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Section 1 Introducing the Strategy 
 

What is Green Space? 
 
Green Space refers to the range of green areas, which are used by the public, and includes parks, 
landscaped spaces in and around housing estates, sports pitches, children’s play areas, wildlife 
and countryside areas, allotments, cemeteries and churchyards.  
 
 
Why is Green Space Important? 
 

“Green space is a vital part of the public realm.  Attractive, safe and accessible parks and 
green spaces contribute positive social, economic and environmental benefits, improving 
public health, well being and quality of life.” 
 
CABE Space (2003) Green Space Strategies – A Good Practice Guide. 

 
Good quality green space can directly benefit: 
 
 

• Health  -  green spaces can benefit mental and physical health.  They provide 
opportunities to enjoy the natural world and to get involved in a range of leisure activities 
such as walking, running and cycling.  The more accessible and attractive the green 
space, the more likely it is to be used by a wide range of people.  Physical activity is now 
widely accepted as a major contributor to good health and can help to reduce rates of 
coronary heart disease, diabetes, certain cancers and mental health problems 

  
• Education  - green spaces can provide a valuable resource for education providing 

outdoor classrooms and space for training in areas such as nature conservation, 
horticulture, community work, environmental education and landscaping 

 
• Economy  -  the economic benefits of green spaces are becoming more apparent. An 

urban area with lots of high quality green space and areas for wildlife creates a positive 
image and is attractive to business, bringing jobs, tourism and investment into an area.  
Green spaces also raise property values and support physical regeneration 

 
• Environment  -  green space encourages wildlife to flourish.  In an increasingly 

urbanised society, where the expansion of urban development means that true 
countryside becomes ever more distant from many, and what countryside remains has 
often lost much of its wildlife interest, green spaces increasingly symbolise pockets of 
countryside in urban areas.  They can act as wildlife corridors allowing plant and animal 
life to migrate between them, thus acting as an important link or a series of stepping 
stones between urban and rural areas ensuring that wildlife in both are connected 

 
 
 
Why have we developed a Green Space Strategy? 
  
Nationally, the government is encouraging local authorities to develop green space strategies as 
part of the drive to create sustainable communities.  The Commission for Architecture and the Built 
Environment (CABE), which was set up by the government in 1999 to promote high standards in 
the quality of buildings and spaces, recognises the importance of green spaces in creating 
successful and attractive places. In fact CABE has established an offshoot agency (CABE Space) 
to further promote the role of green space. 
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Section 1 Introducing the Strategy 
 

At the local level, the Green Space Strategy will help the Borough Council to deliver its Corporate 
Priorities: 
 
 

• Enhancing community involvement and access to services 
• Protecting and improving our environment 
• Defending and improving our countryside and rural heritage 
• Tackling health inequalities through improving well-being and providing leisure 

opportunities to all our citizens 
• Working with our partners to tackle crime, the fear of crime and anti-social 

behaviour 
• Making best use of our resources 

 
 
There is a strong link between the Green Space Strategy and the current Local Plan and the future 
Local Development Framework.  These give a land use policy based impetus to promoting green 
space through: 
 
 

• Protecting (through designation and or policy reference) existing valued spaces 

• Ensuring as far as possible an appropriate distribution of spaces 

• Ensuring that future development contributes towards the maintenance and 
improvement of green space opportunities as appropriate  

• Securing contributions from developers of new (especially residential) property for 
new or improved existing spaces reflecting the needs of their residents. 

 
 
Adoption of the Green Space Strategy will ensure that its policies are supported through this 
planning process. 
 
The Green Space Strategy will itself support the North Warwickshire Framework for Sustainable 
Rural Action to achieve: 
 
 

• Thriving, vibrant and sustainable rural communities 
• A diverse and dynamic rural economy 
• An attractive, varied and productive local environment 

 
 
The Green Space Strategy will contribute to meeting the targets of the seven key themes identified 
in the North Warwickshire Sustainable Community Plan: 
 
 

• Children, Young People and their Families 
• Community Life 
• Education and Lifelong Learning 
• Environment 
• Health & Wellbeing 
• Local Economy 
• Safer Communities. 
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Section 1 Introducing the Strategy 
 

Our Vision 
 
The Green Space Strategy is about land, and about people. Our vision is: 
 
 
To deliver positive and lasting change to North Warwickshire’s stock of green 
spaces, for the benefit of everyone 
 
 
Our Objectives 
 
The Green Space Strategy sets out a ten-year framework to fulfil the following objectives: 
 
 

• Improve the management and maximise the benefits of green spaces  - over 
recent decades, the quality and usage of green spaces has generally declined – not only in 
North Warwickshire, but also generally across the UK.  A study by the Urban Parks Forum 
showed that standards mainly declined due to falling local authority budgets, which were 
reduced by £1.3 billion between 1980 and 2000.  Poor quality spaces are symptomatic of 
decline and can perpetuate the cycle of deprivation.  

 
• Co-ordinate action and develop partnership working  - many local groups and 

other organisations and agencies are actively engaged in bringing forward a wide range of 
site improvement projects.  There is a need to co-ordinate all of this activity to ensure that 
resources are effectively used and the benefits are maximised. 

 
• Access more funding opportunities  - there is a range of funding possibilities for 

green spaces. By providing a clear and co-ordinated set of policies and proposals, the 
Green Space Strategy will ensure that an effective case for investment is made when 
submitting bids for funding.  Experience shows that in areas of the country where a 
strategy has been produced, access to different funding sources has increased 
significantly.  

 
• Promote green space investment as a policy priority  - having a Green Space 

Strategy will elevate the status of Green Space issues in the Borough in giving 
consideration to public policy priorities 

 
• Help create sustainable communities  - attractive green spaces can play a vital role 

in creating sustainable, inclusive and cohesive communities where people will choose to 
live and work both now and in the future 

 
 
 
How have we developed the Green Space Strategy? 
 
We commissioned a study of the provision of and need for open spaces within North 
Warwickshire. The study also covered ‘hard’ open space such as town squares and other 
pedestrianised spaces. However, these are very few and far between in the Borough, and so the 
study was, in practice, very much about green space. 
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Section 1 Introducing the Strategy 
 

This section briefly summarises the work undertaken in preparing the Open Spaces Study.  More 
detailed summaries of the research are contained in the background documents that are available 
to view on the Council’s website. 
The main part of the research involved carrying out a ‘Local Needs Assessment’ of green 
spaces within the Borough.  This was done in accordance with national planning guidance 
contained in Planning Policy Guidance note 17 (PPG17) and its companion guide, ‘Assessing 
Needs and Opportunities’ and involved carrying out a series of audit and consultation exercises. 
 
The local needs assessment looked at the quality, quantity and accessibility of green spaces.  
Following on from this, research was undertaken to enable us to adopt minimum local standards 
for the quality, quantity and accessibility of green spaces that we need in North Warwickshire.  
These standards will be key to planning for and managing green space in the future. 
The audits provided an understanding of the current condition, amount and location of the 
following types of green spaces throughout North Warwickshire:   

 
 

• Parks and public gardens  - accessible, high quality opportunities for informal 
recreation and community events. 

• Informal/amenity open space  - typically green spaces in and around housing estates 
and village greens. 

• Equipped children’s play areas and places for young people  - areas designed 
primarily for play and social interaction involving children and young people. 

• Outdoor sports areas  - areas providing opportunities for participation in competitive 
outdoor sports. 

• Natural and semi-natural spaces  - woodland and other spaces that are managed in a 
way that promotes biodiversity and allows nature to develop. 

• Cemeteries and churchyards  - burial grounds providing opportunities for quiet 
recreation and contemplation, and biodiversity. 

• Allotments  - plot of land subdivided to provide opportunity for people to grow produce 
• Green routes  - Footpaths and cycle routes, which can link residential areas, green 

spaces and the countryside and attract wildlife into built-up areas 
 

 
The study identified a rich heritage of green spaces within the Borough.  Some of the most 
important green spaces are: 
 
 

• The country parks at Pooley, Kingsbury, and Hartshill 
• Collectively the various recreation grounds in the towns and villages 
• Accessible natural green space and green corridors (including Rights of Way 

linking towns to adjacent countryside, various off road cycle paths, canal towpath 
• The Tame Valley River Corridor 
• Informal open space (often found in residential areas) 
• Allotments and community gardens 
• Dedicated sports grounds 

 
 
Local people are the main users of green spaces and have the most knowledge and experience of 
them, so it was essential that their views were taken into account.  Consultations were carried out 
to provide further information about spaces, what local residents think about them, whether there 
is enough space, and how they would like to see spaces improved.  The consultations consisted of 
survey questionnaires, participation workshops, and ‘drop in’ surgeries. Questionnaires were 
circulated to: 
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Section 1 Introducing the Strategy 
 

 
 

• The Citizens’ Panel 
• Local groups and community organisations 
• Sports clubs. 
• Town and Parish Councils 
• Other organisations involved in providing green space 

 
 
Workshops and surgeries were held with individuals who were prepared to come and discuss 
issues in more detail. Collectively, they represented a very broad cross section of those 
responsible for using and providing green space. 
 
The consultation highlighted a general satisfaction amongst local people with many forms of green 
space provision, including the following: 
 
 

• The local appreciation of countryside and environmental recreation facilities. 
• The local importance attached to provision of parks and gardens. 
• The value attached to informal and natural green space for a variety of reasons. 
• The relative popularity of various forms of informal open space in comparison with 

formal sports facilities. The latter tend to be used by a smaller percentage of the 
population on a regular basis. 

