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The Council Offices, South Street, Atherstone CV9 1DE 

Open Monday – Friday  
9am – 5pm  
Tel: 01827 715341 (8.30am-5.15pm)

After 5.15pm and at weekends,  
you can leave a message with  
your details and we’ll ring you  
back on the next working day.

24 hours emergency number for  
weekends and Bank Holidays:  
01827 718086
www.northwarks.gov.uk

…is your free magazine from North Warwickshire 
Borough Council and the North Warwickshire 
Community Partnership.  It’s produced three times a year 
in March/April, July/August and November/December 
and distributed to around 27,000 homes in North 
Warwickshire and to leisure centres, libraries, community 
hubs and other venues. It’s also on the website at 
www.northwarks.gov.uk/northtalk  

A large print version can be made available and an  
audio version is produced by North Warwickshire  
Talking Newspaper.

The next issue is November/December 2014

Karen Barrow, north talk editor   
Tel: 01827 719309  
email: karenbarrow@northwarks.gov.uk

  Produced on paper from recyclable sources. Remember to recycle your north talk!

Follow us on  
Facebook and Twitter

One Stop Shop and Contact Centre

Job Centre Plus  is now based in the One Stop Shop/reception area at the Council offices. Open 9am-5pm and from 10am on Wednesdays.

Set up in 1921 in the aftermath of World War 1, The Royal 
British Legion is perhaps best known for its annual Poppy 
Appeal to mark Armistice Day on 11/11.  However, its work is 
actually far more wide-ranging, offering support to the Armed 
Forces community throughout the year.

Thanks to the generosity of those who wear their poppy with 
pride, millions of people are supported by the charity.  The 
Legion provides benefits advice, financial support and general 
household goods; helps servicemen and women to find 
work and even arranges seaside breaks and helps with small 
household repairs. 

The Legion is now making its services more accessible.  The 
new UK Contact Centre on 0808 802 8080 is open 7 days 
a week 8am-8pm, providing efficient and effective help via 
skilled advisers, many of whom are ex-service.  The website 
www.britishlegion.org.uk gives details of the wide range of 
services the Legion provides, including visiting speakers for 
community groups.

At 11pm on 4th August 1914, Britain declared war on Germany, 
ushering in one of the darkest periods in our history.  As the 
moment approached, the British Foreign Secretary Sir Edward 
Grey made the famous remark: “The lamps are going out all 
over Europe; we shall not see them lit again in our life-time.”

LIGHTS OUT is a UK-wide event, inviting everyone to turn off 
their lights from 10pm to 11pm on 4th August, leaving on 
a single light or candle for this shared moment of reflection.  
Working closely with the Royal British Legion, this will be one 
of the largest events of its kind ever seen in the UK and will 
complement the candlelit vigil held at Westminster Abbey on 
4th August.

For more information, visit www.1418NOW.org.uk and  
sign up to their free mailing list. 

LIGHTS OUT is commissioned by 14-18 NOW, WW1 
Centenary Art Commissions, supported using public funding 
by the National Lottery through Arts Council England and the 
Heritage Lottery Fund.

The Royal  
British 
Legion

LIGHTS
OUT
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SUPERSTARSWANTED

Email: specials@warwickshireandwestmercia.pnn.police.uk

The ability to help protect your community 
is just one of your skills that could help to 
make a good Special Constable.

Call: 01905 331433

www.specialswanted.co.uk

Become a Special Constable - make a difference.
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£1.7m from  
Heritage Lottery  
Fund to restore  
the Tame Valley 
Over £1.7 million has been awarded for a new scheme to restore 
the landscape of the Tame Valley in North Warwickshire and south-
east Staffordshire.  The area follows 29 km of the River Tame and 
its surrounding wetland landscape.  The project aims to restore 
both built and natural heritage features, whilst reconnecting local 
people with their environment and providing them with new skills 
and training opportunities. The funding, awarded by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, will enable a £2.5 million scheme to take place over 
the next four years. 

Led by Warwickshire Wildlife Trust, the Tame Valley Wetlands 
Landscape Partnership is made up of 18 partner organisations, 
including Parish, Borough and County Councils, the Canal & River 
Trust, Environment Agency, RSPB and Staffordshire Wildlife Trust. 
The Environment Agency is also providing significant funding. 

To get involved or to find out more, visit  
www.discovertamevalley.com and follow the  
Partnership on Twitter @thetamevalley

Around 300 people enjoyed the bouncy castle, coconut shy, laser 
quest, face painting, healthy wraps and rolls at a free event to 
celebrate the refurbished recreation ground at Dordon.  

