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Volunteering helped 
Rob get a job! 
Read Rob’s story on page 4
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The Council Offices, South Street, Atherstone CV9 1DE 

Open Monday – Friday  
8.30am – 5.15pm  
Tel: 01827 715341
After 5.15pm and at weekends,  
you can leave a message with  
your details and we’ll ring you  
back on the next working day.

24 hours emergency number for  
weekends and Bank Holidays:  
01827 718086
www.northwarks.gov.uk

…is your free magazine from North Warwickshire 
Borough Council and the North Warwickshire 
Community Partnership.  It’s produced three times a year 
in March/April, July/August and November/December 
and distributed to around 27,000 homes in North 
Warwickshire and to leisure centres, libraries, community 
hubs and other venues. It’s also on the website at 
www.northwarks.gov.uk/northtalk  

A large print version can be made available and an  
audio version is produced by North Warwickshire  
Talking Newspaper.

The next issue is July/August 2014
Karen Barrow, north talk editor   
Tel: 01827 719309  
email: karenbarrow@northwarks.gov.uk

  Produced on paper from recyclable sources. Remember to recycle your north talk!

Follow us on  
Facebook and Twitter

One Stop Shop and Contact Centre

Enjoy the natural beauty of our Middleton 
Lakes reserve. There’s a whole host of family 
fun activities from bat walks to pond dipping 
via den building not forgetting our very 
popular Wild Wednesdays during school 
holidays and once again we’re offering a 
chance to sleep out on the reserve.

The RSPB Big Wild Sleep Out is taking place 
on Saturday 21st & Sunday 22nd June. 
See our website for details.

www.rspb.org.uk/middletonlakes

Please note: during the building work to the Council offices, the temporary entrance to main reception will be directly from  South Street.
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Nightingales Farm, Bentley, Atherstone CV9 2JR

Telephone: 01827 716551
Email: info.19gales@gmail.com

Our own beef and pork - sweet and savoury pies -  
bread & cakes - locally sourced fruit and veg

A real working farm in beautiful countryside

www.19gales.co.uk

FARM SHOP
OPEN:

Friday & Saturday 9am-5pm, 
Sunday 10am-4pm

The Largest Secondhand Bookshop 
in the Midlands

Spring Bank Holiday Sale 
24th, 25th & 26th May 2014
1000s of books at 50p and 

15% off all main shop stock

Astley Lane, Bedworth CV12 0NE
Open 10.00am - 5.00 pm every day.

T: 02476 490235  W: www.astleybookfarm.com  
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“I can’t thank the Foodbank enough – I wouldn’t be where 
I am without this place,” says Rob White from Hartshill.  
Rob, aged 20, had been struggling to find work, when the 
Job Centre suggested that he try volunteering down at 
Atherstone’s Foodbank on Innage Park.  This was set up a 
year ago as a joint venture between the Borough Council, 
Chapter 1 - 2nd Chance Furniture and Fareshare, a 
national charity dealing with food waste.  It also receives 
massive support from Ocado, the online supermarket 
based at Birch Coppice Business Park in Dordon.  

Initially, Rob was extremely shy and used to sit on his 
own, reluctant to speak to anyone.  However, with the 
encouragement of the other staff and volunteers, he 
gradually came out of his shell and began to build up 
his confidence.  Rob says he had never heard of Ocado, 
although he’d made the connection when he had 
been up to Birch Coppice to collect goods for the Foodbank.  So, when 
he plucked up courage to visit the Jobs Fair at Atherstone Memorial 
Hall in July 2013, Rob made a beeline for the Ocado staff, who were 
looking to recruit as the operation expanded:  

“It was because I knew about Ocado through my voluntary work 
that I went over to speak to their staff, got an application form, 
an interview and a job!”  says Rob.  He has now been at Ocado 
for six months where his colleagues are all similar ages and 
he’s made lots of friends. They all work hard but have a laugh 
together and are pretty ‘chilled out’ – which is appropriate, as 
Rob works in the ‘Freezer Area’ and says he never feels the cold! 

