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Water Orton  
In Water Orton, nine neat bungalows now
sit on the former site of the George Road
garages, surrounding a pleasant 
communal green area.  Mrs Sheila Golder
is one of the new residents and at 89
years young, has been a tenant for an
amazing 64 years.  Back in December
1947, she moved into a new house in
George Road as a young wife with 
husband Harry and their three month old
son, Leslie.  The family were very happy
there but after her husband died 12 years
ago, Sheila began to find the three 
bedroom house, stairs and large garden
something of ‘a hassle’. 

With the support of her son, she opted to move just around
the corner into Beavons Close in March this year:

Lucy Davies says it was a case of ‘Home Sweet Home’ when she viewed her
new Council house at Laurel Close in Arley:

“ You know when you walk in, don’t you? The atmosphere was lovely and it
just felt like home,“ she says. 

The Davies’ house is one of 25 brand new Council homes built in North 
Warwickshire over the last year at sites in Fillongley, Kingsbury, Water Orton
and New Arley.  In 2010, the Borough Council received a government grant
from the Homes and 
Communities Agency and
together with Council funding, 
a total of £3m was ploughed
into the new build project. 

Lucy previously lived in a 
Council property around the
corner on Sycamore Crescent

with partner Danny and their two young children, Kaceymae and Finley.
Once Finley came along, the family really needed a three bedroom 
property.  So when the house at Laurel Close was completed, they seized
the  chance to view it. 

The most striking aspect of the development is the modern design of the
buildings, complete with eco-friendly solar panels on the roof.  Not only
does Lucy now have her three bedrooms in her spacious home but also
a garden for the children, a parking space right outside and beautiful
views over the North Warwickshire countryside.

“Some people would pay millions for a view like this,” says Lucy, 
whilst Kaceymae adds: “I like nature and Finley likes the tractors!” 

Lucy’s family loves Laurel Close! 
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“ I’m slowing down a bit now, so the fact
that everything is on one level in the 
bungalow is marvellous.  The kitchen is
nice and compact so everything’s within
easy reach and very handy,“ says Sheila,
adding, “ It’s nice and quiet here and the
neighbours are very friendly – it’s thanks
to them that I have a new mobile 
hairdresser!“ 

Although she admits to missing her 
garden where she ‘loved to potter’, Sheila
says she is looking forward to having
some colourful pots on her compact
patio.

“ I’m getting there gradually and Leslie 
has been helping me with curtain rails 

and so on.  I’m not a very good cook but Leslie loves to take
over the kitchen at weekends when he  prepares a Sunday
dinner!“ 

“I love my new bedroom looking out onto the fields at 
the birds, rabbits and squirrels. My granddad brought 

me some binoculars to see clearly.” Kaceymae

Sheila Golder with Rob Roy



Last chance to have your say on High 
Speed Rail (HS2) 

The Government has announced a ‘Preferred Route’ for the
new controversial High Speed Railway, known as HS2.  HS2
will travel from London and, if approved, all the way to 
Manchester and Leeds.                  

Spokesperson for the Borough Council, Councillor Dominic
Ferro said:

“North Warwickshire Borough Council voted unanimously
to oppose HS2 and the recent election has not changed that 
position.  For residents, this is the only chance for you to 
comment on the principle of the project as consultation
closes on 29th July, before the final decision is made in 
December.  I would urge residents who want to have a say
to sign up to the consultation process. “  

Councillor Ferro added that the Borough Council has been
working closely with various North Warwickshire Action
Groups to hold Shadow Roadshows to raise awareness of
the consultation.  
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Some facts…
n HS2 will cost at least £33 billion which amounts to more than £1,000 per household in Britain.
n For high speed trains, the route must be in a straight line, going through untouched countryside.
n Some of the route will be in cuttings or at ground level, but stretches in North Warwickshire will be on viaducts i.e. up in the air above the floodplain and roads.

n It will travel along the M42 from the NEC, to the east of Coleshill, past Gilson and to the east and north of Middleton. 
n There are lines going into and out of Birmingham to create a ‘Delta Junction’ or a triangle of lines to the south of Water Orton. 
n The Government admits that it is carbon neutral at best.

Remember - the consultation on the national strategy for
the need for a high speed link, the actual route so far and
any compensation measures closes on 29th July 2011. 