The new play equipment is suitable for tots to teens, whilst other 
improvements include a skate area, multi-use games area as well as 
new tree and shrub planting, footpaths and boundary fences.  The small 
car park at Derek Avenue, next to the recreation ground, has also been 
improved.  The project was made possible through funding of £170,000 
from IM Properties, which owns the nearby Birch Coppice Business Park, 
£30,000 from the North Warwickshire LEADER Programme and £92,000 
from the Borough Council.

The Mayor of North Warwickshire for 2013/14, Councillor Dominic Ferro 
and Kevin Ashfield, Senior Development Director at IM Properties marked 
the occasion by cutting the ribbon for the new recreation ground.

Other sites being improved through the funding agreement with IM Properties are Abbey Green Park in 
Polesworth, Piccadilly Sports Field, Speedwell Lane Recreation Ground and the Church and Community Hall 
Grounds in Baddesley Ensor and Kitwood Avenue Recreation Ground in Dordon.

Celebration event  
for new recreation  
ground in Dordon

LEADER 
project to support  
North Warwickshire’s economy
North talk has previously reported on the LEADER 
programme, which funded a number of community 
projects.  North Warwickshire has now been awarded 
additional funding to see how it could make a further 
application.  The next round of this European initiative, 
delivered through the Department for the Environment & 
Rural Affairs (Defra), starts in January 2015 and will focus 
on creating jobs and developing the local economy.

Consultation events have already been held at IM 
Properties and Wood End Village Hall to gauge the views 
of businesses and community organisations.  A business 
survey will gather more information on the barriers 
preventing economic growth in North Warwickshire.

This information will be used to apply to Defra for the 
funding in September.  If successful, the Local Action 
Group, (LAG) responsible for managing the programme, 
will be inviting project applications from January 2015.

For more information contact Emma McKay, LEADER 
Development Officer on 01827 719356 or go to  
www.northwarks.gov.uk/leader
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New membership 
options and prices  
… at all Borough Council leisure 
centres from just £20 a month.

• Lifetimes Fitness & Classes membership 
from £20 a month.

• Lifetimes Ultimate membership includes 
access to all fitness suites and classes, studio, 
swimming, vibes & free weights at any site 
starting from £30 a month.

• Lifetimes Annual membership – pay up 
front and get two months free.

• Lifetimes Junior membership from £17 a 
month.

• Lifetimes Exercise on referral membership 
£15 a month.

• No joining fee if you pay by Direct Debit.
• Upgrades and advice on your workout 

available FREE as part of your membership.

Atherstone  
Leisure Complex  

Arley  
 

Coleshill  
Leisure Centre  

Polesworth  
 

Work is well underway on the new Coleshill Leisure Centre, 
scheduled to open in October this year.  The Centre, which is 
a joint project between the Borough Council and The Coleshill 
School, will offer a four court Sports Hall and two glass-backed 
squash courts on the ground floor.  On the first floor, there’s a 40 
station Fitness Suite, dance studio and viewing gallery. 

The steel frame is now up… brick and blockwork walls are going 
up… roof work is in progress so it will soon be watertight … the 
concrete floor base is laid … most internal walls have been done 
and mechanical and electrical work is underway.  The interior will 
include state of the art, translucent ‘Kalwall’ wall panels in the 
Sports Hall, designed to create lots of natural light.

Whilst the building work is going on, leisure centre staff  are 
sorting out the equipment, fixtures and fittings needed to 
complement the build, including Fitness Suite equipment with all 
the latest technology.

For the latest news, go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/nlc   
Email: newleisurecentreincoleshill@northwarks.gov.uk   
Tel: 01675 466022

News on the new 
Coleshill Leisure Centre

Get your 7 a day 7 days a week! 
Order your fruit and veg bag, pay a week in advance,  
collect and order for the next week.

Atherstone Daily 10am-4pm Country Veg, Market St Tel: 07974 264236

Baddesley Ensor Hub Wednesdays 12pm-3pm Village Hall Tel: 01827 718516

Birchmoor Hub Tuesdays 10.30am-12pm MIssion Hall Tel: 01827 893788

Coleshill Hub Tuesdays 11am-1pm Town Hall Tel: 01675 238309

Dordon Wednesdays 11.15am-12pm Church Hall Tel: 07974 264236

For more information, contact Lori Harvey at the Borough Council on 01827 719220;  
email: loriharvey@northwarks.gov.uk

Call in or ring:

Visit www.northwarks.gov.uk/leisure
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The Borough Council is consulting on the Draft  
Pre-Submission version of its Site Allocations Plan,  
which will form part of North Warwickshire’s Local Plan.  
This identifies sites for housing, employment and other 
types of development up to 2029.  The consultation 
runs until Thursday 21st August.

