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Diamond Jubilee parties and 
Love Parks Week



Here’s a golden opportunity to help 
get your Diamond Jubilee party 
started  
The Borough Council has pledged £20,000 to support 
community events and street parties across North 
Warwickshire.  There’s £500 for community events and £100 
for street parties.  Applications have already been flooding 
in, so make sure you’re in with a chance by logging on to 
www.northwarks.gov.uk/jubilee

It’s party time!

Keep an eye on the website for news of 
more Diamond Jubilee events in the 

coming months. 

We’d love to hear from you!  
Contact Lori Harvey, Community Projects Officer on 
01827 719220. 

Has Kingsbury got talent?

We’re looking for dance groups, bands, musicians and 
performers from the Kingsbury area to take part in a 
special Love Parks event.  The fun day will be at Sycamore 
Recreation Ground, Kingsbury on Saturday 21st July as 
part of national Love Parks Week 21st - 29th July.

Sound system and stage supplied, if you can supply the 
talent!  We’re also looking for local businesses, community 
groups, crafty types, hobby groups, tug o’ war teams and 
fitness groups to have a stall at the event or give a 
demonstration. 
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Let’s celebrate Love Parks Week 

A few of the events so far…
Mancetter Village Community Association 

 Community Cheese and Cider event    2nd June  

 Picnic in the Park and Fun Day   3rd June

Shuttington        

 Family Fun Day    3rd June

Gun Hill Allotments Association        

 Community Fun Day          3rd June

Piccadilly Community Association   

 Sunday lunch & Fun Day      3rd June

Corley Cricket Club     

 Street Party                                                 4th June

Hurley Community Association 

 Community Games, Hurley Primary  23rd June

The Love Parks team



A refurbished vintage tractor looks set to be a star attraction 
for youngsters when Fillongley Parish Council’s new play area 
opens for business over the Easter holidays.  

The ‘David Brown 995’ vehicle was kindly donated by an 
anonymous benefactor and sat sad and neglected, until 
Coleshill Young Farmers stepped in to give it a much needed 
facelift.  The team spent 150 hours, fortified with copious cups 
of tea, stripping the metal work back and repainting it in the 
CYF colours of black and yellow.  The tractor is now solidly 
embedded in pride of place at the play area in Church Lane 
ready for local youngsters to enjoy.

The play area has been renovated thanks to funding of £45,000 
from WREN and £10,000 from the Borough Council.  The 
Parish Council also received a donation from local digital 
agency company ‘Building Blocks’ and plenty of hard labour 
from local contractors, Bowplant Ltd. 

Fillongley’s got the         tractor!  

Young people benefit from 
LEADER funded projects 
Two projects funded through the North Warwickshire 
LEADER Programme look set to support young people in 
Hurley, Wood End, Piccadilly and Mancetter.

The Three Villages Project, headed up by new Rural Youth 
Development Officer, Kirsty Lowrie has set up a range of 
activities in Hurley, Wood End and Piccadilly.  So far, over 
100 young people have taken part in sessions on street 
dance, singing and song writing, cooking and self 
defence.  They have also been involved in volunteering, 
organising community events and trips out.  Future 
projects include fundraising and working with industry 
professionals through music making activities.

For more information, contact Kirsty on 01827 718080 or 
07778 218525; email: kirsty@wcava.org.uk

Meanwhile, ‘Mancetter Massive’ now meets every Monday 
evening 6.30pm-8.30pm at the Bracebridge Centre, in St 
Peter’s Church, Mancetter.  The club is run by Warwickshire 
Association of Youth Clubs (WAYC) and offers activities 
including computer games, internet access, snooker and 
crafts for young people aged 11-19.

Contact Kate Wilding at: kate.wilding@wayc.org.uk 
new members and volunteers welcome.

Watch out for local publicity about a possible 
Diamond Jubilee party in June to mark the 
official opening of the play area. 
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North Warwickshire received just over £1m of UK 
and European LEADER funding in 2009 and the 
programme runs until 2013.  For more 
information, contact Jo Gordon at Warwickshire 
CAVA on 01827 721224.

Mancetter Massive, (top) and The Three Villages Project



Now open!  North Warwickshire’s first indoor skate facility for 
skate boarders, scooters and in-line skaters. 

New indoor skate park 

Everything’s going swimmingly… 
For the second year running, Atherstone Leisure 
Complex has gained the prestigious SWIM 21 
accreditation for the quality of their swimming 
lessons.  SWIM 21 is the Amateur Swimming 
Association’s quality standard for learn to swim 
classes and is held by just a handful of leisure 
centres.  

