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Important Milestone

The Local Plan for the Borough is 
reaching an important milestone.  It is 
due to be submitted to the Secretary 
of State at the end of March subject to 
approval by the Borough’s Full Council.  
This means that the representations 
made during the recent consultation 
period will be considered during an 
Examination. The latest information will 
be available on the Borough Council’s 
website.

The Examination

So what is an Examination?

As soon as the Local Plan is submitted 
it is then effectively in the Examination 
process.  An Inspector is appointed, by 
the Planning Inspectorate on behalf of 
the Secretary of State, to consider all of 
the representations.

There will also be a Programme 
Officer who will act as the main point 
of contact for the Inspector liaising 
between anyone involved with the 
examination process including the 
Borough Council.  The Inspector is 
an independent adjudicator who will 
consider all of the relevant information 

and make recommendations to the 
Borough Council as to whether the 
Local Plan is sound or can be made 
sound and so be adopted as the 
up-to-date planning policies for the 
Borough.  The Examination concludes 
when a report to the Borough Council 
has been issued by the Inspector.  
The Report may say the Local Plan is 
sound, sound with modifications or 
not sound.  The next stages will be 
outlined at that time depending on the 
outcome.

There will be a specific Examination 
page on the Council’s website which 
will have all the latest information.

Expected Timeline  
(subject to change)

March
Submission  
of Local Plan

June / July Hearing sessions

Autumn
Inspector’s 
Report

Autumn
Modifications  
(if required)

Autumn / Winter Adoption
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North Warwickshire’s strong 
economic performance

New figures suggest  
that North  
Warwickshire’s  
economy is  
booming and  
becoming increasingly  
important to the region.

North Warwickshire has the highest 
employment rate (85.3%) in 
Warwickshire and has experienced 
positive growth of over 12% over the 
last three years. This suggests that 
working age employment in North 
Warwickshire is growing around 12 
times faster than the county average 
and around six times the rate of 
national growth.

In addition Warwickshire’s level of 
productivity (how much each worker 
produces) is now above the national 
average having been around 10% 
below average at the end of the last 
decade. Warwickshire has seen the 
fastest growth in productivity of all 
local authority areas in the country, 
growing by 30.4% between 2009-
2016, higher than any other area 
and nearly double the rate for the UK 
as a whole (16.5%), and the West 
Midlands (16.9%). 

The draft Local Plan seeks to build 
on this good news by allocating 
around 50 hectares of land for jobs, 
including a major expansion at the 
cutting edge vehicle research and 
development facility at Horiba-MIRA 
on the A5.

Further information: Please contact the Forward Planning Team on  
01827 719499/451 or email - planningpolicy@northwarks.gov.uk.
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North Warwickshire will again be in the global sporting spotlight 
this summer when the world’s top women cyclists gather for the 
Warwickshire Stage of the Ovo Energy Women’s Tour.

The attention of the cycling world will be on Atherstone on  
Friday 15 June 2018 when stage three of the Women’s tour starts 
in the town.

The riders will set off from Atherstone’s Market Square then 
make their way through Ridge Lane, Birchley Heath, Church End, 
Ansley, New Arley and Fillongley before leaving the borough to 
race through Warwickshire to the stage finishing-line in Royal 
Leamington Spa.

The race and its spectators always bring a great lift in profile, 
as well as an economic boost, to North Warwickshire and 
preparations are well underway to offer the warmest of welcomes 
to the cyclists and all associated visitors for the event.

There will be a number 
of ways that residents 
can get involved with 
preparations so please 
keep an eye on  
www.northwarks.
gov.uk/WT2018 for 
more exciting news and 
information as we head 
towards a summer of cycling.

Women’s Tour returns to Warwickshire

Strategic Leisure Review
After more than 12 months of work, the Borough 
Council has taken receipt of draft Leisure Facilities, 
Green Space and Playing Pitch Strategies produced 
by external consultants.  The documents, which are 
available on the council’s website, provide a framework 
for activity and a series of recommendations for leisure 
provision through to 2031.

Councillors have initially given detailed consideration to 
the draft Leisure Facilities Strategy.  At its meeting held 
in February, the Council made a number of decisions 
that will both protect and enhance leisure facility 
provision for local communities for many years to come:

• To secure the continued and improved provision of 
leisure services in Arley, the Council will look to asset 
transfer the local Sports Centre to an alternative 
leisure provider.

