




Summer’s here...
…and the July issue of north talk has lots of information
about activities and events happening during this 
smashing summer of sport.  The cover photo shows a 
group of keen swimmers at Atherstone Leisure Complex 
– it’s an Olympic sport but you don’t have to be a super 
fit athlete to enjoy a dip in the deep end!  Check out our 
four leisure centres at www.northwarks.gov.uk/leisure 
for details of their Fitness Suites, sports events and 
exercise classes ranging from aerobics to zumba.

north talk has a slightly different look as we’re now 
starting to include advertisements from local 
businesses and visitor attractions.  A big thank-you to 
everyone who’s supported this summer issue - with 
your help, we’re bringing down the costs of design, 
print and distribution.  This issue has cost around 17p 
per household to produce and deliver to around 

27,000 homes – compare that 
with the cost of a first class stamp 
at 60p!  If anyone is interested in 
advertising in a future issue, 
contact the editor as below – 
we’re offering very reasonable rates.  

We’re always interested to hear your comments about 
north talk.  For example, which articles did you enjoy 
or what would you like to know more about?  Do you 
know someone who didn’t receive their copy?  You can 
contact the editor on 01827 719309 or email 
northtalk@northwarks.gov.uk

If you know someone who needs the information in a 
larger print or in a different format, ring the Borough 
Council on 01827 715341. 

Our special Jubilee grants scheme of £22,700 supported 37 community events and 42 street parties.  
For a full list, go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/jubilee
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Fillongley’s Picnic in the Park

Send us your photos of 
your Jubilee jamborees 
If you had a right royal knees-up over the June
Jubilee weekend, send in your best shots for our 
photo competition – ‘Focus on North Warwickshire.’   
We’re hoping to build up a collection of great images 
of people and places in our beautiful Borough, which 
will be available for everyone to use on our Flickr site – 
a sort of photo album online. 

There’s still plenty of time to submit your photos as 
the closing date isn’t till 28th September.  Why not 
send us your pics of family picnics, summer parties 
or country shows – whether it’s fair or foul weather?!  
Your photo just has to be taken in North Warwickshire.  

There are two prizes of a £50 gift voucher for 16s 
and under and £50 for 17s and over.  To complete 
the online form and upload your photos, go to 
www.northwarks.gov.uk/flickr

Our special Jubilee grants 
scheme of £22,700 
supported 37 community 
events and 42 street parties. 

For a full list, go to 
www.northwarks.gov.uk/jubilee

Madison, Water Orton School

Walnut Drive, Mancetter Street Party

Big Jubilee Lunch, Shustoke 

Wood End Scout Group



  

23rd July - 24th August
Have a smashing summer 2012 with our stunning selection of sports, street dance and 
circus skills sessions!  See also www.northwarks.gov.uk/playschemes and catch up on 

Facebook at www.facebook.com/nwbccommunitydevelopment

There are limited places on many of the sessions, 
so book early to avoid disappointment!

Contact Jessica Grove, Community Development Officer 

(Young People and Intergeneration) on 

01827 719220

Call4Sport 
12noon-5.00pm Monday – Friday

Skate sessions 
Mondays 12-2pm at Polesworth; 3-5pm at Fillongley

Tuesdays 12-2pm Water Orton; 3-5pm Austrey

To book other Call4Sport activities, ring 01827 719270.

Atherstone Skate Park
Unit 4, Plot 16D, Carlyon Road Industrial Estate, CV9 1LQ.  

For information on times and prices, go to
www.northwarks.gov.uk/skatepark; 

follow on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/nwbcskatepark  

Tel: 01827 719356/ 07969 465929.

Get ready to Zumba!
Join the fun filled Zumba and street dance classes 
on Tuesday 7th August, Coleshill Market Hall and 

Wednesday 8th August at Polesworth Memorial Hall  
Both 10am-12noon.  For ages 13+.   

£3 per person and £2 for brothers/sisters.

Make a dance music video!
Star in your own video, have a go at directing,
write the lyrics, learn the dance moves… and 
create a video clip, which will be on Facebook.

