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There isn’t a 
manual for 
improving a 
life...

...foster a teenager, 
change your life and 
theirs!
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/fostering
Tel: 08004081556

One Stop Shop & Contact Centre  
The Council Offices, South Street, Atherstone CV9 1DE
Open Monday – Friday 8.30am – 5.15pm    
Telephone 01827 715341 
After 5.15pm and at weekends, you can leave a message with 
your details and we will ring you back on the next working day.

24 hour emergency number for weekends 
and Bank Holidays: 01827 718086.
www.northwarks.gov.uk

Produced on paper from sustainable sources. Remember to recycle your north talk !

… is your free magazine from North Warwickshire 
Borough Council and the North Warwickshire 
Community Partnership.  It is distributed three times 
a year (November/December, March/April and July/
August) to 27,000 households in North Warwickshire 
and to leisure centres, libraries and other community 
venues.  It also appears in full on the website at: 
www.northwarks.gov.uk/northtalk  

A large print version is available and an audio version 
is produced by the North Warwickshire Talking 
Newspaper and distributed to all their customers. 
If you would like to advertise  or want to comment
on any articles in this issue, contact:
Karen Barrow, north talk editor, 
email: karenbarrow@northwarks.gov.uk 
or ring: 01827 719309.

Follow us on Facebook 
and Twitter
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On Monday 28th January, the Government announced plans for the next phase of the building of high speed 
rail.  The plans show two parts to Phase 2 of HS2 - one goes from Lichfield to Manchester and the other from 
Lea Marston up to Leeds.  The Manchester route joins outside of the Borough on to the proposed line.  The 
Leeds route is detailed below as this will have a major impact on the Borough.  The Plans are available on 
www.hs2.org.uk and there is also a link and maps available at www.northwarks.gov.uk 

  Phase 2 of High Speed Rail Link will have major 
  impact on North Warwickshire
      l Proposed Y route to go through Kingsbury Water Park and Pooley Country Park.
      l Residents living close to M42 will see properties blighted by the development.
      l No certainty as to what compensation residents affected may receive.
      l North Warwickshire’s economy under threat if businesses are lost and new 
          opportunities put off by the disruption.

The Plans for Phase 2 will be on display from 4 - 8pm on Tuesday 19th March at Kingsbury 
Methodist Church, Kingsbury and Thursday 21st March at the Tithe Barn, Hall Court, Polesworth.

For further information and links to other websites including Action Groups go to: 
www.northwarks.gov.uk/hs2 or contact the Forward Planning Team on 01827 719250.

The route through North Warwickshire
The eastern leg of Phase 2 goes to Leeds, passing 
through the Borough before heading to the East 
Midlands.  The line will connect with the London 
to Birmingham Phase 1 line east of Birmingham, 
near Junction 9 of the M42.  It will then follow the 
southern edge of the M42 corridor travelling through 
Kingsbury Water Park.  To the north-east of Kingsbury, 
the line passes over the M42 and heads up to 
Whateley and then on to Junction 10 of the M42.  
It is proposed that the line will then go under both 
the A5 and M42 before returning to the southern 
edge of the M42.  The line then heads through 
Pooley Country Park, over the Austrey Meadows and 
then between the M42 and Austrey before leaving 
the Borough heading towards the East Midlands.

Major impact on Borough
As with Phase 1, there are many questions 
unanswered from the published plans.  These relate 
to the impact on homes and businesses along the 
route; the wildlife, particularly at Kingsbury Water 
Park, the loss of Pooley Country Park and the impact 
of moving the M42 “temporarily” at Birchmoor.  If 
homes and businesses are lost, this could impact on 
Council Tax payers due to funding arrangements.  It 
is also costing the Borough Council thousands of 
pounds to deal with the scheme.  The Council intends 
to work with Action Groups, the County Council and 
other organisations to firstly oppose but also to seek 
the best mitigation possible, if the line does go ahead.

