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Astley Lane, Bedworth CV12 0NE

Open 10.00am - 5.00 pm every day.
 T: 02476 490235  W: www.astleybookfarm.com  

The Largest Secondhand Bookshop 
in the Midlands

SALE 2013
August Bank Holiday - 24th, 25th & 26th August

1000s of books at 50p and 15% off all main shop stock

“Remember When”
Knitting supplies, Antiques & Collectables, Dolls & 
Teddies, Vintage Clothing, Furniture & Much More!

Open Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm
80 High Street, Coleshill B46 3AH
Telephone: 01675 466418
Mobile: 07584 656701
Email: info@rememberwhenshop.co.uk

www.rememberwhenshop.co.uk

Open Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Email: info@rememberwhenshop.co.uk

Knit & Natter Group  
every Monday  

10.30am - 12.30pm

l Huge range of knitting yarns  l Haberdashery
l Modern & vintage knitting patterns l Knitting accessories  

Beginner’s Crochet Class 
every Tuesday  
1.30 - 3.30pm 

Thursday Evening Knit/Crochet Group 
once a fortnight  

6pm - 8pm

“Come and join our”

The Council Offices, South Street, Atherstone CV9 1DE 

Open Monday – Friday  
8.30am – 5.15pm  
Tel: 01827 715341
After 5.15pm and at weekends, you can leave a message with  
your details and we’ll ring you back on the next working day.

24 hours emergency number for  
weekends and Bank Holidays:  

01827 718086
www.northwarks.gov.uk

…is your free magazine from North Warwickshire 
Borough Council and the North Warwickshire 
Community Partnership.  It’s produced three times a 
year in July/August; November/December and March/
April and distributed to around 27,000 homes in North 
Warwickshire and to leisure centres, libraries, community 
hubs and other venues. It’s also on the website at 
www.northwarks.gov.uk/northtalk  

A large print version can be made available and an  
audio version is produced by North Warwickshire  
Talking Newspaper.

To enquire about advertising in a future north talk  
or to comment on any articles, contact  
Karen Barrow, north talk editor   
Tel: 01827 719309  
email: karenbarrow@northwarks.gov.uk

  Produced on paper from recyclable sources. Remember to recycle your north talk!

Follow us on  
Facebook and Twitter

One Stop Shop and Contact Centre
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A carved wooden archway and a theatre 
performance marked the official opening 
of the nature area at Cole End Park in 
June.  20 aspiring artists from Coleshill 
School were involved in the celebration, 
with one group working with London 
based theatre group ‘Tangled Feet’.  
Together, they developed a live and 
lively performance depicting the history 
and future of this picturesque corner of 
Coleshill.  Other students worked with 
chainsaw artist Peter Leadbeater to create 
the archway, depicting some of the 
wildlife and trees in the park. 

The students are working towards an 
Arts Award - a nationally recognised 
qualification, which encourages young 
people to enjoy and develop their interests 
in the arts.  The Borough Council’s 
Partnership and Development Team 
has been working with the school since 
January to support the students in gaining 
either a silver or bronze award.  It also 
forms part of the Wild:LIFE Project, which 
aims to encourage people to appreciate 
the nature in their neighbourhoods.

Another 12 students at Coleshill 
School will receive the ASDAN 
Environment Award through 
the project, thanks to partners 
Groundwork.  They have been 
working with the young people 
on activities such as bird box 
building, learning about 
ecosystems and researching  
local wildlife.  

As well as the arty archway, 
Cole End Park has also 
benefitted from improvements to 
the paths and walkways, whilst native  
wildflowers have been planted and a tree trail installed.

It is one of four nature areas under development in North Warwickshire 
as part of the Wild:LIFE project.  The other three are at Abbey Green Park, 
Polesworth; Dafferns Wood, New Arley and Kingsbury Linear Park.  In April, 
the project celebrated the official declaration of the first two nature reserves 
at Kingsbury and New Arley.  The Wild:LIFE project is funded by Access to 
Nature, a scheme run by Natural England and funded by the Big Lottery Fund.
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chainsaw artist Peter Leadbeater to create 

people to enjoy and develop their interests 

January to support the students in gaining 

forms part of the Wild:LIFE Project, which 

the paths and walkways, whilst native 
wildflowers have been planted and a tree trail installed.