Thanks to his regular income, Rob was able to buy himself a moped 
to travel to Dordon, which he has now traded in for a more powerful 
bike. And this young ‘easy rider’ is even planning to take to the road 
with his brother in the summer to explore Scotland!

Liam O’Mahony, Senior Operations Manager at Ocado said: “Rob is 
a great example of someone who has become a valued member 
of our Ocado team through hard work and persistence. We are 
committed to creating employment opportunities for local people 
to support our exciting growth plans. We continue to forge strong 
links with the local community, the Borough Council and support great 
initiatives like the Foodbank scheme and community cooking projects.”

Rob’s story

Be a volunteer 
and you will

Join a team  
and meet  

new people

Build up your 
skills and 

experience

Add work 
experience  
to your CV. when applying 

Lyn Rowley (left) Acting Operations Manager at the 
Foodbank with Rob and Sally Roberts, Financial  
Inclusion Manager at the Borough Council.

Rob with Lyn  
and some of the 
Foodbank volunteers.
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Add work 
experience  
to your CV.

Have more  
confidence 

when applying 
for jobs

Do something 
worthwhile 

for your 
community

Find out more about volunteer  
vacancies – contact the Volunteer  

Centre on 01827 717073 or  
email adam.farrell@vcnw.org.uk

“The Foodbank scheme 
provides a very valuable 
service to those in need 
locally and we are 
pleased to be able to 
support it by working 
in partnership with the 
Borough Council and 
2nd Chance Furniture.” 

Simon Morrison,  
Services Manager, Ocado.

Foodbank 

4 Atherstone’s Foodbank was set 
up in 13 weeks and opened on 
3rd April 2013.

4 The Borough Council has 
provided three units at Innage 
Park rent and business rates 
free.

4 North Warwickshire has issued 
over 800 food parcels between 
April 2013 and January 
2014 and supplied food to 
community cafes and school 
breakfast clubs.

4 This means over 8,000 local 
people have benefited from 
the project to date.

4 Ocado donates a vanful of 
supplies every week - including 
a wide range of food, toiletries, 
cleaning items and nappies

4 On Christmas Eve, Ocado 
donated over 250 turkeys 
and other meats, as well as 
groceries and other supplies. 
These went to local homeless 
projects, people in need, 
colleges and charities to 
ensure they had a Very Happy 
Christmas. 

4 The Bishop of Warwick, John 
Stroyan, visited the Foodbank 
in January and had the chance 
to support the volunteers and 
put a food parcel together. See 
photo above.

4 Rob is one of six volunteers 
who have moved into paid 
employment, thanks to 
the support, training and 
experience they received at the 
Foodbank project.

facts

Simon Morrison with Bob Trahern, Assistant Chief Executive 
(Community Services) at the Borough Council.
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Want to volunteer? 
Call: 01827 717 073 

Web: vcnw.org.uk 

Email: adam.farrell@vcnw.org.uk 

Volunteering is rewarding and  

looks great on your C.V

Share your skills…
Volunteer to help others Get Online

4 Discover tips on careers, training  
and interview skills.

4 Use websites to find your best energy  
or insurance deal. 

4 Sort out your household accounts,  
pay by Direct Debit and be paper-free.

4 Research your hobbies or trace your 
family tree.

4 Keep in touch with friends and  
relatives by email.

   Don’t waste time

get online!
North Warwickshire’s B.O.B. Hubs are now more equipped than ever to  
help local people get online. 

All the Hubs have signed up to become UK Online Centres, meaning they 
can offer free online courses in I.T.  You’ll start with the basics such as 
how to use a keyboard or a mouse and progress to comparing energy 
and car insurance prices. If you’re unable to visit your local Hub and have 
internet access at home, go to www.learnmyway.com and sign up with 
the code: 3455824. If you need a bit more help, there are free basic IT 
sessions every week at the Volunteer Centre. Ring Adam on 01827 717073. 

