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1 Residential Site Options 

Atherstone and Mancetter 

Site Code: ATH14 (Atherstone Football Ground) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 2.24HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

This site is within 600m of the shops at Lister Road, although none of these houses a Post Office.  St 

Marys Church is just within 600m walking distance of the site.  There is a bus stop within 250m on 

Repington Avenue and this service will take people to Atherstone Bus Station on a Monday – Saturday 3 

times a day.  An overall minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  This site is within 600m of St Marys Church 

which has a room that is available for hire so a minor positive effect is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The nearest doctors surgery is over 1km away at Ratcliffe 

Road and there are no public footpaths within 600m of the site, although the Royal Meadow Playing 

Fields can be accessed within 500m walking distance.  An overall minor positive effect on this objective is 

therefore likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This site is relatively small (2.24ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 500m of the playing fields at Royal Meadow Drive and is adjacent to the Public House Bodaceas.  

An overall minor positive effect is therefore likely.  While the site is currently occupied by the football 

club this would be replaced by the new development.   

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- The site is relatively small at 2.24 ha and a primarily greenfield site (football ground/pitch) and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.  The HEA found that this site is 

of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for impact on archaeology (on features 

associated with the nearby Saxon site) and of low sensitivity to the potential impact on the historic 

landscape, as the area is already covered by modern development.  Therefore, the development of this 

site could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage 

uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the 

planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved through Evaluation 

Trial Trenching.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 100m of the River 

Anker, Potential Local Wildlife Site which may have a significant negative effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (2.24 ha) and on primarily greenfield land and is therefore likely to 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land and therefore is likely to have a minor negative effect with 

relation to soil. 

In addition, further capacity will be required at Atherstone sewage treatment works to accommodate 

further development.  The site is also within a principal or secondary aquifer and a ground water 

vulnerability zone which may have an overall significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

--? While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is partially within flood zones 2 and 3 so there maybe a significant negative effect on this 

objective, although it may be possible to steer development to the area that is not within the flood zone.  

In its consultation response in relation to this site the Environment Agency noted the presence of flood 

zone 3 land within the site and the need for further assessment.  It also commented on the Innage Brook 

which lies within the site and the need to ensure a buffer around the watercourse is provided. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  This site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (sand and gravel) and is 

therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 250m of a public transport 

link at Repington Avenue, although it is not within walking distance of a town centre so a minor positive 

effect is likely overall. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials.  This is a small primarily greenfield site (2.24 ha) and is therefore likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

++ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route and of an allocated 

employment site so a significant positive effect is likely. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

over 800m away from the nearest school (Racemeadow Primary) so could have a minor negative effect 

on this objective. 
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Site Code: ATH17 (Vero Works) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.17ha’s Building Conversion/Redevelopment site 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is located within the Town centre and is within 350m of the Post Office.  The Atherstone Leisure 

Centre and Library is within 350m of the site, whilst the railway station is just over 300m away.  The bus 

station is within 80m of the site and there is a Doctors Surgery over the road under 50m away. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of Atherstone Memorial 

Hall which is available for hire. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The site is within 50m of the Doctors Surgery. There is an 

area of public open space at Meadow Road within 600m of the site.  The site is within 600m of the AE76 

public footpath and the canal towpath is easily accessible. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is small at 0.17ha and will have a minor positive 

effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 600m of The White Bear and Wheatsheaf Inn (although this is closed), The White Lion, The Red 

Lion and Three Tuns.  The site is within 600m of the AE76 footpath and of the openspace at Meadow 

Road, which also has play equipment.  The site is also within 600m of the facilities listed in Objective 1 

above. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.17 ha and a brownfield site and so it may 

have a negligible effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

impact on the possible medieval features located within the historic settlement core with regards to 

archaeology and the impact upon the historic character of the settlement core with regards to the historic 

landscape. The site is of low sensitivity to development in relation for the impact on settings of 

designated assets and views from designated assets. Therefore, the development of this site could have 

a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they 

will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning 

application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by building within the 

existing plots and sympathetic development of the site. For this site an assessment of the significance of 

the key heritage assets and the appropriate design response will be necessary at the planning application 

stage.   
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site within 350m of Merevale Park 

which is a designated Historic Park and Garden. The site is also within 150m of a potential wildlife site 

(Thorn Spinney).  The site is within 200m of a TPO, this will not affect the site as there is built up 

development surrounding the site 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

0 Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.17 ha) sites and on brownfield land and is  likely to have a negligible 

effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? The site is within the town centre and not in agricultural use so there is likely to be a negligible effect in 

relation to soils. 

Additional capacity will be required at Atherstone STW to accommodate further development.  The site is 

within a principal or secondary aquifer and a ground water vulnerability zone which may have a 

significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect.  

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (sand and gravel) and therefore a minor negative effect is likely. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

++ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 100m of Atherstone Bus 

Station and is located in Atherstone Town Centre. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small brownfield site (0.17ha) and is likely to have a negligible effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation so a minor positive effect on this objective is likely. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

not within 600m of a school. 
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Site Code: ATH18 (Britannia Mill, Coleshill Road) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.42ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is within 250m of the Holy Trinity Church, which is also available as a community centre. There 

is a bus route on Coleshill Road and this service (operated by the number 763) will take people to 

Atherstone Bus Station where they can catch a bus to Atherstone Bus Station on a Monday – Saturday 

twice a day.  The site is less than 350m away from the Bus Station.  The town centre (including the Post 

Office) is within 600m of the site resulting in a significant positive effect. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre 

at the Trinity Church. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The Doctors surgery is within 600m at Station Road.  The site 

is within 600m of the AE90 and AE92 footpaths and .access can also be gained on to the canal towpath. 

The AE90 leads to public open space known as the Outwoods.  

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small at  0.42ha  and will have a minor 

positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 600m of The Barge and Bridge and Maid of the Mill Public Houses.  The site is within 600m of the 

AE90 and AE92 footpath, leading to the Outwoods (open space) and the facilities listed in Objective 1. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is relatively small at 0.42 ha and a brownfield 

site and so it may have a negligible effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

impact on the Britannia hat factory and workers housing with regards to archaeology and the impact on 

preserved industrial landscape with regards to the historic landscape. Therefore, the development of this 

site could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage 

uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the 

planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by preservation of 

the factory building. For this site an assessment of the significance of the key heritage assets and the 

appropriate design response will be necessary at the planning application stage.   
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 1km from the RIGS Site 

and Local Wildlife Site known as Rawn Hill. The site is adjacent a potential wildlife site. The site is within 

250m of a TPO but there is expected to be no effect as there is development in between.  In their 

consultation responses in relation to this site, Warwickshire Wildlife Trust and Natural England both noted 

the proximity of the Coventry Canal Potential Local Wildlife Site and stated that the canal should be 

buffered (the Wildlife Trust suggested a minimum of a 10m buffer), and that protected species may be 

an issue at this site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

0 Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.42 ha) sites and on brownfield land and is  likely to have a negligible 

effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? The site is not Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land so there is likely to be a negligible effect in relation to 

soil. 

Additional capacity will be required at Atherstone STW to accommodate further development.  The site is 

not within any other hydrological zones and so may have a significant negative effect in relation to 

hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area resulting in a minor negative 

effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a transport link at 

Coleshill Road and it is also within 600m of Atherstone Bus Station, although it is not within walking 

distance of the town centre. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small brownfield site (0.42) and is likely to have a negligible effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

not within 600m of any schools. 
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Site Code: ATH20 (Land at Holly Lane)  Safeguarded site (pending allocation)   RESIDENTIAL 34.79 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is not within 600m of any existing community services and facilities so a minor negative effect 

on this objective is likely.   

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre so a negligible effect on this objective is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The nearest doctors surgery is over 600m away at Ratcliffe 

Road.  There are no public footpaths within 600m of the site but the site is adjacent the Royal Meadow 

Drive Playing fields so an overall minor positive effect is likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This site is large at 34.79ha and will therefore have a 

significant positive effect.  The site could provide all of Atherstone’s identified housing requirement. 

 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 600m of the playing fields at Royal Meadow Drive and is within 500m of the Public House 

Bodaceas but no other recreational and cultural facilities are within walking distance so an overall minor 

positive effect is likely.  

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

--? The site is a large (34.79 ha) greenfield site and so development here may have a significant negative 

effect on this objective.  

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for the 

possible impact on features associated with the nearby Saxon site with regards to archaeology. and the 

historic landscape. The site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the historic landscape, the 

potential impact on the settings of designated assets and the impact on views from designated assets.  

Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some 

mitigation may be achieved through trial trenching and Screening site from nearby Listed Buildings is 

recommended. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 19                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-- Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is more than 1km from any 

designated geodiversity sites although a Potential Local Wildlife Site (River Anker) runs through part of 

the site so there may be a significant negative effect overall. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  This site is large (34.79 ha) and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

significant negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so a minor negative effect is likely in relation to soil.  

In addition, extra capacity will be required at Atherstone STW to accommodate further development.  

The site is also within a principal or secondary aquifer and a ground water vulnerability zone so there 

may be an overall significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

--? While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is within flood zone 3, which may have a significant effect on this objective and a SFRA Level 2 

will be needed at the development stage.  The prospective developer has been carrying out work in 

relation to this issue and is indicating that this site will no longer be within the floodplain. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  This site lies 

within a Minerals Consultation Area (sand and gravel). 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link at Warwick Drive, but is not within walking distance of a town centre so an overall minor positive 

effect is likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a large greenfield site (34.79ha) and is therefore likely to have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

++ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of both a bus service/route and an allocated 

employment site (Holly lane Industrial Estate) so a significant positive effect is likely. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

over 600m away from the nearest school so there could be a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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Site Code: ATH21 (Arden Hill Centre, 55 South Street) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.41ha  

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is located within 600m of the Town Centre.  The bus station is within 600m of the site, with the 

Council Offices, CAB on Welcome Street and The Partnership Centre (Age Concern and Community 

groups) and Trinity Church on Coleshill Road all within 500m of the site.  

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of the trinity church 

hall which is available for hire. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The site is within 500m of the Doctors Surgery. There is an 

area of public open space at Meadow Road within 500m of the site.  The site is within 600m of the AE76 

public footpath and the canal towpath is easily accessible. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 0.41ha and will have a minor positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 600m of The Black horse and Old Swan Inn, The White Horse and The Red Lion.  The site is within 

600m of the AE76 footpath and of the open space at Meadow Road and off Church Walk/Manor Road, 

Mancetter, both of which have play equipment.  The site is also within 600m of the facilities listed in 

Objective 1 above including the Grove Sports and Social Club at Cooks Close. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 The site is a small brownfield one and so there is likely to be a negligible effect. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site lies within an area of low sensitivity to development in relation to the 

potential for impacts on archaeology and historic landscape located within post 1955 development. 

Therefore, the development of this site could have a negligible effect on this objective.  However, all 

effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, 

which is not known until the planning application stage.  For this site the HEA indicates that 

fragmentation, removal or amalgamation of boundaries should be avoided. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site within 350m of Merevale Park 

which is a designated Historic Park and Garden. The site is within 350m of a potential wildlife site and the 

site is covered by a blanket TPO. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

0 Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.41 ha) sites and on brownfield land and is  likely to have a negligible 

effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? The site is not on grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land and so there is likely to be a negligible effect on this 

objective in relation to soils. 

Additional capacity will be required at Atherstone STW to accommodate further development.  The site is 

partly within a principal or secondary aquifer and a ground water vulnerability zone which may have a 

significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, development of new housing on greenfield land would increase 

the area of impermeable surfaces and could therefore increase overall flood risk, particularly where the 

sites are large in size or are within high risk flood zones.   

The site is outside the flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, and is likely to have a negligible effect.  

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area (sand and gravel and crushed rock) resulting in a minor 

negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

++ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of Atherstone Bus 

Station and the town centre. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small brownfield site (0.41ha) and is likely to have a negligible effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of Oakwood Primary school and may have a minor positive effect. 

Site Code: ATH22 (Land at Holly Lane) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 12.29 HA’S (OUTSIDE FLOODZONE AREAS) 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is not within 600m of any community facilities such as shops (the nearest ones being over 1km 

away at Lister Road), Libraries, Schools, Churches etc.  There is a bus stop on Warwick Drive around 

300m away and this service will take people to Atherstone Bus Station on a Monday – Saturday 3 times a 

day. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The nearest Doctors surgery is over 600m away at Ratcliffe 

Road.  There are no public footpaths within 600m of the site but the site is adjacent the Royal Meadow 

Drive Playing fields. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is large at 12.29 ha and will have a significant 

positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 600m of the playing fields at Royal Meadow Drive.  The site is within 500m away from the Public 

House Bodaceas.  

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

--? As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is a large Greenfield site (12.29ha) and so it may 

have a significant negative effect on this objective.  It is noted that in its consultation response regarding 

this site Natural England suggested that the design of the development should be carefully landscaped to 

be compatible with the surrounding countryside and to incorporate green infrastructure. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for the 

possible impact on features associated with the nearby Saxon site with regards to archaeology. and the 

historic landscape. The site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the historic landscape, the 

potential impact on the settings of designated assets and the impact on views from designated assets. 

Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some 

mitigation may be achieved through Trial Trenching and Screening from Listed Buildings. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-- Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is more than 1km from any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites. The potential local wildlife site (River Anker) runs through 

part of the site which may have a significant negative effect.  It is also noted that in its consultation 

response, Natural England noted the proximity of the site to the River Anker Local Wildlife Site and 

suggested that if development is taken forward here, a green corridor should be left undeveloped on 

either site of the river.  It would also be necessary to carry out appropriate surveys to establish the 

presence of water vole and otters at the site and the proposals for the site may need to be amended 

accordingly.  Warwickshire Wildlife Trust also noted the presence of the River Anker and the need for a 

buffer. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is large (12.29 ha) sites and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a 

significant negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a minor negative effect in relation to soils.   

Additional capacity will be required at Atherstone STW to accommodate further development.  The site is 

within a principal or secondary aquifer and a ground water vulnerability zone which may have a 

significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

It is noted that there is a small area of higher risk flood zone adjacent to Innage Brook within this site, as 

reflected in the Environment Agency’s consultation comment in relation to this site.  However, the area is 

very small and the remainder of the site is outside of flood zones 2 and 3.  Therefore a negligible effect is 

likely overall. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible (0). 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within Minerals Consultation area (sand and gravel) resulting in a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link at Warwick Drive, although it is not within walking distance of the town centre. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a large Greenfield site (12.29) and is likely to have a significant negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

++ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of both a bus service/route and an allocated 

employment site (Holly lane Industrial Estate) so is likely to have a significant positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

over 600m away from the nearest school. 
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Site Code: MAN1 (Former Mancetter School Playing Field) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 1.19HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  The 

site is less than 100m away from the bus route which offers a frequent service to 

Atherstone/Nuneaton/Coventry (Service 765 and 48). There is also the 762 service which operates 

Monday to Saturday, 3 times a day and goes to various locations within Atherstone. The Post Office is 

just over the Road, around 50m away (depending on the site access) on Manor Road.  The Village Hall is 

in Old Farm Road and can be reached within 110m.  The nearest Church is St Peters and that is within 

300m of the site.  The nearest school is St Benedicts Catholic Primary School and that is within 300m of 

the site in Church Walk. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m walking distance of the 

Village Hall on Old Farm Road. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no Doctors Surgery in Mancetter, the nearest being in 

Atherstone over 600m away.  The nearest public open space is 300m away at Mancetter Recreation 

Playing Fields as it is assumed that the former school playing field will be lost to the development..  The 

AE93 is within 300m of the site starting at St Benedicts School and the AE94 crosses the playing fields. 

The AE97 and AE98 are also within 600m of the site at Mill Lane. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 1.19ha and will have a minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 200m of the Plough Public House.  The nearest public open space is less than 300m at Mancetter 

Recreation Playing Fields.  The AE93 is within 300m of the site starting at St Benedicts School and the 

AE94 crosses the playing fields. The AE97 and AE98 are also within 600m of the site at Mill Lane.  The 

site is also within 600m of a range of facilities as listed in objective 1. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- The site is 1.19 ha and a Greenfield site and so it may have a minor negative effect on this objective.  In 

its consultation response in relation to this site, Natural England noted a preference to retain this site as 

greenspace but stated that if it is to be developed, they would like to see opportunities taken to build in 

green infrastructure. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of high sensitivity to development in relation to archaeology. The site is 

located immediately to the north of the Mancetter Roman Fort and has been investigated via 

archaeological trial trenching. The impact on the historic landscape is of low sensitivity as the area is 

already covered by modern development. Therefore, the development of this site could have a significant 

negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be 

influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application 

stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by Strip, Map and Sample. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  There is a large Local Wildlife Site less 

than 250m away at the River Anker. There is a TPO within 150m but there is built development between 

the TPO and the site so no effect would be expected from the new development. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (1.19ha) sites and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a minor negative effect in relation to soils.  It 

is currently rough pasture land 

The site is within both a primary/secondary aquifer and groundwater vulnerability zone and additional 

capacity will be needed at Atherstone STW which may have a significant negative effect in relation to 

hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area and so is expected to have a 

minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a transport link but 

not a town centre.  



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 35                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small Greenfield site (1.19ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation.  

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m walking distance of St Benedict’s RC School. 
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Site Code: MAN2 (Land at Church Walk) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.35HA  

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  The 

site is less than 100m away from the bus route which offers a frequent service to 

Atherstone/Nuneaton/Coventry (Service 765 and 48). There is also the 762 service which operates 

Monday to Saturday, 3 times a day and goes to various locations within Atherstone. The Post Office is 

just over the Road, around 50m away (depending on the site access) on Manor Road.  The Village Hall is 

in Old Farm Road and can be reached within 300m.  The nearest Church is St Peters and that is within 

400m of the site.  The nearest school is St Benedicts Catholic Primary School and that is within 250m of 

the site in Church Walk. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m walking distance of the 

Village Hall on Old Farm Road. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no Doctors Surgery in Mancetter, the nearest being in 

Atherstone over 600m away.  The nearest public open space is just over 200m at Mancetter Recreation 

Playing Fields.  The AE93 is within 250m of the site starting at St Benedicts School and the AE94 crosses 

the playing fields. The AE97 and AE98 are also within 600m of the site at Mill Lane. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 0.93ha and will have a minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

just over.  The site is within 350m of the Plough Public House.  The nearest public open space is just over 

200m at Mancetter Recreation Playing Fields.  The AE93 is within 250m of the site starting at St 

Benedicts School and the AE94 crosses the playing fields. The AE97 and AE98 are also within 600m of 

the site at Mill Lane.  The site is also within 600m of a range of facilities as listed in objective 1. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- The site is 0.93 ha and a Greenfield site and so it may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of high sensitivity to development in relation to archaeology. The site is 

located immediately to the north of the Mancetter Roman Fort and has been investigated via 

archaeological trial trenching. The impact on the historic landscape is of low sensitivity as the area is 

already covered by modern development. Therefore, the development of this site could have a significant 

negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be 

influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application 

stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by Strip, Map and Sample. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  There is a large Local Wildlife Centre less 

than 350m away at the River Anker. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.93ha) sites and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a minor negative effect in relation to soils.  It 

is currently rough pasture land 

The site is within both a primary/secondary aquifer and groundwater vulnerability zone and additional 

capacity will be needed at Atherstone STW which may have a significant negative effect in relation to 

hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect.  

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area and is therefore expected to 

have a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small Greenfield site (0.93ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m walking distance of a school. 
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Site Code: ATH1 (Land adj South of Atherstone Station/Merevale Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 1.19HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

This site is within 600m of the Atherstone Leisure Centre and Atherstone Library and within 500m of the 

Trinity Church on Coleshill Road.  The site is within 600m of the Railway Station and within 600m of the 

Town Centre with a wide variety of shops.  The Bus Station is within 550m of the site with frequent bus 

services to Nuneaton, Coventry, Tamworth and surrounding areas.  A significant positive effect is 

therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of the Trinity Church 

which has rooms available for hire; therefore a minor positive effect is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The nearest doctors surgery is over 600m away although the 

site is less than 600m from the AE76 footpath and the canal towpath is within metres of the site.  An 

overall minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (1.19 ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  This site is 

within 600m of a range of community facilities (listed in objective 1) and has easy access to footpaths 

and the canal towpath.  The Kings Head Public House is within 400m of the site and there is a fully 

equipped play area and open space 500m away at Westwood Road as well as a smaller play area at 

Minions Close within 250 metres of the site.  A significant positive effect is therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  This site is small (1.19ha) and on greenfield land; 

therefore it is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective.. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.  The HEA found that this site is 

of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for impacts on archaeology and historic 

landscape with some potential on relatively undisturbed pre 1955 allotments.  Therefore, the 

development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this objective.  However, all effects are at 

this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known 

until the planning application stage.  The HRA recommends trial trenching for determining 

presence/absence of any archaeology.   
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is more than 1km from any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. This site is small (1.19 ha) and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land) so is likely to have a minor 

negative effect in relation to soils. 

Additional capacity will be required at Atherstone STW to accommodate further development.  The site is 

also within a principal or secondary aquifer and a ground water vulnerability zone which may have an 

overall significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  This site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Sand and gravel and crushed 

rock) and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

++ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) and the town centre and is therefore likely to have a significant positive effect. 
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16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small (1.19ha) greenfield site and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible.  

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an 

employment site allocation, so a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  This site is 

over 600m away from the nearest school so development here may have a minor negative effect. 
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Site Code: ATH2 (Adj canal and South of Watling Street) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 4.86HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is within 600m of the Atherstone Leisure Centre and Atherstone Library as well as the Trinity 

Church on Coleshill Road.  The site is within 600m of the Railway Station and the town centre with a wide 

variety of shops.  The Bus Station is just over 600m of the site, but there is a bus route within 600m on 

Station Street operating a frequent bus services to Nuneaton and surrounding areas.  A significant 

positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of the Trinity Church 

which has rooms available for hire and so there will be a minor positive effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The nearest doctors surgery is over 600m away although the 

site is less than 600m from the AE76 footpath and the canal towpath is within metres of the site.  An 

overall minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small at 4.86ha and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  This site is 

within 600m of a range of community facilities (listed in objective 1) and has easy access to footpaths 

and the canal towpath.  The Kings Head Public House is within 400m of the site and this distance may be 

reduced if a new access is made.  There is a fully equipped play area and open space 600m away at 

Westwood Road and a smaller play area at Minions Close within 300 metres of the site.  A significant 

positive effect is therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is relatively small (4.86 ha) and a greenfield site, 

so it may have a minor negative effect on this objective.  

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site lies partly within an area of medium sensitivity to development in relation 

to the potential for impacts on archaeology and historic landscape on relatively undisturbed old 

allotments. The site also lies south of Watling Street with some potential for unrecorded Roman features. 

Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this objective.  However, 

all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, 

which is not known until the planning application stage.  The HEA recommends trial trenching for 

determining the presence/absence of any archaeology.   
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is within 1km of a RIGS site at 

Purley Quarry and Rawn Hill and a SSSI at Bentley Woods.  It is also within 1km of a Local Wildlife Site 

at Rawn Hill and it is also adjacent a potential wildlife site so may have a minor negative effect 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  This site is small (4.86 ha) but is on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land) meaning that a minor negative 

effect is likely in relation to soil. 

Additional capacity will be required at Atherstone STW to accommodate further development.  The site is 

also within a principal or secondary aquifer and a ground water vulnerability zone which may have an 

overall significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site is outside the flood zone  and so will have a negligible negative effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  This site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Sand and gravel and crushed 

rock) and therefore a minor negative effect on this objective is likely. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

++ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) and the town Centre and is therefore likely to have a significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a relatively small (4.86ha) greenfield site and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on 

this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible.  

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an 

employment site allocation so a minor positive effect is likely overall.  

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

over 600m away from the nearest school so development here may have a minor negative effect. 
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Site Code: ATH3 (Land East of Sheepy Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 6.17HA (4.0 ha’s outside floodzone areas) 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

This site is not within 600m of any community facilities such as shops (the nearest ones being over 1km 

away at Lister Road), libraries, schools, churches etc.  There is a bus stop on Warwick Drive around 

250m away and this service (operated by the 762) will take people to Atherstone Bus Station on a 

Monday – Saturday 3 times a day.  A minor negative effect is therefore likely overall. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre and will therefore have a negligible effect. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The nearest doctors surgery is over 600m away at Ratcliffe 

Road.  There are no public footpaths within 600m of the site but the site is adjacent the Royal Meadow 

Drive Playing fields.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is large (6.17 ha) and will therefore have a significant 

positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  This site is 

within 600m of the playing fields at Royal Meadow Drive and is 500m away from the Public House 

Bodaceas (although this is currently shut).  A minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

-- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is large (6.17 ha) and on greenfield land so it 

may have a significant negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

impacts on archaeology and historic landscape, lying north east of a recent Saxon site on undisturbed 

fields with good archaeological potential. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor 

negative effect on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be 

influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application 

stage.  The HEA recommends trial trenching for determining the presence/absence of any archaeology.   
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is more than 1km from any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is large (6.17 ha) and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

significant negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land); therefore a minor negative effect 

is likely in relation to soils.   

Additional capacity will be required at Atherstone STW to accommodate further development.  The site is 

also within a principal or secondary aquifer and a ground water vulnerability zone which may have a 

significant negative effect overall in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

-- While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding. 

The site is partly within flood zones 2 and 3 so there is likely to be a significant negative effect.  The area 

of this site that lies outside of the flood zone amounts to approximately 4.0ha.  This is the only area that 

could potentially deliver built development although clearly its proximity to the flood zone raises 

concerns.  

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  This site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (sand and gravel) and so 

there is likely to be a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a transport link at 

Warwick Drive, but not the town centre, therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a large (6.17ha) greenfield site and is therefore likely to have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation; therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

over 600m away from the nearest school so development here could have a minor negative effect. 
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Site Code: ATH4 (Land East of Holly Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 11.27 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is not within 600m of any community facilities such as shops (the nearest ones being over 1km 

away at Lister Road), Libraries, Schools, Churches etc.  However, there is a bus stop on Warwick Drive 

around 300m away and this service (operated by the 762) will take people to Atherstone Bus Station on 

a Monday – Saturday 3 times a day.  A minor negative effect is therefore likely overall. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre so a negligible effect is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The nearest Doctors surgery is over 600m away at Ratcliffe 

Road and there are no public footpaths within 600m of the site; however the site is adjacent the Royal 

Meadow Drive Playing fields so a minor positive effect is likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively large (11.27 ha) and will therefore have 

a significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 600m of the playing fields at Royal Meadow Drive and the Public House Bodaceas; therefore a 

minor positive effect is likely.  

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

--? As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is relatively large (11.27 ha) and a greenfield 

site and so it may have a significant negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for the 

possible impact on features associated with the nearby Saxon site with regards to archaeology. and the 

historic landscape. The site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the historic landscape, the 

potential impact on the settings of designated assets and the impact on views from designated assets. 

Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some 

mitigation may be achieved through Trial Trenching and Screening from Listed Buildings. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0 Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is more than 1km from any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The site is large (11.27 ha) and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

significant negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land; therefore a minor negative effect is likely in relation to soils.   

However, additional capacity will be required at Atherstone STW to accommodate further development 

and the site is within a principal or secondary aquifer and a ground water vulnerability zone which may 

have a significant negative effect overall in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

-- While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is within the  flood zones and is therefore likely to have a significant negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area; therefore a minor negative 

effect is likely. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link at Warwick Drive, although it is not within walking distance of a town centre; therefore a minor 

positive effect is likely overall. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a large greenfield site (11.27) and is therefore likely to have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

++ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of both a bus service/route and of an allocated 

employment site (Holly lane Industrial Estate); therefore a significant positive effect is likely. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

over 600m away from the nearest school so development here could have a minor negative effect. 

Site Code: ATH4 Part (Land East of Old Holly Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 4.11HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is not within 600m of any community facilities such as shops (the nearest ones being over 1km 

away at Lister Road), Libraries, Schools, Churches etc.  There is a bus stop on Warwick Drive around 

300m away and this service (operated by the 762) will take people to Atherstone Bus Station on a 

Monday – Saturday 3 times a day.  A minor negative effect on this objective is therefore likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre and so will have a negligible effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The nearest Doctors surgery is over 600m away at Ratcliffe 

Road.  There are no public footpaths within 600m of the site but the site is adjacent the Royal Meadow 

Drive Playing fields.  An overall minor positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (4.11ha) and so will have a minor 

rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 600m of the playing fields at Royal Meadow Drive and  is 500m away from the Public House 

Bodaceas (although this is currently shut).  An overall minor positive effect on this objective is therefore 

likely. 
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7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 4.11 ha and a greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective.  It is noted that in its consultation response regarding this 

site (the whole of ATH4) Natural England suggested that the design of the development should be 

carefully landscaped to be compatible with the surrounding countryside and to incorporate green 

infrastructure. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for the 

possible impact on features associated with the nearby Saxon site with regards to archaeology and the 

historic landscape.  The site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the historic landscape, the 

potential impact on the settings of designated assets and the impact on views from designated assets. 

Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some 

mitigation may be achieved through Trial Trenching and Screening from Listed Buildings. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0 Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is more than 1km from any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect.  It is noted 

that in its consultation response for the whole of site ATH4, Natural England noted the proximity of the 

site to the River Anker Local Wildlife Site and suggested that if development is taken forward here, a 

green corridor should be left undeveloped on either site of the river.  It would also be necessary to carry 

out appropriate surveys to establish the presence of water vole and otters at the site and the proposals 

for the site may need to be amended accordingly.  Warwickshire Wildlife Trust also noted the presence of 

the River Anker and the need for a buffer. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (4.11 ha) sites and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so a minor negative effect is likely in relation to soils.   

Additional capacity will be required at Atherstone STW to accommodate further development and the site 

is within a principal or secondary aquifer and a ground water vulnerability zone which may have a 

significant negative effect overall in relation to hydrology. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area and is therefore likely to have 

a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link at Warwick Drive, but not a town centre so an overall minor positive effect on this objective is likely. 
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16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (4.11ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible.  

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

++ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within both 600m of a bus service/route and an allocated 

employment site (Holly lane Industrial Estate) so a significant positive effect is likely. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

over 600m away from the nearest school so could have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

 

  



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 66                June 2014 

Site Code: ATH5 (Land West of Holly Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 19.17 HA  

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

-- The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is not within 600m of any community facilities such as shops (the nearest ones being over 1km 

away at Lister Road), Libraries, Schools, Churches etc.  There is no bus route within 600m of the site, the 

nearest being at Warwick Drive around and this service (operated by the 762) will take people to 

Atherstone Bus Station on a Monday – Saturday 3 times a day.  A significant negative effect on this 

objective is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre and therefore will have a negligible effect. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The nearest Doctors surgery is over 1km away at Ratcliffe 

Road.  The nearest footpath, which is the Canal Towpath at Whittington Road Bridge is under 600m 

away.  An overall minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively large (19.17ha) and will therefore have a 

significant positive effect on housing. 
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5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 600m of the playing fields at Royal Meadow Drive.  The site is over 700m away from the Public 

House Bodaceas (although this is currently shut).  An overall minor positive effect is likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

--? As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 19.17 ha and a Greenfield site and so it may 

have a significant negative effect on this objective.  It is noted that in its consultation response in 

relation to this site, Natural England raised concerns about the potential impacts of development at this 

site on the landscape and the need to incorporate green infrastructure within the site. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for the 

possible impact on features associated with the nearby Saxon site with regards to archaeology and the 

historic landscape.  The site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the historic landscape, the 

potential impact on the settings of designated assets and the impact on views from designated assets. 

Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some 

mitigation may be achieved through Trial Trenching and screening site from nearby Listed Buildings 

(Whittington Farmhouse). 
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9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is more than 1km from any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites and is likely to have a negligible effect on this objective.  It 

is noted that in its consultation response in relation to this site, Warwickshire Wildlife Trust stated that 

the site is close to the River Anker and a 10m buffer should be applied, and also that protected species 

and the presence of BAP priority habitats may be issues at this site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is large (19.17 ha) and on greenfield land and is likely to have a significant 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land.  It is currently rough pasture land.  A minor negative effect in 

relation to soils is therefore likely. 

There will be capacity issues at Atherstone STW and the site lies within both a groundwater vulnerability 

and a primary/secondary aquifer so may have a significant negative effect overall. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

-? While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding. 

The site is within flood zone 2 and 3 so a minor negative effect may be likely.  It is noted that in its 

consultation response in relation to this site, the Environment Agency commented on the presence of 

flood zone 3 within this site and the need for further assessment. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible (0). 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

- The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is not within 600m of a public 

transport link or town centre so will have a minor negative effect. 
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16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a large greenfield site (19.17ha) and is likely to have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is not within 600m of a bus service/route but it is within 600m of 

an employment site in the Site Allocations DPD so will have a minor positive effect overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

over 600m away from the nearest school. 
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Site Code: ATH5 PART (Land West of Holly Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 4.66 HA  

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

-- The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is not within 600m of any community facilities such as shops (the nearest ones being over 1km 

away at Lister Road), Libraries, Schools, Churches etc.  There is also no bus route within 600m of the 

site; therefore a significant negative effect is likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre and therefore will have a negligible effect. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The nearest Doctors surgery is over 1km away at Ratcliffe 

Road although the nearest footpath, which is the Canal Towpath at Whittington Road Bridge is under 

600m away.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (4.66ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect.  

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 600m of the playing fields at Royal Meadow Drive but not any other recreational or cultural 

facilities; therefore a minor positive effect is likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

-? As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is relatively small (4.66 ha) but is on greenfield 

land and so it may have a minor negative effect on this objective.  It is noted that in its consultation 

response in relation to this site, Natural England raised concerns about the potential impacts of 

development at this site on the landscape and the need to incorporate green infrastructure within the 

site. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for the 

possible impact on features associated with the nearby Saxon site with regards to archaeology. The site 

is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the historic landscape, the potential impact on the 

settings of designated assets and the impact on views from designated assets. Therefore, the 

development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects 

are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not 

known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved 

through trial trenching and screening site from nearby listed buildings (Whittington Farmhouse). 
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9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

This site is more than 1km from any designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites and is likely to have a 

negligible effect on this objective.  It is noted that in its consultation response in relation to this site, 

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust stated that the site is close to the River Anker and a 10m buffer should be 

applied, and also that protected species and the presence of BAP priority habitats may be issues at this 

site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The site is relatively small (4.66 ha) but is on greenfield land and is therefore likely to 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land) and so a minor negative effect is 

likely in relation to soils. 

However, there will be capacity issues at Atherstone STW and the site lies within both a groundwater 

vulnerability and a primary/secondary aquifer so may have a significant negative effect overall in relation 

to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding 

The site is outside the flood zone 2 and 3 so a negligible effect is likely.   

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area so is likely to have a minor 

negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

- The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is not within 600m of a public 

transport link or town centre so will have a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a relatively small (4.66ha) greenfield site and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on 

this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is not within 600m of a bus service/route but it is within 600m of 

an employment site in the Site Allocations DPD so will have a minor positive effect overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

over 600m away from the nearest school so development here could have a minor negative effect. 
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Site Code: ATH8 (Durnos Nursery, Old Holly Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 3.75HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is not within 600m of any community facilities such as shops (the nearest ones being over 1km 

away at Lister Road), libraries, churches etc.  There is a bus stop within 600m on Repington Avenue and 

this service (operated by the 762) will take people to Atherstone Bus Station on a Monday – Saturday 3 

times a day; therefore a minor negative effect is likely overall. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre so a negligible effect is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

- Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The nearest Doctors surgery is over 600m away at Ratcliffe 

Road and there are no public footpaths within 600m of the site; therefore a minor negative effect is 

likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (3.75ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 600m from the Public House Bodaceas but no other recreational or cultural facilities; therefore a 

minor positive effect is likely overall. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 3.75 ha and a greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for the 

possible impact on features associated with the nearby Saxon site with regards to archaeology The site is 

of low sensitivity to development in relation to the historic landscape as the area is already covered by 

modern development. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall 

on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the 

specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA 

noted that some mitigation may be achieved through trial trenching. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

The site is more than 1km from any designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites and is likely to have a 

negligible effect.  It is noted that in its consultation response in relation to this site, Natural England 

commented on the possible remnant traditional orchard in the east of this site and the wish to see that 

incorporated into green space as part of the development.  Natural England also commented on the 

proximity of the River Anker Local Wildlife Site.  Warwickshire Wildlife Trust also commented on the 

potential for protected species to be an issue at this site, as well as the potential BAP priority hedgerows 

on site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (3.75 ha) and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land); therefore a minor negative effect 

is likely in relation to soils. 

However, additional capacity will be required at Atherstone STW to accommodate further development 

and the site is within a principal or secondary aquifer and a ground water vulnerability zone which may 

have a significant negative effect overall in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

-? While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The flood zones runs very slightly through the part of the site that adjoins Willday Drive.  Because the 

majority of the site is outside of the flood zone and a only a very small area in, a minor negative effect is 

likely overall.  It is noted that in its consultation response in relation to this site, the Environment Agency 

commented on the flood risk from Innage Brook in the east of the site and the need for further 

assessment in that area. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area and so is likely to have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link at Repington Avenue, although it is not within walking distance of a town centre; therefore a minor 

positive effect is likely overall. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials.  This is a small (3.75ha) greenfield site and is therefore likely to have a minor negative 

effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

++ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of both a bus service/route and of an allocated 

employment site (Holly Lane Industrial Estate); therefore a significant positive effect is likely. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

over 600m away from the nearest school so development here could have a minor negative effect. 
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Site Code: ATH9 (Land at Westwood/Herring Road) Reasonable alternative site option  RESIDENTIAL 0.77HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.   The 

site is within 600m of Outwoods Primary School.  All other community facilities, including a public 

transport link, are more than 600m walking distance from the site; therefore a negligible effect on this 

objective is likely. 

2. Developing and supporting vibrant 

and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre and is likely therefore to have a negligible effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The nearest doctors surgery is over 600m away at Station 

Street.  However, there is a public footpath AE88 that runs through the site and the AE92, AE90, AE96 

and the AE89 are all very close to the site and the playing field known as the Outwoods is also within 

300m walking distance of the site.  An overall minor positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.77ha) and so will have a minor 

rather than significant positive effect on this objective. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime and 

antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  This site is 

within 600m of Outwoods Primary School and is within 300m of the Outwoods Playing fields with play 

equipment and within easy reach of many footpaths.  A significant positive effect on this objective is 

therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and protecting 

the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  This site is relatively small (0.77ha) and a greenfield site 

so it may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and protecting 

the quality and distinctiveness of the 

built environment, including the 

cultural heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for possible 

impact upon archaeology and historic landscape. Therefore, the development of this site could have a 

negligible effect overall on this objective.  No impacts are anticipated with development in this area 

though it may impact upon the setting of the canal. However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as 

they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning 

application stage. For this site an assessment of the significance of the key heritage assets and the 

appropriate design response will be necessary at the planning application stage 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and protecting 

the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is adjacent to both the Local 

Wildlife Site and RIGS site known as Rawn Hill and development here may therefore have a significant 

negative effect on the site.  In its consultation response in relation to this site, Warwickshire Wildlife 

Trust (WWT) commented that this site is situated on part of Rawn Hill Local Wildlife Site and as the LWS 

comprises the entire development area, the proposed housing figure for the site could not be achieved 

without partial destruction of the site.  Natural England also noted the same issues and considers that 

the site would not comply with the NPPF as a result.  WWT also noted that this site is immediately 

adjacent to the Coventry Canal potential Local Wildlife Site which should be buffered by a buffer of at 

least 10m which could constrain the developable area of the site.  It also noted that the site supports 

several BAP priority habitats and tat protected species may be an issue at the site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously developed 

land, buildings and existing physical 

infrastructure in sustainable 

locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The site is small 0.77 ha) sites and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, minimising 

pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land) and is therefore likely to have a 

minor negative effect in relation to soils. 

However, additional capacity will be required at Atherstone STW and the site lies within a 

primary/secondary aquifer zone which may have a significant negative effect overall in relation to 

hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of climate 

change whilst implementing a 

managed response to its unavoidable 

impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area and is therefore likely to have 

a minor negative effect on this objective 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

- The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is not within 600m of a public 

transport link or the town centre; therefore a minor negative effect is likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small (0.77ha) greenfield site and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able to 

adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant to 

the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

- The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is not within 600m of a bus service/route or one of the allocated 

employment sites therefore a minor negative effect on this objective is likely. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

less than 600m away from the nearest school so could have a minor positive effect on this objective. 
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Site Code: ATH13 (Land at Witherley Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.12HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is within 600m of both Queen Elizabeth Secondary School and St Benedict’s Primary School and 

there is a bus route on Witherley Road within 300m of the site, although the nearest Post Office is at 

Manor Road, Mancetter which is over 700m away.  An overall minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre and will therefore have a negligible effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no healthcare facilities within 600m of the site 

although the Mancetter Recreation Ground is within 200m of the site and the footpaths AE93 and AE94 

are within 100m of the site and the AE95 is within 600m.  An overall minor positive effect on this 

objective is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.12ha) and so will have a minor 

rather than significant positive effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 200m of the playing fields at Mancetter Recreation Ground.  It is also within 600m of a range of 

footpaths and  within 300m of the Blue Boar Public House; therefore a significant positive effect on this 

objective is likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is small (0.12ha) and a greenfield site and so it 

may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the possible impact on 

the Roman Road and settlement sites with regards to archaeology.  Therefore, the development of this 

site could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage 

uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the 

planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by a watching brief. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 600m of the RIGS and 

Local Wildlife Site known as Rawn Hill and so development of this site may have a minor negative effect 

on this site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.12 ha) and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on grade 3 agricultural land and therefore is likely to have a minor negative effect in relation 

to soils.   

There may be capacity issues at the local STW and the site lies within a primary/secondary aquifer so 

may have a significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area and is likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link on Witherley Road although it is not within walking distance of a town centre; therefore an overall 

minor positive effect on this objective is likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small (0.12ha) greenfield site and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

allocation so an overall minor positive effect on this objective is likely. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

++? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of two schools (St Benedicts Primary and Queen Elizabeth Secondary) and may therefore 

have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

 

  



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 91                June 2014 

Site Code: MAN3 (Former Allotments, Watling Street) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.19HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  The 

site is less than 100m away from the bus route (nearest bus stop is outside the Blue Boar Public House) 

which offers a frequent service to Atherstone/Nuneaton/Coventry (Service 765 and 48). There is also the 

762 service which operates Monday to Saturday, 3 times a day and goes to various locations within 

Atherstone. The Post Office is less than 500m away on Manor Road.  The Village Hall is in Old Farm Road 

and can be reached within 600m.  The nearest school is Queen Elizabeth Secondary School and that is 

within 500m of the site on Witherley Road.  A significant positive effect on this objective is therefore 

likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m walking distance of the 

Village Hall on Old Farm Road so is likely to have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no doctors surgery in Mancetter, the nearest being in 

Atherstone over 600m away. However, the nearest public open space is less than 300m at Mancetter 

Recreation Playing Fields and the AE95 footpath is within 500m of the site starting at Queen Elizabeth 

School, therefore an overall minor positive effect on this objective is likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.19ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

just over.  The site is within 200m of the Blue Boar Public House.  The nearest public open space is over 

700m away at Mancetter Recreation Playing Fields.  The AE95 is within 500m of the site starting at 

Queen Elizabeth School.  The site is also within 600m of a range of facilities as listed in objective 1 and a 

significant positive effect is likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.19ha and a greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of high sensitivity with regards to archaeology in relation to the possible 

impact upon the Roman Road and settlement sites. Willow Cottage (Listed Building) has a partial view of 

the site and development may have a low/minor impact upon the setting of and views from the building.  

Impact on the historic landscape is low as the area is already covered by modern development. 

Therefore, the development of this site could have a significant negative effect overall on this objective.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some 

mitigation may be achieved by a Geophysical Survey. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 93                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  There is a large Local Wildlife Centre 

within 300m at the River Anker so development here could have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.19ha) and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so a minor negative effect is likely in relation to soil. 

Additional capacity may be needed at Atherstone STW and the site lies within a primary/secondary 

aquifer and a groundwater vulnerability zone which may have a significant negative effect in relation to 

hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (crushed rock and sand and 

gravel) and so there is likely to be a minor negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre so is likely to have an overall minor positive effect.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (0.19ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation so is likely to have an overall minor positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m walking distance of Queen Elizabeth School so could have a minor positive effect on this 

objective. 
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Polesworth 

Site Code: POL3 (Former Polesworth High School) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.1 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.    

There is a bus route from various points in Polesworth (Stipers Hill, Nethersole St, Station road, Pooley 

View, Birchmoor Road, Hermitage Lane, Bridge Street and Tamworth Road) which which operates a 

frequent service (hourly or better) Monday – Sunday which goes to Atherstone, Tamworth, Nuneaton and 

further destinations (885, 765, 48 and the Flexibus 219 although this only operates on a Tuesday and 

goes to Atherstone once a day. The Post Office is within 50m of the site. The Memorial Hall and Library 

are adjacent the site.  St Edithas Church and Polesworth Congregational Church are both within 120m of 

the site.  The Nethersole Primary School is 350m away on High Street. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of the memorial hall 

and Tithe Barn which are both community facilities and are available for hire. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The Doctors Surgery is within 250m of the site.  The nearest 

open space is within 250m at Station Road.  The AE18 and AE19 footpaths are within a 50m of the site. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is small (0.1ha) and will have a minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m). The site is 

within 150m of the Red Lion Public House.  There are 2 footpaths near by and a frequent bus route.  The 

site is also within 600m of a range of facilities listed in objective 1. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 The site is 0.1 ha and mainly a brownfield site and so it may have a negligible effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of high sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for the 

probable impact upon the archaeological features within the medieval town centre and Abbey Precint with 

regards to archaeology and the historic landscape.  Former Polesworth High School is located almost at 

the centre of the historic core of the town, on the northern edge of the former Abbey Precinct and within 

the supposed location of the original medieval settlement. The Abbey Gatehouse and 22 High Street 

(Listed Buildings and part of a Scheduled Monument) are located 20 metres to the west and 70 metres to 

the south of the site. Church of St, Editha‘s(Listed Building) is also located 70 metres to the south, while 

two other Listed Buildings; a Barn and a Dovecote are located 90 and 80 metres to the west respectively.  

Depending on the design of buildings, any new development would have between a low and a medium 

impact upon the setting of and views from the former Abbey Precinct, the Gatehouse, St. Editha’s 

church, 22 High Street, the barn and the dovecote 

Therefore, the development of this site could have a significant negative effect overall on this objective.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some 

mitigation may be achieved by Trial Trenching and to tailor development to reduce the impact on the 

historic landscape setting, Listed Buildings and Conservation Area. 

For this site an assessment of the significance of the key heritage assets and the appropriate design 

response will be necessary at the planning application stage.  It is noted that, in its consultation response 

in relation to this site, English Heritage noted the sensitivity of the site and questioned whether the 

original school building is of value and therefore worth retention as a non-designated heritage asset, or 

whether it could be converted as part of the future development. 
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9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 400m of a RIGS site 

known as Polesworth Railway Cutting.  The site is within 35m of a potential LWS known as Polesworth 

Abbey which may have a significant negative effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.1ha) and on brownfield land and is likely to have a minor positive  

effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? The site is not on Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land and so is likely to have a negligible effect in relation to 

soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW.  However, the site is within a primary/secondary aquifer 

and a groundwater vulnerability zone which may have a significant negative effect in relation to 

hydrology. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area for coal so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre so will have an overall minor positive effect.  
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16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small brownfield site (0.1 ha) and is likely to have a negligible effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation so will have an overall minor positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 350m of Nethersole Primary School. 
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Site Code: POL6 (Land at St Helena Road) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 6.17 HA  

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

-- The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.    The 

site is over 600m away from the nearest bus route and there are no existing community 

services/facilities within 600m (the nearest Post Office is over 1km away at Bridge Street, the Memorial 

Hall along with the Library is over 600m away and Polesworth Congregational Church is over 600m away 

from the site).  Therefore, a significant negative effect on this objective is likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre so will have a negligible effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The Doctors Surgery is over 600m away from this site 

although the nearest open space is within 600m at Abbey Green and the AE20 footpath passes close to 

the site.  An overall minor positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively large (6.17ha) and so will have a 

significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  This site is 

within 400m of the Royal Oak Public House.  The AE20 footpath is near by and there is open space within 

600m.  Therefore, a significant positive effect on this objective is likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

-- This site is relatively large at 6.17ha and is a greenfield site and so it may have a significant negative 

effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site is of low archaeological sensitivity to development in relation to the 

potential for impacts on as yet unrecorded medieval, industrial and settlement archaeology.  There is a 

medium cumulative impact on the historic landscape relating to settings or views of designated assets 

from this site at the Wood Park, remnant medieval park and minor effect on the Obelisk on the site of St 

Leonard’s Chapel.  Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this 

objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.  The HEA has suggested possible 

mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 105                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is within 1km of a RIGS Site 

(Polesworth Railway Cutting) and a Local Wildlife Site/SSSI known as Birches Barn Meadows.  There is 

also a potential wildlife site within 10m so overall there may be a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  This site is 6.17ha and a greenfield site and so is  likely to have a significant negative 

effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land) so is likely to have a minor 

negative effect in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW, although the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone and so there may be a minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0  While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (coal) area resulting in a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

- The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is not within 600m of a public 

transport link or a town centre, so a minor negative effect is likely.  
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16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a large greenfield site of 6.17ha and so is likely to have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

- The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is not within 600m of a bus service/route or an employment site 

allocation, so a minor negative effect on this objective is likely. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

not within 600m walking distance of any school so could have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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Site Code: POL7 (Land at Laurel Avenue/Common Lane) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 1.05HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.    

There is a bus route from various points in Polesworth (Stipers Hill, Nethersole St, Station road, Pooley 

View, Birchmoor Road, Hermitage Lane, Bridge Street and Tamworth Road) which operates a frequent 

service (hourly or better) Monday – Sunday which goes to Atherstone, Tamworth, Nuneaton and further 

destinations (885, 765, 48 and the Flexibus 219 although this only operates on a Tuesday and goes to 

Atherstone once a day.  However, there are no other community facilities within 600m walking distance 

of the site so an overall minor negative effect on this objective is likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre so a negligible effect on this objective is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The nearest doctors surgery is over 600m away and the 

nearest open space is also over 600m away, at Abbey Green.  However, the AE22, AE21 and AE23 

footpaths are within 600m of the site so an overall minor positive effect on this objective is likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (1.05ha) and so will have a minor 

rather than significant positive effect on this objective. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 109                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 450m of the Royal Oak Public House and there are footpaths within 600m (AE22, AE21 and AE23).  

Therefore, a minor positive effect on this objective is likely.  It is also noted that there is open space at 

Abbey Green, just over 600m away. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This site is 1.05 ha and a greenfield site and so development here may have a minor negative effect on 

this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

There is no impact on settings or views of designated assets from this site/area. However, the HEA 

indicates that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for impacts on 

as yet unrecorded medieval, industrial and settlement archaeology. There is also a medium impact on 

the historic landscape relating to common land encroached by later enclosure, rare in this region and 

sensitive to modern development, historic mineral extraction and medieval field patterns. Therefore, the 

development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage, and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation. 
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9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is within 1km of a potential local 

wildlife site and so may have a minor negative effect.  It is also noted that, in its consultation response in 

relation to this site, Warwickshire Wildlife Trust commented that this site supports several hedgerows 

which may require assessment, and that protected species could be an issue at the site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (1.05ha) and on greenfield land so is likely to have a minor negative 

effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land) so is likely to have a minor 

negative impact on this objective in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW, although the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone and so may have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This is a small site and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (coal) area and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  This site is within 600m of a transport link but 

not a town centre so is likely to have an overall minor positive effect on this objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (1.05ha) and so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation, so is likely to have an overall minor positive effect on this objective. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

not within 600m walking distance of any school so could have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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Site Code: POL12 (Land WEST of Woodpack Farm) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 1.54HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

-- The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.    

There is not a bus route within 600m walking distance of this site.  The nearest Post Office is over 1km 

away at Bridge Street, the Memorial Hall along with the Library is over 600m away and Polesworth 

Baptist Church is over 600m away from the site.  An overall significant negative effect on this objective is 

therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre; therefore a negligible effect on this objective is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The nearest doctors surgery is over 600m away from this site 

although the nearest open space is within 600m at Abbey Green and the AE20 footpath passes close to 

the site.  An overall minor positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This site is relatively small (1.54ha) and so will have a minor 

rather than significant positive effect on this objective. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  This site is 

within 350m of the Royal Oak Public House.  The AE20 footpath is near by and there is open space within 

600m; therefore an overall significant positive effect on this objective is likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This site is relatively small (1.54ha) and a greenfield site and so it may have a minor negative effect on 

this objective.  

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site is of low archaeological sensitivity to development in relation to the 

potential for impacts on as yet unrecorded medieval, industrial and settlement archaeology. However, 

there is a medium cumulative impact on the historic landscape relating to settings or views of designated 

assets from this site at the Wood Park, remnant medieval park and minor effect on the Obelisk on the 

site of St Leonard’s Chapel.  Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect 

on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is a potential wildlife site which 

may have a significant negative effect, the site is to be surveyed in June and it will be known later in the 

year whether the site will be classed as a wildlife site or be rejected.  

This site is within 600m of the RIGS Site (Polesworth Railway Cutting) and within 1km of the Local 

Wildlife Site/SSSI known as Birches Barn Meadows; therefore could have a minor negative effect on this 

objective.  It is also noted that, in its consultation response in relation to this site, Warwickshire Wildlife 

Trust commented that the site supports a significant area of semi-improved grassland which needs 

further assessment, and also referred to the proximity of the Coventry Canal Potential Local Wildlife Site 

and the need to provide a 10m minimum buffer around the canal which could constrain the developable 

area of the site.  It also noted that protected species may be an issue at this site.  Natural England also 

commented on the proximity of the canal and the needs for a buffer, suggesting that this could comprise 

the planting of native trees. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (1.54ha) and on greenfield land and so is likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land) so is likely to have a minor 

negative effect in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW; however the site lies within a primary/secondary aquifer 

and a groundwater vulnerability zone which may have a significant negative effect in relation to 

hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (coal) area and so it is likely to have a minor negative effect on 

this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

- The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is not within 600m of a transport link 

or a town centre so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective.  
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16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (1.54ha) and so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

- The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is not within 600m of a bus service/route or an employment site 

allocation so is likely to have an overall minor negative effect on this objective. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

not within 600m walking distance of any school so could have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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Site Code: POL13 (RO Sycamore Avenue) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.56HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.    

There is a bus route from various points in Polesworth (Stipers Hill, Nethersole St, Station Road, Pooley 

View, Birchmoor Road, Hermitage Lane, Bridge Street and Tamworth Road) which which operates a 

frequent service (hourly or better) Monday – Sunday which goes to Atherstone, Tamworth, Nuneaton and 

further destinations (885, 765, 48 and the Flexibus 219 although this only operates on a Tuesday and 

goes to Atherstone once a day.  However, there are no other community facilities within 600m walking 

distance of the site so an overall minor negative effect on this objective is likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre so is likely to have a negligible effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The nearest doctors surgery is over 600m away from this site 

and the nearest open space is also over 600m away at Abbey Green.  However, the AE22, AE21 and 

AE23 footpaths are within 600m of the site and an overall minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This site is relatively small (0.56ha) and so will have a minor 

rather than significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 400m of the Royal Oak Public House.  There are footpaths within 600m (AE22, AE21 and AE23) 

and there is open space  at Abbey Green within 650m; therefore an overall minor positive effect is likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This site is 0.56 ha and a greenfield site so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective.  

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

There is no impact on settings or views of designated assets from this site/area. However, the HEA 

indicates that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for impacts on 

as yet unrecorded medieval, industrial and settlement archaeology. There is also a medium impact on 

the historic landscape relating to common land encroached by later enclosure, rare in this region and 

sensitive to modern development, historic mineral extraction and medieval field patterns.  Therefore, the 

development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is within 360m of a potential 

wildlife site known as Veteran Oak which may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.56ha) and on greenfield land so is  likely to have a minor negative 

effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land) so is likely to have a minor 

negative impact on this objective in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW; however the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone which may have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This is a small site outside the flood zones and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (coal) area and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  This site is within 600m of a transport link but 

not a town centre so an overall minor positive effect on this objective is liklely.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small (0.56ha) greenfield site and so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation so is likely to have an overall minor positive effect on this objective. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

not within 600m walking distance of any school so could have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

Site Code: POL18 (Land RO 5/7 Fairfields Hill) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.41HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.    

There is a bus route from various points in Polesworth (Stipers Hill, Nethersole St, Station road, Pooley 

View, Birchmoor Road, Hermitage Lane, Bridge Street and Tamworth Road) which which operates a 

frequent service (hourly or better) Monday – Sunday which goes to Atherstone, Tamworth, Nuneaton and 

further destinations (885, 765, 48 and the Flexibus 219 although this only operates on a Tuesday and 

goes to Atherstone once a day.  Polesworth Baptist Church is within 150m of the site.  The site is within 

600m of Polesworth Secondary School and Polesworth Leisure Centre (which has dual use with the 

school).  Birchwood Primary is less than 1km from the site and the Nethersole Primary School is over 

1km away on High Street.  An overall significant positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre so a negligible effect on this objective is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The nearest doctors surgery is over 600m away and the 

nearest open space is just under 700m at Abbey Green.  However, the AE16 footpath is close to the site 

so an overall minor positive effect on this objective is likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.41ha) and so will have a minor 

rather than significant positive effect on this objective. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  This site is 

within 350m of Fosters Yard Public House.  There is a footpath near by and the site is also within 600m 

of a range of facilities listed in objective 1.  An overall significant positive effect on this objective is 

therefore likely. 
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7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This site is relatively small (0.41ha) and a greenfield site and so it may have a minor negative effect on 

this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site is within an area of medium archaeological sensitivity to development 

within an area once occupied by Polesworth post-medieval pottery kilns and settlement. There is a 

medium to high impact on the historic landscape relating to the southern part of the Polesworth medieval 

historic core, detached from the north by the Coventry Canal. Therefore, the development of this site 

could have a significant negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation to determine the presence/absence of 

archaeology. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0 Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is not within 1km of any 

biodiversity designations so a negligible effect on this objective is likely. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is relatively small (0.41ha) and is on greenfield land so is  likely to have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 
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11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/- The site is a domestic garden, not on any grade of agricultural land, and so is likely to have a negligible 

effect in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW; however the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone and may have a minor negative effect in relation to hydrology.  The overall impact on this objective 

will therefore be mixed. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of the flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, and is likely to have a negligible effect.  

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding Area (coal). 
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15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre so an overall minor positive effect on this objective is likely.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small (0.41ha) greenfield site and so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation so is likely to have an overall minor positive effect on this objective. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of Polesworth Secondary School so could have a minor positive effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.    

There is a bus route from various points in Polesworth (Stipers Hill, Nethersole St, Station road, Pooley 

View, Birchmoor Road, Hermitage Lane, Bridge Street and Tamworth Road) which operates a frequent 

service (hourly or better) Monday – Sunday which goes to Atherstone, Tamworth, Nuneaton and further 

destinations (885, 765, 48 and the Flexibus 219 although this only operates on a Tuesday and goes to 

Atherstone once a day. The Post Office is within 50m of the site and the Memorial Hall and Library are 

adjacent the site.  Polesworth Congregational Church is within 75m of the site.  A significant positive 

effect is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of the memorial hall 

and Tithe Barn which are both community facilities and are available for hire; therefore a minor positive 

effect is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The doctors srgery is within 75m of this site and the nearest 

open space is within 120m at Station Road.  The AE16 footpath is within a few metres of  the site.  A 

significant positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.14ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 
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5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

opposite the Red Lion public house and there is a footpath near by and a frequent bus route.  The site is 

also within 600m of a range of facilities listed in objective 1.  A significant positive effect is therefore 

likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  This site is small (0.14 ha) but is mainly a greenfield site 

and so it is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

There is no impact on settings or views of designated assets from this site/area. The HEA indicates that 

this site lies within an area of medium to low sensitivity to development on car park land likely to have 

been disturbed. Some archaeological potential close to historic. There is a low impact on the historic 

landscape relating to a modern car park. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor 

negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation to determine the presence/absence of 

archaeology. 
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9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 570 of a RIGS site 

known as Polesworth Railway Cutting so development here could have a minor negative effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.14ha) but is on mainly greenfield land and is therefore likely to have 

a minor negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? The site is not on high quality agricultural land and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect in 

relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW; however the site is within a primary/secondary aquifer 

and a groundwater vulnerability zone which may have a significant negative effect in relation to 

hydrology and a mixed effect overall. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Sand and Gravel and shallow 

coal) and so is likely to have a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre so is likely to have a minor positive effect overall.  
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16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small mainly greenfield site (0.14 ha) and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on 

this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation so a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of Nethersole Primary School so development here could have a minor positive effect. 
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Site Code: POL4 (Land RO Telephone Exchange, High Street) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.65HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.    

There is a bus route from various points in Polesworth (Stipers Hill, Nethersole St, Station road, Pooley 

View, Birchmoor Road, Hermitage Lane, Bridge Street and Tamworth Road) which which operates a 

frequent service (hourly or better) Monday – Sunday which goes to Atherstone, Tamworth, Nuneaton and 

further destinations (885, 765, 48 and the Flexibus 219 although this only operates on a Tuesday and 

goes to Atherstone once a day. The Post Office is within 450m of the site. The Memorial Hall and Library 

are within 450m of the site.  St Edithas Church and Polesworth Congregational Church are both within 

4000m of the site.  The Nethersole Primary School is 120m away on High Street. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of the memorial hall 

and Tithe Barn which are both community facilities and are available for hire. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The Doctors Surgery is within 450m of the site.  The nearest 

open space is within 420m at Station Road.  The AE18 and AE19 footpaths are within  500m of  the site. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 0.65ha and will have a minor positive effect. 
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5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m) The site is 

within 500m of the Red Lion Public House.  There are 2 footpaths nearby.  The site is also within 600m of 

a range of facilities listed in objective 1. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.65 ha and mainly a brownfield site and so it 

will have a negligible effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates this site lies within the historic core of the town, which is of medium to high sensitivity 

to development in relation to the potential for the probable impact upon the archaeological features 

within the medieval historic core on relatively undisturbed land occupied by gardens. There is a low 

impact identified on the historic landscape. There is no impact identified on the settings and views from 

designated assets.  Therefore, the development of this site could have a significant negative effect 

overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the 

specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA 

noted that some mitigation may be achieved by Trial Trenching to determine the presence/absence of 

archaeology. 
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9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 150m of a RIGS site 

known as Polesworth Railway Cutting. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.65ha) and on mainly brownfield  land and is likely to have a minor 

positive effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? The site is not on Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land and is in predominantly urban use so is likely to have 

a negligible effect in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW.   However, the site lies within a primary/secondary aquifer 

zone, a groundwater vulnerability zone and a groundwater source drift zone which may have a significant 

negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of the flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (coal) area and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre so a minor positive effect is likely overall.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small mainly brownfield site (0.65 ha) and is likely to have a negligible effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation so a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 120m of Nethersole Primary School. 

 

 

  



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 137                June 2014 

Site Code: POL8 (Land at Tamworth Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.26HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.    

There is a bus route from various points in Polesworth (Stipers Hill, Nethersole St, Station road, Pooley 

View, Birchmoor Road, Hermitage Lane, Bridge Street and Tamworth Road) which which operates a 

frequent service (hourly or better) Monday – Sunday which goes to Atherstone, Tamworth, Nuneaton and 

further destinations (885, 765, 48 and the Flexibus 219 although this only operates on a Tuesday and 

goes to Atherstone once a day.  Polesworth Baptist Church is within 600m of the site; however, the 

nearest Post Office, Memorial Hall and Library are over 600m away at Bridge Street.  Overall, a negligible 

effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre; therefore a negligible effect on this objective is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The nearest doctors surgery is over 600m away although the 

nearest open space is within 600m walking distance at Abbey Green and the AE16 footpath is also close 

to the site.  An overall minor positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This site is relatively small (0.26ha) and so will have a minor 

rather than significant positive effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   This site is 

within 450m of Fosters Yard Public House and there is a footpath near by.  The site is also within 600m 

of a church; therefore an overall significant positive effect on this objective is likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This site is relatively small (0.26ha) and on greenfield land so it may have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The site lies outside of the historic core of the settlement on a site heavily disturbed by adjoining 

construction and car park. The HEA indicates that this site is of low archaeological sensitivity and of 

medium to low impact on the historic landscape, located in a post 1955 settlement area previously 

associated with the Brick and Pipe industries. There is likely to be a minor negative effect on this 

objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific 

design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is within 150m of a potential 

wildlife site at the Coventry Canal so development here may have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The site is small (0.26ha) and on greenfield land and so is likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is on Grade 4 agricultural land or ‘other land primarily in non-agricultural; use’, being garden 

areas for Lodge Cottages Tamworth Road.  There is therefore likely to be a negligible effect on this 

objective in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW but the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability zone so 

there may be a minor negative effect in relation to hydrology and the overall effect is likely to be mixed. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site is outside of the flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  This site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (coal) area and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  This site is within 600m of a transport link but 

not a town centre, so is likely to have an overall minor positive effect.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small (0.26ha) greenfield site and so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation, so is likely to have an overall minor positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

not within 600m walking distance of the nearest school so could have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 
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Site Code: POL9 (Land at Tamworth Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.12HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.    

There is a bus route from various points in Polesworth (Stipers Hill, Nethersole St, Station road, Pooley 

View, Birchmoor Road, Hermitage Lane, Bridge Street and Tamworth Road) which which operates a 

frequent service (hourly or better) Monday – Sunday which goes to Atherstone, Tamworth, Nuneaton and 

further destinations (885, 765, 48 and the Flexibus 219 although this only operates on a Tuesday and 

goes to Atherstone once a day.  Polesworth Baptist Church is within 600m of the site. However, the 

nearest Post Office, Memorial Hall and Library are over 600m away at Bridge Street.  Therefore, an 

overall negligible effect on this objective is likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre so is likely to have a negligible effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The nearest doctors surgery is over 600m away from this site 

although there is open space is within 600m walking distance at Abbey Green and the AE16 footpath is 

close to the site.  An overall minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.12ha) and so will have a minor 

rather than significant positive effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  This site is 

within 460m of Fosters Yard Public House.  There is a footpath near by and the site is also within 600m 

of a church.  Therefore, an overall significant positive effect on this objective is likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This site is relatively small (0.12ha) and a greenfield site so it may have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The site lies outside of the historic core of the settlement on a site heavily disturbed by adjoining 

construction and car park. The HEA indicates that this site is of low archaeological sensitivity and of 

medium to low impact on the historic landscape, located in a post 1955 settlement area previously 

associated with the Brick and Pipe industries. There is likely to be a minor negative effect on this 

objective.  HEA has not suggested any mitigation works measures.  However, all effects are at this stage 

uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the 

planning application stage. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is within 250m of a potential 

wildlife site at the Coventry canal so development here may have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.12ha) and on greenfield land and so is likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? This site is on Grade 4 agricultural land or ‘other land primarily in non-agricultural; use’, being garden 

areas for No 32 Tamworth Road.  Therefore there is likely to be a negligible effect on this objective in 

relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW but the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability zone 

which may have a minor negative effect in relation to hydrology and the overall effect is likely to be 

mixed. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of the flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  This site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (coal) area and so is likely to have a minor negative effect on 

this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a transport link but 

not a town centre so is likely to have an overall minor positive effect on this objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small (0.12ha) greenfield site and so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an allocated 

employment site, so is likely to have an overall minor positive effect on this objective. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

not within 600m walking distance of the nearest school so could have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 
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Site Code: POL10 (Land at Pooley Lane/ Old Tamworth Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 7.45HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.    