Some of the North Warwickshire Action Groups 

Water Orton:
www.waterortonstophs2.org.uk 

Email: waterortonagainsths2@hotmail.co.uk

Middleton:
www.mhs2ag.org.uk

Polesworth:
Email: stophs2inpoleswortharea@gmail.com

National Action Groups: 

www.stophs2.org
www.hs2actionalliance.org

For help in completing the consultation forms, 
contact a member of your local Action Group.  

Contacts – Steve Maxey, Assistant Chief Executive at the 
Borough Council  Tel: 01827 719438; 
Email: stevemaxey@northwarks.gov.uk

HS2 consultation: www.highspeedrail.dft.gov.uk
There are seven official questions to answer but feel free
to add in your own comments on whether HS2 is needed,
whether it offers value for money and if there are cheaper
alternatives to deliver the same results. Send to Freepost
RSLX-UCGZ-UKSS, High Speed Rail Consultation, PO Box
59528, London SE21 9AX.



4th August      12.00 - 3.00pmHartshill, Snow Hill Recreation Ground13th August      11.00 - 2.00pmWood End Recreation Ground18th August      12.00 - 3.00pmDordon, Long St Recreation Ground20th August       11.00 - 2.00pmColeshill Memorial Park25th August      12.00 - 3.00pmAtherstone, Royal Meadow Drive Recreation Ground
l Fun for all the family l Den Building l Face Painting ll Giant Games l Skate and BMX Track l Sports lYour local Neighbourhood Watch team will be therewith free security packs.

Everybody 
dance now…
at our dance workshops 
for 8-16 year olds… 
improve your dance 
skills or learn new 
moves...

Sporting enthusiasts will soon be using a new facility in
Atherstone, when the first full-sized artificial grass
pitch in the Borough opens at Queen Elizabeth School
and Sports College in September.  The School raised 
almost £500,000 for this project, whilst the Borough
Council pitched in with £10,000 from its Green Space
Strategy Fund.  

Although schools will use the pitch in term time, it will
be available for community groups and sports clubs in
the evenings and at weekends and in the daytime 
during the school holidays. 

Contact the Borough Council’s Leisure Centre staff to 
enquire about using the artificial grass pitch on:
01676 541867 or 01827 722198 or go to
www.northwarks.gov.uk/leisure

T he hotline to sum
mer sport

Ring or text: 07973 381 624

The Call4Sport Team will be calling in at your local 

recreation ground organising sports such as football, 

rounders and cricket.  Try on the Sumo Suits and wrestle your best mate, have a

go on the BMX track, play giant Jenga … and much more besides. 
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… and it’s time for plenty of fun in the sun
with our bumper bundle of holiday activities.
Here’s just a taster of what we’ve lined up for
children, young people and families.

Atherstone 

Play Space Holiday Club

At Racemeadow Primary School, Ratcliffe Road,

Monday 25th July - Friday 2nd September

(apart from 29th & 30th August), 

9.00am – 3.30pm.  

The playscheme is for children aged 4-11 years. 

Cost is £12 per day or £50 for the week.

Book by ringing 01827 719270

Playscheme sessions also running at Dordon and Kingsbury 

l Design an animal from recycled material l

l magic up a mask l learn to hula hoop l

l try out team games l

Community Fun Days

Lots more information at www.northwarks.gov.uk/playschemes

First artificial grass pitch for the 
Borough



Kingsbury young people raised a big cheer to celebrate two
new play areas opening in their village.  

On a sunny May Saturday, BBC newsreader Kay Alexander
(below) did the honours at the Parish Council site on Church
Lane.  After cutting the gold ribbon, Kay even braved the zip
wire, to the spectators’ delight!  The Borough Council’s 
Community Development Team organised the popular bouncy
castle and face-painting, whilst Parish Council Chair, Ann Lewis
handed out sweets and treats.  The new play area was made
possible by a grant of £50,000 from WREN (Waste Recycling 
Environmental Trust) and £5,500 from the Borough Council’s
Green Space Strategy Fund.

