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North Warwickshire Statement of Community Involvement 
SUBMISSION CONSULTATION STATEMENT (REGULATION 28 STATEMENT) 

 
 
1 Consultation under Regulation 25 
 
1.1 Before preparing the Statement of Community involvement, the Council consulted with a number 

of bodies to gather their views on consultation in North Warwickshire.  To this purpose, the 
Council used two methods to collect information, a questionnaire compiled by planning officers 
and the Council’s Communication Survey: 

 
Questionnaire 

 
1.2 A questionnaire was compiled by planning officers and included in the delegate pack for the 

North Warwickshire Community Partnership day in July 2005.  Around 100 people attended the 
partnership day, representing a number of organisations in the Borough. 

 
1.3 Following on from this, in October 2005 a letter, accompanied by the questionnaire was sent out 

to over 100 bodies, including all parish councils within and adjoining the Borough and the various 
local authorities adjacent to the Borough.  The list of bodies consulted at this stage can be seen 
in more detail in Appendix A and the questionnaire used can be viewed in Appendix B.  A copy 
of the questionnaire was also placed on the Council’s website for people to download and submit. 

 
1.4 In total 49 completed questionnaires were returned. 
 

Communication Survey 
 
1.5 The Borough Council undertakes a yearly communication survey which looked into how the 

Council communicates with its residents.  The survey was carried out by consultants during 
summer 2005 using a questionnaire which was sent out to 1,200 residents (please note that this 
questionnaire was different from the one mentioned in the section above).  One of the sections of 
the questionnaire was related to planning issues, in particular to planning applications. 

 
1.6 Of the 1,200 questionnaires handed out, 511 useable questionnaires were returned. 
 
 
Results of the Consultation 
 
1.7 The results of the Regulation 25 consultation can be seen in detail in Appendix C.  The main 

issues raised in this round of consultation alongside the ways in which they were addressed in 
the draft SCI can be seen in the table below. 

  
 

Issue Raised How Issue Was Addressed in the 
SCI 

There are a number of reasons why people do not 
contribute to the planning process, e.g. Not 
knowing where the information is, not being aware 
that they can contribute, lack of information from 
the Borough in easily accessible places, finding it 
difficult to give 48 hours notice specified to see 
officers working file due to disability, Parish Council 
not always receiving copies of all correspondence 
to do with a planning application. 
 
 

Having the SCI as a statement of how 
the Council will consult on the Local 
Development Framework and planning 
applications should in itself assist in 
informing people of how they can get 
involved in the planning process. 
 
The Council is currently working towards 
electronic delivery.  When this is 
implemented, plans will be available to 
view on the web.  This will assist people 
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Would like to be notified of Planning Applications 
made by people in the Parish and of applications 
made in adjacent parishes that might impinge on 
the Parish.  This would include a means of 
checking the outcomes of the applications. 
 
Wrapping notices around a lamppost is unobtrusive 
and difficult to read, therefore not an effective 
means of communication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Local Press – placing notices in publications with a 
very low readership (Coleshill Herald / Chronicle) is 
not effective.  Notices should be placed in the 
Gazette, which is delivered to every household in 
Coleshill. 
 
 
 
Notices should always be sent to people’s homes 
in the immediate environment of the application, 
have in the past been a victim of this failure and 
had to struggle to get an apology. 
 
Actual plans are not always easily available, very 
limited opening of Town Council office and limited 
public transport to Atherstone.  Improve availability 
please. 
 
Cost of obtaining photocopies of plans is exorbitant 
and for some people prohibitive. 
 
Consultation letters, e-mails and site notices are 
important ways in which people receive information 
on local planning documents and planning 
applications. 
 
For local communities, workshops and exhibitions 
have worked well in the past for Local Plan 
Consultation 
 
Most interest in planning matters is generally 
shown by older members of the resident 
population.  In my experience the majority do not 
have / are not interested in having electronic 
communication.  This will no doubt change over 
time but at this time for members of the public, an 
aging population, communications should focus 
heavily on / towards ‘paper’ methods such as lists, 

in accessing planning applications, 
particularly outside normal office hours. 
 
Section 9 of the SCI includes information 
on the weekly list of planning applications 
 
 
 
 
Site notices are an important part of 
consultation on planning applications and 
are therefore included as a method of 
consultation in the SCI.  The issue of 
where site notices are displayed most 
effectively is an issue that will be 
considered by the Planning Control 
Manager. 
 
The SCI includes local newspapers as a 
source of consultation, but does not 
specify exactly which local newspapers 
will be used. The effectiveness of 
advertising in one newspaper over 
another will be considered in order to 
ensure the most effective consultation. 
 
Section 9 of the SCI sets out the 
Council’s approach to neighbour 
notification 
 
 
The Council is currently working towards 
electronic delivery.  When this is 
implemented, plans will be available to 
view on the web.   
 
Unfortunately the cost of photocopying is 
expensive, especially for larger plans.  
 
Sections 5 and 6 of the SCI set out a 
number of consultation methods that will 
be utilised by the Council, including 
consultation letters and e-mails 
 
Sections 5 and 6 of the SCI include these 
consultation methods  
 
 
Sections 5 and 6 of the SCI set out a 
number of consultation methods that the 
Council will utilise, ranging from 
electronic methods, to more traditional 
‘paper-based’ methods. 
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newsletters, individual consultations by letter. 
 
Issues concerning consultation letters being late in 
arriving, reducing available reply time and ensuring 
that Parish Council’s receive all information. 
 
 
 
Council website could be more user friendly.  Less 
Council-speak.  
 
 
Need to involve community at the beginning of the 
planning process.  
 
 
 
 
How are you going to engage with the community / 
residents who do not usually get involved, not just 
your usual suspects? 
 
Don’t assume that people know what the Local 
Plan is 
 

 
 
Parish Councils are included in the list of 
Specific Consultation Bodies in Appendix 
2.  Therefore the Council will look to 
ensure that the relevant information is 
sent to Parish Councils 
 
This is an issue that the Council will 
address by improving its website rather 
than addressing it through the SCI 
 
Section 1 introduces the idea of 
frontloading and section 6 introduces 
how we will involve the community and 
stakeholders at each stage of the 
planning process. 
 
Section 4 of the SCI. 
 
 
 
Section 2 of the SCI sets out information 
on the new planning system. 

 
 
2 Consultation under Regulation 26 
 
2.1 The Council then prepared a draft SCI, and carried out consultation on this draft for a six-week 

period from Thursday 15 June to Friday 28 July 2006. 
 
2.2 The document, including a statement of the proposals matters was available in the following 

locations: 
 

• Planning Reception, The Council House, Atherstone 
• Atherstone Library and Information Centre 
• Baddesley Library and Information Centre 
• Coleshill Library and Information Centre 
• Dordon Library and Information Centre 
• Kingsbury Library and Information Centre 
• Polesworth Library and Information Centre 
• Water Orton Library and Information Centre 
• Mobile Library 

 
2.3 The document and proposals matters were available on our website, alongside a questionnaire 

and a statement explaining where and when paper copies of the document were available for 
inspection. 

 
2.4 We placed an advertisement in the Atherstone, Coleshill and Tamworth Heralds on 15 June 

2006. 
 
2.5 We sent copies of the document, questionnaire, along with the proposals matters and details of 

where the documents were available for inspection, to the bodies and individuals listed in 
Appendix D. 

 



 
 

North Warwickshire Statement of Community Involvement 
Pre Submission (Regulation 28) Consultation Statement 

4

2.6 We further publicised the availability of the draft SCI through a news article published on the 
homepage of the Council’s website. 

 
2.7 We enclose a copy of the proposals matters in Appendix E and the public advertisement in 

Appendix F. 
 
2.8 We received 73 representations on our draft SCI.  We provide a summary of the main issues 

raised and the way they were addressed in the SCI in Appendix G. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendices 



Appendix A 
 
Specific Consultation Bodies 
 

• Advantage West Midlands 
• Countryside Agency West Midlands 

Region (Now Natural England) 
• East Midlands Regional Development 

Agency 
• English Heritage 

• English Nature (now Natural England) 
• Government Office for the West Midlands 
• The Environment Agency 
• The Highways Agency 
• Warwickshire County Council 
• West Midlands Regional Assembly 

 
Adjacent Authorities 
 

• Birmingham City Council 
• Coventry City Council 
• Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council 
• Leicestershire County Council  
• Lichfield District Council 

• North West Leicestershire District Council 
• Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Council 
• Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council 
• Staffordshire County Council 
• Tamworth Borough Council 

 
North Warwickshire Town and Parish Councils 
 

• Ansley Parish Council 
• Arley Parish Council 
• Astley Parish Council 
• Atherstone Town Council 

 Council 

ish Council 

cil 

arish Council  

l 
il 

uncil 
Mans 

• ouncil 

uncil 

• Austrey Parish Council 
• Baddesley Ensor Parish
• Baxterley Parish Council 
• Bentley and Merevale Par
• Caldecote Parish Council 
• Coleshill Town Council 
• Corley Parish Council 
• Curdworth Parish Coun
• Dordon Parish Council 

il • Fillongley Parish Counc
• Great & Little Packington P
• Grendon Parish Council 

• Hartshill Parish Council 
• Kingsbury Parish Counci
• Lea Marston Parish Counc
• Mancetter Parish Council 
• Maxstoke Parish Council 
• Middleton Parish Council 
• Nether Whitacre Parish Co
• Newton Regis, Seckington & No 

Heath Parish Council 
Over Whitacre Parish C

• Polesworth Parish Council 
• Shustoke Parish Council 

il • Shuttington Parish Counc
• Water Orton Parish Council 
• Wishaw & Moxhull Parish Co

 
 Councils 

l 
il 

• Hints and Canwell Parish Council 

ncil 
ish Council 

Adjoining Town and Parish
 

• Allesley Parish Council 
• Appleby Magma Parish Council 
• Bickenhill Parish Council  
• Castle Bromwich Parish Council 
• Chilcote Parish Council 
• Drayton Bassett Parish Council 
• Fordbridge Town Counci
• Hampton-In-Arden Parish Counc

• Keresley Parish Council 
• Meriden Parish Council 
• Sheepy Parish Council 
• Smiths Wood Parish Cou
• Stretton En Le Field Par
• Twycross Parish Council 
• Witherley Parish Council 

 
 
 



General Consultation Bodies 

• Atherstone Civic Society 
e Station 

e Built 

 
Branch 

ulance 

• shire Chamber of 

• d Warwickshire Learning and 

• hts Commission 

on 

• e Earth 
dlands 

• Help the Aged 
• House Builders Federation 

ation 
n 

 Watch 

tection of Birds 

olice Authority 
Community Council 

sport 

ium 

 
• Age Concern 

• Atherstone Fir
• Bedworth Police Station 
• British Waterways 
• Civil Aviation Authority 
• Coal Authority 
• Coleshill and District Civic Society 

tation • Coleshill Fire S
• Commission for Architecture and th

Environment 
• Commission for Racial Equality 
• Council for the Protection of Rural England

Warwickshire 
• Coventry and Warwickshire Amb

NHS Trust 
Coventry and Warwick
Commerce 
Coventry an
Skills Council  
Disability Rig

• Disabled Persons Transport Advisory 
Committee 

• Equal Opportunities Commissi
• Forestry Commission 

Friends of th
• Government Office for the East Mi

• Housing Corpor
• Inland Waterways Associatio

n • National Farmers Unio
• National Playing Field Association 

re Ltd • Network Rail Infrastructu
• North Warwickshire Neighbourhood

Association 
• North Warwickshire Primary Care Trust 
• Polesworth Fire Station 

Rail Freight Group • 
• Road Haulage Association 
• Royal Society for the Pro
• Sport England 
• The Gypsy Council 
• The Polesworth Society 
• Warwickshire P
• Warwickshire Rural 
• Warwickshire Wildlife Trust 
• West Midlands Passenger Tran

Executive (Centro) 
 Transport • West Midlands Planning and

Sub Committee 
• West Midlands RSL Planning Consort
• Women’s National Commission 
• Woodland Trust 
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I am prepared for North Warwickshire Borough Council     
or their agents to contact me again  

  Signature 

  Print Name 

  Organisation (if 
applicable) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Address 

  Telephone Number 

  E-mail Address 

We may wish to follow up on some of your responses to this questionnaire 
where they are of particular interest.  If you are willing to take part in future 
consultation, please tick the box and complete your details.  If you do not 
wish to be contacted again, do not tick the box. 
 