Exceptional Hardship Scheme
Alongside the Phase Two announcement, the 
Government has launched a consultation on the 
Exceptional Hardship Scheme for Phase 2 routes 
to Leeds and Manchester.  The Scheme aims to 
assist eligible residential and small business 
owner-occupiers whose property value may be 
affected by the proposed route of Phase Two. 
Further details on the EHS consultations are
available on: www.hs2.org.uk and the closing date 
for responses is 29th April 2013.

Action Groups and Community Forums  
There are two Action Groups for Polesworth and 
Kingsbury.  If you are interested in joining either, 
contact the Forward Planning Team on 01827 
719250.  There are also two HS2 Ltd led Community 
Forums for Curdworth & Middleton and for Coleshill.  
The Borough Council attends both of these, as well 
as attending the Birmingham Interchange HS2 
Community Forum.  This relates to the new station 
just outside the Borough boundary close to the 
NEC.  It is expected that HS2 will set up a 
Community Forum for Phase 2 some time next year.

    Look out for:

     l The results of the Legal Challenge relating to 
          Phase 1 of HS2.
     l Consultation on the Environmental Impact 
          Assessment in Spring 2013 relating to Phase 1.



Meal deals at the 
Kingsbury Café and 
Lunch Club 
There must be very few places in North Warwickshire 
where you can enjoy a home cooked three course 
meal with coffee and mints for just £6.50.  But that’s 
what’s on the menu for Kingsbury residents who 
attend the Lunch Club at the Methodist Church’s 
Welcome Hall.  Not only will diners enjoy a hearty 
meal but there’s also a packed programme of visiting 
speakers, raffles, entertainment and trips out.

Sadly, the number of people attending has dwindled 
and organisers, Pam Page and Diane Trout are keen 
to boost their numbers.  As Diane explains: “The 
Borough Council provided some funding for us to set 
up three years ago but all our profits are ploughed 
back into the Lunch Club.  The Council also supported 
us in setting up a walking group, our exercise class 
is run by Age UK and we’ll always guarantee a warm 
welcome to all new members! “

Both Pam and Diane and their enthusiastic army 
of volunteers also run the successful Kingsbury 
Community Café, which meets every Wednesday 
from 11am-2pm, also at the Welcome Hall.  Whilst 
there’s often coffee and cupcakes at the Café, it seems 
that one of the most popular meals is the All Day 
Breakfast, relished by the early morning swimmers at 
the nearby pool!  

Pam is particularly keen to emphasise the great 
community spirit which has developed in Kingsbury: 

“The Community Café has been a great success, 
where friendships have flourished and people 
support one another. 

A big thank you to the Borough Council’s Community 
Development Team for their support as, thanks to 
their hard work, we also have a well attended Tumble 
Time session every week, where grandparents often 
support the young mums. “

 The Lunch Club meets every third Tuesday 
of the month.  Contact Pam Page Tel: 01675 466943; 

Diane Trout Tel: 01827 874502 or Lesley Wilson 
Tel: 01827 874088.

Special spring offer at 
the Studio Gym! 
Give your workout a spring clean with our special offer at 
Atherstone Leisure Complex.  Sign up to the Studio Gym 
for three months (March-May) for the bargain price of just 
£45.  The standard  Direct Debit would be £75 for three 
months. 

The Studio Gym now has a new home in the Memorial 
Hall complete with a new free weights area, ideal for 
working out those abs and stretching out those muscles.  
It’s ideal if you want a quick, top to toe aerobic workout, 
which fits neatly into half an hour. 

Call in and join up as this offer won’t last long!  
Terms and conditions apply.  For more information, 
Tel: 01827 722198 or go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/studio

PA
GE 4

Chrissie Wood and Ravina Rendchen from Atherstone 

enjoy their workout

Volunteers at the Kingsbury Community Cafe
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Are you caring for 
someone with dementia?
… and need to know more? 