• An appreciation of the value of good levels of maintenance  
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Section 2 Key Priorities 

Policy Priorities 
 
The Open Spaces, Sports and Recreation Study confirmed the value of green space to the 
community.  The Study and the Green Space Strategy together are a tool to protect and enhance 
green space, the application of which must be embedded in the culture of the Council.  The 
following policy priorities will help us to do this: 
 
Protection and Enhancement of Green Space 
 
In order to protect against the loss or inappropriate development of green space we will use the 
Open Space, Sports and Recreation Study and the Green Space Strategy to: 
 
 
PP01 

 
Inform the Planning process 
 

PP02 Inform any review of the Borough Council’s land holdings and any proposals for disposal 
 

PP03 Inform the development of a Green Space Strategy Action and Funding Plan which will be 
integral to the Borough Council’s Landscape Management service plan 
   

  
 
Service Priorities 
 
The consultation for the Open Spaces, Sports and Recreation Study brought out a number of 
common themes concerning green space provision.  From these we have decided that in most 
areas there is no need for additional green space but we need to: 
 
 
 

• Improve existing green spaces, especially their maintenance, cleanliness and 
accessibility 

• Tackle vandalism and graffiti  
• Tackle anti-social behaviour 
• Improve safety and security 
• Provide site supervision and enhance partnership working with the police 
• Address the uneven spread and quality of facilities across the Borough 
• Ensure that facilities are accessible to people in rural areas 
• Improve partnership working between the Borough Council and other providers of 

green space 
• Target providers’ combined resources more effectively 
• Encourage access to school facilities for the local community 
• Provide better quality sports pitches and ancillary facilities and develop at least 

one “sports hub” 
• Secure the provision of at least one Synthetic Turf Pitch for community use 
• Increase provision for children and young people 
• Increase provision of, and access to, bridleways and cyclepaths 
• Encourage greater community engagement with local green spaces 
• Increase awareness of the availability of recreation facilities by improving publicity 

and promotion 
 

 
We will address these issues through the Service Priorities set out below: 
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Section 2 Key Priorities 

Maintenance & Cleanliness 
 
 
The Borough Council recognises that effective, efficient and adequately resourced grounds 
maintenance is key to improving the quality of its green spaces and will: 
 
  
SP01 Review its current grounds maintenance arrangements to ensure coherent and 

appropriate work programming and adequate allocation of resources 
   

SP02 Explore opportunities for alternative maintenance arrangements for some sites such as 
partnership working with other providers or community management projects 
 

     
 
 
Safety & Security 
 
 
Green spaces should be welcoming places where people can enjoy recreation and leisure 
activities in confidence and safety.  We will: 
 
  
SP03 Introduce a Park Ranger service to provide site supervision, ensuring a regular presence 

at each of the Borough Council’s parks, play areas and recreation grounds and a timely 
response to issues such as vandalism and anti-social behaviour 
   

SP04 Invest in basic service improvements, such as improving footpaths and site furniture, 
installing signage and securing sites against inappropriate access 
 

 
 
 
Tree Management 
 
  
A well-managed, sustainable and renewable tree stock provides long-term benefits for our 
environment and is an essential element of attractive, good quality green space.  We will: 
 
 
SP05 Prepare and adopt a Tree Management Policy to inform the management of the Borough 

Council’s tree stock 
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Section 2 Key Priorities 

Biodiversity and Climate Change 
 
Well-managed, multi-functional green space benefits both people and wildlife and can contribute 
to the mitigation of the effects of climate change.  We will: 
 
SP06 
 

Seek opportunities to enhance and conserve biodiversity through habitat creation and 
management when developing individual site management plans and grounds 
maintenance schedules 
 

SP07  Seek opportunities to mitigate the effects of climate change, particularly increased flood 
risk, through appropriate planting and land management when developing individual site 
management plans and grounds maintenance schedules 
 

SP08  Support partners to enhance and conserve biodiversity on publicly accessible sites. 
  

SP09  Work with partners to increase opportunities for community engagement in habitat 
creation and management projects 
 

 
 
Partnership Working 
 
 
The Borough Council recognises that other providers, particularly town and parish councils, have 
an important role in delivering green space provision across the Borough.  We will: 
 
  
SP10 Work in partnership with other providers and, where improvements to their green spaces 

have been identified as Area Priorities, support them to deliver these through the Area 
Forum Fund and by offering advice and guidance 
   

SP11 Work with schools and other providers to meet the demand for more community access 
to outdoor sports facilities 
 

 
 
 
Outdoor Sports 
 
 
Many people enjoy taking part in formal sports and demand for facilities is high.  The Borough 
Council recognises that the quality of its sports pitches needs to be improved but that resources 
for this are limited.  We will: 
 
  
SP12 Use the findings of the Open Spaces, Sports and Recreation Study to inform the 

development of a Playing Pitches Strategy to deliver sustainable outdoor sports provision 
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Section 2 Key Priorities 

Children & Young People 
 
Green space plays a vital role in helping children and young people to develop skills through play 
and social interaction and to explore and learn in the wider environment.  We will: 
 
  
SP13 Develop a Play Area Business Plan to enable us to ensure that all of our built play 

facilities offer good play value, meet current safety standards, are accessible, are secured 
by design and support the objectives of the North Warwickshire Play Strategy 
   

SP14 Support the development of a strategic network of play facilities across the Borough and 
assist other providers to deliver improvements through partnership working 
 

SP15 Explore opportunities to include natural, wildplay areas when developing individual site 
management plans 
 

 
 
 
Community Engagement 
 
Green space is for people.  It is somewhere to relax, to enjoy sport and recreation and to enjoy 
the natural environment.  Local spaces can provide a focus for family outings and for community 
activities.  The Borough Council is keen to encourage people to use their local spaces and to take 
pride in their development.   We will: 
 
  
SP16 Establish a network of Friends Groups to participate in the development and oversight of 

local green spaces 
   

SP17 Support the establishment of a federation of allotments associations for North 
Warwickshire 
  

SP18 Support the establishment of allotment associations to bring about regeneration of 
underused sites or to establish new ones 
 

SP19 Publicise and promote our green spaces, play and sports facilities through the production 
of leaflets and other promotional material and through use of the Internet 
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Section 2 Key Priorities 

Area Priorities 
 
The Open Spaces, Sports and Recreation Study looked at the priorities for action to help us meet 
the standards for green space provision in 11 Local Need Areas across the Borough.  These areas 
make use of ward boundaries and take into account where people live and any barriers to access 
to facilities such as major roads.  The 11 areas are: 
 
 
 

• Coleshill 
• Water Orton 
• Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End  
• Kingsbury 
• Arley & Whitacre 
• Atherstone & Mancetter 
• Polesworth & Dordon 
• Baddesley & Grendon 
• Hartshill 
• Fillongley 
• Newton Regis & Warton 

 
 
The findings of the Open Spaces, Sports and Recreation Study in each of these areas were 
summarised in Area Profiles and we have used the recommendations made in them, together with 
some of the key findings from the consultation, to determine the priorities for each Area.  These 
are set out below. 
 
 
Coleshill 
 

 
AP01  Develop a management plan for Cole End Park in consultation with the local community

 
AP02 Support Coleshill Town Council to develop a management plan for Memorial Park with a 

view to achieving Green Flag standard 
 

AP03   Seek the provision of junior play facilities in the south of the area 
 

AP04  Work with local schools to meet the demand for more community access to football 
pitches 
 

AP05 Where appropriate, and in consultation with the local community, allow some informal 
open space to be developed for alternative green space uses, such as new play space or 
for management as natural green space 
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Section 2 Key Priorities 

Water Orton 
 
 
AP06 Support Water Orton Parish Council to develop a management plan for the recreation 

ground 
AP07 Support the improvement of play facilities at the parish recreation ground  

 
AP08 Support the provision of additional play facilities at the informal green space in Smiths 

Way 
 

AP09 Work with Water Orton Parish Council and other providers to meet the demand for more 
community access to outdoor sports facilities 
 

AP10 Seek the provision of additional open space for outdoor sport and children’s play 
 

AP11 Allow the release of some informal open space to secure funds to improve existing 
facilities in the area 
 

 
Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End including Curdworth, Wishaw, Middleton, Marston, 
Bodymoor Heath, Lea Marston, Whitacre Heath, Nether Whitacre, Hurley, Wood End 
and Piccadilly  
 
AP12 Ensure there is no loss of publicly accessible open space within the area 

 
AP13 Support Middleton Parish Council to develop an improvement plan for the open space and 

play area at Middleton  
 

AP14 Support Lea Marston Parish Council to develop an improvement plan for the open space 
and play area at Lea Marston  
 

AP15 Support Curdworth Parish Council to develop a management plan for the King George V 
Playing Fields at Curdworth to ensure ongoing improvement of facilities 
 

AP16 Support the promotion of access to rights of way across the area 
 

AP17 Support the RSPB in the continuing development of recreation and community activity 
opportunities at Middleton Lakes 
 

 
Kingsbury 
 
 
AP18 Target resources to raise the quality of all types of open space across the area  

 
AP19 Provide new play facilities at Sycamore Road Recreation Ground 

 
AP20 Support the provision of improved play facilities at Church Lane Recreation Ground 

