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Cover photo: The ‘Dordon Bois’ 
5-a-side team emerged the winne

rs at a football tournament at 

Aston Villa’s training ground i
n Bodymoor Heath. They will go 

on to represent North Warwicksh
ire 

in the Lovell’s Cup at Worceste
r. Back from left to right: Ben

 Barker, Sam Butler, Connor Edw
ards 

and Luke Treadwell. Front from 
left to right: Daryl Hanna, Dav

id Kastelik (captain).
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Have fun in the sun this summer with our bumper bundle of 
holiday activities. From family cooking sessions and fashion 
workshops to skateboarding and streetdance, there’s no 
excuse for the children to say ‘I’m bored !’ over the break. 
Everything you need is in the new ‘Summer Activities in 
North Warwickshire’ booklet available from our One Stop 
Shop, libraries and leisure centres.  Here’s just a taster of 
what’s in store...

... at our Family Cooking Sessions and concoct some culinary 

delights, such as cheese and ham quiche or chicken fajitas, 

accompanied by delicious desserts like hot apple pizza or orange 

and apple rockies.  

Sessions are every Thursday morning and afternoon at 
Atherstone Memorial Hall.  £1.00 per person - just bring 
your apron and your appetite!

Cook up a storm

and enjoy a blast from the past on 

4th August with our trip to Blist’s 

Hill Victorian Town at Ironbridge 

in Shropshire.  Or try the stomach-

churning thrill rides, such as 

Apocalypse or Shockwave, at 

Drayton Manor on 13th August.

Travel back in time

... at Royal Meadow Drive, Atherstone, Ansley and Mancetter 

Recreation Grounds and Sycamore Road, Kingsbury.

Free fun for all the family - try building dens from bamboo, 

games including hula hoop and Frisbee, sports such as archery 

and rounders or have a go on a climbing wall. 

Family Fun

... at the Dream Factory in Warwick on 17th August.  Learn circus 

skills like tightrope walking, trapeze, juggling and acrobatics 

(you could maybe form another Spelbound, winners of this 

year’s Britain’s Got Talent!)

To book a place on any of the trips, ring 01827 719220 - 
payments can be made over the phone or at Atherstone 
Leisure Complex.

Dream a dream...... and give that unwanted and unloved t-shirt or jeans a new 

lease of life.  Learn how to design your own clothes and pick up 

tips on stitching and how to appliqué.

11.00am - 3.00pm at various venues; £3.00 per person
Look out for details of the dance and drama workshops too!

Customise your clothes

the hotline to summer sport - 
for 8 years+

Monday - Friday 12noon - 5.00pm until Friday 27th 
August. Ring or text 07973 381 624
The team will come out to your local recreation ground to 

coach, referee or join in to make up the team numbers.  

All equipment is provided.

Call4Sport

Every Tuesday at Royal Meadow Drive, Atherstone 12noon 

-1.00pm and Wood End Recreation Ground 3.00pm-4.00pm

Every Thursday at Mancetter Recreation Ground 12noon - 

1.00pm and at Station Road, Polesworth 3.00-4.00pm

Brand new skate and BMX park
NEW for 2010!

2



3

Between 800-900 young people from local schools visited the Sports Club 

Roadshow at Polesworth School recently.  This event followed the fi rst 

successful roadshow at Queen Elizabeth School last year, which was heralded 

as a fi rst for the area. 

Young people had the chance to get hands on experience with sports as 

varied as hockey, football, rugby, boxing, cricket and even horse riding.  Steph 

Lawrence, Sports Club Development Offi  cer, who arranged the event, said:

“ We’re planning more events this year with local clubs and groups to show 

young people just how many activities are on their doorstep.  The club 

organisers were extremely enthusiastic after the Atherstone roadshow so 

I’m pleased to say they have continued to support the event.“

Brand new hi tech fi t kit is now in place in the gym... and with individual 15”  TV screens on the 

cardio equipment, you can still catch your favourite soaps and sports!  The new machines, 

manufactured by Matrix, are some of the latest designs for the fi tness industry.  Along with our 

air conditioned suite and qualifi ed gym instructors, you have everything you need to get that 

beach body for summer 2010. 