Monday 30th July 11am-3pm, 
Trinity Church Community Centre, Hartshill.  

For ages 12+.   £3 per person.

Family Chat and Craft sessions
Make your own bunting or lavender hearts at 

Baddesley Village Hall, 
Thursdays 26th July-16th August, 2-4pm.

Theatre Workshops
The great Warwickshire playwright, William 
Shakespeare, said  ‘All the world’s a stage…’

You too can learn how to create a play using theatre 
and dance techniques.

 26th July Atherstone Memorial Hall
 2nd August Arley and St Michael’s
   Community Centre, Arley
 16th August Polesworth Memorial Hall
 23rd August Baddesley Village Hall

Thursdays 1-4pm.  For ages 8+.  £3 per person;  £2 for 
brothers/sisters.   There’s also a full day’s workshop for 

ages 12+ on 15th August at Coleshill Market Hall. 

BBQ Bonanza
Free food on Tuesdays 12-3pm – weather permitting.

24th July - Mancetter Rec
31st July - Hurley Rec

 7th August - Wood End Rec

Saturday 4th August - Piccadilly Rec, 11am-3pm

Learn 
Circus Skills …

Fancy clowning around, juggling a 
few balls, spinning a couple of plates

or walking tall on stilts? Learn the 
tricks of the trade…

24th July - Mancetter, St Peters Church
31st July - Baddesley Village Hall

14th August - Newton Regis Village Hall
21st July - Kingsbury Methodist Church 

All sessions are 10am-12noon. 

£3 per person and 
£2 for brothers/sisters. 

For 
ages 8+  

Family 
Cookery Sessions

Cook up a storm at the 
popular weekly cookery 

sessions starting 25th July at 
Atherstone Memorial Hall. 

Sessions will include veggies, 
cake and bread baking and 
picnic ideas.  All equipment 

and materials provided … just 
bring your enthusiasm and 

appetite!

First come… first served… 
no second helpings!  

£1 per 
person
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Celebrate National Love Parks Week and 
Sycamore Road becoming one of the

QE II Fields for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee year.  
Free entry.

Fun day launches new 
nature site
Celebrate with the Wild:LIFE Project as work starts on 
creating special areas for wildlife within Abbey Green 
Park at Polesworth and Cole End Park in Coleshill.  

Go wild at the Coleshill event on Saturday 11th August 
11am-2pm - find out what’s planned and join in the fun 
activities on offer at both parks over the next 12 months.

Take part in willow weaving, wild play, bird box building, 
tree identification, treasure hunts and have your say on 
the plans for the park.

The Wild:LIFE project is funded by Access to Nature, a 
scheme run by Natural England and funded by the Big 
Lottery Fund.  The Project is delivered in partnership by 
the Borough Council, Warwickshire Wildlife Trust, 
Groundwork and the Conservation Volunteers.  

To keep up to date with the latest activities see 
www.facebook.com/northwarkswildife or find out 
more at www.northwarks.gov.uk/northwarkswildife

Live music - dance displays - food stalls 
crafts - bouncy castle - dog show

www.loveparksweek.org.uk

Family Fun Day  
Saturday 21st July 11am-3pm

Sycamore Road Recreation Ground, Kingsbury

North Warks Walks 
Atherstone  Thursdays 1pm at Atherstone Leisure Complex
Austrey      Fridays 10am at the Baptist Church
Baddesley      Wednesdays 1pm at Baddesley Village Hall
Hartshill       Thursdays 1.30pm at Hartshill Community Centre
Kingsbury      Wednesdays 11am at Kingsbury Methodist Church
Mancetter      Tuesdays 10am at St Peters Church
Middleton      Wednesdays 1.30pm at the RSPB car park, Middleton Hall
Old Arley      Thursdays 1pm at The Methodist Church
Ridge Lane & Birchley Heath     Mondays 1pm at the Community Centre

Just turn up and walk!  For more information, 
contact Steph Lawrence on 01827 719271.
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New future for leisure in Coleshill?
Coleshill Leisure Centre is a well used facility but like many buildings from the 1980s, it’s now rather old 
fashioned, somewhat out of date and needs a thorough overhaul.  However, the many problems with the age 
and structure of the building mean that a total refurbishment of the Centre would be far too expensive. 