Later in the day, Deputy Mayor of North Warwickshire, Councillor Lorna
Dirveiks (above) formally opened the Borough Council’s play area at
Sycamore Road.  This site is one of four to be funded through the previous
Government’s ‘Playbuilder Programme.’  Thanks to £50,000, young people
have been making good use of the swings and slides – so much so that
Sycamore Road is now one of the best used sites in the Borough.  

Alethea Wilson, Landscape Manager at the Borough Council said “ We’re very
grateful to Wicksteed Leisure, who worked with us to install the new play
area.  A massive thank you to all our partners,  including Kingsbury 
Neighbourhood Watch,  who helped to pay for the new fencing.  Thanks also
to all the mums and dads, who lobbied us over the years to revitalise the area
- and last but not least, thanks to the young people, who helped us choose
the new play equipment.“

Over the last 5-6 years, new play areas have been provided for children and young people at 16 sites across North 
Warwickshire.  The other sites which have benefited from Playbuilder funding are at Baddesley Ensor and Ridge Lane,
which opened last year and at Old Arley.  This site, next to the Sports Centre, was opened by the Mayor of North 
Warwickshire, Councillor Dave Butcher at another sunny fun day event in June.

Saturday 23rd July, 11.00-3.00pm
Abbey Green Park, Polesworth

Music and Dance Displays     Teddy Bears’ Picnic     Skate Park & Demos
Family Races      Egg & Spoon Race     Tug o’ War     Dog Display     

Bouncy Castle & Slide     Cookery Sessions & BBQ     Face Painting
Environmental Games     Touch FM Live Radio Broadcast   
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3 cheers for 2 new play areas in Kingsbury  



YOUR BOROUGH COUNCILLORS FOR NORTH WARWICKSHIRE
1. ARLEY AND WHITACRE

2. ATHERSTONE CENTRAL

3. ATHERSTONE NORTH

4. ATHERSTONE SOUTH & MANCETTER

5. BADDESLEY & GRENDON

6. COLESHILL NORTH

7. COLESHILL SOUTH

8. CURDWORTH

9. DORDON

10. FILLONGLEY

Karen BARBER (C)
T: 02476 394334

Carol FOX (C)
T: 01675 481268

Nigel TURLEY (L)
T: 01676 541543

Neil DIRVEIKS (L)
T: 01827 713191

Lorna DIRVEIKS (L)
T: 01827 713191

Anne FORWOOD (L)
T: 01827 715569

Derek PICKARD (L)
T: 01827 711863

Lorraine FREER (C)
T: 01827 712531

Martin DAVIS (C)
T: 01827 714491

John MOORE (L)
T: 01827 713408

Ray SWEET (L)
T: 01827 712810

Dominic FERRO (L)
T: 01675 467506

Peter FOWLER (C)
T: 01675 463554

Gordon SHERRATT (C)
T: 01675 464990

Joan LEA (C)
T: 0121 329 2852

Mark SIMPSON (C)
T: 01676 541894

Peter MORSON (L)
T: 01827 892046

John WINTER (L)
T: 01827 898068

Les SMITH (C)
T: 01676 542585

Colin HAYFIELD (C)
T: 01675 481877

Andrew WATKINS (C)
T: 01675 463139

For more details about your Borough Councillors, visit our website at
www.northwarks.gov.uk/councillors



  

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

11. HARTSHILL

12. HURLEY & WOOD END

13. KINGSBURY

14. NEWTON REGIS & WARTON

15. POLESWORTH EAST

16. POLESWORTH WEST

17. WATER ORTON

Kath JOHNSTON (C)
T: 01827 713537

Tim WYKES (C)
T: 02476 393294

Margaret MOSS (L)
T: 01827 873315

Brian MOSS (L)
T: 01827 873315

Tilly MAY (C)
T: 01827 712150

David HUMPHREYS (C)
T: 01827 830542

Mick STANLEY (L)
T: 01827 330006

Yvette STANLEY (L)
T: 01827 330006

Alison STANLEY (L)
T: 01827 330006

Dave BUTCHER (L)
T: 01827 896720

Ray PAYNE (C)
T: 0121 749 2241

Allan HOLLAND (C)
T: 07750 103796

Ann LEWIS (L)
T: 01827 872458

Hayden PHILLIPS (L)
T: 01827 872036
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C =  Conservative    L = Labour
There are 18 Labour Councillors and 17 Conservative
Councillors. Councillor Mick Stanley is Leader of the
Labour Group and Leader of the Council.  Councillor
Colin Hayfield is Leader of the Conservative Group.