Swimming instructors at Atherstone Leisure Complex are the fi rst in the 

West Midlands region to receive the Swim 21 accreditation.

Swim 21 is awarded to ‘Learn to Swim’ schemes by the Amateur 

Swimming Association (ASA) and updates the Aquamark award, which 

the Leisure Complex staff  received last year.  The Leisure Complex 

also recently scored 91% in the Institute of Qualifi ed Lifeguard (IQL) 

Assessment.  Claire Lodge, Manager, is justifi ably proud of their 

achievements and said:

“It’s a brilliant score and I’m very pleased that our excellence in staff  

training has been recognised by the IQL and the Royal Lifesaving Society.“

To enquire about Beginners to Swimmers lessons or the Fitness 
Suite, call in, ring 01827 722198, visit www.northwarks.gov.uk/
leisure or email atherstoneleisurecomplex@northwarks.gov.uk

Sports Club Roadshow at Polesworth School

Sports Coaching Camps

Facelift for 
Atherstone’s Fitness Suite

Sports clubs across North Warwickshire are joining forces 
with Call4Sport to run coaching camps.  
If you’d like to know more, ring Steph Lawrence 
at the Borough Council on 01827 719271; email 
stephanielawrence@northwarks.gov.uk

Swimming staff  make a splash
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Loads more activities at your local leisure centres - Arley, Atherstone, 
Polesworth and Coleshill and also see www.northwarks.gov.uk
You can even follow us on Facebook and Twitter!

The ‘Summer Activities in North Warwickshire 2010’ booklet is on the 
Borough Council’s website at www.northwarks.gov.uk/playschemes 

You can also collect one from the Borough Council offi  ces or ring the 
Community Development Team on 01827 719220.
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A new government supported cash saving scheme called the 

‘Saving Gateway’ is set to be launched this summer.  It’s for 

people of working age who are on lower incomes and aims to 

help kick-start a saving habit.  The Government will add 50p 

for each £1 saved into Saving Gateway accounts.  You’ll qualify 

for an account if you get certain benefi ts or tax credits.

Visit www.direct.gov.uk for further information about Saving Gateway or to check your entitlement to other qualifying 
benefi ts.  Or contact m.shine@cwcda.co.uk for advice on opening a Saving Gateway account.

BOB - one year on...

Saving Gateway

Marie said:  “To live in a small village and to have the BOB bus here 

is much better than having to travel miles to get to the CAB in 

Bedworth or Atherstone.  I can nip down the road if BOB’s there 

and if the staff  can’t answer my questions, there’s always someone 

who can.  There’s access to the internet too, so everything you 

need is there.”

Although life is a constant 

struggle to get by, Marie (right) 

remains fi rmly in control of the 

family fi nances.  So her £50 

winnings were spent wisely on 

‘a takeaway and some window 

locks’ to secure the home ! 

To fi nd out where BOB is 
in your neighbourhood, 
ring 01827 715341 or go to www.askbob.org.uk

Another satisfi ed BOB customer sent this email... 
 “ Having only moved into the area approximately 10 months ago, I am only just getting to grips with what’s what ...  I have had occasion to visit the Atherstone offi  ce...  and more recently 

discovered BOB the bus. 
 I must congratulate your team on this service and we have found it to be a font of knowlege for incomers like us and the fact that I do not have to drive to Athestone is a great benefi t from all points of view.  I would ask you to pass on our thanks to the team and hope that this service can 

run for years to come. “ww.askbob.org.uk
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BOB team at 

Atherstone Carnival

It’s now just over a year since BOB the Branching Out 

Bus took to the streets of rural North Warwickshire.  

The project, funded through central government until 

2011, has been dispensing advice and information on 

topics ranging from debt management and benefi ts 

applications to credit crunch concerns.  Around 800 

customers have now received help from the BOB team 

and a few have been fortunate enough to win £50 in 

the monthly prize draw!