• A feasibility study will be carried out, which will look 
at the options for replacing both Atherstone Leisure 
Complex and Polesworth Sports Centre.

• The Council will also work to secure the immediate 
future of Polesworth Sports Centre at its current 
location at Polesworth School.

The Strategic Leisure Review process is helping the 
council to understand and assess the long-term leisure 
needs of local people and communities.  The views and 
recommendations of the external consultants have been 
and will be used to inform decisions that will look to 
sustain and improve leisure provision for local residents 
and customers for many years to come.

Councillors will give further detailed consideration to 
the draft Green Space and Playing Pitch Strategies in the 
near future, although the Council has decided to make 
£150,000 available in order to improve the quality of 
local sports pitches.

The review and strategy documents can be found 
on the council’s website as part of the Local Plan 
Consultation.

www.northwarks.gov.uk/info/20028/forward_
planning/1090/planning_consultations 



Warwickshire County Council

Order now online
www.biobag-uk.com/warks

for Warwickshire

Special 
Offer

6 rolls x 25 liners

only £7.95
inc. P&P

for Warwickshire 
residents

COMPOSTABLE
Caddy Liners

Caddy Liner A4 Landscape Poster.indd   1 25/01/2018   11:22

Warwickshire County Council

Take a leaf out of our book 
and compost at home

Compost 
Bin 

from £10

Uncooked food and garden waste

Green 
Cone 

from £20

Cooked food waste

Green 
Johanna 
from £30

Cooked food and garden waste

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/composting or call 01926 412593 

Compost Bin Advert Landscape.indd   1 13/02/2018   10:49
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Keeping our Borough
green and tidy
The Borough takes pride in its smart appearance - and 
keeping its green spaces looking good is a never-
ending job for the Grounds Maintenance team.

The 15-strong team works all-year-round to maintain 
the borough’s recreation fields, sports pitches, parks, 
estates, verges and shrub-beds as well as trees, river 
banks and hedges. It also looks after the borough’s 30 
play areas, checking equipment such as swings and 
slides on a weekly basis to ensure they are safe and the 
areas are tidy.

It’s a big brief which takes a lot of planning, skill and 
hard graft from the team which also works closely with 
the Street Cleansing and Housing teams, as well as 
maintaining some land owned by county and parish 
councils and some within sheltered housing schemes.

Whatever time of year, the Grounds Maintenance 
team has plenty on its to-do list. During peak growing 
season, mid-March to mid-October, they work in pairs 
across the Borough, mowing the equivalent of four 

and a half square miles of grass each year. A tractor 
is used in open spaces while estates and verges are 
tackled by ride-on mowers which can manoeuvre 
around obstacles bollards, benches, trees and parked 
cars.

In most areas, grass clippings are left to break down 
naturally. This process is known as mulching, saving 
the time and cost of transportation and disposal, and 
is an efficient and cost-effective method used by many 
councils. Any grass clippings which are collected are 
composted.

During the winter the team focuses on weeding, de-
littering and pruning as well as tidying recreation fields 
and tree works to prepare them for the next growing 
season. As the daylight hours grow, so does the team’s 
working day - in the never-ending quest to keep the 
Borough attractive and tidy.
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Standards are sure to be as high as ever in 
this summer’s Housing Garden Competition.

Open to all council Housing tenants in the 
Borough, the competition last year attracted 
some truly outstanding entries which helped 
make the area more attractive for residents 
and visitors alike.

Additional categories were added to 
encourage a wider range of entries. 
These included front garden, rear garden, 
container, vegetable patch and community 
garden and all entries were to a high 
standard, giving the judges (members of the 
Borough-wide Tenants Forum) some very 
tough decisions to make. 

After much deliberation, the winners were 
named as Mr Smith (Grendon), Mrs Miller 
(Chapel End), Mr Kelly (Fillongley), Mr Gee 
(Baxterley), Mr Shaw (Atherstone), Mrs 
Neil (Hartshill), Mr Gosling (Coleshill), Mr 
& Mrs Taft (Atherstone) and Mrs Stephens 
(Piccadilly).

Now thoughts are turning towards the 2018 
competition.

“We would like to thank 
everyone who entered for 
their hard work and skills 
and for giving such a positive 
contribution to the community,” 
said Julie Richardson, 
Neighbourhoods and Tenant 
Involvement Officer.

“If you are a Housing tenant 
living in North Warwickshire 
and would like to enter the 
competition this year, please 
look out for the entry form that 
will be mailed out to you in 
April.”