 
AP21 Work with the local school to meet the demand for more community access to outdoor 

sports facilities 
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Section 2 Key Priorities 

Arley & Whitacre including Old Arley, New Arley, Hill Top, Over Whitacre, Ansley, 
Ansley Common, Furnace End, Devitt’s Green and Birchley Heath 
 
 
AP22 Develop a management plan for Old Arley Recreation Ground to enable its development 

as a recreation “hub” 
 

AP23 Support Arley Parish Council to develop a management plan for Hill Top Recreation 
Ground, New Arley 
 

AP24 Support improved access to the countryside through the promotion of footpaths and 
routeways through the area 
 

AP25 Support the improvement of play facilities at Hill Top, New Arley 
 

AP26 Support the release of the former Miners’ Welfare site at Ransome Road, New Arley for 
development and thereafter seek developer funding contributions to improve existing 
green spaces in the area 
 

AP27  Develop a management plan for Bretts Hall Recreation Ground in Ansley Common, in 
conjunction with an improvement plan for the adjacent Bretts Hall Allotments site 
 

AP28 Support Ansley Parish Council to develop a management plan for Ansley Recreation 
Ground 
 

 
 
 
Atherstone & Mancetter including Atherstone, Mancetter and Ridge Lane 
 
 
AP29 Develop a formal “destination” park within the area 

 
AP30 Work with partners at the neighbouring cricket ground to develop a sports “hub” at Royal 

Meadow Drive Recreation Ground to provide a focus for a range of good quality pitch 
sports provision with appropriate ancillary facilities 
 

AP31 Invest in the improvement of play facilities across the area, including the development of a 
major family facility 
 

AP32 Improve access to and within the Borough Council’s open spaces across the area and 
support similar improvements to other providers’ open spaces 
 

AP33 Work with local schools and other providers to meet the demand for more community 
access to good quality sports pitches  
 

AP34 Support the provision of a Synthetic Turf Pitch in the area as the preferred location for this 
type of facility in North Warwickshire 
 

AP35 Where appropriate, and in consultation with the local community, allow some informal 
open space to be developed for alternative green space uses, such as new play space, or 
for management as natural green space 
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Section 2 Key Priorities 

 
Polesworth & Dordon including Polesworth, Birchmoor and Dordon 
 
 
AP36 Develop a management plan for Abbey Green Park in Polesworth with a view to achieving 

Green Flag standard 
 

AP37 Support Warwickshire County Council in its work to develop a management plan for 
Pooley Country Park 
 

AP38 Develop an improvement plan for Kitwood Avenue Recreation Ground in Dordon in 
consultation with the local community 
 

AP39 Where appropriate, and in consultation with the local community, allow some informal 
open space to be developed for alternative green space uses such as new play space or 
for management as natural green space 
 

AP40 Permit the release of some informal open space only where this will secure funds to 
improve existing facilities and avoid the loss of all other types of publicly accessible open 
space across the area 
 

 
 
 
Baddesley & Grendon including Baddesley Ensor, Grendon, Baxterley, Bentley, and 
Merevale 
 
 
AP41 Target resources, particularly developer contributions, to improve the quality of open 

spaces in the area  
 

AP42 Work with partners to seek to ensure the sustainable long-term provision of publicly 
accessible open space in Baxterley 
 

AP43 Improve the play facilities at Boot Hill in Grendon and at the Recreation Ground in 
Baxterley 
 

AP44 Support the improvement of play facilities at Speedwell Lane in Baddesley Ensor 
 

AP45 Seek the provision of more play facilities, particularly youth facilities, in the area 
 

 
 
 
Fillongley including Fillongley, Corley, Maxstoke and Shustoke 
 
AP46 Support Fillongley and Shustoke Parish Councils to develop management plans for the 

recreation grounds at Fillongley and Shustoke 
 

AP47 Support the improvement of play facilities at existing open spaces across the area 
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Section 2 Key Priorities 

 
Hartshill 
 
 
AP48 Support the provision of new play facilities in the north of Hartshill 

 
AP49 Support Hartshill Parish Council to develop a management plan for Snowhill Recreation 

Ground 
 

AP50 Ensure the future of the informal open space at Cherryfields as publicly accessible open 
space and improve the facilities it offers 
 

 
 
 
Newton Regis & Warton including Newton Regis, Seckington, No Man’s Heath, 
Shuttington, Alvecote, Austrey and Warton 
 
 
AP51 Support Polesworth Parish Council to develop a management plan for the recreation ground 

at Warton 
 

AP52 Support Shuttington Parish Council to provide sustainable, good quality play provision in the 
Alvecote 
 

AP53 Support the Parish Councils to develop management plans to ensure ongoing investment in 
the outdoor sports facilities at the recreation grounds in Newton Regis and Austrey 
 

AP54 Support the improvement of the facilities at the playing field in Shuttington 
 

AP55 Allow the release of some informal open space to secure funds to improve existing facilities 
in the area 
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Section 3 Delivering the Strategy 

Resources 
 
There are clearly financial implications attached to the implementation of the Green Space 
Strategy.  In providing and managing green space within the public realm the Borough Council 
does not, and cannot, work in isolation.   In particular: 
 
 

• It essential to secure the support and cooperation of local parish and town 
councils, associated trusts and committees responsible for the management and 
maintenance of much of the Borough’s stock of accessible green space. 

• Nature conservation trusts, agencies, and the County Council have responsibility 
for much of the accessible natural green space found in rural areas, in particular- 
wildlife sites, country parks, designated habitats with public access. 

• Agencies such as British Waterways and the Environment Agency have the ability 
to control and influence the management and maintenance of green space 
associated with the Borough’s considerable network of water corridors and bodies. 

• Institutional landowners such as the Coal Authority, and the Church control 
substantial tracts of land with great potential for development and use as 
accessible green space for the public good. 

• Developers will be responsible for providing directly or indirectly new green space 
in relation to planned growth. 

• The County Council and local schools control large amounts of educational land 
with unexploited potential in terms of contributing to green space strategic goals.  

• The County Council, with responsibility for highways and rights of way, can also 
help to influence and promote the creation of green corridors and routes. 

• Other local and national agencies such as health authorities, the police, Natural 
England and Sustrans can help to achieve many projects that increase positive 
community interaction with, use and appreciation of, green space. 

 
 
The following policies will help us to secure, co-ordinate and target resources effectively: 
 
Resources 
 
 
The study underpinning the Strategy clearly identified the value attached to green spaces by the 
community for many forms of recreation, both informal and organised. The evidence, both locally 
and nationally, points to the primacy of the outdoor environment in providing the majority of 
people’s physical recreation needs. To ensure, as far as we can, that our investment priorities 
reflect this we will:  
 
 
RP01 

 
Prepare a four year rolling Action Plan and Funding Strategy that identify how and when 
we and other stakeholders will achieve our key priorities 
 

RP02 Review the Borough Council’s investment of time and resources into the management 
and maintenance of local green space 
 

RP03 Adopt a Supplementary Planning Document to enable the Authority to seek targeted 
financial contributions from housing developments towards open space, sport and 
recreation facilities using the Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study as evidence of 
need both locally and Borough-wide 
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Section 3 Delivering the Strategy 

Monitoring 
 
The Green Space Strategy must be kept up to date and must continue to meet its 
priorities whilst fulfilling the Borough Council’s corporate objectives, local planning policies 
and the objectives of the Sustainable Community Plan.  This means that monitoring and 
review are essential.  The following policies will help to ensure the currency and legitimacy 
of the Strategy. 
 
Monitoring 
 
To be effective the Green Space Strategy must be a living document, under constant review and 
revision.   We will: 
 
 
 
MP01 Review and update the Action and Funding Plan annually 

 
MP02 Set out in the Action Plan performance targets against which delivery of the Green Space 

Strategy and Action Plan will be monitored and, if necessary, revised 
 

MP03 Report, as a minimum, annually to Members on progress in delivering the Green Space 
Strategy and Action and Funding Plan 
 

MP04 Ensure that the Green Space Strategy continues to relate to the Borough Council’s 
corporate objectives and is embedded therein 
 

MP05 Review the Open Spaces, Sports and Recreation Study and the entire Green Space 
Strategy on a five-year cycle 
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Section 4 Supporting Documents 
 
This strategy has been prepared using the following supporting documents, which are available to 
view on the North Warwickshire Borough Council website www.northwarks.gov.uk or can be 
obtained from Customer Services at The Council House, South Street, Atherstone, Warwickshire 
CV9 1DE, tel: 01827 71534, e-mail: customerservices@northwarks.gov.uk
 
 
Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study for North Warwickshire Borough Final Report 
Part 1: Context, Overview of Supply and Demand, Local Standards and Action Plan 
 
Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study for North Warwickshire Borough Final Report 
Part 2: Area Profiles 
 
Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study for North Warwickshire Borough Final Report 
Appendix 1: Quality Assessment Form (electronic spreadsheet)  
 
Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study for North Warwickshire Borough Final Report 
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Glossary of Terms  
 
‘Technical’ reports such as this document sometimes have to use terms and 
phrases that may be unfamiliar to the lay reader; where this happens they are 
explained in the body of the text. The following is a quick reference to the 
terms used. 
 