The Borough Council has been looking at various options and has asked local residents for their views on the 
future for the Leisure Centre in Coleshill.  Following the public consultation, the options were narrowed down to 
two possible sites at Coleshill Memorial Park or Coleshill School.

The Sports Consultancy, a specialist in indoor leisure facilities, has now been appointed to look in detail at the 
two site options.  They will be talking to Coleshill Town Council, which owns the Memorial Park and to Coleshill 
School and also carrying out further consultation with local people.  Their final report is expected to be presented 
to Borough Councillors for a decision on the way forward at the Community and Environment Board on 23rd July.  

Drop in to your 
One Stop Health Shop
If you want to improve your health and wellbeing in a relaxed 
and informal setting, call in at Atherstone’s Memorial Hall every 
Monday morning from 9.30-11.45am.

The new One Stop Health Shop is free for all North Warwickshire 
residents.  There’s advice on stopping smoking, losing weight, 
increasing exercise, cutting down on alcohol and reducing your
stress levels.  Donna Mann and Kerry Burnett (right) are trained 
instructors, so they will keep you motivated and boost your 
confidence, so you can reach your healthy lifestyle goals.  

You can drop in at any time on the Monday morning or 
complete one of the six week programmes, which will keep 
running until February 2013.  Funding for the project has been 
provided jointly by the Borough Council and NHS Warwickshire 
as part of the Wellness Matters initiative.  To enquire about the 
One Stop Health Shop, ring Jo Rooke on 01827 719346; 
email: jorooke@northwarks.gov.uk 

For lots more information on all aspects of health and wellbeing, go to  www.northwarks.gov.uk/wellnessmatters

A Hartshill couple, who are both in their 80s, say their fitness 
programme at Atherstone Leisure Complex has given them a new 
lease of life.  Their local GP referred them to the Leisure Complex as 
part of the new Warwickshire Exercise Referral Scheme. 

Instructor, Ashley Lapidge started the couple off on a gentle gym 
programme incorporating the bike, treadmill and resistance bands.  
Now, Ronnie and Margaret Bannerman are finding that they can 
exercise for longer, at more intense levels and are also using light 
weights.  

“  We were in a bit of a comfortable rut really, with our shopping and 
visiting friends,” says Margaret.  Ronnie adds, “ But we’re now like 
different people – when we know it’s a day for the Leisure Complex, 
our faces light up because it’s a real pleasure to come. “

Exercise keeps Ronnie and Margaret young at heart! 
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The One Stop Health Shop includes…
l a body MOT to check your weight, height      and blood pressure
l a 30 minute exercise session such as 
     aerobics, boxercise, Pilates or Zumba
l a 30 minute healthy eating workshop with     tips and cooking demos
l a Change4Life Health Kit with handy tips      for healthy eating and exercise 

Margaret and Ronnie Bannerman



Allotmenteers will be watching out … 
North Warwickshire’s allotmenteers are fighting back against crimes such as thefts 
and vandalism by launching an Allotment Watch scheme.  This is backed by the 
County Council’s Community Safety Team and championed by the North 
Warwickshire Allotment Federation. 

Each allotment site is being offered a pack to help raise awareness of the Allotment 
Watch Scheme.  This encourages allotment holders and residents living near 
allotment sites to look out for each other and report any suspicious incidents to 
the Police.  The kit contains a letter explaining the scheme, a security leaflet, an 
allotment watch post card to sign up to community alert messages, a warning sign, 
some property marking labels, a permanent marker pen and instructions for use. 

Allotment Watch Packs are being distributed by the North Warwickshire 
Allotment Federation, a volunteer run group supported by the Borough Council, 
which works for the benefit of allotment sites in the area. 