No matter what your ability or age, there’s a free, easy to access course to suit you 
– and it could even help with your job prospects or with keeping up with the kids  
or even grandkids! Getting online can help you… 

“It is important to remember that these 
Hubs are run by volunteers. Volunteers are 
not paid – not because they are worthless 
– but because they are priceless.”

Mayor of North Warwickshire,  
Councillor Dominic Ferro

The more people who sign up to get online, the more 
money the Hubs can earn from the Government to 
improve their services to you. 
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The latest B.O.B. Hub opened for business 
recently at Wood End Village Hall. It 
offers free computer use, a Freephone to 
connect to key organisations such as the 
CAB and Credit Union and a free colour 
photocopier to copy or scan documents. 

The Mayor of North Warwickshire, 
Councillor Dominic Ferro was there with 
his daughter, Jessica, to officially open the 
Hub and said:  

“I am pleased to be opening this newest 
addition to the Borough Council’s Hub 
network. These Hubs have proved to 
be very successful and provide the 
local community with information and 
resources. Residents can access computers 
and the Freephone to contact local advice 
services.” 

Wood End residents can now pop into 
their Village Hall where the world-wide 
web is now available at the touch of a 
button or click of a mouse!

The Mayor with Jessica; Cllrs Ann Lewis and Hayden Phillips

New B.O.B. Hub  
       opens at Wood End

B.O.B. Hub Opening Times
Ansley Common
Friday  1pm-3pm

Arley Community Centre
Mon-Thurs  9.30am-12.30pm

Baddesley Village Hall
Mon  2pm-5pm
Weds  10am-2pm
Fri  11am-1pm

Birchmoor Community Centre
Tues  10am-12pm

Coleshill Town Hall
Mon-Weds;Fri-Sat 10am-1pm
Thurs  10am-12pm

Coleshill Library 
Mon-Sat  9.30am-12.30pm
Tues & Thurs  1.30pm-5.30pm

Dordon Community Centre
Mon  9.30am-11am
Weds  9.30am-12.30pm

Hartshill Community Centre
Tues  10am-3pm
Weds  2pm-4pm
Thurs  2pm-4.30pm

Polesworth Library
Tues  9.30am-1pm; 2pm-7pm
Thurs  9.30am-1pm; 2pm-6pm
Fri  9.30am-1pm; 2pm-6pm
Sat  9.30am-1pm

Shustoke Shop/Village Hall
Mon-Thurs  11am-5pm
Fri  10am-6pm
Sat  10am-4pm
Sun  10am-1pm

Water Orton Library
Fri & Sat  9am-5pm

Wood End Village Hall
Tues  10am-12pm Village Hall
Thurs  9am-11am Primary School
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New Central Credit Union
The Credit Union is now located at Warwickshire Community and Voluntary Action (CAVA),  

Trinity Church, Community House, Coleshill Road, Atherstone, CV9 1BN. Tel: 01827 718851  
Opening times are Thursday and Friday, 9.30-12.30pm.

Introducing Handyloans -  
available in sums of up to £500
• Interest rate of 2% per month on 

outstanding balance (26.8% APR.)
• Regular payments include a 

proportion towards savings.
• Handyloans to be paid over 
 12 months.
• Become a member of New Central  

Credit Union.
• £5 membership fee can be added  

to total loan amount if granted.

Members will require a bank account to set up 
standing orders. Three months’ recent bank 
statements and proof of income will be required  
to support the loan application. 

To apply for a Handyloan, ring 02476 552243 on 
Monday 10am-1pm or Tuesday-Friday 10am-3pm  
at 33 City Arcade, Coventry CV1 3HX or  
01827 718851. On Thursday or Friday ring  
01827 718851 9.30-12.00 at Warwickshire CAVA.

