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The Council Offices, South Street, Atherstone CV9 1DE 

Open Monday – Friday  
9am – 5pm  
Tel: 01827 715341  
(8.30am-5.15pm)

After 5.15pm and at weekends,  
you can leave a message with  
your details and we’ll ring you  
back on the next working day.

24 hours emergency number for  
weekends and Bank Holidays: 01827 718086

www.northwarks.gov.uk

…is your free magazine from North Warwickshire 
Borough Council and the North Warwickshire 
Community Partnership.  It’s produced three times a 
year in July/August, November/December and March/
April and distributed to around 27,000 homes in North 
Warwickshire and to leisure centres, libraries, community 
hubs and other venues. It’s also on the website at 
www.northwarks.gov.uk/northtalk  

A large print version can be made available and an  
audio version is produced by North Warwickshire  
Talking Newspaper.

The next issue is November/December 2015

To enquire about advertising, contact: 
Karen Barrow, north talk editor   
Tel: 01827 719309  
email: karenbarrow@northwarks.gov.uk

Follow us on  
Facebook and Twitter

One Stop Shop and Contact Centre

  Produced on paper from recyclable sources. Remember to recycle your north talk!

New Leisure Line 01827 719321 for Arley Sports Centre, Atherstone Leisure Complex, 
Coleshill Leisure Centre and Polesworth Sports Centre.

Planning consultations
Since the last issue of north talk, the Forward Planning Team at the Borough Council has been busy with two consultations.  
The first was on “The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL).”  This sets out the amount of money a developer has to pay the 
Borough Council when they start work on site and mainly relates to housing developments.  The Borough and Parish Councils 
then use this money to provide the infrastructure, such as roads and shops for the area.  There will be a further round of 
consultation on CIL in the near future. 

The second consultation was on the “Meaningful Gap,” which aims to maintain  
and respect the separate identities of Polesworth/Dordon and Tamworth.   
There will also be more consultation on the Site Allocations Plan  
later this year, as there are some additional sites, which will  
support the Borough’s development. 

There are now seven Neighbourhood Plans across the  
Borough.  The first formal submission is expected later this  
year, when the Borough Council will run a six week consultation.  

To find out more or get involved in Neighbourhood  
Planning, email planningpolicy@northwarks.gov.uk  
or ring 01827 719499/ 719451. Read more at  
www.northwarks.gov.uk
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Area Forum East
Tuesday 15th September 

venue to be confirmed

Thursday 10th December 
venue to be confirmed

Area Forum South
Thursday 17th September 

Coleshill Town Hall

Tuesday 1st December 
Arley and St Michael’s Community Centre, Arley

Area Forum West
Tuesday 22nd September 

Hurley Village Hall

Thursday 26th November 
Piccadilly Community Centre

Area Forum North
Thursday 3rd September  

Tithe Barn, Polesworth

Thursday 19th November  
St Nicholas Church and Community Hall, Baddesley Ensor

Meetings usually start at 6.30pm – for more details, see  
www.northwarks.gov.uk/areaforums

Things have changed...
Do you receive housing benefit or help with your Council Tax? 
Have you had a change in your circumstances?
Tell us now.
If you receive help towards your Council Tax or Housing Benefit for your rent, you should tell us about any 
change in your circumstances.

You must tell the benefits office at the Council; it’s not enough to tell your landlord. We could overpay you 
and you may have to pay it back. Things you should tell us about include:-

It is your responsibility to let us know if things have changed.

• You stop or start work

• There are any changes in the amount of  
money which comes into your household  
i.e. your wages go up

• Someone in your household moves out

• Tell us if the letter we sent you to calculate your 
benefit is incorrect e.g. if your income is less 
than you are receiving

• Someone moves in with you - this could be a 
partner or a child

North Warwickshire
Borough Council

We can deal with your changes over the telephone; you usually won’t have to fill in a form.

So don’t delay, contact us on 01827 719365
or email us benefits@northwarks.gov.uk

Area Forum meetings
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Get a peachy beach body at the Borough Council’s Lifetimes leisure 
centres – with gym and class memberships from as little as £20 per 
month.  It’s time to stop making excuses and step out on the road to a 
new and healthier you.  With no contract memberships available too, 
there’s a number of membership types to suit you.