One winner is 29 year old Marie from Ansley, who lives 

with her partner and their two young sons, Ryan aged 

fi ve and Lewis aged two.  On her mum’s advice, Marie 

decided to approach the BOB advisors to help her 

with some form fi lling.  Thanks to the Citizens’ Advice 

Bureau and the Welfare Rights Advice team, Marie has 

been guided through the maze of form fi lling and the 

subsequent appeals for fi nancial support.
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Ciaran Harlow and Declan Forde (right) spend every Monday lunchtime 

counting the pennies and pounds for the 45 young savers at their school.  

They are the budding bank managers at Hurley Primary School, which is 

one of eight in North Warwickshire to have started its own school bank. 

Maxine Bennett from the Coventry and Warwickshire Development 

Agency (CWDA) has been busy promoting school banks, after receiving 

funding through the BOB project.  She said:

“Encouraging sensible savings at an early age will help the children 

recognise the value of money and budgeting.  Hopefully they will carry 

that message into adulthood and spread the word to their families. “

Over at St Benedict’s School in Atherstone, close friends Chloe Barter 

and Alice Davies are keeping a close eye on their incomings and 

outgoings.  It’s even a family aff air with young Lucy Brown paying not 

only into her own savings account but also into a Christmas Savings Club 

for her mum.  And siblings Alice, 

Sam and Rosie (far right) are also 

savvy savers.

Maxine reports that she will soon 

be running money and budgeting 

workshops for children and that 

another eight school banks are in 

the pipeline for this year.

Right - Chloe, Alice and Lucy with 

Headteacher Martin Hammond.

If you’re on a low income and need fi nancial help to pay all or part of your rent and/or Council Tax, you may be able to get Housing and/or 

Council Tax Benefi t.  For Council Tax purposes, you may also get Second Adult Rebate if you share your home with another adult (not your 

partner or civil partner) who’s unable to pay towards the Council Tax.  In most cases, your savings/capital cannot exceed £16,000. 

For more information and to make an application, call the Benefi ts Team on 01827 715341; Email: benefi ts@northwarks.
gov.uk  call in to the One Stop Shop at The Council House, South Street, Atherstone or visit BOB the Branching Out Bus.

New!  Do it online... remember, you can now complete an application online at www.northwarks.gov.uk

Did you know that nearly a third of North Warwickshire residents 

get 25% off  their Council Tax bill because they live alone?  Did you 

also know that if your circumstances change, you need to tell us 

within 21 days?

The Borough Council’s Benefi ts team wants to crack down on the 

benefi t cheats and ensure that the right people get the right help 

at the right time.  So, they will be carrying out a data matching 

exercise in October using the latest credit rating records.  These will 

show who is still eligible for the ‘Single Person Discount. ‘

If you haven’t contacted the team to say you no longer qualify for 

the discount, it will be cancelled back to the relevant date.  There is 

also a £70 penalty for failing to notify the Council within the 21 days.

Good news though!  Until 31st August, you won’t be charged the 

£70 penalty -  so contact the Borough Council  straight away, if you 

think that you are no longer entitled to the discount. 

For more information, see the website www.northwarks.
gov.uk, ring 01827 715341, visit the One Stop Shop in 
Atherstone or look out for B.O.B. the Branching Out Bus. 

Checking out the benefi t cheats

Are you missing out on Housing & Council Tax Benefi t?

Ciaran & Declan count the cash for young savers

 “I enjoy doing the bank because we get to balance all the 

money at the end of the day and I like the responsibility” - Ciaran 

 “I love my bank job. I like helping the customers and I like to add 

up all the money.  It’s a big responsibility” - Declan



Don’t wait until it’s too late before asking for advice.

The Borough Council’s Housing Options and Advice Team aims to 

get involved as soon as possible, to prevent people from losing their 

home.  The team can give advice on a range of circumstances, for 

example, if...

• your relationship has broken down
• you are renting a home from a private landlord who 
 has asked you to leave
• you can’t aff ord a deposit to rent a home from a 
 private landlord
• you are experiencing domestic abuse or harassment
• you are having diffi  culty paying your rent
• you can’t aff ord to pay your mortgage

Comments from customers ...

“I am very pleased with the service provided.  The staff  
went that extra mile and provided me with the support I 
needed at a time I needed it most.”

“I didn’t realise how much the Council can do to help.  
They helped to stop me from losing my home.”