The completed questionnaires will remain confidential. 
 

Please return completed questionnaires to:  
The Forward Planning Team, North Warwickshire Borough Council,  

PO Box 6, The Council House, South Street, Atherstone, Warwickshire, CV9 1BG 
 

Electronic Copies of this questionnaire should be e-mailed to jodieball@northwarks.gov.uk 

Appendix B

mailto:jodieball@northwarks.gov.uk


 

 
Section 1: Consultation on Planning Applications 
 
 
A1 Have you seen or received a notice of any planning application in North 

Warwickshire in the past year?  PLEASE TICK ONE BOX 
 
  

Yes   
No  If no, please go to question A4 
Can’t recall   

 
 
 
A2 Where did you see / how did you receive these planning notices? 
 PLEASE TICK ALL THAT APPLY 
 
  

Consultation Letter  
Local Paper  
Site Notices  
Website  
Local Media (TV / Radio)  
E-mail of weekly list  
Don’t know / can’t recall  
Other (please specify)  
  

 
 
A3 Have you responded to any planning applications in North Warwickshire that 

you have seen in the past? PLEASE TICK ONE BOX 
 
  

Yes  
No  
Can’t recall  

 
 
A4 In the past year have there been any planning applications you have not 

seen, but would have liked to have had the opportunity to comment on? 
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX 

 
 

Yes  
No  
Can’t recall  

 
 
A5 Do you think that you will contribute to the Council’s decision making process 

in the future with regard to planning applications? PLEASE TICK ONE BOX 
 
 

Yes  
No  
Don’t know  

  

 



 

 
 
A6 Are there any issues preventing you from contributing to the Council’s 

decision making process with regard to planning applications? PLEASE TICK 
ALL THAT APPLY 

 
  

I don’t know where the information is  
I don’t know who to contact  
I was not aware I could contribute  
I don’t have internet access to find the information  
I don’t have time to contribute  
I am not interested in these matters  
Don’t know  
Other reason (please specify) ……………………………...  

 
 
 
A7 How would you prefer to be notified of planning applications affecting your 

local area and North Warwickshire as a whole? PLEASE TICK ALL THAT 
APPLY 

 
  

 Your local 
area 

North 
Warwickshire 
as a whole 

Consultation letter to your home   
E-mail   
Formal community surveys   
Leaflets / Brochures   
Local Media (TV, newspapers, radio)   
Through local community groups   
From the council website   
Public exhibitions   
North Talk (the Council newsletter)   
Notices posted in public locations on / 
near the proposed site 

  

Visit from the Duty Planning Officer   
Councillors’ surgeries   
Do not want to be informed   

 
 
 If there are any other methods by which you would like to be notified of 

planning applications, please specify. .…………………………………… 
 ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
  
 
 

  

 



 

 
Section 2: Consultation on Local Planning Documents 
 
  
B1 Have you seen or received information about the Local Plan in North 

Warwickshire in the past year? PLEASE TICK ONE BOX 
 
  

Yes   
No  If no, please go to question B3 
Can’t recall   

 
  
B2 Where did you see / how did you receive this information? PLEASE TICK ALL 

THAT APPLY 
 
  

Consultation Letter  
Local Paper  
Website  
Local Media (TV / Radio)  
Don’t know / can’t recall  
Other (please specify)………………………………………  

 
 
B3 Do you think you will contribute to the Council’s decision making process in 

the future with regard to local planning documents? PLEASE TICK ONE BOX 
  

Yes  
No  
Don’t know  

  
 
B4 Are there any issues preventing you from contributing to the Council’s 

decision making process with regard to local planning documents? PLEASE 
TICK ALL THAT APPLY 

 
  

I don’t know where the information is  
I don’t know who to contact  
I was not aware I could contribute  
I don’t have internet access to find the information  
I don’t have time to contribute  
I am not interested in these matters  
Don’t know  
Other reason (please specify) ……………………………...  

 

  

  



 

B5 How would you prefer to be notified of local planning documents affecting 
your local area and North Warwickshire as a whole? PLEASE TICK ALL 
THAT APPLY 

  
  

 Your local 
area 

North 
Warwickshire 
as a whole 

Consultation letter to your home   
E-mail   
Formal community surveys   
Leaflets / Brochures   
Local Media (TV, newspapers, radio)   
Through local community groups   
From the council website   
Public exhibitions   
North Talk (the Council newsletter)   
Notices posted in public locations on / 
near the proposed site 

  

Visit from a Planning Officer   
Councillors’ surgeries   
Do not want to be informed   

 
 
 If there are any other methods by which you would like to be notified of local 

planning documents, please specify. .…………………………………………… 
 ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Please return completed questionnaires to:  
The Forward Planning Team, North Warwickshire Borough Council,  

PO Box 6, The Council House, South Street, Atherstone, Warwickshire, CV9 1BG 
 

Electronic Copies of this questionnaire should be e-mailed to jodieball@northwarks.gov.uk 

If you have any other comments on how the Council should be consulting communities and 
other stakeholders, please let us know.  You may continue over the page if necessary. 

mailto:jodieball@northwarks.gov.uk
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1. Introduction 
 
1.1 This report highlights the results from the initial consultation work done on the North 

Warwickshire Statement of Community Involvement. 
 
1.2 The initial information which will be used to inform the production of a Statement of 

Community Involvement for North Warwickshire has been gained from two sources: 
 

 A Statement of Community Involvement questionnaire compiled by Planning Officers 
 The Council’s Communication Survey 

 
 
2.  Statement of Community Involvement Questionnaire 
 
2.1 A questionnaire was compiled by planning officers and included in the delegate pack for the 

partnership day which was held for the Local Strategic Partnership in July 2005.  Around 
100 people attended the partnership day, representing a number of organisations in the 
Borough. 

 
2.3 Following on from this, in October 2005 the questionnaire was sent out to 113 

organisations, including all parish councils within the Borough and the various local 
authorities adjacent to the Borough. Furthermore a copy of the questionnaire was placed 
on the Council’s website for people to download and submit.  

 
2.4 To date, 48 completed questionnaires have been completed, 45 from organisations who 

were sent the questionnaire and 3 from members of the public who filled out the 
questionnaire online.  It is likely that more questionnaires will be completed and submitted 
in forthcoming weeks, and any comments that are noted in these will be taken into account 
in the drafts of the SCI.  The results of each question within the questionnaire will now be 
considered. 

 
2.4.1 Section 1: Consultation on planning applications 

  
2.4.1.1 Question A1: Have you seen or received a notice of any planning application in 

North Warwickshire in the past year? 68% of respondents noted that they had 
received a notice of a planning application in the past year, with 32% having not 
received a notice. 

 
2.4.1.2 Question A2: Where did you see / how did you receive these planning notices?

By far the most common way of receiving / seeing planning notices was 
through a consultation letter sent directly to the respondent.  Local papers, site 
notices and e-mail of the weekly list were other methods used.  Parish Councils 
were quoted as other places in which people get information about planning 
notices.  The Council’s website was used as a source of information on 
planning applications, but not for a lot of respondents. 
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Where Did Respondents See Planning Notices?
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2.4.1.3 Question A3: Have you responded to any planning applications in North 

Warwickshire that you have seen in the past?  Of the respondents who had 
seen notice of a planning application, all had responded to a planning 
application that they had seen in the past. 

 
2.4.1.4 Question A4: In the past year have there been any planning applications you 

have not seen, but would have liked to have had the opportunity to comment 
on?  43% of respondents answered no to this question, with 30% of 
respondents unable to recall, and 23% answering yes. 

 
2.4.1.5 Question A5: Do you think that you will contribute to the Council’s decision-

making process in the future with regard to planning applications?  85% of 
respondents noted that they would be contributing to planning applications in 
the future.  11% noted that they would not, with 4% unsure as to whether they 
would or not. 

 
2.4.1.6 Question A6: Are there any issues preventing you from contributing to the 

Council’s decision making process with regard to planning applications?  There 
were a variety of reasons why people did not contribute to the decision making 
process of the Council, with not knowing where information is being the most 
common.  Other reasons quoted were: 

 
 Relying on direct consultation from NWBC 
 Lack of information from the Borough in obvious easily accessible places 
 Strategic remit of organisation 
 Due to disability, find it difficult to give 48 hours notice specified to see 

officers working file as do not know in advance if will be well enough to keep 
appointment 
 Parish Council not always receiving copies of all correspondence to do with 

a planning application. 
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Issues Preventing Contribution to Planning Applications
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2.4.1.7 Question A7: How would you prefer to be notified of planning applications 
affecting your local area and North Warwickshire as a whole? Consultation 
Letters proved to be the most popular form of consultation, followed by e-mail 
and notices posted in public locations on or near the proposed site. 
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How Would Respondents Like To Be Informed About Planning 
Applications In The Future?

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20

Consultation letter

E-mail

community surveys

Leaflets / brochures

Local media

local community groups

Council website

Public exhibitions

North Talk

Public Notices on / near the proposed site

Visit from the Duty Planning Officer

Councillors' surgeries

Do not want to be informed

Number of Respondents

Local Area North Warwickshire

 
 

2.4.2 Section 2: Consultation on Local Planning Documents 
 

2.4.2.1 Question B1: Have you seen or received information about the Local Plan in 
North Warwickshire in the past year?  87.5% of respondents had seen or received 
information about the Local Plan, with 12.5% not receiving or seeing any 
information. 

 
2.4.2.2 Question B2: Where did you see / how did you receive this information?  The 

most common way by far of receiving information about the Local Plan was 
through consultation letter.  This is not a surprise considering that most of the 
organisations contacted are already on the Local Plan mailing list.  Other sources 
quoted were Parish and Town Councils, the Community Partnership, a copy of 
the Local Plan sent directly to respondents and respondents working with the 
Borough Council on preparation of the Plan. 
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Where Did Respondents See Information About the 
Local Plan?

0
5

10
15
20
25
30
35
40

C
on

su
lta

tio
n

Le
tte

r

Lo
ca

l P
ap

er

W
eb

si
te

Lo
ca

l M
ed

ia

D
on

’t 
K

no
w

 /
ca

n'
t r

ec
al

l

O
th

er
(s

pe
ci

fy
)

N
um

be
r o

f R
es

po
nd

en
ts

 
 
2.4.2.3 Question B3: Do you think you will contribute to the Council’s decision making 

process in the future with regard to local planning documents? Of those who 
responded ‘yes’ to question B1, 92% said that they would contribute to decision-
making in terms of local planning documents. 

 
2.4.2.4 Question B4: Are there any issues preventing you from contributing to the 

Council’s decision making process with regard to local planning documents? The 
most common response to this question was that people are not always aware 
that they can contribute.  Other reasons specified included: 

 
 A lack of information from the Council in obvious easily accessible places   
 People are not always aware that opportune times to comment have arisen.  

A timely (eg quarterly) newsletter sent to interested parties specifically for 
planning matters would be useful 

  

Issues Preventing Contribution to Local Planning 
Documents
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2.4.2.5 Question B5: How would you prefer to be notified of local planning documents 
affecting your local area and North Warwickshire as a whole?  Consultation letters 
and e-mails proved to be the most popular  ways in which people would like to 
receive information on local planning documents 

 

How Would Respondents Like To Be Informed About Local 
Planning Documents In The Future? 

0 5 10 15 20 25

Consultation letter

E-mail

Community surveys

Leaflets / brochures

Local media

Local community groups

Council website

Public exhibitions

North Talk

Public Notices on / near the proposed site

Visit from a Planning Officer

Councillors' surgeries

Do not want to be informed

Number of Respondents

Local Area North Warwickshire

 
 

2.4.2.6 Apart from the responses received in respect of the questions, there were several 
other points raised as other comments in the questionnaires. 