For further details, contact the Forward  
Planning Team on 01827 719499/451 or  
email: planningpolicy@northwarks.gov.uk 

All comments received will be publicly available and 
considered before the final document is produced for 
the Planning Inspectors to approve.  Documents and 
online versions of the response form are at  
www.northwarks.gov.uk/planningconsultations  or 
you can see them at the One Stop Shop in the Council 
Offices.   Copies of the questionnaire are available here 
and also from the leisure centres, community hubs and 
local libraries, including Nuneaton Library.

The Local Plan for North Warwickshire

Other areas
Nuneaton & Bedworth Borough Council - further 

work is underway to produce a version of the Borough 

Plan for a further round of consultation later in 2014.    

www.nuneatonandbedworth.gov.uk/planning

Tamworth Borough Council – a second phase of 

consultation the Draft Tamworth Local Plan will take  

place in late summer/early autumn 2014.    

www.tamworth.gov.uk/local-plan-consultation 

Birmingham City Council – the City Council 

is to submit its Plan to the Secretary of State for 

consideration later in the summer.     

www.birmingham.gov.uk/plan2031

Local services should remain local is the message from the Leader of North Warwickshire Borough Council, 
Councillor Mick Stanley.  His statement comes in the wake of ‘The Unitary Debate’, where Warwickshire County 
Council is opening discussions on one council potentially running all services in the County.

At present, the County Council is responsible for services such as schools, highways, social care, public health and 
trading standards. The five Districts and Borough Councils (North Warwickshire Borough Council, Nuneaton and 
Bedworth Borough Council, Rugby District Council, Stratford District Council and Warwick District Council) each has 
responsibility for refuse and recycling collections, Council Tax collection, street cleaning and litter clearance, planning, 
housing and leisure. The proposal would see the abolition of all the existing structures to be replaced by one or 
possibly two councils running all services.

The Borough Council has now set up a Task Group to explore how to continue providing quality local services in the 
face of future budget cuts.

One Warwickshire could  
spell end for Borough Council?

Councillor Stanley said: “We are happy to talk to and negotiate with anyone to achieve this but do not believe 
that a sterile discussion around a ‘one size fits all’ organisation based in the south of the County is the right 
way forward.   We are justly proud of our achievements in North Warwickshire as we have a track record of 
‘punching above our weight’ and being seen as ‘a partner of choice’ by local organisations.  In line with the 
previous three years, we have kept the Council Tax at ‘no increase’ for 2014/15, whilst the County Council 
has increased its Council Tax.  In addition, the Borough Council is already working with other councils and 
organisations to share services as a way of keeping our running costs low.  Councillors in North Warwickshire 
will do everything in their power to protect and enhance local services and ensure they fit the needs and 
requirements of local people.“

“

”
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In November 2013, north talk included a budget 
questionnaire for you to complete. It was also available 
online and by the closing date, 291 of you had 
responded. Questions covered your views on what level 
of Council Tax increase you would accept; where you 
would reduce spending on individual services and what 
you thought about charging for services. 

At the Council meeting in February 2014, the decision 
was a 0% increase in the Borough Council’s portion of 
the Council Tax for 2014/15. 

Go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/budgetconsultation 
for an overview of what services you would reduce.  
There were also a number of comments, which Borough 
Councillors will be considering in the coming months.  
However, some related to e.g. libraries and street 
lighting, which are provided by Warwickshire County 
Council and the Borough Council cannot comment on 
these particular services.

Do you still qualify for the Single  
Person Discount on your Council Tax? 

Nearly a third of residents in North Warwickshire receive a 
Single Person Discount giving them 25% off their Council 
Tax bills.  However, did you know that if your circumstances 
change, you must legally tell the Borough Council within 21 
days?  Otherwise, the discount is cancelled back to when 
the entitlement stopped plus there’s a £70 penalty for 
failing to let the Council know. 