Housing staff  will discuss your circumstances with you and off er 

confi dential, independent and professional advice to help you fi nd 

solutions.  

This could include...

• providing advice about your tenancy rights
• letting you know where you can get fi nancial advice from 
 agencies such as Doorway if you are under 25 or Citizens’ 
 Advice Bureaux  
• speaking with your landlord on your behalf if you are 
 having diffi  culties
• helping you with your rent deposit if you meet the criteria
• providing a place to stay if you are experiencing 
 domestic abuse

The Mortgage Rescue Scheme could help you if you are a 

homeowner and are threatened with repossession.  This means 

your home will be sold by your mortgage lender.  There are criteria 

for this scheme, which staff  can discuss with you.

The team also works with organisations such as Social Services, 

housing associations, Citizens’ Advice Bureaux, Doorway Young 

Persons’ Services and other agencies off ering housing support, to 

try and tackle housing problems.

If you apply to the Borough Council as homeless, a housing advisor 

will interview you.  They will let you know if they can help you and 

will give you further advice and assistance.

You can call us and talk confi dentially on 01827 719314 or 
email housingservices@northwarks.gov.uk

The Warwickshire Accessible Housing (WAH) Partnership promotes independent living, where you can enjoy 

the freedom of a safe home environment.  This may be in your own home with the help of specially designed 

adaptations, or in accommodation, where everything is on one level.

Adaptations are modifi cations to your home - ranging from simple grab rails to stair-lifts or wheelchair lifts.  

These mean you will get full use out of your property, even when age or illness has made it diffi  cult. 

For more information, ring Warwickshire County Council on 01926 410410; see the website: 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/WAH or Social Network: www.warwickshireaccessiblehousing.ning.com/m/

A loan shark lends money illegally.  They are unlicensed traders 
who rip you off  and use threats and violence to enforce their loans.
If you have borrowed money from a loan shark you haven’t 
broken the law, they have.  To report them in confi dence:
• call 0300 555 2222*
• text ‘loan shark’ and the details to 60003
• email reportaloanshark@stoploansharks.gov.uk
To check whether someone loaning you money has a licence 
from the OFT, visit: www.oft.gov.uk/consumercreditregister

For more information please visit:
www.direct.gov.uk/stoploansharks
*local call rate, including inclusive mobile minutes

Are you worried that you could become homeless? 

Warwickshire Accessible Housing (WAH)
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The new Strategy document and summary leafl et are now available.  

They set out the priorities to improve the quality of life in North Warwickshire from 2009-2026.  These are

 1. Raising aspirations, educational attainment and skills

 2.  Developing healthier communities     

 3.  Improving access to services 

For copies, contact Julie Taylor on 01827 719437; email: policy@northwarks.gov.uk or Martin Gibbins on 01827 719317; 
email: martingibbins@warwickshire.gov.uk or go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/nwcp

The horrifi c fi re at Jackson’s in Arley was covered in many of the 

local papers.  Behind the scenes, the Borough Council, Police and 

Fire and Rescue did a lot of work to communicate with and reassure 

local residents that their homes were safe.  A public meeting and 

a Community Safety Day was held in Arley, where Police offi  cers 

spoke to businesses and residents about their concerns.  Also on 

off er were free fi re safety checks and crime prevention visits for 

both businesses and householders.

The Police and Fire and Rescue have stepped up their 
patrols in the area.  Meanwhile, the investigations are 
continuing into the cause of the fi re. 

9-2026.  These are

ov.uk or Martin Gibbins on 01827 719317; 

News from the North Warwickshire 
Community Partnership

YOU’RE SAFE IN NORTH 
WARWICKSHIRE!

FIRE AT JACKSON’S 
OF OLD ARLEY

Crime statistics are falling in North Warwickshire according to the 

latest fi gures.  From April 2009 - March 2010, total recorded crime 

fell by 11.2% to its lowest point since 2004. 

Number of people aff ected by violent crime - down by 154  (7.4% )
Number of people aff ected by domestic burglary - down by 38 (12.7%)
Number of people aff ected by vehicle crime - down by 90 (12%)
Number of people aff ected by anti-social behaviour - down 159  (11.8%)

We’re fortunate in North Warwickshire as there aren’t that many 

incidents reported to the Police.  So, an increase in just a couple of 

crimes can show up as a large %age increase. 