There is a bus route from various points in Polesworth (Stipers Hill, Nethersole St, Station road, Pooley 

View, Birchmoor Road, Hermitage Lane, Bridge Street and Tamworth Road) which which operates a 

frequent service (hourly or better) Monday – Sunday which goes to Atherstone, Tamworth, Nuneaton and 

further destinations (885, 765, 48 and the Flexibus 219 although this only operates on a Tuesday and 

goes to Atherstone once a day.  Polesworth Baptist Church is within 600m of the site although the 

nearest Post Office, Memorial Hall and Library are over 600m away at Bridge Street.  An overall 

negligible effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre so will have a negligible effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The nearest doctors surgery is over 600m away from this site 

although the nearest open space is within 600m at Abbey Green and the AE16 footpath is close to the 

site.  An overall minor positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively large (7.45ha) and so will have a 

significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  This site is 

within 450m of Fosters Yard Public House and there is a footpath near by.  The site is also within 600m 

of a church and the open space at Abbey Green; therefore a significant positive effect on this objective is 

likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

-- This site is relatively large (7.45ha) and a greenfield site and so it may have a significant negative effect 

on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The site lies outside of the historic core of the settlement but adjoins Pooley Hall, a post medieval manor 

house and garden. There has also been impact on the eastern boundary by previous mining episode. The 

HEA indicates that this area is of medium to high archaeological sensitivity in relation to the impacts on 

undisturbed pasture and arable land with good potential for as yet unrecorded archaeological features. 

There is likely to be a low impact on the historic landscape with the site located in large post war fields 

and there is no impact on the setting and views from Pooley Hall due to drop in site height and tree 

screens. Therefore, the development of this site could have a significant negative effect on this objective.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation to determine the presence or absence 

of archaeological features.   
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is within 250m of The Local 

Wildlife Site known as Pooley Park as well as being within 1km of the RIGS Site known as Polesworth 

Railway Cutting; therefore a significant negative effect on this objective may occur. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The site is relatively large (7.45ha) and is on greenfield land so is likely to have a 

significant negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land and so is likely to have a minor negative impact on this objective 

in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW but the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability zone 

which may have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This is a large site outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  This site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (coal) area. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  This site is within 600m of a transport link but 

not a town centre so is likely to have an overall minor positive effect on this objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a greenfield site and is relatively large (7.45ha) so is likely to have a significant negative effect on 

this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation, so is likely to have an overall minor positive effect on this objective. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

not within 600m walking distance of the nearest school so could have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 
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Site Code: POL11 (East of Pooley Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 2.76HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.    

There is a bus route from various points in Polesworth (Stipers Hill, Nethersole St, Station road, Pooley 

View, Birchmoor Road, Hermitage Lane, Bridge Street and Tamworth Road) which which operates a 

frequent service (hourly or better) Monday – Sunday which goes to Atherstone, Tamworth, Nuneaton and 

further destinations (885, 765, 48 and the Flexibus 219 although this only operates on a Tuesday and 

goes to Atherstone once a day.  Polesworth Baptist Church is within 600m of the site, although the 

nearest Post Office, Memorial Hall and Library are over 600m away at Bridge Street.  Therefore, an 

overall negligible effect on this objective is likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre so is likely to have a negligible effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The nearest doctors surgery is over 600m away from this site 

although the nearest open space is within 600m walking distance at Abbey Green and the AE16 footpath 

is close to the site.  An overall minor positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This site is relatively small (2.76ha) and so will have a minor 

rather than significant positive effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  This site is 

within 350m of Fosters Yard Public House and there is a footpath near by.  The site is also within 600m 

of a church and the open space at Abbey Green.  An overall significant positive effect on this objective is 

therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This site is relatively small (2.76ha) and a greenfield site and so it may have a minor negative effect on 

this objective.   

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The site lies outside of the historic core of the settlement but immediately south of Pooley Hall, a post 

medieval manor and garden. The HEA indicates that this area is of medium archaeological sensitivity to 

with the potential for as yet unrecorded archaeological features. There is a medium to low impact on the 

historic landscape on possibly the remains of medieval open fields. There is no impact on the setting and 

views from Pooley Hall due to drop in site height and tree screens. Therefore, the development of this 

site could have a minor negative effect on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain 

as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning 

application stage and the HEA has suggested possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench 

evaluation to determine the presence or absence of archaeological features. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is adjacent a potential wildlife 

site known as the Coventry canal and is also within 1km of the RIGS Site known as Polesworth Railway 

Cutting and the Local Wildlife Site known as Pooley Park.  A significant negative effect on this objective 

may therefore occur. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  This site is small (2.76ha) and is on greenfield land so is likely to have a minor negative 

effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is on Grade 4 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land) so is likely to have a negligible 

effect in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW but the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability zone 

which may have a minor negative effect in relation to hydrology.  The overall effect is therefore likely to 

be mixed. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (coal) area and so it is expected to have a minor negative effect 

on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a transport link but 

not a town centre so is likely to have an overall minor positive effect on this objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small (2.76ha) greenfield site and so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an allocated 

employment site; therefore an overall minor positive effect on this objective is likely. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

not within 600m walking distance of the nearest school so could have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 
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Site Code: DOR/POL16A (Land at Dordon/Polesworth) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 14.9HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

There is a bus route within walking distance of the site and stops at various points on Potters 

Lane/Chaytor road and Bardon View Road and which operates a frequent service (hourly or better) 

Monday – Sunday which goes to Atherstone, Tamworth, Nuneaton and further destinations (885, 

765/785, 48 and the Flexibus 219 although this only operates on a Tuesday and goes to Atherstone once 

a day.  There are no other community facilities within 600m walking distance of the site and the site is 

therefore likely to have a minor negative effect. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The site is not within walking distance of a Village Hall or other community facility, so will have a 

negligible effect. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The closest Doctors Surgery is over 600m away.  The nearest open space is just within 600m away at 

Abbey Green via a footpath link onto Park Avenue and Road and across the Limekiln Bridge over the 

canal (575m).  All other recreation areas lie further than 600m away. The AE22, AE21 and AE23 

footpaths are close, bordering the south and east of the site and the canal towpath can be reached 

around 550m away. A minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively large (14.9ha) and so will have a 

significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

The site is within 50m of the AE21, 22 and 23 public footpaths along Common Lane, with links to the 

surrounding countryside. Abbey Green Park is just within 600m using a footpath link onto Park Avenue 

and Road and across the Limekiln Bridge over the canal (575m). The Royal Oak Pub lies 450m to the 

north near to the Canal Towpath around 550m away. Other community services lie more than 600m to 

1.5 km away. There is therefore likely to be a minor positive effect of the site on this objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

--? This is a large greenfield site of 14.9 ha, of primarily pastures so development here is likely to have a 

significant negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

There is no impact on settings or views of designated assets from this site/area. The HEA indicates that 

this site lies within an area of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for impacts 

on undisturbed former common land and possibility of as yet unrecorded archaeology. There is a medium 

to low impact on the historic landscape relating to encroached common land and amalgamation of 19C 

planned enclosure fields. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect on 

this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific 

design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has 

suggested possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation to determine the 

presence/absence of archaeology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

 The site is within 20m of the Hollies Woodland Local Wildlife Site and Site of Importance for Nature 

conservation and also 800m from the ‘Dunns Pool’ SINC. There may therefore be a significant impact on 

this objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

This is a large greenfield site of 14.9 ha, of primarily pastures and may have a significant negative effect 

on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? This is a large site, primarily of pastures of grade 3 agricultural land, so is likely to have a minor negative 

effect on this objective in relation to soils. 

There is capacity at the local STW.  The site is within a groundwater vulnerability zone and so may have 

a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This is a large site outside of flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding Area and/or Minerals Consultation area for shallow 

coal and brick clay (See Fig A16 - Warwickshire MSA’s - British Geological Society) so will have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 
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15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies within walking distance (350m) of a regular bus route, the 765/785, an hourly service from 

07:00 to 18:40 (and 450 to 500m from the bus stops).  The key service centre/Main town of Dordon lies 

immediately west of the site, but the site does not lie within 600m of a town centre so there is likely to 

be a minor positive effect on this objective. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a large greenfield site of 14.9 ha and so is likely to have a significant negative effect.  

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies within walking distance of a regular bus route, the 765/785, an hourly service from 07:00 to 

18:40 (and 450 to 500m from the bus stops).  However, the site is not within walking distance of any 

allocated employment site so there is likely to be a minor positive effect overall on this objective. 
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20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The site is not within 600m walking distance of any school and will have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

Site Code: DOR/POL16B (Land RO Bardon View Road/ Whitehouse Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 12.6HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is within 550m Birchwood Primary School using the pedestrian access from the site onto Bardon 

New Road.  The site lies within walking distance (80-100m) of a regular bus route, the 765/785, an 

hourly service from 07:00 to 18:40.  Other community services lie more than 600m and 1.5 km away. 

The site therefore will have a negligible effect.  

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The site is not within walking distance of a Village Hall or other community facility, so will have a 

negligible effect. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site is within 50m of the AE22 and 23 public footpaths along Common Lane, with links to the 

surrounding countryside.  There is likely to be a minor positive effect of the site on this objective. 
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4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively large (12.6ha) and so will have a 

significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

The site is within 50m of the AE22 and 23 public footpaths along Common Lane, with links to the 

surrounding countryside.  The Royal Oak Pub lies 540m to the north near to the Canal Towpath around 

590 to 600m away. Other community services lie more than 600m to 1.5 km away. There is likely to be 

a minor positive effect of the site on this objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

--? This is a large greenfield site of 12.6 ha, of small pastures including an ex allotment garden and large 

house.  
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8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

There is no impact on settings or views of designated assets from this site/area. The HEA indicates that 

this site lies within an area of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for impacts 

on undisturbed former common land and possibility of as yet unrecorded archaeology. There is a medium 

to low impact on the historic landscape relating to large irregular fields created by amalgamation of 19C 

planned enclosure fields and some surviving examples to the western half of the site. Therefore, the 

development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation to determine the presence/absence of 

archaeology. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

The site is within 50m of the Hollies Woodland Local Wildlife Site and Site of Importance for Nature 

conservation and also 525m from the Orchard, potential LWS. There may therefore be a significant 

impact on this objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

This is a large greenfield site of 12.6 ha and may have a significant negative effect on this objective. 
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11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? This site comprises grade 3 agricultural land and so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective in relation to soil. 

There is capacity at the local STW. The site is within a groundwater vulnerability zone and so may have a 

further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, development of new housing on greenfield land would increase 

the area of impermeable surfaces and could therefore increase overall flood risk, particularly where the 

sites are large in size or are within high risk flood zones.   

This is a large site of 12.6 ha, outside flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, and is likely to have a negligible effect on 

this objective.  

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding Area for shallow coal and brick clay so will have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies within walking distance (80-100m) of a regular bus route, the 765/785, an hourly service 

from 07:00 to 18:40. The site is also within 50m of the AE22 and 23public footpaths with links to the 

surrounding countryside.  The site does not lie within 600m of a town centre so there is likely to be a 

minor rather than significant positive effect on this objective. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a large greenfield site of 12.6 ha and is likely to have a significant negative effect.  

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 
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19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies within walking distance (80-100m) of a regular bus route, the 765/785, an hourly service 

from 07:00 to 18:40. The site is also within 50m of the AE22 and 23public footpaths with links to the 

surrounding countryside. The site does not lie within 600m of an allocated Employment site  so there is 

likely to be a minor rather than significant positive effect on this objective. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The Birchwood Primary School is around 550m walking distance away using the pedestrian access from 

the site onto Bardon New Road. There is likely to be a minor positive effect. 

Site Code: POL17 (Land rear of 19 Dordon Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.24HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.    

There is a bus route, within 600m from various points in Polesworth (Stipers Hill, Nethersole St, Station 

road, Pooley View, Birchmoor Road, Hermitage Lane, Bridge Street and Tamworth Road) which operates 

a frequent service (hourly or better) Monday – Sunday which goes to Atherstone, Tamworth, Nuneaton 

and further destinations (885, 765, 48 and the Flexibus 219 although this only operates on a Tuesday 

and goes to Atherstone once a day. Polesworth Secondary School is within 250m of the site and also 

Polesworth Sports Centre (as it has dual use with the school).  Birchwood Primary School is within 300m 

of the site.  Polesworth Baptist Church is within 500m of the site.  A significant positive effect on this 

objective is likely. 
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2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre, the nearest one is the village hall which is over 700m away from the site, so a negligible effect on 

this objective is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The doctors Surgery is over 600m away, and the nearest open 

space is over 600m away at Abbey Green.  However, the AE16 footpath is within 600m of the site so an 

overall minor positive effect on this objective is likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.24ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  There is a 

footpath within 600m but no other recreational/cultural facilities so an overall minor positive effect is 

likely. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 169                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.24 ha and a greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to archaeology, the historic 

landscape and the impacts on views and settings of/from designated assets.  Therefore, the development 

of this site could have negligible effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage 

uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the 

planning application stage 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 900m of a Local Wildlife 

Site known as the Hollies so could have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.24ha) and on greenfield land and is likely to have a minor negative 

effect on this objective. 
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11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is not on agricultural land so a negligible effect is likely in relation to soils.   

There are no known capacity issues at the local STW but the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone which may have a minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect.  

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Sand and Gravel and shallow 

coal) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre so a minor positive effect is likely overall.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (0.24ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation so a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

++? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m walking distance of both Birchwood Primary and Polesworth secondary School so could have 

a significant positive effect on this objective. 
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Dordon 

Site Code: DOR26 Allocated site MIXED USE (RESIDENTIAL & OPEN SPACE) 36.65 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where residential development takes place within walking 

distance (600m) of community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be 

more easily able to access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will 

enable residents to reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of 

private cars. 

This site lies within walking distance (50m) of a bus stop and adjoins the route of bus service 765, an 

hourly service between 07:00 and 18:40.  The Kingdom Hall lies around 485m away although other 

community services are more than 600m away.  It is considered that the site may therefore have an 

overall negligible effect on access to services. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

There are no community centres within walking distance of the site, resulting in a negligible effect. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site will contain area of open space as part of the mixed use development proposed, and there are 

footpath links to the surrounding countryside via the AE38 and AE23 PRoW’s.  However, there are no 

healthcare facilities such as doctor’s surgeries within walking distance; therefore a minor positive effect is 

likely overall. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The site is relatively large (36.65ha) so it is likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective 

although it is recognised that not all of the site would comprise residential development. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing and open space developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend 

on factors such as the incorporation of green space within the sites which, depending on design and the 

use of appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of development (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the site options on 

this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The provision of open space alongside housing as part of a mixed-use development will have at least a 

minor positive effect in relation to this objective as this will enable residents there to easily engage in 

active outdoor recreation.  However, proximity to other existing recreational and cultural assets will also 

influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The Kingdom Hall lies around 485m away and the Congregational Chapel 742m. Other community 

services are more than 600m away.  The site also lies 580m from the Black Swan Inn pub at Grendon 

and 350m from the Simla Restaurant on the A5.  There are footpath links to the surrounding countryside 

via the AE38 and AE23 PRoW’s and the site contains an area of open space.  It is considered that the site 

is therefore likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

--?/+ Where development will take place on greenfield land, the character of the local environment is more 

likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, 

effects are uncertain depending on the design of new development and the quality of the landscape. 

This site is large (36.65ha) and includes agricultural pastureland to the north and a former working 

minerals site and spoil heap to the south.  Regeneration and growth has occurred and there are still 

some significant areas of spoil which are considered to be predominantly brownfield.  Nevertheless, the 

site is considered mainly greenfield in character and a significant negative effect is therefore likely.  

However, the provision of open space as part of a mixed use proposal will help to enhance the character 

and appearance of the site; regardless of location.  Therefore all mixed use sites will also have a minor 

positive effect which will lead to mixed effects overall. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-?/+? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

There are low impacts on the settings or views of designated assets from this site/area, principally Hall 

End Farm. The HEA indicates that this site lies within an area of low sensitivity to development in relation 

to the historic landscape.  However, there are medium potential archaeological impacts on the south of 

the site close to Watling Street, affecting potential Roman features and the site is considered to be of 

medium sensitivity. Therefore, the residential development component of this site could have a minor 

negative effect on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be 

influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application 

stage and the HEA has suggested possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation. 

For the open space component of the mixed-use development, the medium sensitivity of the site to 

cultural heritage means that a minor positive effect may occur, resulting in mixed effects overall, 

because the provision of open space within the same development could mitigate the potential negative 

effects and help to avoid adverse effects.   
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Development sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure as would be expected in a mixed-use development as proposed at this site.  

Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the potential for an adverse 

effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and may even result in 

beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on each site, or 

undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be determined at 

this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals are developed 

and submitted as part of a planning application.  It is, however, noted that the detailed policy proposal 

for this site states that any development brief or similar for the site will need to address the retention 

and long term management of designated Local Wildlife sites and the delivery of accessible public open 

space within the site. 

The proposed residential component of the site lies approximately 45m from the Orchard site of 

importance for nature conservation (SINC) and from a LWS to the north east of the A5 and may 

therefore have a significant negative effect. Other LWS’s and SINC’s lie to the east around 70m away. 

Part of the site itself has been put forward for designation as a potential SINC, extending from the 

current area at the Orchard.  It is also noted that in its consultation responses in relation to this site 

Natural England and Warwickshire Wildlife Trust both commented on the presence of the Orchard Colliery 

West Local Wildlife Site within the site and the need to retain the ecological interest of the site.  

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

The site is 36.65ha mainly greenfield, (including regenerated/re-naturalised ex-minerals uses) so it is 

likely to have a significant negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? The site is not classed as Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a negligible effect on this 

objective in relation to soils. 

However, there will be capacity issues at Grendon STW and the site lies within a groundwater 

vulnerability zone and part within a primary/secondary aquifer which may have a significant negative 

effect in relation to hydrology.  The overall impact on this objective is mixed. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 177                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0/+ While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This is a large site outside the flood zones 2, 3a or 3b so a negligible effect is likely in relation to the 

housing development.  The provision of open space alongside the housing as part of a mixed use site 

means that a minor positive effect is also likely as this will increase the area of permeable surfaces within 

the development and will provide benefits in relation to flood risk management.  It is noted that in its 

consultation response in relation to this site the Environment Agency commented on the presence of the 

floodplain of Penmire Brook within part of the site and the need for further assessment of flood risk in 

that area. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new development 

may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is assumed that new 

houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy NW9: Energy 

Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient energy 

consumption will not be determined by the location of development; therefore the effect of all of the 

proposed residential and mixed use sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (Building Stone, Shallow Coal) and/or Minerals 

Consultation area so will have a minor negative effect on this objective.  The southern part of the site 

includes a significant worked ex-mineral open casting area.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

This site lies within walking distance (50m) of a bus stop and adjoins the route of bus service 765, an 

hourly service from 07:00 to 18:40.  However, the site does not lie within 600m of a town centre.  There 

is therefore likely to be an overall minor positive effect on this objective. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the location, 

particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good opportunities for 

incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing development is proposed on 

brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings and materials. 

The site is 36.65ha of mainly greenfield land, including regenerated ex-minerals uses and pastureland so 

mixed use development may have a significant negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing/open space sites will not affect this 

objective and the effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing/open space sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  

While housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

++ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies within walking distance (50m) of a bus stop and adjoins the route of bus service 765, an 

hourly service from 07:00 to 18:40. The site also lies within 500m of an allocated Employment Site.  

There is therefore likely to be a significant positive effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies more than 600m walking distance from the nearest primary/secondary school so a minor 

negative effect may occur. 

Site Code: DOR23 (Chapel House, Dunns Lane) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.26 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The nearest community services/ facilities are under 500m away (St Leonards Church). The site is just 

over 600m away from the nearest bus route. . It is considered that the site may therefore have a 

negligible effect on access to services. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

There are no community centres within walking distance of the site, resulting in a negligible effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site lies 100m from an area of open space (Orchard Site). There are footpath links to the 

surrounding countryside and Dordon itself, via the AE36 and AE37 PRoW’s bordering the site.  The 

Doctors Surgery is over 600m walking distance of the site. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The site is relatively small (0.26ha) so it is considered likely to have a minor positive effect on this 

objective. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

There are footpath links to the surrounding countryside and Dordon itself, via the AE36 and AE37 PRoW’s 

bordering the site. It is considered that the site may therefore have a minor positive effect on this 

objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As this is a small (0.26ha) predominantly greenfield site it is likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

There is no impact on settings or views of designated assets from this site/area. The HEA indicates that 

this site lies within an area of medium to low sensitivity for potential impacts on archaeology with past 

evidence of disturbance and low impact on historic landscape, being located within pre 1880’s housing. 

Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through the archaeological monitoring during groundworks. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

The site has a series of TPOs.  The site also lies within 100m the Orchard Colliery LWS which may have a 

significant negative effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

This is a small site of 0.26ha and is predominantly greenfield so is likely to have a minor negative effect 

on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? This site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective in 

relation to soils. 

Additional capacity will be required at Grendon STW and the site is within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone.  This may result in a significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 182                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is fairly small, 0.26ha’s, outside flood zones 2, 3a or 3b. so the site is considered likely to have a 

negligible effect on this objective. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding Area for building stone and shallow coal so will have 

a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

- The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies more than reasonable walking distance (600m) of a bus stop and route and of any town 

centre.  There is therefore likely to be a minor negative effect on this objective. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

The site is 0.26ha of predominantly greenfield land, so it may have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

- The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies more than reasonable walking distance (600m) of a bus stop and route and any allocated 

employment site.  There is therefore likely to be a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies more than 600m walking distance from the nearest primary/secondary school.  There is 

therefore likely to be a negative effect on this objective. 

Site Code: DOR25 (Windy Ridge, Dunns Lane) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.53HA’S 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The nearest community services/facilities are under 400m away (St Leonards Church).  The site is just 

over 600m away from the nearest bus route.  It is therefore considered that the site is likely to have a 

negligible effect on access to services. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

There are no community centres within walking distance of the site, resulting in a negligible effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site adjoins an area of open space. There are footpath links to the surrounding countryside and 

Dordon itself, via the AE36 and AE37 PRoW’s bordering the site.  The Doctors Surgery is just within 

600m walking distance of the site so a significant positive effect on this objective is likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The site is relatively small (0.53ha) so it is considered likely to have a minor rather than significant 

positive effect on this objective. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

The site lies more than reasonable walking distance (600m) from a bus stop and route (765).  There are 

footpath links to the surrounding countryside and Dordon itself, via the AE36 and AE37 PRoW’s bordering 

the site.  It is considered that the site may therefore have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As this is a relatively small (0.53ha) site, predominantly greenfield land, it is likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 
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8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--?  The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

There is no impact on settings or views of designated assets from this site/area. The HEA indicates that 

this site lies within an area of medium sensitivity on undisturbed wooded area away from the historic 

settlement, with potential for impacts on as yet unrecorded archaeology. There is a medium to high 

impact on the historic landscape relating to the large Birch Coppice woodland which is at least 19C or 

earlier ion date.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA recommends that 

development here should be avoided.  Therefore, the development of this site could have a significant 

negative effect on this objective.  No mitigation works have been suggested. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

The site lies adjacent the Orchard Colliery LWS so may have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

This is a small site of 0.53ha, on predominantly greenfield land, so is likely to have a minor negative 

effect on this objective. 
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11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is partly garden and Grade 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective in relation to soil. 

Additional capacity will be required at Grendon STW and the site is within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone so there is likely to be a significant effect on this objective in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is fairly small, 0.53ha site, outside flood zones 2, 3a or 3b.  This site is therefore considered 

likely to have a negligible effect on this objective. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding Area for building stone and shallow coal so will have 

a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

- The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies more than reasonable walking distance of a bus stop and route and of any town centre. 

There is therefore likely to be a minor negative effect on this objective. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

The site is 0.53ha of predominantly greenfield land, so it may have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

- The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies more than reasonable walking distance of a bus stop and route (No. 765) and any allocated 

employment site.  There is therefore likely to be a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies more than 600m walking distance from the nearest primary/secondary school.  There is 

therefore likely to be a minor negative effect on this objective. 

 

Site Code: DOR27 (Land at Chestnuts Watling Street)    Allocated site   RESIDENTIAL  0.1 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site lies within walking distance (50m) of a bus stop and adjoins the route of bus service 765, an 

hourly service from 07:00 to 18:40. The Kingdom Hall lies around 430m away and the Congregational 

Chapel over 700m. Other community services are more than 600m away. It is considered that the site 

may therefore have a negligible effect on access to services. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

There are no community centres within walking distance of the site, resulting in a negligible effect. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site lies within walking distance of footpath links to the surrounding countryside via the AE24 and 

AE23 PRoW’s which helps generate a minor positive effect. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The site is a small garden area so it is considered likely to have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

The Kingdom Hall lies around 430m away and the Congregational Chapel over 700m. Other community 

services are more than 600m away. The site also lies 300m from the Simla Restaurant on the A5. There 

are footpath links to the surrounding countryside via the AE24 and AE23 PRoW’s. the site contains an 

area of open space.  It is considered that the site may therefore have a minor positive effect on this 

objective. 
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7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

-? As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.   

This is a small garden site likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

There are no impacts on the settings or views of designated assets from this site, principally Hall End 

Farm. The HEA indicates that this site lies within an area of low sensitivity to development in relation to 

the historic landscape. However, there are medium potential archaeological impacts from the site close to 

Watling Street, affecting potential Roman features and the site is considered to be of medium sensitivity. 

Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this objective.  HEA has 

suggested possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation. 

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.   

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

The site lies approximately 75m from the Orchard Colliery and Dordon Spoil Heap LWS to the north east 

of the A5 and may therefore have a significant negative effect although the small size of the site may 

limit the impact.  
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

The site is small greenfield so is likely have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? The site is small garden area not on grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a negligible 

effect on this objective in relation to soil. 

There will be capacity issues at Grendon STW and the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability zone 

which may have a significant negative effect. The overall impact on this objective is therefore mixed. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This is a small site outside the flood zones 2, 3a or 3b. This site is considered likely to have a negligible 

effect on this objective. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (Building Stone, Shallow Coal) and/or Minerals 

Consultation area so will have a minor negative effect on this objective.  

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies within walking distance (50m) of a bus stop and adjoins the route of bus service 765, an 

hourly service from 07:00 to 18:40. The key service centre/Main town of Dordon (identified in the Core 

strategy settlement hierarchy) lies to the west of the site although the site does not lie within 600m of a 

town centre or allocated Employment Site.  There is likely to be a minor positive effect on this objective. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

The site is small, 0.1ha’s, greenfield garden so it may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible 
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19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies within walking distance (50m) of a bus stop and adjoins the route of bus service 765, an 

hourly service from 07:00 to 18:40. The site lies within 500m of an allocated Employment Site 

(DOR18/18/20).  There is likely to be a minor positive effect on this objective. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies more than 600m walking distance from the nearest primary/secondary school so a minor 

negative impact is likely. 

 

Site Code: DOR5 (Land at Dunns Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 1.2HA’S 

This site adjoins and is linked to a larger site (DOR17) that will be accessed via the A5 to the south. Access and walking distances used assume a link through 

the site to the south, unless footpath links enable alternative routes to be used. Access to the north will be via Dunns Lane. The site is assessed separately 

from the larger southern site as it is in different ownership but should be considered in conjunction with the DOR17 site assessments. 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

-- The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The nearest community services/ facilities and public transport links are more than 600m away from this 

site; therefore development here may have a significant negative effect on this objective.   
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2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

There are no community centres within walking distance of the site; therefore a negligible effect on this 

objective is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

This site lies more than 600m from the nearest recreation area and open space at the Miners 

Welfare/Social club and is not within 600m of any healthcare facilities.  However, there are footpath links 

to the surrounding countryside and Dordon itself, via the AE36 and AE37 PRoW’s bordering the site; 

therefore an overall minor positive effect is likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (1.2ha) so it is likely to have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect on this objective. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

There are footpath links to the surrounding countryside and Dordon itself, via the AE36 and AE37 PRoW’s 

bordering the site.  The site is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect on this objective. 
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7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This is a small (1.2ha) site on predominantly greenfield land; therefore it is likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

There is no impact on settings or views of designated assets from this site/area.  However, the HEA 

indicates that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for impacts on 

archaeology and historic landscape relating to woodland and medieval field patterns.  Emphasis should 

be made on avoiding fragmentation of historic woodland landscape features affected and divided by the 

site.  There are also potential impacts on Roman features close to Watling Street.  Therefore, the 

development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

The site lies around 25m from Dunns Lane Pool Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) and 

100m from the northern border of the Orchard SINC.  Development here may therefore have a 

significant negative effect on this objective.  
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

This is a small site of 1.2ha, on predominantly greenfield land (although it also includes what appears to 

be a builder’s yard storage area) and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on grade 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective in 

relation to soils. 

Additional capacity will be required at Grendon STW and the site is within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone so may have a significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding Area for building stone and shallow coal so will have 

a minor negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

- The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies more than reasonable walking distance (600m) from a bus stop and from a town centre. 

There is therefore likely to be a minor negative effect on this objective. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

The site is relatively small (1.2ha) and on predominantly greenfield land; therefore development here 

may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 
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19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

- The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies more than reasonable walking distance (600m) from a bus stop and route (No. 765) and any 

allocated employment site.  Therefore there is likely to be a minor negative effect on this objective. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies more than 600m walking distance from the nearest primary/secondary school; therefore 

there may be a minor negative effect on this objective. 

Site Code: DOR7 (Land at Dunns Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 3.0HA'S 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

-- The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

This site lies more than 600m from the nearest community services/facilities; therefore may have a 

significant negative effect on this objective.  

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

There are no community centres within walking distance of the site; therefore a negligible effect on this 

objective is likely. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 200                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site lies more than 600m from the nearest recreation area/open space or any healthcare facilities.  

However, there are footpath links to the surrounding countryside and Dordon itself, via the AE36 and 

AE37 PRoW’s 50 to 100m from the site, which will have an overall minor positive effect. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

This is a relatively small site of 3.0 ha so it is likely to have a minor rather than significant positive effect 

on this objective. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

The site lies more than reasonable walking distance of any recreational facilities, pubs or 

halls/community centres.  However, there are footpath links to the surrounding countryside, via the AE36 

and AE37 PRoW’s 50 to 100m from the site.  It is therefore considered that the site may have an overall 

minor positive effect on this objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As a small mainly greenfield site of 3.0 ha it is likely that this site would have a minor negative effect on 

this objective. 
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8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site lies within an area of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the 

potential for impacts on archaeology and historic landscape in an area of undisturbed land immediately 

south west of Dordon Hall post medieval garden and 19C planned enclosure fields. There are also likely 

to be a medium impact on the settings and views of Dordon Hall, a Grade 2 Listed building. Therefore, 

the development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation to determine the presence/absence of 

archaeology and screening of the site from Listed Buildings. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

The site adjoins the southern boundary of the Hollies Site of Importance for Nature Conservation and lies 

around 290m from Dunns Lane Pool and the Orchard SINC’s.  There is also a TPO on the site; therefore 

development here may have a significant negative effect on this objective.  

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

The site is small (3.0ha) mainly greenfield pastureland; therefore it is likely to have a minor negative 

effect on this objective. 
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11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is predominantly pastureland, of Grade 3 quality, so is likely to have a minor negative effect on 

this objective in relation to soils. 

Additional capacity will be required at Grendon STW and the site is within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone.  There is therefore likely to be a significant negative effect on this objective in relation to 

hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside flood zones 2, 3a or 3b. This site is considered likely to have a negligible effect on this 

objective. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding Area for building stone and shallow coal so will have 

a minor negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

- The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies more than reasonable walking distance (600m) from a bus stop and route (No. 765) or a 

town centre.  Therefore, there is likely to be a minor negative effect on this objective. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

The site is relatively small (3.0ha) and is predominantly greenfield pastureland, so development here is 

likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 
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19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

- The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies more than reasonable walking distance (600m) from a bus stop and route (No. 765) or 

allocated employment site.  Therefore, there is likely to be a minor negative effect on this objective. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies more than 600m walking distance from the nearest primary/secondary school so a minor 

negative effect on this objective may occur. 

Site Code: DOR9/GRE9 (Part of Land off Watling Street) Reasonable alternative site option 25.82ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  

There is no Post Office in Grendon. There is a regular bus service (785) to Atherstone and Nuneaton, and 

also a regular service (766) to Tamworth and Atherstone which can be accessed on Watling Street.  

There is a service (57) that operates on a Sunday to Atherstone/Nuneaton and Coventry.  The Grendon 

Village Hall (former Baddesley Youth Club) is 230m away. Boot Hill Methodist Chapel is within 220m of 

the site. The site will therefore have a minor positive effect. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre 

and so will have a minor positive effect. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no doctors surgery in Grendon, with people having to 

travel to Baddesley Ensor, Dordon or surrounding areas.  However, the AE38 footpath runs down one 

side of this site and the AE23, AE24 and AE39 are all within 600m of the site.  There is a recreation 

ground within 250m at the rear of Penmire Road.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is large (25.82ha) and will therefore have a 

significant positive effect on this objective. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   The site is 

within 100m of both the Black Swan and The Boot Inn Public Houses (although these are over the 

opposite side of the road and the A5 has to be crossed) and it is also within 100m of Grendon Working 

Mens Club.  There are footpaths near by and also a recreation ground within 250m walking distance 

alongside the Grendon Village Hall (former Baddesley Youth Club), which is 230m away.  Boot Hill 

Methodist Chapel is also within 220m of the site. The site will therefore have a significant positive effect. 
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7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

--? As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  This site is 25.82ha and on greenfield land; therefore it 

may have a significant negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site lies partly within an area of medium to high sensitivity to development in 

relation to the potential for impacts on archaeology and features associated with a relatively undisturbed 

area located north of Watling Street and medium impact on historic landscape on an area of likely 19C 

planned enclosure. Therefore, the development of this site could have a significant negative effect on this 

objective.  There are no impacts identified on settings and views of any heritage assets.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through trial trench evaluation to determine the presence/absence of 

archaeology and retain the 19C field boundaries where possible. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is within 250m of a Local 

Wildlife Site known Riddings Wood, which may have a significant negative effect on this objective. 
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is large (25.82ha) and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

significant negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective in relation to soils.  

There are no capacity issues at Grendon STW.  However, the site contains a primary/secondary aquifer 

and a groundwater vulnerability zone so may have a significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

-? While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding 

The site is partly affected by both flood zones 2 and 3, with around 4.8 ha being within those flood 

zones.  However, the remaining majority of the site (21.02ha) lies outside of the flood zones.  Only the 

area outside the flood zone would be considered appropriate for development; therefore a minor 

negative effect is likely but there is some uncertainty attached to reflect the presence of the flood zone 

affecting the site along Penmire Brook. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding Area for building stone and shallow coal so will have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a transport link but 

not a town centre and will therefore have a minor positive effect.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a large (25.82ha) greenfield site and is therefore likely to have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 
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19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not any allocated 

employment site and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

not within 600m of a school so development here could have a negative effect on this objective. 

Site Code: DOR16C (Land RO Dunns Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 6.55HA’S 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

This site is within 450m of St Leonard’s Church and Hall while the Dordon Institute Social Club lies 495m 

away and Dordon Village Hall 550m.  The Dordon Community Primary School is around 425m to 500m 

walking distance away opposite the Community Library.  The post office is also around 575m away.  The 

site lies within 200m walking distance of a regular bus route, the 765, an hourly service from 07:00 to 

18:40 although the most visible bus stop is around 450m away.  The site therefore will have a significant 

positive effect on this objective. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The site is within walking distance of Dordon Village Hall (550m) which is available for hire and the 

Dordon Social Institute, both off Browns Lane.  The St Leonards Parish Hall also lies 450m away, so the 

site will have a minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles. 

The site is within 125m of the Doctors Surgery on Long street.  There is an area of public open space to 

the rear of the surgery with childrens equipped play area.  The site is within 50m of the AE23 public 

footpath with links to the surrounding countryside.  There are also playing fields off Kittwood Avenue 650 

to 700m to the north.  Therefore there is likely to be a significant positive effect on this objective. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This site is relatively large (6.55ha) and so will have a 

significant  positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

This site is within 450m of St Leonard’s Church and Hall while the Dordon Institute Social Club lies 495m 

away and Dordon Village Hall 550m.  The Dordon Community Primary School is around 425m to 

500mwalking distance away opposite the Community Library, also around 500m away.  The post office is 

also around 575m away. Other community services lie between 600m and 1.5 km away. The Cuckoos 

Rest is around 500m away and the Dordon Working Mens Club lies closer at 310m away.  There is 

therefore likely to be a significant positive effect of the site on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

--? This site is large (6.55ha) and is on greenfield land; therefore may have a significant negative effect on 

this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

There is no impact on settings or views of designated assets from this site/area. The HEA indicates that 

this site lies within an area of medium to high sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

impacts on archaeology and historic landscape relating to undisturbed former common land. There may 

be some upstanding ridge and furrow to the north western third of the site, with piecemeal enclosure of 

former open medieval field systems. Therefore, the development of this site could have a significant 

negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation to determine the presence/absence of 

archaeology and a record made of the upstanding ridge and furrow earthwork prior to any development. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

The site immediately adjoins the Hollies Woodland Local Wildlife Site and Site of Importance for Nature 

conservation and also within 130m of the ‘Orchard’ SINC, an area or re-naturalised, ex-mined and tipped 

land.  There is a TPO on the boundary of the site.  There may therefore be a significant impact on this 

objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

This site is large (6.55ha) and is on greenfield land, so will have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? This site is on grade 3 agricultural land and therefore is likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective in relation to soils. 

There is capacity at the local STW, although the site is within a groundwater vulnerability zone.  There is 

therefore likely to be a minor negative impact on these objectives. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site is outside of flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect.  

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding Area for shallow coal and brick clay so is likely to 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies within walking distance of a regular bus route, the 765.  However, the site does not lie 

within 600m of a town centre so there is likely to be a minor positive effect on this objective overall. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a greenfield site of 6.55 ha and is therefore likely to have a significant negative effect.  

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 214                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   The site is close to the bus service/route with bus stops also within 

reasonable walking distance although it lies beyond 600m walking distance to the nearest employment 

allocation; therefore an overall minor positive effect on this objective is likely. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

++? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The Dordon Community Primary School is around 425m to 500m walking distance from this site.  There 

is also a Social Education Centre at the Shortwoods, 520 m away.  There could therefore be a significant 

positive effect. 

Site Code: DOR16D (Land RO Church Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 3.29ha’s 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is within 290m of St Leonard’s Church and Hall and 410m of Dordon Village Hall. The Dordon 

Community Primary School is around 350m to 400m walking distance away opposite the Community 

Library, around 420m. The site lies within walking distance of a regular bus route, the 765, an hourly 

service from 07:00 to 18:40. The site therefore will have a significant effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The site is within 600m walking distance of both Dordon Village Hall and the St Leonards Parish Hall, so 

will have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site is within 75m of the Doctors Surgery on Long street. There is an area of public open space to the 

rear of the surgery with childrens equipped play area.  The site is within 50m of the AE23 public footpath 

with links to the surrounding countryside. There are playing fields off Kittwood Avenue 650 to 700m to 

the north.  There is therefore likely to be a significant positive effect of the site on this objective. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This is a relatively small site of 3.29ha and so will have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

There is an area of public open space to the rear of the surgery with Children’s equipped play area 

around 50m away.  The site is within 50m of the AE23 public footpath with links to the surrounding 

countryside. The Birch Coppice Working Mens club Club, is around 220m away and there are playing 

fields off Kittwood Avenue 700m to the north. The site is within 290m of St Leonard’s Church and Hall 

while the Dordon Institute Social Club lies 350m away and Dordon Village Hall 410m. The Dordon 

Community Primary School is around 350m to 400mwalking distance away opposite the Community 

Library, around 420m.  There is therefore likely to be a significant positive effect of the site on this 

objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This is a small greenfield site of 3.29 ha, of ex allotment gardens or small pastures and so will have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

There is no impact on settings or views of designated assets from this site/area. The HEA indicates that 

this site lies within an area of medium to high sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

impacts on as yet unrecorded archaeology and historic landscape relating undisturbed former common 

land. There may be some upstanding ridge and furrow to the western two thirds of the site, with 

piecemeal enclosure of former open medieval field systems. Therefore, the development of this site could 

have a significant negative effect on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as 

they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning 

application stage and the HEA has suggested possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench 

evaluation to determine the presence/absence of archaeology and a record made of the upstanding ridge 

and furrow earthwork prior to any development. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 217                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

This site is within 100m of the Hollies Woodland Local Wildlife Site and Site of Importance for Nature 

conservation and also within 130m of the Orchard LWS.  There may therefore be a significant impact on 

this objective although it is noted that there is considerable built development between the site and 

these biodiversity sites. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

This is a small greenfield site of 3.29 ha, of ex allotment gardens or small pastures and so will have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? This is a small greenfield site of ex allotment gardens or small pastures of grade 3 agricultural land and 

so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective in relation to soils. 

There is capacity at the local STW, although the site is within a groundwater vulnerability zone and may 

therefore have an overall minor negative effect ibn relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This is a small site outside of flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding Area and/or Minerals Consultation area for shallow 

coal and brick clay so will have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies within walking distance of a regular bus route although the site does not lie within 600m of a 

town centre so there is likely to be a minor positive effect on this objective overall. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site of 3.29 ha and is likely to have a minor negative effect.  

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is close (110m) to a bus service/route but is over 600m from the 

nearest allocated employment site, so there is likely to be a minor positive effect on this objective 

overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The Dordon Community Primary School is around 350m to 400 walking distance away.  There is also a 

Social education Centre at the Shortwoods nearby, 350m away, so there is likely to be a minor positive 

effect. 
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Site Code: DOR18 (Land East of Gypsy Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL  17.26HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++? The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

This site lies within walking distance (20m) of a bus stop and adjoins the route of bus service 765, an 

hourly service between 07:00 and 18:40.  The St Leonard’s Church of England Church and Hall is around 

425m away and the Congregational Chapel is closer at 100m away, as is the Kingdom Hall at only 25m 

from the site (although these are located across the busy A5 trunk road).  The post office and Co-Op 

shop both lie around 510m away using the A5 footbridge 225m to the west but other community services 

are more than 600m away (the village hall lies just over 620m away). This site may therefore have a 

significant positive effect on access to services, although the accessibility across the A5 does raise issues 

so there is some uncertainty attached. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+? The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The St Leonard’s Church of England Church and Hall is around 425m away (therefore within walking 

distance), so a minor positive effect is considered likely although the accessibility across the A5 does 

raise issues. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

This site lies about 450m from the recreation area and open space at the Miners Welfare/Social club, with 

footpath links to the surrounding countryside via the AE50 PRoW which runs through the south-western 

boundary of the site.  All other open space/recreation and health care facilities lie further than 600m 

away and a minor positive effect is therefore likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

This site is large (17.26ha) and will therefore have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++? The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

This site is 450m from the recreation area and open space at the Miners Welfare/Social club, with 

footpath links to the surrounding countryside via the AE50 PRoW which runs through the south-western 

side of the site.  The St Leonard’s Church of England Church and Hall is around 425m away.  The post 

office and Co-Op shop lie around 510m away using the A5 footbridge 225m to the west.  The Simla 

restaurant lies 60m away, the Congregational Chapel 100m away and the Kingdom Hall only 25m away, 

although all these are across the busy A5 trunk road.  This site may therefore have a significant positive 

effect on this objective, although the accessibility across the A5 does raise issues. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

-- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.   

This site is large (17.26ha) and on greenfield land so is likely to have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 
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8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

There is no impact on settings or views of designated assets from this site/area. The HEA indicates that 

this site lies within an area of medium sensitivity in relation to the potential for impacts on archaeology 

on relatively undisturbed land south west of Watling street. Medieval pottery scatters noted on south 

west quarter. There is a medium impact on the historic landscape relating to remains of former medieval 

open fields. Therefore the development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation to determine the presence/absence of 

archaeology. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

This site lies approximately 70m from the Orchard site of importance for nature conservation (SINC) and 

Local Wildlife Site to the north east of the A5 and may therefore have a significant negative effect.  Other 

potential LWS’s and SINC’s lie to the east around 250m away and designated Local Wildlife Sites over 

1km away. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

This is a large (17.26ha) greenfield site so development here is likely to have a significant negative effect 

on this objective. 
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11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? This site comprises mainly Grade 3 and 4 agricultural land, so is likely to have a minor negative effect in 

relation to soils. 

There may be capacity issues at Grendon STW and the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability and 

primary/secondary aquifer zone which may have a significant negative effect overall in relation to 

hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

- While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site is mainly outside the flood zones, although a narrow strip of indicative floodzone 2 and 3 cuts 

through the centre of the site following the course of the narrow Penmire Brook and varies from 15m 

width of floodzone in the west of the site to 60m width in the east of the site.  A minor negative effect is 

considered likely as the majority of the site lies outside these flood zones and any development would be 

outside this area. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

This site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area for Building Stone and Shallow Coal so will 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+?+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

This site lies within walking distance (20m) of a bus stop and adjoins the route of bus service 765, an 

hourly service from 07:00 to 18:40   The key service centre/Main town of Dordon (identified in the Core 

strategy settlement hierarchy) lies immediately north of the site although this is across the A5, (a busy 

trunk road with limited pedestrian crossing facilities).  A potential but uncertain significant positive effect 

is therefore likely.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This site is large (17.26 ha) and on greenfield land so it may have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 
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18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

++? The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  This site is close to the bus service/route the 765, an hourly service from 

07:00 to 18:40.  In addition, the site is close to an employment site allocation and it is therefore 

considered that the site may have a significant positive effect on levels of car use, although the 

accessibility across the A5 does raise issues. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies more than 600m walking distance from the nearest primary/secondary school so a minor 

negative impact may occur. 
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Site Code: DOR19 (Dordon Sewerage Works) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 2.19HA’S 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++? The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site lies within walking distance (150m) of a bus stop and adjoins the route of bus service 765, an 

hourly service from 07:00 to 18:40. The St Leonard’s Church of England Church and Hall is around 425m 

away.  The Congregational Chapel is closer at 140m away as is the Kingdom Hall at only 280m away, 

although these are across the busy A5 trunk road. The post office and Co-Op shop lie around 525m away 

using the A5 footbridge 250m to the west but other community services are more than 600m away (the 

village hall lies just over 620m away). It is considered that the site may therefore have a significant 

positive effect on access to services, although there is uncertainty attached as the accessibility across the 

A5 does raise issues. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The St Leonard’s Church of England Church and Hall is around 425m away (therefore within walking 

distance), so a minor positive effect is considered likely although the accessibility across the A5 does 

raise issues. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site lies about 450m from the recreation area and open space at the Miners Welfare/Social club, with 

footpath links to the surrounding countryside via the AE50 PRoW which runs through the south-western 

boundary of the site.  All other open space/recreation or health care facilities lie further than 600m away. 

An overall minor positive effect is likely. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 227                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The site is relatively small (2.19ha) and will therefore have a minor rather than significant positive effect 

on this objective. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++? The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

The site is 450m from the Recreation area and open space at the Miners Welfare/Social club, with 

footpath links to the surrounding countryside via the AE50 PRoW which runs through the south-western 

side of the site. The St Leonard’s Church of England Church and Hall is around 425m away.  The post 

office and Co-Op shop lie around 525m away using the A5 footbridge 250m to the west.  The Simla 

restaurant lies 425m away, the Congregational Chapel 140m away and the Kingdom Hall 275m away, 

although all these are across the busy A5 trunk road.  It is considered that the site may therefore have a 

significant positive effect on this objective, although there is uncertainty attached as the accessibility 

across the A5 does raise issues. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.   

The site is a small (2.19 ha), predominantly brownfield (ex sewage treatment plant) and so it may have 

a negligible effect on this objective. 
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8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

There are no impacts on settings or views of designated assets from this site. The impact on the 

archaeology and historic landscape is low in view of the disturbance from former sewage works. The HEA 

indicates that this site is therefore of low sensitivity and the development of this site could have a 

negligible effect on this objective.   

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

The site also lies approximately 125 to 150m from the Orchard site of importance for nature conservation 

(SINC) and LWS to the north east of the A5.and may therefore have a significant negative effect.  Other 

potential LWS’s and SINC’s lie to the east around 310m away and designated LWS’s over 525m away. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

The site is a small 2.19 ha brownfield site so it may have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? The site is a small brownfield site not previously used for agriculture, so is likely to have a negligible 

effect in relation to soils. 

There may be capacity issues at Grendon STW and the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability zone 

which may have a significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect.  

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area for Building Stone and Shallow Coal so will 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+? The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies within walking distance (150m) of a bus stop and the route of bus service 765, an hourly 

service from 07:00 to 18:40.  The key service centre/Main town of Dordon (identified in the Core 

strategy settlement hierarchy) lies immediately north of the site across the A5, (a busy trunk road with 

limited pedestrian crossing facilities) although the site does not lie within 600m of a town centre.  There 

is therefore likely to be a minor positive effect.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

The site is a small 2.19 ha brownfield site so it may have a negligible effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

++? The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site lies within walking distance (150m) of a bus stop and the route 

of bus service 765, an hourly service from 07:00 to 18:40 to Tamworth and Atherstone. However, the 

site is close to the main Employment Allocation for the Site Allocations DPD (25m) and it is therefore 

considered that the site may have a significant positive effect on levels of car use, although the 

accessibility across the A5 does raise issues so there is uncertainty attached. 
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20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies more than 600m walking distance from the nearest primary/secondary school so a minor 

negative impact is likely. 

Site Code: PS144 (Dordon Ambulance Station, Watling Street, Dordon) Reasonable alternative site option 0.91 ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 
+ 

The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site lies within walking distance (170m) of a bus stop and the route of bus service 765, an hourly 

service from 07:00 to 18:40.  The Church is around 400m away and Dordon Village Hall is around 470m 

away.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ 

The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities. The site is within 600m of Dordon Village Hall 

so a minor positive effect is likely. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness + 

Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site lies within 600m of a recreation area and open space at the back of the doctors surgery.  There 

is also a public footpath adjacent to the site and playing fields 54m away on the opposite side of the 

road.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 
+ 

All of the potential residential sites are expected to have positive effects on this objective, due to the 

nature of the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity 

with Core Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The site is small (0.91 ha) and so will have a minor rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 

The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ 

The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

The site lies within a range of facilities as listed in Objective 1 and also a club with associated playing 

fields opposite the site and a recreation ground within 600m of the site.  A significant positive effect is 

therefore likely. 
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7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 
0 

As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations.   

Where development will take place on greenfield land, the character of the local environment is more 

likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, 

effects are uncertain depending on the design of new development and the quality of the landscape. 

The site is brownfield and is likely to have a negligible effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? 

The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site lies within an area of medium to high sensitivity  for impacts on 

archaeology. The site is located on the northern edge of Watling Street and on the eastern edge of the 

medieval settlement of Hall End, Dordon. Site impacted by former Ambulance Station. Good potential for 

medieval and Roman archaeological features to exist. Some truncation likely in east.  There is likely to be 

a medium impact on the setting and views to the east of Hall End Hall, a Grade 2 Listed Building. There is 

a low impact on the historic landscape with the presence of the former ambulance station and waste 

ground. Therefore, the development of this site could have a significant negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation to determine the presence/absence of 

archaeology and design of development to incorporate screening from the listed building or sympathetic 

design to mitigate impact on setting and views. 
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9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? 

Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

The site lies approximately 320m from the Orchard site of importance for nature conservation (SINC) and 

LWS to the north east of the A5 and may therefore have a minor negative effect.  

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ 

This is a relatively small site on brownfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect on 

this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 0/--? 

The site is not on grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a negligible effect in relation to 

soils. 

However, there are capacity issues at the local STW and the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone, so a significant negative effect is likely in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 

While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 

While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- 

While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area for Building Stone and Shallow Coal so will 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 
+ 

The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site lies within walking distance of a public 

transport link but not the town centre, so a minor positive effect is likely overall. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 
0 

Any new housing development will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size and can therefore accommodate a higher number of 

new households.  However, new developments may offer good opportunities for incorporating sustainable 

waste management practices, and where housing development is proposed on brownfield land, there 

may be good opportunities for using existing buildings and materials.  This site is small (0.91ha) and on 

brownfield land so is likely to have a negligible effect.  

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 0 

While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, this will not be determined by the location of housing developments.  

Therefore, the effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 

 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 
++ 

The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  

The site lies within walking distance of a public transport link and it is opposite an allocated employment 

site; therefore a positive significant effect is likely. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 
+? 

The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies within 600m walking distance from the nearest school so is likely to have a minor positive 

effect on this objective. 
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Site Code: DOR20 (Land at Junction of A5 and Gypsy Lane) Reasonable alternative site option MIXED USE HOUSING/EMPLOYMENT 2.23HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++? The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where mixed use (housing/employment) sites are within 

walking distance (600m) of community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) 

will be more easily able to access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as 

they will enable residents to reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on 

the use of private cars.  Employees within the site will also be able to access services and facilities during 

breaks. 

The site lies within walking distance (175m) of a bus stop and adjoins the route of bus service 765, an 

hourly service from 07:00 to 18:40 to Tamworth and Atherstone.  St Leonard’s Church of England 

Church and Hall is around 425m away and the Congregational Chapel is closer at 100m away as is the 

Kingdom Hall at only 25m away, although these are across the busy A5 trunk road.  The post office and 

Co-Op shop lie around 510m away but other community services are more than 600m away (the village 

hall lies just over 620m away) using the A5 footbridge 225m to the west.  It is considered that the site 

may therefore have a significant positive effect on access to services, although the accessibility across 

the A5 does raise uncertainty. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+? The location of mixed use (housing/employment) sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; 

however where there are community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for 

community and voluntary groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The St Leonard’s Church of England Church and Hall is around 425m away (therefore within walking 

distance), so a minor positive effect is considered likely although the accessibility across the A5 means 

that there is uncertainty attached. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing and employment sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities 

will ensure that residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and 

footpaths and cycle routes may encourage residents and employees to lead more active lifestyles and to 

make more journeys (including those to and from work) on foot or by bicycle, thus promoting healthy 

lifestyles.  

The site lies about 450m from the recreation area and open space at the Miners Welfare/Social club, with 

footpath links to the surrounding countryside via the AE50 PRoW which runs along the south-western 

boundary of the site.  All other open space/recreation or health care facilities lie further than 600m away. 

A minor positive effect is therefore likely overall.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+? This potential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of the 

proposed development (mixed-use, including some housing) and it is assumed that the new housing 

development will be in conformity with Core Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 

relatively small (3.5ha) and so will have a minor positive effect in comparison to larger sites which would 

accommodate a larger number of new homes.  However, it is not currently known what proportion of this 

mixed-use site will be used for residential development; therefore there is some uncertainty attached to 

the minor positive effect.  

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing and employment development on levels of crime and fear of crime will 

depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within the sites which, depending on design 

and the use of appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night.  However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they will 

be determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

development sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++? The effects of the potential housing and employment sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the 

provision of open space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) 

within the new development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational 

and cultural assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is 450m from the recreation area and open space at the Miners Welfare/Social club, with 

footpath links to the surrounding countryside via the AE50 PRoW which runs along the south-western 

boundary of the site.  The St Leonard’s Church of England Church and Hall is around 425m away and the 

post office and Co-Op shop lie around 510m away using the A5 footbridge 225m to the west.  Simla 

restaurant lies 60m away, the Congregational Chapel 100m away and the Kingdom Hall at only 25m 

away, although all these are across the busy A5 trunk road.  It is considered that the site may therefore 

have a significant positive effect on this objective, although the accessibility across the A5 does raise 

uncertainty. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

-? As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing and employment sites is not expected to affect 

these landscape designations.  Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on 

greenfield land, the character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will 

have a more prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the 

design of new development and the quality of the landscape.  

This relatively small site is part greenfield, part brownfield (ex-sewage treatment plant) site and so it is 

likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

There are low impacts on settings or views of designated assets from this site/area at Hall End Farm. The 

impact on the historic landscape is low in view of the modern field systems prevalent. The HEA indicates 

that this site is of medium sensitivity except for the former STW area. There is potential for medium 

impact from development on archaeology in relation to areas of relatively undisturbed land and the 

potential for roman features and medieval archaeology. Therefore, the development of this site could 

have a minor negative effect on this objective.  HEA has suggested possible mitigation works through the 

use of trial trench evaluation to establish the presence/absence of archaeology. No mitigation is noted as 

required for former sewage works part of the site. 

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing and employment sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated 

conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through 

habitat damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure 

etc.  Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application. 

This site also lies approximately 70m from the Orchard site of importance for nature conservation (SINC) 

and LWS to the north east of the A5.and may therefore have a significant negative effect.  Other 

potential LWS’s and SINC’s lie to the east around 250m away and designated LWS’s over 1km away. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The site is part greenfield, part brownfield (ex-sewage treatment plant)  and is 

relatively small (2.23ha) therefore it will have a minor negative effect overall. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? Around 50% of the site is on Grade 3 agricultural land; therefore a minor negative effect is likely in 

relation to soils. 

There may be capacity issues at Grendon STW and the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability zone 

which may have a significant negative effect overall in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing/employment development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas 

emissions (both through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with 

population growth), the location of development sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of 

climate change.  These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods 

used, and whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the development, which will 

not be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new development 

may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is assumed that new 

buildings will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy NW9: Energy 

Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new development on efficient energy 

consumption will not be determined by its location; therefore the effect of all of the proposed 

development sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding Area for Building Stone and Shallow Coal so will 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+? The proximity of the housing and employment sites to services, facilities and other employment 

opportunities (many of which are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public 

transport links, could affect levels of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

This site lies within walking distance (175m) of a bus stop and adjoins the route of bus service 765, an 

hourly service from 07:00 to 18:40.  The key service centre/Main town of Dordon (identified in the Core 

strategy settlement hierarchy) lies immediately north of the site across the A5, (a busy trunk road with 

limited pedestrian crossing facilities) although the site does not lie within 600m of a town centre.  It is 

considered that the site may therefore have a minor positive effect on levels of car use, although the 

accessibility across the A5 does raise uncertainty. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing and employment developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, 

regardless of the location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may 

offer good opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials.  

The site is part greenfield, part brownfield (ex-sewage treatment plant) of 2.23ha; therefore it will have 

a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing and employment sites in the Borough, the location of potential development sites will not 

affect this objective and the effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

+? The provision of new employment sites as part of a mixed-use development is likely to have a positive 

effect on this objective by providing new and modern developments in which businesses can locate.  

Larger sites will have particularly beneficial effects although there is uncertainty attached to all scores as 

the proportion of the mixed use site that would be used for employment development is not yet known. 

This is a relatively small site (2.23ha); therefore a minor rather than significant positive effect is likely.  

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+? The provision of new employment development as part of a mixed use (residential and employment) site 

is likely to have a positive effect on this objective by ensuring that new job opportunities are provided to 

match the population growth that will result from housing development.  Larger sites will have 

particularly beneficial effects although there is uncertainty attached to all scores as the proportion of the 

mixed use site that would be used for employment development is not yet known. 

This is a relatively small site (2.23ha); therefore a minor rather than significant positive effect is likely.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+?/-? The effects of new employment development as part of a mixed use (residential and employment) site on 

this objective are likely to be positive as it should result in improved opportunities for work-based 

training and skills development.  The extent of the positive effect will be affected by the size of the 

employment site as larger sites are likely to offer particularly good opportunities for higher numbers of 

people to obtain new skills and training opportunities.   However, there is uncertainty attached to all 

scores as the proportion of the mixed use site that would be used for employment development is not yet 

known. 

This is a relatively small site (2.23ha); therefore a minor rather than significant positive effect is likely. 

In addition, the effects of housing development (as part of a mixed use site) on this objective will depend 

on the availability of school and college places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part 

on whether new places are provided as part of the new development, which is unknown at this stage.  

Effects will also depend on the proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are 

uncertainties as the effects will depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to 

accommodate new pupils.    This site lies more than 600m walking distance from the nearest 

primary/secondary school so a minor negative impact would be expected.  A mixed effect is therefore 

likely overall.  
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 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 245                June 2014 

Coleshill 

Site Code: COL1 (Land at Grimstock Hill, Lichfield Road) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 2.13ha 

Note: Due to site constraints and topography parts of the site may be difficult to develop.  The proposal has been suggested to limit the scale/density of 

development on site and facilitate access to the remaining area for either public open space or natural open space managed for biodiversity (or a mix). This 

would have an impact on the level of development/numbers of dwellings that could be delivered by this site, but have the benefit of facilitating access to open 

space. 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site lies within 600m of High Meadow Infant School, Coleshill Community Centre (and CAB) and a 

number of main bus routes/services including 90, 115, 777 & 757 to Tamworth, Chelmsley Wood, 

Atherstone and Sutton Coldfield.  There is therefore likely to be a minor positive effect on this objective. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The site lies within 600m of Coleshill Community Centre (and CAB) so there is likely to be a minor 

positive effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site is within walking distance of Cole End Park open space (300 to 400m away) and footpaths 

leading from it into the countryside, but is more than 600m walking distance from any healthcare facility.  

An overall minor positive effect is therefore likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (2.13ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

This site lies within 600m of Coleshill Community Centre (and CAB) with open space and childrens 

equipped play area adjoining.  It is also within walking distance of Cole End Park open space and 

footpaths leading from it into the countryside and approximately 550m from the Wheatsheaf pub.  An 

overall significant positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. The development of the site may 

also facilitate access to part of the area for use as open space. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This is an old ex quarry site of 2.13ha with some previous history of tipping. However, it has naturalised 

and regenerated with trees and shrubs.  Only partial redevelopment is likely as an option.  The current 

local plan designation of the site is as Open Space (relief from built development/landscape/Townscape 

character).  Nevertheless, partial development may enable access to and use of remaining area for public 

accessible Open Space and limited density/numbers will minimise tree and open space loss.  The site is 

classed as Greenfield and is relatively small so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

possible impact upon the Iron Age and Roman Features with regards to archaeology. The site has low 

sensitivity with regards to an area of modern woodland over 19th/20th century quarry works with regards 

to the possible impact on to the historic landscape. Therefore, the development of this site could have a 

minor negative effect overall on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some 

mitigation may be achieved by Trial Trenching. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

The site lies just over 300m from the nearest wildlife site at Cole End Park (a proposed LNR). Other 

SSSI’s (Blythe River) or Wildlife sites are further than 1km away so site may have a minor negative 

effect.  The site is partly covered by a blanket TPO which may have a significant negative effect.  In its 

consultation response in relation to this site, Warwickshire Wildlife Trust noted that the site consists of 

BAP priority habitat and that protected species may be an issue at the site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

This is a small (just over 2ha), mainly Greenfield site so may have a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? This is an ex quarry site not currently or previously used for agriculture.  The site is not on Grade 1, 2 or 

3 agricultural land so is likely to have a negligible effect in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW. The site lies within a primary and secondary aquifer and 

also a groundwater vulnerability zone which may have a significant negative effect in relation to 

hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area (Building stone and sand and gravel) so will 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies within 600m of a number of main bus routes/services (around 470m) including 90, 115, 777 

& 757 to Tamworth, Chelmsley Wood, Atherstone and Sutton Coldfield.  The site is not within walking 

distance of the Town Centre and is likely to have a minor positive effect overall. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small and is mainly Greenfield site so may have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies around 470m from a number of main bus routes/services including 90, 115, 777 & 757 to 

Tamworth, Chelmsley Wood, Atherstone and Sutton Coldfield and also the current Local Plan 

allocated/identified employment site along Station Road/Gorsey Lane/Roman Way. However, the site is 

not within walking distance of any Allocated Employment site in the Site Allocations Plan. the site may 

therefore have a minor positive effect. 
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20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies within 600m of High Meadow Infant School, Coleshill but all other Primary and Secondary 

educational services/schools are greater than 600m away.  There may therefore be a minor positive 

effect. 

Site Code: COL3 (Land off Park Road) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.92 ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site lies within 600m of St Peter & Paul’s Church of England Church, Coleshill Town Hall, the Library 

and a number of main bus routes/services including 90, 115, 777 & 757 to Tamworth, Chelmsley Wood, 

Atherstone and Sutton Coldfield, town centre and post office (around 400m). The site also lies around 

450m from the Primary School. There is likely to be a significant positive effect on this objective. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The site lies within 600m of Coleshill Town Hall so will have a minor positive effect. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site adjoins the town centre recreation ground, cricket ground and allotments, is within walking 

distance of Cole End Park open space and footpaths leading from it into the countryside. The site is also 

in close walking distance to a number of healthcare facilities, including Hazelwood surgery, Coleshill 

Dental centre and other dentists. There is likely to be a significant positive effect on this objective. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is less than 1ha and will have a minor positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

The site lies within 600m of Coleshill Town Hall, numerous town centre pubs (Bell Inn, Green Man, 

Swan), social clubs and restaurants, is within walking distance of Cole End Park open space and 

footpaths leading from it into the countryside. It adjoins the current cricket ground and recreation area 

with allotments.  

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 This is a vacant ex Police Station, office and current leisure centre and so is brownfield. As a small 

brownfield site it will have a negligible effect on this objective. 
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8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the impact on archaeology 

and the historic landscape. Therefore, the development of this site could have a negligible overall on this 

objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific 

design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that 

some mitigation may be achieved by a Watching Brief. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

The site lies over 450m from the nearest wildlife site at Cole End Park (a proposed LNR). Other SSSI’s 

(Blythe River) or Wildlife sites are further than 1km away so the site may have a minor negative effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

This is a small brownfield site so may have a minor positive effect. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is not on Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land so a negligible effect is likely in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW. The site is within a groundwater vulnerability zone so 

there may be a minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

Site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area (Building stone and sand and gravel) so will have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 
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15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

++ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies within 600m of a number of main bus routes/services (300m to bus stop) including 90, 115, 

777 & 757 to Tamworth, Chelmsley Wood, Atherstone and Sutton Coldfield. The site is also around 150m 

to 200m of the town centre and likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small, mainly brownfield site so may have a negligible effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies within 600m of a number of main bus routes/services including 90, 115, 777 & 757 to 

Tamworth, Chelmsley Wood, Atherstone and Sutton Coldfield. It also lies within 250m of the Town centre 

and supermarket/offices/employment opportunities, under but not within walking distance of any 

Allocated employment site in the Site allocations Plan so will have a minor positive effect. 
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20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies within 600m of Coleshill C of E primary school, but all other educational services/schools are 

greater than 600m away. 

Site Code: COL5 (Land off High Street) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.16ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site lies within the town centre close to St Peter & Paul’s Church of England Church, within walking 

distance of Coleshill Town Hall, the town centre shops and Post Office, the Library and a number of main 

bus routes/services including 90, 115, 777 & 757 to Tamworth, Chelmsley Wood, Atherstone and Sutton 

Coldfield. There is likely to be a significant positive effect. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The site lies 75m from Coleshill Town Hall so will have a minor positive effect. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site is within walking distance of the Town Recreation area/cricket ground, Cole End Park open space 

and footpaths leading from it into the countryside. The site is also in close walking distance (between 150 

and 350m) to a number of healthcare facilities, including Hazelwood surgery, Coleshill Dental centre and 

other dentists. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 0.16ha and will have a minor positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

The site lies within 75m of Coleshill Town Hall, numerous town centre pubs (Bell Inn, Green Man, Swan), 

social clubs and restaurants and town centre services (site is located within the defined town centre), is 

within walking distance of the Town Recreation area/cricket ground, Cole End Park open space and 

footpaths leading from it into the countryside and so is likely to have a significant positive effect on this 

objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 This is a small 0.16ha brownfield site including vacant office building and parking areas at rear, so may 

have a negligible effect on this objective. 
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8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The site has a high impact upon Coleshill Conservation area and medieval settlement core, close to the 
site of a possible former castle at Mons Castri , within sight of five Grade II Listed Buildings and within 
one of the original burgage plots for the town. Development would be likely to impact upon medieval 
features and upon the settings of the Listed Buildings. The impact on the buried archaeology would be 
mitigated through an archaeological evaluation using trial trenches to ascertain if features exist within 

any of these sites. The results of this survey would determine what future work (if any) would be 

required. Measures will also need to be taken to mitigate any effect on the impact on the settings of the 
Listed Buildings, which may include screening from any buildings by either landscaping or screening 
planting. There is likely to be a significant impact on this objective. 

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some 

mitigation may be achieved by Screening from the Listed Buildings and sympathetic development to the 

character of the area. 

For this site an assessment of the significance of the key heritage assets and the appropriate design 

response will be necessary at the planning application stage. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

The site lies 580m from the nearest wildlife site at Cole End Park a proposed LNR. Other SSSI’s or 

Wildlife sites (Blythe River) are also around than 580 to 600m away so the site may have a minor 

negative effect. 
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

0 Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

This is a small brownfield site including vacant office building and parking areas at rear, so may have a 

negligible effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? This site is not on Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land so there will be a negligible effect on this objective in 

relation to soils.  