The Borough Council is keen to ensure that discounts are 
only awarded to people who are entitled to them.  So, over 
the summer there will be a data matching exercise using 
the latest credit rating records to check on the cheats.  If 
you think that you are no longer entitled to a discount, 
contact the Borough Council straight away.  There is an 
amnesty until the end of July, so you won’t be fined for not 
contacting the Council within the usual 21 day period.

In arrears with your Council Tax?
If you’re behind on your Council Tax or Business Rates 
payments, you could end up in even more debt if you 
don’t ask for help.  From April this year, new charges 
have been introduced which could hit you in your 
pocket.  If the Borough Council has to hand the case 
over to a bailiff, you’ll be charged £75 and an extra 
£235 (minimum) if bailiffs have to visit your property.   
If they have to remove goods, you’ll be landed with an 
extra penalty of at least £110.

Mike Shaw, Revenues and Benefits Manager said: 
“Where we know that residents are struggling 
to cope financially, we can try and help, so I’d 
encourage people to contact us as soon as they 
are in difficulties.  However, we also have a duty 
to the 99% of people who do pay, to collect it 
from the small minority that don’t.  This may 
involve instructing bailiffs, which will regrettably 
add further costs to their debt.”

Do it online…
Over 3,000 residents have already signed up for e-billing for 
their Council Tax and setting up is simple! Just go to www.
northwarks.gov.uk/accountsonline - you’ll need an email 
address and the reference number, which is on your bill or 
statement. Sign up and you could be in with a chance of 
winning £50 in the prize draw.

If you’re on a state benefit or low income, you can now 
submit your claim for Housing Benefit or Council Tax 
Support online – no more paper forms!  Just go to  
www.northwarks.gov.uk/claim

Local Community Projects Fund
Shustoke Sailing Club, Baddesley and Grendon Youth Club and 
Water Orton’s ‘Old Salts’ Rugby Club are amongst the latest 
groups to receive funding from the Local Community Projects 
Fund.  Set up last year by the Borough Council, the fund aims 
to help individuals and groups to make a difference in their 
local communities.  £17,500 has been made available across 
the Borough and 1st September is the closing date for the next 
round of bids.

You can apply online at www.northwarks.gov.uk/
lcpf and for more information contact Jaki Douglas, 
Partnership and Development Manager on  
01827 719492; email: lcdd@northwarks.gov.uk

Your views on budget cuts for 2014/15

Money matters...

The survey said…
• 36% wanted no increase in Council Tax 
• 25% would accept a 1% increase
• 34% would accept a 2% increase
• 5% would accept an increase higher than 2%

”



‘North Warwickshire – small Borough – big business ambitions’

Almost seven years ago, Ellie Bromage  

and Dan Fraser joined apprenticeship  

schemes at BMW Plant Hams Hall.  

The plant, which first opened in 2001,  

employs around 800 local people, manufacturing small,  

low emission and fuel efficient engines for BMW and MINI cars 

that are sold all over the world.

Ellie already had a one-year computer-aided engineering 

qualification under her belt prior to arriving and Dan joined 

his apprenticeship at the age of 16 after his GCSEs.  Their 

apprenticeship route guided them through a four-year training 

scheme that consisted of one full year at college and three years 

of both academic study and practical work placements around 

the plant.

Both successfully completed their apprenticeships and were 

placed into full time jobs within the team that looks after all 

the machine tooling at the site. Three years on, they are both 

enjoying their jobs and have recently bought their first homes in 

Kingsbury and Baddesley Ensor. 

Cassidy Group has set up traineeships on their developments for local people to learn about the construction trade and enhance their skills for the employment market.
Nathan Tyler, 26 from Arley was working on a site run by Deeley’s Contractors - he had been unemployed for a number of years and just needed a break.  Nathan attended a Prince’s Trust Group, where he showed considerable promise and was nominated for a traineeship position. He had a successful interview and was taken on as a labourer to learn different trades on the site.  After working hard, Nathan really impressed Deeley’s, which resulted in them ending his traineeship and taking him on full time. 

Richard Pepper, Senior Site Manager said: “Nathan came to us with no previous building knowledge and had been unemployed for some time. Since he’s been with us, he has shown keen enthusiasm, is now a very confident young man and will soon be moving onto another local project.”

Warwickshire Integrated Offender  Management (IOM)
This scheme is successfully working with offenders to help them find work. One young offender from North Warwickshire was supported in getting a job in the automotive industry and received specific training in fork lift truck driving.  The offender is still in the job and has not gone back to offending during the last 12 months.