YOUR BOROUGH COUNCILLORS FOR NORTH WARWICKSHIRE



Thanks to funding provided through the North Warwickshire
LEADER project, Maxstoke Village Hall now has a brand new well
insulated roof; Hurley Village Hall has new toilets and a new
lobby area, whilst Dordon Church Hall has new toilets (including
much needed facilities for disabled visitors) and new windows.  

A two year project to create heritage walks at Astley Castle is
also well underway.  The project, which is being developed by
the Landmark Trust, will create three way-marked walks for 
visitors to explore the historic site. 

North Warwickshire was awarded just over £1m of LEADER 
funding in 2009 and with the project running until 2013, there is
still cash available.  Community groups and organisations can
send in ‘Expressions of Interest’ for grants, which will support 
initiatives in the following categories:

> Developing healthier communities
> Raising aspirations, educational attainment and skills
> Improving access to services

Xtra helpings of Cook & Taste!
A multi cultural medley of meals, including chicken fajitas, chilli con carne and 
Chinese fish are still on the menu at the popular Cook & Taste sessions.  The after 
school cooking programme brings together families to prepare and cook meals, 
which are both high in nutrition and low in cost.  So far, the Cook & Taste team has
worked with 11 schools across the Borough.  So successful has it been in some 
schools, that they have formed their very own cookery clubs! 

The Borough Council’s Community Development Team has been working 
alongside NHS Warwickshire and the schools ’ Extended Services (or support 
services) since the start of Cook & Taste in 2009.  Jessica Grove, Community 
Development Officer (Young People and Intergeneration) said:

“Cook and Taste sessions are a fantastic opportunity for families to enhance 
their cooking skills with huge benefits that have far exceeded our original aims.”

Jessica added that the team now wants to recruit a team of  ‘Community Cooking
Champions’, who can help out at the cookery clubs.  For more information, 
contact the Community Development Team on 
01827 719346.

New projects lead the way with European funding 

> Developing Healthier Communities
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Every issue of north talk will update you
on the Partnership’s progress and include
an update on the work on Safer 
Communities and the Environment. 

News from the North Warwickshire
Community Partnership
The North Warwickshire Community Partnership has identified three key
priorities to improve the quality of life in North Warwickshire.  These are:

Access to Services applications for up to £30,000 to improve access to community services, improve rural transportand communications or develop cycle or walking trails.
Village Renewal and Development grants of £5,000are available to improve community buildings, as with the village halls mentioned above.

Conservation and Upgrading of the Rural Heritage grants of £5,000 - £10,000 to develop heritagesites, business systems or employment opportunities.
Training LEADER will support training sessions to improveemployees’ skills within existing and new businesses, although applicants will need to provide 30% of the total grant. 

For more information, contact Jo Gordon, LEADER Project Development Officer on: 01827 721224or email: jogordon@wcava.org.uk



North Warwickshire Works  
Birch Coppice Business Park is rapidly expanding as an
ideal location for businesses with its easy access to the
M42.  With the news that Ocado will soon be located on
the site, a new Partnership has emerged to ensure North
Warwickshire residents have a chance to make the most
of job opportunities.

North Warwickshire Works involves the Borough and
County Councils, local businesses and voluntary groups.

Children have a ‘M.A.D.’ day at Water Orton! 
Children from Water Orton and Curdworth Primary Schools joined forces
for the first  ‘Make a Difference Day’ hosted by Water Orton School. 

The event was organised by North Warwickshire Children’s Trust, which
involves representatives of the Borough and County Councils and North
Warwickshire and Hinckley College.  The aim was to bring children, 
families and employers together to raise aspirations and start exploring
job, career and training opportunities.  Additional activities for the
young people included fitness sessions, orienteering, healthy eating 
workshops and even hula-hooping classes (see right).

Exhibitions in the school hall ranged from companies such as Asda and
Sainsbury’s to Severn Trent Water, Warwickshire Police and Warwickshire
Wildlife Trust.  North Warwickshire and Hinckley College and the 
University of Warwick were also on hand to offer advice on courses and
qualifications.  BOB the Branching Out Bus, along with staff from the
CAB and Credit Union, parked in the playground, offering financial 
advice and information to families. 