There are no capacity issues at the local STW. The site is within a primary and secondary aquifer and 

also a groundwater vulnerability zone which may have a significant negative effect in relation to 

hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

Small site including vacant office building and parking areas at rear, outside of any current flood zones 2 

or 3 so may have a negligible effect on this objective. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

Site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area (Building stone and sand and gravel) so will have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

++ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies within the town centre and close to a number of main bus routes/services including 90, 115, 

777 & 757 to Tamworth, Chelmsley Wood, Atherstone and Sutton Coldfield, so a significant positive 

effect is likely. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

Small brownfield site including vacant office building and parking areas at rear, so may have a negligible 

effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 
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19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies within the town centre and close to a number of main bus routes/services including 90, 115, 

777 & 757 to Tamworth, Chelmsley Wood, Atherstone and Sutton Coldfield. But it lies over 750m from 

the current existing identified employment site along Station Road/Gorsey Lane/Roman Way or  further 

from any Allocated Employment site in the Site Allocations Plan so will have a minor positive effect.  

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies just within 600m of Coleshill C of E primary school so may have a minor positive effect.  

Site Code: COL6 (Land at Blythways) Allocated site  RESIDENTIAL 1.3ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site lies within 600m of St Peter & Pauls Church of England Church, Coleshill Town Hall, the town 

centre shops and Post Office, the Library and a number of main bus routes/services including 90, 115, 

777 & 757 to Tamworth, Chelmsley Wood, Atherstone and Sutton Coldfield. There is likely to be a 

significant effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The site lies within 450m of Coleshill Town Hall and so will have a minor positive effect. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site is within walking distance of the Town Recreation area/cricket ground (around 300m), Cole End 

Park open space and footpaths leading from it into the countryside (around 425m). The site is also in 

close walking distance to a number of healthcare facilities, including Hazelwood surgery, Coleshill Dental 

centre and other dentists. There is likely to be a significant effect on this objective. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is over 1.3ha and will have a minor positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

The site lies within 600m of Coleshill Town Hall, numerous town centre pubs (Bell Inn, Green Man, 

Swan), social clubs and restaurants, is within walking distance of the Town Recreation area/cricket 

ground, Cole End Park open space and footpaths leading from it into the countryside and so is likely to 

have a significant positive effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This is a small (1.3ha), partially brownfield site but with significant area of garden and tennis courts 

which is classed as Greenfield so may have a minor negative effect. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

possible impact upon the medieval features associated with the settlement core with regards to 

archaeology and medium impact upon the Coleshill Conservation area and medieval core with regards to 

the historic landscape. The development would have low impact on the setting and view from St 

Andrews. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this 

objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific 

design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that 

some mitigation may be achieved by Trial Trenching and sympathetic design to offset the impact on the 

Listed Building and Conservation Area. For this site an assessment of the significance of the key heritage 

assets and the appropriate design response will be necessary at the planning application stage.  In its 

consultation response in relation to this site, English Heritage queried what the implications of the 

development would be on the nearby Conservation Area. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

The site lies around 350m from the nearest wildlife site at Cole End Park (a proposed LNR). Other SSSI’s 

(Blythe River) or Wildlife sites are further than 400m away but less than 1km so the site may have a 

minor negative effect.  There are TPO’s within 250m of the site.  In its consultation response in relation 

to this site, Warwickshire Wildlife Trust noted that the site includes BAP priority habitats and that 

protected species may be an issue here. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

This is a small, partially brownfield site but with significant area of garden and tennis courts mainly 

classed as greenfield land so may have a minor negative effect. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? This site is not comprised of Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land so a negligible effect is likely in relation to 

soil.  

There are no capacity issues at local STW.  Part of the site lies within a primary and secondary aquifer 

and the whole site lies within a groundwater vulnerability zone which may have a significant negative 

effect in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

Site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area (Building stone and sand and gravel) so will have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

++ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies within 250m of a number of main bus routes/services including 90, 115, 777 & 757 to 

Tamworth, Chelmsley Wood, Atherstone and Sutton Coldfield and bus stops. All bar one of these services 

are at least two hourly or better. The site is also within 250m of the town centre and there is likely to be 

a significant positive effect on this objective. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

Small, partially brownfield site but with significant area of garden and tennis courts mainly classed as 

Greenfield, so may have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies within 250m of a number of main bus routes/services including 90, 115, 777 & 757 to 

Tamworth, Chelmsley Wood, Atherstone and Sutton Coldfield. There is likely to be a minor positive 

effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies over 600m walking distance away from the nearest school, so there may be a minor 

negative effect. 

Site Code: COL10 (Garage Site rear of 52-62 Springfields) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL  0.168ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

This site lies within walking distance of Coleshill Church of England Primary, Woodlands Junior School, 

and just 600m to St Edwards Catholic primary and Coleshill Secondary School.  The Catholic and 

Methodist Churches and a number of main bus routes/services including 90 & 777 to Birmingham, 

Chelmsley Wood, Coleshill Station are all also well within walking distance.  There is therefore likely to be 

a significant positive effect on this objective. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The site lies over 800m from Coleshill Town Hall and other community/town centre services so will have 

a negligible effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site lies outside of walking distance from the Town Recreation area/cricket ground and Hazelwood 

Surgery.  However, footpath links from the town to footpaths around the town and surrounding 

countryside are closer at around 400m.  The site is in close walking distance to a dentist but no other 

health services.  There is therefore likely to be an overall minor positive effect on this objective. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small and will therefore have a minor 

rather than significant positive effect on this objective. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

The site lies over 800m from Coleshill Town Hall and other community/town centre services, but is within 

walking distance of the George and Dragon pub. The Recreation area/cricket ground, lie just beyond 

800m away although footpath links from the town to footpaths around the town and surrounding 

countryside are closer at around 400m. There are playing fields at the secondary school but access may 

be limited (although the Leisure Centre is proposed to relocate to this school site in the future).  An 

overall minor positive effect is therefore likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.   

This is a small brownfield site, of ex Council garaging and parking areas at rear of existing housing, so 

will have a negligible effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity. This is an area currently occupied by garages and 

previously impacted by modern development.  Therefore, the development of this site could have a 

negligible effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be 

influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application 

stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by a watching brief and sympathetic 

design to offset the impact on the conservation area.  It is also noted that in its consultation response in 

relation to this site, English Heritage questioned the impact of the development on the adjacent 

Conservation Area. 

For this site an assessment of the significance of the key heritage assets and the appropriate design 

response will be necessary at the planning application stage.   
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

The site lies over 1km from the nearest Local Wildlife site at Cole End Park (a proposed LNR).  However, 

a SSSI (Blythe River) lies between 500m to a 1km away so development at this site may have a minor 

negative effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

0 Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

This is a small brownfield site, of ex Council garaging and parking areas at rear of existing housing, so 

likely to have a negligible effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? The site is not on Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to 

soils. 

There are no known capacity issues at the local STW.  However, the site lies within a groundwater 

vulnerability and a primary/secondary aquifer zone which may have an overall significant negative effect 

in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

This site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area (Building stone and sand and gravel) so will 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies just outside reasonable walking distance of the town centre but close to a number of main 

bus routes/services (around 125m or less) including the 90 and 777 to Birmingham, Chelmsley Wood 

and the airport. All these services are at least two hourly or better.  The site is therefore likely to have a 

minor positive effect overall. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This site is a small brownfield site (0.168ha), of ex garaging and parking areas at rear of existing housing 

so may have a negligible effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies about 1.5+km from the current Local Plan identified employment site along Station 

Road/Gorsey Lane/Roman Way and is not within walking distance of any Allocated Employment site in 

the Site allocations Plan.  However, the site is close to a number of main bus routes/services including 

the 90 and 777 to Birmingham, Chelmsley Wood and the airport.  All these services are at least two 

hourly or better, so development here is likely to have a minor positive effect overall. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

++? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies 475m from Woodlands Primary and 580m from Coleshill Church of England Primary School 

so may have a significant positive effect. Other schools, including the secondary, lie just over 600m 

away. 

Site Code: COL11 (Bridge Street Garage, High Street) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.10 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site lies within 600m of St Peter & Pauls Church of England Church, Coleshill Town Hall, the town 

centre shops and Post Office, the Library and a number of main bus routes/services. There is likely to be 

a significant effect on this objective. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The site is within 600m of Coleshill Town Hall and so will have a minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site is within walking distance of the Town Recreation area/cricket ground Cole End Park open space 

and footpaths leading from it into the countryside. The site is also in close walking distance to a number 

of healthcare facilities, including Hazelwood surgery, Coleshill Dental centre and other dentists. There is 

likely to be a significant effect on this objective. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 0.10ha and will have a minor positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

The site lies within 600m of Coleshill Town Hall, numerous town centre pubs (Bell Inn, Green Man, and 

Swan), social clubs and restaurants, is within walking distance of the Town Recreation area/cricket 

ground, Cole End Park open space and footpaths leading from it into the countryside and so is likely to 

have a significant positive effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.   

This is a small (0.10) brownfield site so will have a negligible effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The site is likely to have a low impact on archaeology due to extensive disturbance by the fuel tanks and 

services. The site lies within the medieval settlement core but has a low impact on the historic landscape, 

being located within a post 1955 landscape. There is potential for a high impact on the setting and views 

of a number of designated assets of medium value, including 37 High Street, Laburnum House and No 

16. Therefore, the development of this site could have a significant negative effect overall on this 

objective.  The HEA proposes mitigation through seeking sympathetic design to minimise the impact on 

listed buildings. However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific 

design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that 

some mitigation may be achieved by screening of the Listed Building and sympathetic development to 

the character of the area.  For this site an assessment of the significance of the key heritage assets and 

the appropriate design response will be necessary at the planning application stage. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

The site lies around 200m from the nearest potential wildlife site at River Cole. There are TPO’s within 

250m of the site so there is likely to be an overall significant negative effect. 
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

This is a small, brownfield site so is likely to have a minor positive effect. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0 This site is not on Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land so there will be a negligible impact on this objective in 

relation to soil. 

No capacity issues at local STW.  The site does not lie within any hydrological zones so a further 

negligible effect is likely in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, development of new housing on greenfield land would increase 

the area of impermeable surfaces and could therefore increase overall flood risk, particularly where the 

sites are large in size or are within high risk flood zones.   

Small site outside any flood zones 2 or 3, so may have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

Site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area (Building stone and sand and gravel) so will have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

++ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies within 250m of a number of main bus routes/services including 90, 115, 777 & 757 to 

Tamworth, Chelmsley Wood, Atherstone and Sutton Coldfield and bus stops. All bar one of these services 

are at least two hourly or better. The site is also within easy walking distance of the town centre and 

there is likely to be a significant positive effect on this objective. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

Small, brownfield site so may have a negligible effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 
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19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies within 250m of a number of main bus routes/services including 90, 115, 777 & 757 to 

Tamworth, Chelmsley Wood, Atherstone and Sutton Coldfield.  There is likely to be a minor positive 

effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies over 600m walking distance away from the nearest school, so there may be a minor 

negative effect. 
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Grendon and Baddesley Ensor 

Site Code: GRE1 (Former School, Spon Lane) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 1.88HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  

There is no Post Office in Grendon. There is a regular bus service (785) to Atherstone and Nuneaton, and 

also a regular service (766) to Tamworth and Atherstone which can be accessed on Watling Street.  

There is a service (57) that operates on a Sunday to Atherstone/Nuneaton and Coventry.  The Village 

Hall (former Baddesley Youth Club) is just over 200m away. Boot Hill Methodist Chapel is within 250m of 

the site.  

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no Doctors Surgery in Grendon, with people having to 

travel to Baddesley Ensor, Dordon or surrounding areas. The AE39 footpath is within 310m of the site 

and the AE38, AE33 and AE41X are all within 600m of the site.  There is a recreation ground 250m away 

at the rear of Penmire Road. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 1.88ha and will have a minor positive effect. 
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5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 150m of both the Black Swan and The Boot Inn Public Houses (although these are over the 

opposite side of the road and the A5 has to be crossed) and it is also within 200m of Grendon Working 

Mens Club.  There are footpaths near by and also a recreation ground.   

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 1.88 ha and a brownfield site and so it may 

have a negligible effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

possible impact upon the possible Roman roadside settlement with regards to archaeology. The site is of 

low sensitivity in relation to the impact on the modern housing area with regards to the historic 

landscape. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this 

objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific 

design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that 

some mitigation may be achieved by trial trenching. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 250m of a Local Wildlife 

Site known Riddings Wood. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (1.88ha) sites and on brownfield land and is likely to have a minor 

positive effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is not on Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land so a negligible effect is likely in relation to soils.   

There are no capacity issues at Grendon STW.  The site is just outside a primary and secondary aquifer 

zone but does lie within a groundwater vulnerability zone so could have a minor negative effect in 

relation to hydrology. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect.  However, it is noted that in 

its consultation response in relation to this site the Environment Agency noted that there is a small 

tributary of the Penmire Brook along the south western boundary of this site for which no flood modelling 

has been undertaken, and that further assessment work may therefore be needed. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (crushed rock and sand and 

gravel) and so it is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small brownfield site (1.88ha) and is likely to have a negligible effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

not within 600m of a school. 
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Site Code: GRE2 (Refuse Depot) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.17HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  

There is no Post Office in Grendon. There is a regular bus service (785) to Atherstone and Nuneaton, and 

also a regular service (766) to Tamworth and Atherstone which can be accessed on Watling Street.  

There is a service (57) that operates on a Sunday to Atherstone/Nuneaton and Coventry.  The Village 

Hall (former Baddesley Youth Club) is just over 200m away. Boot Hill Methodist Chapel is within 250m of 

the site.  

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no Doctors Surgery in Grendon, with people having to 

travel to Baddesley Ensor, Dordon or surrounding areas. The AE39 footpath is within 310m of the site 

and the AE38, AE33 and AE41X are all within 600m of the site.  There is a recreation ground less than 

150m away at the rear of Penmire Road. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 0.17ha and will have a minor positive effect. 
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5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m). The site is 

within 100m of both the Black Swan and The Boot Inn Public Houses (although these are over the 

opposite side of the road and the A5 has to be crossed) and it is also within 150m of Grendon Working 

Mens Club.  There are footpaths near by and also a recreation ground.   

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.17 ha and brownfield and so it may have a 

negligible effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

possible impact upon the possible Roman roadside settlement with regards to archaeology. The site is of 

low sensitivity in relation to the impact on the modern housing area with regards to the historic 

landscape. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this 

objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific 

design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that 

some mitigation may be achieved by trial trenching. 
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9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 250m of a Local Wildlife 

Site known Riddings Wood. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.17ha) sites and on brownfield land and is  likely to have a minor 

positive effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is not on Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a negligible effect in relation to 

soils.   

There are no capacity issues at Grendon STW. The site lies within a groundwater vulnerability zone so 

may have a minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect.  However, it is noted that in 

its consultation response in relation to this site the Environment Agency stated that there is a tributary of 

the Penmire Brook affecting the north eastern boundary of the site, for which no flood modelling has 

been undertaken.  Therefore, further assessment may be needed. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (sand and gravel) resulting in 

a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small brownfield site (0.17ha) and is likely to have a negligible effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is  

not within 600m of a school. 
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Site Code: GRE4 (Dairy House Farm Spon Lane)   Allocated site  RESIDENTIAL  3.24HA  

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  

There is no Post Office in Grendon. There is a regular bus service (785) to Atherstone and Nuneaton, and 

also a regular service (766) to Tamworth and Atherstone which can be accessed on Watling Street.  

There is a service (57) that operates on a Sunday to Atherstone/Nuneaton and Coventry. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no Doctors Surgery in Grendon, with people having to 

travel to Baddesley Ensor, Dordon or surrounding areas. The AE33 which joins the AE41X runs through 

the rear of the site. The AE39 at Riddings Wood is also within 500m of the site. There is a recreation 

ground just within 600m away at the rear of Penmire Road. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 3.24ha and will have a minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 600m of both the Black Swan and The Boot Inn Public Houses (although these are over the 

opposite side of the road and the A5 has to be crossed) and also Grendon Working Mens Club.  There are 

footpaths near by and also a recreation ground.  

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

-? As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 3.24 ha and a greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

possible impact upon the medieval settlement to the north west with regards to archaeology. The site is 

of low sensitivity in relation to the impact on the large modern field system with regards to the historic 

landscape. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this 

objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific 

design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that 

some mitigation may be achieved by trial trenching. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 250m of Riddings Wood 

and within 550m of Sparrowdale Wood Local Wildlife Sites. There is potentially a significant negative 

effect although the presence of the A5 and existing development between the site and Riddings Wood 

may make the impact more questionable. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The site is 3.24ha on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor negative 

effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on agricultural land (Grade 3) so is likely to have a minor negative impact on this objective in 

relation to soil.   

There are no capacity issues at Grendon STW; however the site is within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone so there is likely to be a minor negative impact on these objectives overall. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

- While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, development of new housing on greenfield land would increase 

the area of impermeable surfaces and could therefore increase overall flood risk, particularly where the 

sites are large in size or are within high risk flood zones.   

The site is greenfield outside of the flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, and is likely to have a negligible effect.  

 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible (0). 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (sand and gravel, building 

stone and brick clay) 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link.  
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16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route  

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is  

not within 600m of a school 
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Site Code: BE3 (Baddesley Ensor Youth Club, Boot Hill) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.35ha  

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  

There is no Post Office in Grendon. There is a regular bus service (785) to Atherstone, Nuneaton and 

Tamworth which runs past the site.  There is also a service (57) that operates on a Sunday to 

Atherstone/Nuneaton and Coventry. Boot Hill Methodist Chapel is within 100m of the site.  

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre 

(current Grendon Village Hall and Methodist Church/Hall). 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no Doctors Surgery in Grendon, with people having to 

travel to Baddesley Ensor, Dordon or surrounding areas. The AE38, AE24 and AE39 footpaths are all 

within 600m of the site.  There is a recreation ground immediately adjacent the site at Penmire Road. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is small at 0.28ha and will have a minor positive 

effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The former 

Baddesley Youth Club was located in the building occupying this site and is currently being used as the 

Grendon Village Hall. It is expected that this building and use will continue.  Boot Hill Methodist Chapel is 

also within 100m of the site. The site is within 225m of both the Black Swan and The Boot Inn Public and 

it is also within 300m of Grendon Working Mens Club (although the A5 has to be crossed).  There are 

footpaths near by and also a recreation ground. A significant positive effect is generated by this site. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.28ha and a part brownfield, but mainly part 

greenfield site and is still likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. The site is of moderate 

sensitivity. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for possible 

impact with regards to archaeology and the historic landscape. Therefore, the development of this site 

could have a negligible effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as 

they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning 

application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by a watching brief. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 100m of a Local Wildlife 

Site known Riddings Wood, which is covered by a blanket TPO and 335m from the Grendon Wood site of 

nature conservation interest. There may, therefore, be a significant effect on this objective.  In its 

consultation response in relation to this site Warwickshire Wildlife Trust noted that this site is adjacent to 

BAP priority habitat and that development should be designed to ensure that no loss or degradation of 

that woodland will occur.  It also noted that protected species may be an issue at this site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.28ha) sites and mainly on greenfield land and is likely to have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is not on high quality agricultural land so a negligible effect is likely in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW. The site is within a groundwater vulnerability zone so 

there may be a minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Shallow coal, brick clay, 

building stone and sand and gravel). 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a transport link (bus 

stop within 250 to 300m of site, route passes site frontage).  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small mainly greenfield site (0.28ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site is within 600m of a transport link the 785 to Atherstone and Nuneaton which runs past the site, 

and also a regular service (766) to Tamworth and Atherstone (bus stop within 250 to 300m of site, route 

passes site frontage). 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

not within 600m of a school and will have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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Site Code: BE9 (Land adj 1 Jean Street) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.09HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ This is a small site that lies within 600m of a number of community facilities including the Village Hall 

and Community Library, the St Nicholas church and hall, Baddesley stores and Post Office. The site lies 

within 25m of the main bus route between Atherstone and Kingsbury, No.766, which has a greater than 

2 hourly frequency, Monday to Saturday. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ This is a small site that lies within 600m of a number of facilities that can be used for community/group 

meetings including the Village Hall and Community Library, the St Nicholas church and hall. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ The site lies within 600m walking distance of a Doctors Surgery/Health centre, although with very limited 

opening times, and is within 600m walking distance of footpaths and open spaces at Baddesley Common. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is small (0.092ha) and so will have a minor positive 

effect. 

 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The site lies within 600m of a number of facilities, including open spaces at Baddesley Common, the Red 

Lion pub, Baddesley Social Club, the Village Hall and St Nicholas’s Church. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This is a small (0.09ha) Greenfield site of primarily garden area and parking off Church Row and so will 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

possible impact upon the site of Baddesley Hall with regards to archaeology and the possible impact on 

the medieval settlement core with regards to the historic landscape. The site is of low sensitivity with 

regards to the impact on settings and views of designated assets. Therefore, the development of this site 

could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage 

uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the 

planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by trial trenching.  

For this site an assessment of the significance of the key heritage assets and the appropriate design 

response will be necessary at the planning application stage 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application. 

The site lies within 150 m of Baddesley Common, a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation which 

includes rare Lowland Heathland, a priority for nature conservation because it is a rare and threatened 

habitat. Rare Lowland acid grassland is also found at Grendon Wood approximately 350m away. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- This is a small (0.09ha) greenfield site of primarily garden area and parking off Church Row and will have 

a minor negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is not on high quality agricultural land and likely to have a negligible effect on this objective in 

relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW. The site is within a groundwater vulnerability zone and 

may have a minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area, lying within the 

area of the North Warwickshire coalfield resulting in a minor negative effect.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The site lies close to the 766 bus route and footpath network across Baddesley Common and is likely to 

have a minor positive effect. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- This is a small (0.09ha) greenfield site of primarily garden area and parking off Church Row and will have 

a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The site lies close to the 766 bus route with a two hourly or better service and footpath network across 

Baddesley Common and is likely to have a minor positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The site lies within 600m of the Woodside Primary school (in Grendon and serving Baddesley also). 
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Site Code: BE11 (Land adj 3 Meadow Gardens) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.14HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The site is within walking distance of a range of facilities including Post Office (Corner of New Street and 

Keys Hill), Village Hall/Community Library (Keys Hill) and Woodside C of E Primary School.  It is within 

30m of a bus route (service 764) which has a greater than 2 hourly frequency. There is likely to be a 

significant positive effect on this objective. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The site lies close to the Village Hall/Community Library (Keys Hill).  A further community hall exists in 

the former Youth Centre on Boot Hill 1.3 Km away. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ The site lies close to Baddesley Common.  The Common contains many permissive footpaths.  It also lies 

within walking distance (600m) of other Public Rights of Way (AE74, AE43 and AE41).  There is a Health 

Centre at Hunters Park; however, it has very limited opening (one hour Mon-Wed and half hour Thurs-

Fri).  

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 0.14ha and will have a minor positive effect. 

 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ This site is within 600m walking distance of a number of community facilities, including the village 

hall/Community Library and Primary School, as noted above.  It is also close to a public house (The Red 

Lion Inn, The Common), social club (New Street), two allotment gardens (Speedwell Lane and Newlands 

Road), Baddesley Common with it’s associated paths and a Recreation Ground (Speedwell Lane).   



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 304                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This small site is partly brownfield, but mostly Greenfield, comprising allotments land.  Residential 

development of this land may have a minor negative effect. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site lies partly within an area of medium to high sensitivity to development in 

relation to the potential for impacts on archaeology and features associated with a relatively undisturbed 

area located within the historic core, but low impact on historic landscape.  Therefore, the development 

of this site could have a significant negative effect on this objective.  However, all effects are at this 

stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known 

until the planning application stage, and the HEA has suggested possible mitigation works through trial 

trench evaluation to determine the presence/absence of archaeology and screening of boundaries.   

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application. 

It lies within 120m of a SINC (Baddesley Common), a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation which 

includes rare Lowland Heathland, a priority for nature conservation because it is a rare and threatened 

habitat.  Rare Lowland acid grassland is also found at Grendon Wood approximately 280m away, across 

open land and common land. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- This small site is mostly Greenfield and likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is not high quality agricultural land and likely to have a negligible effect on this objective in 

relation to soil. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW.  The site lies within a groundwater vulnerability zone that 

may have a minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. There is therefore a mixed effect on this 

objective. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 This site is a small site which lies outside of any flood zones and likely to have a negligible effect on this 

objective. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area, lying within the 

area of the North Warwickshire coalfield. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The site lies close to the 764 bus route and footpath network across Baddesley Common/Old railway Line 

cycle/footpath but is not within walking distance of a town centre and so is likely to have a minor positive 

effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- This site is a small site which is mostly Greenfield and will have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The site lies close to the 764 bus route with a two hourly or better service, but is not within walking 

distance of an employment site allocation and so is likely to have a minor positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The site lies within 600m of the Woodside Primary School (in Grendon and serving Baddesley also) and 

development of this site will have a minor positive impact in respect of this objective. 

Site Code: BE7/8 (land at Church Farm and Buildings) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 2.22ha  

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ Thus site is within walking distance of a range of facilities including the Post Office (Corner of New Street 

and Keys Hill), Village Hall (Keys Hill) and Woodside C of E Primary School.  It is also on a bus route - the 

764 service, which has a greater than 2 hourly frequency, passes along New Street.  A significant 

positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The site lies close to the Village Hall (240m away on Keys Hill); therefore a minor positive effect on this 

objective is likely.  

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ The site lies close to Baddesley Common which  contains many permissive footpaths.  It also lies within 

walking distance of other Public Rights of Way (AE74, AE43 and AE41).  There is a Health Centre at 

Hunters Park.  A significant positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (2.05ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ This site is close to a number of community facilities, including the village hall and Primary School, as 

noted above.  It is also close to a public house (The Red Lion Inn, The Common), social club (New 

Street), three allotment gardens (Speedwell Lane, Meadow Gardens and Newlands Road), Baddesley 

Common with it’s associated paths and a Recreation Ground (Speedwell Lane).  A Church is on Hill Top 

(approx 250m from the site).  A significant positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

-? This small site is mainly greenfield land and contains some open land which has tree cover and two 

ponds.  A minor negative effect on this objective is therefore likely.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

impact on the site of Baddesley Hall with regards to archaeology, and possible impact on the medieval 

settlement core with regards to the historic landscape.  The site is also of medium sensitivity with 

regards to the Church House, an asset of medium value and of low sensitivity to the Church of St 

Nicholas an asset of medium value with regards to the impact on the settings / views of designated 

assets. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this 

objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific 

design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that 

some mitigation may be achieved by trial trenching. For this site an assessment of the significance of the 

key heritage assets and the appropriate design response will be necessary at the planning application 

stage. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? This site lies within 15m of a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (Baddesley Common), which 

includes rare lowland heathland, a priority for nature conservation because it is a rare and threatened 

habitat.  Rare lowland acid grassland is also found at Grendon Wood approximately 450m away, across 

open land and common land.  Furthermore, there is potential for there to be impacts on biodiversity 

present on the site itself, given the trees, ponds and open land referred to above although this would be 

determined at the planning application stage when detailed proposals for the site are available.  It is also 

noted that in its consultation response in relation to this site Warwickshire Wildlife Trust highlighted the 

proximity of the St Nicholas Churchyard potential Local Wildlife Site and noted that development must be 

designed so ensure that the site will not be adversely affected.  Similarly, Natural England suggested that 

a buffer should be left between the new development and that site, to be planted with native species. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- This small site (2.22ha) is mostly greenfield and so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is not high quality agricultural land and so is likely to have a negligible effect on this objective in 

relation to soil. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW.  However, the site is within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone and may have a minor negative effect in relation to hydrology and a mixed effect overall. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area, lying within the 

area of the North Warwickshire coalfield.  A minor negative effect is therefore likely. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The site lies close to the 764 bus route and footpath network across Baddesley Common/Old railway Line 

cycle/footpath although it is not within walking distance of a town centre.  A minor positive effect is 

therefore likely overall. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- This site is a small site (2.22ha) which is mainly greenfield and will therefore have a minor negative 

effect on this objective 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The site lies close to the 764 bus route with a two hourly or better service although it is not within 

walking distance of any of the employment sites allocated in the Site Allocations Plan and so is likely to 

have a minor positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The site lies within 390m of the Woodside Primary School (in Grendon and serving Baddesley also) but 

not a pre-school or a secondary school or college and so development of this site may have a minor 

positive impact in respect of this objective. 
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Site Code: GRE6 (Meadow Rise and Pasture) Reasonable alternative site option  RESIDENTIAL 0.59HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  

There is no Post Office in Grendon or therefore within walking distance of this site.  However, St Nicholas 

Church and its associated Village Hall are within 600m of the site and there is a regular bus service (766) 

to Tamworth and Atherstone which can be accessed on Boot Hill.  There is also a service (57) that 

operates on a Sunday to Atherstone/Nuneaton and Coventry.  An overall minor positive effect is 

therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre 

(St Nicholas Village Hall) so a minor positive effect is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no doctors surgery in Grendon, with people having to 

travel to Baddesley Ensor, Dordon or surrounding areas.  However, the AE39, AE40 and AE41 public 

footpaths are all within 600m of the site and there is a recreation area called Grendon Wood which can 

be accessed off the AE39 within 150m.  An overall minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.59ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect on this objective. 
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5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  There are 

footpaths near to this site, as well as the recreation area at Grendon Wood.  A minor positive effect is 

therefore likely.  

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is small (0.59ha) and on greenfield land; 

therefore development here may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development with regards to archaeology in 

relation to the possible impact upon relatively undisturbed land. The site is of medium sensitivity in 

relation to the impact on the historic landscape, forming part of the former Grendon Common developed 

in 20C. No impact noted on settings of and views from designated assets. Therefore, the development of 

this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this 

stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known 

until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by Trial 

Trenching to determine absence/presence of archaeology. 
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9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is within 50m of a Local Wildlife 

Site known Riddings Wood; therefore development here may have a significant negative effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The site is small (0.59ha) but is on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so a minor negative effect is likely in relation to soils.   

There are no capacity issues at the local STW.  However, the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone so may have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 
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13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  This site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Building Stone and shallow 

coal) so a minor negative effect is likely. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre; therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (0.59ha) and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 
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18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation; therefore an overall minor positive effect is likely. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

not within 600m of a school so development here could have a minor negative effect. 

Site Code: GRE7 (Land adj Carts Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.39HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  

There is no Post Office in Grendon or therefore within walking distance of this site.  However, St Nicholas 

Church and its associated Village Hall are within 500m of the site and there is a regular bus service (766) 

to Tamworth and Atherstone which can be accessed on Boot Hill.  There is also a service (57) that 

operates on a Sunday to Atherstone/Nuneaton and Coventry.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely 

overall. 
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2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre 

(St Nicholas Village Hall) so is likely to have a minor positive effect. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is not a doctors surgery in Grendon, with people having 

to travel to Baddesley Ensor, Dordon or surrounding areas.  However, the AE39, AE40 and AE41 

footpaths are all within 600m of the site and there is a recreation area called Grendon Wood which can 

be accessed off the AE39 within 150m.  An overall minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.39ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  There are 

footpaths near to this site as well as the recreation area at Grendon Wood; therefore a minor positive 

effect is likely.   
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7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is small (0.39ha) but is on greenfield land; 

therefore it may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development with regards to archaeology in 

relation to the possible impact upon relatively undisturbed land. The site is of medium sensitivity in 

relation to the impact on the historic landscape, forming part of the former Grendon Common developed 

in 20C. No impact noted on settings of and views from designated assets. Therefore, the development of 

this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this 

stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known 

until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by Trial 

Trenching to determine absence/presence of archaeology. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is within 150m of a Local 

Wildlife Site known Riddings Wood; therefore development here may have a significant negative effect. 
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.39ha) but is on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so a minor negative effect is likely in relation to soils.   

There are no capacity issues at the local STW; however the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone so may have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  This site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Building Stone and shallow 

coal) so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre, so a minor positive effect is likely overall.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small (0.39ha) greenfield site and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 
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19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation; therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is  

not within 600m of a school so development here could have a minor negative effect. 

Site Code: GRE10 (Land at Spring Farm, Watling Street) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 11.3HA  

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  

There is no Post Office in Grendon. There is a regular bus service (785) to Atherstone and Nuneaton, and 

also a regular service (766) to Tamworth and Atherstone which can be accessed on Watling Street.  

There is a service (57) that operates on a Sunday to Atherstone/Nuneaton and Coventry.  The Village 

Hall (former Baddesley Youth Club) is just over 300m away. Boot Hill Methodist Chapel is within 300m of 

the site.  

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no Doctors Surgery in Grendon, with people having to 

travel to Baddesley Ensor, Dordon or surrounding areas. The AE39, AE38, AE33 and AE41X are all within 

600m of the site.  There is a recreation ground within 300m away at the rear of Penmire Road. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is large at 11.3ha and will have a significant positive 

effect. 

 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 230m of both the Black Swan and The Boot Inn Public Houses and it is also within 100m of 

Grendon Working Mens Club.  There are footpaths near by and also a recreation ground.   

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

--? The site is large at 11.3 ha and a greenfield site and so it may have a significant negative effect on this 

objective.  
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8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site lies partly within an area of medium to high sensitivity to development in 

relation to the potential for impacts on Roman archaeological features associated with Watling Street. 

There is a medium to low impact on the historic landscape involving possible remains of a medieval open 

field. There are no impacts on settings and views from designated assets. Therefore, the development of 

this site could have a significant negative effect on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage 

uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the 

planning application stage.  The HEA has suggested possible mitigation works within the medieval core 

through trial trench evaluation to determine absence/presence of archaeology.   

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is adjacent a potential wildlife 

site (fishing pools) and also adjacent the Local Wildlife Site knownas Riddings Wood which also contains a 

blanket TPO. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is large (11.3ha) and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a significant 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land and likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective in 

relation to soil. 

There is capacity at Grendon STW. The site lies within a groundwater vulnerability zone which may have 

a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site is a large site which lies outside of any flood zones and likely to have a negligible effect on this 

objective. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (sand and gravel). 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a large greenfield site and is likely to have a significant negligible effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is  

not within 600m of a school. 
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Site Code: BE1 (Watling Street, Grendon) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 1.02HA (0.673 outside flood zones) 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  

There is no Post Office in Grendon or therefore within walking distance of this site.  However, the Village 

Hall (former Baddesley Youth Club) is 320m away and Boot Hill Methodist Chapel is within 270m of the 

site.  There is also a regular bus service (785) to Atherstone and Nuneaton, and a regular service (766) 

to Tamworth and Atherstone which can be accessed on Watling Street (within 600m), as well as a service 

(57) that operates on a Sunday to Atherstone/Nuneaton and Coventry.  A minor positive effect is 

therefore likely overall. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre 

so a minor positive effect is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no doctors surgery in Grendon, with people having to 

travel to Baddesley Ensor, Dordon or surrounding areas.  However, the AE38, AE24 and AE39 footpaths 

are all within 600m of the site and there is a recreation ground 50m away at Penmire Road.  A minor 

positive effect is therefore likely overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This site is relatively small (1.02ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  This site is 

within 230m of both the Black Swan and The Boot Inn public house and it is also within 270m of Grendon 

Working Mens Club (although the A5 has to be crossed).  There are footpaths near by and also a 

recreation ground.  A significant positive effect is therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  This site is relatively small (1.02ha) but is on greenfield 

land and so it may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium to high sensitivity to development with regards to archaeology 

and the possible impact on the adjacent Roman Road and of a medium to low impact with regards to the 

historic landscape. There are no impacts on settings and views of designated assets.  Therefore, the 

development of this site could have a significant negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all 

effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, 

which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be 

achieved by trial trenching to determine the presence /absence of archaeology associated with Watling 

Street. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is within 250m of a Local 

Wildlife Site known Riddings Wood and may therefore have a significant negative effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (1.02ha) but on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is on Grade 4 agricultural land; therefore a negligible effect on this objective is likely in relation 

to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW.  However, the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability 

and primary/secondary aquifer zone which may have a minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

-? While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding. 

The site is affected by both flood zones 2 and 3, with around 0.35 ha of the site being within those flood 

zones and the remaining majority of the site (0.673ha) lying outside the flood zones.  Only the area 

outside the flood zone would be considered appropriate for development and a minor negative effect is 

likely in relation to the areas outside the flood zone although there is uncertainty in relation to the 

presence of the flood zone affecting the site along Penmire Brook. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Building Stone) so a minor 

negative effect is likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre; therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small (1.02ha) greenfield site and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible.  

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation; therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is  

not within 600m of a school so development here could have a minor negative effect. 
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Site Code: BE2 (Land RO/ Penmire Close) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 6.21HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  

There is no Post Office in Grendon or therefore within walking distance of this site.  However, the Village 

Hall (former Baddesley Youth Club) is adjacent the site and Boot Hill Methodist Chapel is within 150m.  

There is also a regular bus service (785) to Atherstone and Nuneaton, and also a regular service (766) to 

Tamworth and Atherstone which can be accessed on Watling Street (within 600m), as well as a service 

(57) that operates on a Sunday to Atherstone/Nuneaton and Coventry.  A minor positive effect is 

therefore likely overall. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre 

so a minor positive effect is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no doctors surgery in Grendon, with people having to 

travel to Baddesley Ensor, Dordon or surrounding areas.  However, the AE38, AE24 and AE39 footpaths 

are all within 600m of the site and there is a recreation ground adjacent the site at Penmire Road.  A 

minor positive effect is therefore likely overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This site is relatively large (6.21ha) and will therefore have a 

significant  positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  This site is 

within 250m of both the Black Swan and The Boot Inn Public and it is also within 320m of Grendon 

Working Mens Club (although the A5 has to be crossed).  There are footpaths near by and also a 

recreation ground.  A significant positive effect is therefore likely.   

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

-- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is over 6ha and on greenfield land; therefore it 

may have a significant negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development with regards to archaeology and the 

possible impact to the nearby Roman Road and of a medium to low impact with regards to the historic 

landscape.  There are no impacts on settings and views of designated assets.  Therefore, the 

development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects 

are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not 

known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by 

trial trenching to determine the presence /absence of archaeology associated with Watling Street. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 130m of a Local Wildlife 

Site known Riddings Wood which may have a significant negative effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is large (6.21ha) site and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

significant negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land; therefore a minor negative on this objective is likely 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW.  The site lies within a groundwater vulnerability zone 

which may have a minor negative effect. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Building Stone) which is likely 

to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre; therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a large (6.21ha) greenfield site and is therefore likely to have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation; therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is  

not within 600m of a school so development here may have a minor negative effect. 

Site Code: BE4 (Land West of St Nicholas Estate) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 1.53HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  

There is no Post Office in Grendon or therefore within walking distance of this site.  However, there is a 

regular bus service (766) to Tamworth and Atherstone which can be accessed on Boot Hill, within 600m 

and there is a service (57) that operates on a Sunday to Atherstone/Nuneaton and Coventry.  St Nicholas 

Church and The Village Hall are also within 400m of the site.  An overall minor positive effect is therefore 

likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre 

so a minor positive effect is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no doctors surgery in Grendon, with people having to 

travel to Baddesley Ensor, Dordon or surrounding areas.  However, the AE24, AE25, AE50, AE49 and 

AE69 are all within 600m of the site and there is a recreation area called Grendon Wood which can be 

accessed within 550m.  An overall minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (1.53ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m). There are 

footpaths near to this site and also recreation space at Grendon Wood.  The site is just within 600m of 

The Red Lion Public House.  A significant positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is small (1.53ha) but is on greenfield land; 

therefore development here is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium to low sensitivity to development with regards to archaeology 

and the possible impact on relatively undisturbed land and of a medium to low impact with regards to the 

historic landscape and impact on planned 19C enclosure. There are no impacts on settings and views of 

designated assets. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on 

this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific 

design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that 

some mitigation may be achieved by archaeological monitoring during any groundworks. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is within 250m of a Local 

Wildlife Site known Riddings Wood so development here may have a significant negative effect 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

greenfield sites. The site is small (1.53ha) and on brownfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land; therefore an minor negative effect on this objective is likely in 

relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW although the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone which may have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Building Stone) so a minor 

negative effect is likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre so a minor positive effect is likely overall.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small (1.53ha) greenfield site and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation, so a minor positive effect on this objective is likely. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is  

not within 600m of a school so development here could have a minor negative effect. 
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Site Code: BE5 (Land adj Manor Close) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.493 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 This site is within walking distance of a general store at Boot Hill, Grendon (560m away).  A bus route 

(the 764 service which has a greater than 2 hourly frequency) passes along Boot Hill/New Street and is 

380m away. 

Other facilities lie outside of walking distance from this site - the Post Office (Corner of New Street and 

Keys Hill) is 780m distant, the Village Hall/Community Library (Keys Hill) is 780m distant, Woodside C of 

E Primary School is 738m distant and Grendon Parish Hall (Former Youth Centre) is 719m distant. A 

negligible effect is therefore likely in relation to this objective.  

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 Though there are a number of community buildings in the Baddesley Ensor/Grendon settlement, none 

are within walking distance (600m).  The Village Hall/Community Library (Keys Hill) is 780m distant and 

the Grendon Parish Hall (Former Youth Centre) is 719m distant.  The effect on this objective is therefore 

likely to be negligible. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ This site lies within walking distance of Baddesley Common which contains many permissive footpaths.  

The site also lies within walking distance of a large number of other Public Rights of Way (AE39, AE62, 

AE51, AE50, AE40, AE49, AE25 and AE69).  There is no health centre within walking distance, and a 

minor positive effect is therefore likely overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.493ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ This site is within around 380m of the Church on Hill Top, and there are footpaths within 600m of the site 

providing access to the surrounding countryside and the Commons at Baddesley and St Nicholas’s Church 

and Hall lie around 450m away.  A minor positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This small site is on greenfield land and residential development may therefore have a minor negative 

effect. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development with regards to archaeology and the 

possible impact on relatively undisturbed hill top land and of a medium to low impact with regards to the 

historic landscape and impact on planned 19C enclosure. There are no impacts on settings and views of 

designated assets. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on 

this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific 

design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that 

some mitigation may be achieved by archaeological monitoring during any groundworks. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? This site lies within 590m of a SINC (Baddesley Common), a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation 

which includes rare Lowland Heathland, a priority for nature conservation because it is a rare and 

threatened habitat.  Rare Lowland acid grassland is also found at Grendon Wood approximately 524m 

away.  Grendon Wood is an Ancient Woodland.   

There is potential for there to be impacts on biodiversity present on the site itself, given the presence of 

trees and a ponds on the land, however, his would be determined at the planning application stage.  A 

potential but uncertain minor negative effect is therefore likely. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- This small site is on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is not on high quality agricultural land and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect on this 

objective in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW.  However, the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone which may have a minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area, lying within the 

area of the North Warwickshire coalfield, including shallow coal, brick clay. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The site lies within walking distance (400m) of the 764 bus route and footpath network, but is not within 

walking distance of a town centre, and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect overall. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- This site is a small (0.493ha) site which is mostly greenfield land and will therefore have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The site lies close to the 764 bus route (400m) with a two hourly or better service, but is not within 

walking distance of an employment site allocation, and is likely to have a minor positive effect overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? This site lies over 700m walking distance of the Woodside Primary School (in Grendon and serving 

Baddesley also); therefore development of this site may have a minor negative impact in respect of this 

objective. 

Site Code: BE6 (Land adj The Hedgerows) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.05 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The site is within walking distance of a range of facilities including Post Office (Corner of New Street and 

Keys Hill), Village Hall/Community Library (Keys Hill) and Woodside C of E Primary School.  It is on a bus 

route.  The 764 service, which has a greater than 2 hourly frequency, passes along New Street.  A 

significant positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The site lies close to the Village Hall and community library (395m away on Keys Hill); therefore a minor 

positive effect on this objective is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ The site lies close to Baddesley Common which contains many permissive footpaths.  It also lies within 

walking distance of other Public Rights of Way (AE74, AE43 and AE41).  There is a Health Centre at 

Hunters Park (590m away); however, it has very limited opening (one hour Mon-Wed and half hour 

Thurs-Fri).  An overall significant positive effect on this objective is likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.05ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ This site is close to a number of community facilities, including the village hall and Primary School, as 

noted above.  It is also close to a public house (The Red Lion Inn, The Common), social club (New 

Street), three allotment gardens (Speedwell Lane, Meadow Gardens and Newlands Road) and Baddesley 

Common with its associated paths and a Recreation Ground (Speedwell Lane).  A Church is on Hill Top 

lies immediately adjacent to the site (approx 30m from the site).  An overall significant positive effect on 

this objective is therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This small site is a greenfield site.  Residential development of this land may have a minor negative 

effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

impact on the site of Baddesley Hall with regards to archaeology, and possible impact on the medieval 

settlement core with regards to the historic landscape.  There is also medium sensitivity with regards to 

the Church House, an asset of medium value and of low sensitivity to the Church of St Nicholas an asset 

of medium value with regards to the impact on the settings / views of designated assets. Therefore, the 

development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects 

are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not 

known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by 

trial trenching. For this site an assessment of the significance of the key heritage assets and the 

appropriate design response will be necessary at the planning application stage. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? This site lies within 110m of a SINC (Baddesley Common), a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation 

which includes rare Lowland Heathland, a priority for nature conservation because it is a rare and 

threatened habitat.  Rare Lowland acid grassland is also found at Grendon Wood approximately 284m 

away.  Grendon Wood is an Ancient Woodland.  An overall significant negative effect on this objective is 

therefore likely. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- This site is small (0.05ha) and is on greenfield land; therefore is likely to have a minor negative effect on 

this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is not on high quality agricultural land (Grade 1, 2 or 3) and is therefore likely to have a 

negligible effect on this objective in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW.  However, the site is within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone and may therefore have a minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area, lying within the 

area of the North Warwickshire coalfield.  A minor negative effect on this objective may therefore occur. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The site lies close to the 764 bus route and footpath network across Baddesley Common/Old railway Line 

cycle/footpath, although it is not within walking distance of a town centre; therefore minor positive effect 

is likely overall. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- This site is a small site which is mostly greenfield land and so will have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The site lies close to the 764 bus route with a two hourly or better service but is not within 600m of an 

allocated employment site; therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The site lies within 390m of the Woodside Primary School (in Grendon and serving Baddesley also) and 

development of this site will therefore have a minor positive impact in respect of this objective. 

Site Code: BE7 (Land RO Church Farm) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 1.3ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The site is within 600m walking distance of a range of facilities including the Post Office (Corner of New 

Street and Keys Hill), Village Hall/Community Library (Keys Hill) and Woodside C of E Primary School.  It 

is also on a bus route - the 764 service, which has a greater than 2 hourly frequency, passes along New 

Street.  A significant positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The site lies close to the Village Hall/Community Library (320m away on Keys Hill) so is likely to have a 

minor positive effect on this objective. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ This site lies close to Baddesley Common which contains many permissive footpaths.  It also lies within 

walking distance of other Public Rights of Way (AE74, AE43 and AE41) and there is a Health Centre at 

Hunters Park.  A significant positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (1.3ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ This site is close to a number of community facilities, including the village hall/community library and 

Primary School, as noted above.  It is also close to a public house (The Red Lion Inn, The Common), 

social club (New Street), three allotment gardens (Speedwell Lane, Meadow Gardens and Newlands 

Road), Baddesley Common with it’s associated paths and a recreation ground (Speedwell Lane).  A 

Church is on Hill Top lies immediately adjacent to the site (approx 30m from the site).  An overall 

significant positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This is a relatively small (1.3ha) greenfield site and residential development of this land may therefore 

have a minor negative effect. 
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8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

impact on the site of Baddesley Hall with regards to archaeology, and possible impact on the medieval 

settlement core with regards to the historic landscape.  The site is also of medium sensitivity with 

regards to the Church House, an asset of medium value and of low sensitivity to the Church of St 

Nicholas an asset of medium value with regards to the impact on the settings / views of designated 

assets. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this 

objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific 

design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that 

some mitigation may be achieved by trial trenching. For this site an assessment of the significance of the 

key heritage assets and the appropriate design response will be necessary at the planning application 

stage. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? This site lies within 20m of a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (Baddesley Common), which 

includes rare lowland heathland, a priority for nature conservation because it is a rare and threatened 

habitat.  Rare lowland acid grassland is also found at Grendon Wood, an Ancient Woodland lying 

approximately 290m away.  Therefore, development at this site could have a significant negative effect 

on this objective. 

It is also noted that in its consultation response in relation to this site Warwickshire Wildlife Trust 

highlighted the proximity of the St Nicholas Churchyard potential Local Wildlife Site and noted that 

development must be designed so ensure that the site will not be adversely affected.  Similarly, Natural 

England suggested that a buffer should be left between the new development and that site, to be planted 

with native species.  

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- This site is greenfield and is small in size (1.3ha) and so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective.   
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11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is not high quality agricultural land and so is likely to have a negligible effect on this objective in 

relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW.  However, the site is within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone and may have a minor negative effect in relation to hydrology and a mixed effect overall. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area, being within the 

area of the North Warwickshire coalfield.  Therefore a minor negative effect on this objective is likely. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The site lies close to the 764 bus route and footpath network across Baddesley Common/Old railway Line 

cycle/footpath and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 350                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- This site is a small site (1.3ha) which is mostly greenfield land and will therefore have a minor negative 

effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The site lies close to the 764 bus route with a two hourly or better service, but is not within walking 

distance of an employment site allocation; therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The site lies within 390m of the Woodside Primary School (in Grendon and serving Baddesley also); 

therefore development of this site could have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

Site Code: BE8 (Church Farm Buildings) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 1.47HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The site is within walking distance of a range of facilities including Post Office (Corner of New Street and 

Keys Hill), Village Hall (Keys Hill) and Woodside C of E Primary School.  It is on a bus route.  The 764 

service, which has a greater than 2 hourly frequency, passes along New Street. 
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2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The site lies close to the Village Hall (240m away on Keys Hill).  A library exists in the former Youth 

Centre on Boot Hill 960m away. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ The site lies close to Baddesley Common.  The Common contains many permissive footpaths.  It also lies 

within walking distance of other Public Rights of Way (AE74, AE43 and AE41).  There is a Health Centre 

at Hunters Park. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is small at 1.47ha and will have a minor positive 

effect. 

 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ This site is close to a number of community facilities, including the village hall and Primary School, as 

noted above.  It is also close to a public house (The Red Lion Inn, The Common), social club (New 

Street), three allotment gardens (Speedwell Lane, Meadow Gardens and Newlands Road), Baddesley 

Common with it’s associated paths and a Recreation Ground (Speedwell Lane).  A Church is on Hill Top 

(approx 250m from the site). 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 This small site is a brownfield site, although it contains some open land which has tree cover and two 

ponds.  Residential development of brownfield land will normally be likely to have a negligible effect.  

However, development of the open land containing trees and ponds may have a minor negative effect.  
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8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

impact on the site of Baddesley Hall with regards to archaeology, and possible impact on the medieval 

settlement core with regards to the historic landscape.  It is also of medium sensitivity with regards to 

the Church House, an asset of medium value and of low sensitivity to the Church of St Nicholas an asset 

of medium value with regards to the impact on the settings/views of designated assets. Therefore, the 

development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects 

are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not 

known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by 

trial trenching.  For this site an assessment of the significance of the key heritage assets and the 

appropriate design response will be necessary at the planning application stage. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? It lies within 15m of a SINC (Baddesley Common), a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation which 

includes rare Lowland Heathland, a priority for nature conservation because it is a rare and threatened 

habitat.  Rare Lowland acid grassland is also found at Grendon Wood approximately 450m away, across 

open land and common land.  Furthermore, there is potential for there to be impacts on biodiversity 

present on the site itself, given the trees, ponds and open land referred to above.  This would be 

determined at the planning application stage.  In its consultation response in relation to this site, 

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust noted that this site supports BAP priority habitats and that protected species 

may be an issue at this site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ This small site is mostly brownfield and likely to have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is not high quality agricultural land and likely to have a negligible effect on this objective in 

relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW.  The site is within a groundwater vulnerability zone so 

there may be a minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect.  In its consultation response 

the Environment Agency noted that this site has a watercourse flowing through it and that further 

assessment in relation to flood risk is required, 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area, lying within the 

area of the North Warwickshire coalfield. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The site lies close to the 764 bus route and footpath network across Baddesley Common/Old railway Line 

cycle/footpath and is likely to have a minor positive effect. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 This site is a small mostly Brownfield and will be likely have a negligible effect. 
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17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The site lies close to the 764 bus route with a two hourly or better service and is likely to have a minor 

positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The site lies within 390m of the Woodside Primary School (in Grendon and serving Baddesley also) and 

development of this site will have a minor positive impact in respect of this objective. 

Site Code: BE12 (Land adj 3 Meadow Gardens) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.87HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ This site is within walking distance (600m) of a range of facilities including Post Office (Corner of New 

Street and Keys Hill), Village Hall/Community Library (Keys Hill) and Woodside C of E Primary School.  It 

is also within 30m of a bus route (service 764) which has a greater than 2 hourly frequency.  A 

significant positive effect is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The site lies within 600m of the Village Hall/Community Library (Keys Hill); therefore a minor positive 

effect is likely. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ The site lies close to Baddesley Common which contains many permissive footpaths.  It also lies within 

walking distance of other Public Rights of Way (AE74, AE43 and AE41).  There is a Health Centre at 

Hunters Park; however it is noted that it has very limited opening (one hour Mon-Wed and half hour 

Thurs-Fri).  An overall significant positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This site is relatively small (0.87ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ This site is close (within 600m) to a number of community facilities, including the village hall/Community 

Library and Primary School, as noted above.  It is also close to a public house (The Red Lion Inn, The 

Common), social club (New Street), tow allotment gardens (Speedwell Lane and Newlands Road), 

Baddesley Common with it’s associated paths and a Recreation Ground (Speedwell Lane).  A Church is on 

Hill Top (approx 700m from the site).  An overall significant positive effect is therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This small site is partly brownfield, but mostly greenfield, comprising allotment land.  Residential 

development of this land may therefore have a minor negative effect on the landscape. 
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8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium to high sensitivity to development with regards to archaeology 

and the possible impact on relatively undisturbed area within the historic core and of a low impact with 

regards to the historic landscape and impact on post war allotments. There are no impacts on settings 

and views of designated assets. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative 

effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced 

by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the 

HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by trial trenching to determine the absence/presence 

of archaeology. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application. 

This site lies within 20m of a SINC (Baddesley Common), a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation 

which includes rare Lowland Heathland, a priority for nature conservation because it is a rare and 

threatened habitat.  Rare Lowland acid grassland is also found at Grendon Wood approximately 280m 

away, across open land and common land.  Development here may therefore have a significant negative 

effect on this objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- This small site (0.87ha) is mostly greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect 

on this objective. 
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11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is not high quality agricultural land (Grade 1, 2 or 3) and is therefore likely to have a negligible 

effect on this objective in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW; however the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone so there may be a minor negative effect in relation to hydrology and a mixed effect overall. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area, lying within the 

area of the North Warwickshire coalfield.  A minor negative effect is therefore likely. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The site lies close to the 764 bus route and footpath network across Baddesley Common/Old railway Line 

cycle/footpath, although it is not within walking distance of the town centre, and is therefore likely to 

have a minor positive effect overall. 
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16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- This is a small site (0.87ha) which is mostly greenfield land and so development here will have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ This site lies close to the 764 bus route with a two hourly or better service, but is not within walking 

distance of an employment site allocation, and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The site lies within 600m of the Woodside Primary School (in Grendon and serving Baddesley also) and 

development of this site could therefore have a minor positive impact on this objective. 
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Hartshill with Ansley Common 

Site Code: ANSCOMM1 (Land r/o 2 to 14 Coleshill Road, Ansley Common) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 1.79HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The site lies within 600 m of a number of services including a range of shops, one of which houses a Post 

Office 300m away in Coleshill Road.  There is also a local shop just over 200m away in the opposite 

direction along Ansley Common.  The nearest church/chapel is less than 200m away.  The Chancery lane 

Doctors Surgery is just under 400m away. The Bus route N0 41 runs along Coleshill Rd which operates a 

frequent service.  Although the local schools are more than 600m away they are all within walking 

distance and include Nathaniel Newton Infant School, which also includes a pre-school, Michael Drayton 

Middle School and Hartshill High School.  An overall minor positive effect on this objective is therefore 

likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 There is no community centre/hall within 600m of the site.  In fact at the moment there are no 

community facilities within the Hartshill area that can be hired out for community events, although 

Trinity Church, Church Road is currently having a centre built.  A negligible effect on this objective is 

therefore likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ The site is within 300m of public open space on the Bretts Hall Estate and at Moorwood Lane.  The site is 

within easy walking distance of a footpath which starts at Moorwood Lane and continues up to Hartshill 

Hayes Country park. The Chancery Lane Doctors Surgery is just under 400m away; therefore an overall 

significant positive effect on this objective is likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of the 

proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This site is relatively small (1.79ha) and so will have a minor 

rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The site is within 600m of the Moorwood Lane public footpath which leads to Moorwood Lane open space 

and on to a Local Wildlife Site at Moorwood Lane. Within 600m there is a Liberal Club, Chapel End Social 

Club and The Chase Public House.  Just under 300m away at Bretts Hall Estate is a playing field with 

equipment.  An overall significant positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations.  Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  This site is a relatively small greenfield site and so will 

have an overall minor negative effect. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of high sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for likely 

impact upon the Roman Kiln Site and possible impact on the medieval features close to the historic core 

with regards to archaeology and medium sensitivity on the setting of the medieval core and its current 

isolated status with regards to the historic landscape. Therefore, the development of this site could have 

a significant negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as 

they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning 

application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by avoiding impact on the 

former mineral line. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? The site is within 250m of designated RIGs site, known as Moorwood Railway Cuttings site which leads to 

a Local Wildlife site at Moorwood Lane and is also within 1k of a local Wildlife Site at Hartshill Hayes and 

also one at Bretts Hall Estate. The site is also classed as a potential wildlife site and is waiting to be 

surveyed by the WWT.  However, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate design may even result in beneficial 

effects.  In its consultation response in relation to this site, Warwickshire Wildlife Trust commented on 

the quarry within the site which is a potential Local Wildlife Site and the fact that the site supports BAP 

priority habitats.  The potential for protected species to be an issue at the site was also noted.  Natural 

England commented that it considers the site not to comply with the NPPF as it would result in a loss of 

habitat (priority woodland) which contributes to the wider ecological network. 
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  This is a relatively small (1.79ha) greenfield site and so there will be a minor negative 

effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land) so a minor negative effect is likely 

in relation to soil.  

There is likely to be capacity issues at the local STW and the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone and partly within a primary/secondary aquifer zone which may have a significant negative effect 

overall in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect.  However, it is noted that in 

its consultation response in relation to this site, the Environment Agency commented that the Bar Pool 

Brook flows along the northern boundary of the site and therefore further assessment is required. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Crushed Rock and Building 

Stone). 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

++ The site is within walking distance (600m) of a range of local shops which include a post office, butchers 

and  supermarket which means that new residents will be able to reach the associated shops, services 

and facilities and employment opportunities via shorter journeys which may be on foot or by bicycle.  In 

addition, the site is within close proximity of a frequent bus route that could be used by new residents to 

access the larger town centres and other destinations further afield; therefore the overall effect on this 

objective is expected to be significantly positive.   

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. This is a small greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect overall. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 364                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  This site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route (No. 41) but not 

an employment site allocation so a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? This site is not within 600m of any school/college, with the closest being an infants/preschool facility at 

Nathaniel Newton and secondary school at Hartshill and Michael Drayton Junior School within 900m.   

Site Code: HAR3 (Land at Hartshill Quarry) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 30.3 ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

This is a large site that lies close to or adjoining a number of community facilities including the 

community centre and library at Holy Trinity Church, the secondary school and Nathaniel Newton Infants 

and Michael Drayton Junior School.  At the far end of the site is the Windmill Sports and Social Club, off 

Nuneaton Rd.  The site also lies within 10m of the main bus route between Atherstone and 

Hartshill/Nuneaton, the No. 48 which has a greater than 2 hourly frequency.  The Post Office on Oldbury 

Rd/Church Rd junction also lies within 300m of the site and an overall significant positive effect is likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

This site lies close to the community centre and library at Holy Trinity Church and will therefore have a 

minor positive effect on this objective. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site lies within 600m of two doctor’s surgeries, the recreation ground at Snow Hill, footpaths around 

edge of Hartshill Quarries and leading to Hartshill Hayes Country Park just under 1km away.  There is 

therefore likely to be a significant positive effect on this objective. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

This site is large (30.3ha) and will have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

The site is centrally located in Hartshill lying close to numerous community facilities including the 

community centre and library, a number of pubs and clubs (Hartshill Members Club, the Royal Oak on 

Oldbury Rd, Grand Bingo Camp Hill and other Social clubs on Camp Hill Rd/Coleshill Rd) and open 

spaces/playing fields.  Development here is therefore likely to have a significant positive effect on this 

objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

--? This is a large greenfield site of approximately 30.3ha in size and may therefore have a significant 

negative effect on this objective.  
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8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The HEA found that this site is of high sensitivity to development in relation to the likely impact on the 

Roman Kiln Site and possible impact on medieval features close to the Hartshill historic core with regards 

to archaeology.  The site is also of medium sensitivity to the impact on the setting of the medieval core 

and its current isolated status with regards to the historic landscape.  The site is of low sensitivity in 

relation to the impact upon the Church of the Holy Trinity, an asset of medium value with regards to the 

impact on settings/views of/from designated assets.  Therefore, the development of this site could have 

an overall significant negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage 

uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the 

planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by a Geophysical 

Survey as the first step, followed by probable Trial Trenching.  It is also noted that in its consultation 

response in relation to this site, English Heritage noted the proximity of the Church of the Holy Trinity 

and the fact that the setting of the church is a critical issue. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

The site lies close to the Hartshill Quarry RIGs site and is within 250m of Local and County Wildlife Sites 

off Nuneaton Road.  Poor’s Piece Nature Reserve off Nuneaton Rd also lies just over 350m away.  The 

site may therefore have a significant negative effect on this objective.  It is also noted that in its 

consultation response in relation to this site, Natural England suggested that the priority woodland within 

this site is incorporated as part of the green infrastructure of the site.  It also commented on the 

proximity of the site to three SSSIs and the need to ensure no adverse impact on those sites.  The 

possibility to make green infrastructure and ecological links between the site and the Hartshill Quarries 

Local Site and the Hartshill Hayes Country Park was also highlighted.  Similarly, Warwickshire Wildlife 

Trust commented on the presence of Jee’s Quarry potential Local Wildlife Site within the site as well as 

Snowhill Wood Local Wildlife Site (which could restrict the developable area) and the presence of BAP 

priority habitats, as well as the need to carry out further assessment regarding the biodiversity value of 

the site. 
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. As this is a large greenfield site of 30.3ha it may have a significant negative effect on 

this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is predominantly Grade 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a minor negative effect in relation 

to soils. 

There are no hydrological features within this site but there will be capacity issues at Hartshill STW; 

therefore an overall significant negative effect is likely in relation to hydrology. 

It is also noted that in its consultation response in relation to this site, Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough 

Council flagged up concerns about potential effects on the AQMA at Midland Road to Corporation Street 

due to the routes that are likely to be used by people at the site. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect.  However, it is noted that in 

its consultation response in relation to this site, the Environment Agency commented on the presence of 

a ditch cutting through the site and the need to retain and enhance the ditch where possible.  It also 

noted that any flood risk emanating from the ditch should be assessed at application stage. 
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13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding areas for hard rock, crushed stone and shallow coal, 

resulting in a likely minor negative effect.  The adjoining Hartshill Quarry is currently not active but 

further hardrock extraction has potential to occur to the northwest of the Quarry, approximately 350m 

away. There is no clear indication as to whether this extraction will occur and current market 

environment and information from the operator indicate this is unlikely to occur in the near future unless 

the market and demand improves/increases significantly.  The quarry itself alongside the site is now 

dormant. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

This site lies close to the main bus route between Atherstone and Hartshill/Nuneaton, No.48, which has a 

greater than 2 hourly frequency.  The site does not, however, lie within walking distance of a town centre 

so an overall minor positive is likely. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a large site (30.3ha) and may therefore have a significant negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 
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18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies close to the main bus route between Atherstone and Hartshill/Nuneaton, No.48, which has a 

greater than 2 hourly frequency. However, it does not lie within walking distance of an Allocated 

employment site therefore the effect is likely to be minor rather than significant positive. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

++? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

This site immediately adjoins the Hartshill secondary school and lies close to both the Nathaniel Newton 

infants and Michael Drayton Junior schools.  Additional before and after school services, nursery during 

the day and holiday play schemes for both the infant school and Michael Drayton Junior School are also 

available. Therefore, a significant positive effect on this objective may occur. 
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Site Code: HAR1 (Vacant factory Site, Atherstone Road) Reasonable alternative site option  RESIDENTIAL  0.28 ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site lies within 10m of the main bus route between Atherstone and Hartshill/Nuneaton, No.48, an 

hourly or better service, and within 600m of the Wesleyan/Methodist Chapel on Grange Road. There are 

no other community services within walking distance and there is likely to be a minor a negligible effect. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

There are no community centres within 600m, the nearest being approximately 650 to 700m away at 

Holy trinity Church. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site is not within easy walking distance of a healthcare facility but is within 600m of open space at 

Grange Road and footpath links to Hartshill Hayes Country Park (200m away) and the Canal towpath 

(550m) so may have a minor positive effect. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 0.28 ha and will have a minor positive effect. 
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5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m). 

The site lies within 600m of open space at Grange Road and footpath links to Hartshill Hayes Country 

Park (200m away) and also the Canal towpath (550m). Two pubs, the Malt Shovel on Grange Rd and the 

Stag and Pheasant on The Green all lay within 200m of the site. There may be a significant positive 

effect on this objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 This is a small brownfield site, on a vacant industrial building/unit so has a negligible effect. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site lies outside the historic core of Hartshill, in a post 1955 housing area of 

medium to low sensitivity currently occupied by a business premises and with the south west half of the 

site indicating some disturbance. The hill top location indicates some potential for as yet unrecorded 

archaeological features. There is no impact on settings or views from designated assets. Therefore, the 

development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible archaeological monitoring  during any groundworks. 
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9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

The site lies approximately 300 from Hartshill Hayes Country Park, which is a Local Wildlife site. A 

number of RIGS also lie within 1km at Hartshill Quarries and Oldbury Road (450m and 900m 

respectively).  This may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

This is a brownfield site, on a vacant industrial building/unit so has a minor positive effect. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0 This site is not on Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a negligible effect on this objective 

in relation to soil. 

Severn Trent has confirmed there are no capacity issues. The site does not contain any hydrological 

features so a further negligible effect is likely in relation to hydrology. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site lies outside any flood zone 2 or 3 so has a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area for Building Stone, crushed rock and shallow 

coal, which will have a minor negative effect. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 374                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies within 10m of the main bus route between Atherstone and Hartshill/Nuneaton, No.48, which 

has a greater than 2 hourly frequency.  It is not located within walking distance of any town centre and 

there is likely to be an overall minor positive effect. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. This is a brownfield site, on a vacant industrial building/unit so has a negligible effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies within 10m of the main bus route between Atherstone and Hartshill/Nuneaton, No.48, which 

has a greater than 2 hourly frequency but does not lie within walking distance of any allocated 

employment site, so has a minor positive effect. 
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20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies over 900m from the primary school, Michael Drayton and approximately 1km from the 

nearest secondary school so may have a negative effect on this objective. 

Site Code: HAR5 (Land adj Elm Way) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL  0.33ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site lies just within 600m of the Post Office but other community services lie just beyond 600m or 

more from the site.  The site also lies just about 600m from the nearest bus route and stop on Church 

Road (600 to 605m).  This is a regular bus route and bus stop is located adjoining the Post Office .There 

is therefore likely to be a negligible effect on this objective overall. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The site lies over 600m from the Community Centre at Holy Trinity Church and is therefore likely to have 

a negligible effect on this objective. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site lies just within 600m of the Hartshill Hayes Country Park/Open Space and footpaths that radiate 

from that Park.  However, there are no other health services or facilities within 600m of the site; 

therefore a minor positive effect is likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.33ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m). 

The site lies within 600m of the Hartshill Hayes Country Park/Open Space and the footpaths that radiate 

from that park.  The Royal Oak pub also lies approximately 450m from the site.  There is therefore likely 

to be a minor positive effect overall. 
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7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.   