Coleshill students go back 
to nature at Cole End Park

The Mayor, Councillor Dominic Ferro 

with the Mayoress and their children  

at the official opening.
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North Warks Walks! 2013 and Beyond
A swarm of young environmentalists, buzzing with 
excitement, descended on Coombe Country Park in June 
for the three day annual education event.  

Children from 45 schools across Coventry and Warwickshire 
enjoyed a series of interactive workshops designed to teach 
them all about protecting the planet for future generations.  
As well as hunting for mini-beasts in the meadow and 
learning about Fairtrade, the youngsters got their hands 
dirty dealing with composting, discovered how to make 
homes more energy efficient and watched a theatre 
performance about healthy eating. 

Thanks to funding from the Borough Council and IM Properties, which owns  
Birch Coppice Business Park, work is underway to carry out much needed  
improvements to two recreation areas – at Long Street in Dordon and  
Abbey Green Park in Polesworth.

Contractors, Jack Moody Ltd, were on site in Dordon in early June to install new  
fencing and gates, plant trees and shrubs and improve the parking area at  
Derek Avenue.  The work should be completed by August, when they will move  
onto Polesworth.  They will return to complete the planting in the autumn.

The project at Abbey Green Park includes improvements to footpaths, new fencing around the bowling green and 
tree and shrub planting.  Work on the nature area will include restoring the water courses by the River Anker.  

NEWSFLASH! £109,806 just awarded from the North Warwickshire LEADER Programme 
to install a multi-use games area at Dordon and new skate facilities at Polesworth.  The North 
Warwickshire LEADER project is supported through the Rural Development Programme for England, 
which is jointly funded by Defra and the European Union and is delivered by Defra.

£109,806 just awarded from the North Warwickshire LEADER Programme 

Queen Elizabeth II Fields Declaration
The Mayor of North Warwickshire was on hand at Mancetter Village Community Association’s annual ‘Funday’.  
The event marked the official dedication of Brook Walk Recreation Ground as a Queen Elizabeth II Playing Field to 
commemorate last year’s Diamond Jubilee.  The Mayor unveiled a plaque which means that the recreation ground is 
‘protected as an open space in perpetuity for the benefit of the local community.’ 

Atherstone Thursdays 1.15pm at  
 Atherstone Leisure Complex

Austrey Fridays 10am at the Baptist Church

Hartshill  Thursdays 1.30pm at  
 Hartshill Community Centre

Kingsbury Wednesdays 11am at  
 Kingsbury Methodist Church

Mancetter  Tuesdays 10am at St Peters Church

Middleton Wednesdays 1.30pm at the  
 RSPB car park, Middleton Hall

Old Arley Thursdays 1pm at The Methodist Church

Ridge Lane &  Mondays 1pm at The Green, Ridge Lane 
Birchley Heath 

Shustoke Fridays 11am at the Shustoke Shop

Just turn up and walk!  For more information,  
contact Steph Wagstaff on 01827 719271;  

email:stephaniewagstaff@northwarks.gov.uk

for the three day annual education event.  

Children from 45 schools across Coventry and Warwickshire 
enjoyed a series of interactive workshops designed to teach 
them all about protecting the planet for future generations.  
As well as hunting for mini-beasts in the meadow and 
learning about Fairtrade, the youngsters got their hands 
dirty dealing with composting, discovered how to make 
homes more energy efficient and watched a theatre 
performance about healthy eating. 

Fridays 10am at the Baptist Church

Tuesdays 10am at St Peters Church

Thursdays 1pm at The Methodist Church

Borough Councillors with  
Kevin Ashfield of IM Properties.