Bye bye to the recycling 
box and bags
By October 2013, your red recycling boxes and
different coloured bags will be replaced by one
wheelie bin for recyclables.  The other change is that 
your black bin will only be emptied every other week.

You’ll keep your green bin for garden waste and the 
black bin for non recyclable waste – so you’ll have just 
three bins for all your rubbish and recycling.  Your
recycling and garden waste bins will be collected one 
week and your black bin emptied the following week.  

Councillors agreed to introduce this three bin option 
as you’ve said you would prefer a simpler system.  It 
should make it easier for you to recycle as you won’t 
have to separate out your paper, plastics, glass and 
tins.  It will also avoid the problems with the 
lightweight bags - such as items spilling out and 
bags blowing away on windy days!

Over the next year, Councillors and staff will be talking 
to residents about the new service and what you might 
need.   In particular, they are interested to hear from 
families, people living in flats and residents in 
properties with limited space to store bins.  There will 
also be a special issue of north talk in September 2013 
containing facts, figures and features all about the 
changes to the service.  

You can write in using the Council address on page 
15 or feedback via the website at www.northwarks.
gov.uk/3bins

2012 and Beyond
It was yet another successful year at Coombe Country Park, 
which hosted the annual ‘2012 and Beyond’ event. Children 
from 45 schools across Coventry and Warwickshire, 
including 11 schools in North Warwickshire visited the
environmental event which ran for three days in June.  

Amongst the interactive workshops was the ever popular 
Momo Theatre production on Reduce-Reuse-Recycle, a 
chance to hunt for mini beasts in the meadow plus a new 
energy saving session from e-on, which also sponsored
the event.
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The Hub is already showing signs of becoming a vital cog in the wheel of community 
development and access to services.  That is largely down to the support that 
Baddesley Ensor Parish Council and Age UK have received from the Borough Council. 
Councillor John Moore.

First B.O.B. Hub opens at 
Baddesley
 The first of seven B.O.B. Hubs due to open this summer is now up and 
running at Baddesley Village Hall on Keys Hill.  BBC newsreader Kay 
Alexander did the honours in cutting the ribbon at the official opening, 
which was also attended by the Mayor of North Warwickshire, 
Councillor Lorna Dirveiks and many Baddesley residents.

The idea behind the Hubs was to create informal and friendly 
meeting places in North Warwickshire’s villages, where residents 
could learn to use the internet to access key services and learn new 
skills.   The B.O.B. Hubs also build on the success of B.O.B. the Branching 
Out Bus.  This project is a partnership between the Borough Council, 
Citizens Advice Bureau and others, which has been taking advice and 
information out and about in the Borough since 2009.  

As Bob Trahern, Assistant Chief Executive (Community Services) who 
leads the project, explained: 

“The idea is for residents to be able to contact services in their 
communities rather than having to spend time and money on 
travelling into Atherstone.  The B.O.B. Hubs will mean residents can 
contact a wide range of services, so they have better access than ever 
before to help and advice.” 
 
A basic B.O.B. Hub will have
l Free use of laptops - no matter how long you use them  
     - so you can find out information, contact services, check 
     information and keep in touch with friends and family.

l A free phone to contact around 10 key services such 
     as the Borough and County Councils, Citizens Advice 
     Bureau, Credit Union and Jobcentre Plus. 

l Wi-fi so that you can use your own computer or 
     laptop in the Hubs.

Some of the Hubs will have the latest video 
conferencing technology where you can talk to 
Council or Citizens Advice Bureau staff face to face 
through the computer.  

Baddesley Village Hall, run by the Parish Council, is also 
home to its library, IT suite, cinema, community café 
and a healthy fruit and veg scheme.  Other Hubs plan 
to develop Job Clubs, IT training sessions and Home 
Shopping Clubs.
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Nearly 9 million people in the UK have never used the internet 
–  but it’s not rocket science and there’s lots of help and 
support available at your local B.O.B. Hub. 

