Agreement”, or other consents from the service operator.  
In the case of public sewers, you can seek advice from the Building Control section 
of the Council or from Severn Trent Water Ltd.  For other services you will need to go 
directly to the operator.  Also beware of private drainage that can run under your 
property.  This is often the case in the older residential areas. 

 
 8.9 Foul water drainage in rural areas where there is no public sewer available should be 

discussed with the Building Control section prior to the drawing up of proposals. 
 
 8.10 It is generally not acceptable for foul water to drain to a combined foul and surface 

water sewer in order to reduce the risks of pollution and flooding. 
 
  Building Control Section – as above in paragraph 8.1 
  Severn Trent Water Ltd 
  Leicester Water Centre 
  Gorse Hill 
  Leicester 
  LE7 7GU 
  0116 234 3382 ('phone)  0116 234 3035 (fax) 
 

  Public Highways 
 
 8.11 The Warwickshire County Council is the Highway Authority for North Warwickshire.  

All information required on what is a public highway or not, the classification of 
highways and the specifications needed for works within the highway and the 
agreement of the Highway Authority to those works, should be addressed to the 
Warwickshire County Council (County Highways):- 

 
  01926 412515 (Customer Service Centre 'phone) 
  CountyHighways@warwickshire.gov.uk (e-mail) 
  www.warwickshire.gov.uk (website) 