IM Properties supports park  
and play area improvements 



6 Tel: 01827 715341                        www.northwarks.gov.uk        

Margaret Bostock of Polesworth is 
convinced it was a stroke of fate 
(and gentle persuasion by her friend 
Cynthia) that prompted her to visit the 
One Stop Health Shop in Atherstone’s 
Memorial Hall.  It probably also 
saved her life.  As part of the general 
health ‘MOT’, Margaret had her 
blood pressure checked and it was 
dangerously high.  Even the local 
chemist thought their equipment 
was faulty until her GP confirmed the 
readings.  

“ My doctor told me that I was just 
two weeks away from having a heart 
attack or a stroke,“ says Margaret, 
“but I’m now on medication, have 
reduced salt in my diet and am 
walking more.  The One Stop Shop is 
a big help, showing you how to eat 
healthily and I even tried Tai Chi which 
was incredibly relaxing.“

Another member, Sandra Noon, who 
lives near Nuneaton, has found that 
she’s finally losing weight, thanks to 

the One Stop Health Shop.  She has 
also struggled with IBS for some 
years, brought on by the stress of 
college exams.  Since attending the 
drop-in, Sandra has lost almost a 
stone, through following the  
healthy recipes provided:

“I was eating healthily,” she says, 
“but I’ve now cut down my portion 
sizes, reduced my fat intake and 
increased my exercise.“   

Both Margaret and Sandra agree 
that the Monday morning drop-ins 
are informal and friendly and they 
will continue to attend:

“The instructors are great and 
full of enthusiasm and there’s 
always someone to talk to,” says 
Margaret whilst Sandra adds:

“I’m trying new foods and 
making new friends so  
coming here is the best thing 
I’ve ever done.”

Get your 5 a day 7 days a week! 
Collect a healthy bag of seasonal fruit and veg every week –  
pay a week in advance and order for the next. Available from…

Coleshill Community Hub Tuesdays 11am-1pm Coleshill Town Hall Tel: 01675 238 309

Baddesley Community Hub Wednesdays 12-3pm Baddesley Village Hall Tel: 01827 718516

Volunteer Centre NW Wednesdays 12-5pm Long Street, Atherstone Tel: 01827 717073

Atherstone Early Years Centre Thursdays 11am-5pm Kings Avenue, Atherstone Tel: 01827 713116

For more information, contact Lori Harvey on 01827 719220 or go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/hubs

One Stop Health Shop
improving health…
         changing lives

always someone to talk to,” says 

Margaret, right (top photo) Sandra, right (bottom photo)

▲



These statistics may be alarming but 
thanks to a partnership with West 
Midlands Ambulance Service, all four 
of the Council’s leisure centres now 
have a defibrillator.  This is a portable 
machine, which shocks the heart 
back into action following a cardiac 
arrest, when blood stops pumping 
around the body.  North Warwickshire 
residents can also rest assured that 
leisure centre staff are now all fully 
trained in using the equipment. 

The centres at Arley and Polesworth 
will actually have their defibrillators 
installed on the outside of the 
buildings, so that members of the 
public will have access to the kit  
after dialling 999. A fifth defibrillator 
is available at the Queen Elizabeth 
Community Sports Village based at 
Queen Elizabeth School, Atherstone.   
For more information, go to  
www.northwarks.gov.uk/leisure

FACT – around 30,000 people in the 
UK suffer a cardiac arrest every year.

FACT – survival rates increase by 
up to 75% if the heart receives a 
controlled shock within 5 minutes.

FACT – for every minute that 
passes, the chances of survival 
decrease by 14%.

Looking after
your heart health

The centres at Arley and Polesworth 

after dialling 999. A fifth defibrillator 

Community Sports Village based at 
Queen Elizabeth School, Atherstone.  

HealthwatchDid you know that North Warwickshire Citizens’ Advice 
Bureau is the first ‘port of call’ 
for any health issues you might 
need to raise?  For example… 
have you just moved to the area 
and having difficulty registering 
with a G.P.?  Or are you having 
problems with waiting times for 
hospital or doctor’s appointments?Contact the CAB at  Welcome Street, Atherstone,  

Tel: 01827 712852;  Advice Line: 0844 855 2322  
or use the Freephone at any  
of the B.O.B. Hubs.
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Manager of Atherstone Leisure 
Complex, Claire Lodge (left) 
with Anne Foley of Midlands 
Emergency Response, staff 
member Chelsea Wilson and 
Bobby Quayum, Community 
Response Manager from WMAS.)