To find your nearest centre, visit www.northwarks.gov.uk/leisure or 
ring the Leisure Line on 01827 719321 and select the centre you want.

If you’re new to exercise, book in with one of the qualified  
Lifetimes instructors.  They will tailor a fitness programme for  
you, show you how to use the machines  –  and they’ll always  
be about if you need any help.  

If you want to really push yourself and  
work to the max, our Lifetimes Personal 
Trainers will guarantee results on those pecs, 
abs and glutes!  To find out more simply 
scan here or visit www.northwarks.gov.
uk/personaltraining 

They may not be the tablets you expect to sort your aches 
and pains but they will definitely help with your health!  

All four of the Borough Council’s leisure centres at Arley, 
Atherstone, Coleshill and Polesworth now have iPads  –  

commonly referred to as tablets (gone are the days when 
apple and blackberry were simply fruits you put in a pie 
or crumble…)

These new ‘Customer Service Points’ mean you can 
avoid queues at reception and use the iPads to book 
classes, join up as a member and browse the centres’ 
information.  It’s the latest development in the Lifetimes 
leisure online booking system, which also means you can 
book, pay and join from the comfort of your own home.

All the centres have free Wifi – just search for NWBC 
public and connect for free.

For more information, go to  
www.northwarks.gov.uk/leisure

Fit for summer ‘15

You can join up for just £17.30 for four weeks’ unlimited access  –  and there’s no contract to sign.  
Simply pop down to any of the four centres and quote #SummerStudentPass  

Or scan the QR code on your smart phone and read up on the offer.  You can renew the pass 
whilst you’re back home and all you need is your NUS card as proof.

If you’re a student  
home for the summer…

The tablets are working!

summer 
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BADGERS 
Atherstone  

10k Road Race

Sunday 30th 
August

Supporting Zoe’s Place baby hospice  
and children’s charity, Wooden Spoon.

Entries still open at  
www.badgersatherstone10k.co.uk

All four centres will be running a selection of activities and sports coaching over the summer 
holidays for children aged 4-16 years.  From fast track swimming lessons in Atherstone’s pool and 
football coaching at Polesworth, to trampoline and gymnastics coaching at Coleshill and Arley – 
there’s a huge range of activities to keep boredom at bay!

There’s more information at www.northwarks.gov.uk/summerkids or scan here using 
your smart phone for a more detailed list of what’s on and where.

Keeping boredom at bay!

New play area in 
time for summer
Atherstone’s latest revamped play 
area played host to two Mayors 
recently.  Councillor Martin Davis, 
the Mayor of North Warwickshire 
and Councillor Ray Jarvis, the 
Mayor of Atherstone were both 
on hand for the official opening 
of Westwood Road play area. 

The new £53,000 play area has 
been installed as a joint project 
between the Borough and 
Town Councils.  The new kit 
includes the Nexus Altitude 
Multiplay, the Titan swing, 
Mantis Zipwire as well as 
the more familiar sounding 
swings, roundabout, slide and 
climbing area.

New for 
summer 

2015
Sporting activities at Queen 
Elizabeth Community 
Sports Village at QE School,  
Atherstone in partnership 
with Top Score Academy. 
Soccer camp, tennis academy, 
musical theatre 10am-
3pm. Booking Hotline 
01827 899307; Text 07825 
255311; email: office@
topscoreuk.net

Standing: Gill Davis with Cllr Martin Davis. 

Front: Cllrs Ray Jarvis and Denise Clews.
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Nightingales Farm, Bentley, Atherstone CV9 2JR

Telephone: 01827 716551
Email: info.19gales@gmail.com

Our own beef and pork - sweet and savoury pies -  
bread & cakes - locally sourced fruit and veg

A real working farm in beautiful countryside

www.19gales.co.uk

FARM SHOP
OPEN:

Friday & Saturday 9am-5pm, 
Sunday 10am-4pm

Allergen alert!
If you have a food allergy, eating out 
or buying in can be a nightmare.  
However, since December last year, 
all food businesses must now provide 
information about the allergenic 
ingredients in their food.  This is 
under the EU Food Information for 
Consumers Regulation (EU FIC), 
which came into force on 13th 
December 2014.  