PDM Training and Consultancy Ltd is a 

national training provider with special 

interest in the Logistics and Transport 

sectors.  It delivers an ‘academy’ 

for Euro Car Parts at its National 

Distribution Centre in Dordon.

Matthew Taubman, 34 from 

Atherstone has been at Euro Car Parts 

for eight months after coming through 

the academy and said: “All the staff 

here have been very helpful and they’ve 

helped me to move up and get on.  It’s 

a very safe job and I’m always busy – 

in fact, I’ve just applied for a ‘Goods 

In’ vacancy where I’ll be using more 

materials handling equipment.”

Euro Car Parts’ CEO, Martin Gray, 

added: “As a growing and successful 

business, it’s critical we recruit the best 

skilled and motivated candidates.  The 

academy has been a great way of 

engaging with local people who may 

not have considered our business or 

industry before.  We invite people to 

spend time with the business, gain 

relevant skills and an exposure to the 

day-to-day work and if there’s a good 

fit we interview them for a permanent 

position.  The academy provides us with 

hardworking and enthusiastic staff, 

who might not be successful through 

traditional recruitment methods”.

For information on training and 

employment opportunities through 

the Euro Car Parts academy, contact 

PDM at enquiries@pdmtc.co.uk or 

on 01264 321340.



Students from Polesworth School and Queen 

Elizabeth School in Atherstone attended a 

Careers Fair held in the hall at Polesworth 

Sports Centre.  The event attracted 35 

employers, colleges and training providers, 

including the armed services, BMW, Bovis 

Homes, Carillion, Drayton Manor and UPS.  

Students had the opportunity to learn 

about careers, jobs, apprenticeships, further 

and higher education options and chat to 

representatives about their options.  

Polesworth students Isobel Spencer and 

Charlie Tennant added:

“As Year 9 students, we are in the process 

of choosing our GCSE options so we found 

this a great help as it allowed us to explore 

different opportunities in the careers world.  

We’d like to thank all the businesses and 

staff, who helped make this event possible 

and run smoothly.  A special thanks to North 

Warwickshire Borough Council which kindly 

sponsored the Fair. “

All the fun of the Careers Fair

Join the club!
If you’re looking for work but are struggling  to compile an eye-catching CV or need tips  on job interviews, then a Job Club is just  the ticket.  Job Clubs are at…

Arley and St Michael’s Community Centre Tuesday 10am-12pm
Atherstone, National Careers Service Borough Council’s One Stop Shop Monday - Thursday 
Contact Elaine Wainwright, Tel: 07971 483377;  Elaine.wainwright@cswp.org.uk
Atherstone, Volunteer Centre, Long Street Tuesday 1-3pm 
Tel: 01827 717073; email: info@vcnw.org.ukColeshill Community Hub, Coleshill Town Hall Friday 10am-12pm 
Contact Tony Nurser, Tel: 01675 238309; email: info@coleshillhub.org.uk
Dordon Hub, Dordon Village Hall    Wednesday 1.30-3.30pm Tel: 01827 717073; email adam.farrell@vcnw.org.ukHartshill Hub, Hartshill Community Centre   Wednesday 1-3pm 

Contact Olwyn Reid, Tel: 02476 348522;  olwyn.reid@nwmrc.co.uk

‘North Warwickshire – small Borough – big business ambitions’

Volunteering to  
confidence and  
employment

This new project aims to help  
people who are unemployed through volunteering,  

training and support.  If you are unemployed and call in at 

the Volunteer Centre, you will have an initial assessment 

and will then be referred to:

• the Job Clubs at the Volunteer Centre or Dordon  

(see left) 
• the supported volunteering project (funded by the  

European Social Fund)
• the weekly I.T skills session
• an external agency for specialist advice 

To access this new project:

• Ring 01827 717073 to book a one to one chat to talk 

about ‘Volunteering to Confidence and Employment’

• Visit the Job Clubs at the Volunteer Centre or Dordon  

Village Hall           
• Drop into the weekly I.T session each Friday between  

10am and 12pm
• Do it online at www.vcnw.org.uk/employment                             

Talent Match is a Big Lottery funded programme targeting young people aged 18-24, who have difficulties gaining the skills they need to get a job. A number of young people will be supported directly into jobs or apprenticeships.  Each young person will receive a tailored package of support, which includes assigning them a dedicated ‘peer mentor’ to support them through the project.