The Adult and Community Learning Service will also run 
online basic (beginners computing) courses at your local Hub 
for two hours a week over six weeks.  You just need between 
six and eight people to register their interest with them.  
Contact the local office on 01827 718007 and for more 
information go to www.warwickshire.gov.uk/adultlearning

Left to right, Mayor of North Warwickshire, 
Councillor Lorna Dirveiks, Borough and 
Parish Councillor, Councillor John Moore 
and Lorna Ferguson, Chair of Baddesley 
Parish Council  

4 Check on the best gas and electricity prices - it’s usually cheaper 
        to pay by Direct Debit through the energy provider’s website.

4 Shop for the best deal on home or car insurance, check your 
        bank statements and renew your car tax online - save time, 
        money and hassle.

4 Discover tips for updating your CV, find out what jobs are 
        available and apply online - it will save on stamps and remember 
       that some employers may only advertise on their websites. 
 

4  Trace your family tree using specialised websites – just who do 
        you think you are?

4 Join a homework club and sharpen up those study skills – 
        whatever your age.

4 Explore more about your hobbies and interests, whether it’s 
        cooking or country walks. Pick up useful DIY tips or find a reliable 
        painter and decorator.

4 Get health facts from NHS Direct at www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk or go 
        to www.northwarks.gov.uk/wellnessmatters for more local 
        information.

4 Search for hotels and restaurants online – go on a virtual tour 
        of your hotel suite and check the food hygiene ratings at 
        restaurants, cafes and pubs nationwide at 
        www.food.gov.uk/ratings

4 Shop online and get your items delivered direct to your door – 
        no more trolley wars at the supermarket, no more frustrating 
        queues at the cash till and sign up to find out about sale 
        bargains!

4 Write to your long lost friends and relatives as far away as 
        Australia at the click of a button – and you can even send them 
        your latest Jubilee or holiday photos.  Find out what happened 
        to your old school friends and book a reunion through Facebook!

On your marks … get set … 
go online at your B.O.B. Hub
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Using a computer 
to access the internet 

is easier than you think. 
Don’t be a ‘nonliner’ - 



Volunteer 
vacancies

Funding for the B.O.B. Hubs and IT support for the 

first year has been provided by the Borough 

Council.  After the first year, users and volunteers 

will be vital in helping the Parish and Town 

Councils to keep the Hubs running and develop 

them into vibrant community facilities – where you 

can get information and advice on your doorstep 

with a simple click on the computer keyboard! 

Help to bring better Broadband to your area 
Complete the survey at www.cswsuperfastbroadband.org.uk to show there is a demand for better 
Broadband in rural North Warwickshire.  CSW Broadband is now one of the major social media channels.  
Join in for up-to-date information and an opportunity to influence how the project develops at:

Facebook -  https://www.facebook.com/CSWSuperfastBroadband 
Twitter - https://twitter.com/#!/cswsuperfast 
Linkedin - http://www.linkedin.com/groups/CSW-Superfast-Broadband-4403473

Help get people and businesses in your area involved by becoming, or helping, a local champion.  
To help with your local campaign, register at http://www.cswbroadband.org.uk/downloads-and-
resources/for-community-champions/ 

The Borough Council has contributed £200,000 towards the roll-out of Superfast Broadband 
over the next few years.

Prize draw winners
A Coleshill couple are the lucky winners of the prize draw for 
signing up to Council Tax online by 1st May.  Revenues and 
Benefits Manager, Mike Shaw presented Mr Dilbagh and Mrs 
Kamaljit Badesha with their netbook, donated by Capita, the 
Borough Council’s software supplier.  Mr Badesha said: 
“I don’t have much free time so I try to do everything I can 
online so I was really pleased when the Council introduced 
electronic billing.”   To sign up for electronic billing, go to 
www.northwarks.gov.uk/accountsonline to register.
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From idea to reality in less than six months …

The Borough Council’s B.O.B. Hub team has been 
working with Town and Parish Councils, libraries and 

other community groups to get the Hubs off the 
ground this summer at… 

l Arley – Arley & St Michael’s Community Centre 
     from 27th June.
l Ansley Common Community Room – opening to 
     be confirmed.
l Birchmoor – Mission Hall from 14th July.
l Hartshill – Holy Trinity Church from 23rd June.
l Mancetter – Bracebridge Centre, St Peters Church 
     from 13th July.