This is a small site of 0.33ha but is on greenfield land and will therefore have a minor negative effect on 

landscape quality.  

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site is of low archaeological sensitivity consisting of pasture land on a steep 

south west facing slope and of low impact on the historic landscape of scrub woodland. There is no 

impact on settings or views of designated assets from this site/area. There is likely to be a negligible 

effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

This site lies close to the Local Wildlife site on Land at Morwood Lane and at Hartshill Hayes Country Park 

(60-70m) which may result in a significant negative effect.  The RIGS site at Morwood railway cutting 

also lies approximately 300m away. 
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

This is a small 0.33 ha greenfield site, partially wooded, so development here is likely to have a minor 

negative effect. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is Grade 3 Agricultural land so is likely to have a minor negative effect in relation to soil. 

There may be capacity issues at the local STW so this may have a significant negative effect overall in 

relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area for Building Stone, crushed rock and shallow 

coal, which will have a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

There is no town centre within walking distance of the site.  However, the site also lies just about 600m 

from the nearest bus route and stop on Church Road (600 to 605m). This is a regular bus route and bus 

stop is located adjoining the Post Office so may have a minor positive effect.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small (0.33 ha) greenfield site, so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 
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19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

There is no allocated Employment site within walking distance.  However, the site lies just about 600m 

from the nearest bus route and stop on Church Road (600 to 605m).  This is a regular bus route and bus 

stop is located adjoining the Post Office so may have a minor positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies just over 600m from the nearest schools on Church Road so there may be a minor negative 

effect on this objective. 

Site Code: HAR6 (Land RO 109/111 Oldbury Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.32HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

-- The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

There are no existing community services or facilities or sustainable transport links within walking 

distance (600m) of this site and there is therefore likely to be a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

There is no community centre/hall within 600m of the site therefore there is likely to be a negligible 

effect on this objective. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The site is within 200m of Hartshill Hayes Country Park with 

its associated footpaths but no other healthcare facilities are within walking distance. There is likely to be 

a minor positive effect. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 0.32 ha and will have a minor positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 600m of The Royal Oak Public House and Hartshill Hayes Country Park and so is likely 

to have a minor positive effect. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This is a relatively small greenfield site (rear gardens) and so may have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 
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8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site lies within an area of low sensitivity in relation to the potential for 

impacts on archaeology and features associated with previous industrial and stone quarrying activity with 

little potential for as yet unrecorded features. There is a low impact on the historic landscape with the 

site located within an area of post 1900-pre1955 housing. There is likely to be a negligible effect on this 

objective. There are no impacts on settings and views from designated assets.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.   

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 100m of two Local 

Wildlife Sites (Moorwood Land and Hartshill Hayes).  The site lies within 400m of a SSSI at Hartshill 

Hayes and there is a RIGS site (Oldbury Grange Sills) within 200m and another one at Morwood Railway 

cutting just over 200m away. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  This is a small 0.32ha site on greenfield land is likely to have a minor negative effect on 

this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0 

 

The site not Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land and so there is likely to be a negligible effect in relation to 

soil. 

There is unlikely to be any capacity issues at the local STW and the site does not contain any 

hydrological features; therefore a further negligible effect is likely in relation to hydrology. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site lies outside any flood zone 2 or 3 so has a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding Minerals Safeguarding area for building stone, crushed rock and 

shallow coal, which will have a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

- The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site lies just beyond 600m of a bus route 

and is not within walking distance of a town centre.  There is likely to be a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 
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16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. This is a small 0.32ha Greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

- While the location of housing sites will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the 

Borough, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies just beyond 600m of a bus route and is not within walking distance of an allocated 

employment site so will have a minor negative effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.     

The site is around 650m from Michael Drayton Junior School and further from Hartshill High School so a 

negative effect is likely. 
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Site Code: HAR7 (Land at Oldbury Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 8.15ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

-- The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The nearest shops, which include a Post Office, lie over 800m away from the site.  The nearest bus route 

is over 850m away from the site.  There are no other community facilities within walking distance of 

600m.  There is likely to be a significant negative effect on this objective. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

There is no community centre/hall within 600m of the site.  There is likely to be a negligible effect on this 

objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are footpaths within 200m of the site that lead to 

Moorwood Lane Local Wildlife Site and also Hartshill Hayes Country park. No healthcare facilities lie 

within 600m of the site. There is likely to be a minor positive effect. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   The site is 8.15ha and will have a minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The Royal 

Oak public house is over 700m away and other community facilities over 800m away. The site is adjacent 

to the Hartshill Hayes Country Park where there are also public footpath links. There is likely to be a 

minor positive effect. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This site is a small Greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect.  

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site lies within an area of medium to high sensitivity in relation to the 

potential for impacts on archaeology and features associated with a Saxon burial to the south east and 

medieval woodbanks. There is good potential for as yet unrecorded features. There is a low impact on 

the historic landscape with the site located in large post war fields. There is likely to be a significant 

negative effect on this objective. There are no impacts on settings and views from designated assets.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works within through trial trench evaluation to determine the presence/absence of 

archaeological features. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

The site is actually situated on a RIGS site known as Oldbury Grange Sills and is within 100m of the RIGS 

site known as Oldbury Quarry.  Development may impact upon the RIGS. The site is adjoining the Local 

Wildlife site known as Moorwood Lane.  There may be a significant negative effect on this objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The site is a Greenfield site of 8.15ha and is likely to have a minor negative effect on 

this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so a minor negative effect is likely in relation to soil. 

This is a fairly large site so there may be capacity issues at Hartshill STW which will generate a significant 

negative impact on this objective.  The site does not contain any hydrological features. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This is a large site, outside of any floodzone 2 or 3 and so will have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area for building Stone, crushed rock and shallow which will have 

a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

- The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is  more than 600m from both public 

transport links and a town centre and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. This is a small Greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

- While the location of housing sites will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the 

Borough, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is not within walking distance (600m) of either a public transport 

links or one or more of the allocated employment sites in the Site Allocations DPD and so will have a 

minor negative effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

more than 600m from any school or college and may have a negative effect. 
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Site Code: HAR8 (Land at Moorwood Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 10.66ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site lies over 600m from the Post Office and other community services.  As the site itself extends 

over 600m to the north west only the eastern most part lies within a reasonable distance of any local 

services/facilities in the centre of the village.  The eastern edge of the site lies approximately 450m from 

the nearest bus route on Church Road although the majority of the site lies well over 600m away.  This is 

a regular bus route to Atherstone and Nuneaton.  A minor negative effect is therefore likely overall. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The site lies over 600m from the Community Centre at Holy Trinity.  A negligible effect is therefore likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site lies just within 200m of the Hartshill Hayes Country Park/Open Space and footpaths that radiate 

from that Park.  However, there are no other health services or facilities within 600m of the site which 

results in a minor positive effect. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

This is a large site of 10.66ha and will therefore have a significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

The site lies within 200m of the Hartshill Hayes Country Park/Open Space and the footpaths that radiate 

from that Park.  The Royal Oak pub also lies approximately 575m from the eastern most part of the site 

but well over 600m from the rest of the site and hence there is likely only to be a minor positive effect. 

All other community facilities are over 600m away. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

-- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.   

This is a large mainly greenfield site of 10.66ha and may have a significant negative effect on landscape 

quality.   
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this area is of medium to low sensitivity for impacts on archaeology and features 

associated with mixed woodland, pastureland and two abandoned quarry sites. There is some potential 

for as yet unrecorded features connected with the former quarries. There is a low impact on the historic 

landscape of scrub woodland and former quarries. There is likely to be a minor negative effect on this 

objective. There are no impacts on settings and views from designated assets.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works within through archaeological monitoring during groundworks. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

This site contains a Local Wildlife site (LWS) at Morwood Lane and lies within 200m of Hartshill Hayes 

Country Park; therefore there may be a significant negative effect.  Development of the site would result 

in loss of the LWS.  The RIGS site at Morwood railway cutting also lies approximately 50m away. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

This is a large mainly greenfield site of 10.66ha and may have a significant negative effect.  

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site comprises Grade 3 agricultural land; therefore a minor negative effect is likely in relation to soil. 

There may be capacity issues at Hartshill and part of the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability zone 

which may have a significant negative effect overall. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area for Building Stone, crushed rock and shallow 

coal, which will have a minor negative effect.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The eastern edge of the site lies approximately 450m from the nearest bus route on Church Road 

although the majority of the site lies well over 600m away. This is a regular bus route to Atherstone and 

Nuneaton. The site is not within walking distance of a town centre and is therefore likely to result in a 

minor positive effect overall.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a large greenfield site of 10.66ha and will therefore have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The eastern edge of the site lies approximately 450m from the nearest bus route on Church Road 

although the majority of the site lies well over 600m away.  This is a regular bus route to Atherstone and 

Nuneaton.  However, there are no allocated employment sites within walking distance and a minor 

positive effect is likely overall. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies just over 600m from the nearest schools on Church Road.  This could encourage car use and 

result in a minor negative effect. 

Site Code: HAR8 PART (Land at Moorwood Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.709ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site lies over 600m from the Post Office and other community services.  However, the site lies 

approximately 450m from the nearest bus route on Church Road.  This is a regular bus route to 

Atherstone and Nuneaton.  A minor negative effect is likely overall.  

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The site lies over 600m from the Community Centre at Holy Trinity Church and Community library; 

therefore a negligible effect is likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site lies just over 600m walking distance of the Hartshill Hayes Country Park/Open Space (300m 

direct) but adjoins footpaths that access the Park. However, there are no other health services or 

facilities within 600m of the site which results in a minor positive effect overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This site is small at only 0.709 ha and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

The site lies just over 600m walking distance of the Hartshill Hayes Country Park/Open Space (250m 

direct) but adjoins footpaths that access the Park. The Royal Oak pub also lies approximately 575m from 

the edge of site but well over 600m from the rest of the site and hence there is likely only to be a minor 

positive effect.  All other community facilities are over 600m away.  A minor positive effect is likely 

overall. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.   

This is a small site on greenfield land and will therefore have a minor negative effect.  

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this area is of medium to low sensitivity for impacts on archaeology and features 

associated with mixed woodland, pastureland and nearby abandoned quarry sites. There is some 

potential for as yet unrecorded features connected with the former quarries. There is a low impact on the 

historic landscape of scrub wood and pasture land. There is likely to be a minor negative effect on this 

objective. There are no impacts on settings and views from designated assets.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works within through archaeological monitoring during groundworks. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

The site contains the Local Wildlife site on Land at Morwood Lane and lies within 250m of Hartshill Hayes 

Country Park (direct line) that may result in a significant negative effect. Development of the site would 

result in loss of the LWS. The RIGS site at Morwood railway cutting also lies approximately 50m away.  
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  

This site is only 0.709 ha but it is on greenfield so will have a minor negative effect.   

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-/0? The site is Grade 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a minor negative effect in relation to soil.  

The site does not contain any hydrological features and there should not be any capacity issues at the 

local STW due to the site being relatively small so a negligible effect is likely in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area for Building Stone, crushed rock and shallow 

coal, which will have a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies approximately 450m from the nearest bus route on Church Road. This is a regular bus route 

to Atherstone and Nuneaton. The site is not within walking distance of a town centre and is likely to 

result in a minor positive effect overall.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small 0.709 ha greenfield site, so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 
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19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The eastern edge of the site lies approximately 450m from the nearest bus route on Church Road but the 

majority lies well over 600m away. This is a regular bus route.  However, there is no employment site 

allocation within walking distance so a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies just over 600m from the nearest schools on Church Road.  This is likely to encourage car use 

and result in a minor negative effect. 

Site Code: HAR9 (Land at Moorwood Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 2.81ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site lies over 600m from the Post Office and other community services. The site lies approximately 

450m from the nearest bus route on Church Road, which is a regular hourly service to Atherstone and 

Nuneaton. There is likely to be a minor negative effect on this objective overall. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The site lies over 600m from the Community Centre at Holy Trinity Church and Community library. There 

will therefore be a negligible effect on this objective. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles. 

The site lies just over 600m walking distance of the Hartshill Hayes Country Park/Open Space (320m 

direct) but adjoins footpaths that access the Park. However, there are no other health services or 

facilities within 600m of the site which results in a minor positive effect overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This is a small site (2.81ha) and will therefore have a minor 

rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site lies just over 600m walking distance from the Hartshill Hayes Country Park/Open Space (250m 

direct) but adjoins footpaths that access the Park. The Royal Oak pub also lies approximately 575m from 

the edge of site but well over 600m from the rest of the site. All other community facilities are over 

600m away.  A minor positive effect is likely ovrall. 
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7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape 

This is a small site (2.81ha) on greenfield land and will therefore have a minor negative effect. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this area is of medium sensitivity for impacts on archaeology on relatively 

undisturbed land. There is some potential for as yet unrecorded features to exist. There is a low impact 

on the historic landscape of large post war fields. There is likely to be a minor negative effect on this 

objective. There are no impacts on settings and views from designated assets.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation to determine the presence/absence of 

archaeology. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

The site adjoins the Local Wildlife site on Land at Morwood Lane and lies within 250m of Hartshill Hayes 

Country Park (direct line) which may result in a significant negative effect.  The RIGS site at Morwood 

railway cutting also lies approximately 25m away.  There may therefore be a significant negative effect. 
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. 

This is a small site (2.81 ha) but is primarily greenfield land so will have a minor negative effect.  

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is Grade 3 agricultural land and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect in relation to 

soil.  

There may be capacity issues at Hartshill STW and the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability zone 

which may have a significant negative effect overall in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. 

This site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding Area for building stone, crushed stone and shallow 

coal so will have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies approximately 450m from the nearest bus route on Church Road, although much of the site 

lies well over 600m from this route/service. This is a regular hourly bus route to Atherstone and 

Nuneaton. The site does not lie within walking distance of a town centre. There is likely to be a minor 

positive effect on this objective overall. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 
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19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

This site lies approximately 450m from the nearest bus route on Church Road, although much of the site 

lies well over 600m from this route/service. This is a regular hourly bus route to Atherstone and 

Nuneaton.  However, the site does not lie within walking distance of an employment site allocation; 

therefore  a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies just over 600m from the nearest schools on Church Road, including Nathaniel Newton 

Infants and Hartshill Secondary. This is likely to encourage car use and so could have a minor negative 

effect. 

Site Code: HAR10 (Site adj 6 Moorbrook, Morewood Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL  1.79ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

This site lies within 600m of a number of services including a range of shops, one of which houses a Post 

Office 300m away in Coleshill Road.  There is also a local shop just over 200m away in the opposite 

direction along Ansley Common.  The nearest church/chapel is just over 270m away, Chapel End 

congregational Church.  The Bus route N0 41 runs along Coleshill Rd which operates a frequent hourly 

service.  There is likely to be a minor positive effect on this objective. 
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2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

There are no community centres/halls within 600m walking distance of the site. The community centre at 

Trinity Church, Church Road is approximately 850m away. There is therefore likely to be a negligible 

effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site is within 400m of public open space on the Bretts Hall Estate and at Moorwood Lane.  The site 

adjoins a footpath which starts at Moorwood Lane and continues up to Hartshill Hayes Country park. The 

Chancery Lane Doctors Surgery is just under 400m away so there is likely to be a significant positive 

effect on this objective. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of the 

proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This site is relatively small (1.79ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

The site adjoins the Moorwood Lane public footpath which leads to Moorwood Lane open space and on to 

a Local Wildlife Site at Moorwood Lane.  Within 250m there is a Liberal Club and The Chase Public House.  

The Chapel End Social Club lies just under 400m away as does Bretts Hall Estate with open space, 

playing field and play equipment.  There is likely to be a significant positive effect on this objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  This site is a small greenfield site and so will have a 

minor negative effect. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site lies within an area of medium to low sensitivity in relation to impacts on 

archaeology on relatively undisturbed pasture land. There is some potential for as yet unrecorded 

features. There is a low impact on the historic landscape with the site located in large post war fields. 

There is likely to be a minor negative effect on this objective. There are no impacts on settings and views 

from designated assets.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

mitigation through archaeological monitoring during any groundworks. 
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9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

The site is within 250m of designated RIGs site, known as Moorwood Railway Cuttings site which leads to 

a Local Wildlife site at Moorwood Lane and is also within 1k of a local Wildlife Site at Hartshill Hayes and 

also one at Bretts Hall Estate. However, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate design may even result in beneficial 

effects. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  This is a small greenfield site and so there will be a minor negative effect. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so a minor negative effect is likely in relation to soil.   

There may be capacity issues at the local STW.  The site is within a groundwater vulnerability zone and 

slightly within a primary/secondary aquifer zone which may have a significant negative effect overall in 

relation to hydrology. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area for Building Stone, crushed rock and shallow coal, which will 

have a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site is within walking distance (250m) of a range of local shops but not any town centre.  However, 

the site is within close proximity (85m) of a frequent bus route N0 41 which runs along Coleshill Rd and 

operates a frequent hourly service.  Therefore the overall effect on this objective is expected to be minor 

positive.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. This is a small (1.79ha) greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies within 250m of the nearest bus route on Church Road and Coleshill Rd, the 41 and 48. These 

are regular bus routes/services of at least hourly frequency or better. The site does not lie within walking 

distance of an allocated employment site. Therefore the overall effect on this objective is expected to be 

minor positive. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies just over 600m from the nearest schools on Church Road, Michael Drayton primary. This is 

likely to encourage car use and may be a minor negative effect. 

Site Code: HAR11 (Chapel End Social Club, Coleshill Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.22 ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The site lies within 600 m of a number of services including a range of shops, one of which houses a Post 

Office within 100m of the site.  The nearest church/chapel is less than 100m away.  The Chancery lane 

Doctors Surgery is under 10m away. The Bus route N0 41 runs along Coleshill Rd which operates a 

frequent service.  The site is within 450m of Nathaniel Newton Infant School. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 There is no community centre/hall within 600m of the site.   

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ The site is within 300m of public open space on the Snowhill recreation ground.  The site is within easy 

walking distance of a footpath. The Chancery Lane Doctors Surgery is adjacent the site. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of the 

proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This site is 0.22ha and will have a minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The site is within 100m of a public footpath. Within 600m there is a Liberal Club, Chapel End Social Club 

and The Chase Public House. Just under 200m away at Snowhill Recreation ground  is a playing field with 

equipment. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This site is a small Greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site lies outside the historic core of Hartshill, and likely to be of low to 

medium sensitivity having been previously disturbed by 19Century and later development. There is likely 

to be a medium impact on settings or views from designated assets, nearest being the 

Congregational/Methodist Chapel on Coleshill Road. Therefore, the development of this site could have a 

minor negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through watching brief when construction work is underway and for 

sympathetic design to lessen impact on setting and views of listed buildings. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? The site is within 400m of a potential LWS at Moorwood Quarry. The site is within 500m of designated 

RIGs site, known as Moorwood Railway Cuttings site which leads to a Local Wildlife site at Moorwood 

Lane and is also within 1k of a local Wildlife Site at Hartshill Hayes and also one at Bretts Hall Estate. The 

site is also within 350m of Snow Hill LWS. However, while proximity to designated sites provides an 

indication of the potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate design may even result 

in beneficial effects. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 413                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  This is a small Greenfield site (0.22ha) and so there will be a minor negative effect. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0 

 

The site is not on Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land so there will be a negligible effect in relation to soils.   

It is thought that the site will not have capacity issues at the local STW and it lies outside of any 

hydrological zones; therefore a further negligible effect is likely in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This is a small site, outside of any floodzone 2 or 3 and so will have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 414                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (crushed rock). 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The site is within walking distance of a range of local shops which include a post office, butchers and 

supermarket which means that new residents will be able to reach the associated shops, services and 

facilities and employment opportunities via shorter journeys which may be on foot or by bicycle.  In 

addition, the site is within close proximity of a frequent bus route that could be used by new residents to 

access the larger town centres and other destinations further afield; therefore the overall effect on this 

objective is expected to be significantly positive. The site is within 600m of a footpath. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. This is a small Greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route (No. 41). 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The site is within 450m of Nathaniel Newton Infant school. 

Site Code: ANSCOMM2 (Land adj Spinney Garth, Ansley Common) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.18HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

This site is within 600m of Nursery Hill Primary School.  The Bus route N0 41 runs along Coleshill Rd 

which operates a frequent service.  The nearest shop is over 900m away, with all other service facilities 

even further. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 There is no community centre/hall within 600m of the site that is available for public hire.  In fact at the 

moment there are no community facilities within the Hartshill area that can be hired out for community 

events, although Trinity Church, Church Road is currently having a centre built.  St Johns Church hall is 

within 400m but this for use by residents in St Johns Road.  

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

- Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  This site is not within 600m of any of these types of services 

and facilities. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.18 ha) and so will have a minor 

positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

- The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

This site is not within 600m of any of these facilities so will have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This site is a small Greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this relatively undisturbed large garden site and mature trees site lies within an 

area of medium sensitivity for impacts on archaeology. It lies within the post medieval country park of 

Ansley Hall common with some potential for as yet unrecorded archaeological features. There is a 

medium impact on the historic landscape with the site formerly being part of “Seven Foot Wood” noted 

on 1st edition OS Maps. There are no impacts on settings or views from designated assets. There is 

therefore likely to be an overall minor negative effect on this objective.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through trial trench evaluation to determine the presence/absence of 

archaeology. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 250m of the Bretts Hall 

Local Wildlife Site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  This is a small (0.18ha) greenfield site and so there will be a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is not within Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land so there is likely to be a negligible effect on this 

objective in relation to soils. 

There is likely to be no capacity issues at Hartshill STW to accommodate a small site.  The site lies within 

a groundwater vulnerability zone which will generate a minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This is a small site, outside of any floodzone 2 or 3 and so will have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (crushed rock). 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The site is within close proximity of a frequent bus route that could be used by new residents to access 

the larger town centres and other destinations further afield although it is not within walking distance of 

a town centre; therefore the overall effect on this objective is expected to be minor positive. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials.  This is a small greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route (No. 41) but not 

an employment allocation so a minor positive effect is likely. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.    The site is 

within 600m of Nursery Hill Primary School. 
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Site Code: ANSCOMM3 (Land at Ansley Common) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 3.05HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The site lies within 600 m of a number of services including a range of shops, one of which houses a Post 

Office 500m away in Coleshill Road.  There is also a local shop just under 200m away in the opposite 

direction along Ansley Common.  The nearest church/chapel is just over 500m away.  The Chancery lane 

Doctors Surgery is just under 400m away. The Bus route N0 41 runs along Coleshill Rd which operates a 

frequent service.  Although the local schools are more than 600m away they are all within walking 

distance and include Nathaniel Newton Infant School, which also includes a pre-school, Michael Drayton 

Middle School and Hartshill High School. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 There is no community centre/hall within 600m of the site.  In fact at the moment there are no 

community facilities within the Hartshill area that can be hired out for community events, although 

Trinity Church, Church Road is currently having a centre built. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ The site is within 300m of public open space on the Bretts Hall Estate and at Moorwood Lane.  The site is 

within easy walking distance of a footpath which starts at Moorwood Lane and continues up to Hartshill 

Hayes Country park, The Chancery Lane Doctors Surgery is just under 600m away. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 3.05ha and so will have a minor rather than 

significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The site is within 600m of the Moorwood Lane public footpath which leads to Moorwood Lane open space 

and on to a Local Wildlife Site at Moorwood Lane. Within 600m there is a Liberal Club, Chapel End Social 

Club and The Chase Public House.  Just under 300m away at Bretts Hall Estate is a playing field with 

equipment. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This site is a small greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect.  

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

There is no impact on settings or views of designated assets from this site/area. The HEA indicates that 

this site lies within an area of medium sensitivity on undisturbed arable land with good possibility for as 

yet unrecorded archaeology. There is a low impact on the historic landscape relating to large post war 

fields. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this objective.   

 However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation to determine the presence/absence of 

archaeology. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? The site is within 250m of designated RIGs site, known as Moorwood Railway Cuttings site which leads to 

a Local Wildlife site at Moorwood Lane and is also within 1k of a local Wildlife Site at Hartshill Hayes. 

However, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the potential for an adverse effect, 

uncertainty exists, as appropriate design may even result in beneficial effects. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  This is a small (3.05ha) greenfield site and so there will be a minor negative effect. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 422                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so there is likely to be a minor negative effect on this objective in 

relation to soils. 

The site is likely to have capacity issues at Nuneaton STW. The site is within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone. This is likely to generate a significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site lies outside of any floodzone 2 or 3 and so will have a negligible effect on this objective. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (crushed rock). 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ This site is within close proximity of a frequent bus route that could be used by new residents to access 

the larger town centres and other destinations further afield, although there is no town centre within 

walking distance; therefore the overall effect on this objective is expected to be minor positive. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials.  This is a small greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route (No. 41) but not 

an employment site allocation so a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? This site is not within 600m of any school/college, with the closest being approximately 900m away 

where there is an infants/preschool facility at Nathaniel Newton and secondary school at Hartshill and 

Michael Drayton Junior School. 
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Site Code: ANSCOMM4 (Land at Ansley Common) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 2.74HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The site lies within 600 m of a number of services including a range of shops, one of which houses a Post 

Office 300m away in Coleshill Road.  There is also a local shop just under 200m away in the opposite 

direction along Ansley Common.  The nearest church/chapel is just over 200m away.  The Chancery Lane 

Doctors Surgery is just over 400m away. The Bus route N0 41 runs along Coleshill Rd which operates a 

frequent service.  Although the local schools are more than 600m away they are all within walking 

distance and include Nathaniel Newton Infant School, which also includes a pre-school, Michael Drayton 

Middle School and Hartshill High School. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 There is no community centre/hall within 600m of the site.  In fact at the moment there are no 

community facilities within the Hartshill area that can be hired out for community events, although 

Trinity Church, Church Road is currently having a centre built. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ The site is adjacent to public open space on the Bretts Hall Estate and within 400m of the open space at 

Moorwood Lane.  The site is within easy walking distance of a footpath which starts at Moorwood Lane 

and continues up to Hartshill Hayes Country park, and the Chancery Lane Doctors Surgery is under 600m 

away. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (2.74ha) and so will have a minor 

rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The site is within 600m of the Moorwood Lane public footpath which leads to Moorwood Lane open space 

and on to a Local Wildlife Site at Moorwood Lane.  Within 600m there is a Liberal Club, Chapel End Social 

Club and The Chase Public House.  Bretts Hall Estate playing field with equipment is adjacent to the site. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- This site is a small Greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

There is no impact on settings or views of designated assets from this site/area. The HEA indicates that 

this site lies within an area of medium sensitivity on undisturbed pasture land with good possibility for as 

yet unrecorded archaeology. There is a medium impact on the historic landscape relating to paddocks 

that probably date to 19C planned enclosures. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor 

negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation to determine the presence/absence of 

archaeology. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? The site is within 200m of a potential wildlife site (Moorwood Quarry), although there is built 

development in between, and within 400m of designated RIGs site known as Moorwood Railway Cuttings 

site which leads to a Local Wildlife site at Moorwood Lane.  It is also within 1k of a local Wildlife Site at 

Hartshill Hayes. However, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the potential for 

an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate design may even result in beneficial effects. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  This is a small (2.74ha) greenfield site and so there will be a minor negative effect. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so there is likely to be a minor negative effect on this objective in 

relation to soils.  It is currently rough pasture land.  

There is likely to be capacity issues at Nuneaton STW and the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone.  This is likely to generate a significant negative effect on this objective in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This is a small site, outside of any floodzone 2 or 3 and so will have a negligible effect on this objective. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (crushed rock). 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ This site is within close proximity of a frequent bus route that could be used by new residents to access 

the larger town centres and other destinations further afield; however there is now town centre within 

walking distance.  Therefore the overall effect on this objective is expected to be minor positive.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. This is a small greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route (No. 41) but is 

not within walking distance of an employment site allocation so will have a minor positive effect overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The site is not within 600m of any school/college, with the closest being around 1km away where there is 

an infants/preschool facility at Nathaniel Newton and secondary school at Hartshill and Michael Drayton 

Junior School. 
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Site Code: ANSCOMM5 (Land off Coleshill Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 20.00 ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

This site is within 600m of Nursery Hill Primary School.  The Bus route N0 41 runs along Coleshill Rd 

which operates a frequent service.  There is a local shop just over 300m away and a range of shops just 

over 800m away, with all other service facilities further away.  An overall minor positive effect is 

therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 There is no community centre/hall within 600m of the site that is available for public hire.  In fact at the 

moment there are no community facilities within the Hartshill area that can be hired out for community 

events, although Trinity Church, Church Road is currently having a centre built.  St Johns Church hall is 

within 400m but this for use by residents in St Johns Road.  

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The site is within 300m of the Bretts Hall Estate play area and 

adjacent to the Bretts Hall Local Wildlife Site although there is no healthcare facility (i.e. doctor’s 

surgery) within walking distance; therefore an overall minor positive effect is likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++ The potential residential site is expected to have a significant positive effect on this objective, due to the 

nature of the proposed development (residential) and it is assumed that housing development will be in 

conformity with Core Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively large (20ha) and so 

will have a significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects; particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 300m of the open space at Bretts Hall. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

--? This is a large site at 20ha on greenfield land so is likely to have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

There is no impact on settings or views of designated assets from this site/area. The HEA indicates that 

this site lies within an area of medium sensitivity on relatively undisturbed, sloped north east facing 

pasture/arable land. The western most field is located within former grounds of Ansley Hall Common, a 

post medieval park. There is possibility for as yet unrecorded archaeology There is a low impact on the 

historic landscape of large post war fields with the former park and 18C enclosures having been lost. 

Development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation to determine the presence/absence of 

archaeology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 250m of the Bretts Hall 

Local Wildlife Site and within 70m of a tree with a TPO. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is 20ha and is on greenfield land so is likely to have a significant negative effect 

on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land and so is likely to have a minor negative impact on this objective 

in relation to soils. 

There is likely to be capacity issues at Hartshill STW and the site is within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone.  Therefore, there is likely to be a significant negative on this objective in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This is a large site, outside of any floodzone 2 or 3 and so will have a negligible effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (crushed roack). 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The site is within close proximity of a frequent bus route that could be used by new residents to access 

the larger town centres and other destinations further afield; however there is no town centre within 

walking distance.  Therefore, the overall effect on this objective is expected to be minor positive. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials.  This is a large site on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a significant negative 

effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route (No. 41) but is 

not within walking distance of an employment site allocation therefore is likely to have a minor positive 

effect overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? This site is within 600m of Nursery Hill Primary School; therefore is likely to have a minor positive effect.  

It is also noted that within 900m there is an infants/preschool facility at Nathaniel Newton and secondary 

school at Hartshill and Michael Drayton Junior School. 
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Old and New Arley 

Site Code: ARL1 (Land at Rectory Road) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.034HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The site lies within walking distance of a bus stop (10m) and routes/services including the 17/18 and 735 

(with a better than hourly service). The Methodist Church and Church Hall/Community centre lie 30m 

away.  St Wilfrid’s C of E Church is also around 250m away. The Herbert Fowler Junior school is around 

375m away although this school is programmed to close over the next few years and amalgamate with 

Gun Hill. The site is currently considered to have a minor positive effect.  

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The site lies around 30m walking distance of the Methodist Church and Community Hall so a minor 

positive effect is considered likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ The site lies approximately 260m from the Recreation area/playing field and open space off Rectory Road 

and the Leisure Centre is around 300m away. There are routes to get access to footpaths and rights of 

way around the village adjoining and about 50m from the site. The site is within 500m of the new 

healthcare facilities at Rectory Road. The site will have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is under 0.034ha and will have a minor positive 

effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The site lies approximately 260m to 300m from the Rectory Rd Recreation area/playing fields and Leisure 

Centre.  The Methodist Church and Church Hall/Community centre lies 30m away, as does the pub ‘the 

Wagon Load of Lime. ’ St Wilfrid’s C of E Church is also around 250m away. Open space and footpaths 

leading into the countryside from the village also adjoin or are within 50m or more away, linked to the 

site by pavement/pedestrian access. This site is considered to have a significant positive effect on this 

objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- The site is a small greenfield site of 0.034 ha comprising garden area so will have a minor negative effect 

on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for impacts on 

archaeology, settings of designated assets, views from designated assets and historic landscape. 

Therefore, the development of this site could have a negligible effect on this objective.  However, all 

effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, 

which is not known until the planning application stage.   

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? The site lies about 300m from the nearest Local Wildlife site/County Wildlife sites and area of Ancient 

Woodland at Arley Wood. It is considered that the site may have a minor negative effect, given the small 

size of the site and distance between the site and the wildlife areas which may reduce the impact. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- The site is a small greenfield site of 0.034 ha comprising garden area so will have a minor negative effect 

on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? This site not classed as Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land and is not currently or previously in agricultural 

use, therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to soil. 

The site is within a principal or secondary aquifer, a groundwater source drift zone, a safeguarded 

surface water zone and within a groundwater vulnerability zone; therefore a minor negative effect is 

likely in relation to hydrology.  There are no capacity issues at the local STW. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site is outside of any flood zone and so will have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible (0). 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (Brick clay/Sand and Gravel and Building Stone) 

and/or Minerals Consultation area generating a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The site lies within 10m walking distance of a bus stop and routes/services including the 17/18 and 735 

(with a better than hourly service). Open space and footpaths leading into the countryside from the 

village also adjoin the site or lie around 50m or more away, linked to the site by pavement/pedestrian 

access, but there are no nearby employment sites and the site is likely to have a minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- The site is a small greenfield site of 0.034 ha comprising garden area so will have a minor negative effect 

on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The site lies within 10m walking distance of a bus stop and routes/services including the 17/18 and 735 

(with a better than hourly service). Open space and footpaths leading into the countryside from the 

village also adjoin the site or lie around 50m or more away, linked to the site by pavement/pedestrian 

access, but there are no nearby employment sites and the site is likely to have a minor positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The Herbert Fowler junior school currently lies around 375m away although this school is programmed to 

close over the next few years and amalgamate with Gun Hill. There is therefore a minor positive effect 

currently but this may change in the future. 
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Site Code: ARL2 (Herbert Fowler School) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.65HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++? The site lies within walking distance of a bus stop (100m) and routes/services including the 17/18 and 

735 (with a better than hourly service). The Methodist Church and Church Hall/Community centre lies 

320m away.  St Wilfrid’s C of E Church is also around 370m away. The site is currently occupied by the 

Herbert Fowler Junior school, which is programmed to close over the next few years and amalgamate 

with Gun Hill.  The site is currently considered likely to have a significant positive effect overall.  

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The site lies around 30m walking distance of the Methodist Church and Community Hall so a minor 

positive effect is considered likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ 

 

The site lies approximately 410m from the recreation area/playing field and open space off Rectory Road 

and the Leisure Centre is around 470m away.  There are routes to get access to footpaths and Public 

Rights of Way around the village adjoining and about 50m from the site (M441).  The nearest healthcare 

facilities are just over 600m walking distance away by road but there is access to a footpath within 50m 

running through a field and within 600m of the site.  Overall the site will therefore have a minor positive 

effect on this objective. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.65ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The site lies approximately 410m to 470m from the Rectory Road recreation area/playing fields and 

leisure centre. The Methodist Church and church hall/community centre lies 320m away, and the pub ‘the 

Wagon Load of Lime’ about 350m (although this may currently be closed).  St Wilfrid’s Church of East 

church is also around 370m away.  Open space and footpaths leading into the countryside from the 

village also adjoin or are within walking distance, linked to the site by pavement/pedestrian access.  

Overall, this site is considered to have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 The site is a small brownfield site of 0.65ha currently comprising a school, associated buildings and 

playground so will have a negligible effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.  The HEA found that this site is 

of low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for impacts on archaeology, settings of 

designated assets (upon the Church of St Wilfrid, an asset of high importance), views from designated 

assets (upon the Church of St Wilfrid, an asset of high importance) and historic landscape. Therefore, the 

development of this site is expected to have a negligible effect on this objective.  However, all effects are 

at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not 

known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved 

through a watching brief and screening of the listed building. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? The site lies about 425m from the nearest Local Wildlife site/County Wildlife sites, an area of Ancient 

Woodland at Arley Wood.  It is therefore considered likely that the site may have a minor negative effect, 

given the small size of the site and distance between the site and the wildlife areas which may reduce the 

impact. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ This is a small brownfield site of 0.64ha currently comprising a school, associated buildings and 

playground so will have a minor positive effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? This site is not Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land and is not currently or previously in agricultural use so is 

likely to have a negligible effect in relation to soils. 

However, the site is within a principal or secondary aquifer, a groundwater source drift zone, a 

safeguarded surface water zone and within a groundwater vulnerability zone so could have a minor 

negative effect in relation to hydrology.  There are no capacity issues at the local STW. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.  

This site is outside of any flood zone and so will have a negligible effect.  

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- This site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (Brick clay/Sand and Gravel and Building Stone) 

and the Minerals Consultation area; therefore is likely to have a minor negative effect for this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The site lies within 100m of a bus stop and routes/services including the 17/18 and 735 (which has a 

better than hourly service). However, it is not within walking distance of a town centre so is likely to 

have a minor positive effect overall. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 The site is a small brownfield site of 0.65ha comprising a school, associated buildings and playground, so 

will have a negligible effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ This site lies within 100m walking distance of a bus stop and routes/services including the 17/18 and 735 

(with a better than hourly service). However, the site is not within walking distance of an employment 

site allocation so a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The Herbert Fowler junior school currently occupies the site and this school is programmed to close over 

the next few years and amalgamate with Gun Hill.  The development of this site and the loss of the 

school could therefore have a minor negative effect on this objective as the replacement amalgamated 

school site at Gun Hill is over 2.5km drive away or 1.7km walk using rural lanes/footpaths, and not all 

have pavements/pedestrian refuges along them. 
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Site Code: ARL5 (Land adjoining Frederick Road) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.15HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site lies approximately 435m from St Michaels C of E church and Community centre and 405m from 

the bus stop and route of the 17/18 to Nuneaton (an approximately hourly service) and 735 to Coventry 

(a limited daily service). The Gun Hill infant school also lies just within reasonable walking distance at 

550m away, with the post office a little further at 626m, so the site is likely to have a significant positive 

effect. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within walking distance of Arley 

Community centre at St Michael’s church so will have a minor positive effect. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site does not lie within walking distance of any health facilities which are sited at Rectory Road. It 

does, adjoin the existing footpath PROW, M444, and is approximately 405m from the Recreation 

ground/open space adjoining St. Michaels church and Community centre so a minor positive effect is 

likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This is a small site below 5ha so will have a minor positive 

effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible (0). 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site lies reasonably close to the Fir Tree Inn pub, around 130m away, and is around 435m from St 

Michaels Church and Arley Community centre, which also has the Open space/Play area/Recreation 

ground alongside. The site also adjoins an existing public right of way leading to Dafferns Wood (a 

proposed Local Nature Reserve with public access) so a significant positive effect is considered likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.   

This is a relatively small greenfield site of 0.15ha so may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for impacts on 

archaeology and historic landscape. Therefore, the development of this site could have a negligible effect 

on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the 

specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.   
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

The site is within 140m of Dafferns Wood, a proposed Local Nature reserve, Local Wildlife site and 

Ancient Woodland so may have a significant negative effect. Other potential sites lie over 500m to 770m 

away at Gorse Spinney and allotments near Hill Top.  It is also noted that in its consultation response, 

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust referred to the presence of Daffern’s Wood and the fact that development 

should not compromise the objectives of the nature reserve. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. 

This is a greenfield site of 0.15ha’s so may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is not in Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land and is not and has not previously been in agricultural 

use so a negligible effect is likely in relation to soils. 

The site is within a principal or secondary aquifer, a groundwater source drift zone, a safeguarded 

surface water zone and within a groundwater vulnerability zone so there may be a minor negative effect 

in relation to hydrology.  There are no capacity issues at the local STW. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site is outside of any flood zone and so will have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible (0). 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. 

Site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (Brick clay/Sand and Gravel and Building Stone) and/or 

Minerals Consultation area which will have a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies approximately 405m from the bus stop and route of the 17/18 to Nuneaton (an 

approximately hourly service) and 735 to Coventry (a limited daily service). There is an existing PROW 

adjoining the site (M444) so the site may have a minor positive effect. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site of 0.15ha so will have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies approximately 405m from the bus stop and route of the 17/18 to Nuneaton (an 

approximately hourly service) and 735 to Coventry (a limited daily service). There is an existing PROW 

adjoining the site (M444) so the site may have a minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies just within 600m walking distance (550m) from Gun Hill Infant school so may have a minor 

positive effect. 

Site Code: ARL8 (Old garage site adj 148 Sycamore Crescent) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.06HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site lies approximately 580m from St Michaels C of E Church and Community centre and 175m from 

the bus stop and route of the 17/18 to Nuneaton and 735 to Coventry (a limited daily service). Gun Hill 

infant school is within reasonable walking distance at 350m away, with the post office a little closer at 

235m, so the site is likely to have a significant positive effect. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within walking distance of Arley 

Community centre at St Michael’s church so will have a minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site is not within reasonable walking distance of any health facilities.  It is around 300m from an 

existing footpath PROW, M341, that leads to Gorse Spinney and the adjoining recreation ground/open 

space (600m distance) and approximately 460m from the Recreation ground/open space adjoining St. 

Michaels church and Community centre. The Recreation ground near Hill Top adjoining Gorse Spinney is 

also around 540m walking distance up Gun Hill so a minor positive effect is likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This is a small site; of 0.06ha so will have a minor positive 

effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is around 580m from St Michaels Church and Arley Community centre, which also has the Open 

space/Play area/Recreation ground alongside. The site also is around 300m from the existing footpath 

PROW, PROW, M341, that leads to Gorse Spinney and the adjoining recreation ground/open space.  
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7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.   

This is a relatively small brownfield site of 0.06ha, so may have a negligible effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for impacts on 

archaeology and historic landscape. Therefore, the development of this site could have a negligible effect 

on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the 

specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.   

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

The site is within 100m of Gorse Spinney and Allotments, a potential Site of Importance for nature 

conservation and may have a minor negative effect. Other sites lie over 750m away at Daffern’s Wood, 

proposed Local Nature Reserve an area of ancient woodland.  It is also noted that in its consultation 

response, Natural England noted that this site is adjacent to fields south of Grove Quarry Local Wildlife 

Site and that any development here should ensure that the site is appropriately buffered.  
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. 

This is a brownfield site of 0.06ha so may have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is not Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land and is not and has not previously been in agricultural use 

therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to soils. 

The site is within a principal or secondary aquifer, a groundwater source drift zone, a safeguarded 

surface water zone and within a groundwater vulnerability zone therefore a minor negative effect is likely 

in relation to hydrology. There are no capacity issues at the local STW. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site is outside of any flood zone and so will have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. 

Site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (Brick clay/Sand and Gravel and Building Stone) and/or 

Minerals Consultation area so a minor negative effect is likely.  

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies approximately 175m from the bus stop and route of the 17/18 to Nuneaton (an 

approximately hourly service) and 735 to Coventry (a limited daily service). There is an existing PROW 

within 300m of the site (M341) so the site may have a minor positive effect. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small brownfield site of 0.06ha so may have a negligible effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 
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19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies approximately 175m from the bus stop and route of the 17/18 to Nuneaton (an 

approximately hourly service) and 735 to Coventry (a limited daily service). There is an existing PROW 

within 300m of the site (M341) so the site may have a minor positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The Gun Hill infant school also lies just within reasonable walking distance at 350m away, and Herbert 

Fowler Junior School (in Old Arley) is also programmed to combine with Gun Hill in a new extended 

school over coming years. So a minor positive effect is likely. 

Site Code: ARL9 (Land adj 72 Gun Hill) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.043HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

This site lies approximately 550m from St Michaels C of E Church and Community centre and 15m from 

the bus stop and route of the 17/18 to Nuneaton (an approximately hourly service) and 735 to Coventry 

(a limited daily service).  The Gun Hill infant school is within reasonable walking distance at 325m away, 

with the post office a little closer at 200m, so the site is likely to have a significant positive effect on this 

objective overall. 
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2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within walking distance of Arley 

Community centre at St Michael’s church so will have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site does not lie within reasonable walking distance of any health facilities (the GP and health centre 

at Gunn Hill is over 1.2km away and is programmed to relocate to Rectory Rd, which is further away).  It 

does, however, lie around 350m from the existing footpath PROW, M341, that leads to Gorse Spinney 

and the adjoining recreation ground/open space (350m distance) and approximately 435m from the 

Recreation ground/open space adjoining St. Michaels church and Community centre.  Allotments adjoin 

the site and the Recreation ground/playing fields near Hill Top (adjoining Gorse Spinney) are also around 

350m walking distance up Gun Hill.  Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This is a relatively small site of 0.043ha so will have a minor 

rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site lies is around 550m from St Michaels Church and Arley Community centre, which also has the 

Open space/Play area/Recreation ground alongside (435m away).  The site is also around 350m from the 

existing footpath PROW, PROW, M341, that leads to Gorse Spinney and the adjoining recreation 

ground/open space.  There are few other recreational and cultural facilities nearby although there are 

allotments adjoining the site so a minor positive effect is considered possible overall. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.   

This is a small primarily greenfield site of 0.043ha on ex-garden and parking areas (may have been 

allotments for adjoining Council housing), so may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development. Development here would have no 

impact on the historic landscape (area of early 20C housing) or upon any archaeological features. 

Therefore, the development of this site could have a negligible effect overall on this objective.  However, 

all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, 

which is not known until the planning application stage.  



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 455                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

The site is within 100m of Gorse Spinney and Allotments, a potential Site of Importance for nature 

conservation and may therefore have a significant negative effect. Other designated biodiversity sites lie 

over 680m away at Daffern’s Wood, proposed Local Nature Reserve and area of ancient woodland. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  This is a small primarily greenfield site of 0.043ha, so may have a minor negative effect 

on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? 

 

The site is not Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land and has not previously been in agricultural use; therefore 

a negligible effect is likely in relation to soil. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW.  However, the site is within a principal or secondary 

aquifer, a groundwater source drift zone, a safeguarded surface water zone and within a groundwater 

vulnerability zone; therefore a significant negative effect may occur in relation to hydrology.  
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and so is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. 

This site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (Brick clay/Sand and Gravel and Building Stone) 

and/or Minerals Consultation area so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective.  
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15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies approximately 15m from the bus stop and route of the 17/18 to Nuneaton (an approximately 

hourly service) and 735 to Coventry (a limited daily service).  However, there is no town centre within 

walking distance so the site may have a minor positive effect overall. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small primarily greenfield site of 0.043ha on ex-garden and parking areas (may have been 

allotments for adjoining Council housing), so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies approximately 155m from the bus stop and route of the 17/18 to Nuneaton (an 

approximately hourly service) and 735 to Coventry (a limited daily service).  However, there is no 

employment site allocation within walking distance so the site may have a minor positive effect overall. 
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20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The Gun Hill infant school lies just within reasonable walking distance at 325m away, and Herbert Fowler 

Junior School (in Old Arley) is also programmed to combine with Gun Hill in a new extended school over 

coming years.  Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely. 
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Kingsbury 

Site Code: KIN2 (Land adj 18 Chestnut Close) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.036 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The site lies within walking distance (600m) of a number of main bus routes/services including the 

115/116 and 764 (with a better than hourly service). The Post Office lies 500m away and the Methodist 

Church and Church Hall/Community centre lies 340m away.  The primary school lies around 580 to 600m 

away and the Secondary school a little closer at 430 away. Other community services and facilities lie 

over 700m away, nevertheless the site will have a significant positive effect.  

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The site lies around 340m walking distance of the Methodist Church and Community Hall so a minor 

positive effect is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ The site lies approximately 200m from the Recreation area/playing field and open space off Sycamore 

Road. There are routes to get access to footpaths and rights of way around the village about 550 to 

600m away. Health facilities (available at the Health Centre) are similarly around 560 to 580m away, 

although the surgery is over 700m away, and it is likely the site will have a significant positive effect on 

this objective. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is small (0.036ha) and will have a minor positive 

effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The site lies approximately 200m from the Sycamore Rd Recreation area/playing fields and also lies 

within walking distance (250m or less) of main bus routes/services including the 115/116 and 764 (with 

a better than hourly service). The Post office lies 500m walking distance away and other community 

facilities at the Methodist Church and Hall lie 350m away more from the site. The Co-Op is also only 

300m away. Open space and footpaths leading into the countryside from the village also lie around 550m 

or more away, linked to the site by pavement/pedestrian access. This site may have a significant positive 

effect on this objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- The site is a small greenfield site of 0.036 ha comprising Council open space/area so will have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development with regards to archaeology and the 

historic landscape. It is located within an area of post-1955 detached housing, 360 metres to the north of 

the medieval settlement core. Therefore, the development of this site could have a negligible effect 

overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the 

specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA 

noted that some mitigation may be achieved by a Watching Brief. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? The site lies between about 530m from the nearest Local Wildlife site/County Wildlife sites at Bodymoor 

Heath/Kingsbury Water Park and the Tame river. It is considered that the site may have a minor 

negative effect, given the small size of the site and the built development between the site and the 

wildlife areas which may reduce the impact. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- The site is a small greenfield site of 0.036 ha comprising Council open space/area so will have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 
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11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is not comprised of Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land and is not currently or previously in 

agricultural use therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to soils. 

No capacity issues identified. Site is within a primary and secondary aquifer so may have a minor 

negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- Site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (Sand and Gravel and Building Stone) and/or Minerals 

Consultation area and a minor negative effect is likely.  

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The site lies within 250m walking distance of a number of main bus routes/services including the 

115/116 and 764 (with a better than hourly service). Open space and footpaths leading into the 

countryside from the village also lie around 550m or more away, linked to the site by 

pavement/pedestrian access, but there are no nearby employment sites and the site is likely to have a 

minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- The site is a small greenfield site of 0.036 ha comprising Council open space/area so will have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The site lies within 250m walking distance of a number of main bus routes/services including the 

115/116 and 764 (with a better than hourly service), but there are no nearby employment sites and the 

site is likely to have a minor positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

++? The Kingsbury Primary school on Bromage Avenue lies just under 600m away and the Secondary school 

a little closer south off Tamworth Rd, 430m away. 
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Site Code: KIN4 (Garage site at Pear Tree Avenue) Allocated site  RESIDENTIAL 0.5HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The site lies within walking distance (300m) of a main bus stop and routes/services including the 

115/116 and 764 (with a better than hourly service). The Post Office and shops lie 250m away. The 

Methodist Church and Church Hall/Community centre lies 550m away but the C of E Church at St Peters 

and Paul’s is closer at 425m away.  The primary school lies over 870 m away but the Secondary school is 

within 525m walking distance away. Other community services and facilities, including the leisure centre, 

lie around 190m away, and the site will have a significant positive effect on this objective.  

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The site lies around 550m walking distance of the Methodist Church and ‘Welcome’ Community Hall so a 

minor positive effect is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ The site lies approximately 320m from the Recreation area/playing field and open space at the rear of 

the Social Club/Country Club off Tamworth Road but over 1km to Sycamore Road. However, the site is 

around 200m from the informal, natural open space/Linear Park to the south, proposed as a Local Nature 

reserve.  From the LNR there are routes to get access to footpaths and rights of way around the village 

about 250m away. Health facilities are close to the site including the GP Pear Tree Surgery at 100m 

away, the Health centre approximately 200m away and the Dentist in the shop parade about 250m 

away, it is therefore felt the site will have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is under 10ha (0.5ha) and will have a minor positive 

effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The site lies approximately 320m from the Recreation area/playing field and open space at the rear of 

the Social Club/Country Club off Tamworth Road but over 1km to Sycamore Road. However, the site is 

around 200m from the informal, natural open space/Linear Park to the south, proposed as a Local Nature 

reserve.  From the LNR there are routes to get access to footpaths and rights of way around the village 

about 250 m away. The site lies approximately 300 to 310m away from the Royal Oak pub and Wok Inn 

restaurant although the welcome Community hall and Methodist Church are around 550m away; it is 

therefore felt the site will have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 The site is a small brownfield site of 0.5 ha comprising Council garages and parking area so will have a 

negligible effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development with regards to archaeology, the historic 

landscape and the impact on views/settings of designated assets. There is a partial view of the site from 

the Church of St Peter and St Paul (Listed Building) located 300m away. Previous development here 

would have reduced the potential for medieval features to exist here. Therefore, the development of this 

site could have a negligible effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage 

uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the 

planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by a Watching Brief 

and Screening of the Listed Building. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? The site lies between about 500m from the nearest designated Local Wildlife site/County Wildlife sites at 

Bodymoor Heath/Kingsbury Water Park and the Tame river. However it is about 170m from the proposed 

LNR at Kingsbury Linear Park to the south. It is considered that the site may have a significant negative 

effect, although in view of the LNR’s “proposed designation” status and given the small size (0.5ha) of 

the site and the built development between the site and the wildlife areas which may reduce the impact, 

a minor negative effect is given. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ The site is a small brownfield site of 0.5ha comprising Council garages and parking area so will have a 

minor positive effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? The site is not Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land and is not currently or previously in agricultural use so a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to soils. 

The site does not have any capacity issues at the local STW.  The site lies within a primary/secondary 

aquifer zone which may have a significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect.  

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- Site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (Sand and Gravel and Building Stone) and/or Minerals 

Consultation area so a minor negative effect is likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The site lies around 300m walking distance of a number of main bus routes/services including the 

115/116 and 764 (with a better than hourly service) and close to the village centre and shops. Open 

space and footpaths leading into the countryside from the village also lie around 250m or more away, 

linked to the site by pavement/pedestrian access, but there are no nearby employment sites and the site 

is likely to have a minor positive effect. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 The site is a small brownfield site of 0.5 ha comprising Council garages and parking area so will have a 

negligible effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The site lies around 300m walking distance of a number of main bus stop/routes/services including the 

115/116 and 764 (with a better than hourly service), but there are no nearby employment sites and the 

site is likely to have a minor positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The Kingsbury Secondary School and Sports College, off Tamworth Road, lies around 520m the site and 

the Primary school much further north off Tamworth Rd, at over 875m away, which means the site 

should have only a minor positive effect. 
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Site Code: KIN5 (Site off Pear Tree Avenue) Allocated site  RESIDENTIAL 0.29 HA’S  

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The site lies within walking distance (200) of a main bus stop and routes/services including the 115/116 

and 764 (with a better than hourly service). The Post Office and shops lie 150m away. The Methodist 

Church and Church Hall/Community centre lies 400 to 425m away but the C of E Church at St Peters and 

Paul’s is closer at 300m away.  The primary school lies over 770 m away but the Secondary school is 

about 400m walking distance away. Other community services and facilities, including the leisure centre, 

lie close to the site (75m away), and the site will have a significant positive effect on this objective.  

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The site lies around 425m walking distance of the Methodist Church and ‘Welcome’ Community Hall so a 

minor positive effect is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ The site lies approximately 200m from the Recreation area/playing field and open space at the rear of 

the Social Club/Country Club off Tamworth Road but over 1km to Sycamore Road. However, the site is 

around 150m from the informal, natural open space/Linear Park to the south, proposed as a Local Nature 

reserve.  From the LNR there are routes to get access to footpaths and rights of way around the village 

about 200 m away. Health facilities are close to the site including the GP Pear Tree Surgery at 35m 

away, the Health centre approximately 75m away and the Dentist in the shop parade about 150m away, 

it is therefore likely that the site will have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is small (0.29ha) and will have a minor positive 

effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The site lies approximately 200m from the Recreation area/playing field and open space at the rear of 

the Social Club/Country Club off Tamworth Road but over 1km to Sycamore Road. However, the site is 

around 150m from the informal, natural open space/Linear Park to the south, proposed as a Local Nature 

reserve.  From the LNR there are routes to get access to footpaths and rights of way around the village 

about 200 m away. The site lies approximately 150 to 180m away from the Royal Oak pub and Wok Inn 

restaurant although the Welcome Community hall and Methodist Church are around 425m away; it is 

therefore likely that the site will have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- The site is a small (0.29ha) greenfield site, comprising Council informal open space area so will have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development with regards to archaeology, the historic 

landscape and the impact on views/settings of designated assets. There is a partial view of the site from 

the Church of St Peter and St Paul (Listed Building) located 300m away. Previous development here 

would have reduced the potential for medieval features to exist here. Therefore, the development of this 

site could have a negligible effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage 

uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the 

planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by a Watching Brief 

and Screening of the Listed Building. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? The site lies between about 470m from the nearest designated Local Wildlife site/County Wildlife sites at 

Bodymoor Heath/Kingsbury Water Park and the Tame river. However it is about 125m from the proposed 

LNR at Kingsbury Linear Park to the south. It is considered that the site may have a significant negative 

effect, although in view of the LNR’s “proposed designation” status and given the small size (0.047ha) of 

the site and the built development between the site and the wildlife areas which may reduce the impact, 

a minor negative effect is given. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- The site is a small greenfield site of 0.29ha comprising Council informal open space area so will have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? The site is not Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land and is not currently or previously in agricultural use and 

so a negligible effect is likely in relation to soils. 

The site does not have any capacity issues at the local STW.  The site lies within a primary/secondary 

aquifer zone which may have a significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- Site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (Sand and Gravel and Building Stone) and/or Minerals 

Consultation area resulting in a minor negative effect.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The site lies around 200m walking distance of a number of main bus stop and  routes/services including 

the 115/116 and 764 (with a better than hourly service) and close to the village centre and shops. Open 

space and footpaths leading into the countryside from the village also lie around 150m or more away, 

linked to the site by pavement/pedestrian access and the proposed LNR Linear Park, but there are no 

nearby employment sites and the site is likely to have a minor positive effect. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- The site is a small greenfield site of 0.29 ha comprising Council informal open space area so will have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The site lies around 200m walking distance of a number of main bus stop/routes/services including the 

115/116 and 764 (with a better than hourly service), but there are no nearby employment sites and the 

site is likely to have a minor positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The Kingsbury Secondary school and Sports College, off Tamworth Road, lies around 400m from the site 

and the Primary school much further north off Tamworth Rd, at over 775m away, which means the site is 

likely to have a minor positive effect. 
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Site Code: KIN7 (Garage site adjoining 53 Pear Tree Avenue) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.08 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The site lies within walking distance (250m) of a number of main bus stop and routes/services including 

the 115/116 and 764 (with a better than hourly service). The Post Office and shops lie 150m away. The 

Methodist Church and Church Hall/Welcome Community centre lies 380m to 400m away.  The Secondary 

School and Sports College is around 360 to 400m away. Other community services and facilities, 

including the leisure centre, lie around 300m away and St Peter and Paul’s C of E Church around 425m 

away. It is therefore considered the site will have a significant positive effect.  

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The site lies around 400m walking distance of the Methodist Church and Community Hall so a minor 

positive effect is considered likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ The site lies approximately 840m from the Recreation area/playing field and open space off Sycamore 

Road and 300 from the smaller one at the rear of the Social Club/Country Club and the Leisure Centre. 

There are routes to get access to footpaths and rights of way around the village about 320 m away via 

the Linear Park to the south. Health facilities (available at the Health Centre) are similarly around 200 to 

300m away (depending on direction of travel) although the Dentist in the shop parade is closer at 150m. 

The Doctors Surgery, also on Pear Tree Avenue, lies 200m away, and it is felt the site will have a 

significant positive effect on this objective. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is under 10ha (0.8ha) and will have a minor positive 

effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The site lies approximately 300m from the open space area at the rear of the Social Club/Country Club. 

The primary school adjoins the site with the Secondary school a further away at 420m away. Other 

community facilities at the Methodist Church and Methodist Hall/Community facility lie 340m away from 

the site and the Co-Op shop only 250m away and there is a pub/Chinese restaurant, the Wok Inn, 

around 540m away  so proximity of all these services/facilities may have a significant positive effect on 

this objective. Open space and footpaths leading into the countryside from the village also lie around 

225m or more away, linked to the site by pavement/pedestrian access.  

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 The site is a small brownfield site of 0.8ha comprising existing garaging and parking areas so will have a 

negligible effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development with regards to archaeology, the historic 

landscape and the impact on views/settings of designated assets. Previous development here would have 

reduced the potential for medieval features to exist here. Therefore, the development of this site could 

have a negligible effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they 

will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning 

application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by a Watching Brief and 

Screening of the Listed Building. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? The site lies between about 487m from the nearest Local Wildlife site/County Wildlife sites at Bodymoor 

Heath/Kingsbury Water Park and the Tame river. However it is about 285m (direct line) from the 

proposed LNR at Kingsbury Linear Park to the south. It is considered that the site may have a negative 

effect, although in view of the LNR’s “proposed designation” status and given the small size (0.8ha) of 

the site and the built development between the site and the wildlife areas which may reduce the impact, 

a minor negative effect is given. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ The site is a small brownfield site of 0.8ha comprising existing garaging and parking areas so will have a 

minor positive effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? The site is not Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land and is likely to have a negligible effect in relation to soils. 

The site is very close to a groundwater vulnerability zone and is within a primary/secondary aquifer zone 

which may have a significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- Site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (Sand and Gravel and Building Stone) and/or Minerals 

Consultation area resulting in a minor negative effect.  

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The site lies within 250m walking distance of a number of main bus routes/services including the 

115/116 and 764 (with a better than hourly service). Open space and footpaths leading into the 

countryside from the village also lie around 290m or more away, linked to the site by 

pavement/pedestrian access, but there are no nearby employment sites and the site is likely to have a 

minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 The site is a small brownfield site of 0.8ha comprising existing garaging and parking areas outside of any 

identified flooding zone so will have a negligible effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The site lies within 250m walking distance of a number of the main bus stop and routes/services 

including the 115/116 and 764 (with a better than hourly service), but there are no nearby employment 

sites and the site is likely to have a minor positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The Secondary School and Sports College is around 360 to 400m away but the Kingsbury Primary school 

on Bromage Avenue lies over 725m away and this means the site should have a minor positive effect. 

Site Code: KIN8 (Land RO/ Chestnut Close) Allocated site  RESIDENTIAL 0.06 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The site lies within walking distance of a main bus stop (140m) and routes/services including the 

115/116 and 764 (with a better than hourly service). The Post Office lies approximately 400m away 

within a parade of shops and the Methodist Church and Church Hall/Community centre lies 200m away.  

The primary school lies around 450 away and the Secondary school a little closer at 310 away. The site is 

considered to have a significant positive effect.  
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2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The site lies around 200m walking distance of the Methodist Church and Community Hall so a minor 

positive effect is considered appropriate. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ The site lies approximately 325m from the Recreation area/playing field and open space off Sycamore 

Road. There are routes to get access to footpaths and rights of way around the village about 400 to 

500m away. Health facilities (available at the Health Centre) are similarly around 435 away, although the 

Pear Tree surgery is over 600m away, it is felt the site will have a significant positive effect on this 

objective. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is small (0.6ha) and will have a minor positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The site lies approximately 325m from the Sycamore Rd Recreation area/playing fields. There is a 

Social/Country club with recreation area at the rear also about 450m away, close to the Wok In 

restaurant (405m away) and Royal Oak Pub (520m away). The Post office lies 400m walking distance 

away and other community facilities at the Methodist Church and Welcome Hall lie 200m away more from 

the site. The Co-Op is also only 135m away. Open space and footpaths leading into the countryside from 

the village also lie around 420m or more away, linked to the site by pavement/pedestrian access. This 

site is considered to have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- The site is a small greenfield site of 0.6 ha comprising Council open space/area so will have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 
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8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development with regards to archaeology and the 

historic landscape. It is located within an area of post-1955 terrace housing, 250 metres to the north of 

the medieval settlement core. Therefore, the development of this site could have a negligible effect 

overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the 

specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA 

noted that some mitigation may be achieved by a Watching Brief 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? The site lies between about 530m from the nearest Local Wildlife site/County Wildlife sites at Bodymoor 

Heath/Kingsbury Water Park and the Tame river. It is considered that the site may have a minor 

negative effect, given the small size (0.6ha) of the site and the built development between the site and 

the wildlife areas which may reduce the impact. The site is within 250m of a TPO but there is 

development between the TPO and the proposed site so no effect would be expected from the new 

development. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- The site is a small greenfield site of 0.6 ha comprising Council open space/area so will have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? The site is not Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land and is not currently or previously in agricultural use so a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to soils. 

The site does not have any capacity issues at the local STW.  The site lies within a primary/secondary 

aquifer zone which may have a significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- The Site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (Sand and Gravel and Building Stone) and/or 

Minerals Consultation area resulting in a minor negative effect.  

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The site lies within 140m walking distance of a number of main bus routes/services including the 

115/116 and 764 (with a better than hourly service). Open space and footpaths leading into the 

countryside from the village also lie around 420m or more away, linked to the site by 

pavement/pedestrian access, but there are no nearby employment sites and the site is likely to have a 

minor positive effect. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- The site is a small greenfield site of 0.6 ha comprising Council open space/area so will have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 
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17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The site lies within 140m walking distance of a number of main bus routes/services including the 

115/116 and 764 (with a better than hourly service), but there are no nearby employment sites and the 

site is likely to have a minor positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

++? The Kingsbury Primary school on Bromage Avenue lies around 450+m away and the Secondary school a 

little closer south off Tamworth Rd, 310m away. Other community services and facilities lie between 

300m and 600m and this means the site should have a significant positive effect. 
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Water Orton 

Site Code: WO4 (Land adj 12 Birmingham Road) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.09 HA’S 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ 

The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.     

The site lies within walking distance of St Peter and Pauls CofE Church, the Link Community Centre and 

the Methodist Church and Hall, the village/town centre shops and a number of main bus routes/services 

including the 90 and 757 (which are at least two hourly services).  It is also within walking distance of 

Water Orton railway Station, which provides links both east and west to Birmingham, Tamworth, 

Nuneaton and Leicester.  It is over 700m from the Water Orton Primary School; however a significant 

positive effect is still likely overall.  

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ 

The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The site lies within walking distance of St Peter and Pauls Church of England church, the Link multi-

functional Community Facility, the Methodist Church and Hall so will have a minor positive effect. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ 

Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site lies within walking distance from the Green (open space and children’s play areas), a Doctors 

Surgery (50m away) and dentist’s at Station buildings. Open space and footpaths leading into the 

countryside from the village lie around 300 to 400m away, linked to the site by pavement/pedestrian 

access. Satis House Medical Practice is in close walking distance (50m). There is therefore likely to be a 

significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 
+ 

All residential sites are expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of the 

proposed development, and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is small (under 1ha) and will therefore have a minor 

positive effect as it will accommodate a smaller number of new homes than a larger site would. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 

The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ 

The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site lies within walking distance of the Church of England Church, the Methodist Church and Hall, and 

it lies within walking distance from the Green (open space and children’s play areas). Open space and 

footpaths leading into the countryside from the village lie around 300 to 400m away, linked to the site by 

pavement/pedestrian access; therefore a significant positive effect on this objective is likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- 

As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.   

This site is partly on brownfield land and it is small in size (0.09 ha).  However, there is some open 

Greenfield land (which may be an old garden) area at the rear, so overall it will have a minor negative 

effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 0? 

The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development with a slight possible impact upon 

medieval archaeological features associated with the settlement with regards to archaeology. Therefore, 

the development of this site could have a negligible effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects 

are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not 

known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by a 

Watching Brief. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? 

Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

The site lies adjacent a potential wildlife site known as Warton Sidings and also a TPO over the road 

which may have a significant negative effect.  It is also noted that in its consultation response, 

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust referred to the proximity of the site to the Potential Local Wildlife Site and 

noted the need to ensure no adverse effect on that feature.  

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- 

Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. 

This site is partly on brownfield land and it is small in size (0.09 ha).  However, there is some open 

Greenfield land (which may be an old garden) area at the rear, so overall it will have a minor negative 

effect on this objective. 
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11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 0 

The land is not classed as Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land and is not currently or previously in 

agricultural use; therefore a negligible effect on this objective is likely in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW and the site does not contain any hydrological features; 

therefore a further negligible effect is likely in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

- 

While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

A small part of the site is within flood zone 2 resulting in a minor negative effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 

While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- 

While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. 

This site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area for Sand and 

gravel resulting in a minor negative effect.  
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15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

++ 

The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies within walking distance of the village centre and the railway station and is close to a number 

of main bus routes/services including the 90 and 757. These services are at least two hourly or better, so 

there is likely to be a significant positive effect on this objective. Links from the village to footpaths 

around are also closer than 600m.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 
- 

All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This site is partly on brownfield land but there is open greenfield land (which may be an old garden) at 

the rear.  The site is small in size (0.09 ha); therefore overall a minor negative effect on this objective is 

likely. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 0 

While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 

The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 
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19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ 

The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies within walking distance of the railway station, which provides links both east and west to 

Birmingham, Tamworth, Nuneaton and Leicester and is close to a number of main bus routes/services 

including the 90 and 757. These services are at least two hourly or better to Birmingham, Coleshill and 

Chelmsley Wood.  However, the site lies about 2km from the nearest current existing identified 

employment site along Station Road/Gorsey Lane/Roman Way so overall the site will have a minor 

positive effect.  