Meet your ‘bobbies on the beat’, pick up tips on making you and 

your home safe and secure and fi nd out about Neighbourhood 

Watch at the Community Safety Days.  Events have already taken 

place at Arley, Kingsbury and Mancetter and more are planned for...

8th August  Fillongley Show
12th September Hartshill
18th September Water Orton
9th October Arley
16th October Dordon
24th October Kingsbury

Chief Inspector for North Warwickshire, Glen Belcher said:  

“These events are a great opportunity for the public to come 

along and fi nd out what we’re working on, to tell us any concerns 

and also to get crime prevention advice.  They help us to get to 

know our communities even better and we know the public values 

them too.  If you haven’t been before, come along and meet your 

local offi  cers.“

Coming to a street near you
         - Community Safety Days

If you want to fi nd out more, contact your local Safer 
Neighbourhood Team on  02476 483622 for the East and 
North teams or 02476 483554 for the West and South teams. 
www. safer-neighbourhoods.co.uk

Meet your ‘bobbies on the beat’, pick up tips on making you annd

Safer Communities
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The stunning surroundings of Coombe Country Park near Coventry played host yet again to an event teaching children about conservation, 

wildlife and recycling.  2010 and Beyond attracted around 1,500 enthusiastic young environmentalists 

from 45 schools in North Warwickshire, Rugby, Warwick and Coventry.

Interactive workshops included foraging for mini beasts in the meadow, uncovering the secrets of 

composting, learning about energy and laughing at a comedy show about the 3 Rs of Reduce - Reuse - 
Recycle.  

From one of the parents at the 2010 event:   

“... I just wanted to say a BIG WELL DONE to everyone who was involved in this brilliant event!  This was a 

meticulously planned event with great enthusiasm from a fantastic team.  I would not consider myself to 

be majorly involved in the environment or in sustainability but as a 40 something mum of two, I learnt a 

lot today (and realised that we are doing more than I thought as a family!)  The children and adults had a 

great day and learnt whilst having fun and fresh air!“  

The ‘Dig In Atherstone’ project is a gardening and cooking project, 

encouraging community spirit and healthy lifestyles.  The fi rst step 

was to create 18 raised beds for the residents of Alexandra Court to 

grow their own produce.  Over several days, the Council team and 

volunteers from the Volunteer Centre moved over 35 tonnes of soil 

in 400 wheelbarrow loads! 

Their eff orts have transformed the bare expanse of grass behind 

the fl ats into a peaceful haven, with fl owers, herbs, and vegetables.  

A sensory garden and bench has been installed in memory of Paul 

McCulloch, a resident who sadly passed away before the project 

began.  The revitalised plot of land now provides a place for 

residents to socialise and share tips with fellow gardeners. 

One local resident, who freely admits he was doubtful at the start 

of the project, said:  “At the beginning, I thought it was going to be 

a waste of money but it’s the best thing that’s happened and it’s 

really brought the community together.“ 

As a wheelchair user, Linda Hembrow (right) is fi nding the raised 

beds have given her a new lease of life.  

She said:  “This project has 

been the best thing that’s ever 

happened to me as I spend 80% 

of my time in bed.  It’s helped 

me get out and do something 

new.  Without it, I’d just have 

vegetated.“  Linda then laughed 

at her choice of phrase as she 

was busy planting courgettes, 

tomatoes, beans and peppers!

The Dig In project was funded 

through ‘Narrowing the Gap’ monies from the Public Service Board 

of Warwickshire, the Borough Council and the County Council’s 

North Warwickshire Area Committee.  Expert gardening advice is 

being provided through The Secret Gardens Project, Shustoke Hall. 

Residents in Bank Road, Queens Road, Princess Road, Kings 
Avenue and St Marys Road are also being off ered a raised 
bed for their gardens.  To fi nd out more, contact the Dig in 
Atherstone Team on 01827 719356.