Help brighten the  
Borough in our  
housing competition

Mrs Miller (Chapel End)
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What is the Food Hygiene Rating Scheme? 
The Food Hygiene Rating Scheme (FHRS) helps you choose 
where to eat out or shop for food by telling you how 
seriously the business takes their food hygiene standards.

The scheme is run by local authorities in England, 
Northern Ireland and Wales and applies to restaurants, 
pubs, cafes, takeaways, hotels, supermarkets and other 
food shops.

Each business is given their hygiene rating when it is 
inspected by a food safety officer from the business’s local 
authority. The food safety officer inspecting the business 
checks how well the business is meeting the law by 
looking at:

• how hygienically the food is handled – how it is 
prepared, cooked, re-heated, cooled and stored

• the condition of the structure of the buildings – the 
cleanliness, layout, lighting, ventilation and other 
facilities

• how the business manages and records what it does to 
make sure food is safe

At the end of the inspection, the business is given one 
of the six ratings from 0-5. The top rating of ‘5’ means 
that the business was found to have ‘very good’ hygiene 
standards. Any business should be able to reach this top 
rating.

How to check the rating of a food business? 
Whether you’re eating out or ordering in, you can check 
the food hygiene rating of the food outlet by:

• looking for the green and black sticker in the window

• checking online at www.food.gov.uk/ratings

The Borough Council has helped 
deliver a campaign which has led 
to “substantially improved” noise 
mitigation measures from the 
construction of HS2 .

The council’s Environmental Health 
Division’s work on the HS2 project, 
principally around improving mitigation 
of the project’s impacts during both 
construction and operational phases, is 
ongoing.

Their work, in conjunction with 14 
other local authorities as part of the 
HS2 Local Authority Noise Consortium, 
has achieved notable success. 

The consortium ran a jointly-funded, 
cost-effective campaign, based upon 

good personal relationships and clear 
and agreed mutual benefits, which has 
been recognised by two awards.

It has won the Chartered Institute Of 
Environmental Health excellence award 
for most outstanding environmental 
health team and the John Connell 
award from the Noise Abatement 
Society. 

The citation for the John Connell 
award stated that the councils’ 
collaboration “has been an 
extraordinary example of how, 
despite budget and manpower 
shortages, it was possible to achieve 
substantially improved noise mitigation 
measures than was included in 
the original project Environmental 

Statement. It allowed the effects of 
noise on the health and wellbeing 
of the communities which could 
be adversely affected over the 18 
years of construction, to be properly 
considered.”

Work to limit noise from 
HS2 recognised by awards

The National Food Hygiene 
Rating Scheme
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An Atherstone based business, Little Em’s Emporium of 
Art, is about to step up its support for local Veterans.  
It’s already a popular drop in point for local Veterans and 
offers coffee and cake mornings every Thursday from 
10.30am.  But from Monday 16th April its owner Emma, 
a Veteran herself, will be offering FREE Therapeutic 
recreation workshops for former members of the armed 
forces in her Market Street shop.   

This project, is being supported by Warwickshire County 
Council Community Safety and Locality working team and 
NWBC, is designed to give veterans opportunities to:

• Express themselves in a creative way 

• Use art and other crafts 

• Build networks and social connections

• Share skills and experiences. 

All materials and refreshments will be provided and 
sessions will run from 16th April (1:30pm-4:30pm) every 
two weeks for a minimum of four sessions. 

Anyone interested in coming along 
should contact Emma on 07572 266472 
or via Facebook ‘Little Eme’. 

Christmas cheer was brought to 
more than 300 adults and children 
by the Ediblelinks project backed 
by North Warwickshire Borough 
Council.

Following successful Christmas 
Hamper projects in recent years, it 
was agreed that another ‘turkey 
run’ would take place in 2017. 
Partners organisations were invited 
to nominate individuals and families 
for a Christmas Hamper and in the 
run-up to Christmas, donations were 
made to help various community 
raffles which raised around £1,500 
for local causes.

The North Warwickshire community 
responded brilliantly with nine 
tonnes of food and gifts donated by 
sources including Twycross School 
and, of course, our main supporter 
Ocado, who provided four tonnes 
of meat, fresh fruit and vegetables 
on Christmas Eve alone!  Some of 
the food went towards the serving 
of 1,000 hot meals, including 98 on 
Christmas Day.  