For more information go to  
www.newcentralcu.co.uk  
or email: info@newcentralcu.co.uk

Chris Brown from Dordon is the latest lucky winner of the £50 prize draw for signing 
up to e-billing online. Chris, who has recently moved into North Warwickshire, 
received his voucher from Revenues and Benefits Manager, Mike Shaw and said:

“I would recommend e-billing as a great way to track your payments. Setting up is 
easy and this paperless approach has clear environmental benefits too.“ 

Over 3,000 residents have already signed up for e-billing for their Council Tax 
and setting up is simple!  Just go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/accountsonline 
- you’ll need an email address and the reference number, which is on your bill or 
statement. The next prize draw will be on 1st June.

And there’s more ….

If you’re on a state benefit or low income, you can now submit your claim for Housing Benefit
or Council Tax Support online – no more paper forms! Just go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/claim

Paperfree in ’14!

0%
Zero…zilch…nothing…nought…

That’s exactly how much household rubbish 
from North Warwickshire households is now 
going to landfill! As reported in the November/
December north talk, the amount of rubbish 
going to landfill had reduced from 66% to 41%.  
As of this year, your non-recyclable rubbish is 
now going to the new site at Lower House Farm.  
From there, it’s transported to ‘Energy from 
Waste’ at Four Ashes in Staffordshire where it’s 
incinerated and the energy generated is fed back 
into the National Grid.

A dog owner, who failed to clear up  
after her dog, was caught on camera  
at the Westwood Road recreation  
ground in Atherstone and fined £80.

The woman was spotted by the CCTV operator walking well ahead 
of her distinctive dog.  The dog then fouled next to the children’s play 
area but the owner did not return to clear up the mess. When she 
left in her car, the CCTV camera was able to capture and record her 
vehicle registration. Although the woman initially denied the offence, 
she finally paid her fine after being presented with the footage as 
evidence. 

To report dog fouling in complete confidence, ring 01827 715341 or 
report it online at www.northwarks.gov.uk

Dog owner falls  
foul of CCTV camera
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Atherstone Thursdays 1.15pm
at Atherstone Leisure 
Complex

Austrey Fridays 10am at Austrey Baptist Church

Dordon Tuesdays 10am at St Leonards Church 

Grendon  Fridays 1pm
at Grendon Community 
Centre

Hartshill Thursdays 1.30pm 
at Hartshill Community 
Centre

Kingsbury Wednesdays 11am 
at Kingsbury Methodist 
Church

Mancetter Tuesdays 10am at St Peter’s Church

Middleton Wednesdays 1pm 
at Middleton Hall, RSPB 
car park

Old Arley Thursdays 1pm at The Methodist Church

Ridge Lane &  
Birchley Heath

Mondays 1pm at The Green, Ridge Lane

Walk this way… 
What puts a spring in your step, is 
great free exercise and just about 
anyone can do it?  It’s walking, of 
course!  The North Warwickshire 
Walking Groups are proving to 
be a resounding success with the 
Mancetter Group one of the most 
popular. See photo right.

As one of the Walk Leaders, Pat 
Wilding explains: “We regularly 
have around 20 people on the 
walking group – even on a bad 
week when it rains.  I’ve made so 
many friends here and really miss it 
when I don’t come.” 

Harry Smith is 84 years young and 
proves that age is no barrier to 
keeping fit.  Despite some ticker 
troubles, he is determined to keep 
up his exercise:

“I’d been getting breathless 
and had awful chest pains,” he 
explains, “It was angina but I didn’t 
realise it.  I’ve had a couple of 
stents in my heart and I’ve been 
walking ever since – it shows it can 
be done!” 

And Sue Wykes of Chapel End 
adds: “It’s brilliant socially and 
mentally and something to look 
forward to – we have some great 
Christmas get togethers!”

So, if you find it difficult to get 
active, why not start walking? It’s 
really easy to get started and you 
don’t need any special equipment. 
Walking can improve your health, 
your happiness and, if you join one 
of the groups, you’ll never walk 
alone.  You’ll have the chance to 
explore North Warwickshire, meet 
new people and all you have to do 
is turn up! 