Term  What it means 
ASBO  Anti Social Behaviour Order 
DDA  Disability Discrimination Act 
Extended Schools 
Initiative 

 A national government initiative encouraging the 
‘opening up’ of schools to generate greater use 
beyond traditional hours and years 

FOP  Family Opportunity for Play 
JOP  Junior Opportunity for Play 
LAP  Local Area for Play 
LDF  Local Development Framework (a component of 

the revised statutory land use planning system) 
LEAP  Local Equipped Area for Play 
MUGA  Multi Use Games Area 
NEAP  Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play 
NPFA  National Playing Fields Association 
OS,S&R  Open Space, Sport and Recreation 
QUANGO  Quasi Autonomous Non Governmental 

Organisation 
Schools for the Future  A national government redevelopment 

programme (based on the Private Finance 
Initiative) that has the aim of renewing aging 
school complexes throughout the country. 

SPD  Supplementary Planning Documentation. 
STP   Synthetic Turf Pitch 
YOP  Youth Opportunity for Play 
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1. Introduction 
 
1.1 Context of the study 
 
This is a report of an assessment of Open Space, Sport and Recreation 
Facilities in North Warwickshire Borough. 
 
1.1.1 Purpose of the project 
 
The project had three clear purposes: 
 

• To provide an overall assessment of open space, sport and recreation 
(indoor and outdoor) need and supply for North Warwickshire. 

• To develop a Green Space Strategy for the Council; and, 
• To provide local standards for the protection of and future provision of 

open space, sport and recreation within the Borough. 
 
The output of the assessment had to be compliant with the requirements of 
government Planning Policy Guidance Note 17: Planning for Open Space, 
Sport and Recreation (PPG17), in that it had to:  
 

• Establish a Borough wide audit of open space, sport and recreational 
facilities, based on the open space typology and core built facilities set 
out in PPG17 and its Companion Guide; 

• Identify current quality, quantity and accessibility of open space, sport 
and recreation facilities within the Borough against relevant standards; 

• Assess community attitudes, expectations and vision for future needs; 
• Determine the current and future needs for open space, sport and 

recreation facilities within the Borough; 
• Identify areas of deficiency and surplus; 
• Provide a set of standards and definitions, and appropriate site vision 

statements; 
• Identify and evaluate strategic options for the protections 

enhancement, relocation of existing sites or provision of new open 
space, sport and recreation facilities; and, 

• Produce a local Green Space strategy. 
 
The physical scope of the study, although to be focused primarily on the 
administrative boundaries of the Borough, also took into account a wider 
geographical context embracing the value of relevant facilities outside the 
Borough.  

 
1.1.2 Other key issues 
 
Other key issues that the study has sought to address are: 
 

• The needs of the Borough’s distinct communities; 
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• The need for a clear Vision of Open Space protection and 
enhancement that can garner new as well as consolidate existing 
political support; 

• Physical regeneration, and the recreation need of new populations; 
and, 

• Tackling the poor quality of existing open space and underlying causes 
in a co-ordinated way. 

 
The work has also sought to: 
 

• Provide a comprehensive and robust evidence base for planning 
policies in the adopted Local Plan and future Local Development 
Framework (LDF) for the Borough  and any supporting Supplementary 
Planning Documents (which the Council may wish to publish 
subsequently); and,  

• Inform other corporate strategies, plans and initiatives as appropriate. 
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1.2 North Warwickshire Borough context 
 
Figure 1.1 
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1.2.1 Borough characteristics 
 
North Warwickshire lies between Birmingham, Solihull, Coventry, Nuneaton 
and Tamworth. It is home to 62,000 people.  
 
The area is characterised by open countryside, served by the market towns of 
Atherstone, Coleshill and Polesworth. There are a number of small villages 
together with hamlets of only a few houses. Communities vary from former 
mining settlements, where incomes remain generally low and deprivation is 
experienced, to more affluent settlements where many residents commute to 
work in towns outside the Borough.  
 
The area has many local water features, historic buildings, ancient 
monuments, wildlife sites, Sites of Special Scientific Interest, conservation 
areas, country parks, parks and gardens.  
 
The overwhelming land use throughout the area is agriculture, largely in 
extensive estates and accompanied by countryside recreation. Nationally, 
farming has declined as an employer, but is still of major importance in the 
local economy and underpins the rural scene.  
 
The economy has undergone major change following mine closures in the 
1960s, 70’s and 80’s, but has successfully diversified with new employment 
sites, recreation and tourism development. The Borough has the only 
operational coal mine in the region at Daw Mill Colliery. 
 
There is no main urban centre as the area is served by small market towns 
and villages. There is competition from the surrounding conurbations for jobs, 
shopping and other services, while some facilities simply are not available in 
the Borough, for example certain types of health care services. Due to the 
dispersed rural nature of the area, people have to travel considerable 
distances to access jobs, services and facilities causing problems for those 
with mobility issues.  
 
North Warwickshire has the greatest number of people travelling to work by 
car (75.3%) within the West Midlands region. Only 4.5% of residents use 
public transport to get to work compared to 14.5% nationally. Transport can 
be a major barrier to accessing employment and services in the area.  
 
Being the authors of this report, the things that have struck us most about the 
Borough as ‘outsiders’ are: 
 
• That despite being ‘squeezed’ between big towns and cities, it has 

retained a distinctive rural character in the main. 
• The historic industrial and transport infrastructure (such as waterways) 

offers a legacy that adds in many ways to the attractiveness of the area. 
• A realisation that millions of people must make antlike progression through 

the Borough regularly using the major roads yet having little idea of the 
charms that lie just beyond the hard shoulder. 



North Warwickshire PPG17 report – finaldraft (January 2008) 

 8 

• However, ‘rurality’ has a downside; it can bring attendant isolation and 
remoteness from services and facilities, especially for those without 
access to cars or decent public transport. Rurality makes it often difficult to 
justify in coarse economic terms the need for various recreation facilities 
that urban areas would take for granted. 

• On the other hand the Borough has so many attractive natural recreation 
assets that could never be provided in towns and cities. Potentially, what 
the Borough loses out on in one way, it gains in another. 

 
1.3 The ‘Official’ view of open space and recreation provision and 
activity in North Warwickshire 
 
Prior to this study there had been no extensive and dedicated examination of 
open space, sport and recreation within the Borough. However, there are two 
national sources of information that are helpful at a strategic level. 
 
1.3.1 Audit Commission 
 
The Audit Commission scrutinizes local authority ‘performance’ through the 
range of functions for which it has both mandatory and discretionary powers. 
The information collected through this process allows for some level of 
comparison with other local authorities deemed similar in character to the 
Borough. One of the ‘shared’ characteristics in this case will be the existence 
in each local authority of parish and town councils that also have very 
significant responsibilities for the provision and management of opportunities. 
 
Of particular note is comparative information collected in respect of ‘spend per 
head’ and perceived ‘satisfaction’ with respect to ‘Parks and Open Space’ and 
‘Sport’. As part of the Best Value/Comprehensive Performance Appraisal 
process, sample household questionnaire surveys explored these issues 
(amongst others), and identified the following points.  
 

a) Parks and Open Space 
 
Relative to other similar local authorities, the Borough Council is a low 
spender on Parks and Open Spaces, but performs well in terms of satisfaction 
levels. 
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Figure 1.2 
 

Authority name 
BV119e of User Satisfaction 
with Parks & Open Spaces 

Parks & Open 
Spaces £'s per 
head 

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough 
Council 71 7.04 

North Warwickshire Borough 
Council 71 2.01 

South Derbyshire District Council 69 7.78 

North West Leicestershire District 
Council 67 5.2 
 
Figure 1.3 
 

 
 

b) Sport 
 
Relative to other similar local authorities, the Borough Council is a high 
spender on Sport, and also performs well in terms of satisfaction levels. 
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Figure 1.4 
 

Authority name 

BV119a % of User 
Satisfaction with sports & 
Leisure Facilities 

Sport & Recreation £'s 
per head 

North West Leicestershire District 
Council 65 14.39 

North Warwickshire Borough 
Council 62 21.89 

South Derbyshire District Council 53 3.67 

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough 
Council 50 2.9 
 
Figure 1.5 
 

 
 
The information is sourced from the Audit Commission’s website. The 
analyses are rudimentary and it would be wrong to draw strong conclusions. 
This information could however be quite usefully compared with the results of 
this study’s own consultation exercises (considered elsewhere in this report). 
Interestingly, the information can also be compared with that from a survey 
conducted by a different government agency. 
 
1.3.2 Active People Survey 
 
In 2006, as part of the ‘Active People’ survey project, Sport England 
commissioned a survey of over 300,000 adults of sixteen years of age or 
older to identify frequencies and rates of participation in physical recreation 
activity. Some related views were also sought. The results are available for 
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analyses at local authority level, and the following is a very limited indication 
of the statistics that can be derived. 
 
Nationally, the most popular activities for most people tend to be walking, 
swimming, cycling, jogging/recreational running and going to the gym. 
Participation in codified sports tends to lag behind in terms of rates and 
frequency of participation. 
 
This national pattern is largely reflected in responses from North Warwickshire 
Borough. However, it is also worth comparing the findings of the survey in two 
other areas: general levels of participation; and, satisfaction with provision. In 
terms of the former, the following table indicates how the Borough performed 
in terms of the estimated % of people over the age of 16 years who take part 
in moderate physical exercise for at least 30 minutes and three times a week. 
It can be seen that the Borough results are higher (i.e. better) than the 
national level (21%), and is above the 50% percentile when analysed by 
corresponding figures for all local authorities. The accompanying bar chart 
indicates that, consistent again with the national pattern, those that tend to 
participate most are young adults and those in the higher bracket socio 
economic groups. 
 