With the help of a small army of 
wonderful volunteers, food and 

treats went into 113 hampers 
that were delivered across North 
Warwickshire and which helped 
improve Christmas for 341 people 
and were very well-received as 
shown by feedback which included:

• “A big thank-you to everybody 
involved in these food hampers. 
You are wonderful people and 
myself and my two sons can’t 
thank you enough.”

• “This amazing scheme has 
made a massive difference to my 
family.”

• “I think this is brilliant. It reminds 
you there is still a Christmas 
spirit and someone that wants to 
do good for nothing in return. 
Fantastic.”

• “The Christmas hamper was very 
helpful. Gifts were good quality 
and educational. Helps with the 
worry of cost worry of Christmas 
time. Thank-you.

• “I am so very grateful I can’t put 
it into words. I thank everyone 
involved who done this for my 
family. I thank everyone from the 
bottom of my heart.”

• “Without your support we would 
not have managed. Thank you.”

Our huge thanks go to: Ocado and 
everyone else who donated to the 
Christmas Hampers; our volunteers 
who helped with the hampers and 
also kept the FoodHub business 
going day to day on a very busy run-
up to Christmas; the schools and 
centres that co-ordinated their own 
hampers; and finally a huge thanks 
to the volunteer drivers who gave up 
a few precious hours on Christmas 
Eve to help distribute the hampers.  

If you have any spare time to 
volunteer at Ediblelinks each 
week, please contact Bill McCann 
on 01827 719220 or email 
billmccann@northwarks.gov.uk. 
Jobs to do include collecting surplus, 
shelf-stacking, unpacking boxes, 
making food hampers - and making 
the tea!

The Ediblelinks FoodHub is open 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 9am-12.30pm and 
1.30-3.30pm.

Community shows its heart to make  
“massive difference” at Christmas

Calling all Veterans
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Borough charitable project recognised by award
Competition for the Charitable Initiative of the Year was fierce but the council and its partners came out on top at the Credit 
& Customer Service Conference & Awards ceremony in Manchester award.  The Borough’s Revenue and Benefits team 
picked up the accolade which recognised excellent work with the Healthy Living Network and, in association with local 
business Ocado, via Edible Links project.

The award also acknowledged the council’s work with Financial Inclusion partners, on targeted events which provided 
support and advice to local people and it highlighted other partnership work like the B.O.B. bus.  

The Team also collected another award on the night when it was named Best Public Sector Collections Team (local collections) 
for the second year running.  It was also short-listed in two other categories: Vulnerable Customer Support Initiative (creditor) 
and Best Customer Service Provider. 

Jo Robinson (head of revenues and benefits shared service) and Sally Roberts (benefits and financial inclusion, shared service 
manager) collected the awards on behalf of their teams.

Fly-tipping - if it’s your  
rubbish, you are responsible
Fly tipping, the illegal dumping or tipping of waste onto 
land, is an ongoing problem and one which the Borough 
and its residents need to work together to tackle effectively.

In 2017 there were 983 reported incidents of fly tipping in 
the Borough. Each one of those was not only unsightly but 
incurred a cost to the Borough’s residents to clear up. 

To reduce this problem, we need your help.

Report it online

• If you come across dumped waste, please try to note 
what the rubbish is, how much there is and where it is 
located.

•  If you see someone fly-tipping it may be safest not to 
approach them. If it is safe, try to note the description 
of the person(s) involved (height, age, build, registration 
number of any suspicious vehicles nearby).  

•  If there is evidence within the waste please do not 
touch or remove it as it needs to be left in place so the 
Borough Council can formally investigate the incident.

•  You can report fly tipping online at www.northwarks.
gov.uk/flytipping or by phone on 01827 715 341.

Know your responsibilities. Avoid the  
‘Facebook fly tipper’

•  Be very careful of offers on social media to remove  
your waste.

•  Some people will simply take your money for taking 
your waste and dumping it down a country lane.  If 
your waste is found dumped, even if someone else 
has done it, you could be held responsible for the 
crime.

•  Many legitimate waste companies use social media 
to promote their services. If you are paying anyone to 
get rid of your waste, ask to see their waste carriers 
licence and check they are licensed at environment.
data.gov.uk/public-register

Or:

•  Take your rubbish to a recycling centre (tip) within 
Warwickshire. The closest sites are Lower House Farm 
in Dordon or Judkins at Tuttle Hill, Nuneaton.