A number of organisations will be providing individual programmes as part of the project. These might be construction courses, personal development, sports or activity based programmes and counselling support.  Many of these courses will be accredited and learners will be able to progress onto further learning or employment opportunities. In addition young people will be able to take 

part in work experience and volunteering opportunities.
All aspects of the programme are fully funded and are therefore free of charge. For more information, contact David White,  Project Coordinator on 02476 321958 or email: david.white@cswp.org.uk

North Warwickshire’s got Talent Match! 
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It’s not too 
late to apply!
There’s sTill Time for your son/daughTer To 
apply for a course sTarTing This sepTember!

www.nwhc.ac.uk 024 7624 3000

Get in touch to find out more:

We have a range of full-time courses and Apprenticeship programmes 
at all levels, so we’ll make sure they are on the right course for them.
 
Whether they know what they want to do or are still unsure, our wide range 
of subject areas will guarantee they are on the right track, whether they want 
to go on to university or into full-time employment.

the.college@nwhc.ac.uk 

Check out our website for more information:

Energy Saving Solutions

Call us or visit rockwarm.co.uk for more information.

024 7634 5554
ROCKWARM.CO.UK // EXTERNAL WALL, CAVITY & LOFT INSULATION

Energy Saving Solutions

Give your home a face lift and make savings on your energy bills at the same time!

Rockwarm are working as a Green Deal Approved Installer to deliver generous grants for External Wall Insulation.

From 1st June 2014, Rockwarm has access to the                                      
Government-backed Green Deal Home Improvement Fund, 
worth up to £6000 towards such works. 

All homeowners qualify for this grant - you do 
NOT need to be on benefits.

Rockwarm are a local family run business with 30 years of              
experience delivering first class installations. 

Call us now to have an energy efficiency survey completed on 
your home and to gain an accurate quote.

C
lai

m Up to £6000 Cashbac
k £

£6,000 grants are now available!

Semi Detached Home 
Typical Installation cost for EWI: £8,000 
Grants Available:                 £6,000

Customer to pay:                   £2,000

Before After Before After

Mid-Terrace Home 
Typical Installation cost for EWI:   £6,000 
Grants Available:                £4,500

Customer to pay:                    £1,500
In association with 
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Recycling rate’s on the up!

Children from five North Warwickshire schools took part in 
an ‘Environmental Explorers’ event at Coombe Country Park.  
In the first activity, the children dressed up in costumes and 
used props to explore the key messages of biodiversity and 
sustainability.  They learnt how life cycles and the biodiversity 
of species can be affected by changes in the habitat, how 
to encourage animals into the differing habitats within the 
school grounds and gardens and then explored different 
habitats including grassland and woodland, identifying 
differences in their biodiversity. 

During the afternoon, interactive and creative games taught 
the children the importance of Reduce -  Reuse – Recycle 
and they discussed ways of cutting waste at school.  Every 
child then had the opportunity to ‘up-cycle’ a seed pot and 
plant some seeds to take back home or to school.

Thanks to your efforts, North Warwickshire has now doubled the amount of recycling to around 50%!   
To keep up the good work, here’s a quick reminder of what goes where in your 3 Bins.

RECYCLABLE
WASTE

FOOD AND
GARDEN
WASTE

HOUSEHOLD
WASTE

Use the container insert for paper and cardboard and 
put the other recyclables into the main bin.

CONTAINER INSERTRED LID BIN

 

 

HOUSEHOLD
WASTE

FOOD AND
GARDEN
WASTE

RECYCLABLE
WASTE

CONTAINER INSERTRED LID BIN

 

 

HOUSEHOLD
WASTE

FOOD AND
GARDEN
WASTE

RECYCLABLE
WASTE

CONTAINER INSERTRED LID BIN

 

 

HOUSEHOLD
WASTE

FOOD AND
GARDEN
WASTE

RECYCLABLE
WASTE

Use the grey kitchen caddy to store the food 
waste in your kitchen until it’s ready for the 
green bin. Wrap the food in newspaper or 
use compostable liners or simply put the 
food directly into the green bin.

For hints and tips on using  
up your leftovers go to  
www.lovefoodhatewaste.com

For the remaining waste that can’t 
be recycled. e.g. crisp packets, plastic 
bags, polythene, polystyrene and 
cling film. 

Environmental Explorers
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How many of you wash an uncooked chicken or chicken portions under the cold tap before cooking?  
Did you realise that you could actually be spreading bacteria around your kitchen, which can 
cause a nasty case of food poisoning?  The advice from the Borough Council’s Food Hygiene 
Inspectors is that raw poultry can go straight from the packaging to the pan, as the heat from 
the cooking process will kill all the bugs.  Just make sure you clean up any splashes and wash 
your hands with soap and hot water after handling raw chicken. 