Log on to:
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/livingwithdementia

SWAP FAGS FOR SWAG
No Smoking Day Wednesday 13th March
Everyone knows about the health risks of smoking but have you thought about 
how much money you spend on smoking each day, each week and each year?  
Do you realise that smoking is costing you and your family a small fortune?  
Do you realise what you can buy with the money you save if you give up?  
This year No Smoking Day aims to encourage smokers to think what they 
could do with the money they save…

 l One pack of fags costs the same as a swanky new lipstick.
 l Bin fags for a week and take the kids to the cinema – 
      the whole family benefits.
 l Three months off the fags could buy you a new TV.
 l Give up fags for a year and take the holiday of a lifetime.

Why not give quitting a go this year and reward yourself with a
treat from the savings?

For help to give up smoking call 0800 085 2917, 
Text LIFE to 80800 or go to www.smokefreewarwickshire.org

Call 111
NHS 111 is a new national telephone service which 
goes live in North Warwickshire in spring this year.  
If you need medical help fast but it’s not a 
life-threatening situation, then dial 111.  
999 should still be used in an emergency.

When you call 111, a trained adviser will ask you 
questions to find out what’s wrong, give you medical 
advice and direct you to someone who can help 
you, like an out-of-hours doctor or a community 
nurse.  If the adviser thinks your condition is more 
serious, they will direct you to hospital or send an 
ambulance.  They can also arrange for interpreters 
for people whose first language is not English. 

For more information on NHS 111, 
visit: www.nhs.uk/111

Call 111 free from landlines and mobile phones 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year if you… 

    l think you need to go to hospital
    l don’t know who to call for medical help
    l don’t have a GP to call
    l need medical advice or reassurance about
          what to do next

For health needs that are not urgent, you 
should call your GP.  NHS 111 replaces the NHS 
Direct service and will 
also be the number to 
call to get access to 
the local GP out 
of hours service. 

111



Our new Queen 
Elizabeth II Playing 
Fields 
To mark last year’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations, 
four of the Borough Council’s playing fields are now 
‘Queen Elizabeth II Fields’.  The dedications are part 
of a national campaign run by Fields In Trust, a UK 
charity which campaigns for the protection and 
improvement of outdoor spaces for sport, play and 
recreation.  Prince William, the Duke of Cambridge 
led the campaign to commemorate both the 
Diamond Jubilee and the London 2012 Olympics. 

The dedication means the site is protected and 
commits the Council to holding the property “on 
charitable trust in perpetuity to permit the same to 
be used for charitable purposes for the public benefit 
as a public playing field and recreation ground”. 
The new status of these four sites recognises the 
importance of outdoor spaces in creating happy 
and healthy communities through physical activity, 
informal recreation and volunteering. 

Each site will receive a commemorative plaque and 
an oak tree sapling from one of the Royal Estates. 

Look out for the fun day events this summer to 
celebrate the newly dedicated sites!

Improvements planned 
for recreation areas      
Abbey Green Park in Polesworth and Long Street 
Recreation Ground in Dordon are set to benefit 
from funding made available by IM Properties.  
This was agreed through a planning agreement 
following the development of the industrial estate 
at nearby Birch Coppice Business Park.  

The projects will include new trees and shrubs, 
upgrading the footpaths and installing new 
fencing, gates, site furniture and lighting.  Children 
and young people in Dordon will be delighted to 
hear that they will have new play facilities at Long 
Street.  Polesworth’s keen crown green bowlers 
will also have long-awaited improvements to their 
bowling green at Abbey Green Park.

Thanks to this funding, plans are also in the 
pipeline for works to improve recreation grounds in 
Baddesley Ensor, Piccadilly and Kitwood Avenue in 
Dordon.  