Claire Lodge, Centre Manager said:  “Gaining 
Swim 21 accreditation from the ASA for a 
second year is a real achievement.  Very few 
leisure centres have been able to gain this 
standard in the first place and for Atherstone 
to have achieved it again shows that our 
swimming provision for adults and children 
is of a very high quality.”

For more information and to see the kit in action, visit the 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/NWBCskatepark

Sorry no BMX due to size of venue.

Sports pitch a hit  
Queen Elizabeth School played host to the 2012 
Sport Relief Mile on 25th March, when around 300 
runners took part to raise money for worthy causes.  
Their circuit was around the school playing fields, 
which are also home to the latest sports facility 
- the Artificial Grass Pitch (AGP).  Since it opened 
last September, the AGP has proved to be a huge 
success with 25 different teams using it for hockey 
and football.  It’s also available to book during term 
time and over the summer holidays.

Booking is through Arley Sports Centre on 
01676 541867 or email: agp@northwarks.gov.uk

Want to get in the swim?  
Contact Atherstone Leisure Complex on 01827 722198.
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Opening hours
Day  Charge           Session 1  Session 2
Wednesday £3 per session          3.30 – 5.30pm 6.00 – 8.00pm
Thursday £3 per session          3.30 – 5.30pm 6.00 – 8.00pm



How many of us made New Year’s resolutions to get fit in 
2012 yet broke them within a few weeks – or even days?  
Like many people, Phyllis (Phyl) Young of Polesworth was 
completely fed up of eating, drinking and sitting around 
over Christmas and wanted to get fit for her three week 
holiday in Cyprus.  So, she ventured into Polesworth 
Sports Centre, fully convinced that she was ‘too old’ to
join. (Phyl is actually in her early 80s!)  Fitness instructor 
Wendie Fraser was quick to reassure her and devised a 
personalised training plan. 

Phyl said: “At the start I was a bit nervous but Wendie has 
always been there encouraging me along the way and 
that’s given me the confidence to keep coming.  
To be honest, it takes more effort to get ready to come
here than when I’m actually here but I really enjoy it ! “

Wendie adds:  “Phyl’s programme includes the treadmill, 
bike, cross-trainer and weights and she’s been a pleasure to 
work with.  We not only improve her fitness levels but have 
a chat about everything and set the world to rights at the 
same time!“

Phyl keeps fit!  

Keep active... stay healthy 
Health professionals are keen to emphasise the link 
between increased physical activity and better health.  
So, the Leisure Centres are now working with health 
colleagues on the Warwickshire Exercise Referral 
Scheme for people in North Warwickshire.

The scheme aims to tackle conditions, such as mild to 
moderate depression, hypertension, diabetes, obesity, 
osteoporosis and osteo- or rheumatoid arthritis.  
Your GP, Physiotherapist, Practice Nurse or 
Occupational Therapist may refer you to your local 
leisure centre.  Here, you’ll have a 12 week 
programme devised especially for you and you’ll
be supported by qualified health and fitness 
consultants. 

People who exercise regularly:

l are 50% less likely to develop diabetes, hypertension, 
     be overweight or suffer from sleep problems.
l see an improvement in osteoporosis and other 
     musculo-skeletal problems.

For information about the Borough 
Council’s four leisure and sports centres, 

go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/leisure

PA
GE5

For more information, contact your local 
Borough Council leisure centre or see 
your GP or other health worker.

Wendie and Phyl



Next time you’re considering a 
meal out at a local pub, café or 
restaurant, you’ll be able to check 
out their hygiene standards before 
you go!  Thanks to the national 
Food Hygiene Ratings Scheme, 
launched on 28th March, all 
premises serving or selling food 
– including clubs, takeaways and 
supermarkets – now receive a score 
from 0 to 5 from the Council’s 
Environmental Health team. 

The team has always regularly 
inspected food premises in North 
Warwickshire, to ensure owners are 
complying with food hygiene law.  
They check that…

l the food is handled hygienically 
     i.e. preparation, cooking, 
     re-heating, cooling and storage.

l the structure of the premises is 
     in good condition i.e. 
     cleanliness, layout, lighting and 
     ventilation. 

l the food safety management 
     and record keeping complies 
     with legislation.

Now after each inspection, the 
food businesses are given a score.   
0 is the lowest = ‘Urgent 
improvements are needed’ and 5 
is the top score = ‘Very good.’   So 
far, 260 out of the 600 premises 
in North Warwickshire have been 
rated and more scores will be 
available as the team continues 
with inspections. 