For more information contact Steph Wagstaff on 01827 719271 or  
email stephaniewagstaff@northwarks.gov.uk. See also www.northwarks.gov.uk/walks
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Fitness fans are enjoying the new extended Fitness Suite at Polesworth 
Sports Centre. The gym area has been extended into one of the former 
squash courts providing more space, a wider range of equipment and a 
new free weights area. The remaining squash court has also had a major 
overhaul to improve the facilities for current and future customers. 

Foundations laid for new 
Coleshill Leisure Centre

The Mayor of North Warwickshire, Councillor Dominic Ferro 
had a chance to literally ‘take his pick’ to mark the start of 
work on the new Coleshill Leisure Centre. The £4.2million 
facility is the result of a partnership between the Borough 
Council and The Coleshill School with funding provided by 
the Council, the Education Funding Agency and England 
Squash and Racketball.

When completed in the autumn, the Leisure Centre will 
house a four-court sports hall, two squash courts, a  
state-of-the-art fitness suite and a dance studio.

Councillor Ferro said:

“It has taken a lot of hard work to get to this point, 
thanks to the perseverance of the staff at the Council and 
the School, the School Governors and our construction 
partners, Wates Construction.  The end result will be a 
much needed facility, which will provide a range of leisure, 
health and fitness opportunities both for residents and 
visitors to the town and for the students at the school.“

Richard Scarrott, Operations Director for Wates  
Construction added:

“We are delighted to have been appointed as North 
Warwickshire Borough Council’s contracting partner for 
Coleshill Leisure Centre.  We have an excellent site team in 
place to ensure the new facility is delivered on time and on 
budget for the local community and the students of The 
Coleshill School.“

Keep up to date with developments via the website  
at www.northwarks.gov.uk/newclc 

…and a facelift for Polesworth Sports Centre

To find out more, ring 01827 894091;  
email polesworthsportscentre@northwarks.gov.uk  
or go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/leisure.

Follow us on FacebookPolesworth- Sports-Centre

The Mayor, Adam Canon of Wates and Will Connelly, Coleshill School.
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New membership options  
and prices from 1st April 2014…  
… at all Borough Council leisure centres from just £20 a month.

Wholesome easy recipes 
using fresh and healthy 
produce are on the 
menu at a new 10 week 
course running at Queen Elizabeth School.  ‘Geoff the Chef 
‘(professional chef, Geoff Baynes) will be guiding people through 
the techniques of chopping, slicing and dicing before everyone 
sits down to their home cooked meal at the end of the informal 
two hour session. 

During the course, everyone will have the chance to earn a basic 
food hygiene certificate and learn basic IT skills.  If people attend 
all 10 sessions, they will receive a free kitchen toolkit including 
chopping boards, knives, pans, measuring jugs, utensils and 
recipes.  Also available will be a store cupboard essentials pack  
of flour, salt, pepper, herbs, spices and sauces. 

Geoff is hoping to extend the Cook It! sessions to other areas 
in North Warwickshire in the future.  If you think you’d be 
interested, contact Sally Roberts at the Borough Council on 
01827 719414 or email sallyroberts@northwarks.gov.uk   
Children are welcome by prior arrangement. 

Call in or ring:  Atherstone Leisure Complex Tel: 01827 722198 
Arley Sports Centre Tel: 01676 541867 

Coleshill Leisure Centre Tel: 01675 466022 
Polesworth Sports Centre Tel: 01827 894091 

Visit www.northwarks.gov.uk/leisure

• Lifetimes Fitness & Classes membership from  
£20 a month.

• Lifetimes Ultimate membership includes  
access to all fitness suites and classes, studio, 
swimming, vibes & free weights at any site  
starting from £30 a month.

• Lifetimes Annual membership – pay up  
front and get two months free.

• Lifetimes Junior membership from £17 a month.

• Lifetimes Exercise on referral membership  
£15 a month.

• No joining fee if you pay by Direct Debit.

• Upgrades and advice on your workout available 
FREE as part of your membership.