For more information, contact Alethea Wilson, 
Landscape Manager on 01827 719212 or go to 
www.northwarks.gov.uk/ 

The four sites are:
Abbey Green Park, Polesworth
Sycamore Road Recreation Ground, Kingsbury
Mancetter Recreation Ground
Arley Recreation Ground, Rectory Road, Old Arley
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Back to nature at 
Coleshill and 
Polesworth  

PA
GE 7

Saturday 27th April at Dafferns Wood, New Arley
Spot what’s hiding in the woods!

Find out what’s on the Dafferns Wood camera.
Activities for everyone plus an evening bat walk and moth trapping. 

New nature areas will be developed at Abbey Green 
Park in Polesworth and Cole End Park in Coleshill this 
year.  Wildlife habitats, new pathways and features will 
be created so people can enjoy, appreciate and learn 
about the nature on their doorstep. 

The nature areas are part of the Wild:LIFE Project 
funded by Access to Nature, a scheme run by 
Natural England and funded by the Big Lottery Fund.  
The Project is delivered in partnership by North 
Warwickshire Borough Council, Groundwork and 
Warwickshire Wildlife Trust. 

Wild play, bug hunting, bat nights and youth activities 
have been taking place at the parks since last 
summer.  The next few months will see the nature 
areas develop and you’ll have the chance to get 
involved.  If you’re a regular visitor or live near the 
parks, the team would love to hear from you if you’re 
interested in helping to develop the sites for the local 
community. 

The area at Abbey Green Park will focus around the 
river and will involve clearing the blocked channels, 
making new pathways and planting native plants and 
flowers.  There will also be information on the river 
and its wildlife. 

At Cole End Park, there will be improvements to the 
area which links the children’s play area at Old Mill 
Road to the park.  Plans are to develop new paths, 
thin out the undergrowth and replace non-native 
plants with native plants and flowers.  There will also 
be a tree trail and an art feature. 

Contact Zoe Davies, Community Development 
Officer (Environment) on 01827 719258 or go 
to www.northwarks.gov.uk/northwarkswildlife 
or the Facebook page www.facebook.com/
northwarkswildlife.



10 top money saving tips 
1.   Take a long hard look at your outgoings - try 

        and cut down and avoid buying on impulse.

2.   Shop around for better deals on your phone, 

       mortgage, car, holiday and home insurance and 

       credit cards.  Be aware of the interest charged on

       some credit cards – anything from 8.9%-29.9%!

3.   Look out for any sales, coupons in magazines 

       and newspapers and use loyalty cards.

4.   Put any money you save into an interest bearing 

       account and try and save a set amount each month.

5.   Plan meals in advance, make a shopping list and 

       stick to it and look out for special offers or 

       BOGOFs  (Buy One Get One Free.)

6.   Look at the reduced section in the supermarket; 

       cook from fresh at home rather than buying ready 

       meals or takeaways - or even try growing your own 

       fruit and veg!

7.    Visit your local charity or second-hand shops, car 

        boot sales or buy through the small ads.

8.     Buy in advance e.g. bus passes and rail travel.

9.     Pay cash and ask for a discount – try haggling!

10.   Use the Freecycle network at www.freecycle.org
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Wraparound 
Roadshows spread 
the word about 
benefit changes 
The Wraparound drop-in sessions were designed
to explain the massive changes to the welfare 
benefits system due to be introduced from 
April this year.  For example, people living in 
Council or Housing Association properties will 
have their Housing Benefit reduced if there is 
an ‘under occupation of bedrooms’ in their 
property.  People will have their benefits 
capped at £26,000 per year and a new Council 
Tax Support Scheme will replace Council Tax 
benefit.

For a summary of the main changes, go to 
www.northwarks.gov.uk/benefits and click on the 
link ‘Summary of Welfare Reform changes – how 
they will affect you’ and then ‘Summary of Welfare 
Reform Changes.’

If you think you’ll be receiving less money, you’ll need 
to budget for items such as rent, Council Tax and 
other bills to make sure you don’t run into debt.  If you 
need free, impartial advice on how to manage your 
money, go to www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk 

Wraparound sessions are still planned for 20th 
and 27th March at Coleshill Town Hall and BOB 
Hub, 3.30pm-6pm and 21st and 28th March at the 
Mancetter BOB Hub at the Bracebridge Rooms, 
St Peter’s Church 10am-12 noon.