 
2.4.2.7 Planning Applications

 Would like to be notified of Planning Applications made by people in the 
Parish and of applications made in adjacent parishes that might impinge on 
the Parish.  This would include a means of checking the outcomes of the 
applications. 

 Wrapping notices around a lamppost is unobtrusive and difficult to read, 
therefore not an effective means of communication. 

 Local Press – placing notices in publications with a very low readership 
(Coleshill Herald / Chronicle) is not effective.  Notices should be placed in the 
Gazette, which is delivered to every household in Coleshill. 

 Notices should always be sent to people’s homes in the immediate 
environment of the application, have in the past been a victim of this failure 
and had to struggle to get an apology 

 Actual plans are not always easily available, very limited opening of Town 
Council office and limited public transport to Atherstone.  Improve availability 
please. 

 Cost of obtaining photocopies of plans is exorbitant and for some people 
prohibitive. 
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 Organisation does not have the resources to keep track of all the Local 
Authorities and planning issues across the Region, therefore we do rely to a 
certain extent on the good sense of NWBC to consult us directly if an 
application etc raises issues of nature conservation importance. 

 
2.4.2.8 Local Planning Documents

 In some instances Consultation letters are late arriving, reducing the time 
available to consult members.  Other instances occur where no consultation 
letter is received and a copy has to be requested, again reducing our 
available reply time. 

 Ensure Parish Council’s receive everything – I think the Council is doing an 
excellent job of consulting, maybe too much!  Parish clerks are drowning in 
consultation documents. 

 Most interest in planning matters is generally shown by older members of the 
resident population.  In my experience the majority do not have / are not 
interested in having electronic communication.  This will no doubt change 
over time but at this time for members of the public, an aging population, 
communications should focus heavily on / towards ‘paper’ methods such as 
lists, newsletters, individual consultations by letter. 

 For local communities, workshops and exhibitions have worked well in the 
past for Local Plan Consultation. 

 
2.4.2.9 General

 Council website could be more user friendly.  Not always clear as to which 
sites is appropriate.  Less Council-speak. 

 Website not easy to use and needs to be simplified. 
 Will there be a pre-consultation period to discuss what the questions should 

be as opposed to what the answers are to questions already drawn up by the 
local planning authority? 

 How are you going to engage with the community / residents who do not 
usually get involved, not just your usual suspects? 

 Don’t assume that people know what the Local Plan is 
 Will the Borough Council be giving a training event on the new Local 

Development Framework? 
 Ensure that the community is involved in very beginning before the first draft 

of the SCI is produced. 
 
3. Communication Survey 
 
3.1 The Borough Council commissioned BMG Research to undertake a communication survey 

which looked into how the Council communicates with its residents.  The survey was 
carried out during summer 2005, with the initial results being made available to the Policy 
Division at the end of September. 

 
3.2 The survey was carried out using a questionnaire which was sent out to 1,200 residents.  

Importantly for this report, one of the sections of the questionnaire was related to planning 
issues, in particular to planning applications. 

 
3.3 The following information is taken from the BMG Research Report ‘Communications 

Survey – North Warwickshire Borough Council – September 2005’. 
 
3.4 Of the 1,200 questionnaires handed out, 511 useable questionnaires were returned, which 

represents a response rate of 43%.   
 
3.4 One third of the respondents had seen or received notice of a planning application in the 

past 12 months, of which 67% had seen the information through a consultation letter.  Site 
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notices and notices in the local paper were also cited as some of the main sources by 
which people were informed of planning applications. 

 
3.5 36% of respondents said that they would make a contribution to a planning application in 

the future, with 29% of respondents saying that they would not, and 33% unsure of whether 
they would or not. 

 
Factors preventing people from contributing to the planning decision making process 
 
3.6 When questioned about what factors prevent people from contributing to the planning 

decision making process, 31% of the respondents stated that they were unaware that they 
could contribute.  20% did not know how to find the relevant information and 18% did not 
know who to contact. 

 
How people would like to be notified of planning applications in the future 
 
3.7 In their local area: Two thirds of respondents noted that they would prefer consultation 

letters sent directly to their homes. Other methods which proved popular were notices in 
North Talk or other local media and notices in public places near the proposed site. 

 
3.8 In North Warwickshire: It appears that people are more interested in having information 

about planning applications in their local area than in North Warwickshire as a whole.  
However, of those who showed an interest in receiving information about applications 
across the Borough, consultation methods and notices in North Talk were expressed as 
the preferred methods. 
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Appendix D 
 
Specific Consultation Bodies 
 

• Advantage West Midlands 
• Birmingham International Airport 
• Civil Aviation Authority 
• Countryside Agency West Midlands 

Region (now Natural England) 
• East Midlands Regional Development 

Agency 

• English Heritage 
• English Nature (now Natural England) 
• Government Office for the West Midlands 
• The Environment Agency 
• The Highways Agency 
• Warwickshire County Council 
• West Midlands Regional Assembly 

 
Adjacent Authorities 
 

• Birmingham City Council 
• Coventry City Council 
• Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council 
• Leicestershire County Council  
• Lichfield District Council 

• North West Leicestershire District Council 
• Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Council 
• Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council 
• Staffordshire County Council 
• Tamworth Borough Council 

 
North Warwickshire Town and Parish Councils 
 

• Ansley Parish Council 
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• ouncil 
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• Curdworth Parish Coun
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• Lea Marston Parish Counc
• Mancetter Parish Council 
• Maxstoke Parish Council 
• Middleton Parish Council 
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• Newton Regis, Seckington & No 
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• Polesworth Parish Council 
• Shustoke Parish Council 

il • Shuttington Parish Counc
• Water Orton Parish Council 
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 Councils 

il 
il 

• Hints and Canwell Parish Council 

ncil 
ish Council 

Adjoining Town and Parish
 

• Allesley Parish Council 
• Appleby Magma Parish Council 
• Bickenhill Parish Council  
• Castle Bromwich Parish Council 
• Chilcote Parish Council 
• Drayton Bassett Parish Council 
• Fordbridge Town Counc
• Hampton–in-Arden Parish Counc

• Keresley Parish Council 
• Meriden Parish Council 
• Sheepy Parish Council 
• Smiths Wood Parish Cou
• Stretton En Le Field Par
• Twycross Parish Council 
• Witherley Parish Council 
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• Polesworth Library 
• Professional Golfers 

Association 
gency• Property Services A

• PSG Tamworth 
• Public Health Departm
• Punch Pub Company 
• Queen Elizabeth School 
• R H Roberts Ltd 
• R.J. Simpson 
• Rail Freight Group 
• Railtrack Property 
• Redrow Homes (M

Ltd 
• Rekord Sales ltd 
• Research Parthers
• Restormel Borough Council

Rich
• Right to Ride 
• RJB 
• Road Haulage Association 
• Royal Mail Group 

perty • Royal Mail Pro
ngs Holdi

• RPS 
• RSPB Central England 



• Bedworth Police Station 

merce 
 Council 

ail 

• set 

• s Hall 

• e Partnership 

tors and Traders 

• 

 

n 
es (Midlands) Ltd 

 

 Dixon 

tes 

 
• nd Diocesan 

•  Development 

rth 
e) 

• e 

• tnership 

ns 
anning 

s 

 

• land Tourist 

•  Evening News 

• wspapers 
n 

• s & Harrison 

rdon) 

tes 

 
d 

•  Planning 
sley 

•  

& Co 

• s Solicitors 
urys Supermarkets 

•  & Davenport 
ces 

• 
ts 

tion of 

e Water 

• 

• dwen Properties Plc 
l's 

• nning 

cBride 

•  

up 

ke Plc 
d 

rgy 

land 
cy 

ion 
• state 

•  and Star 
iety 

• n 

• Beechwood PR 
• Beeline 
• Beezer Homes 
• Bellway West Midlands 

mber of • Birmingham Cha
and ComIndustry 

• Birmingham City
Strategic Planning 

• Birmingham Diocesan 
Board of Education 

• Birmingham Diocesan 
Secretary 
Birmingham Evenin• g M

• Birmingham Post 
BK: The Property As
Consultancy 
BMW Ham

• BNRR 
• Bowater Windows 
• Brian Barber Associates 

Brian Dearlov
• British Chemical 

Distribu
Association 

• British Gas Properties 
• British Geological Survey 

iety • British Horse Soc
• British Telecom 

British Waterways 
• BRMB Radio 
• BT PLC 
• Building Design 

Group• Building Design 
• Burchell Edwards 
• Burton Architects 
• Butler Sherbor
• Cala Hom
• Calder Chartered

Surveyors 
• Calder Colbourne &

Ltd 
• Canning Associa
• Capital Design Partnership 
• Carpenter Planning

Cathedral a
Offices 
CDS
Services Ltd 

• Centex Strategic Land Ltd 
• Central Independent 

Television - West 
• Centre FM 

• H J Banks & Co Ltd (No
East Area Offic

• H Lowe & Sons 
H M Prison Servic

• H N Jepson and Partners 
Haden Ritchie Par

• Halcrow 
• Hale Randle and 

Stevenson 
• Halifax House 

and Management • Hallam L
Ltd 

• Hardys and Hanso
Harris Lamb•  Pl
Consultancy 

• Hartshill Residents 
Association 

• Hartshill School 
• Haunch Lane Resident

Association 
• Health and Safety 

Executive 
• Heart of England

Promotions Ltd 
Heart of Eng
Board 
Heartlands

• Help the Aged 
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Appendix E 
 

Statement of Community Involvement  
Proposals Matters 

 
 
Proposed title of document  
 
The Draft North Warwickshire Borough Council Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) 
 
 
Proposed subject matter of the document 
 
The SCI sets out how the Council will engage its community in the production and revision of local 
planning documents and consideration of planning applications.  The SCI highlights what the Council will 
be seeking community involvement on, how and when community involvement will be sought and who 
will be involved. 
 
 
Period during which representations can be made 
 
The Draft SCI document is out for consultation for 6 weeks from Thursday 15 June until 5pm on Friday 
28 July. 
 
 
Address to which representations should be made: 
 
By Post: Forward Planning Team 

North Warwickshire Borough Council 
PO Box 6 
The Council House 
South Street 
Atherstone 
Warwickshire 
CV9 1BG 

 
By E-mail Representations can be e-mailed to: localplans@northwarks.gov.uk  
 
By Internet The questionnaire / comments form can also be downloaded from the North 

Warwickshire Borough Council website at www.northwarks.gov.uk
 
 
Notification of submission and adoption of the document 
 
Representations may be accompanied by a request to be notified at a specific address that the SCI has 
been submitted to the Secretary of State for independent examination and of the adoption of the SCI. 
 

 

mailto:localplans@northwarks.gov.uk
http://www.northwarks.gov.uk/
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Appendix G:  
North Warwickshire Draft Statement of Community Involvement 

Results of the Questionnaires Submitted as Part of the Pre-Submission Consultation 
 
Question 1: does the SCI clearly introduce the new planning system and the role of the SCI within it? 
 
There were 57 responses to this question, with 50 respondents content that the SCI clearly introduces the new planning system and the role 
of the SCI within it.  However, 3 of these respondents had comments to make on this area of the document.  6 respondents did not believe 
that the SCI clearly introduced the new planning system and the role of the SCI within it.  One respondent did not answer yes or no, but 
commented that they were of the opinion that there is little or no change to the current system. 
 
The comments received and the Councils response to those comments are: 
 

Consultee 
Ref. Comment   Councils Response

004 The SCI does not make clear that the public should feel a sense of 
ownership of local policy decisions.   
 
 
 
 
It needs to have a much more welcoming feel to it. 

Local policy decisions are not the remit of this 
document, which outlines the approach the 
Council will take with regards to consulting on 
local planning documents and planning 
applications 

 
Agree. Amendments have been made to 
improve the publishing layout within the 
means available. 