Chicken and other poultry carry the campylobacter bug, which is the most common cause 
of food poisoning in the UK.  Food poisoning usually develops a few days after eating 
contaminated food and can last up to 10 days.  Symptoms include abdominal pain, severe 
diarrhoea and sometimes vomiting, which can be severe in young children and older people.

Ex-vermin-ate!
The Dog Warden 
Service has issued 
37 fines of £80 since 
2013.  In addition, 
one resident received 
a formal caution for 
obstructing an officer 
after providing false 
details and another 
resident was prosecuted in court for dog 
fouling, when they refused to pay their 
fixed penalty fine.  Instead of paying 
£80, they were ordered by the court 
to pay £675 and received a criminal 
conviction as well. 

If you spot anyone leaving their 
dog’s poo or littering, you can report 
the incident in strict confidence to 
the Borough Council on 01827 
715341; email environmentalhealth@
northwarks,gov.uk or go to www.
northwarks.gov.uk/dogs

Animal licensing
Did you realise that the Borough Council 
is responsible for licensing the following?

• Dog boarding (including home 
boarding) – a business at a premises, 
including a private home, providing 
accommodation for people’s cats or 
dogs.

• Dog breeding – any establishment 
including a private home, where 
five or more litters of puppies are 
produced for sale each year.

• Pet shops – selling animals as pets. 
• Riding establishments – keeping 

horses for hire for riding or riding 
instruction.

• Dangerous wild animals. 
• Zoos.

Environmental Health staff inspect the 
premises at least once a year to check 
them and ensure that the welfare of 
the animals is a priority.   If you have 
any concerns or think premises are 
operating without a licence, contact: 
environmentalhealth@northwarks.gov.uk 
or ring 01827 719351.

Bacteria, bugs and beasties…

• Make sure the fridge 
temperature is running below 
5°C  

• Don’t overfill the fridge.  This 
allows air to circulate and 
maintains the set temperature.

• Store raw poultry at the bottom 
of the fridge and wrap or cover it 
to avoid raw juices contaminating 
other foods.

• Stop the spread of bacteria by 
removing clutter and washing 
worktops before and after food 
preparation.

• Wash hands thoroughly with 
soap and warm water before 
preparing food and after 
handling raw food such as 
chicken.

• Thoroughly wash and clean all 
utensils, chopping boards and 
surfaces used to prepare raw 
chicken.

• Always use a chopping board.  
You should use separate 
chopping boards for raw and 
ready to eat food.

• Wash or change dish cloths, tea 
towels and sponges regularly and 
let them dry before you use them 
again.  Dirty, damp cloths are 
the perfect place for bacteria to 
breed.

• Cook chicken thoroughly until 
it is steaming hot in the middle.  
Cut into the thickest part and 
check there is no pink meat and 
that the juices run clear.  

www.food.gov.uk/chicken

Food hygiene tips…

Foul!
Fleas, bedbugs, cockroaches, carpet beetles, wasps, rats, mice 
and moles - they could be infesting your home or lurking in your 
garden.  The Borough Council’s Pest Control Service has treated 
them all and last year received over 860 requests for help.  

The service is available to all householders and tenants and can undertake commercial 
contracts subject to a quote.  Look on the website, call or email for advice or for a free 
quotation on 01827 715341 or email pestcontrol@northwarks.gov.uk
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Crossroads Trust
Crossroads Trust is a new organisation in North Warwickshire, set 
up to offer support services for ex-offenders.  The aim is to break 
the cycle of re-offending and so promote safer communities. 
The service will work with ex-offenders moving back into North 
Warwickshire on their release from prison through a peer mentoring 
programme.  Crossroads will also support individuals, who have already resettled 
but are struggling to cope with their new life. The package of support could include looking at 
immediate accommodation needs, accessing benefits, registering with healthcare providers and identifying 
organisations to help with training and finding a job. 

John Beesley, Crossroads Trust Operations Manager said:

“When someone leaves prison they are often facing a 
crossroad. They can either take the past road to a life of crime, 
which will always ultimately end up with them going back 
inside. Or they can take the straight road to becoming a law 
abiding citizen. Taking the straight road will not be easy and no 
doubt they will face many potholes along the way, which can 
cause a relapse. Our peer mentors are living proof they can do 
it and change their lives for the better.” 