So, whether you’re eating out or 
getting food in, you can see the 
ratings on the Food Standards 
Agency’s website at 
www.food.gov.uk/rating  
The food businesses should also 
clearly demonstrate their score 
either as a sticker in the window or 
a certificate on display. 

Watch out for waste cowboys… 
Be very careful about how you get rid of your household 

waste.  If a trader turns up, offering to take your building 

rubble, old furniture or garden refuse away for a very 

reasonable price – beware!  Before you agree to anything, 

check that they are registered with the Environment 

Agency and have a waste carriers’ licence.

Unscrupulous waste cowboys are making a fortune 

from people by charging to take their rubbish but then 

dumping it in the countryside.  And it’s you, the 

householder who ends up with the flytipping fine, a 

criminal record and your name in the papers!  This is 

because, as a householder (or business), you’re 

responsible for what happens to your waste, even after 

it has left your premises. 

See www.environment-agency.gov.uk/publicregister 

or ring 03708 506 506 Monday-Friday 8.00am-6.00pm. 

To report fly-tipping, ring the Borough Council on 

01827 715341 or report it online via the website at

www.northwarks.gov.uk

Newsflash!  Environmental Health staff recently joined forces with the Police to crack down on 
rogue scrap metal dealers.  The Police seized a vehicle in Baddesley Ensor and the driver was 
reported for operating without insurance or an MOT.  He also received two fixed penalty notices for 
not having a waste carriers’ licence or a waste transfer notice. 
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Planning a meal out or a takeaway in?  

Bon appétit!

Advice from the Environment Agency
l Always ask to see a waste carriers’ certificate – they     should have the original copy.  If they won’t produce      it, don’t use them!
l Keep a record of their details, in case they fly-tip your      waste and it’s traced back to you.
l Contractors, for example builders, landscape      gardeners and even house cleaners must be      registered carriers if  they plan to remove waste. 
l Businesses should always get a copy of a waste      transfer note from the person taking the waste away.       Keep  this along with any receipts and invoices for     two years to protect yourself from any comeback. 
l Alternatively, take your waste to a licensed waste      disposal site such as at Grendon. 



Send us your photos of North 
Warwickshire and you could be in 
with the chance of winning a £50 gift 
voucher (£50 for 16s and under and 
£50 for 17s and over.)

We need your pics of people and 
places in the Borough for our Flickr 
site and you can submit as many as 
you like.  You don’t have to live in 
North Warwickshire but your photos 
must be taken within the Borough.

Complete the online form 
with your details and upload your 
photos to:
www.northwarks.gov.uk/flickr  

Remember, you’ll need permission 
from any people featuring in the 
images especially from parents or 
carers if children are included. 

on North Warwickshire  

Go paperless in 2012 
Around 1,500 residents have already signed up for e-billing for their 
Council Tax – meaning there’s one less paper bill coming through their 
letterboxes.  And if you take part before 1st May, you’ll still be in with a 
chance of winning a Netbook, courtesy of computer suppliers, Capita.  
Once you’re set up, you’ll be able to view your bill, balance, payments and 
any correspondence online.

Mrs Claire Marvin of Hartshill (right) was one of the first to sign up and 
received a congratulatory £25 gift voucher from Revenues and Benefits 
Manager, Mike Shaw.  She said: “I’m all for it!  Anything to make life more 
efficient for the Council and for me and it’s saving paper and the 
environment.“

It’s simple to do - just go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/accountsonline to 
register.  You’ll need an email address and the reference number, which is 
on your bill or statement.

f      cus

Broadband services in North Warwickshire are 
particularly bad with many areas getting no service, 
no choice of service or very slow speeds.  This situation 
is hopefully going to change with plans for Superfast 
Broadband across the majority of the Borough.  It will be 
supported by Broadband Delivery (UK), the government 
body overseeing the project.   

Borough Councillors recently agreed to put £200,000 
towards the roll-out of Superfast Broadband across 
Coventry, Warwickshire and Solihull over the next
 few years.  

You can help by completing the online surveys at 
www.cswbroadband.org.uk and by registering your 
needs directly with the main Broadband providers.  
This will provide evidence that there is a demand and 
demonstrate where the service is most needed. 

Warwickshire County Council, the largest contributor 
with £3m, is recruiting local champions to promote the 
project in their villages.  

If you’re interested or need more information, 
email: broadband@warwickshire.gov.uk 
or call: 01926 412984.