Education event enjoys 9th successful year

The ‘Dig In Atherstone’ project is a gardening and cooking project, She said:  “This project has 

Atherstone residents are down to earth!  

es from the Public Service Board 

Around 80 fi refi ghters, fi ve high volume pumps and over two miles 

of hose were involved in a major exercise at Kingsbury on 4th July.  

The aim was to test the emergency plan for Kingsbury, pumping 

15,000 litres of water from Kingsbury Waterpark to the oil terminal.  

Station Manager, Neil McElvenny said:  “When the explosion 

hit Buncefi eld oil terminal, most of the on-site hydrants were 

destroyed and so water had to be taken from open water areas and 

fi re appliances. 

Not being able to access water as quickly as it is needed can clearly 

cause concern for the crews managing an incident.  In light of this, 

we wanted to test the capability of our high volume pumping 

units to see how we would work with other agencies to manage an 

incident at Kingsbury Oil Terminal.“

The exercise was run by Warwickshire County Council’s Fire and 

Rescue Service in partnership with Hereford and Worcestershire, 

Staff ordshire, Shropshire and West Midlands Fire and Rescue 

Services, Warwickshire Police, the Borough Council, Kingsbury Oil 

Terminal and the Environment Agency. 
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Fire crews test emergency plan 

fi re appliances.

Environment
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It was well-known historian, broadcaster, author and proud Brummie, 

Professor Carl Chinn, who spoke at the initial launch of the North Arden 

Heritage Trail.  Four years later and with the 25 mile circular route 

complete, Carl returned to North Warwickshire to help celebrate the fi nal 

stage of the project.

Funded through the Heritage Lottery Fund, the North Arden Heritage Trail 

has created a route around the Borough, passing through 12 parishes using 

existing pathways.  Local people have been involved every step of the way 

in helping create art installations, which commemorate 

the area’s history and heritage.  Along the various routes 

off  the main trail, walkers can admire a stone bench at 

Baddesley, carved family fi gures at Fillongley and 

stepping stones at Shustoke.  

Carl (right) has been following the progress of the Trail 

and said:  “The North Arden Heritage Trail is a pioneering 

and important project.  For too long, North Arden has 

been overlooked by outsiders but its history and people 

deserve better.  The Trail is a major initiative that will 

draw attention to the region and highlight its 

signifi cance historically. “

Leafl ets about the walks and the Family Trail in Atherstone are now 
available, Tel: 01827 715341 or go to the website at www.northardenheritagetrail.co.uk     

Fresh air, friendly company and free exercise... what more could you want?  If you’ve an hour to spare once a week and want 

to meet new people, join the community walks in your area.  Refreshments are available afterwards.  The walks are on...

Tuesdays at 1.00pm - meet at Hurley Village Hall 

Thursdays at 1.00pm -  meet at the Methodist Church in Old Arley

Fridays at 10.00am -  meet at Austrey Baptist Church

Contact Steph Lawrence for more information on 01827 719271.

Take steps towards better health

w
enheritagetrail co uk

Arden Trail comes full circle
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Four green spaces for nature and wildlife could get the green light 

if a funding bid to Natural England’s Access to Nature Programme is 

successful.  The potential nature reserves are at...

• Cole End Park, Coleshill - area leading from the 
 children’s play area to the Park
• Kingsbury Linear Park - off  Coventry Road
• Daff erns Wood, New Arley
• Polesworth Abbey Green Park - the river area

To support the bid, Zoe Davies, Community Development Offi  cer 

(Environment) asked local people for their views on the project.  

She said:   “A big thank you to everyone who took part in the 

consultation as the feedback helped with the funding bid.   

Comments showed that people supported the idea of creating and 

protecting wildlife habitats and were interested in family events 

and conservation activities.“

Zoe added that people wanted to keep the sites as natural as 

possible whilst improving access and pathways and providing more 

information about local wildlife.   

She then explained the situation for Atherstone:  “A fi fth site in 

Atherstone had been identifi ed but the other four areas were 

preferred for this particular project.  We hope we’ll be able to 

submit a separate funding bid for Atherstone in the future.  We’ll 

know the outcome of the bid in September but with all the sites, 

we’ll continue to work closely with local residents.“

The nature reserves project is a joint initiative between the 

Borough Council, Warwickshire Wildlife Trust, Groundwork and the 

British Trust for Conservation Volunteers. 