014 The whole document is written in 'official' language, a long way from the 
approach recommended by the campaign for plan English.  I would take 
issue with the work 'clearly' 

Agree.  Wherever possible, technical 
language has been minimised.  However, 
due to the nature of the planning system it is 
hard to get away completely from the use of 
jargon.  

019 Neither section 2 nor 3 refer to the SCI, these concentrate on the LDF but do 
not make reference to how the SCI forms part of the LDF.  However 
Appendix 1 does refer to the SCI.  I suggest the additional sentence at the 
end of paragraph 2.2 "This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) is 
part of the LDF". 

Agree. New paragraph 2.4 inserted to note 
that the SCI is part of the local development 
framework. 

024 Suggests setting out old system : new system : changes for a more 
transparent policy 

Agree.  Inclusion of figure 1 to assist in 
understanding of the changes between the 
old and new planning systems. 
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031 I would eliminate initials eg LDF etc and use the proper words so that the 

flow of thought is not interrupted by having to check back on what the initials 
mean.  We are not working with these initials every day and so it takes time 
to remember what they stand for.  It is also off putting and hinders clarity. 
Lazy! 

The use of abbreviations has been minimised 
throughout the SCI document.  However, 
these abbreviations are being used in a 
planning context by other organisations and it 
is important for planning documents to use 
them to ensure that people become familiar 
with them. 

033 It would be useful to include a diagram in Section 2 to show clearly how the 
planning documents relate to each other and wider policy in the region.  This 
would back up the text and make it more accessible to those not familiar with 
the planning system.  Appendix 1 does not include the regional element 
currently. 

Amendment made in the form of figure 2 to 
assist in clarifying this. 

035 This is a well written document which provides clarity of process for those 
less involved with the planning process on a day to day basis 

Comments noted and appreciated 

046 Nothing about how longstanding plans and development policies, are they 
part of new planning system or do they become history? 

Amendment made to paragraph 2.3 to note 
that the Adopted Local Plan remains saved 
for 3 years from adoption. 

066 Section 3.4 indicates 2 other plans which will be of particular importance to 
future planning.  No mention is made of other relevant plans.  It is not made 
clear and justified why these two plans are important to planning over others.  
If specific plans are listed they are likely to receive precedence over other 
plans not mentioned.  Either all relevant plans should be mentioned or none.  
It seems arbitrary just to mention these two. 

Section 3.4 deleted. 

 
 
 
Question 2: Does the SCI clearly identify which local community groups and other bodies will be consulted? 
 
There were 57 responses to this question, with 50 respondents content that the SCI clearly identifies which local community groups and 
other bodies will be consulted.  However, 8 of these respondents had comments to make on this area of the document.  7 respondents did 
not believe that the SCI clearly identified which local community groups and other bodies will be consulted. 
 

Consultee 
Ref. Comment   Councils Response

004 

(Para 4.5) Community groups and individuals may find it too expensive to be 
involved if they are not sent a free set of plans.  The cost of obtaining 
photocopies of planning documents from the Council has risen steeply over the 
last few years to the point where some individuals are debarred from 

The Council is currently working towards 
electronic delivery.  When this is implemented, 
plans will be available to view on the web.  
Unfortunately the cost of photocopying is 
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responding.   
 
We feel strongly that planning documents should be photocopied for members 
of the public (not developers) at cost and not at price that yields a profit to the 
Council 

expensive, especially for larger plans. 
 
The Council is not allowed to make a profit 
from photocopying and photocopying charges 
merely reflect the cost to the Council 

005 It would be appreciated if due consideration was given to the timing of Parish 
Council meetings, which are usually monthly, regarding when information is 
given and required. 

The Council is aware of this issue, however the 
Forward Planning Team will endeavour to pre-
warn Parish Councils about consultations for 
the Local Development Framework wherever 
possible.  6 weeks is a normal statutory 
consultation within the planning system. 

010 Unsure which group Civic Societies would fall into or CPRE Countryside for the 
protection of rural England.   
 
 
We would also like you to specifically ask each Parish and Town Council if they 
are aware of any local groups within their local communities which should be 
added to the list. 

Appendix 3 has been amended into categories 
to make different groups and organisations 
easier to find. 
 
Agree.  All Parish and Town Councils will be 
contacted for information on local groups in 
their area who they believe should be added to 
the list. 

021 The Woodland Trust is pleased to be included in this category of consultees in 
Appendix 3 to be consulted on planning policies in the development of the LDF

Comments noted and appreciated 

023 It lists bodies clearly but is there any guarantee that all agencies will be 
consulted, especially environmental bodies like say RSPB or Wildlife Trusts or 
could they be deems irrelevant if objections could prevent an application going 
through? 

When and application raises issues that are 
relevant to a body then it will be consulted, 
irrelevant of whether they object or support the 
proposal. 

024 Commendable but is it realistic?  Extent and depth of consultation looks 
comprehensive 

Comments noted. 

031 The document does not refer to local community groups are those the same as 
general consultation bodies listed in Appendix 3?  If so call them local 
community groups in the appendix. 

Appendix 3 has been amended into categories 
to make different groups and organisations 
easier to find. 

032 Appendix 3 is a mixed bag!  Village community associations should be 
consulted on major issues affecting their village eg Hurley Community 
Association.  Also the Heart of England Co-operative Society Ltd and Midlands 
Co-operative Society Lts as community owned businesses 

It would be difficult for the Council to judge 
what is or isn’t a major issues in a village.  The 
weekly list of planning applications received by 
the Council is now available on the Council’s 
website.  It is a matter for each organisation to 
ensure that comments are known on issues 
they feel are major to their village. 
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033 In addition to the details listed, it would be useful to discuss some approaches 

that will be adopted to engage 'equalities groups' specifically. 
Addition of new paragraph 4.6 

035 Although it doesn't say when each will be consulted Amendment made to Section 6 of the 
document to assist in clarification. 

045 Totally patronising.  Women hard to reach?  Gypsies are transient.  What on 
earth has sexual orientation got to do with planning? Religion also has no 
bearing on planning, as does low income.  PC Rubbish that has no relevance 
to the planning process and will alienate many people.  Overt bigotry! 

No comment 

048 I believe farmers and rural landowners used to be approached directly Any farmer or rural landowner is more than 
welcome to be added to Appendix 3 and the 
mailing list if they wish to be consulted directly.  

059 Separate Young and Older People - they justify separate headings Agree, amendment made to document 
060 Local community groups and other bodies are clearly identified in appendix 2 

and 3.  This is well signposted in paras 4.1 and 4.2.  Many other authorities 
include rural communities as hard to reach groups as they have specific 
communication needs.  Rural isolation is a specific problem and is not always a 
geographical issue.  It applies also to lone workers in agricultural businesses.  
 
Many rural communities are not engaged with electronic communication and 
an over-reliance on this must be avoided 

Comments noted, rural communities added to 
hard to reach group, but it is important to note 
that the whole of the borough is considered 
rural  
 
 
Agree. The SCI does not relying solely on 
electronic forms of communication 

066 Section 4 should specifically mention the LSP given the importance attached to 
the community plan in section 3.  Section 4.4 and 4.5 fails to mention those 
with learning difficulties as a hard to reach group or how they might be 
'reached'.   
 
Section 4.4 mentions those who work all day, but section 4.5 neglects to 
discuss these 'time' barriers.  Consultation must recognise that many people 
are only available evenings or weekends. 

Addition of new paragraph 4.6 
 
 
 
 
Addition of new paragraph 4.6.  The Council’s 
normal practice is to have evening meetings. 
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Question 3: Does the SCI sufficiently identify how the community and other bodies can be involved in the planning process? 
 
There were 56 responses to this question, with 47 respondents content that the SCI sufficiently identifies how the community and other 
bodies can be involved in the planning process.  However, 3 of these respondents had comments to make on this area of the document.  9 
respondents did not believe that the SCI sufficiently identifies how the community and other bodies can be involved in the planning process. 
 
 

Consultee 
Ref. Comment   Councils Response

004 It is not always easy to locate documents on the Council's website.  This needs 
considerable work to make it user friendly.   
 
Also the size of the Council's broadband connection needs to be increased so 
that large documents can be sent by e-mail.  
 
Newspaper advertising is no longer guaranteed to reach the whole community 
as there is no dedicated newspaper for North Warwickshire.  Sales of the 
Herald, Heartland Evening News and Evening Telegraph are so low as to be 
an ineffective method of advertising. 

Agree, officers will work on the website to 
ensure that it is more user friendly. 
 
Noted 
 
 
Noted, however there are increased cost 
implications with going to more than one 
newspaper.  It is appreciated that officers 
should make more use of North Talk 

007 Warwickshire and West Midlands Association of Local Councils (part of 
National Association of Local Councils) should be included.   
 
Should primary schools in villages where there is one be consulted? 

Agree.  Amendment made to Appendix 3. 
 
 
Noted.  The LEA has been added to Appendix 
3.  Individual schools can be added to the 
consultation list. 

008 Should Warwickshire and West Midlands Association of Local Councils be a 
consultee? 
 
Ditto local schools. 

Agree.  Amendment made to Appendix 3. 
 
 
Noted.  The LEA has been added to Appendix 
3.  Individual schools can be added to the 
consultation list. 

010 Although reference is made to a number of minority groups, the draft fails to 
inform how you will target these groups to ensure that they are consulted 
effectively, and their views will continue to remain invisible. 

Addition of new paragraph 4.6 

021 The Trust would also like to be included here as a consultee for planning 
applications that directly or indirectly affect the irreplaceable habitat of ancient 
woodland.  

Noted and agreed 
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024 Looks expensive - will outcomes justify this? Comments noted.  The costs of the SCI versus 

its effectiveness will be monitored in 
accordance with section 9 of the SCI 

031 There needs to be a title 'how the community and other bodies can be involved 
in the planning process', it's lost in the verbiage 

Amendment has been made to chapter 6 to 
make it clearer at what stage consultation will 
take place. 

033 It would be useful to list the stages where public participation will be required 
and the timescales available. 

Amendment has been made to chapter 6 to 
make it clearer at what stage consultation will 
take place. 

048 Should hold meetings / presentations specifically for farmers The Council will try to arrange meetings at a 
range of times and venues in order that the 
whole spectrum of individuals and 
organisations can attend 

059 There must be a period of say 15 minutes to allow the public to speak at 
planning meetings 

The issue of public speaking at Planning Board 
has already been considered by the Council in 
some depth.  It has been decided by the 
Council not to pursue this at present time 

060 Although sections on how NWBC will consult are comprehensive there is no 
specific guidance on how the public can become involved.  This may not be 
immediately obvious to someone new to the planning process.  Therefore the 
document would benefit from a section on how to proactively become involved 
(community involvement is implied throughout but not spelt out) 

The document introduces in what way people 
can get involved, who we will consult and at 
what point people can get involved.  The first 
step would be for people to be included on the 
mailing list, however it is uncertain how the 
document could be changed further in this 
respect. 
 
Individuals who are uncertain of how they can 
become involved in local planning issues which 
affect them can contact the Council or the West 
Midlands Planning Aid service. 

073 On the ground comments from Parish Councils should be recognised as a 
valuable contribution, not just a nuisance 

As specific consultation bodies, Parish 
Councils and their comments are recognised 
as being of importance, particularly due to the 
local, on the ground view that they can provide. 
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Question 4: Are the consultation methods identified in the SCI suitable? 
 
There were 55 responses to this question, with 48 respondents content that the consultation methods identified in the SCI are suitable.  
However, 6 of these respondents had comments to make on this area of the document.  7 respondents did not believe that the consultation 
methods identified in the SCI are suitable. 
 
 

Consultee 
Ref. Comment   Councils Response

004 

Advertising planning applications effectively remains a major challenge to the 
Council as most the methods listed will only filter through to those who are 
interested anyway.  Other than direct letter, which have high resource 
implications, perhaps an improvement in on-site notices by turning them into 
eye-catching posters, would be a more effective way of involving those who do 
not normally take an interest in planning.  Also planning officers are not 
available for public contact in the morning when people are more likely to want 
to speak to them.  It can take several days to make contact and this makes it 
difficult for members of the public to have their questions answered with any 
authority. 