Headteacher Carl Lewis, who arranged the event with Jessica Grove of
the Borough Council’s Community Development Team, said the day had
been a great success:

> Raising aspirations, educational 
attainment and skills 

“ The children definitely enjoyed the day, learnt a
lot and were keen to show their parents around the
exhibitions after school.  The children are now
much more aware of what skills they need to 
succeed at school and in later life.  We hope that
this event will be the first of many to help raise 
aspirations, skills and attainment levels for children
and young people in North Warwickshire.“ 
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For more information on North Warwickshire Works, ring 
Catherine Marks, Warwickshire County Council 02476 387279

As Catherine Marks of Warwickshire County Council 
explains:

“North Warwickshire Works aims to support training,
skills and employment for local residents.  We hope to
commission new projects, using funds allocated by the
developers at Birch Coppice, which will enable local
people to access job opportunities.“

Catherine went on to say that there are currently two
projects…

Community Engagement & Employability Programme
Coventry and Warwickshire Cooperative DevelopmentAgency will provide a range of outreach services tohelp people to improve their chances of getting a job.   

To speak to a friendly advisor, call 07811 966 345 foranything from help with job searches and exploringcareer choices to advice on managing your money.

Connect to Your Future Now 
This project, run by Connexions, is targeting 16 – 18

year olds who are not in education, employment or

training and need help to take the next step.  The 

project uses ICT in the form of notebooks and 

internet connection to enable young people to 

access the learning portal provided by Connexions.

The project is currently focussing on Dordon,

Polesworth, Baddesley Ensor, Grendon and Wood End. 

To find out more ring 02476 707418



BOB’s just the job!
Just two years into the project and BOB the Branching Out 
Bus has won a national award.  The team (right) scooped the
‘Best Partnership Award’ from the Institute of Money Advisers
at their annual conference in Kenilworth recently. 

Launched in summer 2009 with a £270,000 grant from the 
Department of Children, Schools and Families, the BOB 
project was one of 10 national pilots designed to tackle 
child poverty.  The BOB team, involving staff working in 
benefits, the Citizens’ Advice Bureau and the Credit Union, has 
to date helped over 1,500 customers, identified £182,216 of 
unclaimed benefit and set up 23 school banks with over 1,000
young savers.  Confidential and free advice and information has
been provided, ranging from debt and money management to 
retraining opportunities and health and housing issues.

Bob Trahern, Assistant Chief Executive (Community Services) 
congratulated the team, saying: “ It’s great that this award 
recognises the exceptional work that we, as a small Borough 
Council, have delivered by working in partnership with key local
voluntary and advice agencies.  Together, we have ensured that
our customers have received the best help and advice to make a
real difference in their lives and assist them during these difficult
economic times.“

> Improving access to 
services
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New Policing Teams
Sergeant Roger Fildes is now the Safer Neighbourhood Sergeant 
for North Warwickshire with four new Police beat managers

n Area Forum North PC Paul Painter 
n Area Forum East PC Leon Carter
n Area Forum South PC Ellen Beaty
n Area Forum West PC Nina Bowden      

Right: Councillor Dave Butcher, Mayor of North Warwickshire with the 
Mayoress and Bob Dettmer, the BOB driver at the MAD event in Water Orton

More information on the BOB service is available at:  www.askbob.org.uk
or contact the Borough Council on: 01827 715341.

Tel: 02476 483622
Tel: 02476 483622
Tel: 02476 483554
Tel: 02476 483554

Safer communities Crime statistics 
April 2010-2011

In North Warwickshire the overall crime rate remained the same as in 2009-2010.
There were…      

64 fewer victims of criminal damage36 fewer victims of vehicle theft 161 fewer victims of anti-social behaviour14 fewer drug offences
1 more victim of domestic burglary



New faces for new green spaces
Two new faces will soon be spotted around North Warwickshire
as they encourage people to notice the nature on their 
doorstep.  Philippa Truman (right) has been appointed by 
Warwickshire Wildlife Trust as Wildplay and Community 
Co-ordinator whilst Abu Miah is working for Groundwork as
Youth Worker for the Environment. 