 If the item is in a usable condition contact a charity.  
Many will collect items for free. 

The Borough Council will collect six large items 
for £23.50 – bulky waste collections can be 
booked online at www.northwarks.gov.uk/bulky 
or by calling 01827 715 341



External wall insulation can prevent energy loss and 
cut your fuel bills significantly.

Semi-detached from only £4,995  |  Mid-terraced from only £2,495

Don’t be left out in the
          this winter!

Before

After

We had rockwarm to install the exterior cladding on our house. we are very pleased that we 
chose them. until now, our house was always cold, last night we had the first frost of the winter 
what a difference the cladding has made. Our central heating was on the lowest setting, we 
turned it off much earlier than normal, it’s great. the appearance of the house is transformed,
we love it. Rockwarm gave us great service, every single person we dealt with, from the 
office to the whole installation team were a pleasure to deal with. I consider them to 
be an exceptional company from beginning to end, I can’t speak highly enough of 
them. In an age when there seems too much of a “could not care less attitude”, 
how great to come across the opposite. Thank you everyone at Rockwarm.

StevenS-199 rockwarm. external insulation
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           SW IM MING                       LESSONS FOR MORE INFO
PLEASE CALL US ON

 01827 719321

WE’VE ADDED MORE SESSIONS! 

ANY AGE OR ABILITY, WE HAVE THE LESSON TO SUIT YOU!
PROVIDING ASA STANDARD STAGE 1 - STAGE 10

ATHERSTONE LEISURE COMPLEX

The Speaking Up group, part of the charity Grapevine, 
Coventry & Warwickshire recently visited Atherstone 
Leisure Complex to undertake some work on assessing 
access to local services and the customer experience of 
these local services through the eyes of people with a 
variety of learning difficulties. – Members from the 
Speaking Out group who reviewed the site included:
Steve, Eileen, Stephen, Louise and Graham.
 

Grapevine supporting access to services

Grapevine helps all kinds of people experiencing isolation, poverty and disadvantage to build better lives.
 

http://www.grapevinecovandwarks.org/

The Speaking Up group ran an audit at the facility looking at external access, parking, 
signage before reviewing the internal service with a focus on atmosphere, customer 
service, information, access to activities and equipment, support and cleanliness.
The group reviewed their findings with the team from North Warwickshire 
Borough Council Leisure & Community Development Division. The results of the audit will 
now be reviewed by the Leisure Facilities Manager at NWBC and form part of the 
development plan at the facility. Improved signage, information with larger print along with 
clearer opening times and information on staff members were some of the improvements 
and suggestions made by the group, which we will now look to implement at Atherstone 
Leisure Complex and also at the rest of our Leisure facilities: Arley, Coleshill and Polesworth 
                                                      to  help improve services for the wider community.

Atherstone Leisure Complex has already under gone work 
to improve services for people with Dementia and staff 
have received training to support access and opportunity 
to local services and the site is also registered as a Safe 
Place. https://www.safeplaces.org.uk/



Atherstone Leisure Complex
01827 719321
www.northwarks.gov.uk/leisure

BRAND NEW 
JORDAN IGNITE RIG
REFRESHED HIGH 
PERFORMANCE WEIGHTS 
AREA
MOTIVATIONAL 
PERSONAL & GROUP 
TRAINING PROGRAMMES
NEW EXCITING 
FITNESS CLASSES

For updates
WATCH THIS SPACE

FT ZONE



GYMNASTICS
YOUNG TALENT CONTINUE WITH LIFETIMES 

Polesworth Gymnastics Club was reborn in September 1997 and has gone
from strength to strength. 

Head Coach, Carrie Davies says “It initially started 
off in the new school gym with two coaches and 
six gymnasts. This has grown significantly over 
the last 20 years to over 200 children and seven 
coaches. Gymnasts range from age two and a 
half up to 16 years and many gymnasts have 
progressed through the club and are now qualified 
coaches. ” 

 Kaicee, Meggan, Laura, Ashleigh and
Ellina are five of the clubs longest 
serving gymnasts. 
They have all been with the club for 
over 15 years, starting out
as early as four years old.  After learning 
the ropes and progressing through into 
the advanced classes, they began 
 
 

volunteering with the club to help others. Putting together their hard 
work, dedication and passion for the sport they all went on to qualify as 
level 1 & 2 gymnastics instructors. They now continue where they first 
started out as coaches for NWBC. 