▲
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Ansley Common – St John’s Community Rooms

Arley and St Michael’s Community Centre

Baddesley Village Hall

Birchmoor – St John’s Mission Hall

Coleshill Town Hall and Coleshill Library

Hartshill Community Centre

Mancetter – Bracebridge Centre,  
St Peter’s Church

Polesworth Library

Shustoke ‘Your Shop’ and Village Hall

Other B.O.B. Hubs are at

New B.O.B. Hub  
       for Water Orton

If you would like to volunteer to help out at any of the Hubs, call in or contact the Volunteer Centre in 
Atherstone on 01827 717073. For more information on the Hubs, go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/hubs

The B.O.B. Hubs at Arley & St Michael’s Community 
Centre, Hartshill Community Centre, Coleshill Town 
Hall and Dordon Village Hall are working with the 
Warwickshire Rural Growth Network (RGN) to support 
new and established businesses.  The RGN provides free 
practical business advice, coaching and development 
workshops for rural businesses, as well as start-up grants 
for new companies.  Business Advice Surgeries will be 
held throughout the year at each of the B.O.B. Hubs. 

So if you’re already trading or thinking of starting a 
business, call in for a review and advice to help you  
boost your success. 

For more information and for the dates of the 
Business Advice Surgeries or the support available 
through the RGN, go to www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
ruralgrowthnetwork; email ruralgrowthnetwork@
warwickshire.gov.uk or call 01926 412709.

Mind your own business…

Residents in Water Orton can now pop down to their 
community library to use the new B.O.B. Hub. Officially 
opened by Councillor Ray Payne, the Hub is the latest to 
open in North Warwickshire bringing the total to date to 11.  
The ‘WOLIB’ Hub has the red phone programmed with free 
numbers to various agencies plus free computer access. 

The Hub is open on Fridays and Saturdays 9am-5pm and 
volunteers may be available to offer help and advice to 
residents. Two more Hubs will open over the summer at 
Dordon Village Hall and Wood End Village Hall.

C
ouncillors A

nn Lew
is, A

llan H
olland and Ray Payne

▲
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Pre-loved three pieces suites, dining tables and beds are 
amongst the household items being given a second chance 
at a new furniture unit in Atherstone.  ‘2ndChance’ is 
already well known for its work in the Nuneaton area, 
taking donations of and selling bargain price but good 
quality furniture and ‘white goods.’  

Thanks to a joint project between the Borough Council 
and Chapter 1, the national housing charity, the shop was 
up and running in just 13 weeks at Unit 3 on Innage Park.  
The Council has provided the units on the industrial estate 
free of rent and business rates for the charity, which 
operates with the support of its army of volunteers.  

At the official launch in May, Councillor Mick Stanley, 
Leader of North Warwickshire Borough Council said:

“This is an important facility for North Warwickshire, 
delivering vital help to local people, who are 
finding times hard and need reasonably priced but 
good quality furniture.  2ndChance Furniture also 
welcomes donations of tables, chairs, suites and 
beds so they can recycle the items, give them a new 
home and avoid them ending up in landfill sites.“ 

2ndChance Furniture is at Unit 3, Innage Park 
Industrial Estate, Abeles Way, Atherstone CV9 
2QZ.  If you’re walking, go to the Co-op end of 
Long Street, follow the road around under the 

A5 bridge, then take the path down the side of the TNT 
Distribution Centre. 

Opening hours are Monday-Thursday 9.30am-4pm  
and Friday 9.30am-12.30pm.

Donations of any size or quantity are always 
welcome – just ring 02476 326189 to arrange a 
collection or drop the items in. If anyone is  
interested in volunteering, contact Louise Todd  
on the same number.