Crossroads has a team of around 
30 volunteers. Some have previous 
convictions and are now leading law 
abiding lives.  Others have professional 
backgrounds and include three 
Probation Officers, a former prison 
officer, policewoman and even an FA 
soccer coach. 

The service is based at Warwickshire 
CAVA on Coleshill Road,  
Tel: 0333 7720048;  
enquiries@crossroadstrust.org.uk;  
www.crossroadstrust.org.uk

SELLING AND RECEIVING 
STOLEN GOODS IS A CRIME.

A Bargain for you?

Buy, Buy Bye Bye!

Low Cost Real Cost!

More than you
 bargained for!

www.safeinwarwickshire.com/stolengoods @SafeInWarks SafeinWarwickshire
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Stolen goods BIG POSTER PRINT.pdf   4   21/05/2014   13:28

Area Forum North  
Thursday 4th September

Warton Nethersole Primary School 
Thursday 20th November 

Area Forum East  
Thursday 11th September 
Thursday 4th December  

Area Forum South 
Thursday 18th September

Coleshill Town Hall 
Thursday 2nd December

Area Forum West  
Thursday 25th September

Piccadilly Community Centre 
Thursday 27th November

Area Forums Here are the dates for the next round of Area Forum meetings

Meetings usually start at 6.30pm after half an hour for the police ‘surgery.’   
For details of venues, check www.northwarks.gov.uk/areaforums or keep an eye on your  

Parish Council noticeboard. All welcome to find out what’s happening in your area. 

Safer communities 
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Mobile Care Services Ltd  

How else can we support you? 

Our high quality and reliable service may include: 

 Washing/Bathing  Laundry/Ironing  Companionship 

 Shopping  Bed Making  Meal Preparation 

 Assistance with Medication  Visiting Friends  Rise/Retirement 

 Dressing/Undressing  Hospital/GP Visits  Domestic Cleaning 

 24 Hour Care  Reablement  
 

Whether you require just a little help or more complex support, 
we are here to support you in remaining independent in your 

home and the community. 
 

If you would like more information about the services we can 
provide for you or a member of your family, please contact us. 

 
Mobile Care Services Ltd 

01827 715537 
enquiries@mobilecareservices.com 

www.mobilecareservices.com 

A REWARDING CAREER OPPORTUNITY 
 

We are looking to recruit enthusiastic 
and motivated individuals in your local 
area to join our Award Winning Care 
Teams that really do make a positive 
difference to people’s everyday lives. 

 
 

Please contact us for more information. 
 

Time to put away your slippers?
... foster a teenager, change your life and theirs!

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/fostering Tel: 08004081556
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fostering ads 202-139.pdf   3   06/11/2013   16:45
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Nightingales Farm, Bentley, Atherstone CV9 2JR

Telephone: 01827 716551
Email: info.19gales@gmail.com

Our own beef and pork - sweet and savoury pies -  
bread & cakes - locally sourced fruit and veg

A real working farm in beautiful countryside

www.19gales.co.uk

FARM SHOP
OPEN:

Friday & Saturday 9am-5pm, 
Sunday 10am-4pm

The Largest Secondhand Bookshop 
in the Midlands

August Bank Holiday Sale 
23rd, 24th & 25th August 2014

Thousands of books at 50p and 

15% off all main shop stock

Astley Lane, Bedworth CV12 0NE
Open 10.00am - 5.00 pm every day.

T: 02476 490235  W: www.astleybookfarm.com  

    
  WILLOW CENTRE

We also stock leading brands:  
Brasher, Bridgedale, Country Innovation,  
Healthy Back Bag, Paramo, Stealth Gear,  

Ridgeline and Tilley

•	Top	quality	Bird	Food:		
Nuts,	Seed,	Sunflower	Hearts,		

Fat	Balls	and	Cake
•	Bird	Feeders:	All	sizes	and	types	

•	Bird	Tables,	Nest	Boxes			
•	Brasher	Boots	and	Shoes			

•	Books,	CD’s,	DVD’s
•	Nikwax	Waterproofing	Products

Church Lane, Corley, Coventry CV7 8BA 
Tel: 01676 540501/542476   

e-mail: enquiries@focusoptics.eu

www.focusoptics.eu

 
Showrooms

Open Monday  
to Saturday 
9am-5pm

at Focus Optics

Specialists	in	Binoculars		
&	Telescopes

We carry one of the largest  
displays of optical  
instruments in the  
UK, for you to test  
in field conditions  
on our reserve. 
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