All food businesses -  including cafes, restaurants and takeaways -  will have to supply information for every item on their 
menu that contains any of these 14 allergens… 

Details of any allergens must be listed clearly for example, on a menu, a chalkboard or in an information pack.  Otherwise, 
the business must indicate where the information is held.  If it’s provided verbally, people must be able to check it’s accurate 
and the same information must be given every time.  If it’s a phone order for a takeaway, the allergen information must be 
provided before the food is purchased or in a written format when the food is delivered. 

If you’re eating out, always let the staff know that you have an allergy or food intolerance.  It’s also worth checking for 
allergens, even if you’ve eaten the dish before, as recipes and ingredients can change.

If you’re not sure about a dish or about the information you’ve received, don’t risk it!

The Alzheimer’s Society’s Dementia Friends programme is 
the biggest ever initiative to change people’s perceptions of 
dementia.  It aims to transform the way the nation thinks, 
talks and acts about the condition. 

Whether you attend a face-to-face session or watch the 
online video, Dementia Friends is about learning more about 
dementia and the small ways you can help.  From telling 
friends about the Dementia Friends programme,  to visiting 
someone you know living with dementia, every action counts.

www.dementiafriends.org.uk
Local Dementia Friends Session at Atherstone Library,  
Friday 18th September 2015,10 - 11am.  To book a 
place, ring 01827 721675. 

All the Borough Council’s leisure centres aim to achieve 
‘Dementia Friendly Communities’ status from the Alzheimer’s 
Society.  Atherstone Leisure Complex is also a member of the 
Coventry and Warwickshire Dementia Action Alliance.  Work 
is due to start soon at the complex to improve signs, paint 
schemes and lighting levels to help people with dementia.
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Something’s
not right…
Child sexual exploitation is happening in Warwickshire - don’t 
risk ignoring it. This is the stark message from a new campaign, 
launched earlier this year, calling on everyone to spot the signs 
and act when they see ‘Something’s not right…’

Detective Inspector Nigel Jones, who heads up the Child Sexual 
Exploitation Service for Warwickshire and West Mercia Police, said: “There 
are various figures on the scale of child sexual exploitation in Warwickshire - but in reality these are 
all estimates - and probably below what the reality is. We are determined to stop children being abused and exploited, 
to prevent harm to those being abused, bring justice to all those who commit such abhorrent crimes, and to ensure the 
public are confident to come forward when they require our help.” 

“The young person involved might not even be aware what is happening, so it might be a school friend, a parent,  
a taxi driver or a teacher who spots what is happening and helps bring an end to the exploitation.  I’d urge anyone 
to contact us when they see something’s not right. Call 01926 684490 to discuss your concerns or visit  
www.warwickshirecse.co.uk” 

If you’re bothered by off-road motorcycles, quad 
bikes or go-peds, report them online at  
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/dobemin

New recruits needed for 
Neighbourhood Watch
North Warwickshire’s 
Neighbourhood Watch 
is a dedicated team of 
volunteers who aim to 
prevent crime and make 
the area an even safer 
place to work, live in and 
visit.  They have access 
to security products and 
advice and regularly 
update members on the 
latest initiatives to protect 
people and property. 

If you’re interested in joining, contact Tony Hardman,  
Vice Chair on 01827 873774; email aphardman@aol.com

To see more information about Neighbourhood Watch, 
go to www.nwnhw.co.uk

As part of Warwickshire Rural 
Watch, villages are being 
encouraged to sign up to be a 
Village Watch – see the photo 
at Warton.  This is part of a 
package providing property 
marking and crime prevention 
alerts across the village.  For 
more information, contact 

the Co-ordinator Carol Cotterill on 07787 151848; 
email carolcotterill@warwickshire.gov.uk

Watch out … fuel thieves about…
Fuel can be siphoned off from vehicles and storage tanks.  
Warwickshire Rural Watch has some top tips to keep 
vehicles and property secure – see  
www.warwickshireruralwatch.co.uk
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Community Hubs have been set up across North Warwickshire with equipment 
that you can use to contact the Borough Council and other useful organisations.  
Some of the larger Hubs have video-conferencing, so you can speak to someone 
face to face.  You also have free use of computers to use the internet, search for 
jobs, get advice and information and learn online.  Hubs rely on local volunteers 
to keep them open and running.