Chapter 1 trading as 2ndChance 
Furniture at Unit 3, Innage Park

Work Clubs in North Warwickshire

free of rent and business rates for the charity, which 
operates with the support of its army of volunteers.  

At the official launch in May, Councillor Mick Stanley, 
Leader of North Warwickshire Borough Council said:

“This is an important facility for North Warwickshire, 

beds so they can recycle the items, give them a new 

Drop in to the Work Clubs and pick up tips on compiling a CV, searching 
for jobs online and practising your interview techniques.

Contact for Atherstone  
Work Club:  
Kay Aldersley, WorkCare, 
kay.aldersley@btinternet.com 
02476 362995

Contact for Coleshill  
Town Hall Work club: 
Tony Nurser  
communityhub@
coleshilltowncouncil.gov.uk

For the others: 
Olwyn Reid, Nuneaton  
Women’s Resource Centre
olwyn.reid@nwmrc.co.uk 
02476 348522

Location Day Time

Atherstone 
North Warwickshire Volunteer Centre

Monday  
& Tuesday 

1.30 – 3pm 
10am – 12 noon

Arley B.O.B. Hub 
Arley & St Michael’s Community Centre

Tuesday 10am – 12 noon

Hartshill B.O.B. Hub 
Hartshill Community Centre

Wednesday 1pm – 3pm

Polesworth Library Thursday 2pm- 4pm

Coleshill Town Hall Friday 10am-12pm

The volunteers
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With rising food and energy bills, 
these are very tough times for many 
people in North Warwickshire.  It’s a 
constant worry, wondering if there’ll 
be enough money coming in to pay 
the weekly and monthly bills.  The 
Borough Council works with other 
organisations to help you through 
this, including the Citizens’ Advice 
Bureau, the Credit Union, training 
providers, work clubs, health services 
and many others. 

There’s more help and information at 
www.northwarks.gov.uk/benefits

You’ll find links to organisations to 
help with…

• money matters e.g. rent, 
Council Tax, loans, debt  
and bank accounts.

• household bills  e.g. gas, 
electric, water, insurance. 

• work, training, education and 
volunteering  e.g. job searches, 
CV writing, computer courses, 
self-employment, help with 
reading and writing.

• health and wellbeing e.g. 
diet, stopping smoking, sensible 
drinking, mental health, physical 
disabilities. 

You can either search for the 
information yourself or if you prefer 
to speak to someone, just complete 
the self-referral form on the 
Wraparound webpage.  Your request 
will be forwarded to staff at one of 
the relevant organisations, who will 
get in touch. 

If you don’t have a computer, visit 
one of the B.O.B. Hubs to use their 
computers free of charge. 

Be prepared for 
benefit changes… 

How to reduce 
energy bills
Gas, electricity and oil bills are 
predicted to increase again 
over the next 12 months, 
which means that energy 
bills will have doubled over 
the last five years. In 2005 
the average home spent 
around £600 on energy.  In 
2010, this rose to £1,200.  
If this continues over the 
next five years, you could 
be paying a staggering 
£2,500 a year - unless you 
do something about it now. 

If you already struggle to keep up with payments, you’ll 
almost certainly face problems keeping warm over the 
winter months.  Reduce your fuel bills by switching to a 
cheaper energy supplier, switch appliances off when not  
in use and make your home as energy efficient as 
possible.  For more information and advice,  
visit www.actonenergy.org.uk or call free on  
0800 988 2881.

Sign up for 
online billing
The winner of the £50 prize draw from  
the last issue of north talk is Peter Wilson of Coleshill.  
Peter signed up for e-billing so he can view all his Council 
Tax bills online. He said: “I wanted to reduce paperwork 
and clutter so e-billing works for me.”

To cut your clutter and save paper, sign up at  
www.northwarks.gov.uk/accountsonline

Gas, electricity and oil bills are 

Reforms on film
If you’re confused by all the welfare reforms and how 
they’ll affect you and your family, check out the films on 
the Borough Council’s website at www.northwarks.
gov.uk/film  There’s also a new presentation called 
‘Council Tax - don’t ignore it!’ which explains why it’s 
important to pay your Council Tax. 