KEEP
CALM 

AND 

COOK IT!
‘V for Victory’ was the theme for No Smoking Day on 
12th March – but it’s not too late, if you want to cut 
out the cigarettes for good. You’ll feel physically and 
financially healthier with more energy to start that 
healthy lifestyle and more money  
- giving up a 20-a-day habit is like  
a £50 a week pay rise!  

If you’re pregnant, stopping  
smoking as soon as possible is the  
most important thing you can do  
for your baby.  The Warwickshire  
Stop Smoking Service has Special  
Advisors who will visit you at  
home.

If you want to join the many  
victorious ex-smokers in  
Warwickshire and millions  
across the UK, use your free  
local NHS Stop Smoking  
Service.  Call 0800 085 2917,  
text LIFE to 80800 or go to  
www.smokefreewarwickshire.org   
for information about your  
nearest service.

No Smoking 
                    Day 2014
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!

Over 30 years experience 
 
Traditional Upholstery 
French Polishing 
Cane and Rush work 
Loose Covers 
Replacement cushions 
Custom made upholstery 
Renovation and repairs 
Choice of exquisite 
fabrics 

 
Office 01827899866 
Simon 07980064289 
Jane 07712895694 

 

Figures from February 2014 show there are over 748 
empty properties in North Warwickshire. 251 are classed 
as “long term empty” as they have been vacant for over 
six months. 

There are many reasons why a property can become 
empty and some may be out of the owner’s control.  
However, a property left standing empty for prolonged 
periods can cost around £5,000 in rent loss per annum 
whilst still being liable for Council Tax, insurance and 
maintenance costs.

There is an alternative - contact the Borough Council to 
discuss the options to turn that empty property into an 
income stream.  Bringing empty homes back into use is a 
sustainable way to meet future housing demand and can 
improve the whole community.

For more information, contact James Bradley on 
01827 715341 or email jamesbradley@northwarks.
gov.uk  Further details are also available at  
www.northwarks.gov.uk/emptyhomes

Empty homes - turn a 
problem into a profit!

ROCKWARM returns!
Free loft and cavity wall insulation
We may be just into spring but there’s no time like the present to plan ahead for winter 2014.  If you missed out last time 
around, now’s your chance to take advantage of Rockwarm’s free offer to insulate your home.  

Your house will be warmer, your thermostat stays lower and you could save up to £270 on your fuel bills each year! 

This offer is open to all North Warwickshire residents, whether you own or rent a property; regardless of age, income or 
whether you are on benefits.  However, you must have less than 60mm or approximately two inches of existing loft insulation. 
Grants are available for external wall insulation with a possible 50% cost saving. 

Call Rockwarm on 02476 345554 or their Freephone line on 0800 132 68915
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Farm buildings are often the target for thieves as they 
may house valuable equipment such as power tools, 
quad bikes, machinery and diesel fuel.  To protect your 
property and your business, the Partnership has set out 
some simple steps to reduce the likelihood of you being 
a victim of crime.

•	 Make	sure	valuable	equipment	
is stored in a secure building 
behind a strong locked door, 
or use a metal cage and keep it 
locked when unattended. 

•	 Lock	doors	to	barns	and	
outbuildings at all times when 
not in use. 

•	 Use	locks	that	comply	with	the	
British Standards, good quality 
locking bars and high security 
padlocks.

•	 Protect	windows	with	metal	bars	
or grilles.

•	 Improve	security	for	your	diesel	
and fertiliser. 

Farm houses are often in isolated locations and can be 
vulnerable to crime if not properly secured. 

•	 Make	sure	that	doors	are	kept	locked	–	even	when	
you’re on the premises.

•	 Fit	locks	to	all	ground	floor	windows.

•	 Make	sure	doors	and	windows	are	well	maintained	
and in a good state of repair.

•	 Fit	mortice	deadlocks	that	comply	with	the	British	
Standards to all external doors and reinforce with 
locking bolts.

•	 Invest	in	timers	that	turn	lights	on	and	off	inside	the	
house if you go out at night and consider installing 
security lighting outside.