Hubs are in Arley, Baddesley, Coleshill, Dordon, Hartshill and Mancetter.  Mini 
hubs and information points are in Ansley, Atherstone, Birchmoor, Coleshill 
Library, Polesworth Library, Water Orton Community Library and Wood End.

For more information about Hubs, go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/hubs 
or call 01827 715341.

The new Atherstone Hub, which opened on 2nd June at the 
Partnership Building, Coleshill Road, brings together Age UK and  
the Citizens’ Advice Bureau.

Open on Tuesdays and Thursday 10am - 4pm, the Hub is on the first 
floor and offers…

• A Citizens’ Advice Information Point
• Energy advice sessions 
• Appointments with partner organisations 
• Access to free pensions guidance service
• Help with online benefit applications
• Opportunities for volunteers
• Joint Age UK and CAB ‘open days’ 
• E- volunteers to help with the changeover to  

Universal Credit

Dordon Hub – Derek Avenue, Dordon
Free computer use in the communal room in Derek Avenue.  The 
Hub is run by two dedicated volunteers, Marie and Claire, who are 
there on Fridays from 10am - 3pm.

A tea and coffee morning is on Friday mornings from 10am for you 
to come and see the Hub and meet new people.  Bingo Buddies 
from 1pm – come and play a couple of games of bingo in a relaxed 
atmosphere, win fabulous prizes and meet old and new friends.

Video-conferencing coming soon! 

Mancetter Hub – Mancetter Memorial Hall,  
Old Farm Road, Mancetter, Atherstone. 
Now open in the Memorial Hall on Thursdays 10am - 12pm with a 
new suite of laptops available to use free of charge.  Stay and enjoy 
a cuppa and a catch-up at the Friends of Mancetter tea, coffee and 
chat café.

 

Making life easier, quicker 
and safer
 
·  Apply for it
·  Book it
·  Find it
·  Help with it
·  Pay for it
·  Report it
·  Tell us about it

Your Community Hubs
 “The heart of your community”

Find your nearest Community 
Hub for…
 
·  Free computer access
·  Free internet access
·  Job searching
·  Learn on line
·  Advice and information
·  Save time save money

New Community 

HUBS!
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Coleshill Community Hub, Coleshill Town Hall 
Fridays 7th August – 25th September, 10am -12 noon. 
Learn My Way courses and a chance to do a City and Guilds in Online Basics.

Water Orton Community Hub, Community Library 
Tuesdays 6th – 27th October, 10am – 12 noon.

To book your place, ring Leanne at the Volunteer Centre on 01827 717073.

If you want to try the Learn My Way course at home, simply log on to www.learnmyway.com  
create an account and use the centre code 3455824.

New computer courses

Registering with the Borough Council’s website between December and 
May meant you were in with the chance of winning an iPad mini.  The 
lucky owner of this nifty bit of technology is Sian Pemberton of Wood End.

You can still sign up on the Council’s website to ensure you receive  
regular updates on anything from planning applications to leisure news. 
Just go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/register and click on the  
‘register’ button on the top right of the home page screen. 
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Part-time Courses for Work and Leisure
We have hundreds of courses starting from September in 
both vocational and creative courses

•  Skills to enhance your CV
•  Learning for fun
•  Gain professional  qualifications for your career
•  Discover a new hobby

nwhc.ac.uk024 7624 3000 the.college@nwhc.ac.uk 

To find out more:
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4th Jobs Fair

Birch Coppice businesses 
go the extra mile

Evan Ross, left and Becky Evans, right from NWBC Community Development with one of the cyclists and Tam Meechan.

Atherstone Thursdays 1.15pm at Atherstone Leisure Complex

Austrey Fridays 10am at Austrey Baptist Church

Coleshill Thursdays 10am at Old Market Hall, Visitors’ Centre

Dordon Tuesdays 10am at St Leonards Church 

Grendon  Fridays 1pm at Grendon Community Centre

Hartshill Thursdays 1.30pm at Hartshill Community Centre

Kingsbury Wednesdays 11am at Kingsbury Methodist Church

Mancetter Tuesdays 10am at St Peter’s Church

Middleton Wednesdays 1pm at Middleton Hall, RSPB car park

Old Arley Thursdays 1pm at The Methodist Church

Ridge Lane & Birchley Heath Mondays 1pm at The Green, Ridge Lane

Employers such as National Express, Ocado and Mobile Care 
attended the fourth Jobs Fair organised by the Borough 
Council and Atherstone Job Centre. 