Changes to Council Tax Benefit were introduced in April 
2013.  They mean that everyone of working age now 
has to pay something towards their Council Tax, even 
if they’ve never had to before. If you’re struggling to 
pay, don’t wait till it’s too late - call the Council Tax 
team on 01827 715341.

online billingonline billingonline billing
The winner of the £50 prize draw from 
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NFU Mutual is The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982).  Registered in England.  Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire CV37 7BJ.  Authorised by the
Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority.  A member of the Association of British Insurers.  For security and training purposes,
telephone calls may be recorded and monitored.

INSURANCE THAT’S ON 
YOUR DOORSTEP

Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you need to make changes to your policy or
make a claim.

We can help you insure your:
• Home & Car • Horse & Horse box 
• Business • LGV & Commercial Vehicle

For a real conversation about your needs call  
01827 717515 or pop into our branch 
NFU Mutual Office, 105 Long Street,
Atherstone, Warwickshire, CV9 1AB

Update on Core Strategy
The Core Strategy was submitted for consideration by Government 
on 28th February.  Mr Tony Thickett was appointed as the Inspector 
to consider the Plan.  A Preliminary Hearing and Exploratory 
Meeting were held on 5th June.  An update on the latest situation 
can be found on the Council’s website under Core Strategy 
Examination – www.northwarks.gov.uk/corestrategyexamination

Site Allocations Plan
The consultation on the Site Allocations Plan – Preferred Options 
closed on 23rd May 2013.  Work is progressing on the Plan and 
the intention is to produce an updated Plan for consultation in 
the autumn.  Please look out for the next consultation and see 
what changes have been made.

Neighbourhood Plans
Coleshill - The Planning & Development Board approved the designation of the Neighbourhood Plan area for Coleshill 
at its meeting in April.  Coleshill Town Council is now leading on the work of developing a Neighbourhood Plan and 
would like to hear of any resident or business who is interested in taking an active part in progressing this work.  Contact: 
Coleshill Town Council on 01675 463 326 or email info@coleshilltowncouncil.gov.uk

Austrey & Fillongley - The closing date for representations on the designation of Neighbourhood Plan areas for Austrey 
and Fillongley finished on 23rd May.  Any comments made will be reported to the Planning & Development Board.

Coleshill
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First successful mortgage  
application under new scheme

Traditional upholsterers and French Polishers, loose covers,
replacement cushions, custom-made, renovation and repairs,

cane and rush work, choice of exquisite fabrics 

Tel: Workshop 01827 899866 
Simon 07980064289 Jane 07712 895694 

e-mail: janeagainjane@gmail.com 

application under new schemeapplication under new scheme

Claire and Stewart Deakin and their 
young family have just moved into 
a beautifully decorated home in 
Dordon – but just a few months ago, 
the property was standing empty and 
neglected.  Changing this house into 
a home, along with four others in 
the village, is thanks to funding from 
the Homes and Communities Agency 
(HCA) and a successful partnership 
between the Borough Council and 
Waterloo Housing Group.

In March 2013, there were 824 empty 
homes in North Warwickshire and 302 
had been standing empty for over six 
months.   Properties like this fall into 
disrepair, grounds become overgrown 
and attract flytipping and generally 
have a detrimental effect on the local 
community.  In short, they are a blot 
on the landscape. 

The Borough Council now has an 
‘Empty Property Officer’, James 

Bradley, to tackle the issue 
of homes standing empty 
for long periods.  To date, 
60 long term empty 
properties have been 
turned into liveable spaces.  
13 were made available 
at affordable rents whilst 
others were renovated and 
let by private landlords or sold 
to new owners.   