Openings to be confirmed for the Hubs at Coleshill 
and Polesworth libraries and Water Orton 
Community Library.  More Hubs are planned for 
Dordon, Kingsbury and Shustoke – check for news 
at www.northwarks.gov.uk  

There are lots of opportunities for volunteering at 

your local B.O.B. Hub.  You could set up a homework 

club, offer advice on how to use the latest technology, 

help people to update their CVs and apply for jobs or 

even show people how to shop online.

Volunteering is a fantastic opportunity to keep the 

Hubs open for longer and make a real difference 

helping others in your village.  You’ll gain great work 

experience and develop new skills, which will help 

you if you’re looking for a job. 

Your B.O.B. Hub needs you!  Ask at your local Hub or 

contact the Volunteer Centre North Warwickshire, 

Long Street, Atherstone CV9 1AX Tel: 01827 717073; 

www.vcnw.org.uk



A great new service for savers and 
borrowers if you can’t use a high street bank 
Don’t be taken in by those friendly adverts offering 
you quick loans agreed in 15 minutes.  If you check 
the small print, some interest rates can be as high as 
4,000%, unless you can pay them back quickly.  And 
avoid loan sharks like the plague – not only are they 
illegal but their interest rates could literally cost you an 
arm and a leg!

If your credit history isn’t all it should be, you’re 
unemployed or don’t have a bank account and you 
need help to borrow or save, there’s a better and safer 
option – the New Central Credit Union.  The Borough 
Council has worked closely with the former New Way 
Credit Union for many years.  In June, the Credit Union 
merged with Coventry West Credit Union to offer 
excellent value for money and a range of services to 
suit everyone. 

A Credit Union is a community bank, run by local 
people for local people.  It’s an easy way to save and 
borrow and as a member, you have a say in how it’s 
run.  All it costs is a one off joining fee of £5 and a £1 
deposit makes you a Union member! 

You can deposit savings (known as shares) over the 
counter, by standing order from a bank or have your 
pay, pension or benefits paid directly into your 
account.  Payments such as Housing Benefit can be 
transferred directly to your landlord, if they prefer. 
Withdrawals can be made either in person during 
opening hours, by cheque, bank account transfer 

(BACS) or transfer to a pre-payment card.  The ALTO 
card, a new service, costs £6 and lasts for three years. 

Once you’ve been a member for a short period and 
have built up a savings record with the Credit Union, 
you’ll be eligible to apply for a loan.  The amount you 
can borrow depends on your savings history and all 
lending decisions are made by a ‘Lending Committee.’  
You can also sleep easy knowing that your money is 
safe as all New Central Credit Union savings and loans 
are insured free of charge.

To find out more about saving, borrowing or 
volunteering, contact :

New Central Credit Union, 158 Long Street, 
Atherstone CV9 1AE 
Tel: 01827 718851

Open Thursday and Friday 9.30am – 12.30pm. 
Advisers are also at the Borough Council’s One Stop 
Shop every Tuesday 11.30am-2pm  
www.newcentralcu.co.uk

Leah Hutchby works for the Credit Union and can help you with 
all your financial queries. She provides free, confidential and 
impartial advice to help you take control of your finances.  
This includes help with…

    4 budgeting to make the household finances go further.
    4 changing energy providers to get a better deal.
    4 access to affordable loans, even if you have a poor 
               credit history.
    4 opening a bank account so you can pay wages and 
               benefits in and set up Direct Debits to pay bills.

Call Leah on 0792 535 2672; email l.hutchby@cwcda.co.uk 
or call into the One Stop Shop at the Council offices on 
Tuesdays 11.30am-2pm.  You can also book an appointment 
to talk to her on B.O.B. the Branching Out Bus or at any local 
library.  www.newcentralcu.co.uk

Meet Leah – your friendly financial friend !  