INTERESTED IN JOINING? 
We run gymnastics at our Arley, Coleshill and Polesworth Sites.

For more info please visit: www.northwarks.gov.uk/leisure
or call 01827  719 321
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Shed Security
With spring here and summer around 
the corner it’s a good opportunity to 
review your security and your garden 
shed is an ideal place to start.

You would never leave your house 
unlocked, but leaving your garage 
or shed unlocked can lead to just as 
much damage and devastation by 
offering thieves a way into your home. 

Research shows that thieves often take 
tools such as ladders and spades from 
a garage or shed to help them break 
into a house - so please ensure that 
yours are always locked away.

Tips to consider:

• Try to site your shed within view 
of the house and ensure there is 
adequate lighting. 

• Consider installing an alarm, 
there are a number available from 
Neighbourhood Watch.

• Visibly mark all removable items 
with your postcode and house 
number.

• Ensure the shed is in a good state 
of repair. Fit a good quality padlock.

• Ensure the hasp is bolted through 
the shed and into a steel plate. 

• Replace ordinary screws on 
outbuilding doors with non-return 
screws or coach bolts. Glue, 
smeared over the heads of screws, 
may stop the thief from unscrewing 
them.

• Make a note of make/model/serial 
number of tools and bicycles, take 
photographs and secure in a safe 
place.

• High-value items such as bicycles 
and lawn mowers should be 
shackled together, ideally to the 
fabric of the building or to a metal 
post cemented into the ground.

• Consider having lockable steel 
boxes fitted to the floor to store 
your tools.

• Obscure the window of your shed/
garage to prevent thieves seeing 
what you have inside.

• Use signage to let offenders know 
you have security marked your 
property and you are a member of 
a Watch Scheme.

www.warwickshireruralwatch.co.uk

And for  
more 
advice…
On the Warwickshire 
Rural Watch website 
there is a short film 
where a police officer 
has walked around 
a house, garden and 
shed, showing you 
some of the measures 
you can take to protect 
your property. 

There are also lots of 
crime prevention tips 
and advice to help 
you, plus the facility 
to enter your email 
address to receive alerts 
on incidents and good 
news stories for our 
area.
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The Healthy Living Network 
are current running a variety 
of Community Health and 
Wellbeing activities across North 
Warwickshire, including:

Honesty Shops
(Items include nappies, baby 
wipes, toiletries, tea, coffee, fruit, 
vegetables, tins, toilet paper, 
cereals, crisps, pasta etc.,). There 
are no prices, just donate what 
you can afford!  Everyone is 
welcome, and you do not need 
to be in receipt of benefits:

• Atherstone: St. Mary’s 
Honesty Shop. Running on 
the second Tuesday and fourth 
Saturday of the month (Tuesdays 
09:20-11:00, Saturdays 11:00-
12:30). 

• Coleshill Community Café 
& Honesty Shop within The 
Old Courtoom, Coleshill 
Town Hall. Meet our team 
of volunteers at the Coleshill 
Community Café. The last Friday 
of each month from 10:00-
1:00pm.

Activities for Families:
• Bumps & Babies Stay & Play, 

Arley Community Centre. 
First and third Wednesday of 
the month from 1:00-2:30pm. 
Come along and join the fun. 
Includes drinks and healthy 
snacks for children. Timetabled 
additional activities include a 
baby weigh service.

• Baby & Me Exercise Class. 
Atherstone St., Mary’s Church 
(within Youth HQ building). 
A fun class for mum and baby 
which incorporates a full body 
workout. Includes optional 
weight management and 
nutritional support. For more 
information call Hannah on 
07876335346.

• Volunteer Lead Stay & Play, 
Arley Community Centre. 
Every Friday from 09:30-11:00 

(term time only). A brand new 
facility for local parents and 
children. Includes drinks and 
healthy snacks for children.

• Paediatric First Aid Workshop 
in Dordon. Following on 
from the success of our free 
workshops in Atherstone & 
Baddesley Ensor, we now plan to 
host a third in Dordon. Time and 
date to be confirmed. Call Sally 
on 024 7632 2048 to reserve 
your place and find out more. 

• Family Cookery Classes. Come 
along to Arley Community 
Centre and learn how to cook 
like a pro! Each week we tackle 
a new recipe and create family 
friendly dishes on a budget. 
Starts Thursday March 1st, 3:45-
5:45. Free. Booking essential, 
places limited (024 7632 2048).