The Council is aware of these issues and will 
give further consideration to how they can be 
dealt with.   

010 

In section 5 there is no mention of formally consulting with the Parish and Town
Councils, the only reference made to Parish and Town Councils is a 
presentation made by a member of the Forward Planning Team.  

 Section 5 of the SCI specifically deals with how 
the Council will consult, therefore it is not 
necessary to spell out who will be consulted in 
this section as this has already been done in 
Section 4. 
 

 
 
 
In item J, page 11, I note that information would be supplied for inclusion in 
Parish Newsletters, but not all communities within the authority have these, 
and the frequency of publication can vary greatly between different 
communities.   
 
 
With regard to Planning for Real, it would be helpful to give a specific example. 
As a Parish Council we are unaware of this type of consultation previously 
taking place within North Warwickshire Borough by the planning department, 
and given that resource implications are considered high, it would be helpful to 
give some examples of where this method of consultation might be used so as 
not to raise expectations within local communities. 

 Planning for Real is expensive and officers 
don't yet know when it will be utilised but they 
would like to use it at some stage, so it should 
remain as an option. 

This is appreciated, however, as noted by the 
Sustainable Community Plan, 24 of the 30 
parish and town councils have newsletters so 
this still could be an effective method of 
consultation to use wherever possible. 
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011 
Appendix 5 should be included in all consultation letters to help the consultees 
to identify what are 'relevant planning considerations' and what are not, 
hopefully saving everyone some time. 

This issues needs further consideration by the 
Council and the comment will be passed to 
Planning Control to consider.  

015 

In order to access harder to reach groups may need to consider running focus 
groups within community centres etc where these people meet. 

Agree and will do this wherever possible and 
resources permit.  Addition of new paragraph 
4.6 

019 

Para 5.2 I suggest that the last sentence also includes an explicit consideration 
of 'cost efficiency and effectiveness' 

Cost efficiency and effectiveness will be 
monitored throughout the LDF process.  A 
section on monitoring has already been 
included within the SCI and amendments have 
been made to this to further clarify how 
monitoring will take place. 

024 
Will consultation be translated into actions? All comments will be taken into account but 

may not be translated into the action that the 
representor is expecting 

031 Not clear, again why not a heading 'methods of consultation' Methods of consultation are included in the 
section 'how we will consult' 

033 
Although as stated above, it would be useful to mention how 'equalities groups' 
will be involved in the process as different methods may be required 

Addition of new paragraph 4.6. Different 
methods will be explored within the resources 
available. 

035 Very comprehensive and manage expectations clearly Comments noted and appreciated. 

059 

In local newspapers, include the local free newspapers eg 'Coleshill Gazette' 
and 'Coleshill Echo'   
 
In 7.8 include 'light'. 

The Coleshill Herald is already included as one 
of the local newspapers. 
 
Light has been included in the list.  The list has 
now been moved to Appendix 5. 

060 
Consultation must avoid an over-reliance on electronic communication Agree.  The Council has ensured that other, 

non-electronic forms of communication are also 
included in the list of consultation methods. 

066 

Section 5.1 does not clearly indicate how a hard copy will be made available 
during evenings or weekends, only Mon-Fri during the day.   
 
 
 
 
 
Method J describes presentation methods that will be used where 'required'.  
Who will make this decision?  L describes planning for real that will be used 

Hard copies are currently made available within 
libraries in the Borough.  Consideration will be 
given to the availability of documents for sale at 
these venues, although discussions will be 
needed with the library service to see if this is 
possible. 
 
Executive Board under the guidance of 
Forward Planning officers will make decisions, 
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where 'appropriate'.  Who will make this decision?   
 
Section 5.1 could include workshops or meetings, which have a greater 2-way 
emphasis than the methods mentioned. 
 
Section 5.4 states '...whilst not raising the expectations of the community'.  It is 
unclear what this statement means but could be interpreted as a get out 
clause. 

taking into account cost implications. 
 
Amendment made to document to add 
interactive workshops 
 
Removal of the last part of para 5.4.  It is 
important to note that the consultation methods 
used must be appropriate to each stage in the 
process, this will take into account staff 
resources available, time availability and cost 
implications. 

073 
We believe that involvement is essential but only effective if the Planning 
department starts to take notice of Parish Councils 

Noted.  No change required to document 

 
 
 
Question 5: Is the SCI realistic and achievable? 
 
There were 55 responses to this question, with 49 respondents content that the SCI is realistic and achievable.  However, 4 of these 
respondents had comments to make on this area of the document.  5 respondents did not believe that the SCI is realistic and achievable. 1 
person did not answer yes or no to the question, but commented that they were not in a position to make a judgement on this issue. 
 
 

Consultee 
Ref. Comment   Councils Response

004 

There is a danger that the public are suffering from consultation fatigue and 
that the SCI is too bland and too non-specific to interest them.  If there is a low 
response to this questionnaire the Council needs to engage more vigorously 
with the public. 

This is appreciated, however consultation is a 
key requirement of the planning system.  The 
Council will try and engage with public in the 
most effective way whilst avoiding consultation 
fatigue. 

010 We are not sure or convinced that the timetable is both realistic and achievable 
but cannot offer any solutions / changes. 

No comment 

012 Suggest at least 4 members of the public sit on planning committee to offset 
the party planning regime 

No change required to document 

016 Providing sufficient finance and staff available Noted and agree  

024 
People are interested in the planning process but they are not always confident 
with the outcomes.  Eg Quad bike track at Coleshill, which no-one I spoke to 
knew anything about and it's next to the cemetery! 

No comment. 
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031 Not sure, only time will tell agree 

033 There is a clear statement about the Council's resources and the resource 
implications of the methods proposed 

Noted 

036 

Local newspapers should include the Heartland Evening News and any other 
locally available daily / weekly newspapers 

Noted, however there are increased cost 
implications with going to more than one 
newspaper.  It is appreciated that officers 
should make more use of North Talk 

046 

Too much outside input into NWBC plans looks to be a problem.  This 
community involvement is for people of North Warwickshire not the full list in 
appendix 2 and 3. The adjoining bodies outside North Warwickshire should be 
told after not before. 

It is a key requirement of new planning system 
to involve as many people as possible and this 
does include people who may be located 
outside but have an interest in the borough 

 
 
 
Question 6:  Does the SCI sufficiently show how the Council will feed the results of community involvement into its preparation of 

Development Plan Documents and Supplementary Planning Documents? 
 
There were 55 responses to this question, with 50 respondents content that the SCI is realistic and achievable.  5 respondents did not 
believe that the SCI shows how results of community involvement will be fed into the preparation of documents.  
 

Consultee 
Ref. Comment   Councils Response

004 

It is not explained how Village Design Statements and Parish Plans can 
achieve Development Plan status.  People engaged in their preparation 
because they felt that the plans would enable them to have a say in the future 
development of their community.  This is now being proved to be incorrect and 
is another reason why local people may ignore consultation exercises.  Para 
4.39-44 of PPS12 provides a mechanism for SPG to be transformed into a 
Supplementary Planning Document and we see no reason why this should not 
be done.  If the Council is serious about sustainable development it must 
ensure that all development control decisions are fully compliant with this 
principle. 

These comments are not strictly relevant to the 
SCI.  However it is worth noting that Village 
Design Statements cannot achieve 
Development Plan Status.  They may be 
considered as Supplementary Planning 
Documents but in order for this to occur they 
must go through the sustainability appraisal 
process and their contents must not go against 
Development Plan policy 
 

010 
There is no mention that a Town or Parish Council will receive in their own right 
copies of the documents mentioned and do we assume that we would need to 
view documents at the Council House or in the Library? 

The Council will ensure that all specific 
consultation bodies receive their own free copy 
of planning policy documents. 

018 
On the evidence to date, personal prejudice by planners will far outweigh any 
amount of public concern.  There is no indication of the way in which such 
concern will receive a fair and balanced hearing. 

Planning officers must always give their 
professional opinion.   
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019 

Para 6.8 refers to 3 specific SPDs - are these the only SPDs to be produced or 
examples?  The LDS may only currently cover these 3 ones but the SCI should 
not restrict its scope and therefore these should be cited as examples.   
 
 
Table 2 does not reflect the text in 6.7.4 where it states that for preferred 
options consultation methods J-L will be used, the table only indicates J and K. 
This is inconsistent.   

 

 
It is unclear whether the consultation statements in 6.11 is the same as the 
consultation report in 6.9.3 if it is the same then consistent nomenclature would 
be less confusing.  

The reference to specific SPD titles has now 
been removed.  There is already a note to refer 
to the Local Development Scheme for details 
on SPDs. 
 
Amendment has been made to the document in 
line with comment. 
 
 
Noted, these are the same documents.  A 
reference in 6.11 is made to note that these are 
the same documents as previously referred to. 

024 

A flow diagram may help.  
 
 
 Will the views of a tiny minority really influence officers and elected members? 
Realistically, I think not. 

 It is the planning merits of comments that are 
taken into account, i.e. 

Amendment made to paragraph 6.11 to clarify 
this. 
 

what is being said, not 
who the comment comes from or how many 
comments on the same subject have been 
submitted. 

 
 
Question 7: Does the SCI include sufficient mechanisms for reviewing the SCI in the future?  
 
There were 54 responses to this question, with 43 respondents content that the SCI includes sufficient information on review mechanisms.  
However, 3 of these respondents had comments to make on this area of the document.  11 respondents did not believe that the SCI 
includes enough information on review of the document. 
 
 

Consultee 
Ref. Comment   Councils Response

004 

Section 9 does not give enough detail about the timescale and mechanism for 
review.  It implies an on-going process but does not specify that an annual 
monitoring report will be produced and that it must be integrated with the 
community strategy (see PPS12 para 4.45-52).  This should be made clear in 
the SCI, so that the public can be informed of progress. 

Amendment of paragraph 13.1 and addition of 
paragraph 13.2 to clarify. 

007 
Consult Parish Plans where they are available Parish Plans which have been taken on as 

material considerations by the Council will be 
considered. 
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008 
Consult Village Design Statements and Parish Plans where they are available. The Parish Plans and Village Design 

Statements which have been taken on as 
material considerations will be considered 

010 

It is not clear how you report back the contents of the annual monitoring 
statement to both Town and Parish Councils and wider public… 
 
 
 
  
 
…or who will be consulted if the need arises to review the use of a particular 
consultation method, consultation should take place with all stakeholders. 

The Annual Monitoring Report is a public 
document which is submitted to the 
Government Office for the West Midlands by 
the 31st December each year.  Annual 
Monitoring Reports are made available on the 
Councils website and at the Council House. 
 
Any method for evaluation will be set out in 
AMR 

018 In theory only  No comment 

019 

It is not possible for the Council to continuously review the effectiveness of the 
SCI.  Change 'continuously' to 'periodically' in para 9.1.  There is also no 
consideration of cost, a suggested addition is "in some cases the consultation 
methods being used by become prohibitively expensive for the level of 
engagement achieved and therefore non cost-effective.  Methods will be 
reviewed". 

 Amendment of paragraph 13.1 and addition of 
paragraph 13.2 to clarify this. 

024 Poor reference, section?  The future is what? Next week, month, year, 
decade? 

Amendment of paragraph 13.1 and addition of 
paragraph 13.2 to clarify this. 

031 Again, not clear again a title 'Mechanisms for Reviewing the Statement of 
Community Involvement' would be helpful 

Amendment of paragraph 13.1 and addition of 
paragraph 13.2 to clarify this. 

033 
It states a review will be carried out in 9.1 but does not detail how this will be 
achieved.  It would be beneficial to move this section forward to under 
paragraph 6.11 and to provide more detail of monitoring mechanisms. 

Amendment of paragraph 13.1 and addition of 
paragraph 13.2 to clarify this. 

036 

When more traffic will be the result of the planning applications then the 
notification of a planning application should be wider.   
 