Photo courtesy of the Nuneaton News - Wraparound event at Arley with left to right Lori Harvey, Jo Rooke and Sally Roberts from the Borough Council.

There’s also lots more information on the 
Wraparound project at 

www.northwarks.gov.uk 
where there are also a couple of short films 

explaining the changes.

Supplied by the Citizens Advice Bureaux



New B.O.B. Hubs open 
at Coleshill and 
Polesworth Libraries 
Can you imagine calling in to Coleshill or 
Polesworth Library and discovering that you can 
talk to a CAB adviser through the wonders of 
modern technology?  

This is exactly what you can do now that the latest 
B.O.B. Hubs have opened there.   As with the Hubs 
at Arley and Hartshill, you can use the video-link to 
speak to staff at the Council’s Contact Centre as 
well as at other organisations.  It’s simple to use – 
a little like Skype – and there are always people 
around to lend a hand. 

There are now a total of 11 B.O.B. Hubs around the 
Borough with access to free computers, a free telephone 
to link with key services such as the Borough and County 
Councils, the Credit Union and Jobcentre Plus and a 
colour printer for photocopying or scanning documents.

For more details, go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/hubs

YOUR
JOIN
LIBRARY

FREE WI-FI 
FREE BOOK 
LOANS & 
mORE

Warwickshire Library & 
Information service

@warkslibraries

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries
or visit your local library

Polesworth Councillors Yvette Stanley and Dave Butcher try video-conferencing.
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Helping residents of North Warwickshire to find work
Coventry & Warwickshire CDA are offering FREE workshops

Contact for Atherstone Work Club:  
       Kay Aldersley, WorkCare, 
       kay.aldersley@btinternet.com
       Tel: 02476 362995

Contact for Coleshill Town Hall  Work club:  
       Tony Nurser      
      communityhub@coleshilltowncouncil.gov.uk

Other contacts:    
        Olwyn Reid, Nuneaton Women’s Resource Centre
        olwyn.reid@btconnect.com 
        Tel: 02476 348522

KEEP CALM AND GET THAT JOB

Work Clubs in North Warwickshire 
Drop in to your local Work Club and pick up tips on compiling a CV, searching for jobs online and practising 
your interview techniques.

Location                 Day         Time

Baddesley Ensor BOB Hub                Tuesdays       12 noon – 2.30pm 
Baddesley Ensor Village Hall   
Arley BOB Hub
Arley & St Michael’s Community Centre        Tuesdays       10am – 12 noon + Community Cafe 
Hartshill BOB Hub
Hartshill Community Centre               Wednesdays       1pm – 3pm 

Atherstone
North Warwickshire Volunteer Centre           Monday afternoons       1.30pm – 3pm 
                  & Tuesday mornings      10am – 12 noon

Polesworth Library                Thursdays       2pm – 4pm

Coleshill Town Hall               Fridays        10am – 12pm

Getting the job
l The best ways to search for work
l Making the most of applications and CVs
l Making a great first impression and interview skills
l What employers really want and expect  

IT for employment 
l Getting to grips with the basics 
l Using the internet for job searches
l Setting up and using email 
l Completing online applications

Working in a warehouse (held at Ocado)
l The warehouse environment and working practices 
l Goods in and out 
l Health and safety awareness in the work place 
l Introduction to manual handling

To find out more and book a place please call 
Isobel Fitzgerald on 07811 966345
or email i.fitzgerald@cwcda.co.uk

Coventry & Warwickshire CDA  
Tel: 024 7663 3911 Email: info@cwcda.co.uk
www.cwcda.co.uk
The Scala, 115a Far Gosford Street, Coventry CV1 5EA

 

 



call 024 7624 3000
visit www.nwhc.ac.uk
email the.college@nwhc.ac.uk

To find out more and see the full range of courses available:

Study a degree level 
course local to you!