Borough Councillor for Dordon and 
Chair of the Housing Sub-committee, 
Councillor John Winter said:

“We are making progress with many 
empty homes, some of which have 
suffered years of neglect, causing 
concerns to neighbours. We have had 
some funding from the HCA but are 
accessing other funding or providing 
loans to help stop the blight and 
provide homes for people who need 
them.“ 

If you own an empty home, contact 
the Borough Council for possible 
financial help and technical advice.  
For more information, see the 
website at www.northwarks.gov.
uk/emptyhomes  You can also 
report an empty property online or 
ring the Council’s main number on  
01827 715341.

Bradley, to tackle the issue 
of homes standing empty 
for long periods.  To date, 

turned into liveable spaces.  

others were renovated and 
let by private landlords or sold 

Borough Councillor for Dordon and 
Chair of the Housing Sub-committee, 
Councillor John Winter said:

The first mortgage agreed under a new scheme is helping first time buyers onto 
the first rung of the housing ladder.  Like Claire and Stewart, Lucy Edwards and her 
partner Oliver Moore are about to get the key to their own front door in Dordon.  
This is all thanks to the mortgage scheme run jointly between the Borough Council 
and Lloyds TSB.  

Launched in February this year, the ‘Lend a Hand’ scheme means first time buyers 
need only raise a 5% deposit to purchase their home instead of the more usual 
20-25% of the asking price.  The Borough Council will guarantee a further 20%, 
giving buyers access to lower mortgage rates and has set  
aside £1m to support the project.

Lucy and Oliver say the process was simple:  “We applied  
online so it was really easy to do and the adviser at Lloyds  
was incredibly helpful, keeping us updated on what was  
happening.  Within a week of getting our mortgage, we’d  
put in an offer on our new home!  Hopefully, more people  
will take up the scheme as it’s a great way of affording  
a house.”

Applicants can borrow up to a maximum of £190,000  
and obviously must be sure they can afford the mortgage  
repayments.  It’s hoped that around 40 mortgages will be  
approved under the scheme.  For more information,  
contact Lloyds TSB  or go to the website at  
www.northwarks.gov.uk/mortgage

Turning houses into homes

James left, with Claire and Stewart

▲

Lucy and Oliver



13Tel: 01827 715341                        www.northwarks.gov.uk        

Nationally there has been a steady increase in the theft of number 
plates. Warwickshire Police and its Community Safety Partners are 
tackling this but you can do something to reduce the risk.

Your car number plate is unique and is linked to the registered 
keeper of the vehicle. If your plates are stolen and used, thieves 
are stealing your identity.

Being a victim of number plate theft is serious and you need to 
report it.

The plates could be used to commit criminal offences and the 
police could be knocking at your door. Criminals use stolen plates 
for a whole host of reasons and sometimes in very serious crimes.

To avoid becoming a victim of number plate theft, we recommend 
taking the following actions:

•	 Park in open view and use car parks that are accredited to  
the Park Mark Scheme.

•	 Fit non-returnable screws to your number plate, or another 
fixing device such as an epoxy adhesive. 

•	 These are available from car parts supply shops or DIY centres.

•	 Purchase theft resistant number plates from a reputable dealer 
and ensure they adhere to British Standard BSAU 145d.

Using a stolen or false plate is a criminal offence, which could lead 
to a prison sentence.

For further information on theft resistant number plates and non 
returnable screws please visit www.warwickshire.police.uk/
crimeprevention/Vehicle/Numberplatetheft

Secure your
plates, protect 
your identity.

Warwickshire Police and its 
Community Safety Partners are 
working together to reduce number 
plates theft.
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The Borough Council’s Dog Warden has been hot on the heels of  
litterers and dog owners who don’t pick up their pooches’ poo.   
Since the start of the year, 15 fines have been issued and all but  
one has been paid (the resident who didn’t pay up will now be  
prosecuted.)  One resident provided false details but was later  
tracked down and received a fine for the dog fouling offence and a formal 
caution for obstructing an officer.  If the Dog Warden has spotted dog 
owners clearing up their dog’s poo, they’ve received some free dog poo bags 
as a thank-you. Over 50 bags have been handed out in the last couple of 
months. Check out www.northwarks.gov.uk/dogs

Recent statistics show that crime and 
anti-social behaviour are down in 
North Warwickshire – proving that it’s 
still a safe place to live, work in or visit.  
The figures for 2012/13 show that…

•	 Violent	crime	is	down	by	71	crimes	
to 514 (a 12% reduction.) 