For more information, contact Zoe Davies on 01827 719258; 
email: zoedavies@northwarks.gov.uk or go to www.
northwarks.gov.uk/localnaturereserves

Making space for nature

Young Jack Cooper (left) was amongst the little chefs cooking up healthy chicken fajitas 

at the Cook and Taste sessions at Hartshill School (though Jack was really looking forward 

to his favourite - Shepherd’s Pie!)  The pint-sized chefs cooked along with their families 

and learnt how to junk the junk food and go for healthier options.  They also picked up 

lots of tips on budgeting for food, understanding food labels and hygiene in the kitchen.

Jo Rooke, Community Development Offi  cer (Health Improvement) has been working 

alongside Tracey Kahrman from NHS Warwickshire to spread the word about healthy 

eating on a budget.  Jo said:

“We’re really pleased with the success of Cook and Taste, which we’ve already run at 

Arden Hill and Queen Elizabeth Schools in Atherstone and Gun Hill in Arley.  The sessions 

will roll out into other schools in North Warwickshire, thanks to the Borough Council’s 

extra funding of £5,000 for this year.”

Get help in giving up - contact the NHS Stop Smoking 
service in North Warwickshire on 0800 085 2917. 
Or go to www.northwarks.go.uk/wellnessmattersSTOP!

From little chefs to 
junior master chefs

To fi nd out more, ring Jo on 01827 719346 or email joannerooke@northwarks.gov.uk
For information on health matters, see www.northwarks.go.uk/wellnessmatters
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To fifi ndd outt more, riing JJo on 0011882277 771199334466 or em

Health & Wellbeing
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If you have a disability or represent a group of disabled users, 

there’s a new Disability Group for the Borough.  It has been set 

up with the Council of Disabled People to look at issues aff ecting 

disabled people and how to improve services. Meetings are 

usually held at Circles network in Atherstone and your views are 

needed on how the group will work. 

You can complete a short questionnaire at 

www.northwarks.gov.uk or ring Simon Weaver at the Borough 

Council on 01827 719331; Textphone 18001 01827 719331;  email: 

simonweaver@ northwarks.gov.uk  Questionnaires are also available 

from the One Stop Shop, on BOB the bus and at local libraries.

Computer classes, crafts and a Community Cafe are amongst 

the activities on off er at Arley and St. Michael’s Community 

Centre.  The centre at Gun Hill opened last October and has 

three rooms to hire, all at very reasonable rates.  There’s the 

main hall, the coff ee lounge and a large kitchen, making it an 

ideal venue for family gatherings, parties and celebrations.

For more information, contact the manager, 
Gerry Koppenhagen on 01676 542753 or email 
enquiries@arleycommunitycentre.co.uk

See more details about the Centre and about the 
communities of New Arley and Old Arley at 
www.arleycommunitycentre.co.uk

First Resort is a free service off ering personal guidance on 

writing CVs, completing job application forms, improving 

interview techniques and fi nding training and job 

opportunities.  Sessions are informal and coincide with the 

Community Café at Arley’s Community Centre, which is open 

every Wednesday from 9.30am - 12 noon.

For more information, contact Kay Aldersley, Workcare 
Development Offi  cer on 02476 362995 or 
email kay.aldersley@btinternet.com

Friendship Care and Housing off ers support and advice on 

issues such as mental health, domestic violence, drug and 

alcohol misuse, and health and wellbeing.  The Resources Cafés 

meet at...

Arley and St Michael’s Community Centre, Gun Hill, Arley CV7 7HA

Tuesday 9.00am - 12noon and Wednesday 5.00pm - 8.00pm

St Mary’s Church, Sheepy Road, Atherstone CV9 1DX

Friday and Sunday 1.00pm - 4.00pm

Baddesley Ensor Village Hall, Keys Hill, Baddesley Ensor CV9 2DF

Thursday 9.00am - 12noon

St Peters Church Hall, School Room, Mancetter CV9 1NQ

Monday and Saturday 9.00am - 12noon

For more information and to fi nd out about other 
Resource Cafés, ring 02476 848121 or 02476  848134.