Figure 1.6 
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Figure 1.7 
 

 
 
 
The above findings suggest two important points: 
 
• the value of informal outdoor activities such as walking and cycling, that do 

not rely on ‘specialist’ facilities in encouraging healthy recreational activity; 
and, 

 
• that levels of participation will be heavily influenced by a wide range of 

social, economic and demographic factors. 
 
From this it is probably reasonable to infer that very good ways of 
encouraging higher levels of physical recreation activity will be through 
planning and promoting readily accessible and informal activities, for which 
there are few requirements for specialist equipment or venues. 
 
This report should therefore have an important contribution to make in 
confirming or otherwise these points and in suggesting ways in which healthy 
recreation activity might be encouraged. 
 
Amongst other questions the same survey asked about people’s satisfaction 
with sports provision, with answers being related to age, ethnicity and social 
economic class. The results indicate a very good level of satisfaction overall, 
with no marked variation between socio economic and demographic groups. 
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Figure 1.8 
 

 
 
Figure 1.9 
 

 

 

 
The levels of satisfaction expressed are disappointing, and seemingly run 
counter to the Audit Commission’s findings for sport. 
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1.4 Format of report 
 
The following sections within this report: 
 
• Describe the methodology used to undertake the assessment. 
• Summarise national and local policy of relevance to this assessment, and 

identify some of the implications. 
• Examine the quantity, distribution and (wherever possible) quality of 

existing recreation and open space facilities. 
• Review the results of relevant surveys and consultation into local needs. 
• Make recommendations, including standards designed to reflect the needs 

of both existing residents, as well as the likely demands resulting from 
housing development. These recommendations also include an Action 
Plan. 

 
1.5 A practical definition of open space 
 
The scope of this study in terms of the types of open space and recreation 
facilities considered is largely determined by guidance contained in Planning 
Policy Guidance Note 17: Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation, 
together with its companion guide. The classification of facilities 
recommended by the guidance includes the following: 
 

• Parks and gardens 
• Natural and semi natural green space 
• Green corridors 
• Outdoor sports facilities and ‘recreation grounds’ 
• Informal/amenity green space 
• Provision for children and young people 
• Allotment and community gardens 
• Important indoor sports facilities and community halls 
• Cemeteries and churchyards 
• Civic space.  

 
In terms of the above types of open space and recreational opportunity the 
study is restricted largely to those areas and facilities that are physically 
accessible by the community; either informally or on some sort of managed 
basis, for a genuine recreation activity.  
 
The existing or potential recreation utility of a site is a function of its: 
 
• size 
• location  
• shape, topography and internal site features. 
 
Even very small sites are potentially large enough to accommodate 
meaningful recreation activity. For example, a site of 0.1 ha is still sufficiently 
large to accommodate an equipped play area, tennis court, or pocket park to 
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name but some possible uses. For this reason no size threshold has been 
used as a basis for including or excluding sites from this study. 
 
The location of a space will have a profound impact on its recreation utility for 
reasons of safety, accessibility, security, and nuisance (for example.) An 
unenclosed space immediately adjacent to a very busy road might not be 
considered to have any practical recreation utility for safety reasons. Similarly, 
a space adjacent to open plan private gardens (as often occurs in many 
modern housing estates) might generate concerns from residents and 
effectively stop it being used actively for this purpose. However, if it were a 
large site, parts of it may be considered to be a safe distance from the road, 
or sufficiently remote not to cause actual or perceived nuisance to residents.  
 
A site may in theory be open to use by the public, but in practice might be too 
heavily vegetated, or sloping, hilly, marshy etc to be used for any recreation 
purpose. A large site may be of such an awkward shape as to exclude any 
meaningful recreation use; and, apart from safety issues, much highway land 
cannot be considered to be open space for such reasons.  
 
In short there can be no hard and fast rules for determining the recreation 
utility of a site for the community. This has meant that judgements have been 
made on a site by site basis as to what should be included and excluded for 
these purposes. In general this has been easy to achieve in a consistent way 
for the very large majority of sites.  
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2. Methdology and Sub Areas 
 
2.1 General methodology 
 
The starting point for this study has been the government’s Planning Policy 
Guidance Note 17 ‘Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation’ (PPG17), 
and its companion guide "Assessing Needs and Opportunities". PPG17 
places a requirement on local authorities to undertake assessments and 
audits of open space, sports and recreational facilities in order to:  

• identify the needs of the population;  

• identify the potential for increased use; and, 

• establish an effective strategy for open space/sports/recreational 
facilities at the local level.  

The companion guide to PPG17 recommends an overall approach to this kind 
of study as summarised below. 
 
Figure 2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Identify Local Need 

Audit Local Provision 

Set Provision 
Standards 

Apply the Provision 
Standards 

Draft Policies 
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Within this overall approach the companion guide suggests a range of 
methods and techniques that might be adopted in helping the assessment 
process, and these have been used where considered appropriate to local 
circumstances and permitted by time and resources. These methods and 
techniques, where they have been used, are explained at appropriate points 
in this report. 
 
Both the PPG17 and the companion guide place great emphasis on 
consulting the local community through the assessment process.  
 
2.2 Sub areas  
 
Many of the open space, sport and recreation facilities that are covered by 
this report will serve local needs and therefore have local catchments. Play 
areas and nearby parks are obvious examples of such facilities. On the other 
hand major ‘strategic’ facilities such as leisure centres, country parks etc will 
also meet the needs of people dispersed over much larger catchments.  
 
Somewhere in between there will be facilities that people will be prepared to 
travel some distance (perhaps outside their settlement) to use, but perhaps no 
more than a few minutes drive. In the main this will largely relate to sports 
facilities such as outdoor pitches. 
 
For the study to embrace these varying needs and facilities it therefore has to 
consider provision and need in terms of small and larger geographical areas. 
Accordingly, surveys and analyses of provision have been based on the 
following levels: 
 

• Parish/local areas 
• Borough/ sub regional. 

 
Similarly, much of the information arising out of the survey of needs can also 
be broken down to (or built up from) a very local level. For example: 
 

• The findings of surveys provide locally relevant information. 
• The clubs/organisation survey can allow respondents to be linked to 

geographical areas that they cover (as appropriate). 
• Responses to the household survey and pitch sport club survey can be 

linked to general post code location of the respondent (with the former); 
and, home facilities of teams (with the latter). 
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2.3 Borough sub areas 
  
For some analyses (namely for playing pitches) the following sub areas have 
been agreed. They are based on the Borough Councils own defined four 
community areas: North, South, East, and West.  
 
Figure 2.2 
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2.5 Town and villagescape 
 
It is important to recognise that open space also serves other functions. In 
particular it can contribute to the overall quality of the urban form. An 
appropriate balance and harmony between open space and buildings can 
instil unique character into an area, and provide a sense of place and local 
identity. In many large developments well designed and managed local space 
can inject interest and diversity where there may otherwise be monotony and 
homogeneity. Open space managed in a natural way within towns and 
villages will help to provide opportunities for wildlife and biodiversity where it 
would not otherwise occur. It can offer proximity between people and nature 
with all the attendant (and proven) benefits for emotional well being. 
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Some pictures showing how open space can contribute to the wider 
setting 
 

 
An appropriate balance and harmony between open space and buildings can 
instil unique character into an area. 

 
Well designed and managed local space can inject interest and diversity 
where there may otherwise be monotony and homogeneity.  
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Open space managed in a natural way within towns and villages can offer 
proximity between people and nature with all the attendant (and proven) 
benefits for emotional well being. 
 
The ‘site assessments’ undertaken as part of this study (and which represent 
a basis for much of the analysis and findings) largely examined the ‘recreation 
characteristics’ of open spaces surveyed. In recognition of these other 
important functions of open space, the site assessment proformas also 
included sections and headings that required judgments to be made 
concerning the visual quality of spaces and their relationship and contribution 
to the wider area. This information is available to the Green Space Strategy 
which will be better placed to examine such matters. However, an important 
output of this study (standards of provision for open space) will reflect these 
other functions and ensure that new provision is appropriately designed to 
contribute positively in aesthetic terms to the surrounding environment.  
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3. Stakeholder and Policy Review 
 
3.1 General comment and summary 
 
The whole process of this study has been driven by policy: national, regional 
and local. It is only through being aware of this policy and ensuring that all 
recommendations and actions within this report in some way link back to the 
former will this study have relevance to and be accepted by the widest 
possible range of stakeholders.   
 
3.1.1 Headline conclusions 
 
A wide ranging review of the various agencies, organisations and interests 
involved in Open Space, Sport and Recreation (OS,S&R) has been 
undertaken. A review has also been undertaken of strategies and policies at 
local, sub regional, regional, and national levels.  The following paragraphs 
represent the ‘headline’ conclusions. 
 
This review has been very helpful in the following ways: 
 

• It has demonstrated the very wide range of interests involved in 
providing, managing, facilitating and using open space, sport, 
recreation. 

• It demonstrates the vital contribution that OS,S&R can make in 
addressing a wide range of national, regional and local policy themes 
and issues; and the need therefore to continually cross refer the 
findings and conclusions of the this study to relevant policy, so 
achieving greatest relevance and efficacy.   