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 
-? 

The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies outside of walking distance from Water Orton Church of England primary school which is 

over 720m away, so residential development at this site may have a minor negative effect.  

Site Code: WO6 (Garage Site, Maud Road) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.12 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- 

The site lies within walking distance of a number of main bus routes/services including the 90 (which is 

at least two hourly service to Birmingham, Coleshill and Chelmsley Wood) and 757 to surrounding 

villages (Whitacres, Curdworth and Shustoke) but St Peter and Pauls Church of England Church, the Link 

Community facility and the Methodist Church and Hall all lie 1km or more from the site so development 

here is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective.  

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 

The site lies around 1km from the Link Community facility, the Methodist Church and Hall but is not 

within walking distance (600m) of any such facilities; therefore development here will have a negligible 

effect on this objective. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ 

The site lies within approximately 450m from the Parish Recreation area/bowling green/open space and 

play area, and the dentist on New Road (76 Dental) lies around 420m from the site. However, Satis 

Doctors Surgery and the dentists at Station buildings, and other open space at the Cricket Ground or 

Green all lie 750 to 1.2km away so development here will have a minor rather than significant positive 

effect on this objective. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 
+ 

All residential sites are expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of the 

proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is small (0.12ha) so it will have a minor positive 

effect as it will accommodate a small number of new homes than a larger site would. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 

The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. + 

The site lies within approximately 450m from the Parish Recreation area/bowling green/open space and 

play area. Open space and footpaths leading into the countryside from the village lie around 350m or 

more away, linked to the site by pavement/pedestrian access. St Peter and Paul’s C of E Church, the Link 

Community facility and the Methodist Church and Hall all lie 700m to 1km more from the site so overall 

development here is likely to have a minor rather than significant positive effect on this objective.  

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 
0 

As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.   

This is a small (0.12 ha) brownfield site comprising Council garaging area so will have a negligible effect 

on this objective. 
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8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 0? 

The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for possible 

impact upon archaeological features as the area has already been extensively disturbed and the impact 

on the historic landscape would also be low as the site is located within an early 20th century 

development.  Therefore, the development of this site could have a negligible effect overall on this 

objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific 

design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.  

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? 

Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

The site lies approximately 100m from the nearest County Wildlife site and Site of Importance for Nature 

Conservation at Water Orton Marsh. The River Tame and other sites are 1km or more away.  Overall the 

site may have a significant negative effect, although the small size of the site and the built development 

between the site and the wildlife areas may reduce the impact. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ 

Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. 

This is a small (0.12ha) brownfield site comprising Council garaging area so will have a minor positive 

impact on this objective. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 489                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 0/--? 

The site is not classed as Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land and is not currently or previously in 

agricultural use resulting in a negligible effect. 

There are no known capacity issues at the local STW.  The site is within a primary/secondary aquifer and 

also a groundwater vulnerability zone so there may be a significant negative effect in relation to 

hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 

While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 

While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 
- 

This site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area for sand and 

gravel; therefore a minor negative effect is likely.  
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15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ 

The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies within walking distance (250m) of a number of main bus routes/services including the 90 

(which is at least two hourly service to Birmingham, Coleshill and Chelmsley Wood) and 757 to 

surrounding villages (Whitacres, Curdworth and Shustoke) but the railway station and nearest town 

centre at Coleshill all lie 1km or more from the site, so the site may have a minor positive effect on this 

objective.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 0 

All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small (0.12ha) brownfield site comprising Council garaging area so will have a negligible effect 

on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 0 

While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 

The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. + 

The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies within walking distance (250m) of the main bus routes/services including the 90 and 757. 

These services are at least two hourly or better.  However, the site lies about 1km from the nearest 

existing identified employment site along Station Road/Gorsey Lane/Roman Way so overall there is likely 

to be a minor positive effect.  
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20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? 

The site lies approximately 1.5km from the nearest school (Water Orton Church of England primary 

school) so development here may have a minor negative effect on this objective.  

Site Code: WO8 (Garage Site, off St Georges Road) Allocated site  RESIDENTIAL 0.08 ha’s  

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- 

The site lies within walking distance of a number of main bus routes/services including the 90 (which is 

at least two hourly service to Birmingham, Coleshill and Chelmsley Wood) and 757 to surrounding 

villages (Whitacres, Curdworth and Shustoke) but St Peter and Pauls Church of England Church, the Link 

Community facility and the Methodist Church and Hall all lie 700m or more from the site so overall 

development here may have a minor negative effect on this objective.  

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 

The site lies more than 700m from the Link Community facility, the Methodist Church and Hall so a 

negligible effect is considered appropriate. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ 

The site lies within approximately 350m of the Parish Recreation area/bowling green/open space and play 

area, and the dentist on New Road (76 Dental) lies around 420m from the site. However, Satis Doctors 

Surgery and the dentists at Station buildings, and other open space at the Cricket Ground or Green all lie 

750 to 1km away. Overall the site will have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 
+ 

All residential sites are expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of the 

proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is small (0.08ha) and so will have a minor positive 

effect as it will accommodate a smaller number of new homes than a larger site would. 
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5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 

The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. + 

The site lies approximately 350m from the Parish Recreation area/bowling green/open space and play 

area. Open space and footpaths leading into the countryside from the village lie around 350m or more 

away, linked to the site by pavement/pedestrian access.  However, St Peter and Paul’s Church of England 

Church, the Link Community facility and the Methodist Church and Hall all lie outside of walking distance 

from the site so overall the site may have a minor positive effect on this objective.  

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 
0 

As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.   

This is a small (0.08ha) brownfield site comprising Council garaging and parking area so will have a 

negligible effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 0? 

The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for possible 

impact upon archaeological features as the area has already been extensively disturbed and the impact 

on the historic landscape would also be low as the site is located within post 1955 development.  

Therefore, the development of this site could have a negligible effect overall on this objective.  However, 

all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, 

which is not known until the planning application stage. 
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9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? 

Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

The site lies approximately 300m from the nearest County Wildlife sites and Site of Importance for 

Nature Conservation at Water Orton Marsh. The River Tame and Coleshill Sewage Works SINC are 

between 550m and 1km away so the site may have a minor negative effect, although the small size of 

the site and the built development between the site and the wildlife areas may reduce the impact. The 

site lies within 60m of a group of trees with TPOs but there is development between the site and TPO so 

no effect would be expected from the new development. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ 

Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. 

This is a small (0.08ha) brownfield site comprising Council garaging and parking area so will have a 

minor positive impact on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 0/--? 

The site is not Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land and is not currently or previously in agricultural use which 

will have a negligible effect. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW but the site lies within both a primary/secondary aquifer 

and a groundwater vulnerability zone which may have a significant negative effect in relation to 

hydrology. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 

While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 

While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- 

While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. 

This site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation (sand and gravel) and 

so will have a negligible effect.  
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15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ 

The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies within walking distance (100m) of a number of main bus routes/services including the 90 

and 757 (which are at least two hourly services to Birmingham, Chelmsley Wood and Coleshill); however 

the railway station and town centre at Coleshill all lie 1km or more from the site, so the site may have a 

minor positive effect on this objective overall.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 0 

All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small (0.08ha) brownfield site comprising Council garaging and parking area so development 

here will have a negligible effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 0 

While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 

The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 
+ 

The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies within walking distance (100m) of the main bus routes/services including the 90 and 757. 

These services are at least two hourly or better to Birmingham and Coleshill, so likely to have a positive 

effect. However, the site lies about 1.5km from the nearest existing identified employment site along 

Station Road/Gorsey Lane/Roman Way so overall the site is considered likely to have a minor rather than 

a significant positive effect.  
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20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? 

The site lies approximately 925m from the nearest school (Water Orton Church of England primary 

school) so development here may have a minor negative effect.  

Site Code: WO9 (Land adj Dog Inn, including 50 Marsh Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.13 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.   

The site lies within walking distance of St Peter and Paul’s C of E church and the Methodist Church and 

Hall, the village/town centre shops and a number of main bus routes/services including the 90 and 757 

(which are at least two hourly services) also Water Orton railway Station with links east and west to 

Birmingham, Tamworth, Nuneaton and Leicester.  

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The site lies within walking distance of St Peter and Paul’s C of E church, the Link Community facility, the 

Methodist Church and Hall so a minor positive effect is considered appropriate. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

Satis Doctors Surgery and dentists at Station buildings, open space and footpaths leading into the 

countryside from the village lie around 250 to 300m away, linked to the site by pavement/pedestrian 

access. The site also lies approximately 700m from the Town Recreation area/cricket ground, “the Green” 

open space and play area, but there is limited open space within the Conservation Area nearby and along 

the River Tame, 260 to 270m away. There is likely to be a significant positive effect. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is under 1ha and will have a minor positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site lies within walking distance of the C of E Church, the Link community facility and the Methodist 

Church and Hall. Open space and footpaths leading into the countryside from the village lie around 250 

to 300m away, linked to the site by pavement/pedestrian access.  The Dog Inn pub is also nearby 

although part of the site has planning consent for redevelopment (the Dog Inn pub site could 

contribute/combine with this proposed residential site for a more efficient/viable development). 
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7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.   

Part brownfield, part Greenfield site of 0.13 ha , comprising an existing house which is currently vacant, 

large garden (Green field) and parking area so will have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

possible impact upon the medieval archaeological features within the settlement core (including village 

core and remains of post-medieval animal pound) and low impact on the historic landscape (located 

within post 1955 development).  Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative 

effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced 

by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the 

HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by a watching brief. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

The site lies between 200 and 400m of the nearest County Wildlife sites (Sites of Importance for Nature 

Conservation) at Water Orton Marsh and the River Tame so the site may have a significant negative 

effect, although the small size of the site and built development between the site and the wildlife areas 

may reduce the impact. The site lies within 150m of a TPO but there is built development in between so 

there is likely to be no effect. 
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

0 Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. 

Part brownfield, part Greenfield site of 0.13 ha, house, garden and parking area so will have a negligible 

effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? This site is not classed as Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land and is not currently or previously in 

agricultural use. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW but the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability and a 

primary/secondary aquifer so there may be a significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

-? While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

A small part of the site is within flood zone 2 resulting in a minor negative effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. 

Site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area for Sand and Gravel.  

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

++ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site lies within walking distance of the village centre, the railway station and close to a number of 

main bus routes/services including the 90 and 757. These services are at least two hourly or better, so 

likely to have a significant positive effect. Links from the village to footpaths around are closer than 

600m also. Employment sites lie approximately 2km away at Gorsey Lane/Station Rd industrial estate. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

Part brownfield site, part Greenfield of 0.13 ha’s, house, garden and parking area so will have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 
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19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site lies within walking distance of the village centre, the railway station and close to a number of 

main bus routes/services including the 90 and 757. These services are at least two hourly or better, so 

likely to have a minor positive effect. Site lies about 2km from the current existing identified employment 

site along Station Road/Gorsey Lane/Roman Way.  

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site lies approximately 850m from Water Orton C of E primary school so may have a minor negative 

effect. Other schools lie outside the village. 
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Ansley 

Site Code: ANS1 (Paddock at Village Farm) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL  0.88ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ 

The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is within 150m of the local Village Hall and there is a frequent hourly bus route, No 17/18 that 

passes through Birmingham Road.  There are no schools within the village of Ansley and children attend 

schools in Arley, Galley Common, Hartshill or Nuneaton.  The nearest convenience store/post office is 

450m away. There is likely to be minor positive effect on this objective.  

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ 

The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 150m of the Village Hall 

which is available for hire and stages community events. There is likely to be a minor positive effect on 

this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness + 

Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is an open space fitted with play equipment within 

600m of the site.  There are also a number of public footpaths (including the AE142, AE146 and AE147) 

that are in close proximity to the site. There are no healthcare facilities within walking distance. There is 

likely to be a minor positive effect. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 
+ 

The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.88ha) and will therefore have a 

minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 

The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ 

The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 250m of The Boot Inn Public House and within easy walking distance of a series of 

public footpaths.  The Ansley Social Club is around 500m away and there is also a playing field within 

600m of the site. The site is within 150m of the local Village Hall. There is likely to be a significant 

positive effect. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. - 

As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site greenfield; however it is small (0.88ha) and so it 

may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. --? 

The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site lies partly within an area of medium to high sensitivity to development in 

relation to the potential for impacts on archaeology and historic landscape and the possible impact on 

medieval archaeological features associated with the historic core.  Therefore, the development of this 

site could have a significant negative effect on this objective on at least part of the site.  However, all 

effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, 

which is not known until the planning application stage.   
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? 

Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 700m of a RIGS Site, 

known as Arley Tunnel Cutting (West), which also partly covers a Site of Importance for Nature 

Conservation.  There may be a minor negative effect on this objective although there is already 

development between the site and the RIGs and SINC site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- 

Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.88ha) sites and on greenfield land and is so likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 
--? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (it is currently rough pasture land) which may have a minor 

negative effect in relation to soil. 

The site lies within a drinking water protected area and a safeguarded surface water zone. The site also 

lies within a zone for principal or secondary aquifers. The site lies within a groundwater source drift zone 

and a groundwater vulnerability zone. Additional capacity will be required at Nuneaton- Hartshill STW in 

order to accommodate future development giving the site an overall significant negative effect in relation 

to hydrology. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 506                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 

While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site is outside of any flood zone and so will have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 

While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- 

While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area for Brick Clay and Deep Coal (See fig A16 - British 

Geological Survey (BGS) map of Warwickshire County Council's Mineral Safeguarding Areas (MSAs), 

which will have a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 
+ 

The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus routes and footpaths) to Nuneaton and Hartshill, No 17/18, although not a town centre, and is 

therefore likely to have a minor positive effect. 

 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- 

All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. This is a small 0.88ha Greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 0 

While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 

The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ 

The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent hourly bus service/route to 

Nuneaton and Hartshill, , although not within walking distance of an Allocated Employment site in the 

Site Allocations Plan, and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? 

The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

over 600m away from the nearest schools and so may have a minor negative effect. 
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Site Code: ANS4 (RO/ Church, Birmingham Road) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 1.46ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is adjacent the local Village Church Hall.  There is a frequent hourly bus route, No 17/18 that 

passes through Birmingham Road.  There are no schools within the village of Ansley and children attend 

schools in Arley, Galley Common, Hartshill or Nuneaton.  The nearest convenience store/post office is 

400m away. There is likely to be a minor positive effect. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The site is adjacent the Village Hall which is available for hire and stages community events. There is 

likely to be a minor positive effect.  

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

There is an open space fitted with play equipment within 600m of the site.  There are also a number of 

public footpaths (including the AE142, AE146 and AE147) that are in close proximity to the site. There 

are no healthcare facilities within walking distance. There is likely to be a minor positive effect. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small at 1.46ha and will have a minor 

positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 250m of The Boot Public House, 400m of Ansley Social Club and within easy walking 

distance of a series of public footpaths.  There is also a playing field within 600m of the site. The site is 

adjacent the local Village Hall and there is likely to be a significant positive effect on this objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is relatively small at 1.46ha and a Greenfield site 

and so it may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

impacts on archaeology, in particular impacts on medieval archaeological features associated with the 

settlement core, and historic landscape in particular in relation to the field systems to the north east of 

the village. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this objective (-

?).However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage, and the HEA indicates that 

mitigation may be possible through Archaeological Trail Trenching.  For this site an assessment of the 

significance of the key heritage assets, namely the 1822 providence Chapel and the appropriate design 

response will be necessary at the planning application stage.  It is also noted that English Heritage 

commented on the proximity of this site to the chapel and questioned whether development is able to 

adequately respect the setting. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

The site is within 600m of a RIGS Site, known as Arley Tunnel Cutting (West), which also partly covers a 

Site of Importance for Nature Conservation.  There may therefore be a minor negative effect on this 

objective.  It is also noted that, in its consultation response, Warwickshire Wildlife Trust noted that this 

site supports a pond and several hedgerows. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (1.46ha) sites and on greenfield land and is likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land.  It is currently rough pasture land. There is likely to be a minor 

negative effect on this objective in relation to soil. 

The site lies within a safeguarded surface water zone, a zone for principal or secondary aquifers. The site 

also lies within a groundwater source drift zone and a groundwater vulnerability zone. Additional capacity 

will be required at the local STW in order to accommodate future development which may have an 

overall significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site is outside of any flood zone and so will have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area for Brick Clay and Deep Coal which will have a minor 

negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) but not within walking distance of a town centre and is therefore likely to have a 

minor positive effect. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials.  

This is a small Greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but is not within 

walking distance of an allocated employment site in the Site Allocations Plan. There is likely to be a minor 

positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

over 600m away from the nearest schools and so may have a minor negative effect. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 513                June 2014 

Site Code: ANS2 (Land RO St Lawrence Road) Reasonable Alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 5.17ha  

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

There is a frequent bus route that passes through Birmingham Road which is 163m away.  There are no 

schools within the village of Ansley and children attend schools in Arley, Galley Common, Hartshill or 

Nuneaton, but the western edge of the site is 375m away from the Village/Church Hall which stages 

community events.  The convenience store/post office is just about 100m away.  There is likely to be an 

overall minor positive effect on this objective. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The western edge of the site is 375m away 

from the Village/Church Hall which is available for hire and stages community events, although it is noted 

that much of the site lies more than 600m from the Hall.  There is therefore likely to be a minor positive 

effect. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

There is an open space fitted with play equipment within 200m of the site and the site adjoins the 

allotment gardens.  There are also a number of public footpaths (including the AE138, AE142 and AE144) 

that are in close proximity to the site.  However, there are no healthcare facilities/services within walking 

distance of the site. There is therefore likely to be an overall minor positive effect on this objective. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This site is relatively large at 5.17ha and so will have a 

significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

This site is within 250m of The Lord Nelson Public House, 70m from Ansley Social club and within easy 

walking distance of a series of public footpaths, AE138 and 140.  There is also a playing field within 200m 

of the site and the allotment gardens immediately adjoining.  The Village/Church Hall is around 375m 

away and the Boot Inn pub and nearby fish and chip shop closer at 270m.  There is a frequent hourly bus 

route No. 17/18 that passes through Birmingham Road and along Tunnel Road, within 50m of the site.  

There is therefore likely to be significant positive effect on this objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

--? As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.   

The site is relatively large (5.17 ha) and a greenfield site and so it may have a significant negative effect 

on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

impacts on archaeology and historic landscape on relatively undisturbed fields. Therefore, the 

development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this objective.  However, all effects are at 

this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known 

until the planning application stage.   
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

The site is within 250m of a RIGS Site, known as Arley Tunnel Cutting (West), which also partly covers a 

Site of Importance for Nature Conservation and there are TPO’s within the site.  There may therefore be 

a significant negative effect on this objective although there is already development between the site and 

the RIGs and SINC site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  This site is fairly large (5.17ha) and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

significant negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land).  There is therefore likely to be a 

minor negative effect on this objective in relation to soils. 

The site lies within a zone for principal or secondary aquifers, a groundwater source drift zone and a 

groundwater vulnerability zone.  Additional capacity will be required at the local STW in order to 

accommodate future development which may have an overall significant negative effect in relation to 

hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site is outside of any flood zone and so will have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area for Brick Clay and Deep Coal and so will have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site is within 100m of a public transport route, No 17/18 hourly service to Hartshill and Nuneaton 

(bus and footpaths) but is not within walking distance of a town centre and is therefore likely to have an 

overall minor positive effect. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials.  

This is a small (5.17ha) greenfield site and so will have a significant negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

This site is within 600m of a frequent hourly bus service/route but is not within walking distance of any 

allocated employment site in the Site Allocations Plan and is therefore likely to have a minor positive 

effect overall. 
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20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site is over 600m away from the nearest schools and so may have a minor negative effect. 

Site Code: ANS2A (Land off Nuthurst Crescent) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.15ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

There is a frequent bus route No 17/18 that passes through Birmingham Road which is 163m away.  

There are no schools within the village of Ansley and children attend schools in Arley, Galley Common, 

Hartshill or Nuneaton.  The nearest convenience store/post office is just over 330m away. There is no 

community centre, church or school within walking distance.  There is likely to be a negligible effect on 

this objective. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is over 600m away from the Village 

Hall which is available for hire and stages community events. There is likely to be a negligible effect on 

this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

There is an open space fitted with play equipment within 200m of the site.  There are also a number of 

public footpaths (including the AE138, AE142 and AE144) that are in close proximity to the site. There 

are no healthcare facilities/services within walking distance of the site. There is likely to be a minor 

positive effect. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small at 0.15ha and will have a minor 

positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 250m of The Lord Nelson Public House and within easy walking distance of a series of 

public footpaths.  There is also a playing field within 200m of the site which is likely to result in a 

significant positive effect. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 520                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

-? As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.   

The site is relatively small at 0.15ha ha and a Greenfield site and so it may have a minor negative effect 

on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for impacts on 

archaeology and historic landscape. Therefore, the development of this site could have a negligible effect 

on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the 

specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.   

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  

 The site is within 250m of a RIGS Site, known as Arley Tunnel Cutting (West), which also partly covers a 

Site of Importance for Nature Conservation.  There may be a significant negative effect on this objective 

although there is already development between the site and the Rigs and SINC site. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is relatively small at 0.15ha and on greenfield land and is likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land.  It is currently rough pasture land. There is likely to be a minor 

negative effect on this objective in relation to soil. 

The site lies within a zone for principal or secondary aquifers, a groundwater source drift zone and a 

groundwater vulnerability zone. Additional capacity will be required at the local STW in order to 

accommodate future development which may have an overall significant negative effect in relation to 

hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site is outside of any flood zone and so will have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area for Brick Clay and Deep Coal which will have a 

minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  .  The site is within 150m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) but not within walking distance of a town centre and is therefore likely to have a 

minor positive effect. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials.  

This is a small Greenfield site of 0.15ha and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 
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19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site is within 150m of a frequent hourly bus service/route no 17/18 but is not within walking distance 

of any Allocated Employment site in the Site Allocations Plan and is therefore likely to have a minor 

positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site is over 600m away from the nearest schools and so may have a negative effect. 

Site Code: ANS2B (Additional land off Nuthurst Crescent) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.5ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

There is a frequent bus route that passes through Birmingham Road which is 163m away.  There are no 

schools within the village of Ansley and children attend schools in Arley, Galley Common, Hartshill or 

Nuneaton.  The nearest convenience store and post office is just over 330m away. There is no 

community centre, church or school within walking distance.  There is likely to be a negligible effect on 

this objective. 
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2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The site is over 600m away from the Village Hall which is available for hire and stages community 

events. There is likely to be a negligible effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

There is an open space fitted with play equipment within 200m of the site.  There are also a number of 

public footpaths (including the AE138, AE142 and AE144) that are in close proximity to the site. There 

are no healthcare facilities/services within walking distance of the site. There is likely to be a minor 

positive effect. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small at 0.5ha and will have a minor 

positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 250m of The Lord Nelson Public House, 450m from Ansley Social club and within easy 

walking distance of a series of public footpaths, AE138 and 140.  There is also a playing field, children’s 

equipped play area and allotments within 200m of the site.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

_ As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.5ha and a Greenfield site and so it may have 

a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for impacts on 

archaeology and historic landscape. Therefore, the development of this site could have a negligible effect 

on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the 

specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.   

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 250m of a RIGS Site, 

known as Arley Tunnel Cutting (West), which also partly covers a Site of Importance for Nature 

Conservation.  There may be a significant negative effect on this objective although there is already 

development between the site and the Rigs and SINC site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is  relatively small (0.5ha) and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 
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11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land.  It is currently rough pasture land. There is likely to be a minor 

negative effect on this objective in relation to soil. 

The site lies within a zone for principal or secondary aquifers, a groundwater source drift zone and a 

groundwater vulnerability zone. Additional capacity will be required at the local STW in order to 

accommodate future development, which may have an overall significant negative effect in relation to 

hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS. Inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site is outside of any flood zone and so will have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area for Brick Clay and Deep Coal which will have a minor 

negative effect. 
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15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) but not within walking distance of a town centre and is therefore likely to have a 

minor positive effect. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. This is a small Greenfield site of 0.5ha and so will have a minor negative effect 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent hourly bus service/route but is not 

within walking distance of any Allocated Employment site in the Site Allocations Plan and is therefore 

likely to have a minor positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

over 600m away from the nearest schools and so may have a negative effect. 
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Site Code: PS152 (Land RO 53 St Lawrence Road, Ansley) Reasonable alternative site option Residential 0.01 ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 
+ 

The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is 425m away from the local Village Church Hall.  There is a frequent hourly bus route, No 17/18 

that passes through Birmingham Road (within 300m).  The nearest convenience store/post office is 470m 

away. There is likely to be a minor positive effect. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ 

The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The site is within 425m of the Village Hall which is available for hire and stages community events. There 

is likely to be a minor positive effect. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness + 

Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

There is an open space fitted with play equipment within 400m of the site.  There are also a number of 

public footpaths (including the AE142, AE146 and AE147) that are in close proximity to the site. There 

are no healthcare facilities within walking distance. There is likely to be a minor positive effect overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 
+ 

All of the potential residential sites are expected to have positive effects on this objective, due to the 

nature of the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity 

with Core Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The site is small (0.01 ha) and so will have a minor rather than significant positive effect. 
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5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 

The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ 

The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 280m of The Boot Public House, 380m of Ansley Social Club and within easy walking 

distance of a series of public footpaths.  There is also a playing field within 400m of the site. The site is 

adjacent the local Village Hall and there is likely to be a significant positive effect on this objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. - 

As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations.  Where development will take place on greenfield land, the character of the local 

environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more prominent impact than 

smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new development and the 

quality of the landscape. 

The site is greenfield and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 0? 

The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for impacts on 

archaeology and historic landscape with some potential for as yet unrecorded features despite 

disturbance created during housing construction. Therefore, the development of this site could have a 

negligible effect on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be 

influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application 

stage.   
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? 

Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

The site is within 480m of a RIGS Site, known as Arley Tunnel Cutting (West), which also partly covers a 

Site of Importance for Nature Conservation.  There may be a minor negative effect on this objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- 

Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  Whether or not sites are on brownfield land is included in the Council’s Site Assessment 

Form and can also be judged from the OS base map.  

This is a relatively small site on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on 

this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 0/--? 

The site is not on grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a negligible effect in relation to soil. 

However, additional capacity may be required at the local STW in order to accommodate future 

development.  The site also lies within a groundwater vulnerability, primary/secondary aquifer and 

groundwater source drift zone which may have a significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 

While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 

While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- 

While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area for Brick Clay and Deep Coal which will have a minor 

negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. + 

The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) but not within walking distance of a town centre and is therefore likely to have a 

minor positive effect. 
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16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 
- 

Any new housing development will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size and can therefore accommodate a higher number of 

new households.  However, new developments may offer good opportunities for incorporating sustainable 

waste management practices, and where housing development is proposed on brownfield land, there 

may be good opportunities for using existing buildings and materials. The site is small and greenfield and 

is likely to have a minor negative effect 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 0 

While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, this will not be determined by the location of housing developments.  

Therefore, the effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 

 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ 

The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but is not within 

walking distance of an allocated employment site in the Site Allocations Plan.  There is therefore likely to 

be a minor positive effect overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? 

The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

over 600m away from the nearest schools and so may have a minor negative effect. 
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Austrey 

Site Code: AUS14 (Land between Main Road and Crisp Farm, Church Lane – formerly AUS1b, 7 & PS143) Allocated site MIXED USE OPEN 
SPACE/RESIDENTIAL 2.40ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where mixed use (housing and open space) sites are within 

walking distance (600m) of community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) 

will be more easily able to access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as 

they will enable residents to reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on 

the use of private cars. 

This site is within 350m of the local convenience store which also houses a Post Office.  There is a bus 

route just over 50m away and there is a frequent service, which operates to Atherstone (785) and 

Tamworth.  The site is also within 600m of the St Nicholas Church and village hall and within 200m of the 

Baptist Church.  Austrey COE Primary School is within 350m of the site.  A significant positive effect is 

therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of mixed use (housing and open space) sites will not have a significant effect on this 

objective; however where there are community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be 

easier for community and voluntary groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  This site is 

over 600m away from the Village Hall, therefore a negligible effect is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ The provision of open space alongside housing as part of a mixed-use development will have at least a 

minor positive effect in relation to health as this will enable residents there to easily engage in active 

outdoor activities.  Mixed-use sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and 

facilities will ensure that residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to footpaths and 

cycle routes may further encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys 

on foot or by bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

There are no doctor’s surgeries within Austrey with people having to travel to either Polesworth or 

Measham (outside the Borough) to access health facilities.  However, there are a number of footpaths 

very close to the site which include T144, T146, T171 and T149.  There is a designated area of open 

space under 50m away and open space will also be provided as part of the proposal.  A minor positive 

effect is therefore likely overall. 
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4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++? The potential mixed use (housing and open space) site is expected to have a positive effect on this 

objective, due to the nature of the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development 

will be in conformity with Core Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small 

(2.40ha): however it is large enough to deliver all of the affordable housing requirement for Austrey 

which would have a significant positive effect.  However, there is some uncertainty attached as it is not 

known what proportion of the site would be used for housing and how much would comprise open space. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The provision of open space alongside housing as part of a mixed-use development will have at least a 

minor positive effect in relation to this objective as this will enable residents there to easily engage in 

active outdoor recreation.  However, proximity to other existing recreational and cultural assets will also 

influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 500m of the Bird in The Hand Public House.  There are a number of footpaths within 

easy access of the site and a designated open space is just under 50m away as well as a range of 

facilities listed in objective 1.  A significant positive effect is therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character.  

-/+? This site is 2.40ha and a greenfield sit; therefore it may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

However the provision of open space as part of the proposal will have a minor positive effect, as this will 

help to enhance the character and appearance of the site.  The overall effect is therefore expected to be 

mixed. 
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8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-/+? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

impact on archaeology, impact on the settings of designated assets, impact on views from designated 

assets and the impact on the historic landscape. Therefore, the development of this site could have a 

minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, the open space component of the proposal 

could have a minor positive effect on this objective. The overall effect is therefore likely to be mixed. 

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some 

mitigation may be achieved by sympathetic development to the character of the area. For this site an 

assessment of the significance of the key heritage assets and the appropriate design response will be 

necessary at the planning application stage.   

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--?/0 Mixed use (housing and open space) sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local 

designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, 

e.g. through habitat damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased 

recreation pressure etc.  Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if 

housing developments include green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites 

provides an indication of the potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation 

may avoid adverse effects and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on 

biodiversity present on each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential 

development sites cannot be determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined 

once more specific proposals are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is 

not within 1km of any designated biodiversity or geodiversity site; however there are TPOs within the 

site which may have a significant negative effect.  At the same time, however, the provision of open 

space within the site may have a minor positive effect as including open space within the development 

means that there may be potential for habitat creation and improved connectivity. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The site is small (2.40 ha) and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-/+? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land); therefore a minor negative effect 

is likely in relation to soils.   

There is capacity at the local STW to accommodate further development.  However, part of the site is 

within a ground water vulnerability zone which may have a further minor negative effect in relation to 

hydrology. 

However, the provision of open space as part of the mixed use development could also help to preserve 

that land, therefore a mixed effect would be likely overall.   

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0/+ While new housing development (as part of a mixed use site) will inevitably lead to an increase in 

greenhouse gas emissions (both through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic 

associated with population growth), the location of individual development sites will not have a direct 

effect on the causes of climate change.  These factors would be influenced more by the specific design 

and construction methods used, and whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the 

housing development, which will not be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect in relation to flood risk.  

However, as the site will also include open space, which may have a positive effect on increasing rates of 

infiltration and reducing the risk of flooding, a minor positive effect is also likely, leading to mixed effects 

overall. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new development 

may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is assumed that new 

houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy NW9: Energy 

Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new development on efficient energy 

consumption will not be determined by its location; therefore the effect of all of the proposed mixed use 

sites on this SA objective will be negligible.   
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new mixed use (residential and open space) development is likely to increase consumption of 

natural resources through construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of 

potential development is not expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending 

more on the energy efficiency of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  

However, development within Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the 

Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of 

resources in the Borough.  

This site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (sand and gravel and building stone) and a minor 

negative effect is therefore likely. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+/- The proximity of the mixed use sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The location of areas of open space would not 

affect this objective. 

The site is within 600m of a public transport link (bus and footpaths) but not a town centre and is 

therefore likely to have a minor positive effect.  However, the detailed proposal for this site includes the 

provision of car parking which may encourage/facilitate car use, therefore a mixed effect is likely overall. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the location, 

particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good opportunities for 

incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where development is proposed on 

brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings and materials.  The location 

of areas of open space would not affect this objective. 

This is a small greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new development in the Borough, this will not be determined by the location of developments.  The 

provision of open space alongside housing developments as part of a mixed use site also would not affect 

this objective.  Therefore, the effects of all mixed-use sites on this objective will be negligible. 
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18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of mixed-use (housing and open space) sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the 

local economy.  While housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered 

separately under SA objective 19 below.  Therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ While the location of mixed use (residential and open space) sites will not influence the number of 

employment opportunities in the Borough, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and 

public transport links can affect people’s ability to access jobs.   The provision of open space alongside 

housing developments as part of a mixed use site also would not affect this objective.   

The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an employment site allocation, therefore 

a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development (as part of a mixed use site) on this objective will depend on the 

availability of school and college places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on 

whether new places are provided as part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this 

stage.  Effects will also depend on the proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there 

are uncertainties as the effects will depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to 

accommodate new pupils. The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective. 

This site is within 400m of Austrey COE Primary School; therefore development here could have a minor 

positive effect. 
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Site Code: AUS4/3 (part) (Applegarth, Norton Lane) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.78 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is within 300m of the local convenience store which also houses a Post Office. The village hall 

lies just over 200m away from the site. There is a bus route just over 500m away and there is a frequent 

service, which operates to Atherstone (785) and Tamworth.  The site is also within 600m of the St 

Nicholas Church and within 200m of the Baptist Church.  Austrey COE Primary School is within 350m of 

the site. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is under 300m away from the Village 

Hall which is available for hire and stages community events. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no doctor’s surgeries within Austrey with people 

having to travel to either Polesworth or they use the health facilities in Measham, which is outside the 

Borough.  There are a number of footpaths very close to the site which include the T144, T175 and T171. 

There is a designated area of open space at Bishops Cleeve which is just under 600m away.   

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 0.78 ha and will have a minor positive effect. 
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5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 150m of the Bird in The Hand Public House.  There are a number of footpaths within 

easy access of the site and a designated open space is less than 600m away.  The site is also within 

600m of a range of facilities listed in objective 1. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is a small greenfield site and so it may have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

possible impact upon the medieval core with regards to archaeology and the impact on the relationship 

between the historic core and surrounding post-medieval field system with regards to the historic 

landscape. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this 

objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific 

design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that 

some mitigation may be achieved by Trial Trenching. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is not within 1km of any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity site and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.78 ha) sites and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-/0 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so may have a minor negative effect in relation to soil.  It is 

currently rough pasture land. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW and the site does not contain any of the listed hydrological 

features and so there is likely to be a negligible effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 
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13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (sand and gravel and building 

stone) resulting in a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) but not a town centre and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect. 

 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. This is a small Greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 
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18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an 

employment site allocation. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 350m of Austrey COE Primary School. 

Site Code: AUS2/9 (Hollybank Farm) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.49HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is over 600m away from the local convenience store which also houses a Post Office as is the 

village hall.  There is a bus route just over 300m away at Bishops Cleeve which operates a frequent 

service to Atherstone and Tamworth.  The site is also within 600m of the Baptist Church.  Austrey COE 

Primary School is within 400m of the site. 
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2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is over 600m away from the Village 

Hall which is available for hire and stages community events. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no doctor’s surgeries within Austrey with people 

having to travel to either Polesworth or they use the health facilities in Measham, which is outside the 

Borough.  There are a number of footpaths close to the site which include the T142 which is just over 

150m away.  

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is small at 0.49ha  and will have a minor positive 

effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 600m of two community facilities which are the Baptist Church and the Primary School. 

There are a number of footpaths close to the site which include the T142 which is just over 150m away.   
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7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is small (0.49 ha) and mainly on brownfield land 

and so it may have a negligible effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity in relation to the potential for possible impact upon 

the Elms and Nether End with regards to the settings of and views from designated assets of medium 

importance. The site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the impact on archaeology and the 

historic landscape. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on 

this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific 

design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that 

some mitigation may be achieved by screening of the Listed Building and sympathetic development to 

the character of the area. 

For this site an assessment of the significance of the key heritage assets and the appropriate design 

response will be necessary at the planning application stage. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is not within 1km of any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity site and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.49 ha) sites and is mainly on brownfield land so is likely to have a 

positive minor effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land which may have a minor negative effect in relation to soil 

although the site is not now used for agricultural purposes. 

The site is within both a groundwater protection zone and a groundwater vulnerability zone which may 

have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (sand and gravel and building 

stone). 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) but not a town centre and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect. 

 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. This is a small mainly brownfield site and so will have a negligible effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an 

allocated employment site. 
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20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 300m of Austrey COE Primary School. 

Site Code: AUS1 (Crisp Farm, Church Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 4.85HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

This site is within 350m of the local convenience store which also houses a Post Office.  Currently the 

village hall lies over 600m away from the site if walking from the existing access.  However, it is 

presumed that the access would come from the south of the site and so the village hall would be 

considerably closer.  There is a bus route just over 50m away and there is a frequent service, which 

operates to Atherstone (785) and Tamworth.  The site is also within 600m of the Church.  Austrey COE 

Primary School is within 600m of the site if accessed by the public footpaths.  An overall significant 

positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is 300m away from the Village Hall (if 

a new access was made) which is available for hire and stages community events; therefore a minor 

positive effect is likely. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no doctor’s surgeries within Austrey with people 

having to travel to either Polesworth or Measham, which is outside the Borough to access health 

facilities.  However, there are a number of footpaths very close to the site which include T144, T146, 

T171 and T149.  There is a designated area of open space 400m away or if using one of the public 

footpaths this distance is lessened considerably.  An overall minor positive effect on this objective is 

therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (4.85ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 500m of the Bird in The Hand Public House.  There are a number of footpaths within 

easy access of the site and a designated open space is just 400m away as well as a range of facilities 

listed in objective 1.  A significant positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 
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7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

_ As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is relatively small (4.85ha) and a greenfield site 

and so it may have a minor negative effect on this objective overall. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District. 

The HEA found that this site is of medium to high sensitivity to development in relation to the potential 

for impact on the deserted medieval site with regards to archaeology, impact on St Nicholas Church 

which is considered an asset of high importance with regards to the impact on the setting and views from 

designated assets, and the impact on the remnant medieval landscape and upon the setting of the 

historic settlement core within an enclosed landscape with regards to the historic landscape. Therefore, 

the development of this site could have a significant negative effect overall on this objective.  However, 

all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, 

which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be 

achieved by avoiding impacts on the setting of the village and by the screening of the listed building. For 

this site an assessment of the significance of the key heritage assets and the appropriate design 

response will be necessary at the planning application stage. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0 Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is not within 1km of any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity site and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (4.85 ha) and on greenfield land and so is likely to have an overall 

minor negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land) so is likely to have a minor 

negative effect in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW.  However, the site lies partly within a primary and 

secondary aquifer and a groundwater vulnerability zone and so there may be a further minor negative 

effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, development of new housing on greenfield land would increase 

the area of impermeable surfaces and could therefore increase overall flood risk, particularly where the 

sites are large in size or are within high risk flood zones.   

This site is outside of any flood zone and so will have a negligible effect on this objective. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Sand and gravel and building 

stone) so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) but not a town centre and is therefore likely to have an overall minor positive 

effect. 

 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials.  This is a small (4.85ha) greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect on this 

objective overall. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 
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19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an 

employment site allocation and is therefore likely to have an overall minor positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 300m of Austrey COE Primary School so could have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

Site Code: AUS1A (part) (Land South of Bishops Cleeve/North of Crisp Farm) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.5HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is within 350m of the local convenience store which also houses a Post Office. Currently the 

village hall lies over 600m away from the site if walking from the existing access.  However, it is 

presumed that the access would come from the South of the site and so the village hall would be 

considerably closer.  There is a bus route just over 50m away and there is a frequent service, which 

operates to Atherstone (785) and Tamworth.  The site is also within 600m of the St Nicholas Church and 

within 200m of the Baptist Church.  Austrey COE Primary School is within 350m of the site. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is over 600m away from the Village 

Hall which is available for hire and stages community events. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no doctor’s surgeries within Austrey with people 

having to travel to either Polesworth or Measham (outside the Borough) to access health facilities.  There 

are a number of footpaths very close to the site which include T144, T146, T171 and T149.  There is a 

designated area of open space under 50m away. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.5ha) and will have a minor 

positive effect. 

 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible (0). 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 500m of the Bird in The Hand Public House.  There are a number of footpaths within 

easy access of the site and a designated open space is just under 50m away as well as a range of 

facilities listed in objective 1. 
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7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

_ As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.5ha and a Greenfield site and so it may have 

a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

impact on the deserted medieval site with regards to archaeology, medium impact upon the settings and 

views from designated asset St Nicholas Church, an asset of high importance leading to a major effect, 

and medium impact on the historic landscape including the remnant medieval landscape and the setting 

of the historic settlement core within an enclosed landscape. Therefore, the development of this site 

could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage 

uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the 

planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by screening of the 

Listed Building and avoid impacts on the setting of the village. For this site an assessment of the 

significance of the key heritage assets and the appropriate design response will be necessary at the 

planning application stage 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0 Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is not within 1km of any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity site and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.5ha) and on greenfield land and is likely to have a minor negative 

effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a minor negative effect in relation to soil.  It is 

currently rough pasture land. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW.  The site lies partly within a primary and secondary aquifer 

and so there may be a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, development of new housing on greenfield land would increase 

the area of impermeable surfaces and could therefore increase overall flood risk, particularly where the 

sites are large in size or are within high risk flood zones.   

This is a small site, outside of any floodzone  and so will have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible (0). 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area resulting in a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) but not a town centre and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect. 

 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. This is a small Greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an 

allocated employment site. 
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20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 400m of Austrey COE Primary School. 

Site Code: AUS1B (Crisp Farm, Church Lane) Reasonable alternative site option  RESIDENTIAL 0.46HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is within 350m of the local convenience store which also houses a Post Office. Currently the 

village hall lies over 600m away from the site if walking from the existing access.  However, it is 

presumed that the access would come from the South of the site and so the village hall would be 

considerably closer.  There is a bus route just over 50m away and there is a frequent service, which 

operates to Atherstone (785) and Tamworth.  The site is also within 600m of the St Nicholas Church and 

within 200m of the Baptist Church.  Austrey COE Primary School is within 350m of the site. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is 300m away from the Village Hall (if 

a new access was made) which is available for hire and stages community events. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no doctor’s surgeries within Austrey with people 

having to travel to either Polesworth or Measham, which is outside the Borough to access health 

facilities.  There are a number of footpaths very close to the site which include T144, T146, T171 and 

T149.  There is a designated area of open space 400m away or if using one of the public footpaths this 

distance is lessened considerably. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 0.46ha and will have a minor positive effect. 

 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible (0). 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 500m of the Bird in The Hand Public House.  There are a number of footpaths within 

easy access of the site and a designated open space is just 400m away as well as a range of facilities 

listed in objective 1. 
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7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.46 ha and a Greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

impact on archaeology and surviving ridge and furrow, medium impact upon the settings and views from 

designated asset St Nicholas Church, an asset of high importance leading to a major effect, and medium 

impact on the historic landscape including the remnant medieval landscape and the setting of the historic 

settlement core within an enclosed landscape. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor 

negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be 

influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application 

stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by screening of the Listed Building and 

avoid impacts on the setting of the village. For this site an assessment of the significance of the key 

heritage assets and the appropriate design response will be necessary at the planning application stage. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0 Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is not within 1km of any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity site and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.46 ha) sites and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-/0 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a minor negative effect in relation to soil.  It is 

currently rough pasture land. 

There is capacity at the local STW to accommodate further development.  The site does not contain any 

hydrological features so a negligible effect is likely in relation to hydrology.  

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area (Sand and gravel and building stone). Resulting in a minor 

negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) but not a town centre and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect. 

 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. This is a small Greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an 

allocated employment site. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 300m of Austrey COE Primary School. 

Site Code: AUS2 (Hollybank Farmhouse/Blythes Barn) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.29HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is over 600m away from the local convenience store which also houses a Post Office and the 

village hall is also outside of walking distance away.  However, there is a bus route just over 300m away 

at Bishops Cleeve which operates a frequent service to Atherstone and Tamworth and the site is within 

600m of the Baptist Church.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely overall.   

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is over 600m away from the Village 

Hall which is available for hire and stages community events so a negligible effect on this objective is 

likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no doctor’s surgeries within Austrey with people 

having to travel to either Polesworth or they use the health facilities in Measham, which is outside the 

Borough.  However, there are a number of footpaths close to the site which include the T142 just over 

150m away.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely overall.  
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4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.29ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

This site is within 600m of the Baptist Church and there are a number of footpaths close to the site which 

include the T142 which is just over 150m away.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is small (0.29 ha) and mainly on brownfield land 

land and so it may have a negligibleeffect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

possible impact upon the Elms and Nether End which are assets of medium importance with regards to 

the settings of designated assets and views from designated assets. The site is of low sensitivity to 

development in relation to the impact on archaeology and the historic landscape. Therefore, the 

development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects 

are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not 

known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by 

screening of the Listed Building and sympathetic development to the character of the area. 

For this site an assessment of the significance of the key heritage assets and the appropriate design 

response will be necessary at the planning application stage. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is not within 1km of any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity site and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The site is small (0.29 ha) and is mainly on brownfield land so is likely to have a 

positive minor effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land which may have a minor negative effect in relation to soil. 

The site is within both a groundwater protection zone and a groundwater vulnerability zone which may 

have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area and a minor negative effect is 

therefore likely. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) but not a town centre and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect 

overall. 
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16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials.  This is a small mainly brownfield site and so will have a negligible effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an 

employment site allocation so a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 300m of Austrey COE Primary School so development here could have a minor positive effect. 
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Site Code: AUS3 (The Croft, Norton Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 1.52 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

This site is within 300m of the local convenience store which also houses a Post Office. The village hall 

lies just over 200m away from the site.  There is a bus route just over 500m away and there is a 

frequent service, which operates to Atherstone (785) and Tamworth.  The site is also within 600m of the 

St Nicholas Church and within 200m of the Baptist Church.  Austrey COE Primary School is within 350m 

of the site.  An overall significant positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is under 300m away from the Village 

Hall which is available for hire and stages community events; therefore a minor positive effect on this 

objective is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no doctor’s surgeries within Austrey with people 

having to travel to either Polesworth or they use the health facilities in Measham, which is outside the 

Borough.  There are a number of footpaths very close to the site which include the T144, T175 and T171. 

There is a designated area of open space at Bishops Cleeve which is just under 600m away.  An overall 

minor positive effect on this objective is therefore likely.   

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This site is relatively small (1.52 ha) and so will have a minor 

rather than significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 150m of the Bird in The Hand Public House.  There are a number of footpaths within 

easy access of the site and a designated open space is just under 600m away.  The site is also within 

600m of a range of facilities listed in objective 1.  A significant positive effect on this objective is 

therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

_ As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations.  Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is relatively small (1.52ha) and a greenfield site 

and so it may have a minor negative effect on this objective overall. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

possible impact upon the medieval core with regards to archaeology and the impact on the relationship 

between the historic core and surrounding post-medieval field system with regards to the historic 

landscape. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this 

objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific 

design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that 

some mitigation may be achieved by trial trenching. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 571                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is not within 1km of any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity site and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect on this 

objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (1.52 ha) sites and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

minor negative effect on this objective overall. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-/0 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land) so is likely to have a minor 

negative effect in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW and the site does not contain any of the listed hydrological 

features and so there is likely to be a negligible effect in relation to hysrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect on this objective. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  he site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (sand and gravel and building 

stone) so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) but not a town centre and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect on 

this objective overall. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials.  This is a small greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an 

allocated employment site; therefore development here is likely to have a minor positive effect overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 350m of Austrey COE Primary School so could have a minor positive effect on this objective. 
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Site Code: AUS4 (Applegarth, Norton Hill) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.29HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

This site is within 250m of the local convenience store which also houses a Post Office. The village hall 

lies just over 150m away from the site.  There is a bus route just over 500m away and there is a 

frequent service, which operates to Atherstone (785) and Tamworth.  The site is also within 600m of the 

St Nicholas Church and within 150m of the Baptist Church.  A significant positive effect is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is just over 150m away from the 

Village Hall which is available for hire and stages community events so a minor positive effect is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no doctor’s surgeries within Austrey with people 

having to travel to either Polesworth or Measham, which is outside the Borough to use the health 

facilities.  However there are a number of footpaths very close to the site which include the T144, T175 

and T171 and there is a designated area of open space at Bishops Cleeve which is under 600m away.  A 

minor positive effect is therefore likely overall.   

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.29 ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 100m of the Bird in The Hand Public House.  There are also a number of footpaths 

within easy access of the site and a designated open space is less than 600m away.  There are also a 

range of facilities listed in objective 1 that are within 600m of the site and a significant positive effect is 

likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is relatively small (0.29 ha) but is on greenfield 

land and so it may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

possible impact upon the medieval core with regards to archaeology and the impact on the relationship 

between the historic core and surrounding post-medieval field system with regards to the historic 

landscape. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this 

objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific 

design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that 

some mitigation may be achieved by trial trenching. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is not within 1km of any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity site and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.29 ha) but is on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-/0 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently garden or rough pasture land) so a minor negative 

effect is likely in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW and the site does not contain any of the listed hydrological 

features and so there is likely to be a negligible effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  This site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area so is likely to have a minor 

negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) but not a town centre and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect 

overall. 

 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials.  This is a small greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an 

employment site allocation, so a minor positive effect on this objective is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  This site is 

within 300m of Austrey COE Primary School so development here could have a minor positive effect. 

Site Code: AUS5 (Land near Church) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.03HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

This site is just over 100m away from the local convenience store which also houses a Post Office.  The 

village hall lies just over 400m away from the site.  There is a bus route just over 400m away and there 

is a frequent service to Atherstone (785) and Tamworth.  The site is also within 100m of the St Nicholas 

Church and within 180m of the Baptist Church.  A significant positive effect is therefore likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is over 400m away from the Village 

Hall which is available for hire and stages community events so a minor positive effect is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no doctor’s surgeries within Austrey with people 

having to travel to either Polesworth or they use the health facilities in Measham, which is outside the 

Borough.  However, there are a number of footpaths very close to the site which include T144, T146, 

T171 and T149 and there is a designated area of open space under 50m away.  A minor positive effect is 

therefore likely overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.03ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

This site is within 250m of the Bird in The Hand public house.  There are a number of footpaths within 

easy access of the site and a designated open space is just 400m away, and there are a range of 

facilities listed in objective 1 that are within 600m of the site.  A significant positive effect is therefore 

likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

_ As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is small (0.03 ha) but a greenfield site and so it 

is likely to have a minor negative effect overall on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District. 

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

impact on the deserted medieval site with regards to archaeology, impact on setting and views of St 

Nicholas Church which is considered an asset of high importance, and medium to high impact on the 

remnant medieval landscape and upon the setting of the historic settlement core within an enclosed 

landscape with regards to the historic landscape. Therefore, the development of this site could have a 

significant negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as 

they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning 

application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by trial trenching to 

determine the presence/absence of archaeology and by the screening of the Listed Building. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is not within 1km of any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity site and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.03 ha) but on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-/0 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land) and is therefore likely to have a 

minor negative effect in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW and the site does not contain any hydrological features so 

a negligible effect is likely in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, development of new housing on greenfield land would increase 

the area of impermeable surfaces and could therefore increase overall flood risk, particularly where the 

sites are large in size or are within high risk flood zones.   

This site is outside of any flood zone and so will have a negligible  effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Sand and gravel and building 

stone) so is likely to have a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) but not a town centre and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect 

overall. 

 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials.  This is a small greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an 

employment site allocation, so a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 350m of Austrey COE Primary School so could have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

Site Code: AUS6 (Land at Newton Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.68HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 
and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 
culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

Austrey CofE Primary School is within 600m of the site.  There is a bus route just over 500m away and 

there is a frequent service, which operates to Atherstone (785) and Tamworth.  The church and local 

shop is over 600m away from the site. There is likely to be a negligible effect on this objective. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is over 1km away from the Village Hall 

which is available for hire and stages community events. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no doctor’s surgery in Austrey with people having to 

travel to either Polesworth or Measham, which is outside the Borough they use the health facilities.  

There are a number of footpaths very close to the site which include T143, and T145.  There is a 

designated area of open space 500m away or if using one of the public footpaths this distance is lessened 

considerably. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+  The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the 

nature of the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in 

conformity with Core Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 0.68 ha and will have 

a minor positive effect. 

 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

There are a number of footpaths within easy access of the site and a designated open space is just 500m 

away.  Austrey COE school is also within 600m of the site. 
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7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

_ As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.68 ha and a Greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The site is within an area identified as 19th Century and later extension to the village, indicated as of 

medium sensitivity to development impact on archaeology and historic landscape, being located on the 

northern edge of the medieval core and within the historic core of Austrey. The HEA does note that many 

of the fields on the edge of the settlement may have remnants of ridge and furrow, which includes this 

site, but no earthworks were visible. There may be a minor negative effect on this objective. However, all 

effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, 

which is not known until the planning application stage.  The HEA seeks mitigation through trial trenching 

to determine presence/absence of archaeology. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is not within 1km of any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity site and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.68 ha) sites and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 
water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land which may result in a minor negative effect in relation to soil. 

The site is within a Groundwater vulnerable zone and a groundwater source protection zone which may 

have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 
contribution to the causes of 
climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 
unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This is a small site, outside of any flood zone and so will have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (sand and gravel and building 

stone). 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+  The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of 

which are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, 

could affect levels of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 

600m of a public transport link (bus and footpaths) but not a town centre and is therefore likely 

to have a minor positive effect. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 
minimisation, reuse, recycling and 
recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. This is a small Greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 
to adapt to changes in the wider 
economy while remaining relevant 
to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 
reducing the disparities arising from 
unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an 

employment site allocation. 
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20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of Austrey COE Primary School. 

Site Code: AUS7 (PART) (Land west of Glebe Rise) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL  0.77HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is within 300m of the local convenience store which also houses a Post Office. There is a bus 

route under 600m away which operates a frequent service, to Atherstone (785) and Tamworth.  The site 

is also within 600m of the St Nicholas Church, the Baptist Church and the Village Hall.  Austrey COE 

Primary School is just over 700m of the site. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is opposite the Village Hall which is 

available for hire and stages community events. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no doctor’s surgeries within Austrey with people 

having to travel to either Polesworth or Measham, which is outside the Borough to access health 

facilities.  There are a number of footpaths very close to the site which include T141, T143, T171a and 

T144.  There is a designated area of open space 600m away or if using one of the public footpaths this 

distance is lessened considerably. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 0.77ha and will have a minor positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 150m of the Bird in The Hand Public House.  There are a number of footpaths within 

easy access of the site and a designated open space is just 600m away by road. The site is also within 

600m of a range of facilities listed in objective 1. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.77 ha and a Greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

possible impact upon the medieval core with regards to archaeology and the impact on the relationship 

between the historic core and surrounding post-medieval field system with regards to the historic 

landscape. There is a low impact on the settings of and views from designated assets. Therefore, the 

development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects 

are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not 

known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by 

sympathetic development to the character of the area. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is not within 1km of any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity site and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. There is a 

tree with a TPO on it within the site which may have a significant negative effect.  Warwickshire Wildlife 

Trust noted in its consultation response in relation to this site that the site includes a small watercourse 

which it considers would need to be buffered, which may affect the overall developable area of this site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.77 ha) sites and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 
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11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a minor negative effect in relation to soil.  It is 

currently rough pasture land.  

The site is within a groundwater vulnerability zone which may contribute further to the overall minor 

negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect.  The Environment Agency 

noted in its consultation response that there is a ditch along the eastern site of the site which should be 

retained for drainage purposes. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area. 
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15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) but not a town centre and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. This is a small Greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an 

employment site allocation. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

over 700m away from  Austrey COE Primary School. 
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Site Code: AUS8 (Land off Main Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.54HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

This site is just over 400m away from the local convenience store which also houses a Post Office.  There 

is a bus route just over 300m away at Bishops Cleeve which operates a frequent service to Atherstone 

and Tamworth and the site is a few metres away from the Baptist Church.  A significant positive effect is 

therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is over 600m away from the Village 

Hall which is available for hire and stages community events so a negligible effect on this objective is 

likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no doctor’s surgeries within Austrey with people 

having to travel to either Polesworth or Measham, which is outside the Borough to access health 

facilities.  However, there are a number of footpaths close to the site which include the T153, T152, T142 

and T147 and a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.54ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 
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5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 600m of three community facilities which are the designated open space at Bishops 

Cleeve, Baptist Church and the local store/Post Office.  There are also a number of footpaths close to the 

site and a significant positive effect is likely.  

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

_ As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is small (0.54 ha) but is on greenfield land and 

so it may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

possible impact upon archaeology. The site lies outside the historic core but is relatively undisturbed. The 

site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the impact on the historic landscape. Therefore, the 

development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects 

are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not 

known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by 

Screening of the boundary and trial trenching to determine the presence/absence of archaeology. 
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9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is not within 1km of any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity site and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.54 ha) but on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land) so is likely to have a minor 

negative effect in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW but the site contains a groundwater vulnerability zone and 

a groundwater source protection zone which may have a further minor negative effect in relation to 

hydrology. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  This site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area so a minor negative effect is 

likely. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) but not a town centre and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect 

overall. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials.  This is a small greenfield site and so is likely to have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an 

employment site allocation so a minor positive effect is likely overall.  

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

adjacent to Austrey CoE Primary School so development here could have a minor positive effect. 
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Site Code: AUS9 (Holly Bank Farm) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.18HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 
and opportunities for all, regardless 
of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 
physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 
community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 
reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

There is a bus route just over 350m away at Bishops Cleeve which operates a frequent service to 
Atherstone and Tamworth.  The site is also within 600m of the Baptist Church and Austrey CoE Primary 
School so a minor positive effect on this objective is likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 
voluntary groups, who are able to 
express their needs and take steps 
towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 
groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is over 600m away from the Village 
Hall which is available for hire and stages community events so is likely to have a negligible effect. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 
communities and by improving 
access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 
routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 
bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no doctor’s surgeries within Austrey with people 
having to travel to either Polesworth or Measham, which is outside the Borough to access health 
facilities. However, here are a number of footpaths close to the site which include the T142 which is less 
than 250m away.  A minor positive effect is likely overall.  

4. Providing decent and affordable 
housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 
the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 
Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This site is small (0.18ha) and will therefore have a minor 

rather than significant positive effect.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 
and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 
as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 
appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  
However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 
residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 
participate in recreational and 
cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 
space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 
development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 
assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

This site is within 600m of the Baptist Church and there are a number of footpaths close to the site which 
include the T142 less than 250m away.  A minor positive effect on this objective is therefore likely.   

7. Valuing, enhancing and 
protecting the assets of the natural 
environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 
North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 
designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 
prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 
development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is small (0.18ha) but on greenfield land so it 
may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 
protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 
environment, including the cultural 
heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 
informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for possible 
impact upon the Elms and Nether End which are assets of medium importance with regards to the 
settings of designated assets and views from designated assets. The site is of low sensitivity to 

development in relation to the impact on archaeology and the historic landscape. Therefore, the 
development of this site could have a negligible effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are 
at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not 

known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by 
Screening of the Listed Building and sympathetic development to the character of the area. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 
protecting the biodiversity of North 
Warwickshire 

0? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 
have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 
damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  
Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 
potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 
and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 
each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 
are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is not within 1km of any 
designated biodiversity or geodiversity site and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 
efficient use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing physical infrastructure in 
sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 
brownfield sites. The site is small (0.18 ha) but is on greenfield land so is likely to have a negative minor 
effect on this objective overall. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 
water and productive soil, 
minimising pollution levels. 

-? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land which may have a minor negative effect in relation to soil. 

The site is within both a groundwater protection zone and a groundwater vulnerability zone which may 
have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 
contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 
a managed response to its 
unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 
through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  
These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 
whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 
be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 
climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 
risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

13. Reducing overall energy use 
through sustainable design, 
increasing energy efficiency and 
increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 
development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 
assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 
NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 
effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 
efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 
construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 
expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 
of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 
may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  The site lies 
within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area so a minor negative effect is 
likely. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 
link (bus and footpaths) but not a town centre and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect 
overall. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 
minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 
from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 
location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 
development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 
and materials. This is a small greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 
goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 
new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 
and diverse economy which is able 
to adapt to changes in the wider 
economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 
housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 
objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 
reducing the disparities arising from 
unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 
people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an 
employment site allocation so a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 
are provided with the opportunity to 
obtain the skills, knowledge, 
confidence and understanding to 
achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 
places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 
part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 
proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 
depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 
within 350m of Austrey COE Primary School so could have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

Site Code: AUS11 (Land at Headlands, Warton Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 1.74HA 

SA objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

There is a bus route just over 300m away and there is a frequent service, which operates to Atherstone 

(785) and Tamworth.  The church and local shop is over 600m away from the site; therefore a negligible 

effect is likely overall. 
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SA objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is over 600m away from the Village 

Hall which is available for hire and stages community events so a negligible effect is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no doctor’s surgeries within Austrey with people 

having to travel to either Polesworth or Measham, which is outside the Borough to use health facilities.  

However, there are a number of footpaths close to the site including the T143 and T145 and a minor 

positive effect is likely overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

This site is relatively small (1.74ha) and will therefore have a minor rather than significant positive 

effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

There are a number of footpaths within easy access of the site and a designated open space is under 

300m away.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely. 
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SA objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is small (1.74 ha) and a greenfield site and so it 

may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District1.  However, all effects are at this 

stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known 

until the planning application stage.   

The site is within an area identified as of medium to high sensitivity to impacts on archaeology, with 

visible earthworks within the site and historic core, but low impact on historic landscape that is believed 

to be post medieval in date. There is no impact on settings and views of designated assets. The HEA 

notes that earthwork survey is required to establish the nature of the earthworks and impact on medieval 

features. This generates a possible medium to high impact which may have a significant negative effect 

on this objective. The HEA seeks mitigation through trial trenching to determine absence/presence of 

archaeology. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is not within 1km of any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity site and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 

                                                
1
 Oxford Archaeology (2014) A Historic Environment Assessment of Potential Development Areas within North Warwickshire. 
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SA objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (1.74 ha) but on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land); therefore a minor negative effect 

is likely in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW.  However, the site lies partly within a groundwater source 

protection zone which may have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, development of new housing on greenfield land would increase 

the area of impermeable surfaces and could therefore increase overall flood risk, particularly where the 

sites are large in size or are within high risk flood zones.   

This is a small greenfield site, outside of any flood zone  so will have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area so a minor negative effect is 

likely. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) but not a town centre and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect 

overall. 

 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. This is a small greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 
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SA objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an 

employment site allocation so a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of Austrey COE Primary School so could have a minor positive effect. 

Site Code: AUS12 (Land off Warton Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 4.96ha 

SA objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

Austrey COE Primary School is within 600m of the site.  There is a bus route just over 300m away and 

there is a frequent service, which operates to Atherstone (785) and Tamworth.  The church and local 

shop is over 600m away from the site. There is likely to be a negligible impact on this objective. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is over 600m away from the Village 

Hall which is available for hire and stages community events. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no doctor’s surgeries within Austrey with people 

having to travel to either Polesworth or Measham, which is outside the Borough to use health facilities.  

There are a number of footpaths close to the site which include the T143 and T145 which is just a short 

walk away. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 4.96ha  and will have a minor positive effect 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

There are a number of footpaths within easy access of the site and a designated open space is under 

300m away. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 4.96 ha and a Greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District2.  However, all effects are at this 

stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known 

until the planning application stage.   

The site is within an area identified as 19th Century and later extension to the village, indicated of 

medium sensitivity to impacts on archaeology and medium to high impact on historic landscape that is a 

mixture of piecemeal 18C enclosure and 19C planned enclosure. There is no impact on settings and 

views of designated assets. The HEA notes that development of the site may also have impact on 

surviving remnants of ridge and furrow. This generates a possible medium to high impact which may 

have a significant negative effect on this objective. The HEA seeks mitigation through trial trenching to 

determine absence/presence of archaeology and for development record to be made of upstanding ridge 

and furrow earthworks. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is not within 1km of any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity site. The site does contain trees with TPO’s on them which may 

have a overall significant negative effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (4.96 ha) sites and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

                                                
2
 Oxford Archaeology (2014) A Historic Environment Assessment of Potential Development Areas within North Warwickshire. 
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11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land which may have a minor negative effect in relation to soil.  It is 

currently rough pasture land. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW. The site lies partly within a groundwater source protection 

zone which may contribute further to the minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This is a large site, outside of any flood zone and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area. 
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15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) but not a town centre and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect. 

 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. This is a small Greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an 

employment site allocation. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of Austrey COE Primary School. 
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Site Code: AUS15 (The Crisp, Church Lane) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL  0.47HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is within 350m of the local convenience store which also houses a Post Office. Currently the 

village hall lies over 600m away from the site if walking from the existing access.  However, it is 

presumed that the access would come from the South of the site and so the village hall would be 

considerably closer.  There is a bus route just over 50m away and there is a frequent service, which 

operates to Atherstone (785) and Tamworth.  The site is also within 600m of the St Nicholas Church and 

within 200m of the Baptist Church.  Austrey COE Primary School is within 350m of the site. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is 300m away from the Village Hall (if 

a new access was made) which is available for hire and stages community events. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no doctor’s surgeries within Austrey with people 

having to travel to either Polesworth or Measham, which is outside the Borough to access health 

facilities.  There are a number of footpaths very close to the site which include T144, T146, T171 and 

T149.  There is a designated area of open space 400m away or if using one of the public footpaths this 

distance is lessened considerably. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site small (0.47ha) and will have a minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 500m of the Bird in The Hand Public House.  There are a number of footpaths within 

easy access of the site and a designated open space is just 400m away as well as a range of facilities 

listed in objective 1. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

_ As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.47 ha and a Greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

impact on archaeology, medium impact upon the settings and views from designated asset St Nicholas 

Church, an asset of high importance leading to a major effect, low impact and minor effect upon the Old 

Vicarage, an asset of medium importance, and medium impact on the historic landscape including the 

remnant medieval landscape and the setting of the historic settlement core within an enclosed landscape. 

Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some 

mitigation may be achieved by screening of the Listed Building and avoid impacts on the setting of the 

village. For this site an assessment of the significance of the key heritage assets and the appropriate 

design response will be necessary at the planning application stage. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0 Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is not within 1km of any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity site and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect.  

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.47 ha) sites and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-/0 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a minor negative effect in relation to soil.  It is 

currently rough pasture land. 

There is capacity at the local STW to accommodate further development.  The site does not contain  any 

hydrological features so a negligible effect is likely in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area (Sand and gravel and building stone) which may have a 

minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) but not a town centre and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect. 

 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. This is a small Greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an 

employment site allocation. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 300m of Austrey COE Primary School. 
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Site Code: PS170A (Land at Crisp Farm, Church Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 4.16 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is within 370m of the local convenience store which also houses a Post Office and the village hall 

lies within 200m away from the site.  There is a bus route 315m away at Bishops Cleeve, accessed by 

the public footpath and there is a frequent service, which operates to Atherstone (785) and Tamworth.  