Funding pledged for 
Superfast Broadband  

Closing date is 
Friday 28th 
September and entries will be judged by a panel including the Mayor of North Warwickshire. 
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Free 
school meals 

For every child entitled to a free school meal, the 
school is entitled to additional funding.  When 
you successfully apply for a free school meal, 
the school will receive an extra £488 (going up 
to £600 in September 2012) of funding -  even 
if your child doesn’t want the meal.

This extra funding will help the school to 
provide more opportunities for the children.

Tel: 01926 742060; apply online at:
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
email: freemeals@warwickshire.gov.uk
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Have your cake and eat it!

BOB Bus visits local schools



News from the North Warwickshire 
Community Partnership

B.O.B Community Hubs -  
coming to a village near you! 
Work is underway to open the first B.O.B Community 
Hubs by this summer.  These build on the success of 
B.O.B the “Branching Out Bus”, which provides help and 
advice on a wide range of services.

Working alongside Parish and Town Councils, a hub 
will provide access to computers and free telephone 
access to key services.  In some key locations, they will 
also enable you to talk to Council and other partners 
‘face to face’ over the computer by using ‘video 

conferencing’ technology.  The hubs will also host 
homework and job clubs, help you to learn or improve 
IT skills and provide internet shopping, including how 
to get the best fuel tariffs!  Or they can simply help 
you keep in touch with family and friends via e mail or 
social media. 

The B.O.B team would love to hear from any potential 
volunteers to support a local B.O.B. Hub.  Some 
knowledge of computers would be ideal to help others 
develop their skills, confidence and knowledge.  If you 
have a few hours per week to spare, get in touch and 
if you’re looking for work, it’s a great activity to put on 
your CV. 

> Improving access to services 

> Raising aspirations, educational 
     attainment  and skills 
2012 marks 11th year for successful 
environmental event 
For three days in June, Coombe Country Park will play host yet again to the 
ever popular ‘2012 and Beyond’ – an environmental extravaganza aimed at 
teaching young people about climate change and sustainability.  Scores of 
young and enthusiastic environmentalists will learn about saving energy 
and healthy lifestyles, have a go at hunting for mini-beasts and laugh out 
loud at a theatre production on the 3 Rs of Reduce-Reuse-Recycle. 

Last year, 45 schools with up to 35 Key Stage 2 pupils from across 
Coventry, North Warwickshire, Rugby and Warwick attended the 2011 
and Beyond event.

From the children:  “It made me think about people in Africa.”    
“I’m going to tell my mum to recycle.”  “ Enjoyed getting wet!”   
“I liked the seeds to take home.” 

From the teachers:  “Great mix of talk and activities… really interactive… 
great message in a unique way.” 

B.O.B Hubs are designed to improve access to vital services 
and will provide a place for people to meet, work, learn new 

skills and access the latest technology.  

For more information, contact the B.O.B Hubs team on 
01827 715341 or go to the B.O.B website at 

www.askbob.org.uk
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Are you getting enough?  

Fruit and veg, that is!  Here are a few ideas for you and your family to get your regular portions of fruit 

and fibre and all those essential vitamins and minerals. 

l At breakfast, add fruit to cereal, porridge or low-fat 

     yoghurt.  Add mushrooms or tomatoes to scrambled 

     eggs.  Have a glass of unsweetened 100% fruit juice.

l Frozen and canned fruit and veg count  - microwave 

     some frozen peas, or add sweetcorn or pineapple on 

     top of a pizza. 

l Sticks of cucumber, peppers and carrot, and cauliflower 

     or broccoli florets are delicious with dips.  

l Add beans, lentils and pulses to stews, bakes and salads 

     and have a salad or vegetable side dish with your main meal. 

l Make a smoothie in a blender using your favourite fresh 

     or frozen fruits – this could count as up to two portions. 

l Swap sugary snacks, such as biscuits, for a piece of fruit. 

There are lots of healthy snack ideas in the 

Change4Life snack swapper and also see 

www.wellnessmatters.gov.uk

North Warks walks  
Atherstone 
Thursdays 1pm at Atherstone Leisure Complex
Austrey
Fridays 10am at the Baptist Church
Hartshill
Thursdays 1.30pm at Hartshill Community Centre
Hurley
Tuesdays 1pm at Hurley Village Hall
Kingsbury 
Wednesdays 11am at Kingsbury Methodist Church
Mancetter 
Tuesdays 10am at St Peters Church
Middleton
Wednesdays 1.30pm at the RSPB car park, 
Middleton Hall
Old Arley 
Thursdays 1pm at The Methodist Church
Ridge Lane & Birchley Heath
Mondays 1pm at the Community Centre

All you have to do is turn up and walk!  For more  information, contact Steph Lawrence 
on 01827 719271.