•	 Lower	fees	than	universities

•	 Courses	starting	all	year	round	which	can	

be	tailored	to	your	needs

•	 Modularised	learning	–	choose	the	

specific	modules	that	you	want	to	study

•	 Professional	qualifications	to	support	

career development

•	 Great	progression	opportunities

•	 On-site	childcare

We can help you reduce the cost of studying a 

Higher Education course by offering:

Broaden	your	horizons	through	an	exciting	range	of	full-time	and	part-time	
Higher	Education	courses,	available	right	on	your	doorstep.

To find

out more about 

financial support 

available, call

024 7624 3000

These changes will help offset the impact of reducing 
Council Tax Benefit and support the Borough 
Council’s policy of ensuring empty properties can 
become homes again. 

For more information, contact James Bradley, 
Empty Homes Project Officer by completing 
the online form at www.northwarks.gov.uk/
emptyhomes; call 01827 715341 or email  
jamesbradley@northwarks.gov.uk

Clean and green in 2013!
Cut down on those paper bills dropping through your letter box by signing up for e-billing for your Council Tax.  If you take part before 1st May, you’ll be in with the chance of winning a £50 gift voucher.  Just go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/accountsonline to register.  Simple!

On the subject of cutting down on paper... the Borough Council has decided not to post out detailed booklets about the Council Tax breakdown. However, if you’re interested, all the information you need is on the website at www.northwarks.gov.uk/ctbreakdown

Council Tax changes 
The Local Government Finance Act 2012 means 
Councils have new powers to raise additional income 
by reducing Council Tax exemptions on certain 
empty properties.  

So, from 1st April 2013:

l The current class C exemption for unoccupied and
    unfurnished properties will reduce from six 
    months to fourteen days.
l The current class A exemption for unoccupied 
    and unfurnished properties that require or are 
    undergoing major repairs or structural alterations 
    will now be charged 75% Council Tax for the first 
    twelve months and 100% afterwards.
l Properties empty for longer than two years and 
    not currently exempt will be charged an extra 50%. 
l Second home charges will rise from 90% to 100%. 
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When you join or set up a local Neighbourhood 
Watch scheme in your street you’ll be able to 
obtain a ‘Smart Water’ kit.  This will mark and 
protect your valuable items permanently with a 
unique code, registered with the company.  

Smart Water is a special type of fluid that leaves 
microdots, which only show up under ultraviolet 
light.  It’s an effective deterrent to any potential 
thief or burglar as the items are always traceable 
and lose their value so they are harder to sell.  It is 
also more likely that the offender will be caught 
because the dots rub off during the burglary.  

Some house insurers give lower premiums to 
Watch areas and statistics show that crime rates are 
lower where a scheme is up and running.

For more information, contact the North 
Warwickshire Neighbourhood Watch Association 
at nwnhw.co.uk; a local coordinator if you know 
one; through your Safer Neighbourhood Team or 
phone Phil Bent on 01827 873944.

Join your local 
Neighbourhood Watch 
Scheme!

More crime prevention tips... 
 6  Don’t leave valuables in your car – 
            especially where they can be seen.

 6 Don’t leave car keys and handbags 
             within easy reach in your house. 

 4 Keep your house and car safe and 
             secure!

Residents in Coleshill will feel even safer, knowing that a new mobile CCTV camera 
will be patrolling the town.  The camera, known as a ‘Nomad’ will be deployed 
around the Borough to track crime and anti-social behaviour.  The improved 
system means that the local Police can monitor images via laptops at their office 
bases in Atherstone and Coleshill. 