• Dordon Bingo & Social Club. 
Want to get out of the house 
more? Want to get to know 
your neighbours better? Come 
and join us every Tuesday from 
2-4pm at Dordon Village Hall for 
our Bingo & Social club. Tickets 
£2:50 or £5:00. All welcome. 

• Coming soon to Baddesley 
Ensor. 45 min exercise class on 
Monday mornings. Incorporates 
aerobics, BLT’s, circuits & 
boxercise. Only £2:50 (includes 
on-site childcare). Call Sally to 
find out more and reserve your 
place 024 7632 2048.

A growing bakery in North Warwickshire 
has received a grant of nearly £25,000 to 
extend the family run bakery in Grendon. 
W.H. Gaytons & Sons Ltd. applied for 
LEADER funding and was approved 
for the grant in December 2016. The 
extension to the bakery took place 
over 2017 and was finally finished in 
December 2017. 

The extension to the bakery has already 
created one full-time job and will create 
another job by the end of this year. 

LEADER funding is part of the Rural 
Development Programme for England 
and is open to businesses in the rural 
areas of North Warwickshire and Hinckley 
and Bosworth. Grants of between £2,500 
- £50,000 are available for businesses 
with under 50 employees that are looking 
to grow, create jobs and have a positive 
impact on the local rural economy.

David Gayton, Director of the business, 
which is now in its third generation of 
the Gayton family and was established 
in 1919, says “We are pleased to have 
been approved for LEADER funding as 
the project will allow us to increase the 
quantity of products we currently supply 
and enable us to develop our product 
range further. We have approximately 
70 local wholesale customers that we 
currently supply daily. The increase in the 
number and range of products will also 
have a positive impact on our customers’ 
turnover.”

If you would like to find out more 
about LEADER grants please 
contact the LEADER Programme 
Team on 01827 719 271 or email 
leaderproject@northwarks.gov.uk

Healthy Living Network In need  
of dough?
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The Community Development Team works with 
local residents and partners to bring about positive, 
community led change. Led by Becky Evans, Community 
Development Manager, the team is made up of 6 
members of staff who work closely with residents across 
North Warwickshire to solve issues and build strong, 
resilient communities. You will spot us out and about 
having a chat to people. Come and say “Hi!”

The team delivers a number of projects that focus 
on community safety (led by Evan Ross), health 
improvements (led by Emma Bracey), rural regeneration 
(Rachel Stephens and Clare Haines), funding and special 
projects (Stephanie Wagstaff and Emma McKay). 

In addition, The Community Development Section also 
looks after green spaces, play areas, and trees (Katherine 
Webster and Andy Watkins) and LEADER funding (Dena 
Read and Helen Kirk). 

Some of the project were involved with are covered 
in articles on this page.  If you would like further 
information about our work or have any questions 

you can contact the Community Development Team 
on 01827 719317 or at communitydevelopment@
northwarks.gov.uk  Or why not ‘like’ our Facebook 
page - @NWBCcommunitydevelopment – to find 
out about upcoming events and activities.

Meet the Community Development Team
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Leading a healthy life can sometimes seem like an uphill struggle with so 
many demands in our everyday lives, and that’s why, with our #onething 
campaign we are asking people to think about just one thing they could 
change in their life to be a little healthier. 

The #onething team have been at a number of events offering BMI checks, 
testing people’s blood pressure and blood sugar. Last year the #onething 
campaign was at two Big Day Out events in Dordon and Atherstone and we 
will be attending the Big Day Out in Coleshill on the 10th of June so be sure 
to come over!

#onething coordinator Michelle Black says “Asymptomatic diseases are tricky 
as you do not always feel unwell unless it starts to get serious. These checks 
show the early signs if there is anything wrong with their health. Some 
people suspect there might be something wrong, but decide not to go to the 
doctor. Others have no signs of being ill and are surprised to find they might 
have a high blood sugar reading. By having the on the spot checks, they 
can then seek further advice from their GP before it turns into something 
serious.”

People can then make a pledge. Pledges are small and can be something  
like to 

 
People can also make their own pledge to change onething about their 
lifestyle at home by going directly to the website youronething.com  
or @onethingpledge.

For more information on our health checks, or to see what events we are headed to, go to our  
website https://onething.warwickshire.gov.uk/ or like/follow us on Facebook or Twitter.