Leah (right) on B.O.B. the Branching Out Bus
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All the fun of the careers fair… 
Around 2,500 students and young people from North Warwickshire 
are expected at a two day event in September at Drayton Manor - 
but they won’t be there for the scary rides at the theme park!  
They will actually be taking part in the first ever Borough wide 
careers event, which will be held at the hotel. 

Employers ranging from BMW and the Royal Navy to Warwickshire 
Police together with North Warwickshire and Hinckley College will 
be represented at a careers market place, offering advice and 
information to help young people map out their futures.  

The ‘Make a Difference’ event has been organised by the North 
Warwickshire Community Partnership, which has “To raise 
aspirations, educational attainment and skills“ as one of its key 
priorities.  It also builds on the success of two previous ‘Make a 
Difference Days’ held at Water Orton Primary and Hartshill 
Secondary schools.  

Jessica Grove, the Borough Council’s Community Development Officer (Young People and Intergeneration) said:

“ We know that there’s a real need in North Warwickshire to raise the aspirations of young people and encourage 
them to look positively at their futures, whether in further or higher education or in local employment.  The 
response from employers has been really encouraging so we’re hoping for a hectic but rewarding two days! “ 

TNT at Hartshill’s MAD Event
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DOB em IN
tell us who,where and when

nuisance

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/dobemin

Nobody likes to tell 
tales but if nuisance 

motorbikes are making 
your life a misery  

we need to know 
about it

motorbikes

Nuisance motorbikes visuals.indd   5 05/03/2012   13:57

Appointment of an 
Independent Person 
Under the Localism Act 2011, the Borough Council is 
required to appoint one or more Independent Persons, 
who will give an independent view on allegations that 
councillors have behaved inappropriately.  When there 
is an allegation that a councillor has breached the 
Code of Conduct, the Independent Person will help 
assess if there has been a breach. 

If you are interested in helping to promote and 
monitor high standards in public life, serve the local 
community and uphold local democracy, then you 
may want to apply. You will need to have good 
inter-personal and analytical skills, and the ability to 
make balanced and objective assessments. 
Communication skills will also be very important. 

If you are interested in being an Independent Person, 
please contact Steve Maxey on 01827 719438 or 
email  stevemaxey@northwarks.gov.uk   
If you want to discuss the role, you can also speak to 
Steve on the above number.

Applications should be submitted by 29th June. 

Tackling drugs 
and alcohol 
A new service is now available to support people 
struggling with drug and alcohol problems.  The 
Recovery Partnership offers advice and information 
(for family members too), a range of treatments 
including detox or daycare, liaison with local hospitals 
and support for people who’ve committed a drug or 
alcohol related crime. 

The Partnership is operated by Addaction and
Cranstoun, two national charities which have over 40 
years of experience in dealing with substance misuse.  
Appointments with the service can be arranged at 
Atherstone, Coleshill, Dordon and Kingsbury. 

The Recovery Partnership is based at 37-38 Coton Road, 
Nuneaton CV11 5TW,  Tel: 02476 641100.  
Drug and alcohol advice, information and specialist 
services for under 18s are now provided by Compass 
Warwickshire, Freephone 0800 088 7248.

For more information, go to 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/drugs

Got some 
spare time?

Want to help 
fight crime?

Crimestoppers needs volunteers 
to help promote their services

Each region of the UK has a Crimestopers team 
responsible for running local campaigns, generating 
the funds to pay for them and the occasional reward 
claimed by callers.  There are around a dozen 
members, made up of representatives from
businesses, the media and the Police.   

If you have skills and experience in business, PR, 
marketing, finance, project management or young 
people’s issues, please get in touch!
For more information go to 
www.crimestoppers-uk.org/volunteers 
or call 
0208 835 3700
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Affordable and 
stylish homes in 
North Warwickshire 
and across the Midlands

Move in to your own home by part-buying and 
part-renting through shared ownership, from as little 
as £29,500 for a 25% share

Contact us on 0845 450 3995
www.waterloohomes.org.uk

Last chance for your 
views on future 
housing developments
The North Warwickshire Core Strategy is the key 
planning document, outlining the long term 
development vision for North Warwickshire up to 
2028.  The main purpose of the Core Strategy is to 
identify where new development will take place, 
its type and scale as well as to protect the area’s 
assets. 