• It shows that the policy and stakeholder environment is continually 
changing in terms of initiatives (especially national government and 
QUANGO edicts, campaigns, and grant regimes). There are potentially 
revolutionary changes:  

 
o At long last the acceptance of healthy exercise as a weapon in the 

armoury of the ‘preventative’ wing of the National Health Service;  
 
o Linkages between children’s and youth service delivery and 

recreational opportunities to children and young people; 
 

o A recognition at national level that local schools can be so much 
more than places for teaching children. The ‘Extended Schools’ 
initiative, especially when linked with the overhaul of many schools 
through the ‘Schools for the Future’ programme offers great 
potential for ensuring that a ‘community use’ ethos is central to new 
local school projects.  

 
• It demonstrates the potential tie ups between OS,S&R facilities and the 

various health, education, children, youth and green space agendas 
that figure so prominently in national policy and in the Borough 
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Council’s lead strategy – The Sustainable Community Plan (see 
below). 

• It also has highlighted the opportunities for legitimately securing 
contributions from developers for a variety of community facilities. 
There may well be other sources of funding so long as initiatives 
arising from this study and the proposed Green Space Strategy can be 
shown to help achieve relevant policy agendas. 

• It highlights the desperate need for new, locally relevant and justified 
planning and management standards to cover all manner of OS,S&R 
that might legitimately be funded by developers.  It also has highlighted 
the way in which existing recreational spaces are treated within the 
Local Plan, as a starting point for consideration of whether there is 
justification for reviewing the local plan designations affecting open 
spaces so as to better reflect their distinctive value for recreation. 

 
3.2 Specific links to the Sustainable Community Plan and Vision 
 
North Warwickshire Community Partnership is responsible for the 
development of the Sustainable Community Plan. The Partnership comprises 
a ‘family of partnerships’, representatives of local government, the police, 
health, education bodies, businesses and voluntary and community 
organisations. The North Warwickshire Community Partnership (Board) 
provides the strategic co-ordination within the area linking with plans and 
bodies established at the regional, county and local level.  
 
3.2.1 The Community Vision 
 
The Community Vision for the Borough is: 
 
“Rural North Warwickshire; a community of communities. A place where 
people want to live, work and visit, now and in the future, which meets 
the diverse needs of existing and future residents, is sensitive to the 
local environment, and contributes to a high quality of life. A place 
which is safe and inclusive, well planned, built and run, and offers 
equality of opportunity and good services for all.” 
 
3.2.2 Key themes 
 
The seven key themes identified by the Plan are: 
 
• Children, Young People and their Families 
• Community Life 
• Education and Lifelong Learning 
• Environment 
• Health & Wellbeing 
• Local Economy 
• Safer Communities. 
 
OS,S&R has an ability to impact upon these themes of the Sustainable 
Community Plan, and in achieving the overall Vision: 
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• OS,S&R has the ability to improve prospects of and outlook for 

children, young people and their families. Physical recreation as a 
whole stimulates basic skills relating to balance, coordination, agility, 
applied thinking. There are activities and facilities to suit individuals and 
families, the latter obviously helping to create greater family cohesion. 

 
• OS,S&R has the ability to bind communities together through creating 

bonds between groups and individuals, and aesthetic links within the 
built environment, in both town and village.  

 
• OS,S&R can assist in the Education of young people in a very general 

sense through teaching them about the value of healthy active 
lifestyles, and other life skills. 

 
• Well conceived open spaces and recreation corridors within the 

Borough also benefit the natural Environment to the advantage of both 
wildlife and people. Recreation such as walking and cycling can also 
be thought of as a ‘utility’ activity allowing trips to be made to the 
shops, work, school etc by pollution free modes of travel. Open space 
of all kinds can serve equally as a context for and relief from 
“buildings”. It can also provide an important articulation of the latter to 
the benefit of the quality of the urban landscape as a whole. 

 
• OS,S&R plays a (literally) vital role in the lives of people. There are 

clear and undisputed links between healthy physical activity and 
reduction in obesity and coronary decease. It is also increasingly 
acknowledged that recreation and attractive open spaces can help 
improve emotional well being. Thus there can be overall benefits in 
terms of reduced spending on Health and Social Care.  

 
• Attractive OS,S&R facilities can help promote the Borough to potential 

inward investors to the benefit of both Jobs and Regeneration. 
 

• Well conceived and managed OS,S&R facilities can help impact 
positively on issues of Community Safety. Positive leisure opportunities 
reduce boredom, induce an optimistic outlook on life, and reduce the 
temptation on some to drift into antisocial behaviour and crime. 

 
3.3 Links to the Local Development Plan 
 
The Local Plan can give a land use policy based impetus to the planning and 
realisation of many OS,S&R facilities and therefore help to pursue the 
Sustainable Community Plan Vision through: 

• Protecting (through designation and or policy reference) existing valued 
spaces and facilities. 

• Ensuring as far as possible an appropriate distribution of spaces and 
facilities throughout the Borough. 
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• Ensuring that future development contributes towards the maintenance 
and improvement of OS,S&R opportunities as appropriate.  

 
• Securing contributions from developers of new (especially residential) 

property for new or improved existing spaces and facilities reflecting 
the needs of their residents. 

 
3.3.1 Local Plan aims 
 
The North Warwickshire Local Plan was adopted in July 2006.  
 
The Plan has the following aims:  
 

• Restraining new development and providing for new development 
sufficient to meet, but not exceed strategic requirements,  

 
• Make settlements more sustainable through appropriate development 

and improvements, including better transport facilities and by 
recognising local character and distinctiveness, 

 
• Protect the countryside from inappropriate development and seek to 

protect, preserve and enhance the Borough’s natural, cultural and 
historic heritage, 

 
• Add quality to all development proposals and in significant 

developments to pursue legal agreements for mitigation and 
improvements. 

 
3.3.2 Settlement hierarchy 
 
The authority has adopted a “settlement hierarchy” in its Local Plan where in 
addition to the three main towns a number of “local service centres” have 
been identified with potential to be developed to service nearby settlements. 
These are: 
 

• Old and New Arley (together, as a single network of villages)  
• Grendon/Baddesley Ensor (together, as a single network of villages)  
• Hartshill with Ansley Common  
• Kingsbury  
• Water Orton.  
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3.3.3 Housing development 
 
Core Policy 7 of the Local Plan states that: 
  
“Planned provision will be made for a maximum of 1850 dwellings to be 
completed within the plan area in the period 2001-2011.  To this end, 
some 16 ha of land will be made the subject of site-specific allocations 
and proposals for housing development to meet the residual 
requirement of a maximum of 646 completed dwellings in the period 
31st March 2005 to 31st March 2011.” 
 
Housing growth has been distributed to the Main Towns (Atherstone with 
Mancetter, Polesworth and Dordon, then to the ‘Green Belt Market Town’ of 
Coleshill and then to Local Service Centres.  In settlements, villages and 
hamlets beyond these, only development that will provide for local housing 
needs and help to support local services will be permitted.  This hierarchy 
underpins many of the policies within the Plan. 
 
Future housing (and other) development will have implications for the 
provision of adequate open space and other recreation facilities, and for the 
protection of these resources. 
 
3.3.4 The protection of open space 
 
As an interim to the preparation of this report, Policy ENV 5  in relation to 
open space generally includes the following statements: 
 
“Development resulting in the loss of open space which has been 
shown to be needed to meet the open space, sports and recreational 
needs of the Borough following the process of need assessment, audit 
and setting of local standards in accordance with paragraphs 1-9 of 
PPG17 will not be permitted.   
 
Until that PPG17 process has been completed, development resulting in 
the loss of open spaces falling within any of the following categories will 
not be permitted unless the proposal, in accordance with paragraph 10 
of PPG17, is supported by an independent assessment showing the land 
to be surplus to requirements, that the local community has been 
consulted and that the proposals are widely supported by that 
community: 
 

(i) Open Space Identified on the Proposals Map. 

 
(ii) Open space which falls within the typology in paragraph 2 of the 
annex to PPG17, except where development provides for relocation of 
the open space to a site which is at least equivalent in size, quality, 
accessibility, usefulness and attractiveness to that which would be lost. 
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New developments will need to provide for their own open space 
requirements.  Until local standards have been adopted this will be 
judged using the NPFA ‘6 Acre Standard’ as a general guide and will be 
carried forward through policy Core Policy 12”  
 
The NPFA 6 Acre Standard is considered later in this report in reviewing 
existing Local Plan policies. A very important element of this study in the 
above regard has been a review of the current policies and ‘standards of 
provision’ contained in the Local Plan. 
 
These are as identified above. The Green Space designation covered by 
ENV5 covers a range of open spaces whether publicly or privately owned 
which are important within settlements because they break up the built form 
and contribute to local identity.  
 
3.3.5 Other relevant policies 
 
Policy COM1  deals with new community facilities. 
 
“New community facilities:  
 
1 Within development boundaries, planning permission will be 

granted for new community facilities (either through construction 
or conversion) or the extension of existing community facilities. 

 
2 The location, design and layout of new or extended facilities should 

ensure access for all members of the community.” 
 
Policy COM2 deals with the protection of land and buildings used for existing 
community facilities in the main towns and market town.  
 