The site is also within 200m of the Church.  A significant positive effect is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is 200m away from the Village Hall  

which is available for hire and stages community events, therefore a minor positive effect is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no doctor’s surgeries within Austrey with people 

having to travel to either Polesworth or Measham, which is outside the Borough to access health 

facilities.  However, there are a number of footpaths very close to the site which include T144, T146, 

T171 and T149.  There is also a designated area of open space nearby and if using one of the public 

footpaths this distance is lessened considerably.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (4.16ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 200m of the Bird in The Hand Public House.  There are a number of footpaths within 

easy access of the site and a designated open space is nearby as well as a range of facilities listed in 

objective 1.  A significant positive effect is therefore likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

_ As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is small (4.16ha) but on greenfield land and so it 

may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District3.  However, all effects are at this 

stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known 

until the planning application stage.   

The site is within an area indicated as likely to be of medium to high sensitivity and impact on 

archaeology and historic landscape. There is well preserved, upstanding ridge and furrow within large, 

irregular fields suggesting previous medieval open fields. There is no impact on settings and views of 

designated assets.  This generates a possible medium to high impact which may have a significant 

negative effect on this objective. The HEA seeks mitigation through trial trenching to determine 

absence/presence of archaeology and for development record to be made of upstanding ridge and furrow 

earthworks. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0 Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is not within 1km of any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity site and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect.  

                                                
3
 Oxford Archaeology (2014) A Historic Environment Assessment of Potential Development Areas within North Warwickshire. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The site is small (4.16 ha) and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land); therefore a minor negative effect 

is likely in relation to soil. 

There is capacity at the local STW to accommodate further development; however the site lies partly 

within a groundwater vulnerability zone which may have a further minor negative effect in relation to 

hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, development of new housing on greenfield land would increase 

the area of impermeable surfaces and could therefore increase overall flood risk, particularly where the 

sites are large in size or are within high risk flood zones.   

This site is outside of any flood zone  and so will have a negligible  effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area (Sand and gravel and building stone) so a minor negative 

effect is likely. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) but not a town centre and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect 

overall. 

 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials.  This is a small greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 
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19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an 

employment site allocation; therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of Austrey COE Primary School so development here may have a minor positive effect. 

Site Code: PS170B (Land at Crisp Farm, Church Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 4.94HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The village hall lies within 350m away from this site and the site is also within 500m of the Church.  

There is a bus route 400m away at Bishops Cleeve, accessed by the public footpath and there is a 

frequent service, which operates to Atherstone (785) and Tamworth.  A minor positive effect is therefore 

likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 350m of the Village Hall (if a 

new access was made) which is available for hire and stages community events and a minor positive 

effect is likely. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no doctors surgeries within Austrey with people 

having to travel to either Polesworth or Measham, which is outside the Borough to access health 

facilities.  However, there are a number of footpaths very close to the site which include T144, T146, 

T171 and T149 and there is a designated area of open space within 600m (if using one of the public 

footpaths this distance is lessened considerably).  A minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (4.94ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 500m of the Bird in The Hand Public House.  There are a number of footpaths within 

easy access of the site and a designated open space is within walking distance.  A minor positive effect is 

therefore likely. 
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7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations.  Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  This site is small (4.94 ha) but is on Greenfield land and 

so it may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District4.  However, all effects are at this 

stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known 

until the planning application stage.   

The site is within an area indicated as likely to be of medium sensitivity and impact on archaeology and 

historic landscape. There is some evidence site was previously occupied by ridge and furrow within large, 

irregular fields suggesting area was previously medieval open fields although now occupied by tree 

plantation. There is no impact on settings and views of designated assets.  There may therefore be a 

minor negative effect on this objective. The HEA seeks mitigation through trial trenching to determine 

absence/presence of archaeology. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0 Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is not within 1km of any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity site and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect.  

                                                
4
 Oxford Archaeology (2014) A Historic Environment Assessment of Potential Development Areas within North Warwickshire. 
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (4.94 ha) and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land; therefore a minor negative effect is likely in relation to soil. 

There is capacity at the local STW to accommodate further development.  However, the site lies partly 

within a primary/secondary aquifer and a groundwater vulnerability zone which may have a further minor 

negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area (Sand and gravel and building stone). 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) but not a town centre and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect. 

 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. This is a small greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an 

employment site allocation; therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall. 
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20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

not within 600m of Austrey COE Primary School so may have a minor negative effect. 

Site Code: PS170C (Land at Crisp Farm, Church Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 3.47 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is within 550m of the local convenience store which also houses a Post Office and the village 

hall. There is a bus route just over 250m away and there is a frequent service, which operates to 

Atherstone (785) and Tamworth.  The site is also within 300m of the Church.  A significant positive effect 

is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of the Village Hall (if a 

new access was made) which is available for hire and stages community events; therefore a minor 

positive effect is likely. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 628                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no doctor’s surgeries within Austrey with people 

having to travel to either Polesworth or Measham, which is outside the Borough to access health 

facilities.  However, there are a number of footpaths very close to the site which include T144, T146, 

T171 and T149.  There is also a designated area of open space within 600m (if using one of the public 

footpaths this distance is lessened considerably).  A minor positive effect is therefore likely overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (3.47ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 350m of the Bird in The Hand Public House.  There are a number of footpaths within 

easy access of the site and a designated open space is within 600m as well as a range of facilities listed 

in objective 1.  A significant positive effect is therefore likely. 
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7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 3.47 ha and a Greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District5.   

The site is within an area indicated as likely to be of medium to high sensitivity and impact on 

archaeology and historic landscape.  There is preserved, upstanding ridge and furrow to the eastern half 

of the site, within large, irregular fields suggesting previous medieval open fields.  No earthworks are 

present on western half. There is no impact on settings and views of designated assets.  Therefore, there 

may be a possible medium to high impact which may have a significant negative effect on this objective. 

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA seeks mitigation 

through trial trenching to determine absence/presence of archaeology and for development record to be 

made of upstanding ridge and furrow earthworks. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0 Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is not within 1km of any 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity site and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect.  

                                                
5
 Oxford Archaeology (2014) A Historic Environment Assessment of Potential Development Areas within North Warwickshire. 
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The site is small (3.47 ha) and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

minor negative effect on this objective 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land; therefore a minor negative effect is likely in relation to soil.  

There is capacity at the local STW to accommodate further development.  However, the site lies partly 

within a primary/secondary aquifer and a groundwater vulnerability zone which may have a further minor 

negative effect in relation to soils. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area (Sand and gravel and building stone) so a minor negative 

effect is likely. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link (bus and footpaths) but not a town centre and is therefore likely to have a minor positive effect. 

 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. This is a small greenfield site and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a frequent bus service/route but not an 

employment site allocation; therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall. 
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20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of Austrey COE Primary School so development here could have a minor positive effect. 
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Curdworth 

Site Code: CUR3 (Victor Valet, Kingsbury Road) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.3HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The site lies within walking distance (100m) of the bus stop and adjoins the route of services 757 (which 

is a two hourly service till 16:30) and also the 115/116 service to Birmingham (better than two hourly 

service till 17:43) along the A4097 (bus stop at the White horse pub). The village hall lies approximately 

550m away, St Nicholas and St Peter’s Church 225m away and the Post office/shop 290m. The Primary 

school is also around 525m from the site and the site generates a significant positive effect. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The site lies around 550m walking distance of the Curdworth village hall on Coleshill Road. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ The site adjoins the Parish Recreation area/open space and footpaths lead from that area into 

surrounding countryside. The nearest health services GP’s, dentists are in Water Orton, beyond 

reasonable walking distance so the effect of the site is likely to be minor positive. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 0.3ha and will have a minor positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The site lies around 550m walking distance of the Curdworth village hall but adjoins the Parish 

Recreation area/open space with access to footpaths around the village. Similarly the nearest pub, the 

White Horse lies only 100m walking distance away so the effect is considered to be a significant positive. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- A small brownfield site of 0.3 ha so will have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the possible impact with 

regards to archaeology and the historic landscape.  Therefore, the development of this site could have a 

negligible effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be 

influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application 

stage. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? The site lies around 80 to 100m from local wildlife sites identified along the canal to the north and over 

500m from a pond at Farthing Lane/Curdworth Hall farm.  The site also lies within 20 metres of trees 

with TPO’s. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- A small brownfield site of 0.3ha so will have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? This site is not grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land so a negligible effect is likely in relation to soils. 

No capacity issues at the local STW. The site lies within a primary and secondary aquifer and also a 

groundwater vulnerability zone so there may be an overall significant negative effect in relation to 

hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible (0). 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- Site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (Sand and Gravel) and/or Minerals Consultation area 

resulting in a minor negative effect.  

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The site lies within walking distance (100m) of the bus stop and adjoins the route of services 757 (which 

is a two hourly service till 16:30) and also the 115/116 service to Birmingham (better than two hourly 

service till 17:43) along the A4097 (bus stop at the White horse pub). The nearest employment site also 

lies approximately 200m walking distance away, so there is considered to be a minor positive effect. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 A small brownfield site of 0.3 ha so likely to have a negligible effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The site lies within walking distance (100m) of the bus stop and adjoins the route of services 757 (which 

is a two hourly service till 16:30) and also the 115/116 service to Birmingham (better than two hourly 

service till 17:43) along the A4097 Kingsbury Road (bus stop at the White horse pub). The nearest 

employment site also lies approximately 200m walking distance away, so there is considered to be a 

minor positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The site lies approximately 525m from Curdworth primary school so will have a minor positive effect.  

Site Code: CUR4 (Site off Church Lane) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.08HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The site lies within walking distance (20m) of the bus routes/services the 223 (which only runs Monday) 

and 757 (which is a two hourly service till 16:30) and also the 115/116 service to Birmingham (better 

than two hourly service till 17:43) along the A4097 about 275m away (bus stop at the White horse pub). 

The village hall lies approximately 190m away, St Nicholas and St Peter’s church 70m away and the Post 

office/shop only 31m. The Primary school is also within 200m of the site whose central village location 

generates a significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The site lies around 190m walking distance of the Curdworth village hall on Coleshill Road. All other 

community services lie over 600m away and the effect will be minor positive. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ The site lies within approximately 70m from the Parish Recreation area/open space. The nearest health 

services GP’s, dentists are in Water Orton, beyond reasonable walking distance so the effect of the site is 

likely to be minor positive. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is under 0.08ha and will have a minor positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The site lies around 190m walking distance of the Curdworth village hall but around approximately 70m 

from the Parish Recreation area/open space with access to footpaths around the village. Similarly the 

nearest pub, the White Horse lies 275 m walking distance away so the effect is considered to be a 

significant positive. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- A small part brownfield, part greenfield site of 0.08 ha comprising a commercial building (ex-hairdressers 

ex-cottage?) parking and garden area to the rear of 36-42 Coleshill Rd so will have a minor negative 

effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

possible impact upon the medieval features and the character of the medieval settlement core with 

regards to archaeology and the historic landscape. Therefore, the development of this site could have a 

minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they 

will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning 

application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by Trial Trenching. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? The site lies around 300m from local wildlife sites identified along the canal to the north and a pond at 

Farthing Lane/Curdworth Hall farm. The site is likely to have only a minor negative effect or less on these 

sites in view of the built development between the site and areas of biodiversity interest. The site is 

within 60m of a TPO but there is development between the site and TPO so no effect on the tree would 

be expected from the new development. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- A small part brownfield, part greenfield site of 0.08 ha so will have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? This site is not comprised of grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land so a negligible effect is likely in relation to 

soils. 

No capacity issues at local STW. The site lies within a primary and secondary aquifer so there may be a 

minor negative effect in relation to hrdology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site lies outside of any flood zone and will have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area and is therefore likely to have 

a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The site lies within walking distance (20m) of the bus routes/services the 223 (which only runs Monday) 

and 757 (which is a two hourly service till 16:30) and also the 115/116 service to Birmingham (better 

than two hourly service till 17:43) along the A4097 about 275m away although there is no town centre 

within walking distance. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 A small part brownfield, part greenfield site so will have a negligible effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The site lies within walking distance (20m) of the bus routes/services the 223 (which only runs Monday) 

and 757 (which is a two hourly service till 16:30) and also the 115/116 service to Birmingham (better 

than two hourly service till 17:43) along the A4097 about 275m away. The nearest identified 

employment site (although not an “allocated” site) also lies approximately 325m walking distance away, 

so there is considered to be a minor positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+ The site lies approximately 225m from Curdworth primary school so will have a minor positive effect. 

Other schools lie outside the village. 
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Fillongley 

Site Code: FIL1 (Fillongley Social Club) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.2HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  The 

Post Office is within 100m of this site and there is a regular bus service (735) to Coventry as well as a 

flexi service (232) that operates on a Wednesday and Friday to Nuneaton.  The Village Hall is within 

500m at Coventry Road and the Church of St Mary and All Saints is within 50m of the site.  Bournebrook 

C of E School is just over 100m away.  An overall significant positive effect on this objective is therefore 

likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  This site is within 600m of a community centre 

so is likely to have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  Park Leys Surgery is within 500m of the site at Coventry Road 

and the M360, M294, M294A, M349 and M357 footpaths are all within 600m of the site.  There is a 

recreation ground (Little London Field) within 600m walking distance of the site.  An overall significant 

positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This site is relatively small (0.2ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m). The site is 

within 100m of The Manor House Inn Public House.  There are footpaths near by and also a recreation 

ground.  The site is also within a range of facilities listed in objective 1 and an overall significant positive 

effect is therefore likely.  

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.2ha and a brownfield site and so it may have 

a negligible effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of high sensitivity to development in relation to the potential impact upon 

the medieval settlement core with regards to the historic landscape. The site is of medium sensitivity for 

the impact on early and later medieval features within the historic core with regards to archaeology. The 

site is also of medium sensitivity with impact upon the Listed Building (Alpha House) and low impact 

upon the Butchers Public House and the Church of St Mary with regards to the impact on setting/views 

from/of designated assets. Therefore, the development of this site could have a significant negative 

effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced 

by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the 

HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by sympathetic design to protect the Conservation 

Area and screening of listed buildings. 

For this site an assessment of the significance of the key heritage assets and the appropriate design 

response will be necessary at the planning application stage.  English Heritage also raised the question in 

its earlier consultation response of whether it may be possible for development to actually enhance the 

setting of the nearby Conservation Area and listed buildings.  

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 300m of a Local Wildlife 

Site known as King and Bailey Castle; therefore development here could have a minor negative effect on 

this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.2ha) sites and on brownfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

minor positive effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? The site is not on grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land so there is likely to be a negligible effect in relation to 

soils.   

There are no capacity issues at the local STW.  However, the site is within a safeguarded surface water 

zone, a groundwater vulnerability zone and a groundwater source protection zone which may have an 

significant negative effect in relation to hydrology and a mixed effect overall. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

0 While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  The site does 

not lie within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area resulting in a negligible 

effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre so a minor positive effect is likely overall.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small brownfield site (0.2ha) and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation so a minor positive effect is likely overall. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is   

within 600m of Bournebrook C of E School so could have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

Site Code: FIL4 (Site at Castle Close) Allocated site  RESIDENTIAL 0.20HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  The 

Post Office is within 100m of this site. There is a regular bus service (735) to Coventry as well as a flexi 

service (232) that operates on a Wednesday and Friday to Nuneaton.  The Village Hall is within 150m at 

Coventry Road and the Church of St Mary & All Saints is within 300m of the site.  Bournebrook C of E 

School is just over 320m away.  An overall significant positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  This site is within 600m of a community centre 

so is likely to have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  Park Leys Surgery is within 110m of the site at Coventry Road 

and the M294, M294A, M349 and M357 footpaths are all within 600m of the site.  There is a recreation 

ground  (Little London Field) within 500m walking distance of the site.  An overall significant positive 

effect on this objective is therefore likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.20ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 210m of The Manor House Inn Public House.  There are footpaths near by and also a recreation 

ground.  The site is also within a range of facilities listed in objective 1.  An overall significant positive 

effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.20ha and a greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.  The HEA found that this site is 

of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for possible impact upon the medieval 

features associated with the deserted settlement with regards to archaeology and the cumulative impact 

on the edge of the medieval settlement and interface with field systems on the to the historic landscape. 

Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some 

mitigation may be achieved by trial trenching and screening of the nearby Scheduled Monument. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 250m of a Local Wildlife 

Site known as King and Bailey Castle and within 25m of a tree with a TPO.  Development here could 

therefore have a significant negative effect on this objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small and on greenfield land and is likely to have a minor negative effect on 

this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so a minor negative effect is likely with regards to soil.   

There are no capacity issues at the local STW.  However, the site is within a safeguarded surface water 

zone, a groundwater source drift zone, a groundwater source protection zone and a groundwater 

vulnerability zone which may have a significant negative effect overall in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

0 While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  This site does 

not lie within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area resulting in a negligible 

effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre so a minor positive effect is likely overall.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation so a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is   

within 600m of Bournebrook C of E School so development here could have a minor positive effect. 
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Hurley 

Site Code: HUR1 (Land at Knowle Hill) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.23HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  The 

site is within 120m of the Post Office. There is a regular bus service (115) to Coleshill parkway, Coleshill, 

Asda Minworth and Birmingham and this can be accessed on Queensway (within 600m walking distance). 

The 766 also operates a service 4 times a day (after 1300) to Ventura Park and Tamworth. There is also 

a Flexibus (228) that operates one service to Atherstone on a Tuesday.  The Church and School are over 

600m away from the site. The village Hall is within 250m of the site 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre 

therefore a minor positive effect is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is a Doctors Surgery in Knowle Hill just over 600m 

away. The T42 footpath is just 35m away. The T43 and T56 are also within 600m of the site. There is a 

recreation ground under 150m away at Dexter lane. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is small (0.23ha) and will have a minor positive 

effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).    There is a 

series of footpaths near by and a recreation ground and some facilities listed in objective 1 (Post Office 

and Village Hall). 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is small (0.23 ha) and greenfield, so it may have 

a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for possible 

impact on archaeology and the historic landscape. The site is located within an area of detached housing, 

an area already heavily disturbed by building works. Therefore, the development of this site could have a 

negligible effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be 

influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application 

stage. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 656                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 600m of a Local Wildlife 

Site at Dexter Lane. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.23ha) sites and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? 

 

The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so a minor negative effect is likely in relation to soil. 

Additional capacity may be required at Hurley STW and the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone, so a significant negative effect is likely in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect.  The Environment Agency’s 

consultation response noted that this site has a culverted water course cutting across part of the ste, the 

presence of which could influence the eventual layout of the site. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (building stone and brick clay) 

and so it is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a transport link but 

not a town centre.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (0.23ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is  

not within 600m of a school. 
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Site Code: HUR4 (Land RO 115 Knowle Hill, off Woodbridge Park) Allocated site  RESIDENTIAL 0.12HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  The 

site is not within 600m of the Post Office. There is a regular bus service (115) to Coleshill parkway, 

Coleshill, Asda Minworth and Birmingham and this can be accessed on Queensway (within 600m walking 

distance). The 766 also operates a service 4 times a day (after 1300) to Ventura Park and Tamworth. 

There is also a Flexibus (228) that operates one service to Atherstone on a Tuesday.  The Village Hall is 

within 500m of the site. The Church and School (Hurley Primary School)are just under 500m away from 

the site. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is a Doctors Surgery in Knowle Hill that is within 150m. 

The T44, T53 and T52 footpaths are all within 600m of the site. There is a recreation ground less than 

600m away at Dexter Lane. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is small (0.12ha) and will have a minor positive 

effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m). The site is 

within 300m of the Hollybush Public House   There is a series of footpaths near by and a recreation 

ground and some facilities listed in objective 1(School, Village Hall, Church). 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is a small (0.12 ha) greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for possible 

impact upon archaeology, historic landscape, settings of designated areas and views from designated 

areas. There is a partial view form Atherstone House (Listed Building). Development here could have a 

low impact on the setting and views from this building. Therefore, the development of this site could 

have a negligible effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they 

will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning 

application stage. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 650m of a Local Wildlife 

Site at Dexter Lane, which may have a minor negative effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.12ha) and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a minor negative 

effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so a minor negative effect is likely in relation to soil. 

Additional capacity may be required at Hurley STW and the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone which may have an overall significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area and is likely to have a minor 

negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (0.12ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is  

within 600m of a school (Hurley Primary School). 

Site Code: HUR5 (Land RO shops, High Street) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.17HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  The 

site is not within 600m of the Post Office. There is a regular bus service (115) to Coleshill parkway, 

Coleshill, Asda Minworth and Birmingham and this can be accessed on Queensway (within 600m). The 

766 also operates a service 4 times a day (after 1300) to Ventura Park and Tamworth. There is also a 

Flexibus (228) that operates one service to Atherstone on a Tuesday.  The Village Hall is within 500m of 

the site. The Church and School are just over 600m away from the site 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is a Doctors Surgery in Knowle Hill that is within 220m. 

The T44, T53 and T52 footpaths are all within 600m of the site. There is a recreation ground less than 

500m away at Dexter Lane. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is small (0.17ha) and will have a minor positive 

effect. 

 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m). The site is 

within 520m of the Hollybush Public House   There is a series of footpaths near by and a recreation 

ground and the village hall. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is small (0.17 ha) and a brownfield site and so it 

may have a negligible effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

possible impact upon the former mining railway line with regards to archaeology and the likely impact on 

the industrial landscape feature with regards to the historic landscape. Therefore, the development of 

this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this 

stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known 

until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by a 

watching Brief and avoiding impact on the mineral line. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 750m of a Local Wildlife 

Site at Dexter Lane. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is a small brownfield site and is  likely to have a minor positive effect on this 

objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is not on agricultural land so a negligible effect is likely in relation to soil.   

Additional capacity may be required at Hurley STW. The site lies within a groundwater vulnerability zone 

so an overall significant negative effect is likely in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (building sand and brick clay) 

and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 667                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small brownfield site (0.17ha) and is likely to have a negligible effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is  

not within 600m of a school and so a minor negative effect is likely. 

 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 668                June 2014 

  



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 669                June 2014 

Newton Regis 

Site Code: NR3 (Manor/Baddons Farm, Main Road) Allocated site  RESIDENTIAL 0.9ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  The 

site is within 400m of the Village Hall (which hosts Post Office Services once a week). Newton Regis 

Primary School is within 200m of the site.  The Church is within 100m of the site (Church of St Mary).  

There is a bus route, less than 600m away on Main Road which operates a frequent service (hourly or 

better) Monday – Saturday which goes to both Atherstone and Nuneaton Bus Stations and a further 

service (Number 224) which only operates on a Thursday but will take customers to Ventura Shopping 

Park at Tamworth.  A significant positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 400m of the Village Hall 

which can be hired out for community events so a minor positive effect on this objective is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no healthcare facilities within Newton Regis, with 

people having to travel either to Polesworth or outside the Borough for medical assistance.  However, the 

site is within 550m of the T136 and T137 footpaths and there is an area of open space at Newton Regis 

Village Hall so an overall minor positive effect on this objective is likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (1.38ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 600m of the open space at Newton Regis Village Hall and also within 600m of the St Marys 

Church.  The site is within 100m of the Queens Head Public House.  There are 2 footpaths within 550m 

and a frequent bus route.  A significant positive effect is therefore likely overall. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 1.38 ha and a greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

possible impact upon unrecorded archaeological features. The site is partly within the Conservation Area.  

It also contains Manor Farmhouse (Listed Building) and a further five other Listed Buildings (Old Hall 

Farmhouse, The Post Office, Rose Cottage, Ivy House Laurel Cottage, Old Thatch Tallets Thatch Cottage 

and The White House) have partial views of the site. Development here would have a moderate impact 

upon the setting of and views from Manor farmhouse and a low impact on the other five buildings. The 

potential impact on the historic landscape will have low impact upon the relationship between the historic 

settlement core and the surrounding post-medieval landscape.  Therefore, the development of this site 

could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage 

uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the 

planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by Screening of the 

Listed Building and sympathetic design to mitigate the impact on settings. 

English Heritage noted in its earlier consultation response that the development of this site would require 

great weight to be given to the conservation of the nearby Conservation Area and Grade II listed 

buildings. 

For this site an assessment of the significance of the key heritage assets and the appropriate design 

response will be necessary at the planning application stage. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 1km of the Local 

Wildlife Site known as Newton Gorse. The site is within 40m of trees with TPOs which may have a minor 

negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (1.38 ha) and on greenfield land and is likely to have a minor negative 

effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so will have a minor negative effect in relation to soil.  It is 

currently rough pasture land. 

There are no known capacity issues at the local STW.  The site is within a groundwater vulnerability zone 

so may have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Brick clay and building stone) 

resulting in a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (1.38ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of Newton Regis Primary School. 

 

Site Code: NR6 (land at Seckington Lane)  Allocated site  RESIDENTIAL  0.28HA     

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  

Newton Regis Primary School is within 600m of the site.  The Church of St Mary is just over 450m away 

from the site.  There is a bus route on Main Road which operates a frequent service (hourly or better) 

Monday – Saturday which goes to both Atherstone and Nuneaton Bus Stations and a further service 

(Number 224) which only operates on a Thursday but will take customers to Ventura Shopping park at 

Tamworth. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of the Village Hall 

which can be hired out for community events. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no healthcare facilities within Newton Regis, with 

people having to travel either to Polesworth or outside the Borough for medical assistance.  The T126, 

T130 and T129 footpaths are all adjacent the site  

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The site is 0.28ha and will have a minor positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 600m of both Newton Regis Primary School and St Marys Church.  The site is within 300m of the 

Queens Head Public House.  There is a series of footpaths close by. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.27 ha and a Greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site impacts on the medieval settlement (historic core) of Newton Regis, and 

likely to be of high sensitivity. Irregular earthworks were visible in fields in May 2014 and ridge and 

furrow and house platforms have been previously noted. There is no impact on settings or views from 

designated assets. There is a medium impact on the historic landscape of 19C fields and paddocks. 

Therefore, the development of this site could have a significant negative effect on this objective.   

HEA has suggested possible mitigation works through trial trenching to determine the presence/absence 

of archaeology and recording of irregular earthworks and possible platforms prior to any development. 

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.   

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 800m of the Local 

Wildlife Site known as Newton Gorse. There is a TPO within 70m of the site but there is development 

between the site and the TPO so no effect would be expected from the new development. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (1.38 ha) sites and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

- The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land.  It is currently rough pasture land, likely to have a minor 

negative impact on this objective in relation to soil. 

The site is within a groundwater vulnerability zone; therefore a further minor negative effect is likely in 

relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, development of new housing on greenfield land would increase 

the area of impermeable surfaces and could therefore increase overall flood risk, particularly where the 

sites are large in size or are within high risk flood zones.   

The site is outside of the flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, and is likely to have a negligible effect.  

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Brick Clay and building sand) 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small Greenfield site (0.27ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation; therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of Newton Regis Primary School so development here could have a minor positive effect. 
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Site Code: NR1 (Land adj Hames Lane)  Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 2.98HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  

Newton Regis Primary School is just over 200m from the site.  The Church is just over 260m away from 

the site (Church of St Mary) and the Village Hall is within 600m walking distance of the site.  There is a 

bus route on Main Road, within 600m walking distance which operates a frequent service (hourly or 

better) Monday – Saturday which goes to both Atherstone and Nuneaton Bus Stations and a further 

service (Number 224) which only operates on a Thursday but will take customers to Ventura Shopping 

park at Tamworth.  A significant positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 400m of the Village Hall so is 

likely to have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no healthcare facilities within Newton Regis, with 

people having to travel either to Polesworth or outside the Borough for medical assistance.  However, 

there is an area of open space at Newton Regis Village Hall.  The T134 footpath is adjacent to the site 

and the T131, T132 and T133 are also within a few metres.  The T129, T130 and T126 are also within 

600m of the site.  An overall minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (2.98ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 600m of the St Marys Church.  The site is within 300m of the Queens Head Public House.  There is 

a series of footpaths near by, open space and a frequent bus route.  An overall significant positive effect 

is therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 2.98 ha and a greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site is likely to be of medium to high sensitivity in terms of archaeology with 

impact on the medieval settlement. A House platform and earthworks are visible in the field. There is 

also likely to be a high impact on the historic landscape of 18C piecemeal field system. There is likely to 

be a medium impact on the settings and views to Newton House, a Grade 2 Listed building, including the 

loss of current green space to the north west of the building. Therefore, the development of this site 

could have a significant negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.  HEA has suggested possible 

mitigation works through trial trenching to determine the presence or absence of archaeology, the need 

for sympathetic design to preserve current field boundaries and screening of the Listed Building. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 500m of the Local 

Wildlife Site known as Newton Gorse and is also within 105m of a TPO.  Development here may therefore 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The site is small (2.98ha) sites and on greenfield land and is likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land; therefore there is likely to be a minor negative impact on this 

objective in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW.  However, the site is within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone and a groundwater source protection zone which may have a significant negative effect in relation 

to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site lies outside of the flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, and is likely to have a negligible effect on this 

objective.  

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Building Stone and Brick 

Clay) so may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre so overall will have a minor positive effect on this objective.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (2.98ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation so is likely to have a minor positive effect on this objective overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of Newton Regis Primary School. 
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Site Code: NR2 (Land off Austrey Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 2.65HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  

Newton Regis Primary School is just over 100m from the site.  The Church is just over 100m away from 

the site (Church of St Mary) and the village hall is within 200m of the site.  There is a bus route, less 

than 600m away on Main Road which operates a frequent service (hourly or better) Monday – Saturday 

which goes to both Atherstone and Nuneaton Bus Stations and a further service (Number 224) which 

only operates on a Thursday but will take customers to Ventura Shopping park at Tamworth.  A 

significant positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 200m of the Village Hall so 

will have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no healthcare facilities within Newton Regis, with 

people having to travel either to Polesworth or outside the Borough for medical assistance.  There is an 

area of open space at Newton Regis Village Hall.  The T136 and T137 footpaths are within a few metres 

of the site.  An overall minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (2.65ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

just over 100m from the St Marys Church.  The site is within 310m of the Queens Head Public House.  

There is a series of footpaths near by, open space and frequent bus route.  A significant positive effect is 

therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 2.65 ha and a greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site is likely to be of medium sensitivity in terms of archaeology with impact 

on the medieval settlement (no earthworks, site currently a playing field). There is also likely to be a 

medium impact on the historic landscape of 19C paddocks and closes. There is likely to be a high impact 

on the settings and views from the Church of St Mary, a Grade 2* Listed building, including the loss of 

current green space to the south east of the building and impact on views to the church fromthe north 

west of the site. Therefore, the development of this site could have a significant negative effect on this 

objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.  HEA has suggested possible 

mitigation works through trial trenching to determine the presence or absence of archaeology, the need 

for sympathetic design to preserve current field boundaries and screening of the Listed Building. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 350m of the Local 

Wildlife Site known as Newton Gorse so there may be a minor negative effect on this objective.  There is 

a TPO within 250m of the site but there is development between the site and TPO so no effect on the 

TPO would be expected from the new development. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The site is small (2.65ha) sites and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land) so there is likely to be a minor 

negative impact on this objective in relation to soils. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW; however the site is within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone and a groundwater source protection zone which may have a significant negative effect in relation 

to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site lies outside of the flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, and is likely to have a negligible effect on this 

objective.  

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Brick Clay and Building 

Stone). 
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15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre so is likely to have a minor positive effect on this objective overall.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (2.65ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation so is likely to have a minor positive effect on this objective overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of Newton Regis Primary School. 
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Site Code: NR4 (Land at Seckington lane/Main Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.27HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  . 

Newton Regis Primary School is within 520m of the site.  The Church is within 415m of the site (Church 

of St Mary).  There is a bus route less than 600m away on Main Road which operates a frequent service 

(hourly or better) Monday – Saturday which goes to both Atherstone and Nuneaton Bus Stations and a 

further service (Number 224) which only operates on a Thursday but will take customers to Ventura 

Shopping park at Tamworth.  An overall minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of the Village Hall 

which can be hired out for community events so will have a negligible effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no healthcare facilities within Newton Regis, with 

people having to travel either to Polesworth or outside the Borough for medical assistance.  The T127 

footpath is within 50m of the site and the T126, T130 and T129 are all within 100m. An overall minor 

positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.27ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 600m of the St Marys Church.  The site is within 250m of the Queens Head Public House.  There is 

a footpath close by and a frequent bus route.  An overall significant positive effect is therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.27 ha and a greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site lies just within the historic core of Newton Regis, and likely to be of 

medium sensitivity and impact on the medieval settlement. No visible earthworks noted. There is a low 

impact on the historic landscape of large post war fields. There is no impact on settings or views from 

designated assets indicated. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect 

on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.  HEA has suggested possible 

mitigation works through trial trenching to determine the presence/absence of archaeology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 1km of the Local 

Wildlife Site known as Newton Gorse so development here could have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (1.38 ha) sites and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective, 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land.  It is currently rough pasture land and is likely to have a minor 

negative impact on this objective in relation to soil. 

There are no known capacity issues at the local STW.  The site is within a groundwater vulnerability zone 

so may have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology.  
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site lies outside of the flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, and is likely to have a negligible effect on this 

objective.  

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible (0). 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area(Brick clay and building stone). 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre so a minor positive effect is likely overall.  
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16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small Greenfield site (0.27ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation so a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of Newton Regis Primary School. 
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Site Code: NR5 (RO/ Henneys Pond) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.78HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  

Newton Regis Primary School is within 600m of the site.  The Church of St Mary is just over 450m away 

from the site.  There is a bus route on Main Road which operates a frequent service (hourly or better) 

Monday – Saturday which goes to both Atherstone and Nuneaton Bus Stations and a further service 

(Number 224) which only operates on a Thursday but will take customers to Ventura Shopping park at 

Tamworth.  A minor positive effect is likely overall. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of the Village Hall 

which can be hired out for community events so will have a negligible effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no healthcare facilities within Newton Regis, with 

people having to travel either to Polesworth or outside the Borough for medical assistance.  The T126, 

T130 and T129 footpaths are all adjacent the site and a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.78ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 696                June 2014 
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5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 600m of both Newton Regis Primary School and St Marys Church.  The site is within 300m of the 

Queens Head Public House.  There is a series of footpaths close by.  A significant positive effect is likely 

overall. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.27 ha and a greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site impacts on the medieval settlement (historic core) of Newton Regis, and 

likely to be of high sensitivity. Irregular earthworks were visible in fields in May 2014 and ridge and 

furrow and house platforms have been previously noted. There is no impact on settings or views from 

designated assets. There is a medium impact on the historic landscape of 19C fields and paddocks. 

Therefore, the development of this site could have a significant negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.  HEA has suggested possible 

mitigation works through trial trenching to determine the presence/absence of archaeology and recording 

of irregular earthworks and possible platforms prior to any development. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 800m of the Local 

Wildlife Site known as Newton Gorse. There is a TPO within 70m of the site but with the built 

development in-between, no effect on the TPO would be expected from the new development.  

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (1.38 ha) sites and on greenfield land and is likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land.  It is currently rough pasture land and is likely to have a minor 

negative impact on this objective in relation to soil. 

There are no known capacity issues at the local STW.  The site is within a groundwater vulnerability zone 

so may have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This small site lies outside of the flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, and is likely to have a negligible effect on this 

objective.  

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Brick Clay and building 

stone). 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre so a minor positive effect is likely overall.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small Greenfield site (0.27ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation so a minor positive effect is likely overall.. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of Newton Regis Primary School. 
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Site Code: NR7 (Land at Main Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 1.35HA   

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  . 

Newton Regis Primary School is within 520m of the site.  The Church is within 415m of the site (Church 

of St Mary).  There is a bus route less than 600m away on Main Road which operates a frequent service 

(hourly or better) Monday – Saturday which goes to both Atherstone and Nuneaton Bus Stations and a 

further service (Number 224) which only operates on a Thursday but will take customers to Ventura 

Shopping park at Tamworth. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of the Village Hall 

which can be hired out for community events so a negligible effect on this objective is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no healthcare facilities within Newton Regis, with 

people having to travel either to Polesworth or outside the Borough for medical assistance.  The T127 

footpath is within 50m of the site and the T126, T130 and T129 are all within 100m so an overall minor 

positive effect is likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (1.35ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 600m of the St Marys Church.  The site is within 250m of the Queens Head Public House.  There is 

a footpath close by and a frequent bus route and an overall significant positive effect is likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 1.35 ha and a greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site possibly impacts on the medieval settlement (historic core) and likely to 

be of medium sensitivity although no earthworks were visible within the field. There is a medium impact 

on settings or views from designated assets at Ivy House and Laurel Cottage, a Grade 2 Listed Building. 

Development will remove open space visible to the south west of these buildings and impact on clear 

views of southern end of site from Ivy house. There is a medium impact on the historic landscape of 19C 

paddocks and closes. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this 

objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.  HEA has suggested possible 

mitigation works through trial trenching to determine the presence/absence of archaeology and 

sympathetic design to incorporate screening from the Listed building. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 1km of the Local 

Wildlife Site known as Newton Gorse so development here could have a minor negative effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (1.38 ha) sites and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land) and is therefore likely to have a 

minor negative impact on this objective in relation to soil. 

There are no known capacity issues at the local STW.  However, the site is within a groundwater 

vulnerability zone so may have a minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site lies outside of the flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, and is likely to have a negligible effect on this 

objective.  

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Brick clay and building stone) 

so could have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre so is likely to have a minor positive effect on this site overall.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (1.35ha) and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation so an overall minor positive effect on this objective is likely. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of Newton Regis Primary School. 
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Piccadilly 

Site Code: PIC1 (Garage site off Piccadilly Crescent) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.11 ha’s 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- 

The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

The site is 15m from the bus stop and route of the 119/118 (Sundays only, two hourly) and 115 for 

Piccadilly, a limited, up to hourly service to Tamworth, Coleshill and Kingsbury, the 228 Flexibus 

Tuesday’s only service and 766 to Atherstone/Tamworth/Kingsbury (an approximately hourly service). 

There are few other community facilities immediately available and accessible in Piccadilly so the effect is 

likely to be minor negative. 

 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 

The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  There is no community centre within walking 

distance so the site will have a negligible effect. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 
+ 

Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site does not lie within reasonable walking distance of any health facilities (the GP and health centre 

at Kingsbury is around 2km away). It does, however, lie around 200m to 250m from the existing 

footpath PROW, T67, that leads to the Kingsbury and Edge Hill Wood and is 65m from the recreation 

ground/open space (adjoining Perryman Drive) so a minor positive effect is likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. + 

The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This is a small site, so will have a minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 

The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible (0). 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ 

The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site lies around 200m to 250m from the existing footpath PROW, T67, that leads to the Kingsbury 

and Edge Hill Wood and is 65m from the recreation ground/open space (adjoining Perryman Drive) so a 

minor positive effect is likely. (Note the pub/restaurant nearby has closed and been redeveloped, most 

other community and cultural facilities are in nearby Kingsbury 1.5 to 2km away. There are, however, 

good access and PROW routes into the surrounding countryside). 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 
0 

As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.   

This is a brownfield site of 0.11ha’s on Council Garages and parking area, so may have a negligible effect 

on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 0? 

The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to archaeology and the 

historic landscape. There is unlikely to be any impact upon the buried features and no impact on 

Picadilly’s Edwardian core or general landscape.  Therefore, the development of this site could have a 

negligible effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be 

influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application 

stage. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? 

Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

The site is within 250m of Kingsbury Wood SSSI and Local Wildlife site and within 700m of Edge Hill 

Wood Local Wildlife site so may have a significant negative effect although it is noted that there is 

existing built development between these nature conservation areas and the site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ 

Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. 

This is a brownfield site of 0.11ha’s on Council Garages and parking area, so may have a minor positive 

effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? 

 

The site is not and has not previously been in agricultural use. There is no Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural 

land within the site so a negligible effect is likely in relation to soils. 

The site is within a groundwater vulnerability zone and there are no capacity issues at the local STW 

which may have an overall minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 

While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 

While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible (0). 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- 

While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. 

Site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (Brick clay/Sand and Gravel and Building Stone) and/or 

Minerals Consultation area resulting in a minor negative effect.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ 

The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site is 15m from the bus stop and route of the 119/118 (Sundays only, two hourly) and 115 for 

Piccadilly, a limited, up to hourly service to Tamworth, Coleshill and Kingsbury, the 228 Flexibus 

Tuesday’s only service and 766 to Atherstone/Tamworth/Kingsbury (an approximately hourly service). It 

also lies around 225m walking distance from the existing employment Site at Kingsbury Link identified in 

the current Local Plan. The site lies around 200m to 250m from the existing footpath PROW, T67, that 

leads to the Kingsbury and Edge Hill Wood and is 65m from the recreation ground/open space (adjoining 

Perryman Drive).  However, the site is not within walking distance of a town centre so overall a minor 

positive effect is likely. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 0 

All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small brownfield site of 0.11ha’s on Council Garages and parking area, so may have a negligible 

effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 0 

While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible (0). 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 

The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible (0) 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 
+ 

The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.   

The site is 15m from the bus stop and route of the 119/118 (Sundays only, two hourly) and 115 for 

Piccadilly, a limited, up to hourly service to Tamworth, Coleshill and Kingsbury, the 228 Flexibus 

Tuesday’s only service and 766 to Atherstone/Tamworth/Kingsbury (an approximately hourly service). It 

also lies around 225m walking distance from the existing employment Site at Kingsbury Link identified in 

the current Local Plan so the site may have a minor positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 
-? 

The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

There are no schools within walking distance of the site or in Piccadilly itself. Education services/facilities 

are provided outside the village in nearby Kingsbury so it is likely that there will be a negative effect. 
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Shuttington 

Site Code: SHUT1 (Manor Farm Buildings) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.27 HA  

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  The 

Church (Church of St Matthew) is less than 300m away from the site.  There is a bus route within 600m 

walking distance (785) on Main Road which operates a frequent service (hourly or better) Monday – 

Saturday which goes to both Atherstone and Nuneaton Bus Stations.  There is a village hall which is 

adjacent to the site. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is adjacent to the Village Hall. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no healthcare facilities within Shuttington, with 

people having to travel either to Polesworth or outside the Borough for medical assistance.  There is an 

area of open space at Shuttington Village Hall and also at the Wolferstan Arms.  The T121, T117 and 

T116 footpaths are within easy walking distance of the site.   

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 0.27ha and will have a minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

less than 300m away from St Matthews Church.  The site is within 250m of the Wolferstan Arms Public 

House.  There is a series of footpaths near by and a frequent bus route. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.27 ha and a Greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for possible 

impact upon archaeology and the historic landscape. The site is located immediately to the north east of 

the historic settlement core and would be unlikely to have a significant impact upon any pre-modern 

features. Development here would have no impact upon the settings of St Matthews Church located 200 

metres to the south. Therefore, the development of this site could have a negligible effect overall on this 

objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific 

design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that 

some mitigation may be achieved by a Watching Brief. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is over 250m away but within 

300m of the Local Wildlife Site and SSSI known as Alvecote Pools. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.27ha) sites and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land.  It is currently rough pasture land; therefore a minor negative 

effect is likely in relation to soil. 

No capacity issues are identified at the local STW.  The site lies within a groundwater vulnerability zone, 

a primary/secondary aquifer and a groundwater source drift zone which may have a further minor 

negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (coal) area. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a transport link but 

not a town centre.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small Greenfield site (0.27ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an allocated 

employment site. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  There are no 

schools in Shuttington that are within walking distance. 
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Site Code: SHUT2 (Land RO Milner Drive/Main Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.65HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  The 

Church (Church of St Matthew) is less than 200m away from the site.  There is a bus route within 600m 

walking distance (785) on Main Road which operates a frequent service (hourly or better) Monday – 

Saturday which goes to both Atherstone and Nuneaton Bus Stations.  There is a village hall just over 

350m from the site. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m walking distance of the 

Village Hall. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no healthcare facilities within Shuttington, with 

people having to travel either to Polesworth or outside the Borough for medical assistance.  There is an 

area of open space at Shuttington Village Hall and also at the Wolferstan Arms.  The T116, T117 and 

T109 footpaths are within easy walking distance of the site.   

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is small (0.65ha) and will have a minor positive 

effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

less than 250m away from St Matthews Church.  The site is within 150m of the Wolferstan Arms Public 

House and open space.  There is a series of footpaths near by and a frequent bus route. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.65 ha and a Greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

There is no impact on settings or views of designated assets from this site/area. The HEA indicates that 

this site lies within an area of medium sensitivity to development on relatively undisturbed pasture land 

within the historic core of Shuttington, with good possibility of as yet unrecorded archaeology. There is a 

medium impact on the historic landscape relating to 19C paddock. Therefore, the development of this 

site could have a minor negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.  HEA has suggested possible 

mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation to determine the presence/absence of 

archaeology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is over 250m but  within 300m 

of the Local Wildlife Site and SSSI known as Alvecote Pools. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.65ha) sites and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so could have a minor negative effect in relation to soils.  It is 

currently rough pasture land. 

There are no known capacity issues at the local STW.  However, the site lies within a groundwater source 

drift zone, a primary/secondary aquifer and a groundwater vulnerability zone which may have a further 

minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible (0). 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (coal) area resulting in a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a transport link but 

not a town centre.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small Greenfield site (0.65ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  There are no 

schools within 600m walking distance as there are no schools in Shuttington. 
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Site Code: SHUT3 (Land off Shuttington Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.43HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.   

The Church (Church of St Matthew) is less than 300m away from this site and there is a bus route within 

600m walking distance (785) on Main Road which operates a frequent service (hourly or better) Monday 

– Saturday which goes to both Atherstone and Nuneaton Bus Stations.  There is also a village hall within 

600m of the site.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely overall. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m walking distance of the 

Village Hall so a minor positive effect is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no healthcare facilities within Shuttington, with 

people having to travel either to Polesworth or outside the Borough for medical assistance.  However, 

there is an area of open space at Shuttington Village Hall and also at the Wolferstan Arms, both which 

are within 600m walking distance.  The T116, T117 and T109 footpaths are also within easy walking 

distance of the site.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.43ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  This site is 

less than 300m away from St Matthews Church and is within 150m of the Wolferstan Arms Public House 

and open space.  There is also a series of footpaths nearby and a frequent bus route.  A significant 

positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is small (0.43 ha) but is a greenfield site and so 

it may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

There is no impact on settings or views of designated assets from this site/area. The HEA indicates that 

this site lies within an area of medium sensitivity to development on relatively undisturbed sloping 

pasture land immediately south west of the historic core of Shuttington, with good possibility of as yet 

unrecorded archaeology. There is a low impact on the historic landscape comprising a large modern field. 

Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.  HEA has suggested possible 

mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation to determine the presence/absence of 

archaeology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is within 250m of the Local 

Wildlife Site and SSSI known as Alvecote Pools so development here could have a significant negative 

effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.43ha) and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so a minor negative effect is likely in relation to soil. 

There are no known capacity issues at the local STW but the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone and partly within a primary/secondary aquifer which may have a further minor negative effect in 

relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (including sand and gravel, 

brick clay and building stone) so is likely to have a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre, so is likely to have a minor positive effect overall.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (0.43ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation so is likely to have a minor positive effect overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  There are no 

schools within 600m walking distance as there are no schools in Shuttington so development here could 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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Site Code: SHUT6 (RO/ 2 Church Lane) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.27HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.   

The Church (Church of St Matthew) is less than 100m away from this site.  There is a bus route within 

600m walking distance (number 785) on Main Road which operates a frequent service (hourly or better) 

Monday – Saturday which goes to both Atherstone and Nuneaton Bus Stations.  There is a village hall 

within 450m of the site.  An overall minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  This site is within 450m walking distance of the 

Village Hall so a minor positive effect on this objective is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no healthcare facilities within Shuttington, with 

people having to travel either to Polesworth or outside the Borough for medical assistance.  However. 

there is an area of open space at Shuttington Village Hall and also at the Wolferstan Arms, both which 

are within 600m walking distance.  The T117, T116, T118 and T109 footpaths are within easy walking 

distance of the site.  An overall minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This site is relatively small (0.27ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

less than 150m away from St Matthews Church.  This site is within 25m of the Wolferstan Arms Public 

House.  There is a series of footpaths nearby and two areas of open space.  A significant positive effect is 

therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is small (0.27ha) and a brownfield site and so it 

is likely to have a negligible effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-?  The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this site lies within an area of medium sensitivity to development on relatively 

undisturbed south east sloping pasture land located within the historic core of Shuttington. There is a low 

impact on the historic landscape comprising part of the post 1955 development around Shuttington. 

There is a medium to low impact on the Settings and Views of/from a designated asset with aslight 

impact on the setting of St Matthew’s Church, a Grade 2 Listed Building and views to the south west. The 

site can be partially viewed from this buiilding. Therefore, the development of this site could have a 

minor negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation to determine the presence/absence of 

archaeology. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is within 250m of the Local 

Wildlife Site and SSSI known as Alvecote Pools and may therefore have a significant negative effect on 

this objective.   

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.27ha) sites and on brownfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

minor positive effect on this objective 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is not on Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a negligible effect in relation to 

soil. 

No capacity issues are identified at the local STW.  However, the site lies within a groundwater 

vulnerability and a primary/secondary aquifer zone, which may have a minor negative effect. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  This site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (including sand and gravel, 

building stone and  brick clay) so is likely to have a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre so a minor positive effect is likely overall.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small brownfield site (0.27ha) and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation, so a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  There are no 

schools within 600m walking distance as there are no schools in Shuttington so this site could have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 
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Shustoke 

Site Code: SHUS1 (South of Coleshill Road, Shustoke) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.72HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  

Shustoke Primary School is within 450m of the site.  The Church is not located within the Village but at 

Church End which is almost 2km away from the site (St Cuthberts)  There is a bus route on Shustoke 

Green which operates a frequent service (hourly or better) Monday – Saturday which goes to Coleshill 

parkway, Hams Hall, Coleshill and Sutton Coldfield (Number 757).  The Flexibus 228 goes to Atherstone 

on Tuesday only comes back upon request.  The Flexibus (232) operates on Wednesdays and Fridays and 

travels to Nuneaton Bus Station and George Elliot Hospital – again it only goes once a day and 

passengers mst request to be picked up for the return journey.  The village hall is within 250m of the 

site.  An overall minor positive effect on this objective is likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 250m of the Village Hall so 

will have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are no healthcare facilities within Shustoke, with people 

having to travel either to Coleshill or outside the Borough for medical assistance.  However, there is an 

area of open space at Shustoke Reservoir within 100m walking distance of the site and the M386, M381, 

M380 and M383 footpaths are all within 300 metres of the site.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.72 ha) and so will have a minor 

positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 100m of the Plough Inn Public House.  There is a series of footpaths near by and an area of open 

space at Shustoke Reservoir and a frequent bus route.  A minor positive effect on this objective is 

therefore likey. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.72 ha and a greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that development within the site would have a very high impact on the views and settings 

from the 2 Listed Buildings on site (Croft Farmhouse and the Cottage) and depending on the nature of 

the development, could impact physically upon both of them. The site is of medium sensitivity on the 

possible impacts on the medieval features within the historic core with regards to archaeology and of 

high historic landscape impact upon the historic settlement core and possibly upon Listed Buildings 

leading to a change of character with regards to the historic landscape. Therefore, the development of 

this site could have a significant negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this 

stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known 

until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by Trial 

Trenching. Preservation of Listed Buildings on the site and Screening of Listed Buildings to mitigate 

impact on the setting. 

For this site an assessment of the significance of the key heritage assets and the appropriate design 

response will be necessary at the planning application stage 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 100m of the Local 

Wildlife Site known as Shustoke Reservoir. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.72 ha) sites and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently rough pasture land) so is likely to have a minor 

negative effect in relation to soils. 

Additional capacity may be needed at the local STW.  The site lies within both a drinking water protected 

zone, safeguarded surface water zone, primary/secondary aquifer and a groundwater vulnerability zone 

which may have a significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0  While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (sand and gravel and coal) area. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a transport link but 

not a town centre so is likely to have a minor positive effect on this objective overall.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (0.72ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation so is likely to have a minor positive effect on this objective overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of Shustoke Primary School. 
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Warton 

Site Code: WAR6 (Land adj Barn End Road) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 1.31 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  The 

site is within 310m walking distance of the local convenience store/Post Office and village hall.  There is a 

regular bus service (785) to Atherstone and Nuneaton, and this can be accessed on Maypole Road (within 

600m walking distance).  There is also a Flexibus (219) that operates one service to Atherstone on a 

Tuesday.  The church is within 500m of the site (considerably less if the AE11 footpath is used) and 

Warton Nethersole Primary School is within 150m of the site. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no Doctors Surgery in Warton, with people having to 

go to Polesworth or outside the Borough.  The AE11 footpath passes through the site with the AE12 and 

AE14 being close by There is a recreation ground within 600m at Church Road (adjacent the site). 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 1.31ha and will have a minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m). The site is 

within 500m of both the Hatters Arms and the Boot Inn (also this is for sale and currently closed) and 

within 600m of the recreation ground There are 3 footpaths near by.  The site is also within 600m of a 

range of facilities listed in objective 1. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 1.31 ha and a greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of high sensitivity to development in relation to the severe impact upon 

the medieval remnant landscape with regards to the historic landscape. The site has medium sensitivity 

on the impact of the Ridge and furrow with regards to archaeology. Therefore, the development of this 

site could have a significant negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this 

stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known 

until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by a 

Watching Brief. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 1km of a RIGS site 

known as Roundberry Quarry and a Local Wildlife Site of the same name.  It is also noted that 

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust stated in its consultation response that this site includes BAP priority habitat. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (1.31ha) sites and on greenfield land and is likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective.  Although this site is classed as a Greenfield site, its former use was as 

a waste tip and so there may be contamination issues. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so there is likely to be a minor negative effect in relation to soil.   

There are no known capacity issues at the local STW but the site is within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone so there may be a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology.  It is also noted that, in its 

consultation response in relation to this site, the Environment Agency noted the fact that the site sits on 

a Principal Aquifer and therefore that further site investigation will be required to understand the 

potential impacts in relation to pollution. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Brick Clay and Building 

Stone) resulting in a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a transport link but 

not a town centre.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (1.31ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an allocated 

employment site. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of a school. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 745                June 2014 

Site Code: WAR8 (part) (Land at Orton Road)  Allocated site  RESIDENTIAL 1.17 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  This 

site is not within 600m walking distance of the local convenience store/Post Office or village hall.  There 

is a regular bus service (785) to Atherstone and Nuneaton, and this can be accessed on Maypole Road 

(within 600m walking distance).  There is also a Flexibus (219) that operates one service to Atherstone 

on a Tuesday.  Warton Nethersole Primary School is within 510m of the site, and an overall negligible 

effect is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre so will have a negligible effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no doctors surgery in Warton, with people having to 

go to Polesworth or outside the Borough.  The AE13 footpath is within 170m and the AE12 and AE14 can 

also be reached within 600m; therefore an overall minor positive effect on this objective is likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This site is relatively small (1.17ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  This site is 

within 300m of the Fox and Dogs and there are three footpaths nearby; therefore a minor positive effect 

is likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  This site is 1.17 ha and a greenfield site; therefore it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity in relation to archaeology and a slight impact on historic 

landscape and planned enclosure. Development here would have no impact upon the settings of or views 

from any Listed Buildings. Therefore, the development of this site could have a negligible effect overall 

on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the 

specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA 

noted that some mitigation may be achieved by a Watching Brief. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is not within 1km of any 

biodiversity designations so a negligible effect is likely. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (1.17ha) and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective.  

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-/0 The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so will have a minor negative effect in relation to soils.   

The site does not have any capacity issues and does not contain any hydrological features so will have a 

negligible effect in relation to hydrology and a mixed effect overall.  

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is therefore likely to have a negligible effect on this objective. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 748                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  This site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Brick Clay and Building 

Stone) resulting in a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre so is likely to have a minor positive effect overall. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (1.17ha) and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation, so a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of a school (Warton Nethersole School) so could have a minor positive effect on this 

objective. 

 

Site Code: WAR10 (Land adj Fox and Dogs) Allocated site  RESIDENTIAL 0.85 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  The 

site is within 600m walking distance of the local convenience store/Post Office and village hall.  There is a 

regular bus service (785) to Atherstone and Nuneaton, and this can be accessed on Maypole Road(within 

600m walking distance).  There is also a Flexibus (219) that operates one service to Atherstone on a 

Tuesday.  The Church (Holy Trinity) can be reached within 600m by using the public footpath AE11.  

Warton Nethersole Primary School is within 425m of the site. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no Doctors Surgery in Warton, with people having to 

go to Polesworth or outside the Borough.  The AE13 is adjacent the site and the AE14 footpath is 50m 

away with the AE11 being 150m away. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is small (0.85ha) and will have a minor positive 

effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m). The site is 

adjacent the Fox and Dogs. There are 3 footpaths near by. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 751                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is small (0.85 ha) and greenfield and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity. Development would have no impact upon the settings of 

or views from any Listed Buildings. Therefore, the development of this site could have a negligible effect 

overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the 

specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA 

noted that some mitigation may be achieved by a Watching Brief. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is not within 1km of any of these 

designations.  However, it is noted that Warwickshire Wildlife Trust stated in its consultation response 

that the site supports several BAP priority habitats and that protected species may be an issue at this 

site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.85ha) sites and on greenfield land and is likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-/0 The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land, resulting in a minor negative effect in relation to soil.  

The site does not have any capacity issues at the local STW and is not within any hydrological zones 

resulting in a negligible effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Brick Clay and Building 

Stone) resulting in a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of a school. 
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Site Code: WAR3 (LAND REAR OF TRINITY CLOSE) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.47HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  The 

site is within 155m walking distance of the local convenience store/Post Office and Village Hall (which is 

opposite the Post Office).  There is a regular bus service (785) to Atherstone and Nuneaton, and this can 

be accessed on Maypole Road, within 600m walking distance.  There is also a Flexibus (219) that 

operates one service to Atherstone on a Tuesday.  The Holy Trinity Church is within 60m and the Warton 

Nethersole Primary School is school is within 300m of the site.  A significant positive effect on this 

objective is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre 

so will have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no Doctors Surgery in Warton, with people having to 

go to Polesworth or outside the Borough.  However, the AE11 footpath passes through the Holy Trinity 

Church which is 60m away and there is a recreation ground under 150m away on Church Road, so an 

overall minor positive effect is likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.47ha) and will therefore have a 

minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m). The site is 

within 60m of the Hatters Arms and The Boot Inn Public Houses and it is also within 230m of Warton 

Working Mens Club.  There is a footpath near by.  The site is also within 600m a range of facilities listed 

in objective 1; therefore an overall significant positive effect is likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.47 ha and a greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-?  The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

possible impact upon the settlement core with regards to archaeology and the impact on the medieval 

settlement with regards to the historic landscape and medieval settlement. The land is immediately to 

the south east of the Holy Trinity Church and it is likely that development here would have a medium 

impact upon the setting of and views from Holy Trinity Church. Therefore, the development of this site 

could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage 

uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the 

planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by Trial Trenching 

and Screen Listed Buildings to mitigate impacts on setting.  For this site an assessment of the 

significance of the key heritage assets and the appropriate design response will be necessary at the 

planning application stage 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 600m of a RIGS site 

known as Roundberry Quarry and a Local Wildlife Site of the same name so could have a minor negative 

effect on this objective.  It is noted that, in its consultation response in relation to this site, Warwickshire 

Wildlife Trust commented that the site comprises BAP priority habitat (which should be retained, 

mitigated or as a last resort compensated for) and that protected species may be an issue at the site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.47ha) and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 
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11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so a minor negative effect is likely in relation to soils.   

There are no capacity issues at the local STW.  However, the site lies partly within a primary/secondary 

aquifer which may have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (sand and gravel, building 

stone and brick clay) so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre so is likely to have a minor positive effect on this objective overall.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (0.47ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an allocated 

employment site so is likely to have a minor positive effect on this objective overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is  

within 600m of a school so could have a minor positive effect on this objective. 
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Site Code: WAR5 (Land SE of The Elms, Austrey Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.38HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.   

This site is just within 600m walking distance of the local convenience store and Post Office.  There is a 

regular bus service (785) to Atherstone and Nuneaton, and this can be accessed on Maypole Road within 

600m walking distance.  There is also a Flexibus (219) that operates one service to Atherstone on a 

Tuesday.  The Village Hall is also within 600m of the site (opposite the Post Office).  The church and the 

school are both over 600m away from the site.  An overall minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  This site is within 600m of a community centre 

so a minor positive effect on this objective is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no doctors surgery in Warton, with people having to 

go to Polesworth or outside the Borough.  However, the AE10 and AE11 footpaths are close to the site 

and there is an area of informal open space within 500m at Waverton Avenue.  A minor positive effect is 

therefore likely overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  This site is relatively small (0.38ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 760                June 2014 
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5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  This site is 

within 500m of Warton Working Mens Club and there are 2 footpaths nearby.  A minor positive effect on 

this objective is therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  This site is small (0.38 ha) and a greenfield site and so it 

may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium to low sensitivity for impact on archaeology on a hilltop site, 

occupied by farm buildings with potential for archaeological features. There is a medium to low impact on 

the historic landscape, located within a detached part of 19C settlement. There are no impacts on 

settings or views from designated assets. There is likely to be a minor negative effect on this objective. 

The HEA recommends archaeological monitoring during any future groundworks. However, all effects are 

at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not 

known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by a 

trial trenching to determine the presence/absence of archaeology.  
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9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is within 400m of a RIGS site 

known as Roundberry Quarry and a Local Wildlife Site of the same name.  Development here could, 

therefore, have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. This site is small (0.38ha) and on greenfield land so is  likely to have a minor negative 

effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so a minor negative effect is likely in relation to soils. 

The site does not have any capacity issues but lies within a groundwater and a primary/secondary 

aquifer zone which may have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 
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13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  This site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (sand and gravel, building 

stone and brick clay) so a minor negative effect is likely. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  This site is within 600m of a transport link but 

not a town centre so a minor positive effect is likely overall.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (0.38ha) and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 
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18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation so a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

not within 600m of a school so could have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

Site Code: WAR7 (Land adj Barn End Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 2.03HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.   

This site is within 400m walking distance of the local convenience store/Post Office and village hall.  

There is a regular bus service (785) to Atherstone and Nuneaton, and this can be accessed on Maypole 

Road (within 600m walking distance).  There is also a Flexibus (219) that operates one service to 

Atherstone on a Tuesday.  The church is within 500m of the site (considerably less if the AE11 footpath is 

used) and Warton Nethersole Primary School is within 200m of the site.  A significant positive effect is 

therefore likely. 
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2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre 

so is likely to have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no doctors surgery in Warton, with people having to 

go to Polesworth or outside the Borough.  However, the AE11 footpath passes through the site with the 

AE12 and AE14 being close by and there is a recreation ground at Church Road (adjacent the site).  An 

overall minor positive effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (2.03ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  This site is 

within 500m of both the Hatters Arms and the Boot Inn (also this is for sale and currently closed) and 

within 600m of the recreation ground.  There are three footpaths nearby and the site is within 600m of a 

range of facilities listed in objective 1.  A significant positive effect is therefore likely. 
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7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is relatively small (2.03 ha) but is on greenfield 

land and so it may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to a relatively 

undisturbed field with potential for as yet unrecorded archaeological features. There is a medium to low 

impact on the historic landscape of large irregularly shaped fields formed by planned enclosure plots. 

There are no impacts identified on settings and views of designated assets. Therefore, the development 

of this site could have a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this 

stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known 

until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by a trial 

trenching to determine the presence/absence of archaeology. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  This site is within 1km of a RIGS site 

known as Roundberry Quarry and a Local Wildlife Site of the same name; therefore development could 

have a minor negative effect. 
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  This site is small (1.03ha) but is on greenfield land and so is likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective.  Although this site is classed as a greenfield site, its former use was as 

a waste tip and so there may be contamination issues. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so could have a minor negative effect on this objective in relation 

to soils.   

There are no known capacity issues at the local STW but the site is within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone so there may be a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and so is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible.  
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  This site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (sand and gravel, brick clay 

and building stone) so is likely to have a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  This site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre, so a minor positive effect is likely overall.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small (2.03ha) greenfield site and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 768                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation, so a minor positive effect is likely overall.  

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of a school so could have a minor positive effect. 

 

Site Code: WAR8 (Land at Orton Road) Reasonable alternative site RESIDENTIAL 2.5HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  The 

site not within 600m walking distance of the local convenience store/Post Office and village hall.  There is 

a regular bus service (785) to Atherstone and Nuneaton, and this can be accessed on Maypole Road 

(within 600m walking distance).  There is also a Flexibus (219) that operates one service to Atherstone 

on a Tuesday.  Warton Nethersole Primary School is within 510m of the site. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no Doctors Surgery in Warton, with people having to 

go to Polesworth or outside the Borough.  The AE13 footpath is within 170m and the AE12 and AE14 can 

also be reached within 600m.  

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 2.5ha and will have a minor positive effect. 

 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 300m of the Fox and Dogs. There are 3 footpaths near by. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 2.5 ha and a greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity. Development here would have no impact upon the 

settings of or views from any Listed Buildings. Therefore, the development of this site could have a 

negligible effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be 

influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application 

stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by a Watching Brief. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is not within 1km of any of these 

designations. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (2.5ha) sites and on greenfield land and is likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective.  

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-/0 The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so may have a minor negative effect in relation to soils.   

The site does not have any capacity issues and does not contain any hydrological features so a negligible 

effect is likely in relation to hydrology.  
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0  While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible (0). 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Brick Clay and Building 

Stone) resulting in a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre.  
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16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (2.5ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an allocated 

employment site. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m of a school (Warton Nethersole School). 

 

Site Code: WAR11 (Orton Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 1.9HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 
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1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  The 

site is over 700m walking distance of the local convenience store/Post Office and village hall.  There is a 

regular bus service (785) to Atherstone and Nuneaton, and this can be accessed on Maypole Road 

9within 600m walking distance).  There is also a Flexibus (219) that operates one service to Atherstone 

on a Tuesday.  Warton Nethersole Primary School is within 570m of the site. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is not within 600m of a community 

centre. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no Doctors Surgery in Warton, with people having to 

go to Polesworth or outside the Borough.  The AE13 footpath is within 300m of the site with the AE14 

and AE12 both within 600m of the site. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 1.9ha and will have a minor positive effect. 

 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m). The site is 

within 370m of the Fox and Dogs. There are 3 footpaths near by. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 1.9 ha and a greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The site lies outside of the historic core of the settlement and the HEA found that this site is of medium 

to high sensitivity to development in relation to a relatively undisturbed field with potential for as yet 

unrecorded archaeological features. However, the HEA notes that the southern half of the site contains 

upstanding ridge and furrow earthworks. The site is also of medium to high impact on the historic 

landscape, located within 19C enclosed fields, likely to be the remains of medieval open fields. 

Development would have no impact upon the settings or views from any Listed Building or designated 

assets. Therefore, the development of this site could have a significant negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some 

mitigation may be achieved by recording the upstanding ridge and furrow earthworks prior to 

development and trial trenching to determine the presence/absence of archaeology.  
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9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is not within 1km of any of these 

designations. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (1.9ha) and on greenfield land and is likely to have a minor negative 

effect on this objective.  

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-/0 The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land and is likely to have a minor negative impact on this objective in 

relation to soils.   

The site does not contain any hydrological features so will have a negligible effect in relation to 

hydrology. The overall impact will be mixed as a result. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

- While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 
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13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Brick Clay and Building 

Stone). 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (1.9ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 
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18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

just within 600m of a school. 

Site Code: PS176 (Land at Austrey Road/Curlew Close) Reasonable alternative site option Residential 0.80 ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ 

The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  The 

site is within 275m walking distance of the local convenience store/Post Office and Village Hall (which is 

opposite the Post Office).  There is a regular bus service (785) to Atherstone and Nuneaton, and this can 

be accessed on Maypole Road.  There is also a Flexibus (219) that operates one service to Atherstone on 

a Tuesday.  The Holy Trinity Church is within 450m of the site.   
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2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ 

The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre 

so a minor positive effect is likely. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness + 

Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no doctors surgery in Warton, with people having to 

go to Polesworth or outside the Borough.  However, the AE11 footpath is within 200m of the site at 

Waverton Avenue and there is a recreation ground under 510m away on Church Road.  A minor positive 

effect is therefore likely overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 
+ 

All of the potential residential sites are expected to have positive effects on this objective, due to the 

nature of the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity 

with Core Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The site is small at 0.80 ha and so will have a minor rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 

The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ 

The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 400m of the Hatters Arms and The Boot Inn Public Houses and it is also within 175m of Warton 

Working Mens Club.  There is a footpath nearby at Waverton Avenue and a recreation ground within 

450m of the site.  The site is also within 600m a range of facilities listed in objective 1.  
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7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 
- 

As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations.   