Small lifestyle changes 
can make a significant 
improvement in 
your health. We are 
encouraging people to 
make changing in the 
following areas:

“Drink  
more 

water”

“Eat an 
extra piece 
of fruit a 

day” 

“To walk  
to work”
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Update on the Redesign of Meadow Street Gardens
North Warwickshire Borough Council is working in partnership with Friends of Atherstone Heritage to redesign Meadow 
Street Gardens to enhance this valuable space and reveal the rich heritage of Atherstone as a centre for hat making.  

A landscape consultancy has been appointed and will be out consulting with the local community soon.  If you would 
like to get involved please let us know by contacting Katherine Webster - Green Space Officer on 01827 719492 or email 
katherinewebster@northwarks.gov.uk

Existing Skate area

Existing Skate area

KEY CODE DESCRIPTION FHF SURFACING
1 CAR-TAN(008) Titan 1.5m

259.5 no. Grass mat tiles

2 HS8057073(08) DNA Climber 2.0m
3 DSCYC(008) Cyclops Basket Swing 1.5m
4 HAG8057602 UniPlay Jilllibrad 2.3m
5 HAG036C(006) Lillie Toddler Basket Swing 1.1m
6 HS8050600(06) Mini Titan 1.0m
7 HAG8036747(008) Mantis Zipwire 20m 1.5m
8 RA401S Rota Roka 1.0m
9 HAG8047450 UniMini Amris 0.6m

10 SWO244(008) 2.4m Olympic Swing 4 Seat - 1x Cradle 1x Tango 2x Flat 1.47m
11 xxxx 2m Playground Trampoline 1.0m
12 V-OFPICNIC(001) Essentials Picnic Table n/a n/a
13 V-OFSEAT(001) Essentials Seat x2

General re-instatement over access route to point of installation and compound location - 40m²
Excavate to 170mm & cart away spoil Supply & install 120mm MOT Type 1 Supply & install 40mm tarmac base course - 62m² |

Supply & install 5mm Resin Bonded Surfacing - 62m² | Supply & install edging 915 x 150 x 50mm - 105m for Pathway
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  Plan of the new play area at Bretts Hall:

Bretts Hall Play Area
The installation of new play equipment at Bretts Hall Recreation Ground has recently been completed. 

It has all been made possible by the tremendous effort and commitment of members of Ansley Common Residents 
Association (ACRA) to lobby for new play equipment. They also helped with public consultation and raising their own 
contribution towards the costs.  Other funding for the project has come from North Warwickshire Borough Council and 
external partners, including; the local County Councillor, the Tesco “Bags of Help” scheme, Smart Start, the Ley Group 
and Ansley Parish Council.

We hope that you can join us at the celebration event this spring.

To find out more contact Katherine Webster - Green Space Officer on 01827 719492 or  
email katherinewebster@northwarks.gov.uk
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  WILLOW CENTRE

www.focusoptics.eu

Church Lane, Corley, Coventry CV7 8BA. Tel: 01676 540501/542476   
e-mail: enquiries@focusoptics.eu

Also specialists in Binoculars & Telescopes
We carry one of the largest displays of  
Binoculars & Telescopes in the UK,  
for you to test in field conditions on  
our reserve. 

 
Showrooms

Open  
Mon-Sat 
9am-5pm

Choose from the selection of Astronomical Telescopes  
in our showrooms and see the stars...

Now we have a Dark Side

at Focus Optics
   • Top quality Bird Food: Nuts, Seed,  
    • Sunflower Hearts, Fat Balls & Cake

• Bird Feeders: All sizes and types 
• Bird Tables, Nest Boxes  
• Brasher Boots & Shoes • Books, CD’s, DVD’s
• Nikwax Waterproofing Products
• Leading brands of Country Clothing

No Petticoats Here –  
Louise Jordan 
24th March 2018 - 7.30pm
Owen Street Community Arts Centre, Atherstone
Tickets: £10
Book on 01827 713 634

Amy Johnson 
20th April 2018 – 7.30pm
Hurley Village Hall 
Tickets: £9.50 (Standard) / £7.50 (Under 10’s) 
£7.50 (Over 60’s)
Book on 01827 875 352

Whisky Fireside (and  
other Songs from the  
Road) – The Mile Roses 
18th May 2018 – 7.30pm
Owen Street Community Arts Centre, Atherstone
Tickets: £10
Book on 01827 713 634

What’s going on?

www.liveandlocal.org.uk
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