“Development that would lead to the loss of land or buildings used, or 
last used, for the provision of community services and facilities will not 
be permitted in the Main Towns of Atherstone/Mancetter and 
Polesworth/Dordon, or in the Green Belt Market Town of Coleshill, 
unless: 
 
(i) The land and buildings are unsuitable in terms of their siting, 

design, layout and/or construction for continued use for the 
provision of community facilities and services; and 

 
(ii) There is no realistic alternative community use to which they can 

be put.” 
 
Policy COM3 deals with safeguarding educational establishments. 
 
“1 The Council will seek to achieve the maximum public benefit from 

existing educational buildings and will negotiate joint use 
agreements where new development is proposed. 
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2 Where educational establishments become surplus to requirements 
and where new development is proposed the Council will require 
the applicant to demonstrate satisfactory arrangements for the 
accommodation of community facilities.” 

 
3.4 The Stakeholders 
 
There is a huge array of agencies and organisations that in some shape or 
form have an interest in promoting OS,S&R, and all of them can therefore 
have a bearing on the planning of local open space and recreation facilities.  
 
The Figure 3.1 ‘Existing Stakeholders’  identifies the public, private and 
voluntary sector stakeholders having some direct or indirect interest in 
OS,S&R facilities. It cannot be guaranteed that everyone or everything has 
been identified, but it does illustrate the complexity of potential arrangements 
between all parties.  
 
It is almost impossible to plot the precise relationship of each stakeholder to 
others in the figure. However, a few observations can safely be made. 
 
The stakeholders can generally be broken down into 'Users', 'Providers', 
'Funders', and 'Enablers' of OS,S&R facilities, where: 
 

• 'Users' are basically the participants in OS,S&R, be they individuals or 
groups. 

• 'Providers' can be agencies, organisations and (sometimes) individuals 
in the public, voluntary and private/commercial sectors largely 
responsible for establishing and maintaining OS,S&R facilities. 

• 'Funders' are those that provide financial support to either create or 
maintain facilities, including through grant aid.  

• 'Enablers' help in creating and maintaining facilities either through 
policy, general nurture and support including advice on technical issues 
and sources of funding etc. 
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Figure 3.1 Existing stakeholders 
 
‘Users’ Individuals, groups and clubs 
‘Providers’ Borough Council (various 

departments)-  schools - youth and 
play organisations - local clubs and 
organisations – landowners - 
commercial providers - countryside 
organisations – Warwickshire County 
Council (country parks and 
maintenance of Rights of Way). 

‘Funders’ Central government - local authorities 
-  The Lottery - governing bodies of 
sport - charitable trusts and 
foundations - environmental trusts - 
Countryside Agency/Natural England 
– housebuilders – business - Private 
Finance Initiatives/Private Public 
Partnerships - voluntary fundraising – 
other grant sources. 

‘Enablers’ Borough Council (various 
departments) – County Sports 
Network - National Governing Bodies 
of Sport - Regional Sports Board – 
Regional Assembly, Regional 
Development Agency - Government 
Office for the Region – Department of 
Communities and Local Government 
- Department for Culture - Media and 
Sport - Department for the 
Environment - Farming and 
Agriculture - Home Office - 
Countryside Agency/Natural England 
- Environment Agency - Community 
and Voluntary Forum for the Region – 
Local Environment Partnership – 
Local Strategic Partnership 

 
Clearly, some of the stakeholders will fall into more than one category. For 
example, a club will be a 'User', but potentially also a 'Provider'. The Borough 
Council may be a 'Provider' in terms of its own facilities, but also a 'Funder', 
and ‘Enabler’. The variety of stakeholders ranges from national/central 
government level, through regional and sub regional interests, down to local 
interests.  
 
Recommendations within this study and actions identified in the Action Plan 
will need to be alert to the legitimate roles of the above interests. 
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4. Existing Provision 
 
4.1 General 
 
This section describes overall provision and distribution of open space and 
other community recreation facilities within the Borough. It should be read in 
conjunction with the Area Profiles in Part 2, which provide more detailed 
consideration of the adequacy or otherwise of provision of open space based 
on the defined areas. (See Section 2). 
 
4.2 Open space: general note 
 
This study has looked at the following types of publicly accessible  green 
space: 
 

• Public parks and gardens 
• Accessible natural green space 
• Green corridors/recreation routes 
• Outdoor community sports facilities 
• Playing fields and recreation grounds 
• Informal/amenity green space 
• Equipped play provision for children and young people 
• Allotments and community gardens 
• Cemeteries and churchyards 
• Civic spaces 

 
These generally reflect the typology of open spaces identified in PPG17 and 
its companion guide. Although the above are varied in their nature they all 
share a trait of being open to community use, either freely (as in the case of 
Parks), or on a managed basis (such as with allotments and some kinds of 
outdoor sports facility.)  
 
4.2.2 Identification and assessment of sites 
 
Sites have been identified through desk research as well as site visits and 
inspections. Quality assessments for all sites have been undertaken. The 
quality assessment form used for this purpose is included as Appendix 1 .  
 
Each identified site has been given a Unique Reference Label. These labels 
are shown on the Area Profile maps (Part 2), but their use on illustrations in 
this section would clutter up the maps. A summary of sites covered in the 
study is included as Appendix 2 .  
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4.3 Other general comments 
 
In practice it can sometimes be very difficult to differentiate between certain 
types of open space: 
 

• Some of the larger spaces (such as the parks) may clearly serve more 
than one of the above functions. For example, a large park may include 
children’s play facilities, sports pitches, natural areas and more. On the 
other hand, many large spaces may serve predominantly one function. 
It may also be difficult to differentiate between different types of 
informal recreation space, as local people do not necessarily draw any 
distinction between (for example) a ‘recreation ground’, a park, and a 
large area of informal open space- all are capable of meeting local 
need for informal activity and enjoyment. This demonstrates the need 
for flexibility in the perception of and planning for open space, which 
should have implications for the development and application of new 
local standards for open space.   

 
• Within the limitations of time and resources available to this study, 

some of the identified sites have been broken down as appropriate to 
reflect the above diversity of use. However, many sites have not been 
broken down as such and they are categorised (and shown on the 
maps) according to their identified primary use. It would be wrong to 
assume that such spaces do not serve other (secondary) purposes.  

 
• Much of the open space considered in this report is ‘free and open to 

use’. Access is not generally monitored for most sites considered and 
is often possible from a variety of points and directions. This makes it 
difficult to quantify with any precision the levels of use of different open 
spaces. However, as is seen in Section 5, local consultation has 
identified clearly the desire of residents to have access to such spaces 
for informal recreation facilities.  

 
This report of study and the underlying audit have attempted to address these 
issues by: 
 

• As far as possible and within resources available breaking large sites 
sites down so as to better reflect key elements/uses that would 
otherwise be overlooked. For example a park or a recreation ground 
may host areas for sport and play, and it is important that these uses 
and facilities are not overlooked through considering the primary use 
alone of sites. 

 
• Elsewhere in the report recommending standards and a revised 

development plan typology of open space which better reflect their 
distinctive recreation values, and the willingness of people to travel to 
use attractive major spaces. 
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4.4 Overall provision of open space within the Borough 
 
The following diagrams indicate the overall level of provision for each type of 
open space and allow comparison between categories. 
 
Figures 4.1 and 4.2: Provision of open space type by quantity 
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As can be seen, provision for Country Parks, Parks and Gardens, and 
Outdoor Sports Facilities dominate local supply of open space. The following 
table indicates the overall level of provision expressed as hectares per 1000 
people. 
 
Figure 4.3: Overall provision of open space expressed as hectares per 
1000 people.  
 

Parks 
and 
Gardens  

Informal 
Space 

Outdoor 
Sports 
Facilities  

Play 
Areas  

Wildlife 
Areas 

Walking 
and 
Cycling 

Churchyards 
and 
Cemeteries 

Civic  
Areas 

Country  
Parks 

0.1 1.42 2.38 0.18 0.24 0.03 0.39 

Less 
than 
0.1 6.11 

 
Practical definitions of and strategic comment upon the provision of different 
kinds of open space and other recreational facilities of importance are 
provided in the remainder of this section.  
 
4.4 Parks and Gardens, and Country Parks 
 
The role of public parks and gardens in terms of enhancing general quality of 
life and the urban realm in particular has been ‘rediscovered’ in recent years 
at national level through government supported campaigns and the work of 
organisations like Cabe Space.  However, their existence and function in 
smaller settlements and rural areas has tended to be overlooked.  
 
Public parks and gardens take on many forms, and may embrace a wide 
range of functions, including: 
 

• Informal recreation and outdoor sport 
• Play space of many kinds (including for sport and children’s play) 
• Providing attractive walks to work 
• Offering landscape and amenity features    
• Providing areas for ‘events’ 
• Providing habitats for wildlife. 

 
Parks are more then simply recreational space- they are a composition of 
features the combined value of which might be seen as greater than that of 
the constituent parts.   
 
Country Parks are considered to be completely different in character and 
function from most other parks (as defined above). Although Country Parks 
generally offer a range of different facilities their historic function has been to 
offer high capacity and robust ‘natural’ environments to allow large numbers 
of people to access the countryside, deflecting the pressure away from 
sensitive natural habitats. 
 