When adopted, the Core Strategy will replace the 
North Warwickshire Local Plan 2006.  This latest 
version incorporates the results of previous 
consultations and is the last opportunity for you 
to influence what is in the document. 

An Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) has been 
prepared for consultation, which looks at what
infrastructure is needed.  A Sustainability Appraisal 
shows how the Borough Council has tackled social, 
environmental and economic issues in preparing 
the IDP. 

You can also feedback your views on two 
additional documents:

Gypsy and Traveller Issues and Options
Development Plan Document (DPD)
This will describe the needs and requirements of 
the gypsy and traveller community, as well as look 
for sites.

Development Management Issues and Options 
Development Plan Document (DPD)
This will build on the Core Strategy and include 
more detailed policies for managing development.  

You can download the documents from 
www.northwarks.gov.uk/planningconsultations 
and complete a comments form online.  Or you can 
view them at the Council offices, leisure centres and 
libraries.

If you have any questions or would like to be 
included on the mailing list, email planningpolicy@
northwarks.gov.uk or ring 01827 719499/251.

The consultation period runs until Thursday 23rd 
August 2012.
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Astley Lane, Bedworth CV12 0NE

Open 10.00am - 5.00 pm every day.
 T: 02476 490235  W: www.astleybookfarm.com  

The Largest Secondhand Bookshop 
in the Midlands

August Bank Holiday Sale
25th, 26th & 27th August 2012 

1000s of books at 50p and 

15% off all main shop stock

Area Forums – have your 
say at your local meeting 
The four Area Forums in North Warwickshire give 
you a chance to talk to Borough, County and 
Parish Councillors, local police officers and 
others about issues which matter to you.   

Venues to be confirmed – for further details go to 
www.northwarks.gov.uk/areaforums

Whitacres and Shustoke Show
Saturday 28th July, 10.00am-5pm

Blyth Hall, Shustoke

A Jubilee event including a World War 2 
re-enactment and a replica Spitfire.  Plus the 

popular falconry display, vintage vehicles, 
ferret racing and dog show.  Funfair rides for the 
children and lots of craft and refreshment stalls 

with home made cakes, jams and chutneys.  

The Show has been supported by the 
Borough Council’s Jubilee grant scheme.

www.whitacresandshustokeshow.co.uk

Fillongley 
Agricultural Society

Sunday 12th August
Stonehouse Farm, Corley

Horticultural show, show jumping, treasure hunt, 
trade stands, gun dogs and falconry display.

www.fillongleyshow.org.uk

88th 
Annual 
Show

North Warwickshire’s 
Country Shows

One Stop Shop and Contact Centre  
Tel: 01827 715341 Monday – Friday  8.30am – 5.15pm
After 5.15pm and at weekends, you can leave a message with your details 
and we will ring you back on the next working day.

The Council Offices, South Street, Atherstone CV9 1DE
Open Monday – Friday 8.30am – 5.15pm

www.northwarks.gov.uk 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

north talk is produced on paper from sustainable sources.  Remember to recycle your north talk !

Scan this Quick 
Read code with 

your Smartphone 
to go direct to our 

website.
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Investing in the region

BMW employs over 800 local people at its engine manufacturing plant at Hams Hall, 
North Warwickshire. Small, fuel-efficient petrol engines are produced at the plant for 
BMW and MINI cars sold in more than one hundred countries across the world.
 
BMW Plant Hams Hall will be supporting 
Make a Difference Day, 24-25 September, 2012.

BMW Hams Hall Motoren GmbH
Canton Lane
Hams Hall, Coleshill
North Warwickshire
B46 1GB

BMW
Plant Hams Hall
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