As we’ve previously reported in north talk, the Wild:LIFE 
Project will create four new nature reserves, thanks to 
funding of £225,249 from Natural England as part of the Big 
Lottery Fund’s Changing Spaces Programme.  The sites are 
at Kingsbury Linear Park; Cole End Park, Coleshill; Dafferns 
Wood, New Arley and Abbey Green Park, Polesworth.

The Wild:LIFE project was launched in May at the Kingsbury
site where 650 different types of wild plants have already
been identified!  Philippa and Abu were there to describe
how they want to involve young people and invite everyone
to do some conservation work.  As they explained:

“ Whether it’s bat walks or bug hunting, planting a 
wildflower meadow or planning a pond, we hope to get as many
people as possible involved in the Wild:LIFE on their doorstep!”

Meet your local ‘Bobbies on the beat’, pick up tips on home 
security and find out about Neighbourhood Watch at your
local Community Safety Day. 

P.C Nina Bowden said:  "Community Safety Days provide
an excellent chance to meet your local Safer 
Neighbourhood Team, raise your issues and concerns 
with them and find out more about Neighbourhood 
Watch.  

Combining them with the Community Fun Days means
more residents can find out what’s going on in their area,
have fun with a range of activities and get crime 
prevention advice.“  

Community Safety Days   
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For more details about the Community Safety Days, 
contact your local Safer Neighbourhood Team on the 
numbers listed above and see the Fun Day dates listed 
on page 4.

Community Safety Day at Old Arley (right).

Environment



Coventry’s Coombe Country Park was transformed into an
open air classroom in June, as scores of schoolchildren 
attended the 2011 and Beyond event.  Now in its 10th 
successful year, the three day event included a range of 
interactive workshops on the themes of energy 
conservation, wildlife and recycling. 

The enthusiastic environmentalists had the chance to hunt
for minibeasts in the meadow, compare notes on 
composting and discover why biking and hiking are better
than motoring.  The ever popular Momo Theatre reduced
the audience to fits of laughter with their hilarious 
knock-about comedy routine about recycling. 

10th year for 2011
and Beyond 

… is your free magazine from North Warwickshire 
Borough Council and the North Warwickshire Community
Partnership.

north talk is available on audio-cassette through the
North Warwickshire Talking Newspaper and as a podcast
which can be downloaded from:
www.northwarks.gov.uk/podcast

It’s also available on our website if you prefer to read it
on screen.  We can provide the information in a larger
print, other formats and other languages and also pass
your details onto the Talking Newspaper.  
Just ring us on 01827 715341.

Your next north talk is due out in 
November/December 2011.  

Produced on paper from sustainable sources. 

Comments from the teachers last year

“Hands on … children fully involved … good interaction
… well organised … very enjoyable…”  “ Kids really 
enjoyed the day.  Those who found bugs on the hunt were
very pleased with themselves.”
Funding for the event was provided by Coventry City Council,
North Warwickshire Borough Council and Rugby Borough
Council.  Sponsorship of the event was by Heart of England. 
Co-operative and CAFOD (Catholic Overseas Aid Agency.)

You can ring us
Monday – Friday 8.30am – 8.00pm
Saturday               9.00am – 4.00pm
Tel: 01827 715341

Or call in to the One Stop Shop
Monday – Friday 8.30am – 5.15pm

The One Stop Shop now deals with Police front
office enquiries such as crimes and incidents,
anti-social behaviour, domestic incidents and 
information about Neighbourhood Watch. 

www.northwarks.gov.uk
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

Our One Stop Shop and Contact Centre

21st July Partnership Building, Atherstone
6th October To be confirmed

14th July Shuttington and Alvecote Parish Hall
20th October To be confirmed

12th July Astley Reading Rooms
27th October To be confirmed

28th July Hurley Village Hall
13th October To be confirmed

Area Forum East

Area Forum North

Area Forum South

Area Forum West

For further details see www.northwarks.gov.uk/areaforums

Area Forums – your community meetings Thank you! 
A huge thank you to everyone in NorthWarwickshire for helping to increaseour recycling rate.  Since we introducedthe new service in October last year,we’ve collected over 400 tonnes ofplastic and cardboard.  

From October 2010 – May 2011, we’verecycled over a THIRD more than in thesame period last year !  
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