The Partnership Centre on Coleshill Road in Atherstone has 

now been refurbished.  Age Concern Warwickshire has taken 

over the whole building, Beeline Community Transport and 

the Alzheimers’ Society are based there whilst DIAL now runs a 

drop-in Information and Advice Service on Tuesday mornings. 

 The Partnership Centre off ers a well fi tted conference room, 

with seating for 12-15 people and a large function room 

with seating for up to 65 people.  Both rooms have kitchen 

facilities and disabled access.  The rooms are available to hire 

by community groups and are also available at weekends or 

during the evening for regular hirers. 

For more information, contact Age Concern 
Warwickshire on 01827 717172.

Disability Group for 
North Warwickshire

Arley and St Michael’s 
Community Centre

Resources CafésFirst Resort at Arley

New look for 
Partnership Centre

The Parish Church is open on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 

11.00am - 1.00pm until the end of September for private 

prayer and for visitors to look round this beautiful and historic 

building.  The Church is also open for special occasions such as 

Easter, Harvest Festival and school parties.

The Parish Church of 
St Peter and St Paul, 
Coleshill

Community News...
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north talk... is your free magazine from North 

Warwickshire Borough Council for people in North Warwickshire.  

north talk is available on audio-cassette through the North 

Warwickshire Talking Newspaper and as a podcast which can be 

downloaded from www.northwarks.gov.uk/podcast.   

We can also provide north talk in a larger print, 

other formats and other languages.

Your next north talk is due out in November/

December 2010. north talk is produced on paper from 

sustainable sources. Remember to recycle your north talk!

Coleshill and the surrounding areas now have a support group for carers of people with autism.  The Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 

Friendship Group meets on the third Wednesday of every month at the Dreamers Café, Coleshill High Street from 5.00pm - 7.00pm.  It’s an 

opportunity to meet other parents and carers, (refreshments provided!) fi nd out information and listen to guest speakers.

Chair, Louise Baudet said:  “Our meetings are very relaxed and friendly - very often with lots of laughter - but also lots of support when it’s 

needed.  Everyone is made to feel very welcome and it’s nice to see so many new people at the group since it started in February.”

For further information, go to www.asdfriendshipclub.btik.com, email: asdfriendshipgroup@live.co.ukFacebook 
or ring Louise 01675 463707.

Carers’ group for the Coleshill area

Area Forums meet in your community to give you the chance to talk about what matters to you.  You’ll also meet your 

Borough and County Councillors, local police offi  cers and staff  from the Borough and County Councils.  

The next round of Area Forums is in October.

Area Forum East    Tuesday 12th October
Area Forum West  Thursday 14th October
Area Forum South  Thursday 21st October 
Area Forum North  Tuesday 26th October  

The meetings usually start at 6.00pm with the Police surgery but to check the details of times and 
venues, go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/areaforums

Area Forums - your community meetings
your

The Planning Division has recently redesigned their web pages to make them more accessible, informative and user 

friendly.  There’s everything you need to know about making an application, proposed developments or general 

planning advice.  It’s also easier to keep up to date with the latest news from Planning and Development services at 

the Borough Council.  Check out the new pages at www.northwarks.gov.uk/planning

New!

t to check the details of tim

VENUES TO BE CONFIRMED

Our One Stop Shop and Contact Centre  You can now follow us on Twitter and Facebook  - see our website 

at www.northwarks.gov.uk

Whether you log on to our website, ring us or 

call into the One Stop Shop, you can now give 

us your verdict on the service you received. 

Look out for the smiley faces on the website and on the touch 

screen kiosk in our One Stop Shop.  If you ring us, we’ll ask you 

whether you can spare a couple of minutes to answer a few 

questions.  Your views will help us to improve our services to you.

 You can ring us 

Monday - Friday  8.30am - 8.00pm

Saturdays 9.00am - 4.00pm

Tel: 01827 715341

Or call in to the One Stop Shop 

Monday - Friday 8.30am - 5.15pm

Coming soon Plastics and cardboard will be added to the kerbside recycling service this September.