> Developing Healthier Communities 
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Warwickshire Police targets known burglars.
Many burglaries happen because criminals see
easy opportunities to enter homes. Here’s what
you can do to prevent this happening:

• Don’t hide spare keys. Leave them with
someone you trust. Burglars know
where to look.

• Fit good locks  to doors and windows and
use them

• Use lights and radios on timers to make
your home appear occupied

• Keep windows and doors secure when you
are elsewhere in your home or garden

For more information visit:
www.warwickshire.police.uk/crimeprevention

Winning poster warns about the 
dangers of alcohol 
This eye-catching poster was the winning design of 15 

created by young people at Queen Elizabeth School.  

The Year 9 students had already watched a hard-hitting 

theatre production called ‘Last Orders’ by Hampshire 

based theatre company ‘Solomon.’  

This is based on a true life story of two young girls, who 

start binge-drinking and end up in a downwards spiral 

of alcohol abuse and anti-social behaviour. 

The 120 students were then invited to work in teams to 

create an advertising campaign using the key messages 

from the performance.  This exercise also taught them 

valuable lessons in communication, interpersonal skills, 

team building and time management, which will all 

prove useful in the world of work.  On hand to offer 

advice and help were representatives from the Borough 

and County Councils, Warwickshire Police, Warwickshire 

NHS and the Warwickshire Drug and Alcohol Team.  

These organisations form the North Warwickshire 

Community Safety Partnership which funded the theatre 

production and workshops. 

The winning design 
(pictured) and the runner 
up are now in production 
and will soon be 
distributed to young 
people’s groups in North 
Warwickshire to reinforce 
the message. 
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Priorities for the North Warwickshire Community Safety Partnership 2012-13
l Violent crime: focus on domestic abuse, alcohol relatedviolence, young people as offenders.

l Anti-social behaviour: focus on youth and alcohol related and the public perception of anti social behaviour.

l Serious Acquisitive Crime: focus on domestic burglary, vehicle crime and offender management.



Our One Stop Shop and Contact Centre  
You can ring us
Tel: 01827 715341
Monday – Friday  8.30am – 5.15pm
  

After 5.15pm and at weekends, you can leave a message with your details 
and we will ring you back on the next working day.

You can call in to the One Stop Shop
The Council Offices, South Street, Atherstone CV9 1DE
Monday – Friday 8.30am – 5.15pm

www.northwarks.gov.uk
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

… is your free magazine from North Warwickshire 
Borough Council and the North Warwickshire 
Community Partnership.  We can provide this
information in larger print or in a different format.
Ring the Borough Council on 01827 715341. 

If you have any comments about north talk or 
know someone who has not received a copy,  email 
the editor at northtalk@northwarks.gov.uk or ring 
01827 719309.

Scan this Quick 
Read code with 

your Smartphone 
to go direct to our 

website.

Produced on paper from sustainable sources. Remember to recycle your north talk !

Crimestoppers Trust
Leo House, Railway Approach, Wallington, SM6 ODX
T: 020 8835 3700   F: 020 8835 3701   www.crimestoppers-uk.org

Crimestoppers is a registered charity

FIGHT CRIME
WITHOUT REVEALING

YOUR IDENTITY
To contact us
Call anonymously on 0800 555 111 or fill in the 
online ‘Giving Information’ form on our website. 
Visit www.crimestoppers-uk.org

To help us
As an independent charity, Crimestoppers rely 
on fundraising activities and individual donations. 
If you’d like to support us or become a volunteer,
please visit the ‘Support Us’ section on
www.crimestoppers-uk.org

02042 - Crimestopper Leaflet:1  14/09/2010  16:46  Page 1

Crimestoppers is an independent charity, which will take your calls 
about crimes and criminals completely anonymously and 24/7. 

When you ring 0800 555 111, you’ll speak to a specially trained 
adviser.  They won’t ask for your personal details, won’t record or 
trace your call and you won’t have to go to court.  The information 
you provide will be passed onto the Police.

Fact: Since Crimestoppers was set up in the UK 24 years ago, it has 
received more than 1.2 million anonymous calls, resulting in over 
108,000 arrests and charges, more than £115m of goods being 
recovered and £213m of drugs seized.

Just think – your call could be the last piece in the jigsaw which 
leads to an arrest.  If it’s successful, you could be in line to receive 
a cash award of up to £1,000. 

Ring 0800 555 111 or fill in the 
online form ‘Giving information’ 
at www.crimestoppers-uk.org  

Fight crime with 
Crimestoppers 