 
 
For larger developments we think the case officer should not be the only one to 
decide who should be notified.  
 
  
Also the response period in some cases should be longer. 

It is difficult to give a blanket approach to 
notification as the extent of notification can 
differ depending on the size and scope of the 
application. 
 
 It is not only the case officer, but also the 
validating officer who decides on the extent of 
notification. 
  
The statutory time period the Council has for 
dealing with applications makes extending 
consultation periods impractical.  It is possible 
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for individuals or organisations to request an 
extension and officers  will do their best to be 
sympathetic to any requests 
 
 
 
 

041 The review mechanism should be given a time frame, yearly by yearly Agree. Amendment of paragraph 13.1 and 
addition of paragraph 13.2 to clarify this. 

044 As far as I can tell, only going to be clear in time  No comment 

056 
The only information on review seems to be in section 9 and this only covers 
consultation methods.  Shouldn't there be a note about other reasons for 
amendment, eg changes in legislation? 

Amendment made to paragraph 13.1 to note 
changes in legislation 

066 Section 9.1 says continual review will take place.  Is this daily, weekly, monthly, 
annually? 

Noted. Amendment of paragraph 13.1 and 
addition of paragraph 13.2 to clarify this. 

 
 
Question 8: Does the SCI clearly describe the Council’s policy for consultation on planning applications? 
 
There were 56 responses to this question, with 45 respondents content that the SCI includes sufficient information on review mechanisms.  
However, 3 of these respondents had comments to make on this area of the document.  11 respondents did not believe that the SCI 
includes enough information on review of the document. 
 

Consultee 
Ref. Comment   Councils Response

004 

The Council should engage in pre-application consultation as is required by 
Government.  NWBC has always resisted this and as a result planning 
applications meet with problems at the post application stage.  These could be 
avoided if the Council was more open to the public at an early stage.  In 
Atherstone, Phoenix Yard, Britannia Mill and St Mary's Church, would have all 
benefited from pre-application consultation, but none has taken place.   
 
The Council needs to recognise that its judgment is often wrong (in Atherstone, 
Charles Wills Court was allowed despite serious concern about its impact on 
the landscape and Aldi was refused despite strong public support).   
 
 
 
The Council should also allow public speaking at planning meetings.  This is a 

Pre-application information regarding 
commercial development is confidential.  
However, the information is made available on 
the case file if and when an application is 
submitted.  Many pre-application discussions 
do not result in an application being submitted. 
 
It is the duty of planning officers to make a 
professional recommendation on each 
application and material reasons are needed if 
the Council does not take that advice on 
board. 
 
The issue of public speaking at Planning 
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serious defect. Board has already been considered by the 

Council in some depth.  It has been decided by 
the Council not to pursue this at present time 

008 
Time for consultation responses is too short at 3 weeks eg many responses 
from principal authority departments are late! 

Noted.   It is possible for consultation 
deadlines to be extended after prior contact 
with the relevant case officer. 

010 

1) para 7.6 - Parish and Town Councils do not appear within the list of statutory 
consultation.  
 
2) Note that we have 21 days to respond to a planning application.  However 
we would draw your attention to the number of recent applications for Ansley 
Parish Council which have not been received by us until 10 days after the date 
on the application form, which means that we have less time to consider the 
application than under the old system. This is resulting in the Clerk having to 
ask for a time extension in the majority of cases.  
 
3) para 7.12 mentions that substantive proposals will be available for inspection 
in public libraries.  However a non specialist reader may not know what you 
mean by this and some examples would be useful to clarify the position.  
 
4) para 7.13 suggests that only interested groups and bodies need to respond, 
what about individuals?  
 
5) Could you include that to improve the planning system a list of all 
neighbourhood notifications / consultees consulted are sent with planning 
applications and plans to Parish Councils so that if they believe that a particular 
individual or group should have been consulted they can make a request to the 
case officer.  
 
6) In 7.26 we are not clear about which developments benefit from planning 
permission in principle with regards to 28 or 56 days.  
 
 
 
7) Would like to see included the value added to applications by use of pre-
application meetings.  This is presently done by 2 elected members and 2 
parish councillors who are invited to trawl through determined applications to 
see and report on what added value came from the pre-application process.  
 

Parish Councils added to the list 
 
 
The Council is aware of this problem, however 
this issue will certainly improve when the 
Council has full electronic service delivery 
 
 
 
 
Amendment made to include the words ‘(such 
as major departments from the Development 
Plan) 
 
 Amendment made to include individuals. 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
Amendment made to document to note that 
the 28 days relates to certain agricultural 
development and 56 days relates to 
telecommunications development. 
 
Noted.  This is reported on annually 
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8) Para 7.31 there is a formal complaints procedure but you fail to say what it is, 
timescales, who can reason etc.  
 
 
9) Para 7.32 the Councils procedures for handling enforcement matters should 
be an appendix to this document and copies sent to all Town and Parish 
Councils as well as available on the Council website. 

Amendment to note that further information is 
available on the Council’s website and at 
planning reception at the Council House. 

011 
Appendix 5 should be included in all consultation letters to help the consultees 
to identify what are 'relevant planning considerations' and what are not, 
hopefully saving everyone some time. 

Comments noted.  The Council is currently in 
the process of reviewing the information that 
goes out with planning applications. 

013 

Para 7.7 is incorrect for consultations with English Nature on matters affecting 
SSSIs.  See para 72 of ODPM Circular 06/2005 English Nature is allowed 28 
days to respond (but will try to be quicker than that). 

 Amendment made to document to note that it 
is 28 day for the statutory consultees. 

018 
Again, consultation is merely playing games.  Paying lip service to public 
concern is an abuse of money and power if no provision is made for a fair and 
balanced view of the issues. 

No comment 

019 

The statutory consultees in 7.6 are not consistent with those stated in Appendix 
2.  Would it be clearer to have one appendix for statutory consultees and a 
separate one for local parish councils?  If would not then be necessary to list 
them in 7.6. 

 The statutory consultees for planning 
applications and the local planning process are 
not all the same.  This is why those for 
planning applications are highlighted 
separately within the text of the document. 

023 

I think it wrong that objectors have to be named as this would prevent many 
people from objecting for fear of reprisals.  
 
Why is it ok then to protect the identity of people reporting after illegal 
developments or whatever?  If one circumstance allows confidentiality then so 
should the other in my view. 

Representations are public documents 
 
 
Information regarding enforcement must 
remain confidential under paragraph 13 of Part 
1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government 
Act 1972 

024 

Some issues are said to be confidential.  How and why?  This has been the 
case in Coleshill, we are informed that it is not in our interests to be aware! (I 
refer to the fiasco of the Leisure Centre / Supermarket / Fire - Police Station) 

 Information regarding enforcement must 
remain confidential under paragraph 13 of Part 
1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government 
Act 1972 

031 Neighbour Notification' needs explaining ie 'What is Neighbour Notification'?  
Can't find the heading "Policy for Consultation on Planning Applications" 

 No comment 

059 7.13 - 14  Important to keep a record of names and addresses of all you 
consult, so many complain that they weren't told. 

 Noted 
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066 

Section 6.7.3 and 6.7.4 both use the term 'where appropriate' but give no 
indication of by who and on what criteria these judgements will be made.   
 
 
Section 7.12 describes 'substantive proposals', what are the criteria for such 
proposals?  This section also states decisions will be made according to 
planning manager discretion.  This is somewhat arbitary and does not appear to 
be independent.  What criteria will they use in making such a decision.   
 
 
Section 7.13 and 7.16 describes the 21-day time frame for representations.  
Where does this come from, a reference would be useful.  Also, is there any 
scope for extension?   
 
 
7.22 states that representations on planning applications cannot be made in 
person at present.  This does not appear consistent with the SCIs stance on 
involving all parts of the community, as it could exclude those who are unable to 
make a written representation such as those with learning difficulties or physical 
disability.   
 
7.21 should include additional details on the complaints procedure or where to 
find it. 

Executive Board under the guidance of 
Forward Planning officers will make decisions, 
taking into account cost implications. 
 
No formal set criteria.  There is no 
independence needed here as it just 
determines what applications will be available 
to view in libraries.  All applications can be 
viewed at the Council House. 
 
It is considered to be a reasonable time period 
without impacting on the requirements on the 
Council to determine planning applications 
within 8 weeks. 
 
An individual can appoint an agent to submit a 
representation on their behalf.  
Representations must be made in writing so 
there is a definitive record of what has been 
said. 
 
Amendment made to note that information on 
the procedure is available on the Council’s 
website and at Planning reception at the 
Council House. 

073 But only if notice is taken Noted 
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Other Comments 
 
A section was included at the end of the questionnaire for those responding to add any additional comments that they may have about the 
document.  Furthermore some people responded to the consultation using a letter rather than the questionnaire.  These comments will now 
be considered. 
 
 

Consultee 
Ref. Comment Councils Response 

002 
Welcome inclusion of Mobile Operators Association within list of consultees in 
Appendix 3 of the document and intention to consult these bodies on the 
Councils Local Development Documents 

Comments noted 

003 
Disappointed not to be included in Appendix 3 but pleased that item 4.2 on 
page 7 advises that the consultation database will be regularly updated so that 
new consultees can be added at any stage. 

Comments noted, Theatre Trust has been 
added to the list in Appendix 3.  

004 

The Council has a serious lack of confidence in the public which is preventing it 
from fully entering into the spirit of community involvement in the planning 
process.  Pre-application consultation will remove public suspicion and rumour 
from large applications.   
 
 
 
Public speaking at planning meetings works well in most other authorities and 
allows those who are not so eloquent on paper to express their view directly.  If 
a limited time is set (say 2 or 3 minutes) it will not result in overlong meetings.  
 
 
 
We are also concerned at the high level of delegation which is allowing very 
large applications to be determined without a public report or debate and 
without the involvement of the planning committee. 

Not all pre-applications result in an application 
being submitted.  The Council advises during 
pre-application discussions on potential major 
developments that the applicant should 
undertake some consultation before 
submitting an application. 
 
The issue of public speaking at Planning 
Board has already been considered by the 
Council in some depth.  It has been decided 
by the Council not to pursue this at present 
time 
 
The Council has an agreed scheme of 
delegation. 

005 
I cannot find any reference to the use of S106 agreements as do our 
neighbouring councils to raise funds for community benefit.  I would support the 
introduction of these methods of community fundraising. 

These comments are not relevant to the SCI.  

006 This is the first document I have studied - it appears to cover most if not all 
eventualities Comments noted 
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007 
Pleased to see a statement of community involvement drafted.  As ususal, 
consultation period is too short, having regard to councils only holding monthly 
meetings. 

The planning system is governed by separate 
legislation and at present the requirements are 
for a 6-week consultation period.  However, in 
recognition of the Warwickshire Compact 
officers will endeavour to get documents sent 
out 2 weeks prior to the start of the 
consultation period to ensure that those 
wishing to comment have sufficient time. 
 
In terms of planning applications extensions to 
consultation periods may be permitted after 
contact with the relevant case officer. 

008 In 6.9.1 'evidence gathering' is mentioned.  Check on Curdworth Parish Plan 
for information relating to DPDs and SPDs. 

The Council will check all parish plans that it 
takes on as material considerations 

010 

There are a lot of documents to be read which are only accessible at the 
Council offices or libraries.  Given the limitations of rural public transport in 
some communities together with some rural deprivation it could be that you are 
disadvantaging some groups of society. 
 
Paragraph 3.4 states other documents which are of particular importance but 
does not state why, it assumes a non specialist reader will know. 

The Council is fully aware that access to 
documents is an issue and will endeavour to 
use range of methods to see this improved. 
 
 
Paragraph deleted 

012 An independent jury to monitor planning before presented to committee No change required to document 

013 English Nature is merging with the Countryside Agency and the Rural 
Development Service on October 1 2006, and will be called Natural England. Noted 

014 

Please use plain English.  I work for another Council and we are determined to 
use simple, easily understood language.  I suspect there would be a 
considerable number of people who would be put off by the document you 
sent. 