•	 Domestic	burglary	is	down	by	51	
crimes to 239 (an 18% reduction.) 

•	 Vehicle	crime	is	down	by	51	crimes	
to	567	(an	8%	reduction.)	

•	 Anti-social	behaviour	incidents	are	
down by 241 incidents to 2099 (a 
10% reduction.) 

•	 Total	recorded	crime	is	down	by	
459 crimes to 3,299 crimes (a 12% 
reduction.)

Councillor Peter Morson, Chair of the 
North Warwickshire Community Safety 
Partnership said: 

“The crime reduction figures for 
2012/13 are very reassuring and reflect 
well on the excellent partnership work 
we are doing in North Warwickshire.  
Our efforts will hopefully continue to 
ensure local residents feel safe and 
protected in their local communities.“

Patrick Devereux, the Safer 
Neighbourhoods Inspector for 
Nuneaton, Bedworth and North 
Warwickshire added: 

“Warwickshire as a whole has also 
had a good year, with a significant 
reduction in all crime.  In 2006, we 
had an average of 126 crimes a day 
and we are now down to 81.  We are 
not complacent but this is good news 
and North Warwickshire continues to 
be a very safe place to live with a low 
level of crime.”

It’s official – North Warwickshire is a safe place to live

It wasn’t 
me!!

Cracking down on dog fouling

James left, with Claire and Stewart
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Area Forums – have your  
say at your local meeting
The four Area Forums in North Warwickshire give you the chance to talk to Borough,  
County and Parish Councillors, local police officers and others about issues that matter to you.

Area Forum North Thursday 5th September Baddesley Ensor Church Hall 

 Thursday 21st November Tithe Barn, Polesworth

Area Forum East Thursday 12th September to be confirmed

 Tuesday 3rd December Mancetter Memorial Hall

Area Forum South Tuesday 17th September Coleshill Town Hall

 Thursday 5th December Arley Community Centre

Area Forum West Thursday 19th September Piccadilly Community Centre

 Thursday 28th November St Nicholas Church Hall, Curdworth

Meetings usually start at 6.30pm after half an hour for the Police surgery.   
For more information, go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/areaforums

Money, Money, 

Money!
£17,500 a year in grants is up for grabs with a new Local 
Community Projects Fund from the Borough Council.  
The Fund is open to individuals, groups and organisations 
with ideas for projects, that will have a positive impact on 
local communities in North Warwickshire.

Funding is being allocated to each Ward on the basis 
of £500 per Borough Councillor - in most cases, that’s 
£1,000 per Ward.  Awards will usually be for up to £500 
per project, although applications for a higher sum will 
be considered in exceptional circumstances.  Applications 
can be made at any time but will be considered in two 
rounds with application deadlines of 1st October and 1st 
April each year.

There is a very simple form to complete, which is 
available at www.northwarks.gov.uk/lcpf   If you don’t 
have a computer at home, call in at one of the B.O.B. 
Hubs.  A paper copy of the form and more information 
is available from Jaki Douglas, Partnership and 
Development Manager on 01827 719492.
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Time to put away your slippers?
... foster a teenager, change your life and theirs!

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/fostering
Tel: 08004081556

Nightingales Farm, Bentley, Atherstone CV9 2JR

Telephone: 01827 716551
Email: info.19gales@gmail.com

Our own beef and pork - sweet and savoury pies -  
bread & cakes - locally sourced fruit and veg

A real working farm in beautiful countryside

www.19gales.co.uk

FARM SHOP
OPEN:

Friday & Saturday 9am-5pm, 
Sunday 10am-4pm
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Ocado Dordon has landed.

We are recruiting for various roles in our brand 
new state-of-the-art warehouse, visit us at:  
www.ocado.com/careers

522 dordon recruit ad.indd   1 08/05/2013   11:55
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