For more information, go to www.warwickshire.
police.uk/crimeprevention/Rcrime and for  
specialist crime prevention advice, try  
www.safer-neighbourhoods.co.uk

Hair/hat

Eyes/
glasses

IS ANYONE BEHAVING 
STRANGELY?
CAN YOU DESCRIBE 
THEM?
If you spot someone 
who may be behaving 
strangely, or differently 
to what is expected, 
then report it. 
It might not seem very 
much to you, but it 
might be something 
that helps the police.

Unusual accessories

Roof light/colour

ModelColour

Distinguishing marks Registration number

Interior features

Make

HAVE YOU SEEN A 
SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE?
 CAN YOU DESCRIBE IT?
Have you seen a vehicle which 
doesn’t look or feel right? 
Has it not moved for a 
few days, or is it parked 
somewhere you wouldn’t 
expect? 
Do you see it repeatedly 
driving past the same place, 
without good reason? It might 
not seem very much to you, 
but it might be something that 
helps the police.

north warwickshire 
neighbourhood watch 
Visit: www.nwnhw.co.uk 
For details on: 
✔ Crime Prevention
✔ How to join Neighbourhood Watch
✔ Contact details for 

Neighbourhood Watch
✔ Security items for sale
✔ Useful links
   

Ears/
earrings

Complexion

Nose

Hand/gloves/
jewellery

Lower 
clothing

  Baggage

Upper 
clothing

Mouth/
beard/

moustache

Scars/
marks/
tattoos

Footwear

Height
Colour

Age
Build

Accent

Rural crime
Crime isn’t just confined to inner cities and built up areas in towns.  In North Warwickshire, the Community Safety 
Partnership is setting its sights on tackling crime in the Borough’s rural areas.

Area Forum North  
Thursday 5th June  

Birchwood Primary School, 
Dordon.

Area Forum East  
Tuesday 10th June  

(venue to be confirmed.)

Area Forum West  
Thursday 12th June 

Water Orton Primary School.

Area Forum South  
Thursday 3rd July  

(venue to be confirmed.)

Area Forums Here are the dates for the next round of Area Forum meetings

Meetings usually start at 6.30pm after half an hour for the police ‘surgery.’  Venues will be confirmed at  
www.northwarks.gov.uk/areaforums or keep an eye on your Parish Council noticeboard.   

All welcome to find out what’s happening in your area.
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The Core Strategy was submitted 
for consideration by Government 
on 28th February.  Mr Tony Thickett 
was appointed as the Inspector 
to consider the Plan.  Hearings 
took place in early January and 
the Council is now waiting for the 
Inspector’s Report.  The next steps 
will depend on the Inspector’s 
recommendations.  An update on the 
latest situation can be found under 
Core Strategy Examination at www.
northwarks.gov.uk/localplan

Site Allocations Plan
A further consultation period will 
be held on the Site Allocations Plan 
during the spring/summer of this 
year.  As this will need to take on 
board the Core Strategy Inspector’s 
recommendation, it will not take 
place until his report has been 
received.  Please look out for the next 
consultation and see what changes 
have been made.  Information will be 
available on the Council website, at 
all libraries and a number of events 
will be held throughout the Borough.

Neighbourhood Plans
We have, or will have shortly, five 
designated Neighbourhood Plan areas: 
Arley, Austrey, Coleshill, Corley and 
Fillongley.  An information event was 
held on 5th February when four of the 
areas met a range of organisations, 
which could help with producing the 
Neighbourhood Plans.  These were 
English Heritage, Department of 
Communities & Local Government, 
Warwickshire Wildlife Trust and 
Warwickshire County Council (Ecology, 
Museums and Highways.) Further 
information events will take place in the 
near future. 

If you are interested, please contact 
the relevant Parish or Town Council 
or the Forward Planning Team, who 
will pass on your details. Email – 
localplans@northwarks.gov.uk or ring 
01827 719499 / 451.