Where development will take place on greenfield land, the character of the local environment is more 

likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, 

effects are uncertain depending on the design of new development and the quality of the landscape. 

This site is small but on greenfield land and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 
-? 

The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity for impact on archaeology on a relatively 

undisturbed arable field located immediately to the north east of the historic core.  There is a medium 

impact on the historic landscape, located in a 19C paddock. There are no impacts on settings or views 

from designated assets. There is likely to be a minor negative effect on this objective. The HEA 

recommends trial trenching to determine the presence/absence of archaeology. However, all effects are 

at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not 

known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved by a 

trial trenching to determine the presence/absence of archaeology. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? 

Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 560m of a RIGS site 

known as Roundberry Quarry and a Local Wildlife Site of the same name so development here may have 

a minor negative effect. 
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- 

This is a relatively small site on greenfield land and so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. -? 

This site is on grade 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a minor negative effect in relation to soil. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW but the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability zone 

and adjacent a primary/secondary aquifer which may have a further minor negative effect in relation to 

hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 

While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 

While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- 

While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area (sand and gravel, building stone and brick clay) 

so will have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 
+ 

The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a transport link but 

not a town centre; therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 
- 

Any new housing development will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size and can therefore accommodate a higher number of 

new households.  However, new developments may offer good opportunities for incorporating sustainable 

waste management practices, and where housing development is proposed on brownfield land, there 

may be good opportunities for using existing buildings and materials.  The site is small but on greenfield 

land and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 0 

While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, this will not be determined by the location of housing developments.  

Therefore, the effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 

 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ 

The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation; therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall. 
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20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? 

The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is  

within 600m of a school so development here may have a minor positive effect. 

Site Code: PS182 (Land at Church Road, Warton) Reasonable alternative site option Residential 0.71 ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ 

The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.  This 

site is within 150m walking distance of the local convenience store/Post Office and 175m of the Village 

Hall (opposite the Post Office).  There is a regular bus service (785) to Atherstone and Nuneaton, and 

this can be accessed on Maypole Road, within 600m walking distance.  There is also a Flexibus (219) that 

operates one service to Atherstone on a Tuesday.  The Holy Trinity Church is within 40m.  A significant 

positive effect is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ 

The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre 

so is likely to have a minor positive effect. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness + 

Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no doctors surgery in Warton, with people having to 

go to Polesworth or outside the Borough.  However, the AE11 footpath passes through the Holy Trinity 

Church which is 40m away and there is a recreation ground under 20m away on Church Road.  A minor 

positive effect is therefore likely overall. 
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4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 
+ 

All of the potential residential sites are expected to have positive effects on this objective, due to the 

nature of the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity 

with Core Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The site is relatively small (0.71ha) and so will have a minor rather than significant positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 

The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ 

The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  This site is 

within 60m of the Hatters Arms and The Boot Inn Public Houses and it is also within 230m of Warton 

Working Mens Club.  There is a footpath and recreation ground nearby.  The site is also within 600m a 

range of facilities listed in objective 1.  A significant positive effect is therefore likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- 

As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations.   

Where development will take place on greenfield land, the character of the local environment is more 

likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, 

effects are uncertain depending on the design of new development and the quality of the landscape. 

The site is small but on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 
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8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? 

The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity for impact on archaeology on a relatively 

undisturbed arable field located immediately to the north east of the historic core.  There are medium 

impacts on the setting and views to the north west of the designated asset the Church of the Holy 

Trinity, a Grade 2 Listed building. There is a low impact on the historic landscape, located in a large post 

war field. There is likely to be a minor negative effect on this objective. The HEA recommends screening 

of development from the listed building and/or sympathetic design to mitigate impact on setting and 

views. 

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some 

mitigation may be achieved by a trial trenching to determine the presence/absence of archaeology. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? 

Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 450m of a RIGS site 

known as Roundberry Quarry and a Local Wildlife Site of the same name so development here could have 

a minor negative effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- 

Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  This is a relatively small site on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 
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11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. -? 

The site is on grade 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a minor negative effect in relation to soil. 

There are no capacity issues at the local STW; however the site lies partly within both a groundwater 

vulnerability and a primary/secondary aquifer zone which may have a further minor negative effect in 

relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 

While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 

While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- 

While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area (sand and gravel, building stone and brick clay) 

so will have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 
+ 

The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre; therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 
- 

Any new housing development will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size and can therefore accommodate a higher number of 

new households.  However, new developments may offer good opportunities for incorporating sustainable 

waste management practices, and where housing development is proposed on brownfield land, there 

may be good opportunities for using existing buildings and materials.  The site is small but on greenfield 

land and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 0 

While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, this will not be determined by the location of housing developments.  

Therefore, the effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 

 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ 

The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation; therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? 

The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is  

within 600m of a school so development here may have a minor positive effect. 
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Site Code: PS184 ( Land at Austrey Road, Warton) Reasonable alternative site option Residential 4.38 ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ 

The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

This site is within 350m walking distance of the local convenience store and Post Office.  There is a 

regular bus service (785) to Atherstone and Nuneaton, and this can be accessed on Maypole Road within 

400m walking distance.  There is also a Flexibus (219) that operates one service to Atherstone on a 

Tuesday.  The Village Hall is also within 350m of the site (opposite the Post Office) and the church and 

school (Warton Nethersole Primary) are 500m away.  A significant positive effect is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ 

The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre 

so is likely to have a minor positive effect. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness + 

Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no doctors surgery in Warton, with people having to 

go to Polesworth or outside the Borough.  However, the AE10 and AE11 footpaths are close to the site 

and there is an area of informal open space within 500m at Waverton Avenue.  A minor positive effect is 

therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 
+ 

All of the potential residential sites are expected to have positive effects on this objective, due to the 

nature of the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity 

with Core Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The site is relatively small (4.38 ha) and so will have a minor rather than significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 

The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 
++ 

The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 500m of Warton Working Mens Club and there are two footpaths nearby.  The site is also within 

600m of a range of facilities in objective 1 and a significant positive effect is likely overall. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. - 

As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is relatively small (4.38 ha) but is on greenfield 

land and so it may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? 

The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity for impact on archaeology on a relatively 

undisturbed pasture and arable field located 60m to the north west of the historic core.  There are no 

impacts on the setting and views of any designated. There is a medium impact on the historic landscape, 

located within the remains of 19C planned enclosure fields. There is likely to be a minor negative effect 

on this objective.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA noted that some 

mitigation may be achieved by a trial trenching to determine the presence/absence of archaeology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? 

Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 250m of a RIGS site 

known as Roundberry Quarry and a Local Wildlife Site of the same name, so development here could 

have a significant negative effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- 

Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor negative 

effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. -? 

The site is on grade 3 agricultural land and so is likely to have a negligible effect in relation to soil. 

The site does not have any capacity issues but lies within a groundwater vulnerability groundwater 

source drift and a primary/secondary aquifer zone which may have a further minor negative effect in 

relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 

While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 

While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- 

While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area (sand and gravel, building stone and brick clay) 

so will have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. + 

The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions. The site is within 600m of a transport link but 

not a town centre; therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 
- 

Any new housing development will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size and can therefore accommodate a higher number of 

new households.  However, new developments may offer good opportunities for incorporating sustainable 

waste management practices, and where housing development is proposed on brownfield land, there 

may be good opportunities for using existing buildings and materials. The site is small and greenfield and 

so is likely to have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 0 

While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, this will not be determined by the location of housing developments.  

Therefore, the effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 

 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ 

The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation; therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? 

The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   The site is 

within 600m of Warton Nethersole Primary School so development here could have a minor positive 

effect.  
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Whitacre Heath 

Site Code: WH1 (Land adj 72 Nether Cottage) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.2HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.   

There is a regular bus service (75) which operates to Coleshill and Sutton Coldfield. The Flexibus 216 

offers one service on a Thursday to Ventura Park and Tamworth.  The 223 offers a single service every 

Monday to Coleshill and Solihull and the 228 offers a single service to Atherstone on a Tuesday.  The Post 

Office is on Station Road under 570m away.  The Church Hall and Methodist Church can be reached 

within 600m. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

There is no Doctors Surgery in Whitacre Heath, with people having to travel to surrounding areas. The 

AE395 footpath is within 300m of the site.  There is a recreation ground 500m away at Birmingham 

Road. There is a cricket pitch and pavilion within 300m of the site but this would probably not be publicly 

available to everyone. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is small (0.2ha) and will have a minor positive effect.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime and 

antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 300m of The Swan Public House and 480m of the Station Inn.  There are footpaths near 

by and also a recreation ground/children’s play area around 530m away and a Cricket club and pitch 

approximately 275m away. The Church Hall and adjoining Social club however lie over 650m away 

although the Methodist Church is just over 600m away (610 to 615).   

7. Valuing, enhancing and protecting 

the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

-? As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.2ha and a greenfield site and so it may have 

a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and protecting 

the quality and distinctiveness of the 

built environment, including the 

cultural heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for possible 

impact upon the buried ridge and furrow with regards to archaeology and the impact on large fields of 

modern origin with regards to the historic landscape.   The site has clear views of two listed structures 

(Railway Bridges) that are located 290 metres to the north and 310 metres to the south of the site 

respectively.  Development here was assessed as having a low impact upon the setting of and views from 

both of these listed buildings. Therefore, the development of this site could have a negligible effect 

overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the 

specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA 

noted that some mitigation may be achieved by a Watching Brief. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and protecting 

the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

The site is within 700m of a Local Wildlife Site/ SSSI known as Whitacre Heath Nature Reserve.   

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously developed 

land, buildings and existing physical 

infrastructure in sustainable 

locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.2ha) site and on greenfield land and is likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? The site is not on agricultural land, being primarily gardens and allotments serving existing dwellings and 

will have a negligible effect in relation to soils.   

The site is within a primary/secondary aquifer and a groundwater vulnerability zone which may have a 

significant negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of climate 

change whilst implementing a 

managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

--? While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is within flood zone 3 meaning that a significant negative effect is likely. 

There are no other sites available within the village that lie outside the Level 2 or 3 floodzones. The 

whole of the village is currently affected by the EA floodzones. Areas outside the village unaffected by the 

floodzone lie well outside of the current development boundary and area, and are also within Green Belt 

land affected by National Policy and Core strategy constraints on development. A planning application 

submitted by the Environment Agency for flood defences along the River Tame to address this issue has 

been approved and once implemented, the flooding issue will be lessened although the Environment 

Agency noted in its previous consultation response that the site will still be at risk from flooding in events 

greater than the 1 in 200 year event.   

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (sand and gravel) resulting in 

minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (0.2ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation so a minor positive effect is likely.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

There are no schools within Whitacre Heath and hence none within walking distance of this site.   
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Wood End 

Site Code: WE1A (Land off Boulters Lane) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 0.18HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.    The 

site is within 450m of the Local Post Office. Wood End Community Centre is within 250m of the site. The 

nearest church is within 600m (St Michaels and All Angels Church).  There are a number of Bus Routes at 

various locations, although some of them offer very limited service.  The 115 operates from Wood End 

Working Mens Club, less than 300m away and this operates a frequent service to Coleshill Parkway, 

Minworth Asda and Birmingham.  The bus route outside the Post Office and this operates to Ventura Park 

and Tamworth Town centre (although the first bus does not operate until after 1300 hours) and this is 

less than 450m away. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no Doctors Surgery in Wood End.  The nearest 

footpaths are the AE267 and AE68 and they are within 150m of the site.  The nearest open space is over 

600m away at the rear of Pinewood Avenue. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 0.18ha and will have a minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

just over.  The site is within 300m of Wood End Working Mens Club.  The nearest open space is over 

600m away.  The AE267 and AE68 footpaths pass close to the site.  The site is also within 600m of the 

facilities listed in objective 1. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.18 ha and a Greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for possible 

impact upon archaeology and the historic landscape as the site is located in a large rectilinear field of 

modern origin.  Therefore, the development of this site could have a negligible effect overall on this 

objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific 

design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 500m of Edge Hill Wood 

which is a designated Local Wildlife Site and within 700m of Copes Rough (Local Wildlife Site).  It is also 

within 1km of a SSSI at Kingsbury Wood. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.18ha) and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a minor negative 

effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a minor negative effect in relation to soils. 

Additional capacity may be needed at Hurley STW.  The site also lies within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone so there may be a significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Brick Clay and Building Sand) 

and is likely to have a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small Greenfield site (0.18ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

just over 600m walking distance of Wood End Primary school. 

Site Code: WE3/4 (Land off Tamworth Road) Allocated site RESIDENTIAL 1.14 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.    The 

site is within 550m of the Local Post Office. Wood End Community Centre is within 300m of the site. 

Wood End Primary School is over 600m from the site.  There are a number of Bus Routes at various 

locations, although some of them offer very limited service, the route just outside the Post Office (within 

600m) operates to Ventura Park and Tamworth Town centre (although the first bus is not until after 1300 

hours).  The 115 operates from Wood End Working Mens Club, 350m away and this operates a frequent 

service to Coleshill Parkway, Minworth Asda and Birmingham. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no Doctors Surgery in Wood End.  The nearest open 

space is almost 700m away at the rear of Pinewood Avenue. The T67 footpath is within 160m of the site. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 1.14ha and will have a minor positive effect 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 350m of Wood End Working Mens Club.  There is a footpath close to the site and it is within 600m 

of facilities listed in objective 1. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

-? As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 1.14 ha and a Greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for possible 

impact upon Islington Farm with regards to archaeology and fields to the east of the development are 

also modern in origin and there would be no impact upon the historic landscape as a whole. Therefore, 

the development of this site could have a negligible effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects 

are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not 

known until the planning application stage. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 700m of Copes Rough 

and Edge Hill Wood which are both designated Local Wildlife Sites. It is also within 1km of a SSSI/ Local 

Wildlife Site at Kingsbury Wood. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (1.14ha) sites and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 807                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a minor negative effect in relation to soils. 

Additional capacity may be needed at Hurley STW and the site lies within a primary/secondary aquifer, 

groundwater source drift zone and a groundwater vulnerability zone which may have a significant 

negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect.  

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

_ All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small Greenfield site (1.14ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

not within 600m walking distance of Wood End Primary school. 
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Site Code: WE1 (Land at Delves Farm) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 8.3HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.     

The site is within 20m of the Local Post Office. Wood End Community Centre is within 250m of the site. 

Wood End Primary School is within 600m of the site. The nearest church is within 250m (St Michaels and 

All Angels Church).  There are a number of Bus Routes at various locations, although some of them offer 

very limited service,  the nearest route is just outside the Post Office and this operates to Ventura Park 

and Tamworth Town centre (although the first bus does not operate until 1300 hours).  The 115 operates 

from Wood End Working Men’s Club, less than 200m away and this operates a frequent service to 

Coleshill Parkway, Minworth Asda and Birmingham. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

There is no Doctors Surgery in Wood End.  The nearest open space is 300m away at the rear of Pinewood 

Avenue.  The AE267,AE68,T65 and T66 footpaths pass close to the site. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The site is 8.3ha and will have a minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 20m of the Local Post Office. The site is around 240m from the Village Hall/Community 

centre and is within 600m of Wood End Primary and St Michaels and All Angels Church.  The site is within 

160m of Wood End Working Men’s Club.  The nearest open space is 300m away at the rear of Pinewood 

Avenue.  The AE67 and AE68 footpaths pass close to the site. A significant positive effect is achieved. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.   

The site is 8.3 ha and a Greenfield site and so it may have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this area is of medium sensitivity, with large undisturbed pasture fields on a north 

west facing slope. There is some potential for as yet unrecorded archaeological features. There is a low 

impact on the historic landscape within large rectilinear fields of modern origin. There is no impact on 

settings or views from designated assets. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor 

negative effect on this objective.    

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.  Trial trenching is recommended 

to determine the presence/absence of archaeology. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

The site is within 100m of Edge Hill Wood which is a designated Local Wildlife Site and within 1km of 

Copes Rough (Local Wildlife Site).  It is also within 1km of a SSSI/ Local Wildlife Site at Kingsbury Wood. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (8.3ha) sites and on greenfield land and is likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land.  It is currently rough pasture land and is likely to have a minor 

negative impact on this objective in relation to soil. 

There are no known capacity issues at the local STW.  The site is within a groundwater vulnerability zone 

so may have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology.  

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site lies outside of the flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect on this objective.  

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small Greenfield site (8.3ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible.  

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an allocated 

employment site. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site is within 600m walking distance of Wood End Primary school. 
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Site Code: WE1B (Land RO 19-41 Tamworth Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 1:00HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.    The 

site is within 20m of the Local Post Office. Wood End Community Centre is within 250m of the site. Wood 

End Primary School is within 600m of the site. The nearest church is within 250m (St Michaels and All 

Angels Church).  There are a number of Bus Routes at various locations, although some of them offer 

very limited service,  the nearest route is just outside the Post Office and this operates to Ventura Park 

and Tamworth Town centre (although the first bus is not until after 1300 hours).  The 115 operates from 

Wood End Working Mens Club, less than 200m away and this operates a frequent service to Coleshill 

Parkway, Minworth Asda and Birmingham. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no Doctors Surgery in Wood End.  The nearest open  

space is 300m away at the rear of Pinewood Avenue.  The AE267 and AE68 footpaths pass close to the 

site. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 1.00ha and will have a minor positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 160m of Wood End Working Mens Club.  The nearest open space is 300m away at the rear of 

Pinewood Avenue.  The AE267 and AE68 footpaths pass close to the site. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 1.0 ha and a Greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this area is of medium sensitivity, with large relatively undisturbed pasture fields 

on a north west facing slope. There is some potential for as yet unrecorded archaeological features. 

There is a low impact on the historic landscape within large rectilinear fields of modern origin. There is no 

impact on settings or views from designated assets. Therefore, the development of this site could have a 

minor negative effect on this objective.    

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.  Trial trenching is recommended 

to determine the presence/absence of archaeology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 250m of Edge Hill Wood 

which is a designated Local Wildlife Site and within 1km of Copes Rough (Local Wildlife Site).  It is also 

within 1km of a SSSI/Local Wildlife Site at Kingsbury Wood. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (1.0ha) sites and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land.  It is currently rough pasture land and is likely to have a minor 

negative impact on this objective in relation to soil. 

There are no known capacity issues at the local STW.  The site is within a groundwater vulnerability zone 

so may have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site lies outside of the flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, and is likely to have a negligible effect on this 

objective. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible (0). 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area(Brick Clay and Building 

Stone). 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small Greenfield site (1.0ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

within 600m walking distance of Wood End Primary school. 
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Site Code: WE2 (Land at Wood End) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 15.83HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.    

The site is just within 600m of the Local Post Office.  Wood End Community Centre is within 475m of the 

site.  Wood End Primary School is over 600m from the site.  There are a number of Bus Routes at various 

locations, although some of them offer very limited service, the route just outside the Post Office (within 

600m) operates to Ventura Park and Tamworth Town centre (although the first bus is not until gone 

1300 hours).  The 115 operates from Wood End Working Mens Club, 500m away and this operates a 

frequent service to Coleshill Parkway, Minworth Asda and Birmingham. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  

There is no Doctors Surgery in Wood End.  The nearest open space is 600m away at the rear of Pinewood 

Avenue. The AE267,AE68,T65 and T66 footpaths pass close to the site. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The site is 15.83 and will have a significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

just over 460m from the village hall and 500m from the Wood End Working Mens club. There are a 

number of footpaths close to the site. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

--? As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.   

The site is 15.83 ha and a Greenfield site and so it may have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this area is of medium sensitivity, with relatively undisturbed fields of rough 

pasture on a hilltop location. There is some potential for as yet unrecorded archaeological features. There 

is a low impact on the historic landscape within large post war field. The south east corner is assarted 

(converted) land from former woodland. There is no impact on settings or views from designated assets. 

Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this objective.    

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.  Trial trenching is recommended 

to determine the presence/absence of archaeology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

The site is within 100m of Copes Rough which is a designated Local Wildlife Site.  It is also within 1km of 

a SSSI/ Local Wildlife Site at Kingsbury Wood. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is large (15.53ha) sites and on greenfield land and is likely to have a significant 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land.  It is currently rough pasture land and is likely to have a minor 

negative impact on this objective in relation to soil. 

There are no known capacity issues at the local STW.  The site is within a groundwater vulnerability zone 

so may have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site lies outside of the flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, and is likely to have a negligible effect on this 

objective. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a large Greenfield site (15.83ha) and is likely to have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site is not within 600m walking distance of Wood End Primary school or any other schools.   

 

 

  



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 824                June 2014 

Site Code: WE3 (Land off Tamworth Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.2HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.    The 

site is just within 600m of the Local Post Office. Wood End Community Centre is within 350m of the site. 

Wood End Primary School is over 600m from the site.  There are a number of Bus Routes at various 

locations, although some of them offer very limited service, the route just outside the Post Office (within 

600m) operates to Ventura Park and Tamworth Town centre (although the first bus is not until gone 

1300 hours).  The 115 operates from Wood End Working Mens Club, 400m away and this operates a 

frequent service to Coleshill Parkway, Minworth Asda and Birmingham. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no Doctors Surgery in Wood End.  The nearest 

openspace is 700m away at the rear of Pinewood Avenue. The T67 footpath is close to the site. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 0.2ha and will have a minor positive effect. 

 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 825                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 400m of Wood End Working Mens Club.  There is a footpath close to the site and it is within 600m 

of facilities listed in objective 1. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

-? As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.2 ha and a Greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for possible 

impact upon Islington Farm with regards to archaeology and fields to the east of the development are 

also modern in origin and there would be no impact upon the historic landscape as a whole. Therefore, 

the development of this site could have a negligible effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects 

are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not 

known until the planning application stage. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 826                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 500m of Copes Rough 

and within 700m of Edge Hill Wood which are both designated Local Wildlife Sites. It is also within 1km of 

a SSSI/ Local Wildlife Site at Kingsbury Wood. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.2ha) sites and on greenfield land and is likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a minor negative effect in relation to soils. 

Additional capacity may be needed at Hurley STW and the site lies within a primary/secondary aquifer, 

groundwater source drift zone and a groundwater vulnerability zone which may have a significant 

negative effect in relation to hydrology. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 827                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0  While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre.  



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 828                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

_ All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small Greenfield site (0.2ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

not within 600m walking distance of Wood End Primary school. 

 

  



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 829                June 2014 

Site Code: WE4 (Land ro of Tamworth Road and 115 Tamworth Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 0.94HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.    The 

site is within 550m of the Local Post Office. Wood End Community Centre is within 300m of the site. 

Wood End Primary School is over 600m from the site.  There are a number of Bus Routes at various 

locations, although some of them offer very limited service, the route just outside the Post Office (within 

600m) operates to Ventura Park and Tamworth Town centre (although the first bus is not until after 1300 

hours).  The 115 operates from Wood End Working Mens Club, 350m away and this operates a frequent 

service to Coleshill Parkway, Minworth Asda and Birmingham.  An overall minor positive effect on this 

objective is therefore likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre 

so is likely to have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no Doctors Surgery in Wood End.  The nearest open 

space is almost 700m away at the rear of Pinewood Avenue.  However, the T67 footpath is within 160m 

of the site so an overall minor positive effect is likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is relatively small (0.94ha) and will therefore have a 

minor rather than significant positive effect. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 830                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 350m of Wood End Working Mens Club.  There is a footpath close to the site and it is within 600m 

of facilities listed in objective 1 so a significant positive effect is likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

-? As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.94 ha and a greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for possible 

impact upon Islington Farm with regards to archaeology and fields to the east of the development are 

also modern in origin and there would be no impact upon the historic landscape as a whole. Therefore, 

the development of this site could have a negligible effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects 

are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not 

known until the planning application stage. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 831                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 700m of Copes Rough 

and Edge Hill Wood which are both designated Local Wildlife Sites. It is also within 1km of a SSSI/ Local 

Wildlife Site at Kingsbury Wood.  Therefore, a minor negative effect may occur. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.94ha) site and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so a minor negative effect is likely in relation to soil.   

Additional capacity may be needed at Hurley STW and the site lies within a primary/secondary aquifer, 

groundwater source drift zone and a groundwater vulnerability zone which may have a significant 

negative effect in relation to hydrology. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 832                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Brick clay and building sand). 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre so an overall minor positive effect is likely.  



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 833                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

_ All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small greenfield site (0.94ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation so an overall minor positive effect is likely. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

not within 600m walking distance of Wood End Primary school so could have a minor negative effect on 

this objective. 

 

 

 

 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 834                June 2014 

Site Code: WE5 (RO The Oaks, Laurel Court) Reasonable alternative site option  RESIDENTIAL 0.26HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

++ The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.    The 

site is within 20m of the Local Post Office. Wood End Community Centre is within 400m of the site. The 

nearest church is within 400m (St Michaels and All Angels Church).  There are a number of Bus Routes at 

various locations, although some of them offer very limited service,  the nearest route is just outside the 

Post Office and this operates to Ventura Park and Tamworth Town centre (although the first bus is not 

until gone 1300 hours).  The 115 operates from Wood End Working Mens Club, less than 310m away and 

this operates a frequent service to Coleshill Parkway, Minworth Asda and Birmingham. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There is no Doctors Surgery in Wood End.  The nearest open 

space is 420m away at the rear of Pinewood Avenue.  The T171 footpath is within 600m of  the site. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 0.26ha and will have a minor positive effect. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 835                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is 

within 310m of Wood End Working Mens Club.  The nearest open space is 420m away at the rear of 

Pinewood Avenue.  The T171 footpath is within 600m of  the site. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  The site is 0.26 ha and a Greenfield site and so it may 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this area is of medium sensitivity, on relatively undisturbed flat pasture land. 

There is some potential for as yet unrecorded archaeological features. There is a low impact on the 

historic landscape within large modern rectilinear field. There is no impact on settings or views from 

designated assets. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this 

objective.    

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.  Trial trenching is recommended 

to determine the presence/absence of archaeology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.  The site is within 150m of Edge Hill Wood 

which is a designated Local Wildlife Site and within 1km of Copes Rough (Local Wildlife Site).  It is also 

within 1km of a SSSI/ Local Wildlife Site at Kingsbury Wood. The site also lies within 100m of a tree with 

a TPO. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is small (0.26ha) sites and on greenfield land and is  likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land.  It is currently rough pasture land and is likely to have a minor 

negative impact on this objective in relation to soil. 

There are no known capacity issues at the local STW.  The site is within a groundwater vulnerability zone 

so may have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

This site lies outside of the flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, and is likely to have a negligible effect on this 

objective. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Brick Clay and Building 

Stone) and so is likely to have a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is within 600m of a public transport 

link but not a town centre.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a small Greenfield site (0.26ha) and is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is  within 600m of a bus service/route but not an allocated 

employment site. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The site is 

not within 600m walking distance of Wood End Primary school. 
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Site Code: WE7 (Land off Tamworth Road) Reasonable alternative site option RESIDENTIAL 18.16HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of potential development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing sites are within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars.    .  

Wood End Community Centre/Village Hall is within 600m of the site. Wood End Primary School is over 

600m from the site.  There are a number of Bus Routes at various locations, although some of them offer 

very limited service, the route just outside the Post Office (over 600m away) operates to Ventura Park 

and Tamworth Town centre (although the first bus is not until gone 1300 hours).  The 115 operates from 

Wood End Working Men’s Club, within 600m and this operates a frequent service to Coleshill Parkway, 

Minworth Asda and Birmingham. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing sites will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The site is within 600m of a community centre. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing sites that are within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

There is no Doctors Surgery in Wood End.  The nearest open space is over 600m away at the rear of 

Pinewood Avenue. The T67, T63 and T64 footpaths pass close to the site. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

++ The potential residential site is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.  The site is 18.16ha and will have a significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the housing sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing sites (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is just 550m from the Wood End Village Hall and 590m from the Wood End Working Men’s Club.  

There are a number of footpaths close to the site. This generates a minor positive effect on this 

objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

--? As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential housing sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.   

The site is 18.16 ha and a Greenfield site and so it may have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA indicates that this area is of medium sensitivity, with relatively undisturbed fields of pasture on 

a south east facing slope. There is some potential for as yet unrecorded archaeological features. There is 

a low impact on the historic landscape within large post war fields. There is a medium to low impact on 

the setting and views to the north west of the designated asset of Green Farmhouse, a Grade 2 Listed 

Building. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this objective.    

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.  Trial trenching is recommended 

to determine the presence/absence of archaeology. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

The site contains part of Copes Rough which is a designated Local Wildlife Site and Area of Ancient 

Woodland. Development of the entire site would affect part of this designated area. This area/designation 

would therefore need to be avoided and amounts to approximately 0.6 ha.  It is also within 1km of a 

SSSI/ Local Wildlife Site at Kingsbury Wood. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites. The site is large (18.16ha) sites and on greenfield land and is likely to have a significant 

negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a minor negative effect in relation to soils. 

Additional capacity may be needed at Hurley STW and the site is within a groundwater vulnerability zone, 

groundwater source drift zone and a primary/secondary aquifer which may have a significant negative 

effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

- While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, development of new housing on greenfield land would increase 

the area of impermeable surfaces and could therefore increase overall flood risk, particularly where the 

sites are large in size or are within high risk flood zones.   

The site is greenfield outside of the flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, and is likely to have a minor negative effect.  

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed residential sites on this SA objective will be negligible (0). 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area (Brick Clay and Building 

Stone). 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the housing sites to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of which 

are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect levels 

of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

The site is within 600m of a public transport link but not a town centre.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a large Greenfield site (18.16ha) and is likely to have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The location of the site will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the Borough. 

However, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The site is within 600m of a bus service/route but not an employment 

site allocation. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.   

The site is not within 600m walking distance of Wood End Primary school nor any other school.   
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2 Green Belt Infill Boundary Options 

Middleton (Green Belt Infill Boundary) Allocated in the Plan RESIDENTIAL Unknown area - between 1 and 2 potential infill plots/units 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of residential development could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing is within walking distance (600m) of community 

services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to access those 

facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to reach services 

and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

There is a shop but no post office within the village.  St John the Baptist Church of England is within 

walking distance of the proposed infill area.  The nearest bus route, the 216, is within reasonable walking 

distance but only has services on one day in the week.  There are no other community facilities within 

walking distance of 600m and a negligible effect on this objective is likely overall. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing development will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where 

there are community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and 

voluntary groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The village hall is within walking distance of the proposed infill area; therefore there is likely to be a 

minor positive effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing developments within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are footpaths within walking distance of the proposed 

infill area, with PROW T15 cutting through the centre of the village.  However, there are no healthcare 

facilities within 600m.  There is therefore likely to be a minor positive effect on this objective overall. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ All residential development is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The potential infill sites are all likely to be well below 5ha, being infill plots only capable of 

accommodating single units and a minor rather than significant positive effect is therefore likely. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within new housing developments which, depending on design and 

the use of appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night.  However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing developments (rather they 

will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the proposed 

infill boundaries on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of housing developments on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

St John the Baptist Church of England and the village hall is within easy walking distance of the proposed 

infill area.  There is an equipped play area and recreation field to the rear of the village hall and access to 

footpaths leading to surrounding countryside.  The Green Man pub is also within reasonable walking 

distance of most of the proposed infill area.  Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely overall. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- 
The infill sites are likely to be mainly small greenfield sites, being ex gardens or green field gaps between 
existing dwellings and so will have a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) that has been used to assess the likely effects of housing 

sites on this objective cannot be used to determine the likely effects of development within the infill 

boundary as specific sites are not yet determined.  However, the village contains a number of listed 

buildings including the St John the Baptist Church of England, all of which are within 250m of most of the 

proposed infill area and all of which are within 450m.  As any infill sites will be within the historic core of 

the village and may have an impact on the archaeology or setting of listed buildings or other assets in 

the village, there may be a minor negative effect for this objective. However, all effects are at this stage 

uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the 

planning application stage.   

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing developments within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

Significant parts of the proposed infill area are between 275m and 1km of the Ancient Woodland at 

Roger’s Coppice to the south. There may therefore be a minor negative effect on this objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The infill sites are likely to be mainly greenfield site, being ex gardens or green field 

gaps between existing dwellings below 5ha and so will have a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--?/0 

 

The infill sites are likely to be mainly Greenfield site, being ex gardens or green field gaps between 

existing dwellings of small size sufficient to accommodate a single dwelling.  There is land in this area 

that is classed as Grade 2 agricultural land; therefore there could be a significant negative effect in 

relation to soils although this is uncertain. 

There are no capacity issues identified at the local STW and the settlement lies outside a groundwater 

vulnerability or protection zone.  A negligible effect on this objective in relation to soils is therefore likely. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  The proposed infill area is outside of flood zones 2 and 3 and so a 

negligible effect on this objective is likely. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed infill boundaries on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of housing development is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

Sites within the proposed infill area are likely to be mainly greenfield sites, being ex gardens or green 

field gaps between existing dwellings and may be within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area for sand 

and gravel (See fig A2 - British Geological Survey (BGS) map of Warwickshire County Council's Mineral 

Safeguarding Areas (MSAs), which will have a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

- The proximity of housing developments to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of 

which are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect 

levels of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The proposed infill area is  more than 

600m from both regular public transport links and a town centre and development within the area is 

therefore likely to have a minor negative effect 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. The infill sites are likely to be mainly small greenfield sites, being ex gardens or green 

field gaps between existing dwellings and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing development will not affect this objective 

and the effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing development will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  

While housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all proposed infill boundaries will be negligible.  

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

- While the location of housing development will not influence the number of employment opportunities in 

the Borough, the proximity of new housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can 

affect people’s ability to access jobs.  The proposed infill area is not within walking distance (600m) of 

either regular public transport links or one or more of the allocated employment sites in the Site 

Allocations DPD and so residential development there will have a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of new housing to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects 

will depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  There is a 

nursery school within the village providing early years care and education but there is no primary school 

or other school/college within the village and residential development within the proposed infill area may 

therefore have a minor negative effect. 
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Lea Marston (Green Belt Infill Boundary) Allocated in the Plan RESIDENTIAL Unknown area - between 1 to 4 potential infill plots/units 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

-- The location of potential housing development sites could affect this objective by influencing people’s 

ability to physically access services and facilities.  Where housing development takes place within walking 

distance (600m) of community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be 

more easily able to access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will 

enable residents to reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of 

private cars. 

The nearest shops lie over 600m away from the potential infill area.  The nearest bus route, the 216 and 

223, is within reasonable walking distance but only has services on two days in the week.  There are no 

other community facilities within walking distance of 600m.  There is therefore likely to be a significant 

negative effect on this objective. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing development will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where 

there are community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and 

voluntary groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

There is no community centre/village hall within the village.  There is therefore likely to be a negligible 

effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing development that is within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure 

that residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and 

cycle routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot 

or by bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are footpaths within walking distance of the 

village although there are no healthcare facilities within 600m.  There is therefore likely to be a minor 

positive effect overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ All residential development is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The potential infill sites are all likely to be well below 5ha, being infill plots only capable of 

accommodating single units and a minor rather than significant positive effect is therefore likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the development which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing development, rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site, and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential developments on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of potential housing developments on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of 

open space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  There are 

no cultural or built recreational assets within easy walking distance of the village.  However, there is an 

equipped play area to the south of the village and access to footpaths leading to surrounding 

countryside.  There is therefore likely to be a minor positive effect overall. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- The infill sites are likely to be mainly greenfield site, being ex-gardens or greenfield gaps between 

existing dwellings and so will have a minor negative effect.  

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) that has been used to assess the likely effects of housing 

sites on this objective cannot be used to determine the likely effects of development within the infill 

boundary as specific sites are not yet determined.  However, as any infill sites will be within the historic 

core of the village and may have an impact on the archaeology or setting of listed buildings or other 

assets in the village, it is likely that there would be a minor negative effect on this objective.  However, 

all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, 

which is not known until the planning application stage.   
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing development within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site have 

the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  Conversely, there 

may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include green 

infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the potential for 

an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and may even 

result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on each site, or 

undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be determined at 

this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals are developed 

and submitted as part of a planning application.   

Significant parts of the village are within 250m of the Whitacre Heath SSSI and Nature Reserve and 

Ancient Woodland at Such Wood to the south.  There may therefore be a significant negative effect on 

this objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The infill sites are likely to be mainly greenfield sites, being ex-gardens or greenfield 

gaps between existing dwellings below 5ha and so a minor negative effect is likely. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

-? 

 

The infill sites are likely to be mainly greenfield sites, being ex-gardens or green field gaps between 

existing dwellings of small size sufficient to accommodate a single dwelling.  Some land in this area is 

classed as Grade 3 agricultural land; therefore there may be a minor negative effect in relation to soils 

although this is currently uncertain. 

There are no capacity issues identified at the local STW.  However, the site lies within a groundwater 

vulnerability zone which may have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, development of new housing on greenfield land would increase 

the area of impermeable surfaces and could therefore increase overall flood risk, particularly where the 

sites are large in size or are within high risk flood zones.  The infill sites are likely to be mainly small 

sites, being ex-gardens or green field gaps between existing dwellings, outside of flood zone 2 or 3 and 

so will have a negligible effect on this objective. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed infill boundaries on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing 

development is not expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the 

energy efficiency of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, 

development within Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire 

Minerals Core Strategy) may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the 

Borough.  

The infill sites may be within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area for sand and gravel, which will have 

a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

- The proximity of the housing developments to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of 

which are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect 

levels of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  Development within this infill boundary 

would be more than 600m from both regular public transport links and a town centre and is therefore 

likely to have a minor negative effect. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where developments are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials.  The infill sites are likely to be mainly small greenfield sites and so will have a minor 

negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing developments will not affect this objective 

and the effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing sites will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  While 

housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all residential sites will be negligible (0 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

- While the location of housing developments will not influence the number of employment opportunities in 

the Borough, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The proposed infill area is not within walking distance (600m) of either 

regular public transport links or any of the allocated employment sites in the Site Allocations DPD and so 

a minor negative effect is likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of sites to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects will 

depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  The proposed 

infill area is more than 600m from any school or college and development within that area may therefore 

have a minor negative effect. 

Corley Moor (Green Belt Infill Boundary) Discounted alternative optionRESIDENTIAL Unknown area - between 1 and 10 potential infill 
plots/units 

This is a “Discounted Option” (DO) for a Green Belt Infill boundary.  The village is of a disjointed nature with sporadic groups of dwellings across a significant 

area and may be more accurately classed as a hamlet or series of hamlets including Corley Ash.  Providing multiple Green Belt Infill boundaries or a few large 

ones may create a potential for significant numbers of infill plots that would be unrelated to any clear village centre or services and have a significant impact 

on the openness of the Green Belt, conflicting with the aims of the Core Strategy and NPPF. 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

-- The location of housing development could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where new housing is within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

There is a no shop or post office within the village.  There is no Church or nearby village hall within 

reasonable walking distance of most areas of the proposed infill area. The nearest bus route, the 735, is 

within reasonable walking distance; however only has a maximum of 4 services between 07:57 and 

17:50 so cannot be described as comprehensive.  Other route services, 17B, operate only once a day.  

There are no other community facilities within walking distance and a significant negative effect on this 

objective is likely overall. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of new housing will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where there are 

community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and voluntary 

groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

There is no village hall or community facility within reasonable walking distance of most areas of the 

potential infill boundary.  There is therefore likely to be a negligible effect on this objective. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ New housing within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that residents 

have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle routes 

may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by bicycle, 

thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are a number of footpaths within walking distance of the village, 

including PROW M293 and M294 cutting through the village.  No healthcare facilities lie within 600m of 

the proposed infill area, therefore there is likely to be a minor positive effect overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ 

 

All residential development is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The potential infill sites are all likely to be well below 5ha, being infill plots only capable of 

accommodating single units and a minor rather than significant positive effect is therefore likely. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 

incorporation of green space within the developments which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of new housing (rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential infill 

boundaries on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of housing developments on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

Corley Parish Church and the village hall are not within reasonable walking distance of the centre of the 

village and there are no other community facilities or recreational playing fields/open spaces within 

reasonable walking distance of the village.  However, there are numerous footpaths enabling access into 

the surrounding countryside within easy walking distance and the Bull and Butcher pub/restaurant is 

within reasonable walking distance of most areas within the proposed infill boundary.  The Red Lion a 

little further out between 300m to 600m away from most potential sites.  There may therefore be a 

minor positive effect overall on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- 
The infill sites are likely to be mainly greenfield site, being ex gardens or green field gaps between 
existing dwellings and so will have a minor negative effect.   

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) that has been used to assess the likely effects of housing 

sites on this objective cannot be used to determine the likely effects of development within the infill 

boundary as specific sites are not yet determined.    Howeber, the village is near to two listed properties, 

Moor Farm and Windmill Farm, around 250m or more from some potential infill plots within the village.  

Any infill sites will be within the historic core of the village and may have an impact on the archaeology 

or setting of listed buildings or other nearby historic assets, although the dispersed nature of the 

settlement will reduce any impact, therefore there may be a minor negative effect on this objective.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.   

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Housing developments within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

Birchley Hayes area of ancient woodland lies around 400m to 1km from potential infill sites within the 

proposed boundary area.  There are some potential Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation but 

nothing yet designated within 1km and no SSSI’s either, so there may be a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The infill sites are likely to be mainly greenfield sites, being ex gardens or green field 

gaps between existing dwellings below 5ha and so will have a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? 

 

The infill sites are likely to be mainly greenfield site, being ex gardens or green field gaps between 

existing dwellings of small size sufficient to accommodate a single dwelling.  There is land in this area 

that is classed as Grade 2 agricultural land therefore there may be a  significant negative effect on this 

objective in relation to soils although this is uncertain.  

There are no capacity issues identified at the local STW.   However, the site lies within a groundwater 

vulnerability zone and groundwater source protection zone which may have a further minor negative 

effect in relation to hydrology.  

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of new housing will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  These factors 

would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and whether renewable 

energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not be known until 

planning applications come forward.  Developments in certain locations, however, may be more 

vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of climate change (such as flooding).  Sites within the proposed 

infill boundary would beoutside of flood zones 2 and 3 and so will have a negligible effect on this 

objective. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed infill boundaries on this SA objective will be negligible(. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

0 While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of housing development is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The infill sites are likely to be mainly greenfield sites, being ex gardens or green field gaps between 

existing dwellings and are not within 250m of any Minerals Safeguarding or minerals consultation area. 

There is therefore likely to be a negligible effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

- The proximity of housing developments to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of 

which are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect 

levels of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  Sites within the proposed infill area will 

be more than 600m from both regular public transport links and a town centre and a minor negative 

effect is therefore likely. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials.  The infill sites are likely to be mainly small greenfield sites, being ex gardens or green 

field gaps between existing dwellings and so a minor negative effect is likely. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing developments will not affect this objective 

and the effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing development will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  

While housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all proposed infill boundaries will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

- While the location of new housing will not influence the number of employment opportunities in the 

Borough, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  Sites within the proposed infill area will not be within walking distance 

(600m) of either regular public transport links or one or more of the allocated employment sites in the 

Site Allocations DPD and so a minor negative effect is likely. 
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20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of new housing to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects 

will depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  There is 

no primary school or other school provision within the village.  There could therefore be a minor negative 

effect on this objective. 

Nether Whitacre (Green Belt Infill Boundary) Discounted alternative option RESIDENTIAL Unknown area - between 1 and 5 potential infill 
plots/units 

This is a “Discounted Option” (DO) for a Green Belt Infill boundary.  The village is of a disjointed nature with sporadic groups of dwellings across a significant 

area and may be more accurately classed as a hamlet or series of hamlets creating Nether Whitacre.  Providing multiple Green Belt Infill boundaries or a few 

large ones may create a potential for significant numbers of infill plots that would be unrelated to any clear village centre or services and have a significant 

impact on the openness of the Green Belt, conflicting with the aims of the Core Strategy and NPPF. 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of housing development could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing development is within walking distance (600m) 

of community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

There is a no shop or post office within the village and there is no village hall within reasonable walking 

distance of most potential infill sites within the proposed infill boundary although the Church of St Giles is 

centrally placed in the village.  The nearest bus route, the 757, is within reasonable walking distance of 

most of the proposed infill area and the main built areas but only has a maximum of five services 

between 06:54 and 15:42 so cannot be described as comprehensive.  Other route services, 228/223, 

operate only once a day one day a week.  There are no other community facilities within walking distance 

of 600m and an overall negligible effect on this objective is likely. 
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2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing developments will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where 

there are community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and 

voluntary groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

There is no village hall or community facility within reasonable walking distance of the proposed infill 

boundary area.  There is therefore likely to be a negligible effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing developments within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are a number of footpaths within walking distance of 

the village, including PROW M406 and M411 passing through or near the village.  However, no healthcare 

facilities lie within 600m of the site.  There is therefore likely to be a minor positive effect overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ All residential development is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The potential infill sites are all likely to be well below 5ha, being infill plots only capable of 

accommodating single units and a minor rather than significant positive effect is therefore likely. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within new housing developments which, depending on design and 

the use of appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night.  However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing developments (rather they 

will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the proposed 

infill boundaries on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of housing development on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

St Giles Church is within reasonable walking distance of the centre of the village.  There are numerous 

footpaths enabling access into the surrounding countryside within easy walking distance.  The Dog Inn 

pub is within reasonable walking distance (200 to 300m) of most of the proposed infill area, with the 

Gate Inn and Whitacre Garden centre (including café/restaurant) a little further out between 250m to 

600m or more away from most of the infill area.  There are no other community facilities or recreational 

playing fields/open spaces within reasonable walking distance of the village.  There is likely to be a minor 

positive effect overall as few if any sites within the proposed infill area would be within walking distance 

of three or more recreational or cultural facilities. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

-  

The infill sites are likely to be mainly greenfield sites, being ex-gardens or green field gaps between 
existing dwellings and so will have a minor negative effect.  

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) that has been used to assess the likely effects of housing 

sites on this objective cannot be used to determine the likely effects of development within the infill 

boundary as specific sites are not yet determined.   However, the village contains a number of listed 

properties, including St Giles Church, Church House Farm and Church End Farm, within 250m or less of 

some potential infill plots within the village, others being around 400m or more away.  As any infill sites 

will be within the historic core of the village and may have an impact on the archaeology or setting of 

listed buildings or other assets in the village, there may be a minor negative effect for this objective. 

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.   
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9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0? Housing developments within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

The nearest area of biodiversity importance is the Hoggrils End Marsh SINC and Lady Walk Nature 

Reserve, both over 1km away.  There are no sites of geodiversity importance within 1km of the proposed 

infill area and there may therefore be a negligible effect on this objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where housing development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than 

development on brownfield sites.  The infill sites are likely to be mainly greenfield site, being ex-gardens 

or green field gaps between existing dwellings below 5ha and so will have a minor negative effect. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? 

 

The infill sites are likely to be mainly greenfield sites, being ex-gardens or green field gaps between 

existing dwellings of small size sufficient to accommodate a single dwelling.  There is land in this area 

that is classed as Grade 2 agricultural land; therefore there may be a significant negative effect in 

relation to soils although this is uncertain. 

There are no capacity issues identified at the local STW.  However, the site lies partially within a 

groundwater vulnerability zone that may have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology.   
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing developments will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate 

change.  These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, 

and whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which 

will not be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  The proposed infill boundary area is outside of flood zones 2 and 3 

and so a negligible effect on this objective is expected. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed infill boundaries on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

0 While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

Sites within the proposed infill boundary are likely to be within 250m of Minerals Safeguarding Areas for 

brick clay and sand and gravel as indicated on Fig A16 British Geological Society Warwickshire MSA’s.  

There is therefore likely to be a minor negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

- The proximity of housing development to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of 

which are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect 

levels of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  Sites within the proposed infill boundary 

are more than 600m from both regular public transport links and a town centre and a minor negative 

effect is therefore likely. 
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16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing development will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where developments are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials.  Sites within the proposed infill boundary are likely to be mainly small greenfield sites, 

being ex gardens or green field gaps between existing dwellings and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing development will not affect this objective 

and the effects of all of the proposed infill boundaries on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing developments will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  

While housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all proposed infill boundaries will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

- While the location of housing development will not influence the number of employment opportunities in 

the Borough, the proximity of new housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can 

affect people’s ability to access jobs.  Sites within the proposed infill boundary would not be within 

walking distance (600m) of either regular public transport links or one or more of the allocated 

employment sites in the Site Allocations DPD and so a minor negative effect is likely. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of new housing to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects 

will depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  There is 

no primary school or other school provision within the settlement; therefore there could be a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 
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Astley (Green Belt Infill Boundary) Discounted alternative option RESIDENTIAL Unknown area - between 1 to 5 potential infill plots/units 

This is a “Discounted Option” (DO) for a Green Belt Infill boundary.  The village is of a fairly compact nature with some larger gaps between groups of 

dwellings and may be more accurately classed as a hamlet.  The lack of clear infill plots and the need to avoid pressure for inappropriate development on 

large plots/gaps between dwelling groups (potentially accommodating more than 1 dwelling) that may have a significant impact on the openness of the Green 

Belt, conflicts with the aims of the Core Strategy and NPPF. 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of potential housing developments could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability 

to physically access services and facilities.  Where housing development takes place within walking 

distance (600m) of community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be 

more easily able to access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will 

enable residents to reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of 

private cars. 

There is a no shop or post office within the village.  However, the Church of St Mary the Virgin and the 

Astley Reading Room and Community centre (formerly Astley Church of England School) are within 

reasonable walking distance of most potential infill sites within the village.  The nearest bus route, the 

232, is within reasonable walking distance of most potential sites but only has one service on Wednesday 

and Friday, so is a very limited service.   There are no other community facilities within walking distance 

of the proposed infill area, therefore there is likely to be a minor positive effect on this objective overall. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing development will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where 

there are community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and 

voluntary groups to access space for meetings and other activities.  The Astley Reading Room, 

Community centre (formerly Astley Church of England School) is within reasonable walking distance of 

most potential infill sites within the village.  There is therefore likely to be a minor positive effect on this 

objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing development within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The footpath M342 is within walking distance of the village 

accessing the surrounding countryside.  However, there are no healthcare facilities within 600m of the 

site and there is likely to be a minor positive effect overall. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ All residential development is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The potential infill sites are all likely to be well below 5ha, being infill plots only capable of 

accommodating single units and a minor rather than significant positive effect is therefore likely. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the development which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing development, rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site, and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential developments on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential housing development on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision 

of open space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the 

new development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and 

cultural assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The 

Church of St Mary the Virgin and the Astley Reading Room, Community centre (formerly Astley Church of 

England School) are within reasonable walking distance of most potential infill sites within the village and 

the footpath M342 is within walking distance of the village accessing the surrounding countryside.  

However, there are no other community facilities or recreational playing fields/open spaces within 

reasonable walking distance of the settlement.  There is therefore likely to be a minor positive effect 

overall. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- 
The infill sites are likely to be mainly Greenfield sites, being ex-gardens or green field gaps between 
existing dwellings, and so allocating the infill boundary is likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) that has been used to assess the likely effects of housing 

sites on this objective cannot be used to determine the likely effects of development within the infill 

boundary as specific sites are not yet determined.  However, the village is near to a number of Grade II 

listed properties, including the Church of St Mary the Virgin, Astley Castle stable block and Astley Castle 

itself, recently renovated (a moated Grade2* listed property and scheduled ancient monument), all of 

which are within 250m of potential infill plots within the village.  There could, therefore, be a significant 

negative effect on this objective.  

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing developments within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

There are two Regionally Important Geological sites within 250m of infill plots within the village, Astley 

Castle Dark Lane and the Moat.  There are also some potential Sites of Importance for Nature 

Conservation at Astley Castle moat and Astley Pool; therefore overall there may be a significant negative 

effect on this objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The infill sites are likely to be mainly greenfield sites, being ex-gardens or greenfield 

gaps between existing dwellings below 5ha and so will have a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? 

 

The infill sites are likely to be mainly greenfield sites, being ex gardens or green field gaps between 

existing dwellings of small size sufficient to accommodate a single dwelling.  Some land in this area is 

classed as Grade 2 agricultural land; therefore there may be a significant negative effect in relation to 

soils although this is currently uncertain. 

There are no capacity issues identified at the local STW; however the site lies within a groundwater 

vulnerability zone that may have a further minor negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, development of new housing on greenfield land would increase 

the area of impermeable surfaces and could therefore increase overall flood risk, particularly where the 

sites are large in size or are within high risk flood zones.  The infill sites are likely to be mainly small 

sites, being ex-gardens or green field gaps between existing dwellings, outside of flood zone 2 or 3 and 

so will have a negligible effect on this objective. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed infill boundaries on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing sites is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The infill sites are likely to be mainly greenfield sites, being ex-gardens or greenfield gaps between 

existing dwellings and are within 250m of Minerals Safeguarding areas for brick clay and building stone.  

There is therefore likely to be a minor negative effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

- The proximity of the housing developments to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of 

which are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect 

levels of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The infill boundary is more than 600m 

from both regular public transport links and a town centre and so is likely to have a minor negative 

effect. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials.  The infill sites are likely to be mainly small greenfield sites and so will have a minor 

negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing development will not affect this objective 

and the effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing developments will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  

While housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all potential infill boundaries will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

- While the location of housing development will not influence the number of employment opportunities in 

the Borough, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  The infill sites are not within walking distance (600m) of either regular 

public transport links or one or more of the allocated employment sites in the Site Allocations DPD and so 

will have a minor negative effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of new housing to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects 

will depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  There is 

no primary school or other school provision within the settlement; therefore there is likely to be a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

Corley (Green Belt Infill Boundary) Discounted alternative option RESIDENTIAL Unknown area - between 1 and 20 potential infill plots/units 

This is a “Discounted Option” (DO) for a Green Belt Infill boundary.  The village is of a disjointed nature with sporadic groups of dwellings across a significant 

area.  Providing multiple Green Belt Infill boundaries or a few large ones may create a potential for significant numbers of infill plots that would be unrelated 

to any clear village centre or services and have a significant impact on the openness of the Green Belt, conflicting with the aims of the Core Strategy and 

NPPF. 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ The location of residential development could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where new housing is within walking distance (600m) of 

community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

There is a no shop or post office within the village although the Corley Parish Church and nearby village 

hall is within reasonable walking distance of most potential infill sites within the village.  The nearest bus 

route, the 735, is within reasonable walking distance but only has a maximum of four services between 

07:57 and 17:50 so cannot be described as comprehensive.  Other route services, 17B, operate only 

once a day.  There are no other community facilities within walking distance of 600m. There is therefore 

likely to be an overall minor positive effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

+ The location of housing development will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where 

there are community centres within close proximity of housing, it may be easier for community and 

voluntary groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The Corley village hall is within reasonable walking distance of most areas of the proposed infill boundary 

area.  There is therefore likely to be a minor positive effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing developments within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are footpaths within walking distance of the village, 

PROW M325 and M253 cutting through the village.  However, to healthcare facilities lie within 600m of 

the proposed infill boundary area; therefore there is likely to be a minor positive effect on this objective 

overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ 

 

All residential development is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The potential infill sites are all likely to be well below 5ha, being infill plots only capable of 

accommodating single units and a minor rather than significant positive effect is therefore likely. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within new housing developments which, depending on design and 

the use of appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night.  However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing developments (rather they 

will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the proposed 

infill boundaries on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of housing development on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  

Corley Parish Church and the village hall are within reasonable walking distance of the centre of the 

village but not all areas of the proposed infill boundary area.  There is a bowling green to the rear of the 

village hall, equipped play area opposite and access to footpaths leading to surrounding countryside.  The 

Corley Cricket club also lies around 400m to 500m from many potential infill sites. However, the nearby 

Horse and Jockey pub is further than 600m reasonable walking distance of most potential infill sites.  

There may therefore be a minor positive effect overall. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- 
The infill sites are likely to be mainly Greenfield sites, being ex gardens or green field gaps between 
existing dwellings, and so will have a minor negative effect.  

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) that has been used to assess the likely effects of housing 

sites on this objective cannot be used to determine the likely effects of development within the infill 

boundary as specific sites are not yet determined.  However, the village contains or is near a number of 

listed properties, including Corley Parish Church, Church farm and Corley Manor within 250m of many 

potential infill plots within the village, others being around 500m to 600m away.  As any infill sites will be 

within the historic core of the village and/or may have an impact on the archaeology or setting of listed 

buildings or other assets in the village, there may be a minor negative effect on this objective.  However, 

all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, 

which is not known until the planning application stage.   
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Housing developments within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include 

green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application.   

There are no national or local designated biodiversity sites within 1km of any potential infill sites within 

the village; however there is a Regional Important Geological Site, ‘Corley Cutting’, within 200m of the 

approximate centre of the village, near the church.  Therefore, there may be a significant negative effect 

on this objective from development within the proposed infill boundary. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The infill sites are likely to be mainly greenfield sites, being ex gardens or green field 

gaps between existing dwellings below 5ha and so will have a minor negative effect. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? 

 

The infill sites are likely to be mainly greenfield sites, being ex-gardens or green field gaps between 

existing dwellings of small size sufficient to accommodate a single dwelling.  There is land in this area 

that is classed as Grade 2 agricultural land; therefore housing development within the proposed infill 

boundary could have a significant negative effect although this is currently uncertain. 

There are no capacity issues identified at the local STW.   However, the site lies within a groundwater 

vulnerability and groundwater protection zone; therefore there may be a further minor negative effect in 

relation to hydrology.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing developments will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate 

change.  These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, 

and whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which 

will not be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  Sites within the proposed infill boundary would all be outside of flood 

zones 2 or 3 and a negligible effect on this objective is therefore likely. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the proposed infill boundaries on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

0 While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of new housing is not expected 

to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency of buildings 

and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within Minerals 

Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) may 

sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

Sites within the proposed infill boundary would not be within 250m of any Minerals Safeguarding or 

minerals consultation area.  There is therefore likely to be a negligible effect on this objective. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

- The proximity of the housing development to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of 

which are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect 

levels of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   Sites within the proposed infill boundary 

would be more than 600m from both regular public transport links and a town centre and a minor 

negative effect is therefore likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials.  The infill sites are likely to be mainly small greenfield sites, being ex-gardens or green 

field gaps between existing dwellings, and so a minor negative effect is likely. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of housing development will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all potential infill boundaries on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing developments will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  

While housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all proposed infill boundaries will be negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

- While the location of housing developments will not influence the number of employment opportunities in 

the Borough, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  Sites within the proposed infill boundary are not within walking distance 

(600m) of either regular public transport links or one or more of the allocated employment sites in the 

Site Allocations DPD and so there is likely to be a minor negative effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of new housing to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects 

will depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  There is 

no primary school within the village - there is the Corley Centre, which is a specialist school for students 

with complex social and communication difficulties, but there are no general primary or secondary schools. 

There could therefore be a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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Furnace End (Green Belt Infill Boundary) Discounted alternative option RESIDENTIAL Unknown area - between 1 to 3 potential infill 

plots/units 

This is a “Discounted Option” (DO) for a Green Belt Infill boundary.  The village is compact and there is very limited opportunity to achieve or identify 

potential infill plots for single dwellings. 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of residential development could affect this objective by influencing people’s ability to 

physically access services and facilities.  Where housing development is within walking distance (600m) 

of community services and facilities, residents (particularly those without cars) will be more easily able to 

access those facilities.  Good public transport links will also be beneficial as they will enable residents to 

reach services and facilities that are further away without having to rely on the use of private cars. 

There is a shop (Butchers) but no post office within the village.  The St. Leonard’s Church of England and 

adjoining village hall is beyond reasonable walking distance of most potential infill sites within the village, 

being over 600m from the centre of the village.  The nearest bus route, the 757, is within reasonable 

walking distance but only has 6 services between 06:57 and 15:45 so cannot be described as 

comprehensive.  There are no other community facilities within walking distance of 600m.  There is 

therefore likely to be a negligible effect on this objective overall. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of housing development will not have a significant effect on this objective; however where 

there are community centres within close proximity of housing it may be easier for community and 

voluntary groups to access space for meetings and other activities.   

The village hall is not within walking distance of most potential infill sites within the village.  There is 

therefore likely to be a negligible effect on this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Housing development within walking distance (600m) of health services and facilities will ensure that 

residents have good access to healthcare, while close proximity to open spaces and footpaths and cycle 

routes may encourage residents to lead more active lifestyles and to make more journeys on foot or by 

bicycle, thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  There are footpaths within walking distance of the village, 

PROW M392 and M449 cutting through the village.  However there are no healthcare facilities within 

600m; therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

+ 

 

All residential development is expected to have a positive effect on this objective, due to the nature of 

the proposed development and it is assumed that housing development will be in conformity with Core 

Strategy policy NW5: Affordable Housing.   

The potential infill sites are all likely to be well below 5ha, being infill plots only capable of 

accommodating single units and a minor rather than significant positive effect is therefore likely. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new housing developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such 

as the incorporation of green space within the development which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of housing development, rather they will be 

determined through the detailed proposals for each site, and so the effects of all of the potential 

residential developments on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of housing developments on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of open 

space and green infrastructure (as well as other recreational and cultural facilities) within the new 

development, which is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural 

assets will also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  St Leonard’s 

Church of England and the village hall is not within reasonable walking distance of the centre of the 

village.  However, there is an equipped play area and recreation field to the rear of the village hall and 

access to footpaths leading to surrounding countryside.  The Bull Inn pub/restaurant is also within 

reasonable walking distance of most potential sites.  There may therefore be a minor positive effect on 

this objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

- 
The infill sites are likely to be mainly greenfield sites, being ex-gardens or greenfield gaps between 
existing dwellings and so will have a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) that has been used to assess the likely effects of housing 

sites on this objective cannot be used to determine the likely effects of development within the infill 

boundary as specific sites are not yet determined.  However, the village contains or is near a number of 

listed properties, including the Bull Inn and adjoining Cheshire Cottages and the small Furnace End 

bridge, a designated Scheduled Ancient Monument.  These assets are all within 250m of most likely infill 

plots within the village.  As any infill sites will be within the historic core of the village and may have an 

impact on the archaeology or setting of listed buildings or other assets in the village, there may be a 

minor negative effect on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be 

influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application 

stage.   

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0? Housing development within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site has 

the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  Conversely, there 

may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if housing developments include green 

infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the potential for 

an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and may even 

result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on each site, or 

undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be determined at 

this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals are developed 

and submitted as part of a planning application.   

There are no national or local designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites within 1km of any potential 

infill sites within the village. There may therefore be a negligible effect on this objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The infill sites are likely to be mainly greenfield site, being ex gardens or green field 

gaps between existing dwellings below 5ha and so will have a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? 

 

The infill sites are likely to be mainly greenfield sites, being ex-gardens or green field gaps between 

existing dwellings of small size sufficient to accommodate a single dwelling.  Some land in this area is 

classed as Grade 2 agricultural land; therefore development within the proposed infill boundary could 

potentially have a significant negative effect although this is uncertain. 

There are no capacity issues identified at the local STW; however the site lies within a groundwater 

vulnerability zone and groundwater source protection zone that may have a further minor negative effect 

in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing developments will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate 

change.  These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, 

and whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which 

will not be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, development of new housing on greenfield land would increase 

the area of impermeable surfaces and could therefore increase overall flood risk, particularly where the 

sites are large in size or are within high risk flood zones.  The infill sites are likely to be mainly small 

sites, being ex-gardens or green field gaps between existing dwellings, outside of flood zones 2 or 3 and 

so will have a negligible effect on this objective. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new residential development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new housing on efficient 

energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing development; therefore the 

effect of all of the potential infill boundaries on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new residential development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential housing 

development is not expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the 

energy efficiency of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, 

development within Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire 

Minerals Core Strategy) may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the 

Borough.  

The infill sites are likely to be mainly greenfield sites, being ex-gardens or green field gaps between 

existing dwellings and may be within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding area for brick clay and building 

stone (See fig A13 and A15 - British Geological Survey (BGS) map of Warwickshire County Council's 

Mineral Safeguarding Areas (MSAs), which will have a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

- The proximity of the housing developments to services, facilities and employment opportunities (many of 

which are likely to be located in town centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, could affect 

levels of car use and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The proposed infill boundary is more 

than 600m from both regular public transport links and a town centre and residential development within 

that area is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new housing developments will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of the 

location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where housing 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. The infill sites are likely to be mainly small Greenfield sites, being ex-gardens or green 

field gaps between existing dwellings, and so will have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing developments will not affect this objective 

and the effects of all potential infill boundaries on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of housing developments will not affect the success and flexibility of the local economy.  

While housing provision may affect the size of the local workforce, this is considered separately under SA 

objective 19 below; therefore the effects of all potential infill boundaries will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

- While the location of housing development will not influence the number of employment opportunities in 

the Borough, the proximity of housing to employment opportunities and public transport links can affect 

people’s ability to access jobs.  Sites within the infill boundary would not be within walking distance 

(600m) of either regular public transport links or one or more of the allocated employment sites in the 

Site Allocations DPD and so residential development within the boundary would have a minor negative 

effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

-? The effects of housing development on this objective will depend on the availability of school and college 

places to serve the growing population, which will depend in part on whether new places are provided as 

part of the new housing development, which is unknown at this stage.  Effects will also depend on the 

proximity of new housing to existing schools and colleges, although there are uncertainties as the effects 

will depend on there being capacity at those schools and colleges to accommodate new pupils.  There is 

no primary school or other school/college within the village and residential development within the 

proposed infill boundary may therefore have a minor negative effect. 
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3 Employment Site Options 

Site Code: ARL4 (Land at Spring Hill Industrial Estate) PO EMPLOYMENT 2.7HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ While a safeguarded employment site is not expected to have a significant effect on this objective, where 

employment sites are within walking distance (600m) of community services and facilities employees will 

be more easily able to access these services and facilities during breaks and before and after work.     

The site lies approximately 455m from St Michaels C of E church and Community centre and 425m from 

the bus stop and route of the 17/18 to Nuneaton (an approximately hourly service) and 735 to Coventry 

(a limited daily service). The Gun Hill infant school also lies just within reasonable walking distance at 

570m away, with the post office a little further at 650m.  Therefore, the future development of this site 

for employment uses is likely to have a minor positive effect. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of a safeguarded employment site is not considered likely to affect this objective. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Employment sites that are within walking distance (600m) of existing open spaces, footpaths and cycle 

routes will ensure that employees have good access to walking and cycle links which may encourage 

them to commute on foot or by bicycle and to be active outdoors in open space during breaks from work, 

thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  This site immediately adjoins a footpath PROW, M444, leading to 

Dafferns Wood Open Space and Nature Reserve approximately 185m away.  There is also a recreation 

ground at Gun Hill/St Michaels approximately 425m away.  Therefore, the future development of this site 

for employment uses is likely to have a significant positive effect.  

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

0 The location of a safeguarded employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 It is possible that the provision of new job opportunities resulting from safeguarding an employment site 

for redevelopment could help to improve overall levels of prosperity in the Borough; therefore reducing 

the levels of crime, although this is an indirect effect and cannot be assumed.  The effects of new 

employment developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 

incorporation of green space within the employment sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night when 

employment sites are likely to be quiet.  However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of a 

safeguarded employment site (rather they will be determined through the detailed proposals for each 

site) and so the effect on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential employment sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of 

open space and green infrastructure within the new development (which could be used by employees), 

and this is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural assets will 

also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

This site is within 200m of open space and the M444 footpath, 180m from the Fir Tree Pub and 

approximately 450m from St Michaels Church and community .  Therefore, the future development of 

this site for employment uses is likely to have a minor positive effect. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 The site is a relatively small (2.7 ha) brownfield site and so its redevelopment will have a negligible 

effect on landscape. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

0 The potential for employment development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District6.  This study considered the 

sensitivity of the towns and villages in North Warwickshire to development and assessed the likely effects 

of development at each of the preferred site options on archaeology, heritage features such as listed 

buildings (including their setting and views from the designated asset) and historic landscapes. However, 

all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, 

which is not known until the planning application stage.   

The HEA found that this site is of low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for impacts on 

archaeology and historic landscape. Therefore, the future development of this site for employment uses 

could have a negligible effect on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they 

will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning 

application stage.   

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Employment sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if employment developments 

include green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application. 

This site is within 50m of Dafferns Wood, a proposed Local Nature reserve, Local Wildlife site and Ancient 

Woodland so future employment development here may have a significant negative effect.  Natural 

England commented on this in its consultation response in relation to this site and suggested that the use 

of an undeveloped buffer area be considered.  Other potential designated sites lie over 500m to 770m 

away at Gorse Spinney and allotments near Hill Top. 