Noted.  Wherever possible, technical 
language has been minimised.  However, due 
to the nature of the planning system it is hard 
to get away completely from the use of jargon.

018 

A statement by the local authority on each consultation clearly indicating the 
criteria for the final decision and indicating the views of the interested bodies, 
especially noting the reasons for any rejection and the evidence to support 
such rejection 

 All applications have officers reports attached 
to the case file. 

019 
Appendix 4 does not make it clear when community involvement occurs.  
Consultation points should either be separately identified or highlighted in 
some way. 

Amendments have been made to Section 6 of 
the document to try and clarify this issue. 
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020 
Did not find the document user friendly because of the use of continual 
abbreviations.  Made reading difficult when not familiar with the terms used - 
had to backtrack on many occasions for full definitions. 

Comments noted. The use of abbreviations 
has been minimised throughout the SCI 
document.  However, these abbreviations are 
being used in a planning context by other 
organisations and it is important for planning 
documents to use them to ensure that people 
become familiar with them. 

023 

I think that the content of the SCI is wrong however, this comes under planning 
law which is biased in favour of developers.  I can't believe I read objections 
about moral issues as an adjunct to prejudice! So an abbatoir can be built in 
my street and I can't object for moral reasons!  No wonder we are in the state 
we are in.  Only development and money seem to matter.  The SCI seems ok it 
is planning laws that stink. 

No comment. 

024 
This document is long.  The SCI should be one side of A4. I lost interest in the 
document after page 5.  The public want transparency and brevity.  They also 
want to know what is going on. 

Noted.  In order to meet the requirements of 
government guidance on SCI’s it would be 
impossible for the Council to include 
everything on one side of A4.  The Council will 
produce a separate summary of the document 
to assist with this issue. 

026 

The Federation is pleased to note its inclusion within the list of consultees at 
Appendix 3 of the document and asks that it continue to be consulted at all 
stages of the LDF process.  The Federation also asks that the council does not 
place undue reliance on participatory methods of consultation and that 
sufficient notice is paid to written representations.  Where an organisation may 
be involved in a number of plans, it is not always possible to meet a local 
authority's timescale with regard to focus groups etc. 

Noted – Written representations carry the 
same weight as any other form of 
representation. 

029 
At this stage the company does not have any particular comment to make 
about the draft SCI, however it is keen to ensure that it is consulted at future 
stages of document preparation. 

Noted 

031 

There is no key for the map on back page and it is not clear what it is for.  Does 
not appear to be referred to in the text.   
 
 
Why doesn’t the document use the headings underlined in this questionnaire? 
   
 
 
 
 

 Key added to the appendix for clarification.  It 
is referred to in paragraph 9.15 of the 
document 
 
The precise titles of the questions within the 
questionnaire do not appear in the document, 
they were worded to gain a view from people 
after they had read the document to see if 
they believed that all information required had 
been included in the document. 
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No SAE, will limit return. 

 
Comments noted.  This is an issue that the 
Council needs further advice on due to cost 
implications 

033 The layout is clear which will be of benefit to those not familiar with the 
planning system and its terminology. Noted 

035 Many thanks for taking the time to provide a clear and concise document Noted 

037 

The recognition and acceptance of the bodies included in Appendix 3 as part of 
the 'community' who will be involved in the process, is welcomed.  The 
importance of the private sector, land owners and developers in bringing 
forward development through direct investment is a vital component of 
Planning and Community Development.  Appendix 3 refers to IM Properties 
(Dordon) Limited but because the company's interests are boroughwide, it is 
requested that this be amended to read IM Properties Plc. 

Comments noted. Amendment of Appendix in 
line with representation. 

040 Waiting to see how it runs  Noted 

041 

Very thorough.  A link to the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) 
Regulations 2004 should be available on your website or even provided with 
this document being sent out for review. References are made throughout the 
document 

Agree.  A link to a copy of the Regulations will 
be placed on the Council’s website and a copy 
will be made available to view at Planning 
Reception at  the Council House 

045 

People living closest to any major new development should be regarded as 
having a veto if they have a justifiable reason to object.  Any new development 
should be required to not meet minimum requirements but to substantially 
exceed them and to work with local residents to combat any objections 

No amendment made to document 

046 
In appendix 5 the not should be removed in matters relevant to planning 
consideration.  If the not relevant are discounted from consideration then this 
draft statement is a waste of time, nothing should be discounted 

The list in the appendix is based on common 
practice across the country. 

047 I agree in principle with the objectives but cannot help but feel that planning 
time will increase together with cost 

Noted.  This may become evident through 
monitoring of the SCI. 

048 
What are you doing to consult with farming organisations or representatives of 
the agricultural community? Farmers are the largest group of landowners in the 
borough and therefore direct discussion is very important 

Individual farmers can be added to the 
consultation list if they wish.  On a wider level 
the Council will make use of the Rural Forum 
to gain the views of the agricultural 
community. 

052 
Thank you for sharing this document with us, as it appears very satisfying.  
One comment we would make is that although you sent it to 3m UK Plc, we are 
not listed as a body in the list of other consultees 

Added to Consultees 
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056 I think you should have included an envelope or a free post address if you 
wanted to get a higher response 

Comments noted.  This is an issue that the 
Council needs further advice on due to cost 
implications 

057 

I am pleased that the community will have a chance to see all planning.  
People will be able to right the wrongs they consider may happen before they 
do.  Ie the Lloyds building in Manor Road built to replace the one burnt down.  
Twice the size with security lights that light the rooms in our house. 

Noted. 

058 

No specific criticism of the paper but am disillusioned with the whole planning 
process. Why is there no consultation with the public on cases of breaches of 
planning control?  It seems that the best way to get planning permission is to 
apply retrospectively.   
 
Has the Council ever had a building demolished when it was erected prior to 
planning permission?  Alternatively you might get your planning permission and 
then change the goal posts.  Nothing is ever done about it.  Anyone who has 
the cash to appeal eventually wins anyway.  
 
 In 7.8 it gives a list of occasions when development is likely to create wider 
concern.  I can give you 2 examples within the parish of Nether Whitacre that 
have been opposed on these grounds and yet have got permission.  Nobody is 
interested in policies or laws that can be manipulated by individuals. 

Information regarding enforcement must 
remain confidential under paragraph 13 of 
Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local 
Government Act 1972 
 
Yes, there are several cases, including 
industrial buildings and workshops. 
 
 
 
No comment 

059 6.8 Suggest SPDs on 1. Listed Buildings and 2. Car Parking 
Noted, the list of SPDs has now been 
removed from the document, as it is more 
appropriate to just refer to the Council’s LDS. 

061 

Councillors thank you for the opportunity to make comment on community 
involvement draft and at the last Parish Council meeting it was agreed to 
respond asking to be notified and consulted on any projects either adjoining or 
impacting on Meriden Council 

Noted 

063 

We generally support the Statement of Community Involvement.  We would 
wish to be consulted at all stages of the production of the Local Development 
Framework, as we would like to establish a meaningful dialogue with the 
Council as the LDF progresses. 

noted 
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064 

Para 2.2 -  believe that the first sentence is not legally correct.  It is our 
understanding tht the Regional Spatial Strategy for the West Midlands has in 
fact already replaced Regional Planning Guidance and where there is a conflict 
with Structure Plan Policies, the Regional Spatial Strategy takes precedence.  
This paragraph needs amending accordingly.   
 
Para 6.7.3 - Believe that this SCI should name the issues and options papers 
being considered.  These documents must be known at this stage and for 
clarity for the public, they ought to be mentioned.  There could be a caveat 
indicating that additional issues and options papers may be produced at a later 
date in order to cover the Council.   
 
 
Para 7.16 - it ought to be made clear in this section that written objections must 
be received within the 21 day period in order to be properly recorded / 
considered and that receipt of thses objections outside of this time span may 
not be considered.  This will add weight to the Council's present procedures 
and place a greater onus on objectors to meet the time scale.  
 
Para 7.32 - we believe that this paragraph ought to indicate that where 
enforcement action is authorised that that action should be made available to 
the public through a public route such as the Council's website, publication in a 
local newspaper or other appropriate public methods.   
 
Appendix 3 please add Maxstoke Estate to the list of consultation bodies.  
This has not been picked up previously, although a considerable number of 
consultations and planning applications on behalf of the Maxstoke Estate / 
Dilke family have been submitted previously 
 
 

Amendment made to paragraph 2.2 for 
clarification. 
 
 
 
 
The Local Development Scheme is the 
appropriate place to set out the documents 
that the Council intends to produce.  As the 
LDS is updated every 3 years, inclusion of this 
information in the SCI could result in it going 
out of date relatively quickly. 
 
Amendment made to document to take this 
into account. 
 
 
 
 
Information regarding enforcement must 
remain confidential under paragraph 13 of 
Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local 
Government Act 1972 
 
Maxstoke Estate included in list of consultees.

065 

Para 2.2 -  believe that the first sentence is not legally correct.  It is our 
understanding tht the Regional Spatial Strategy for the West Midlands has in 
fact already replaced Regional Planning Guidance and where there is a conflict 
with Structure Plan Policies, the Regional Spatial Strategy takes precedence.  
This paragraph needs amending accordingly.   
 
Para 6.7.3 - Believe that this SCI should name the issues and options papers 
being considered.  These documents must be known at this stage and for 
clarity for the public, they ought to be mentioned.  There could be a caveat 

Amendment made to paragraph 2.2 for 
clarification. 
 
 
 
 
The Local Development Scheme is the 
appropriate place to set out the documents 
that the Council intends to produce.  As the 
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indicating that additional issues and options papers may be produced at a later 
date in order to cover the Council.   
 
 
Para 7.16 - it ought to be made clear in this section that written objections must 
be received within the 21 day period in order to be properly recorded / 
considered and that receipt of thses objections outside of this time span may 
not be considered.  This will add weight to the Council's present procedures 
and place a greater onus on objectors to meet the time scale.  
 
Para 7.32 - we believe that this paragraph ought to indicate that where 
enforcement action is authorised that that action should be made available to 
the public through a public route such as the Council's website, publication in a 
local newspaper or other appropriate public methods. 
 

LDS is updated every 3 years, inclusion of this 
information in the SCI could result in it going 
out of date relatively quickly. 
 
Amendment made to document to take this 
into account. 
 
 
 
 
Information regarding enforcement must 
remain confidential under paragraph 13 of 
Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local 
Government Act 1972 

066 

Sections 6.7.4, 6.7.6 and 6.9.2: In each of these sections there is reference to 
a consultation period of 6 or 4-6 weeks.  In accordance with the Warwickshire 
Compact Good Practice Code on Consultation and Policy Appraisal to which 
NWBC are a signatory the SCI should conform with the following guidance: 
"Formal consultation periods, requiring written responses, will normally be 
twelve weeks unless there is a requirement to provide information more 
quickly.  In exceptional and urgent circumstances eight weeks will generally be 
the minimum acceptable consultation period."  It appears that the SCI does not 
comply with this. 

 The planning system is governed by separate 
legislation and at present the requirements are 
for a 6-week consultation period.  However, in 
recognition of the Warwickshire Compact 
officers will endeavour to get documents sent 
out 2 weeks prior to the start of the 
consultation period to ensure that those 
wishing to comment have sufficient time. 

068 

In terms of section 7, Birmingham International Airport Ltd should be added to 
the list of statutory consultees set out in Paragraph 7.6.    In addition it should 
be added to the list of consultees at Appendix 2 Statutory Consultees / Specific 
Consultation Bodies (together with the Civil Aviation Authority who have been 
included in Appendix 3). 

Amendment made to document 

069 

1) The flow diagram is helpful as it explains how the SCI fits into the new 
planning process. It would help if the introduction, included some background 
about the Council and a map showing the Council's area to help organisations 
being consulted. 
 
 2) Support the Council's approach to the LDF process. Agree the SCI is 
important as it sits alongside the Community Plan which has spatial and land 
use planning implications.  
 