Other areas
Nuneaton & Bedworth Borough 
Council – is still going through the 
representations and will then produce 
a submission version for a further 
round of consultation.  
www.nuneatonandbedworth.gov.uk/
planning

Tamworth Borough Council – has 
produced a further consultation 
document, following the withdrawal 
of their Core Strategy.  This should 
be out for consultation at the end of 
March/early April.

Birmingham City Council – has 
prepared a pre-submission document, 
which should be submitted to the 
Secretary of State for consideration by 
a Planning Inspector later in the year.

Update on the Core Strategy

Peter Boland, right from English Heritage  
with the Arley Neighbourhood Plan group.

European Elections 2014
Put your X in the box and vote at the European Elections on Thursday 22nd May.  North 

Warwickshire residents will be voting for the seven Members of the European 
Parliament,(MEPs) who will represent the West Midlands in Europe.  You will 

receive your polling card in advance of Election Day.  The closing date for 
postal vote applications is 5pm on Wednesday 7th May but bear in mind 

that you won’t be eligible to vote in any election unless you are on 
the Register of Electors, which is also used by credit agencies.  

Remember it’s the General Election next year as well as local 
Borough and Parish Council elections. 

For further information on electoral registration 
or elections, contact the Democratic Services 

Team on 01827 719221 or go to  
www.northwarks.gov.uk/elections7
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Around 50 people attended the ‘Access’ event and 
there were a number of recommendations: 

•	 Merge	the	issue	of	access	with	the	other	two	priorities	
around health and employment.  

•	 Work	with	local	employers	to	overcome	any	social	barriers	
to employing local people. 

•	 Look	at	a	model	for	the	B.O.B	Hubs	and	the	Food	Bank	
/ Social Enterprise Café initiatives. They have clear links 
to other priorities and work with the Third Sector, NHS, 
County Council, Jobcentre Plus and others so they could 
pool resources and bid for funding.

•	 Make	sure	messages	from	organisations	are	consistent	on	
websites and encourage more people to go online. 

•	 Look	at	how	to	use	population	and	other	data	to	ensure	
resources are targeted at the right people, in the right way, 
at the right time.

We’ve had our best year ever!
There’s never been a better time for your son/daughter 
to join North Warwickshire & Hinckley College!

www.nwhc.ac.uk 024 7624 3000
Get in touch to find out more:

Our most recent success rates were the best we have ever 
recorded, this means that more students at North Warwickshire & 
Hinckley College succeed than most other colleges in the country.

Not to mention…
 Experienced tutors from industry
 Wide range of full-time courses at all levels
 Biggest range of Apprenticeships in the area
 Great state of the art facilities  

The North Warwickshire Community Partnership (NWCP) involves the Borough and County Councils, Police, businesses and 
representatives from health and voluntary groups.  The aim is to improve North Warwickshire’s ‘community of communities’ 
and make it a place for people to live, work and visit.  The NWCP’s three themes are ‘Access to Services’; ‘Healthier 
communities’ and ‘Education, aspirations and skills.’ To prepare for the next North Warwickshire Sustainable Community 
Strategy, three events were planned to look at each of the Partnership’s priorities.

Around 50 people attended the Healthier 
Communities event, which highlighted reducing

•	 Death	rates	in	under	75s	from	cardio-vascular	
disease and cancer.

•	 Obesity	in	children	and	adults.	
•	 Accidents,	ill	health	and	injuries	caused	by	alcohol.
•	 The	number	of	people	who	smoke.

The session also focussed on improving the quality of 
life for people with mental ill health and the diagnosis of 
people with dementia.  The third event, concentrating on 
employment and skills, will take place soon. 

The Partnership will then look at how to achieve 
their targets over the next few years.

Partnership events look at access to  
services and health & wellbeing
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... foster a teenager, 
change your life and theirs!
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/fostering
Tel: 08004081556
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Call us for your free quote!

Facebook.com/kiddikatering

Party Boxes
Goody Bags

Buffets
From £3.50 per head!

Quote KIDDI10
Terms & Conditions apply

10% Off Voucher!

07791233421