                                                
6
 Oxford Archaeology (2014) A Historic Environment Assessment of Potential Development Areas within North Warwickshire. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ Where development takes place on greenfield land, considered to represent a less efficient use of land 

than development on brownfield sites.  The site is 2.7ha ha on brownfield land and is likely to have a 

minor positive effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? The site is not and has not previously been in agricultural use; therefore a negligible effect is likely in 

relation to soils. 

The site is within a principal or secondary aquifer, a groundwater source drift zone, a safeguarded 

surface water zone and within a groundwater vulnerability zone.  There are no capacity issues at the local 

STW.  Therefore, a minor negative effect could occur in relation to hydrology, and a mixed effect is likely 

overall. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 This site is outside of any flood zone and so the future redevelopment of the site for employment uses 

would have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new employment development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, the 

redevelopment of this site may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation 

and it is assumed that any new development will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in 

accordance with policy NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of 

new employment development on efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of 

new development; therefore the effect of all of the proposed employment sites on this SA objective will 

be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While the redevelopment of this site for employment uses is likely to increase the consumption of natural 

resources through construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential 

employment sites is not expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more 

on the energy efficiency of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, 

development within Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire 

Minerals Core Strategy) may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the 

Borough.  

This site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding (Brick clay/Sand and Gravel and Building Stone) 

and/or Minerals Consultation area which will have a minor negative effect. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the employment sites to services, facilities and housing developments (most of which 

are likely to be concentrated in the larger service centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, 

could affect levels of car use by employees and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  This site lies 

approximately 425m from the bus stop and route of the 17/18 to Nuneaton (an approximately hourly 

service) and 735 to Coventry (a limited daily service).  However, the site is not within walking distance of 

an employment allocation therefore a minor positive effect is likely overall. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 The future redevelopment of this site will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation.  However, 

new developments may offer good opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management 

practices, and as this site is brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This site is relatively small (2.7ha ha) and on brownfield land, so a negligible effect is likely. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the redevelopment 

of this site, the location of potential employment sites will not affect this objective and the effects of all 

sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

+ Safeguarding this site for redevelopment for employment use is likely to have a positive effect on this 

objective by providing new and modern developments in which businesses can locate. This site is 

relatively small at 2.7ha and is therefore likely to have a minor rather than significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ Safeguarding this site for redevelopment for employment use is likely to have a positive effect on this 

objective by ensuring that new job opportunities are provided to match the population growth that will 

result from housing development through residential site allocations. This site is relatively small at 2.7ha 

and is therefore likely to have a minor rather than significant positive effect. 

 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+ The effects of new employment development on this objective are likely to be positive as it should result 

in improved opportunities for work-based training and skills development.  The extent of the positive 

effect will be affected by the size of the safeguarded employment site as larger sites are likely to offer 

particularly good opportunities for higher numbers of people to obtain new skills and training 

opportunities.  This site is relatively small at 2.7ha and is therefore likely to have a minor rather than 

significant positive effect. 
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Site Code: DOR10 (Playing Fields South of A5) Allocated site EMPLOYMENT 3.45 HA’S 

This site comprises a group of playing fields currently used by Dordon Football Club and the Miners Social Welfare facility alongside. It lies within an area of 

significant Employment allocations in the Site Allocations Plan. As the site may eventually be surrounded by employment development there is the 

opportunity to re-locate the recreation uses across the A5, on to land within the same ownership of the adjoining employment proposals and closer to existing 

main residential areas in Dordon. It is not expected that this site will re-locate or redevelop quickly or that it is essential to do so. Nevertheless, identifying 

and allocating the site allows the opportunity for this to happen, provides flexibility of delivery for the employment sites and helps address/avoid any potential 

for conflicting uses and allows the opportunity for delivery of an enhanced/improved recreation facility and playing fields enabled by the employment 

development (through contributions or direct off-site provision/replacement). 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- While employment sites are not expected to have a significant effect on this objective, where 

employment sites are within walking distance (600m) of community services and facilities employees will 

be more easily able to access these services and facilities during breaks and before and after work.    

There are no key community services or facilities within walking distance of this site.  Therefore, there is 

likely to be a minor negative effect on this objective. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of an employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score 

for all sites will be negligible. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Employment sites that are within walking distance (600m) of existing open spaces, footpaths and cycle 

routes will ensure that employees have good access to walking and cycle links which may encourage 

them to commute on foot or by bicycle and to be active outdoors in open space during breaks from work, 

thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site comprises an area of open space/playing fields associated with Birch Coppice Miners Social Club 

which would be relocated to a site north of the A5 approximately 400m away.  Other open space lies at 

least 600m or more away but there is a footpath running alongside the western boundary of the site, 

AE49, which provides access to the surrounding countryside/area. There is therefore likely to be an 

overall minor positive effect on this objective. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

0 The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for 

all sites will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 It is possible that the provision of new job opportunities resulting from the allocation of new employment 

sites could help to improve overall levels of prosperity in the Borough; therefore reducing the levels of 

crime, although this is an indirect effect and cannot be assumed.  The effects of new employment 

developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the incorporation of 

green space within the employment sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, 

could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night when employment sites are 

likely to be quiet.  However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of employment sites 

(rather they will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of 

the potential employment sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

- The effects of the potential employment sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of 

open space and green infrastructure within the new development (which could be used by employees), 

and this is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural assets will 

also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site currently comprises an area of open space/playing fields associated with Birch Coppice Miners 

Social Club which would be relocated to a site north of the A5 approximately 400m away.  Other open 

space lies at least 600m or more away although there is a footpath running alongside the western 

boundary of the site, AE49, which provides access to the surrounding countryside/area.  There is 

therefore likely to be a minor negative effect on this objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

-? This site is a small (3.45 ha) primarily greenfield site (comprising playing fields) and employment 

development here may therefore have a minor negative effect.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for employment development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.  

The site is located to the south of Watling Street where the HEA indicates the main sensitivities will be 

archaeological, with potential for Roman features or settlement along the road.  The site also has a 

potential impact upon a known medieval settlement at Hall End Farm, which is also a Grade 2 listed 

building.  The site is therefore considered to be of medium archaeological sensitivity. There are also 

potential views between the site and the designated asset at Hall End Farm indicated as of low impact on 

its settings and views with a low historic landscape impact in view of the modern field systems on site 

and having a minor effect.  There is therefore likely to be a minor negative impact on this objective as a 

result.  

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation measures including evaluation trial trenching. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Employment sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if employment developments 

include green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application. 

There is a Local Wildlife Site (LWS) created along the surface water drainage balancing pools and lagoons 

and Penmire Brook for Birch Coppice Employment estate to the south of the site, which is within 450m. 

The site also lies approximately 270m from the Orchard site of importance for nature conservation 

(SINC) and LWS to the east but separated from the site by the A5 and other built development. The site 

may therefore have a minor negative effect on this objective.  It is noted that, in its consultation 

response in relation to this site, Natural England stated that it would be generally supportive of the 

creation of open space on this site. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.   

The site is 3.45ha mainly on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? The site comprises an area of open space/playing fields associated with Birch Coppice Miners Social Club 

and is not in agricultural use, so development here is likely to have a negligible effect on this objective in 

relation to soils. 

There are likely to be capacity issues at the local STW and the site is within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone which may have a significant negative effect in relation to hydrology; therefore a mixed effect is 

likely overall. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new employment development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions 

(both through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population 

growth), the location of individual development sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate 

change.  These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, 

and whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the development, which will not be 

known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site lies outside of flood zones 2 or 3 and is likely to have only a negligible effect on this objective. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new employment development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new employment on 

efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new employment development; 

therefore the effect of all of the proposed employment sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new employment development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential employment sites is 

not expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy 

efficiency of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development 

within Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core 

Strategy) may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area for shallow 

coal/building stone so a minor negative effect on this objective is likely. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

++ The proximity of the employment sites to services, facilities and housing developments (most of which 

are likely to be concentrated in the larger service centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, 

could affect levels of car use by employees and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  This site is 

within 600m of a public footpath (AE49) and a bus route (bus stop 200m to 250 away), the 765.  The 

site also lies within reasonable walking distance (400m) of Dordon, one of the key service 

centres/market town in the Borough and identified in the Core strategy settlement hierarchy. There is 

therefore likely to be a significant positive effect on this objective. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new employment development will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of 

the location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where employment 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

The site is relatively small (3.45ha) mainly comprising greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new employment sites in the Borough, the location of potential employment sites will not affect this 

objective and the effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

+ The provision of new employment sites is likely to have a positive effect on this objective by providing 

new and modern developments in which businesses can locate.  

The site is relatively small (3.45ha) so is likely to have a minor rather than significant positive effect on 

this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The provision of new employment sites is likely to have a positive effect on this objective by ensuring 

that new job opportunities are provided to match the population growth that will result from housing 

development through other residential site allocations.  

The site is relatively small (3.45ha) so is likely to have a minor rather than significant positive effect on 

this objective. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+ The effects of new employment development on this objective are likely to be positive as it should result 

in improved opportunities for work-based training and skills development.  The extent of the positive 

effect will be affected by the size of the employment site as larger sites are likely to offer particularly 

good opportunities for higher numbers of people to obtain new skills and training opportunities.   

The site is relatively small (3.45ha) so is likely to have a minor rather than significant positive effect on 

this objective. 

Site Code: DOR11 (Land East of Birch Coppice) Allocated site EMPLOYMENT 17.13ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- While employment sites are not expected to have a significant effect on this objective, where 

employment sites are within walking distance (600m) of community services and facilities employees will 

be more easily able to access these services and facilities during breaks and before and after work.    

There are no key community services or facilities within walking distance of the site although the site is 

within 600m of an hourly bus service on the A5 to Tamworth, Atherstone or Nuneaton Bus Station.  

There is therefore likely to be an overall minor negative effect on this objective. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of an employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score 

for all sites will be negligible. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 898                June 2014 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ This site adjoins an area of open space/playing fields associated with Birch Coppice Miners Social Club 

although access may be limited.  Other open space lies at least 600m or more away but there is a 

footpath running alongside the eastern boundary of the site, AE49, which provides access to the 

surrounding countryside/area. There is therefore likely to be an overall minor positive effect. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

0 The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for 

all sites will be negligible. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 It is possible that the provision of new job opportunities resulting from the allocation of new employment 

sites could help to improve overall levels of prosperity in the Borough; therefore reducing the levels of 

crime, although this is an indirect effect and cannot be assumed.  The effects of new employment 

developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the incorporation of 

green space within the employment sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, 

could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night when employment sites are 

likely to be quiet.  However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of employment sites 

(rather they will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of 

the potential employment sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential employment sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of 

open space and green infrastructure within the new development (which could be used by employees), 

and this is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural assets will 

also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site adjoins an area of open space/playing fields; however it is associated with Birch Coppice Miners 

Social Club so access may be limited.  Other open space lies at least 600m or more away but there is a 

footpath running alongside the eastern boundary of the site, AE49, which provides access to the 

surrounding countryside/area. There is therefore likely to be an overall minor positive effect. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

--? This is a large (17.13 ha) site and is primarily greenfield land (some existing industrial units adjoining the 

house at Hall End Farm, which lies just outside the site) and so development here may have a significant 

negative effect.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

--? The potential for employment development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The site is located to the south of Watling Street where the HEA indicates the main sensitivities will be 

archaeological, with potential for Roman features or settlement along the road. The site also extends into 

a known medieval settlement and enclosures at Hall End Farm, which is also a Grade 2 listed building. 

The site is therefore considered to be of medium archaeological sensitivity. There are also potential views 

between the site and the designated asset at Hall End Farm indicated as of medium impact on its settings 

and views with a high historic landscape impact upon the medieval landscape around Hall End.  There is 

therefore likely to be a significant negative impact on this objective as a result. 

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation measures including evaluation trial trenching and screening of the listed building to 

mitigate the impact on its setting. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Employment sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if employment developments 

include green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application. 

There is a Local Wildlife Site (LWS) created along the surface water drainage balancing pools and lagoons 

and Penmire Brook for Birch Coppice Employment estate to the south of the site, which is within 250m 

and may have a significant negative effect (although this is a local designation). The site also lies 

approximately 460m from the Orchard site of importance for nature conservation (SINC) and LWS to the 

east.  It is noted that, in its consultation response in relation to this site, Natural England stated that it 

would be generally supportive of the creation of open space on this site. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.   

The site is relatively large (17.13ha) and is almost entirely on greenfield land; therefore development 

here is likely to have a significant negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land (currently partly arable and partly pasture land with some 

commercial buildings around Hall End Farm house); therefore development here is likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective in relation to soils. 

Additional capacity will be required at Grendon STW and the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone which may have a significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new employment development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions 

(both through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population 

growth), the location of individual development sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate 

change.  These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, 

and whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the development, which will not be 

known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones so it is likely to have a negligible effect.  It is noted that, in its 

consultation response in relation to this site, the Environment Agency stated that the site is affected by a 

pool to the south and that further assessment of how this affects development will be required. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new employment development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with 

policy NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new employment 

on efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new employment development; 

therefore the effect of all of the proposed employment sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new employment development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential employment sites is 

not expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy 

efficiency of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development 

within Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core 

Strategy) may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding Area for building stone and shallow coal so a minor 

negative effect on this objective is likely.  

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

++ The proximity of the employment sites to services, facilities and housing developments (most of which 

are likely to be concentrated in the larger service centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, 

could affect levels of car use by employees and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  This site is 

within both 600m of a public footpath (AE49) and of a bus route (bus stop 400m away), the 765.  The 

site also lies within reasonable walking distance (400m) of Dordon, one of the key service 

centres/market town in the Borough and identified in the Core strategy settlement hierarchy. There is 

therefore likely to be a significant positive effect on this objective. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new employment development will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of 

the location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where employment 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a large (17.13 ha) greenfield site and is so likely to have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new employment sites in the Borough, the location of potential employment sites will not affect this 

objective and the effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

++ The provision of new employment sites is likely to have a positive effect on this objective by providing 

new and modern developments in which businesses can locate.  

This is a large site (17.13 ha) and so is likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

++ The provision of new employment sites is likely to have a positive effect on this objective by ensuring 

that new job opportunities are provided to match the population growth that will result from housing 

development through other residential site allocations.  

This is a large site (17.13 ha) and so is likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

++ The effects of new employment development on this objective are likely to be positive as it should result 

in improved opportunities for work-based training and skills development.  The extent of the positive 

effect will be affected by the size of the employment site as larger sites are likely to offer particularly 

good opportunities for higher numbers of people to obtain new skills and training opportunities.   

This is a large site (17.13 ha) and so is likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

Site Code: DOR22 (Land West of Birch Coppice) Allocated site EMPLOYMENT 5.1 ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- While employment sites are not expected to have a significant effect on this objective, where 

employment sites are within walking distance (600m) of community services and facilities employees will 

be more easily able to access these services and facilities during breaks and before and after work.    

There are no key community services or facilities within walking distance of the site so a minor negative 

effect is likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of an employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score 

for all sites will be negligible. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++? The site is within 600m of open space/playing fields although as this is associated with Birch Coppice 

Miners Social Club access may be limited.  Other open space lies at least 600m or more away but there is 

a footpath running within 600m of the site, which provides access to the surrounding countryside/area. 

There is therefore likely to be a significant positive effect although there is uncertainty attached in 

relation to the accessibility of the open space. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

0 The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for 

all sites will be negligible. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 It is possible that the provision of new job opportunities resulting from the allocation of new employment 

sites could help to improve overall levels of prosperity in the Borough; therefore reducing the levels of 

crime, although this is an indirect effect and cannot be assumed.  The effects of new employment 

developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the incorporation of 

green space within the employment sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, 

could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night when employment sites are 

likely to be quiet.  However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of employment sites 

(rather they will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of 

the potential employment sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential employment sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of 

open space and green infrastructure within the new development (which could be used by employees), 

and this is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural assets will 

also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 600m of open space and the AE49 footpath so there is likely to be a minor positive 

effect. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

--? This site is relatively large (5.1ha) and is primarily greenfield land so development here may have a 

significant negative effect.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for employment development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District. 

The site is located to the south of Watling Street where the HEA indicates the main sensitivities will be 

archaeological, with potential for Roman features or settlement along the road, with a medium impact 

likely.  There are also potential views between the site and the designated asset at Hall End Farm. T he 

impact of similar land to the east of Birch Coppice indicates there is likely to be a low impact on the 

settings and views.  Similarly the impact on historic landscapes is likely to be low in view of the modern 

field systems although the presence of allotments on part of the site reflects the industrial heritage links 

with Birch Coppice.  There is likely to be a minor negative impact on this objective as a result. 

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has proposed 

potential mitigation measures including evaluation trial trenching.  

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

0 Employment sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if employment developments 

include green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application. 

The site does not lie within 1km of any designated biodiversity sites so a negligible effect is likely. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.   

This site is 5.1ha in size and is almost entirely on greenfield land; therefore it is likely to have a 

significant negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective in 

relation to soils. 

Additional capacity will be required at Grendon STW and the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability 

zone which may have a significant negative effect overall in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new employment development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions 

(both through emissions from buildings and the increased vehicle traffic associated with employment-

related activities), the location of individual employment sites will not have a direct effect on the causes 

of climate change.  These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction 

methods used, and whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the development, 

which will not be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, employment development on greenfield land would increase the 

area of impermeable surfaces and could therefore increase overall flood risk, particularly where the sites 

are large in size or are within high risk flood zones.   

The site is outside of any flood zones so it is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new employment development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new employment on 

efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new employment development; 

therefore the effect of all of the proposed employment sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new employment development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential employment sites is 

not expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy 

efficiency of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development 

within Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core 

Strategy) may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding Area for building stone and shallow coal so a minor 

negative effect is likely.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the employment sites to services, facilities and housing developments (most of which 

are likely to be concentrated in the larger service centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, 

could affect levels of car use by employees and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is 

within both 600m of a public footpath (AE49) and of a bus route the 765 but not a key service centre, 

therefore an overall minor positive effect is likely.  

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new employment development will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of 

the location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where employment 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a large greenfield site (5.1 ha) and is so likely to have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new employment sites in the Borough, the location of potential employment sites will not affect this 

objective and the effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

++ The provision of new employment sites is likely to have a positive effect on this objective by providing 

new and modern developments in which businesses can locate.  

This is a large site (5.1 ha) and so is likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

++ The provision of new employment sites is likely to have a positive effect on this objective by ensuring 

that new job opportunities are provided to match the population growth that will result from housing 

development through other residential site allocations.  

This is a large site (5.1 ha) and so is likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

++ The effects of new employment development on this objective are likely to be positive as it should result 

in improved opportunities for work-based training and skills development.  The extent of the positive 

effect will be affected by the size of the employment site as larger sites are likely to offer particularly 

good opportunities for higher numbers of people to obtain new skills and training opportunities.   

This is a large site (5.1 ha) and so is likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective. 



 

 North Warwickshire Site Allocations DPD 907                June 2014 

Site Code: DOR24 (Land West of Birch Coppice) Allocated site EMPLOYMENT 8.5 ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- While employment sites are not expected to have a significant effect on this objective, where 

employment sites are within walking distance (600m) of community services and facilities employees will 

be more easily able to access these services and facilities during breaks and before and after work.    

There are no key community services or facilities within walking distance of the site, so a minor negative 

effect is likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of an employment site is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for 

all sites will be negligible. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ The site is within 600m of a footpath that leads to the Centurion employment site and a nearby housing 

estate; therefore a minor positive effect on this objective is likely.  

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

0 The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for 

all sites will be negligible. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 It is possible that the provision of new job opportunities resulting from the allocation of new employment 

sites could help to improve overall levels of prosperity in the Borough; therefore reducing the levels of 

crime, although this is an indirect effect and cannot be assumed.  The effects of new employment 

developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the incorporation of 

green space within the employment sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, 

could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night when employment sites are 

likely to be quiet.  However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of employment sites 

(rather they will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of 

the potential employment sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential employment sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of 

open space and green infrastructure within the new development (which could be used by employees), 

and this is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural assets will 

also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is within 600m of a footpath and the Centurion pub in Tamworth. so there is likely to be a minor 

positive effect on this objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

--? This site is relatively large (8.5ha) and is primarily greenfield land so development here may have a 

significant negative effect.  

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for employment development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.The site is located to the south of 

Watling Street where the HEA indicates the main sensitivities will be archaeological, with potential for 

Roman features or settlement along the road, with a medium impact likely. There are few potential views 

between the site and any designated assets. The impact of similar land to the east of Birch Coppice 

indicates there is likely to be a low impact on settings and views. Similarly the impact on historic 

landscapes is likely to be low in view of the modern field systems and employment redevelopment to the 

west as well as the M42 to the immediate east.  There is likely to be a minor negative impact on this 

objective as a result. 

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA suggests possible 

mitigation measures including evaluation trial trenching. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-? Employment sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if employment developments 

include green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application. 

The site does lie within 250m of a wildlife site but this impact will be lesser due to the M42 in between 

the potential site and the wildlife site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.   

The site is 8.5 ha in size and is almost entirely on greenfield land; therefore it is likely to have a 

significant negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so would have a minor negative effect in relation to soils.   

Sewage treatment works capacity issues are not known for this site as it it presumed that it would be 

served by Tamworth.  However, the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability and primary/secondary 

aquifer zone which may have a significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

-? While new employment development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions 

(both through emissions from buildings and the increased vehicle traffic associated with employment-

related activities), the location of individual employment sites will not have a direct effect on the causes 

of climate change.  These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction 

methods used, and whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the development, 

which will not be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, employment development on greenfield land would increase the 

area of impermeable surfaces and could therefore increase overall flood risk, particularly where the sites 

are large in size or are within high risk flood zones.   

The site is partly within the flood zones (2 and 3) which may have a minor negative effect although this 

lies outside the intended development area of the site. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new employment development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new employment on 

efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new employment development; 

therefore the effect of all of the proposed employment sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new employment development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential employment sites is 

not expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy 

efficiency of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development 

within Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core 

Strategy) may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding Area so would have a minor negative effect on this 

objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

- The proximity of the employment sites to services, facilities and housing developments (most of which 

are likely to be concentrated in the larger service centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, 

could affect levels of car use by employees and the associated greenhouse gas emissions. The site is not 

within 600m of a public transport link or a key service centre so is likely to have a minor negative effect 

on this objective. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new employment development will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of 

the location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where employment 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a large greenfield site (8.5 ha) and so is likely to have a significant negative effect on this 

objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new employment sites in the Borough, the location of potential employment sites will not affect this 

objective and the effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

++ The provision of new employment sites is likely to have a positive effect on this objective by providing 

new and modern developments in which businesses can locate.  

This is a large site (8.5 ha) and so is likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

++ The provision of new employment sites is likely to have a positive effect on this objective by ensuring 

that new job opportunities are provided to match the population growth that will result from housing 

development through other residential site allocations.  

This is a large site (8.5 ha) and so is likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

++ The effects of new employment development on this objective are likely to be positive as it should result 

in improved opportunities for work-based training and skills development.  The extent of the positive 

effect will be affected by the size of the employment site as larger sites are likely to offer particularly 

good opportunities for higher numbers of people to obtain new skills and training opportunities.   

This is a large site (8.5 ha) and so is likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective. 
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Site Code: DOR18 (Land East of Gypsy Lane), DOR19 (Dordon Sewerage Works) and DOR20 (Land at Junction of A5 and Gypsy Lane) 

Allocated site EMPLOYMENT 3.51ha 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+? While employment sites are not expected to have a significant effect on this objective, where 

employment sites are within walking distance (600m) of community services and facilities employees will 

be more easily able to access these services and facilities during breaks and before and after work.     

The St Leonard’s Church of England Church and Hall is around 425m away.  The Congregational Chapel is 

closer at 100m away as is the Kingdom Hall at only 25m away, although these are across the busy A5 

trunk road. The post office and Co-Op shop lie around 510m away but other community services are 

more than 600m away (the village hall lies just over 620m away) using the A5 footbridge 225m to the 

west. It is considered that the site may therefore have a positive effect on access to services, although 

the accessibility across the A5 does raise issues, hence the question mark. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of an employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score 

for all sites will be negligible. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Employment sites that are within walking distance (600m) of existing open spaces, footpaths and cycle 

routes will ensure that employees have good access to walking and cycle links which may encourage 

them to commute on foot or by bicycle and to be active outdoors in open space during breaks from work, 

thus promoting healthy lifestyles 

The site lies about 450m from the Recreation area and open space at the Miners Welfare/Social club, 

with footpath links to the surrounding countryside via the AE50 PRoW which runs along the south-

western boundary of the site.  All other open space/recreation or health care facilities lie further than 

600m away.  An overall minor positive effect is therefore likely.  

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

0 The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for 

all sites will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 It is possible that the provision of new job opportunities resulting from the allocation of new employment 

sites could help to improve overall levels of prosperity in the Borough; therefore reducing the levels of 

crime, although this is an indirect effect and cannot be assumed.  The effects of new employment 

developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the incorporation of 

green space within the employment sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, 

could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night when employment sites are 

likely to be quiet.  However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of employment sites 

(rather they will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of 

the potential employment sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++? The effects of the potential employment sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of 

open space and green infrastructure within the new development (which could be used by employees), 

and this is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural assets will 

also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is 450m from the recreation area and open space at the Miners Welfare/Social club, with 

footpath links to the surrounding countryside via the AE50 PRoW which runs along the south-western 

boundary of the site. The St Leonard’s Church of England Church and Hall is around 425m away.  The 

post office and Co-Op shop lie around 510m away using the A5 footbridge 225m to the west.  The Simla 

restaurant lies 60m away, the Congregational Chapel 100m away and the Kingdom Hall at only 25m 

away, although all these are across the busy A5 trunk road.  It is considered that the site may therefore 

have a significant positive effect on this objective, although the accessibility across the A5 does raise 

issues hence the inclusion of a question mark. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

-? The site is relatively small (3.51ha) and is part greenfield, part brownfield (ex-Sewage treatment plant) 

so it is likely to have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

There are low impacts on settings or views of designated assets from this site/area at Hall End Farm. The 

impact on the historic landscape is low in view of the modern field systems prevalent. The HEA indicates 

that this site is of low sensitivity but notes there is potential for medium impact from development on 

archaeology in relation to potential roman features off Watling Street. Therefore, the development of this 

site could have a minor negative effect on this objective.   

However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of 

developments, which is not known until the planning application stage and the HEA has suggested 

possible mitigation works through the use of trial trench evaluation. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Employment sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if employment developments 

include green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application 

The site lies adjacent a potential wildlife site and also lies approximately 70m from the Orchard site of 

importance for nature conservation (SINC) and LWS to the north east of the A5.and may therefore have 

a significant negative effect. Other potential LWS’s and SINC’s lie to the east around 250m away and 

designated LWS’s over 1km away.  It is noted that in its consultation response in relation to this site, 

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust commented on the fact that there is a potential Local Wildlife Site within the 

site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The site is part Greenfield, part brownfield (ex-Sewage treatment plant) site of 

3.51ha’s therefore it will have a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is part Greenfield, part brownfield (ex-Sewage treatment plant) site with around 50% of the site 

on Grade 3 agricultural land.  On that basis it is considered the site may have a minor negative effect on 

this objective in relation to soil. 

There may be capacity issues at Grendon STW and the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability zone 

which may have a significant negative effect in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site lies just outside of flood zones 2 or 3 and may therefore have a negligible effect on this 

objective.  It is noted that the Environment Agency commented on the small tributary of Penmire Brook 

which runs through the site, and the fact that further assessment work may therefore need to be 

undertaken. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new development 

may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is assumed that new 

buildings will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy NW9: Energy 

Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new development on efficient energy 

consumption will not be determined by its location; therefore the effect of all of the proposed 

development sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding Area for Building Stone and Shallow Coal so will 

have a minor negative effect on this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The site lies within walking distance (20m) of a bus stop and adjoins the route of bus service 765, an 

hourly service from 07:00 to 18:40. The key service centre/Main town of Dordon (identified in the Core 

strategy settlement hierarchy) lies immediately north of the site across the A5, (a busy trunk road with 

limited pedestrian crossing facilities) although the site does not lie within 600m of a town centre.  It is 

considered that the site may therefore have a minor positive effect on levels of car use, although the 

accessibility across the A5 does raise issues. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new employment development will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of 

the location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where employment 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

The site is part Greenfield, part brownfield (ex-Sewage treatment plant) site of 3.51ha’s therefore it will 

have a minor negative effect. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing and employment sites in the Borough, the location of potential development sites will not 

affect this objective and the effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible (0). 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

+ The provision of new employment land within mixed-use sites such as this one, however, is likely to have 

a positive effect on this objective by providing new and modern developments in which businesses can 

locate.  The site is part Greenfield, part brownfield (ex-Sewage treatment plant) site of 3.51ha’s 

therefore it will have a minor positive effect although the amount of commercial/employment 

development the site may deliver is unknown/unclear.  

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

+ The provision of new employment sites is likely to have a positive effect on this objective by ensuring 

that new job opportunities are provided to match the population growth that will result from housing 

development through other residential site allocations. The site is part Greenfield, part brownfield (ex-

Sewage treatment plant) site of 3.51ha’s and is within 20m of a frequent bus service/route and so should 

have a minor positive effect.   
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

+ The effects of new employment development on this objective are likely to be positive as it should result 

in improved opportunities for work-based training and skills development.  The extent of the positive 

effect will be affected by the size of the employment site as larger sites are likely to offer particularly 

good opportunities for higher numbers of people to obtain new skills and training opportunities.  This site 

is 3.51 ha and is likely to have a minor positive effect. 

This is a small site of 3.51ha’s which is within 20m of a frequent bus service/route and so should have a 

minor positive effect in employment terms. However, in housing terms it lies more than 600m walking 

distance from the nearest primary/secondary school so a minor negative impact would be usual. A mixed 

effect is therefore considered most appropriate/likely. 

Site Code: ATH15 (Land at Rowland Way) Allocated site EMPLOYMENT 6.9HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- While employment sites are not expected to have a significant effect on this objective, where 

employment sites are within walking distance (600m) of community services and facilities employees will 

be more easily able to access these services and facilities during breaks and before and after work.    

There are no existing community services and facilities within walking distance of this site so a minor 

negative effect is likely. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of an employment site is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for 

all sites will be negligible. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Employment sites that are within walking distance (600m) of existing open spaces, footpaths and cycle 

routes will ensure that employees have good access to walking and cycle links which may encourage 

them to commute on foot or by bicycle and to be active outdoors in open space during breaks from work, 

thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The site is within 250m of the AE76 footpath.  The canal towpath can 

easily be accessed from this site. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

0 The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for 

all sites will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 It is possible that the provision of new job opportunities resulting from the allocation of new employment 

sites could help to improve overall levels of prosperity in the Borough; therefore reducing the levels of 

crime, although this is an indirect effect and cannot be assumed.  The effects of new employment 

developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the incorporation of 

green space within the employment sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, 

could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night when employment sites are 

likely to be quiet.  However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of employment sites 

(rather they will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of 

the potential employment sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential employment sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of 

open space and green infrastructure within the new development (which could be used by employees), 

and this is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural assets will 

also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  The site is not within 

600m of any of the community facilities listed in objective 1.  Bodaceas Public House is within 600m of 

the site, and the canal towpath and footpath can also be reached within this distance. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

-- The site is a large (6.9 ha) Greenfield site and this may have a significant negative effect on landscape. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for employment development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

impact on features associated with the Saxon site with regards to archaeology and of low sensitivity with 

regards to potential impact on the historic landscape. Therefore, the development of this site could have 

a minor negative effect overall on this objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they 

will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning 

application stage and the HEA noted that some mitigation may be achieved through Trial Trenching. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Employment sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if employment developments 

include green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application. 

The River Anker potential LWS runs through the site and may to have a significant negative effect.  In its 

consultation response in relation to this site, Natural England noted the proximity of the River Anker 

Local Wildlife Site and stated that they would like to see buffering of the site with planting of native 

species.  It will also be necessary to consider the potential presence of water vole and otter.  

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust also commented that the site contains BAP priority habitat and that the site 

should be assessed prior to development to determine its value for biodiversity. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

- Where development takes place on greenfield land, considered to represent a less efficient use of land 

than development on brownfield sites.  The site is 6.9 ha on greenfield land and is likely to have a minor 

negative effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land so a minor negative effect is likely in relation to soil.  It is 

currently rough pasture land. 

Additional capacity will be required at Atherstone STW and the site lies within a groundwater vulnerability 

and primary/secondary aquifer zone which may have a significant negative effect in relation to 

hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

--? While new employment development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions 

(both through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population 

growth), the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate 

change.  These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, 

and whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which 

will not be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is partly within flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, to the east; therefore there may be a significant 

negative effect on this objective although it is noted that there is no intention to develop within the flood 

zone areas.   In its consultation response in relation to this site, the Environment Agency noted the 

potential flood risk issues. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new employment development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with 

policy NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new employment 

on efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new employment development; 

therefore the effect of all of the proposed employment sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new employment development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential employment sites is 

not expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy 

efficiency of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development 

within Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core 

Strategy) may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The 

site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area(crushed rock and 

sand and gravel) resulting in a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the employment sites to services, facilities and housing developments (most of which 

are likely to be concentrated in the larger service centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, 

could affect levels of car use by employees and the associated greenhouse gas emissions. The site is 

within both 600m of a public footpath (AE76) and of a bus route. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new employment development will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of 

the location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where employment 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This site is relatively large (6.9 ha) and greenfield land and is likely to have a significant negative effect 

on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new employment sites in the Borough, the location of potential employment sites will not affect this 

objective and the effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

++ The provision of new employment sites is likely to have a positive effect on this objective by providing 

new and modern developments in which businesses can locate. This is a large site (6.9 ha) and is likely 

to have a significant positive effect. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

++ The provision of new employment sites is likely to have a positive effect on this objective by ensuring 

that new job opportunities are provided to match the population growth that will result from housing 

development through other residential site allocations. This is a large site (6.9 ha) and is likely to have a 

significant positive effect. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

++ The effects of new employment development on this objective are likely to be positive as it should result 

in improved opportunities for work-based training and skills development.  The extent of the positive 

effect will be affected by the size of the employment site as larger sites are likely to offer particularly 

good opportunities for higher numbers of people to obtain new skills and training opportunities.  This site 

is 6.9 ha and is likely to have a significant positive effect. 
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Site Code: Power station B Site, Hams Hall Allocated site  EMPLOYMENT /ENERGY GENERATION 20 ha 

This site is the former Power station B site at Hams Hall. It is brownfield but currently wholly within the Green Belt. 

In view of its Green Belt designation development is constrained. However, its brownfield status and past use does enable consideration for some potential 

development, particularly for regionally or nationally significant development proposals such as Energy Generation. The focus on this site is for alternative, 

renewable energy opportunities but avoiding wind or nuclear. 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- While employment sites are not expected to have a significant effect on this objective, where 

employment sites are within walking distance (600m) of community services and facilities employees will 

be more easily able to access these services and facilities during breaks and before and after work.    

This site lies within walking distance of only one community facility, the St John the Baptist Church 

(230m away). There are no other community facilities within walking distance and the site is therefore 

likely to have a minor negative effect. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of an employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score 

for all sites will be negligible. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

++ Employment sites that are within walking distance (600m) of existing open spaces, footpaths and cycle 

routes will ensure that employees have good access to walking and cycle links which may encourage 

them to commute on foot or by bicycle and to be active outdoors in open space during breaks from work, 

thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  This site adjoins Lea Marston playing fields, Parish Recreation area and 

open space, and there are footpath links via PRoW M27 to the surrounding countryside including the 

Whitacre Heath Nature Reserve (300m away).  A significant positive effect is therefore likely. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

0 The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for 

all sites will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 It is possible that the provision of new job opportunities resulting from the allocation of new employment 

sites could help to improve overall levels of prosperity in the Borough; therefore reducing the levels of 

crime, although this is an indirect effect and cannot be assumed.  The effects of new employment 

developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the incorporation of 

green space within the employment sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, 

could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night when employment sites are 

likely to be quiet.  However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of employment sites 

(rather they will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of 

the potential employment sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential employment sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of 

open space and green infrastructure within the new development (which could be used by employees), 

and this is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural assets will 

also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).  This site adjoins Lea 

Marston playing fields, (the Parish Recreation area and open space), with footpath links via PRoW M27 to 

the surrounding countryside including the Whitacre Heath Nature Reserve (300m away).  Therefrore 

there is likely to be a minor positive effect. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

0 As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential employment sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape. This is a large 20ha brownfield site and will therefore 

have a negligible effect on this objective. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

? It has not been possible to assess the likely effects of this site on cultural heritage on the basis of the 

Historic Environment as this site was not included in the assessment.  Therefore, the likely effects of 

future development here on cultural heritage are currently uncertain. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Employment sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if employment developments 

include green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application. 

The site is within 340m of a Local Wildlife site (Whitacre Heath Nature Reserve) which is also a SSSI. 

Other potential Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation are nearby at Synch Wood and Church Pool 

Covert although these sites have not yet been formally designated. There may therefore be a significant 

negative impact on this objective. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

+ Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  This is a large 20ha brownfield site and is therefore likely to have a minor positive 

effect on this objective. 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/-? This site is not on grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to 

soils.   

There are no capacity issues at the local STW.  However, the site is within a primary and secondary 

aquifer and also a groundwater vulnerability zone which may have a minor negative effect in relation to 

hydrology and a mixed effect overall. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

++ 

While new employment development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions 

(both through emissions from buildings and the increased vehicle traffic associated with employment-

related activities), the location of individual employment sites will not have a direct effect on the causes 

of climate change.  These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction 

methods used, and whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the development, 

which will not be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, employment development on greenfield land would increase the 

area of impermeable surfaces and could therefore increase overall flood risk, particularly where the sites 

are large in size or are within high risk flood zones.   

This is a large 20ha brownfield site, outside of any flood zone 2 or 3 and will have a negligible effect on 

this objective in relation to flood risk.  However, the fact that it is proposed for renewable energy 

generation means that a significant positive effect on this SA objective is likely overall. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

++ While all new employment development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  While the effects of new employment 

development on efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of the new 

development, this site is proposed for renewable energy generation and therefore is likely to have a 

significant positive effect on this SA objective. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new employment development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of new development is not 

expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy efficiency 

of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development within 

Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core Strategy) 

may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough. The site lies 

within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding Area for Sand and Gravel (See fig A10 British Geological Society 

Warwickshire MSA’s) and may have a minor negative effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the employment sites to services, facilities and housing developments (most of which 

are likely to be concentrated in the larger service centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, 

could affect levels of car use by employees and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.    The site lies 

within walking distance (350m to 400mm) of the bus stop and adjoins the route of services 777 and also 

the 115/116 service to Birmingham (between them providing better than hourly service 06:50 till 18:30) 

and connecting to Coleshill Parkway station (2km away).  A minor positive effect is therefore likely. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

- All new employment development will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of 

the location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where employment 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a large 20ha brownfield site and will have a minor negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing/employment in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this 

objective and the effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

++ The provision of new employment sites is likely to have a positive effect on this objective by providing 

new and modern developments in which businesses can locate. This is a large 20ha brownfield site and 

likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

++ The provision of new employment sites is likely to have a positive effect on this objective by ensuring 

that new job opportunities are provided to match the population growth that will result from housing 

development through other residential site allocations. This is a large 20ha brownfield site and likely to 

have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

++ The effects of new employment development on this objective are likely to be positive as it should result 

in improved opportunities for work-based training and skills development.  The extent of the positive 

effect will be affected by the size of the employment site as larger sites are likely to offer particularly 

good opportunities for higher numbers of people to obtain new skills and training opportunities.  This is a 

large 20ha brownfield site and likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective. 
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Site Code: ATH6 (Land North of A5, East of Holly Lane north and south of the canal) Allocated site EMPLOYMENT 5.10 HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- While employment sites are not expected to have a significant effect on this objective, where 

employment sites are within walking distance (600m) of community services and facilities employees will 

be more easily able to access these services and facilities during breaks and before and after work.    

There are no existing community services and facilities within walking distance so the site will have a 

minor negative effect on this objective. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of an employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score 

for all sites will be negligible. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ The site adjoins the canal and access to the towpath and footpath AE76 lays 40m metres from the site, 

leading to the countryside. Other open space is at least 600m walking distance away or more. There is 

therefore likely to be a minor positive effect overall. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

0 The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for 

all sites will be negligible. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 It is possible that the provision of new job opportunities resulting from the allocation of new employment 

sites could help to improve overall levels of prosperity in the Borough; therefore reducing the levels of 

crime, although this is an indirect effect and cannot be assumed.  The effects of new employment 

developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the incorporation of 

green space within the employment sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, 

could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night when employment sites are 

likely to be quiet.  However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of employment sites 

(rather they will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of 

the potential employment sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

++ The effects of the potential employment sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of 

open space and green infrastructure within the new development (which could be used by employees), 

and this is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural assets will 

also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site adjoins the canal and access to the towpath and footpath AE76 lies 40m from the site. This leads 

into Atherstone where there is a pub within walking distance, the Kings Head (540m). Therefore, a 

significant positive effect on this objective is likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

--? The is a large (5.10 ha) greenfield site and so may have a significant negative effect on this objective.   

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for employment development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District7.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

impacts on archaeology, in particular the impact on industrial sites associated with Coventry Canal and 

old allotments.  Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this 

objective.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific 

design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.  For this site an 

assessment of the significance of the key heritage assets on the Coventry canal and the appropriate 

design response will be necessary at the planning application stage.  English Heritage in its consultation 

response in relation to this site noted the proximity of the site to Coventry Canal and numerous adjacent 

heritage assets. 

                                                
7
 Oxford Archaeology (2014) A Historic Environment Assessment of Potential Development Areas within North Warwickshire. 
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9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Employment sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if employment developments 

include green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application. 

The site is within 70m of Merevale Park which includes ancient woodland.  It is 85m from a SINC site at 

Baddesley Wharf and 840m to 900 from Merevale Park SINC’s (two within the park area within 800m to 

just under 1km away). The Coventry Canal potential LWS lies adjacent to the site. The site may have a 

significant effect on this objective.  It is noted that Warwickshire Wildlife Trust and Natural England in 

their consultation responses in relation to this site both commented on the proximity of the Coventry 

Canal and the need to apply a buffer along the watercourse, as well as the potential for protected species 

to be present at the site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.   

The site is large at 5.10 ha mainly on greenfield land (allotments and garden/paddock) and so is likely to 

have a significant negative effect on this objective 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

0/--? The site is not Grade 1, 2 or 3 agricultural land so is likely to have a negligible effect on this objective in 

relation to soils. 

However, additional capacity will be required at Atherstone STW and the site lies both within a 

groundwater vulnerability and a primary/secondary aquifer zone which may have a significant negative 

effect in relation to hydrology and a mixed effect overall. 
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12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new employment development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions 

(both through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population 

growth), the location of individual development sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate 

change.  These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, 

and whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the development, which will not be 

known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new employment development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new houses will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in accordance with policy 

NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of new employment on 

efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new employment development; 

therefore the effect of all of the proposed employment sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new employment development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential employment sites is 

not expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy 

efficiency of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development 

within Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core 

Strategy) may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area for sand and 

gravel and crushed rock and therefore a minor negative effect is likely. 
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15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

++? The proximity of the employment sites to services, facilities and housing developments (most of which 

are likely to be concentrated in the larger service centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, 

could affect levels of car use by employees and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  The site is 

within both 600m of a public footpath (AE49) and of a bus route, the 765. The site is also within 450m of 

Atherstone railway station, and 550m of Atherstone town centre, one of the key service centres/market 

town in the Borough and identified in the Core strategy settlement hierarchy, although this involves 

crossing the busy A5 trunk route. There may be a significant positive effect on this objective although 

this is uncertain because the issue of access across the A5 raises concerns. Alternative access along the 

towpath increases walking distances to services to more than 600m walking distances. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new employment development will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of 

the location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where employment 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This site is relatively large at 5.10 ha and is mainly on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

significant negative effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new employment sites in the Borough, the location of potential employment sites will not affect this 

objective and the effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

++ The provision of new employment sites is likely to have a positive effect on this objective by providing 

new and modern developments in which businesses can locate.  

This is a relatively large 5.10 ha site, so is likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

++ The provision of new employment sites is likely to have a positive effect on this objective by ensuring 

that new job opportunities are provided to match the population growth that will result from housing 

development through other residential site allocations.  

This is a relatively large site at 5.10 ha and is therefore likely to have a significant  positive effect on this 

objective. 
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20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

++ The effects of new employment development on this objective are likely to be positive as it should result 

in improved opportunities for work-based training and skills development.  The extent of the positive 

effect will be affected by the size of the employment site as larger sites are likely to offer particularly 

good opportunities for higher numbers of people to obtain new skills and training opportunities.   

This is relatively large at 5.10 ha site and is therefore likely to have a significant positive effect on this 

objective. 

Site Code: ATH6 (Whole site - Land North of A5, East of Whittington Lane) Reasonable alternative site option EMPLOYMENT 18.23HA 

This assessment comprises all the sites titled ATH6 in part and covers the area east and west of Holly Lane where it is bisected by the Coventry Canal, north 

of the A5. This is a significant large site extending west along the A5 and proposed for employment uses and also leisure as the area covers Baddesley Wharf 

upon which there is an extant consent for a small motel, pub and boat workshop. The western part is not considered as well related to Atherstone’s existing 

built area and potentially has access issues, particularly on to the A5 Trunk Road. Land to the eastern part of ATH6 is better related to existing built area and 

more accessible particularly by foot from the town. That area is assessed separately. The land covered by this whole site is also considered unnecessary 

additional employment land to deliver the employment land requirement needed and may have potential significant visual and landscape impacts that should 

be avoided.  

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

+ While employment sites are not expected to have a significant effect on this objective, where 

employment sites are within walking distance (600m) of community services and facilities employees will 

be more easily able to access these services and facilities during breaks and before and after work.  The 

site is within 600m of a bus route and this service and stop (operated by the 765) will take people to 

Tamworth, Atherstone or Nuneaton Bus Station on a Monday – Saturday hourly service from 07:00 to 

18:40. The eastern parts of the site are also within 375m of Atherstone railway station and around 500m 

to 550m from the Town centre and Atherstone Memorial Hall and Library, via the canal towpath, so will 

have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of an employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score 

for all sites will be negligible. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Employment sites that are within walking distance (600m) of existing open spaces, footpaths and cycle 

routes will ensure that employees have good access to walking and cycle links which may encourage 

them to commute on foot or by bicycle and to be active outdoors in open space during breaks from work, 

thus promoting healthy lifestyles.  The site is within 600m of the AE76 footpath.  The canal towpath can 

easily be accessed from this site. There are no other open space facilities or health centres within 

reasonable walking distance. There is therefore likely to be a minor positive effect overall.  

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

0 The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for 

all sites will be negligible. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 It is possible that the provision of new job opportunities resulting from the allocation of new employment 

sites could help to improve overall levels of prosperity in the Borough; therefore reducing the levels of 

crime, although this is an indirect effect and cannot be assumed.  The effects of new employment 

developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the incorporation of 

green space within the employment sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, 

could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night when employment sites are 

likely to be quiet.  However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of employment sites 

(rather they will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of 

the potential employment sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential employment sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of 

open space and green infrastructure within the new development (which could be used by employees), 

and this is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural assets will 

also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The site is just within 600m of any the community facilities at the Library and Memorial Hall using the 

canal towpath to access the town.  The Kings Head Public House is also within 500m of the site and the 

canal towpath and footpath can also be reached within this distance. There is therefore likely to be a 

minor positive effect on this objective. 
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7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

--? As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential employment sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  

The site is a large (18.23 ha) predominantly greenfield site and this may have a significant negative 

effect.  

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District 

The HEA found that this site is of medium to low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

impacts on archaeology, with some potential for as yet unrecorded archaeological features to exist. 

Evaluation trial trenching is recommended to determine presence or absence of archaeology. Therefore, 

the development of this site could have a minor negative effect on this objective.  However, all effects 

are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not 

known until the planning application stage.  The North Warwickshire Landscape character assessment 

also indicates that any development proposals would need to demonstrate that there would be no 

negative impacts on the setting of Merevale Hall, 980 m away on the north facing slope of Merevale Park. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

--? Employment sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if employment developments 

include green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application. 

The site includes (within 250m as part of the whole site) a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation 

around Baddesley Wharf and lies around 1km from other SINC’s and RIG’s at Mereval Park.  There could 

therefore be a significant negative effect. 
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10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The site is a large (18.23 ha) predominantly greenfield site and is likely to have a 

significant negative effect on this objective.  

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? A significant part of the site is on Grade 3 agricultural land.  Some to the east is currently rough pasture 

land and allotments. That to the west (not covered by the canal Wharf) is in arable agricultural use.  A 

minor negative effect is therefore likely in relation to soils. 

However, additional capacity will be required at Atherstone STW and the site lies partly both within a 

groundwater vulnerability and a primary/secondary aquifer zone which may have a significant negative 

effect overall in relation to hydrology. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new housing development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions (both 

through emissions from properties and the increased vehicle traffic associated with population growth), 

the location of individual housing sites will not have a direct effect on the causes of climate change.  

These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction methods used, and 

whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the housing development, which will not 

be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, inappropriately located development can increase overall flood 

risk and vulnerability to flooding.   

The site is outside of any flood zones and is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new employment development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new employment developments will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in 

accordance with policy NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of 

new housing on efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing 

development; therefore the effect of all of the proposed employment sites on this SA objective will be 

negligible. 
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14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new employment development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential employment sites is 

not expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy 

efficiency of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development 

within Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core 

Strategy) may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding Area for sand and gravel, brick clay and crushed 

rock and therefore a minor negative effect is likely. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the employment sites to services, facilities and housing developments (most of which 

are likely to be concentrated in the larger service centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, 

could affect levels of car use by employees and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  

The site is within 600m of a public footpath (AE76). The canal towpath can also be accessed from part of 

this site and provides potential access to the Atherstone railway station around 400m away. The town 

centre is also around 500m away using the canal towpath as access route although significant parts of 

the site lie much further than 600m from the station and Town Centre and the A5 Trunk road provides a 

major barrier to pedestrian access.  Nevertheless, there is a bus stop and route on the A5 within 600m of 

the majority of the site.  There may therefore be a minor positive effect on this objective. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new employment development will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of 

the location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where employment 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

The site is a large (18.23 ha) predominantly greenfield site and is likely to have a significant negative 

effect on this objective 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new housing in the Borough, the location of potential housing sites will not affect this objective and the 

effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 
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18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

++ The provision of new employment sites is likely to have a positive effect on this objective by providing 

new and modern developments in which businesses can locate.  

The site is large (18.23 ha) and is likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

++ The provision of new employment sites is likely to have a positive effect on this objective by ensuring 

that new job opportunities are provided to match the population growth that will result from housing 

development through other residential site allocations.  

The site is large (18.23 ha) and is likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

++ The effects of new employment development on this objective are likely to be positive as it should result 

in improved opportunities for work-based training and skills development.  The extent of the positive 

effect will be affected by the size of the employment site as larger sites are likely to offer particularly 

good opportunities for higher numbers of people to obtain new skills and training opportunities.   

The site is large (18.23 ha) and is likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective. 

Site Code: ATH6 west (Land North of A5, East of Whittington Lane) Reasonable alternative site option EMPLOYMENT 13.17HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

- While employment sites are not expected to have a significant effect on this objective, where 

employment sites are within walking distance (600m) of community services and facilities employees will 

be more easily able to access these services and facilities during breaks and before and after work.  The 

site is not within 600m of any community facilities so a minor negative effect is likely. 

 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of an employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score 

for all sites will be negligible. 
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3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Employment sites that are within walking distance (600m) of existing open spaces, footpaths and cycle 

routes will ensure that employees have good access to walking and cycle links which may encourage 

them to commute on foot or by bicycle and to be active outdoors in open space during breaks from work, 

thus promoting healthy lifestyles.   

The site is within 600m of the AE76 footpath and the canal towpath can easily be accessed from this site; 

therefore a minor positive effect is likely.   

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

0 The location of employment sites is not considered likely to affect this objective; therefore the score for 

all sites will be negligible. 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 It is possible that the provision of new job opportunities resulting from the allocation of new employment 

sites could help to improve overall levels of prosperity in the Borough; therefore reducing the levels of 

crime, although this is an indirect effect and cannot be assumed.  The effects of new employment 

developments on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the incorporation of 

green space within the employment sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, 

could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night when employment sites are 

likely to be quiet.  However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of employment sites 

(rather they will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of 

the potential employment sites on this SA objective will be negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ The effects of the potential employment sites on this SA objective will depend in part on the provision of 

open space and green infrastructure within the new development (which could be used by employees), 

and this is unknown at this stage.  However, proximity to existing recreational and cultural assets will 

also influence effects, particularly if facilities are within walking distance (600m).   

The Kings Head Public House is within 500m of the site and the canal towpath and footpath can also be 

reached within this distance; therefore a minor positive effect is likely. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. 

--/? As there are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within or immediately adjacent to 

North Warwickshire, the location of potential employment sites is not expected to affect these landscape 

designations. Outside of designated areas, where development will take place on greenfield land, the 

character of the local environment is more likely to be affected and larger sites will have a more 

prominent impact than smaller sites.  However, effects are uncertain depending on the design of new 

development and the quality of the landscape.  

The site is a large (13.17 ha) greenfield site and this may therefore have a significant negative effect.  
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8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

-? The potential for residential development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.   

The HEA found that this site is of medium to low sensitivity to development in relation to the potential for 

impacts on archaeology and historic landscape, lying on relatively undisturbed land apart from the canal 

corridor with some archaeological potential. Therefore, the development of this site could have a minor 

negative effect on this objective.  Trial trenching is recommended for determining presence/absence of 

any archaeology.  However, all effects are at this stage uncertain as they will be influenced by the 

specific design of developments, which is not known until the planning application stage.   

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

-- Employment sites that are within 250m of an international, national or local designated conservation site 

have the potential to affect the biodiversity or geodiversity of those sites, e.g. through habitat 

damage/loss, fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation pressure etc.  

Conversely, there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if employment developments 

include green infrastructure.  Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists, as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects 

and may even result in beneficial effects.  In addition, the potential impacts on biodiversity present on 

each site, or undesignated habitats and species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be 

determined at this strategic level of assessment.  This would be determined once more specific proposals 

are developed and submitted as part of a planning application. 

The site is more than 1km from any designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites but a potential wildlife 

site is contained within the site; therefore there is a potential significant negative effect. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

-- Where development takes place on greenfield land, it is a less efficient use of land than development on 

brownfield sites.  The site is large (13.17 ha) and on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a 

significant negative effect on this objective.  

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

--? The site is on Grade 3 agricultural land, currently rough pasture land, so will have a minor negative effect 

in relation to soils. 

Additional capacity will be required at Atherstone STW and the site lies both within a groundwater 

vulnerability and a primary/secondary aquifer zone which may have a significant negative effect overall 

in relation to hydrology. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 While new employment development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions 

(both through emissions from buildings and the increased vehicle traffic associated with employment-

related activities), the location of individual employment sites will not have a direct effect on the causes 

of climate change.  These factors would be influenced more by the specific design and construction 

methods used, and whether renewable energy infrastructure is to be incorporated in the development, 

which will not be known until planning applications come forward.   

Developments in certain locations, however, may be more vulnerable to the unavoidable impacts of 

climate change (such as flooding).  While it is recognised that new development in any location may offer 

good opportunities to incorporate SuDS, employment development on greenfield land would increase the 

area of impermeable surfaces and could therefore increase overall flood risk, particularly where the sites 

are large in size or are within high risk flood zones.   

The site is outside of flood zones 2, 3a or 3b, and hence is likely to have a negligible effect. 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 While all new employment development will inevitably involve an increase in energy consumption, new 

development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is 

assumed that new employment developments will be built to high standards of energy efficiency (in 

accordance with policy NW9: Energy Efficiency in the emerging Core Strategy).  However, the effects of 

new housing on efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of new housing 

development; therefore the effect of all of the proposed employment sites on this SA objective will be 

negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

- While new employment development is likely to increase consumption of natural resources through 

construction and by increasing the population, in most cases the location of potential employment sites is 

not expected to have a direct effect on this objective, with effects depending more on the energy 

efficiency of buildings and the use of good design and construction techniques.  However, development 

within Minerals Safeguarding and Consultation Areas (as identified in the Warwickshire Minerals Core 

Strategy) may sterilise mineral resources and restrict the availability of resources in the Borough.  

The site lies within 250m of a Minerals Safeguarding and/or Minerals Consultation area for sand and 

gravel and crushed rock so a minor negative is likely. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

+ The proximity of the employment sites to services, facilities and housing developments (most of which 

are likely to be concentrated in the larger service centres), as well as proximity to public transport links, 

could affect levels of car use by employees and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  

The site is within 600m of a public footpath (AE76) but not a housing site; therefore a minor positive 

effect is likely overall. 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

-- All new employment development will inevitably involve an increase in waste generation, regardless of 

the location, particularly where sites are large in size.  However, new developments may offer good 

opportunities for incorporating sustainable waste management practices, and where employment 

development is proposed on brownfield land, there may be good opportunities for using existing buildings 

and materials. 

This is a large site (13.17 ha) on greenfield land and is therefore likely to have a significant negative 

effect on this objective. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 While there may be opportunities for using locally sourced goods and materials during the construction of 

new development in the Borough, the location of potential employment sites will not affect this objective 

and the effects of all sites on this objective will be negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

++ The provision of new employment sites is likely to have a positive effect on this objective by providing 

new and modern developments in which businesses can locate.  

This is a large site (13.17 ha) and is therefore likely to have a significant positive effect. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

++ The provision of new employment sites is likely to have a positive effect on this objective by ensuring 

that new job opportunities are provided to match the population growth that will result from housing 

development through other residential site allocations.  

This is a large site (13.17 ha) and is therefore likely to have a significant positive effect. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

++ The effects of new employment development on this objective are likely to be positive as it should result 

in improved opportunities for work-based training and skills development.  The extent of the positive 

effect will be affected by the size of the employment site as larger sites are likely to offer particularly 

good opportunities for higher numbers of people to obtain new skills and training opportunities.   

This is a large site (13.17 ha) and is therefore likely to have a significant positive effect. 
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4 Open Spaces Options 

Site Code: DOR13 (Land West of Dordon) Allocated site (Open Space)  3.68HA 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, facilities 

and opportunities for all, regardless 

of income, age, health, disability, 

culture or ethnic origin. 

0 

The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible (0). 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 

The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible (0). 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ 

The proposed area of Open Space/ Formal Playing Fields lies within walking distance of significant 

existing residential development. (Replacement Open Space for a potential loss to the south of the A5 at 

the current playing fields and recreation area serving Dordon Football club and Birch Coppice Miners 

Welfare Centre, referred to in the Site Assessment DOR10 for potential Employment development). 

The area also lies just around 100m walking distance from the main Employment Allocation in the Site 

Allocations Plan, meaning that employees may be able to make use of the open space during breaks for 

active outdoor activities. The existing Birch Coppice Employment site, identified in the current adopted 

Local plan also lies around 350m away. The site should therefore have a minor positive effect on this 

objective. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 
0 

The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible (0). 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 

The effects of new open space sites on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as 

the design and the use of appropriate lighting, which could have an effect on perceptions of personal 

safety, particularly at night when open spaces are likely to be less well-used.  However, such issues will 

not be influenced by the location of the open sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential open space sites on this SA objective will 

be negligible (0). 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ 

The proposed area of Open Space/ Formal Playing Fields lies within walking distance of significant 

existing residential development (replacement Open Space for a potential loss to the south of the A5 at 

the current playing fields and recreation area serving Dordon Football club and Birch Coppice Miners 

Welfare Centre, referred to in the Site Assessment DOR10 for potential Employment development) and 

adjoins an existing allotments site off Browns Lane. 

The area also lies just around 100m walking distance from the main Employment allocation in the Site 

Allocations Plan and the existing Birch Coppice Employment site, identified in the current adopted Local 

plan, lies around 350m away; therefore employees will be easily able to access the site during breaks. 

The site should therefore have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North Warwickshire, 

including landscape character. +? 

The site is 3.68ha and is, in effect, replacement Open Space for a potential loss to the south of the A5 

(Sizwells/Dordon Football club site adjoining the Miners Welfare/Social club and proposed for 

employment uses under the current Employment Allocations in the Site Allocations Plan). It is therefore 

expected to have a minor positive effect (although as a replacement for a redevelopment loss this may 

be more appropriate as a “negligible” effect, to reflect that redevelopment. However, no overall loss of 

open space is expected, and redevelopment should aim to improve over the current provision in quality 

and quantity of provision resulting in a net gain). 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

+? 

The potential for employment development to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.  

The site is located to the north of Watling Street where the HEA indicates the main sensitivities will be 

archaeological, with potential for Roman features or settlement along the road (Roman findspot nearby 

MW238). The site is therefore considered to be of medium archaeological sensitivity. There is a low 

impact on the historic landscape. There are also potential views between the site and the designated 

asset at Hall End Farm indicated as of low impact on its settings and views, but the provision of open 

space will maintain views towards the designated asset. There is therefore likely to be a minor positive 

effect on this objective as a result of designating open space.  However, all effects are at this stage 

uncertain as they will be influenced by the specific design of developments, which is not known until the 

planning application stage.   

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

+ 

This is a fairly small, 3.68ha site currently used for arable agriculture and so is likely to have a minor 

positive effect on this objective.  It is noted that, in its consultation response in relation to this site, 

Natural England stated that it would be generally supportive of the creation of open space on this site. 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

0 

The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible (0). 

11. Maintaining the resources of air, 

water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

+ 

This is a fairly small, 3.68ha site currently used for arable agriculture of Grade 3 quality and so use of the 

site for open space is likely to have a minor positive effect on this objective in relation to soil. 

12. Minimising North Warwickshire’s 

contribution to the causes of 

climate change whilst implementing 

a managed response to its 

unavoidable impacts. 

0 

This is a fairly small, site, outside the flood zones 2, 3a or 3b so is likely to have a negligible effect on 

this objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 

The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible (0). 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 
0 

The proximity of open space site allocations to minerals safeguarding areas would not have a direct effect 

on this objective because the use of land for open space would not lead to the sterilisation of mineral 

resources in the same way that built development could.  Therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible (0). 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

0 

The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible (0). 

16. Encouraging and enabling waste 

minimisation, reuse, recycling and 

recovery to divert resources away 

from the waste stream. 

0 

The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible (0). 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 
0 

The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible (0). 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 

The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible (0). 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising from 

unequal access to jobs. 

0 

The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible (0). 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity to 

obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

0 

The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible (0). 

Site Code: ATH4 (OPEN SPACE) – (Land between Holly Lane and Sheepy Road) – Allocated site (Open Space) 7.09ha 

NOTE: This site is under the same ownership as the ATH4 and ATH5 sites and is part of the larger ATH4 site, with the residential element proposed on the 

southern part of the site outside areas affected by the flood zone. The Open Space proposal covers the remaining 7 ha area which is partly affected by 

floodplain and partly lies outside (along Sheepy Lane). This proposal could incorporate formal recreational playing pitches (primarily outside the floodplain) 

and informal natural open space using the Innage Brook route to potentially link to the River Anker. 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

1. Equal access to services, 

facilities and opportunities for all, 

regardless of income, age, health, 

disability, culture or ethnic origin. 

0 The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible. 

2. Developing and supporting 

vibrant and active communities and 

voluntary groups, who are able to 

express their needs and take steps 

towards meeting them. 

0 The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible. 

3. Tackling health inequalities and 

improve health by supporting local 

communities and by improving 

access and raising awareness 

+ Open space sites that are within walking distance (600m) of residential and employment development will 

ensure that people have good access to areas that can be used for active outdoor recreation, therefore 

promoting healthier and more active lifestyles.   

The site is within walking distance of residential development off Sheepy Road and is within 400m of the 

Site Allocations Plan employment allocation ATH15.  There is therefore likely to be a minor positive effect. 

4. Providing decent and affordable 

housing to meet local needs. 

0 The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

5. Reducing crime, fear of crime 

and antisocial behaviour. 

0 The effects of new open space sites on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the 

design and the use of appropriate lighting, which could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, 

particularly at night when open spaces are likely to be less well-used.  However, such issues will not be 

influenced by the location of the open sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site) and so the effects of all of the potential open space sites on this SA objective will be 

negligible. 

6. Providing opportunities to 

participate in recreational and 

cultural activities. 

+ Open space sites that are within walking distance (600m) of residential and employment development will 

ensure that people have good access to areas that can be used for recreation.  The site lies just around 

400m walking distance from the ATH15 Employment allocation in the Site Allocations Plan.  The site also 

adjoins existing residential development in Atherstone along Sheepy Road and Rowland Way. The site 

should therefore have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

7. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the assets of the natural 

environment of North 

Warwickshire, including landscape 

character. 

++ 

 

New open space sites will help to enhance the character and appearance of the natural environment; 

regardless of location.  However, larger sites may have particularly positive effects. 

This site is relatively large at approximately 7ha so will have a significant positive effect. 

8. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the quality and 

distinctiveness of the built 

environment, including the cultural 

heritage. 

+? The potential for open space allocations to affect cultural heritage in North Warwickshire has been 

informed by the Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) for the District.  The site lies partly within an 

area of medium sensitivity for archaeology but of low impact on historic landscape and views and settings 

of designated assets (Whittington Farmhouse and Alder Mill).  Therefore, allocating this site for open 

space ponent could have a minor positive effect on this objective. 

9. Valuing, enhancing and 

protecting the biodiversity of North 

Warwickshire 

++ New areas of open space are likely to have a positive effect on biodiversity by securing areas of habitat 

and promoting habitat connectivity. 

This site is relatively large at approximately 7ha so will have a significant positive effect.  Natural England 

and Warwickshire Wildlife Trust both noted in their consultation responses that the River Anker Local 

Wildlife Site is close by and that there may be protected species such as otters and water vole that may 

require protecting.  Therefore, allocating open space in this location may be particularly beneficial. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Justification 

10. Ensuring development makes 

efficient use of previously 

developed land, buildings and 

existing physical infrastructure in 

sustainable locations. 

0 The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible. 

11. Maintaining the resources of 

air, water and productive soil, 

minimising pollution levels. 

+ The site is predominantly Grade 3 agricultural, land so is likely to have a minor positive effect on this 

objective in relation to soil. 

12. Minimising North 

Warwickshire’s contribution to the 

causes of climate change whilst 

implementing a managed response 

to its unavoidable impacts. 

++ Where open space is allocated it could have a positive effect on flood risk, one of the most significant 
impacts of climate change, by ensuring that there are areas of permeable surfaces which should increase 
infiltration and reduce the risk of surface water flooding.  This will be particularly beneficial where sites 

are large and are within areas of higher flood risk. 

This is a relatively large site (over 5ha) partly within high flood risk areas (flood zones 2, 3a and 3b) and 
is therefore likely to have a significant positive effect.  

13. Reducing overall energy use 

through sustainable design, 

increasing energy efficiency and 

increasing the proportion of energy 

generated from renewable sources. 

0 The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible. 

14. Using natural resources 

efficiently 

0 The proximity of open space site allocations to minerals safeguarding areas would not have a direct effect 

on this objective because the use of land for open space would not lead to the sterilisation of mineral 

resources in the same way that built development could.  Therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible.  It should be noted that this site is a former open cast colliery, which has been worked in the 

past. 

15. Increasing use of public 

transport, cycling and walking and 

reducing use of the private car. 

0 The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible. 
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16. Encouraging and enabling 

waste minimisation, reuse, 

recycling and recovery to divert 

resources away from the waste 

stream. 

0 The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible. 

17. Encouraging local sourcing of 

goods and materials. 

0 The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible. 

18. Creation of a modern, healthy 

and diverse economy which is able 

to adapt to changes in the wider 

economy while remaining relevant 

to the needs of local people. 

0 The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible. 

19. Maintaining and enhancing 

employment opportunities and 

reducing the disparities arising 

from unequal access to jobs. 

0 The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible. 

20. Ensuring that people of all ages 

are provided with the opportunity 

to obtain the skills, knowledge, 

confidence and understanding to 

achieve their full potential. 

0 The location of areas of open space would not affect this objective; therefore the score for all sites will be 

negligible. 

 

 

 

 

 