Councillor Peter Morson, Chair of the Borough Council’s Safer Communities 
Subcommittee said:

“The Nomad CCTV cameras will help the Police follow up incidents of crime and 
disorder in a more efficient way.  Images can be downloaded more quickly and 
this means searches for investigations can be carried out much faster.  The cameras 
also provide more reassurance to the public and along with other community 
safety initiatives, they will help North Warwickshire to continue to be a safe place.”

Drinking in public places will also be tackled after the Borough Council’s Safer 
Communities Subcommittee agreed to pilot a Designated Public Places Order 
(DPPO) for Coleshill.  This is not a complete ban on drinking in public places but 
makes it an offence to continue, if asked to stop by a Police Officer or Police 
Community Support Officer (PCSO).

Failure to do so could result in an arrest and fine of up to £500 
or a penalty notice for disorder of £50.  The area proposed for 
Coleshill covers the central area of the town, taking in the 
High Street, Coventry Road and surrounding streets. 

Public consultation with local residents and businesses 
revealed overwhelming support for the move, which 
will come into force in April.

Cracking down on crime in Coleshill
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Work to Council offices
In December 2011, north talk reported on the 
work scheduled for the Council offices to upgrade 
the outdated and failing mechanical and electrical 
systems and make the building more energy 
efficient.  The designs for the building are now well 
advanced and give an idea of how the offices will 
look when the work is completed.  

Basically, the building will have more open-plan 
offices to create more space both for Council 
staff and staff from other organisations, such as 
the County Council.  The heating and electrical 
installations will be replaced with modern fittings 
and a new system installed to keep the building 
running efficiently.  All this will help reduce 
energy bills and reinforce the Borough Council’s 
commitment to reducing its carbon footprint. 

Council staff are also working with the contractor 
and architect to reduce any disruption to 
customers during the alterations.  The works are 
planned to start later this year and should be 
complete in early 2014.

New refuse & recycling service coming in October 
The current red box recycling contract is due to expire, so the Borough Council will be asking for bids from 
companies and organisations to run the service.  The new contract is due to be awarded in May, when you’ll 
have more information on what will replace the red box and bags. The good news is that you’ll also be able to 
place food waste in your green bin to be composted. 

Along with changes to the recycling service, there will be an ‘alternate week collection’.  This means that your 
black bin will be emptied one week and your green bin and recycling on the following week.

The new service aims to:
l Involve you more in recycling and composting.

l Be simpler and easier for you to use. 

l Improve your satisfaction with the service. 

l Minimise the total amount of waste produced 
     across North Warwickshire.

l Increase the amount of waste recycled and 
     composted, which will reduce the amount 
     of waste sent to landfill.

l Reduce the amount of litter from refuse and
     recycling collections.

Look out for the summer issue of north talk which will contain more details about the changes and go 
to www.northwarks.gov.uk/recycling 



Area Forums – have your say 
at your local meeting 
The four Area Forums in North Warwickshire give 
you a chance to talk to Borough, County and 
Parish Councillors, local police officers and 
others about issues which matter to you.   

For more information, go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/areaforums

Each Area Forum has funding to support local community groups 
and projects – the closing date for the next round is 1st April 2013.  
For more information, contact Jaki Douglas on 01827 719492;  
email jakidouglas@northwarks.gov.uk

Future Area Forum meeting dates will appear in the July issue of 
north talk. 

Area Forum North
Thursday 6th June 

Birchwood Primary School, Dordon
Area Forum East
Tuesday 11th June

Michael Drayton School, Hartshill
Area Forum West
Thursday 13th June 

Kingsbury Methodist Church Hall
Area Forum South

Thursday 4th July
Fillongley Village Hall

Local Plan update…
The Local Plan for North Warwickshire is made up 
of a number of documents.  The first of these is the 
Core Strategy, which has reached another crucial 
milestone.  By the time, you’re reading this issue of 
north talk, the Borough Council will have submitted 
the Core Strategy to Government.  This means that 
an Inspector will consider the issues raised during 
consultation and decide if the Core Strategy is 
“sound” or basically up to the required standard.  
The Inspector will examine the document and 
report back to the Borough Council on any changes 
needed.