3) Pleased to note that the Highways Agency is included in the list of statutory 

Comments noted.  Section on the context of 
North Warwickshire Borough Council has 
been added to the introductory section. 
 
 
Comments noted and appreciated. 
 
 
 
Comments noted and appreciated 
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consultees and that the Council's intention is to exceed the minimum standards 
required.  
 
4) With reference to the pre-production stage of DPDs we note that the SCI 
acknowledges the possible need to consult bodies as well as Warwickshire 
County Council. Note and appreciate level of resources required for 
consultation element of the process but consider it crucial to involve the 
Highways Agency at the pre-production stage rather than the production stage 
particularly for the Core Strategy and Site Allocations DPDs. Important that 
development is located in the right location for accessibility and to ensure that 
the development does not have an adverse impact on the trunk road / 
motorway network. 
 
5) Note that the Council will consult statutory consultees but precisely who gets 
consulted will vary with the nature of the planning application, its location and 
definitions within the regulations.  We would like to be consulted on any 
application that might have an impact on the Motorway and Trunk Road 
network. 
 
 

 
 
 
Comments noted.  Amendment to paragraph 
to note that there may be a need to consult 
with specific consultation bodies at pre-
application stage.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Noted 

070 

The Regional Assembly does not wish to be consulted on any documents 
pertaining to a Statement of Community Involvement, Sustainability 
Assessment or Strategic Environmental Assessment.  However, in respect of 
an SCI, we would like to make a generic comment that the Regional Assembly 
is now a statutory consultee with regard to regionally significant planning 
applications as outlined in Schedule 6, paragraph 16 of the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and this should therefore be reflected in such 
Statements. 

Comments noted.  West Midlands Regional 
Assembly added to list of statutory consultees 
for planning applications. 
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071 

1) Recommend that the following statutory and non governmental 
organisations within the heritage sector are included in the planning process: 
CABE, Ancient Monuments Society, Council for British Archaeology, Society 
for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, The Georgian Group, The Victorian 
Society, The Twentieth Century Society, Garden History Society, The National 
Trust, Local Civic / Amenity Society, Local Building Preservation Trust, Local 
Archaeological and Antiquarian Societies and local history societies. We 
encourage the close involvement of your own conservation staff [including the 
county archaeologist] in the consultation process and in the preparation of 
Development Plan Documents, as well as your Heritage and Design 
Champions.  
 
2) Refer to "Planning and Development in the Historic Environment - A Charter 
for English Heritage Advisory Services" - The principles set out in this charter 
should inform the Council's consultation approach to significant planning 
applications.  
 
3) We would be grateful if you could continue to send any correspondence and 
documents relating to the LDF or SPD to our West Midlands Office, for the 
attention of the Regional Planner.  We would ask that consultations are sent in 
hard copy to ensure that we can engage fully in the process. 4) Whilst English 
Heritage is a statutory consultee for SEA, we do not have the capacity to 
attend SEA/SA workshops, If it is proposed to hold such an event, you should 
ensure that your Conservation Officer and a representative from the County 
Council's archaeology service is invited to attend and advise on any issues 
relating to the historic environment.  We will, of course, respond to any 
correspondence relating to SEA at the appropriate stages. 
 
 

Comments noted.  Organisations added to the 
list of general consultees.  Will look into who 
are the ’Local Archaeological and Antiquarian 
Societies and local history societies’ in the 
area and add them to the list of consultees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
Comments noted. 
 

073 

The Planning Department should give more credability to Parish Councils and 
indeed meet with councillors on site where it is obvious that the Planning 
Department do not agree with Parish Council responses.  The 'on the ground' 
knowledge could help the Planning Department 

 Comments noted. 
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Comments from the Government Office for the West Midlands 
 

Comment Councils Response 
Presentation and Structure: 
 
The SCI may be the first document related to planning and development that the 
community and stakeholders refer to. It is therefore essential that there is consistency 
and clarity in purpose throughout and, wherever possible, simplicity. For consistency, on 
the Contents page the first letter of each word in 5. “How We Will Consult” should be in 
capitals. Also, the heading, between 6. and 7. should read “Consulting on Planning 
Applications”. 
 
There are specific sections explaining who and how you will consult. However, at present 
the information on when you will consult is ‘hidden’ within the lengthy section 6 and 
appendix 4. You may wish to consider including a specific section entitled ‘When We Will 
Consult’.   

 
 
Amendments made in accordance with 
comment. 
 
 
 
 
 
Section 6 has been amended significantly to 
assist in clarifying this issue. 
 
 

Detailed comments regarding: Abbreviations Used in this Document 
 
AMR could usefully be added to the list of abbreviations. 

 
 
AMR added to list of abbreviations 

Detailed comments regarding Section 1: Introduction 
 
This section is clear and concise. However, it would be useful to include a general profile 
of the area to demonstrate the nature of the community and also ensure that local 
circumstances are reflected within the SCI. 

 
 
Profile of North Warwickshire added to this 
section. 

Detailed comments regarding Section 2: A New Planning System: Local 
Development Frameworks (LDFs) 
 
This section provides a good overview of the new planning system. In the footnote, why 
are there H’s at each end of the web address? 

 
 
 
H’s at each end of web address removed. 

Detailed comments regarding Section 3: Links with Other Plans and Policies 
 
Paragraph 3.3 – The Community Plan is produced by the LSP, therefore the first 
sentence needs re-phrasing. 

 
 
Paragraph 3.3 amended. 

Detailed comments regarding Section 4: Who We Will Consult 
 
In the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004, the 
names assigned to groups of consultees differ for planning documents and planning 
applications. Planning documents have statutory periods of consultation when it is 

 
 
Amendment made to section 4 in line with 
representation. 
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necessary to consult with specific consultation bodies and general consultees. For 
planning applications there are statutory consultees. The reference to ‘statutory 
consultees’ need to be replaced by ‘specific consultation bodies’ in paragraphs 4.1 and 
4.2. Also, the Regulations state that it is a requirement that both specific and general 
consultees must be consulted. This is not clear from paragraphs 4.1 and 4.2. As a large 
number of the specific consultation bodies are the same as the statutory consultees for 
planning applications  Appendix 2 does not need to be amended. 
 
It is good that ‘hard to reach’ groups are mentioned. However, there is very little 
reference to voluntary and community groups that are not considered ‘hard to reach’. 
Also, due to the nature of the area covered by North Warwickshire, we would expect to 
see reference to rural residents.  
 
Paragraph 4.2 – It may be wise to redraft the second sentence.  
 
Paragraph 4.4 – The last sentence would be clearer if reworded “….to ensure that no 
equalities groups are excluded….”  Also, what methods do you intend using to consult 
with ‘hard to reach groups’? 
 
Paragraph 4.5 – The first sentence of this paragraph could usefully be revised as it is 
lengthy and appears to be unclear. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amendment made to document. 
 
 
 
 
 
Amendment made to document. 

Detailed comments regarding Section 5: How We Will Consult 
 
Paragraph 5.1 –  
 
Section B – ‘Telephone and E-mail’ could usefully be revised for the following reasons: 

• The first sentence states that “…Officers will be available to give information and 
advice in person….”  This would be better placed in Section A ‘Information at the 
Council House’.  

• Consultees may well phone and e-mail you with their comments. However, are 
you expecting using the telephone to request comments? E-mails are included in 
Section E ‘Letters / E-mails’.  

 
Section K – ‘Roadshows / Exhibitions / Displays’. The word “will” could be usefully added  
between the words “Team” and “visit”. 

 
 
 
 
Amendment made to document 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amendment made to document 

Detailed comments regarding Section 6: Local Development Documents (LDDs) 
and Sustainability Appraisal (SA 
 
Paragraph 6.6 – There is a typographical error in this paragraph. The wording should be 

 
 
 
Amendment made to document 
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“…sets out a timetable…” 
 
Paragraph 6.7.8 – The word “obliged” in the second sentence could usefully be changed 
to “required”. 
 
Paragraph 6.8 – The LDS states that the Council will produce four SPDs. “The Open 
Space” SPD needs to be added to this paragraph. 
 
 
 
 
Paragraph 6.9.2 – The reference to “statutory” consultees need changing to “specific” for 
the reasons stated in our comments for Section 4. 

 
 
Amendment made to document 
 
 
Reference to the SPDs has been removed 
from the document and replaced with a simple 
reference to the LDS.  This will prevent the 
issue of the need to amend the SCI if the LDS 
is amended, 
 
Amendment made to document 

Detailed comments regarding Section 7: Planning Applications  
 
There is much useful information in this section. However, seven pages of writing may be 
confusing for some people. Have you considered including a table to provide a clear 
overview of who will be consulted and when, for the different types of planning 
applications?  Also, the SCI needs to set out the Councils policy towards pre-application 
consultations, including the role of the applicants. 
 
Paragraph 7.7 – You may wish to re-draft the second sentence to read “…its location 
and the requirements of the Regulations”. 
  
Paragraph 7.22 – The text suggests that all planning applications are decided by the 
Council.  However, a few cases may need to be referred to the Secretary of State via the 
Government Office for the West Midlands (GOWM) e.g. Departures or referrals under 
regulations such as the Shopping Direction.  For completeness it would be useful to 
mention that occasionally it is necessary to refer Planning Applications to GOWM. 

 
 
Amendment made to section on planning 
applications to provide further clarification. 
 
 
 
 
Amendment made to document. 
 
 
Amendment made to document 

Detailed comments regarding Section 8: Data Protection and Copyright  
 
We consider that the inclusion of this section is very useful. 

 
 
Comment noted and appreciated 

Detailed comments regarding Section 9: Review and Monitoring of the SCI 
 
You are correct in saying that the effectiveness of the SCI needs to be reviewed. 
However, what methods do you intend using? The AMR could be used to give feedback 
and monitor the consultation process and success of the SCI. This could, if considered 
necessary, result in bringing forward a review of the SCI. 

 
 
Amendment to document to note use of the 
AMR in monitoring of the SCI. 

Detailed comments regarding Appendices  
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For consistency, the footnote on the Appendices should be dated June 2006, not 
November 2005. 

 
Amendment made to document 

Appendix 1: Local Development Frameworks 
 
Statement of Community Involvement – The SCI is part of the LDF but not an LDD. There 
are only two types of LDDs: DPDs and SPDs. The box containing information about the 
SCI therefore needs to be moved from under the LDD heading. 
 
Development Plan Documents (DPDs) – The word “testing” should be changed to 
“examination”, for consistency with the sections on SCI and SPD. 
 
Local Development Scheme (LDS) – This section could be updated with the date when 
the Revised LDS (July 2006) came into effect. 

 
 
Amendment made to appendix 
 
 
 
Amendment made to appendix 
 
 
Amendment made to appendix 

Appendix 2: Statutory Consultees / Specific Consultation Bodies 
Annex E of PPS 12 lists a number of Government Departments and Agencies that should 
be included on the list of Specific Consultees.  Consultation with a number of 
Government Departments is made through GOWM. (You may recall a letter from this 
office concerning consultation with Government Departments through GOWM. Please 
note that the Department of Constitutional Affairs can also now be consulted through 
GOWM.  For your convenience I attach a copy of the letter.)   Appendix 2 should reflect 
this position. 

Amendment made to appendix 

Appendix 3: General Consultation Bodies / Other Consultees 
It would be helpful if all the Bodies / Consultees in this appendix were listed in 
alphabetical order, some beginning with the letters B, C, O and P are not. 

 
Appendix 3 has been amended into categories 
to make different groups and organisations 
easier to find. 

Appendix 4: Process of Adopting DPDs and SPDs 
It would be clearer if under DPDs, box three was split into two, one “Public Participation 
on Preferred Options” the other “Representations on Preferred Options”, as in the table 
found in PPS12. 

 
Amendment made to appendix 

Appendix 5: Relevant Planning Considerations 
This appendix is clear and concise. 

 
Comments noted and appreciated 

Appendix 6: Neighbour Notification 
For clarity, it would be useful to add a key to explain what the shaded areas and 
diamonds represent. 

 
Amendment made to appendix 
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