Whether people were looking for employment, thinking 
about starting up a business, needed advice about benefits or 
wanted help with writing a C.V., the event had the lot. 

Lynda Ward, Atherstone Job Centre Manager said: “The Jobs 
and Advice Fair provided a great opportunity for people to 
meet local employers and find out about the jobs on offer, 
ranging from production and warehouse work to caring for 
vulnerable people.”

Lynda added that the new 766/7 bus route between 
Nuneaton and Tamworth, via Birch Coppice started in 
October last year.  This service was introduced in direct 
response to meet business needs and to enable local people 
to access employment in the A5 area.  

Employees working at Birch Coppice swapped their four wheels 
for two to celebrate Bike to Work Week in June. The week of 
events and competitions was organised by IM Properties, on behalf 
of the Birch Coppice Green Travel Partnership.  The aim was to 
support people to get cycling as part of National Bike Week, which 
promotes cycling as a fun, safe and healthy activity.

 Cyclists enjoyed a free breakfast on the first day – provided 
by Olive Catering of Ratcliffe Culey -  free bike safety checks, 
information, advice and guidance, a led cycle ride, health 
messages and much more. 

Tam Meechan, the Estate Manager at Birch Coppice Industrial 
Estate said: “This was an ideal event for the companies on Birch 
Coppice Business Park to come together and promote cycling as 
a fun, sustainable and cheap way to get to work.”

North Warks walks

For more information email walking@northwarks.gov.uk 
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CALL US 024 7634 5554
Semi-Detached Home

£8,000

£3,750

£4,250

Mid-Terrace Home
£6,000

£3,750

£2,250

Energy Saving Solutions

ROCKWARM.CO.UK // EXTERNAL WALL, CAVITY & LOFT INSULATION

CLAIM YOUR 
£3,750 GRANT

FOR EXTERNAL WALL INSULATION

JUNE
2014

MARCH
2015

JULY
2015

SEPTEMBER
2015

DECEMBER
2014

£6,000
GRANT

£4,000
GRANT £3,750

GRANT

£3,750
GRANT (TBC)

£???
GRANT

BUY NOW & DON’T PAY MORE  LATER

        

   

            
         

         
       
       

      
              

                  

 

     
     

    
     
     

       
    
      
      

       
  

    
  

     
   
     

    

                 
              

   


  
 

    

    
  

    
   
   

  
   

  

 
   
  

    

            

   
   
      
    
   
  

 
     


   

  
  

      


   

  
      


  

   
      

   


  



 
   

      
         
        

               



15www.northwarks.gov.uk                        Tel: 01827 715341        

    
  WILLOW CENTRE

We also stock leading brands:  
Brasher, Bridgedale, Country Innovation,  
Healthy Back Bag, Paramo, Stealth Gear,  

Ridgeline and Tilley

•	Top	quality	Bird	Food:		
Nuts,	Seed,	Sunflower	Hearts,		

Fat	Balls	and	Cake
•	Bird	Feeders:	All	sizes	and	types	

•	Bird	Tables,	Nest	Boxes			
•	Brasher	Boots	and	Shoes			

•	Books,	CD’s,	DVD’s
•	Nikwax	Waterproofing	Products

Church Lane, Corley, Coventry CV7 8BA 
Tel: 01676 540501/542476   

e-mail: enquiries@focusoptics.eu

www.focusoptics.eu

 
Showrooms

Open Monday  
to Saturday 
9am-5pm

at Focus Optics

Specialists	in	Binoculars		
&	Telescopes

We carry one of the largest  
displays of optical  
instruments in the  
UK, for you to test  
in field conditions  
on our reserve. 

            
         

         
       
       

      
              

                  

     
     

    
     
     

       
    
      
      

       
  

  
         
        

               

HEROES NEEDED!
Every superhero needs 
someone equally super to 
look after them! 

We are looking for people of all ages 
and backgrounds to become Foster 
Carers.  Do you have the time, 
energy, motivation and a spare 
bedroom to be able to care for 
young people?

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/fostering
Tel: 08004081556

Can you foster a little superhero?

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Super hero fostering advert 202x138.pdf   12   30/10/2014   15:04