Accompanying the Core Strategy is the Site 
Allocations Plan, which shows the preferred 
locations for development, particularly housing and 
employment.  A 12 week consultation is currently 
taking place, so you can have a look and see if you 
agree with the Plan. 

A Development Management Plan and a Gypsy and 
Travellers’ Plan will be out for consultation later in the 
year.

Neighbourhood Plans will also be part of the Local 
Plan, where they are aligned to the Core Strategy.  
Parish Councils together with their local communities 
will prepare these Plans, which could cover various 
local issues which are planning related.  The first plan 
covering Coleshill Parish is ready for consultation 
over the next 12 weeks, after which, the Borough 
Council will look at the detail. 
 
For more information, go to:
www.northwarks.gov.uk/planning; contact the 
Forward Planning Team on: 01827 719499/451 or 
email planningpolicy@northwarks.gov.uk.

Put your X in the box…
at the County Council elections on 
Thursday 2nd May. 

Make sure you’re eligible to vote for your County 
Councillor by checking you’re on the Register of 
Electors. This is maintained by the Borough Council 
which also organises the elections for North 
Warwickshire.  Contact the Democratic Services 
Team on 01827 719221 or email 
democraticservices@northwarks.gov.uk
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Warwickshire’s

Open every day (except Christmas Day)

Organised events & activities throughout the year

• Surfaced paths for walking/cycling
• Adventure play areas
• Woodlands and picnic areas
• Day Fishing (Kingsbury Water Park)
• Orienteering & Geocaching
• Waymarked walking routes
• Ranger led birthday parties & survival days
• Volunteering opportunities

Enjoy a family day out in the Countryside, and improve your overall fitness and 
well-being. 

Get outdoors -
  get active! at

Visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/parks 

and download a free guide or events booklet.

Car parking charges apply - see website or 

call 01827 872660 for further information.

  Friend or like ‘Warwickshire Country 

  Parks’ on Facebook 

  follow us on Twitter @Ranger Ted 

Astley Lane, Bedworth CV12 0NE

Open 10.00am - 5.00 pm every day.
 T: 02476 490235  W: www.astleybookfarm.com  

The Largest Secondhand Bookshop 
in the Midlands

SALES 2013
Spring Bank Holiday - 25th, 26th & 27th May

August Bank Holiday - 24th, 25th & 26th August

1000s of books at 50p and 15% off all main shop stock



Registered charity number 205846. 

Baddesley Clinton - a place 
to come back to  
Come and enjoy Spring at Baddesley 
Clinton.     
 
In the house discover the Victorian Artist 
with newly open rooms and displays of 
Victorian watercolours.     
 
See thousands of daffodils around 
the garden, and enjoy our home cooked 
food in the newly refurbished restaurant.    

Call 01564 783294  
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/baddesleyclinton  
Follow us on Twitter @NTBaddesley or find 
us on Facebook at NTBaddesleyClinton  

 

“Remember When”
Knitting supplies, Antiques & Collectables,  

Dolls & Teddies, Vintage Clothing, Furniture  
& Much More!

Open Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm
80 High Street, Coleshill B46 3AH
Telephone: 01675 466418
Mobile: 07584 656701
Email: info@rememberwhenshop.co.uk

www.rememberwhenshop.co.uk

“Come and join our 
Knit & Natter Group!  

every Monday 10.30am - 12.30pm”

l Huge range of knitting yarns  l Haberdashery
l Modern and vintage knitting patterns

l Knitting accessories  

Farm fresh produce and 19Gales bread, 
cakes and sweet & savoury pies. Outdoor 
reared meat available from our butchery.

Open Friday and Saturday 9am-5pm 
Sunday 10am-4pm 

Hurley Lane, Bentley, Near Atherstone CV9 2JR

Tel: 01827 716551
 info.19gales@gmail.com

www.19gales.co.uk