Identified Parks and Gardens in the Borough are shown on the following map. 
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4.4.1 Existing provision 
 
Figure 4.4 
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The Borough benefits from three Country Parks; these are managed by the 
County Council for the benefit of visitors from a wider area. The Borough’s 
attractive legacy of waterways, flooded gravel pits and mining heritage has 
encouraged the development of these important facilities of which local 
people can take advantage. Thus whilst their prime function is ‘strategic’, 
understandably, many of the Borough’s residents perceive them to be of 
major local importance, offering a variety of recreation facilities. The three 
Country Parks are: 
 

• Pooley Country Park and Heritahe Centre: Warwickshire's most 
recently developed Country Park and first Mining Heritage Centre, one 
third of which is a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest, 
contains several pools caused by mining subsidence, woodland 
habitats and is situated on the Coventry Canal.  
 
Kingsbury Water Park: This Park has 15 lakes situated in over 600 
acres (246 hectares). It is recognised widely as a recreation facility 
serving a very large catchment covering much of the West Midlands 
and beyond. 

 
• Hartshill: This covers 137 acres (56 hectares) of woodland and open 

hilltop, and has magnificent views across the Anker Valley. The 
species rich woodlands have been traditionally managed. 

 
There are few conventional Parks and Gardens within the Borough with the 
exception of one in Coleshill, and the small ‘pocket park’ outside the Borough 
Council offices in Atherstone. There is a parkland space in the extreme south 
of the Borough attached to a hotel. It is apparent that this is used by local 
people, but it is debatable whether or not it should be included within the 
defined category. It is shown on the above map, but has not been included in 
the overall calculation of Park and Garden space in the Borough. 
 
Within rural areas Recreation Grounds have tended to assume the 
multifunctional role that large parks have traditionally been given within larger 
urban areas. In fact many of the Outdoor Sport Facilities identified within this 
study (and summarised shortly) might also be thought of as recreation 
grounds as they serve a purpose for formal sport, children’s play, and other 
informal recreation. 
 
4.5 (Accessible) Natural Green Space 
 
For the purpose of this study Accessible Natural Green Space covers a 
variety of spaces including meadows, river floodplain, woodland, copse all of 
which share a trait of being managed primarily for wildlife value but which are 
also open to public use and enjoyment. Research elsewhere and (more 
importantly) the local consultation for this study have identified the value 
attached to such space for recreation and emotional well-being. A sense of 
‘closeness to nature’ with its attendant benefits for people is something that is 
all too easily lost in urban areas. Accessible natural green spaces should be 
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considered as important a component of community infrastructure in planning 
for new development as other forms of open space or ‘built’ recreation 
facilities. Accessible natural green spaces can make important contributions 
towards local Biodiversity targets and have particular value in helping to raise 
awareness of natural habitats. The emphasis is on providing local spaces that 
are easy to reach without having to get in a car. 
 
The Area Profiles indicate the location of identified areas of natural and semi 
natural green space within the Borough (excluding open countryside). It has to 
be said that some of the space identified may not necessarily be ‘accessible’ 
in the sense that it can be entered and used by the general community, but all 
this space can be at the very least appreciated from close quarters even if 
there is no general access. Of course the three ‘strategic’ country parks (see 
4.4.1) offer important facilities to access natural and semi natural green space 
for people living close by.  
 
4.6 Green Corridors 
 
The Area Profiles in Part 2 further indicate the location of ‘green corridors’ 
which can be used as recreation routes. Walking and cycling are continually 
identified by national surveys as major recreation activities in their own right, 
but are also endemic to everyday ‘healthy living’ (such as walking or cycling to 
work, the shops, or school). As activities they should be encouraged as a 
means of making both recreation and utility trips. Green recreational corridors 
can include: 
 

• The local public Rights of Way network 
• Promoted long distance footpaths and cycleways 
• Permissive routes. 

 
It is also recognised that some of these routes (especially in main 
settlements) will also serve as utility routes and can also be of significant 
ecological value. 
 
Links between town and countryside are important for accessing the wider 
rights of way network and quiet lanes, and can help to reduce car usage.  
 
4.7 Informal/amenity green space 
 
It is difficult to offer a practical definition of Informal Green Space/Amenity 
Green Space. The category is considered to include those spaces open to 
free and spontaneous use by the public, but neither laid out and managed for 
a specific function such as a park, public playing field or recreation ground; 
nor managed as a natural or semi-natural habitat. These areas of open space 
will be of varied size, but are likely to share the following characteristics: 
 

• Unlikely to be physically demarcated by walls or fences. 
• Predominantly laid out to mown grass. 
• Unlikely to have identifiable entrance points (unlike parks). 
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• Unlikely to have planted flower beds or other formal planted layouts, 
although they may have shrub and tree planting. 

• Generally no other recreational facilities and fixtures (such as play 
equipment or ball courts), although there may be items such as litter 
bins and benches. 

 
Examples might include both small and larger informal grassed areas in 
housing estates and general recreation spaces. They can serve a variety of 
functions dependent on their size, shape, location and topography. Some may 
be used for informal recreation activities, whilst others by themselves, or else 
collectively, contribute to the overall visual amenity of an area. However, as a 
general rule such spaces will not include highway verges and other incidental 
open space that does not fall within the definition of recreational open space 
contained within Section 1. 
 
Although given their own category in PPG17, Churchyards and Cemeteries 
can also serve a function as informal space, and sometimes also as 
Accessible Natural or Semi Natural Space. They can also serve an important 
visual and amenity function. 
 
4.8 Allotments 
 
Allotments provide areas for people to grow their own produce and plants. It is 
important to be clear about what is meant by the term ‘allotment’. The Small 
Holdings and Allotments Act 1908 obliged local authorities to provide 
sufficient allotments and to let them to persons living in their areas where they 
considered there was a demand for allotments. 
 
The Allotment Act of 1922 defines the term ‘allotment garden’ as: 
 
“an allotment not exceeding 40 poles1 in extent which is wholly or mainly 
cultivated by the occupier for the production of vegetable or fruit crops for 
consumption by himself or his family” 

The Allotments Act of 1925 gives protection to land acquired specifically for 
use as allotments, so called Statutory Allotment Sites, by the requirement for 
the need for the approval of Secretary of State in event of sale or disposal. 
Some allotment sites may not specifically have been acquired for this 
purpose. Such allotment sites are known as “temporary” (even if they have 
been in use for decades) and are not protected by the 1925 legislation.  
 
4.8.1 Existing provision 
 
Further consideration of allotments is provided in the Area profiles in Part 2. 
There are a total of 30.14 ha of allotment space in the Borough, which works 
out at 0.49 ha per 1000 people. Compared with many other local authorities 
this is a high level of provision and reflects the historic and social 
development of many of the communities within the Borough.  

                                                
1 40 poles is equivalent to 1,210 square yards or 1,012 square metre. A ‘pole’ can also be know as a ‘rod’ or 
‘perch’ 
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Further consideration of allotments is provided in the Area profiles in Part 2, 
as appropriate.  
 
4.9 Outdoor Sports Facilities 
 
The location of outdoor sports facilities is indicated on following map, and 
further information is provided in the appendices as well as in Part 2 (Area 
Profiles). 
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Figure 4.5 
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The supply of and demand for outdoor sports pitches has been highlighted 
through this study as being an issue of concern shared by many local people 
and groups. In recognition of this fact an assessment has been undertaken as 
part of this study of the requirements of the main outdoor pitch sports, these 
being: football, cricket, rugby, and hockey. This assessment is considered 
further in Section 5. A list of identified local sports pitches is included as 
Appendix 4 . The following figures indicate the general ownership of football, 
cricket and rugby pitches within the Borough that are known to be available 
for community use. 
 
Figure 4.6: Ownership of football pitches 
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Figure 4.7: Ownership of cricket pitches 
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Figure 4.8: Ownership of rugby pitches 
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The above patterns of ownership are markedly different between the three 
pitch sports, and reflect wider and traditional patterns. Football at the local 
level has always been heavily reliant on the use of public sector pitches, 
whilst rugby and cricket pitches are more frequently in the ownership of clubs. 
 
Also to be noted from these figures is the representation of the education 
sector as potential providers of pitches for (outside) community teams. 
 
Hockey is not represented in the above figures, as there is no proper 
provision for the sport within the Borough in the form of synthetic turf pitches 
(STPs). Local consultation has also highlighted a strong desire for the 
provision of at least one full size STP within the Borough, and such facilities 
are considered further below. 
 
4.10 Other major sports provision 
 
In addition to open green space, the study has also considered the provision 
of other important built sports and recreational facilities. Some of these 
facilities have a strategic/sub strategic nature (as with Country Parks). 
Because of this it would be inappropriate to consider provision in the Borough 
in isolation from facilities in neighbouring areas that might nevertheless be 
used by the Borough’s residents. To reflect this fact an 8-kilometre zone has 
been identified around the Borough’s boundary and a search has been 
undertaken of: 
 

• Sports halls 
• Swimming pools 
• Synthetic Turf Pitches (STPs) 
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available for use by the community within administrative wards falling within 
this ‘Area of Search’, as illustrated below. 
 



North Warwickshire PPG17 report – finaldraft (January 2008) 

 43 

Figure 4.9   
 

 
 
 



North Warwickshire PPG17 report – finaldraft (January 2008) 

 44 

4.10.1 Synthetic Turf Pitches (STPs) 
 
STPs are a requirement for competitive hockey but are also a very important 
training resource for football and other sports. ‘Sand Based’ surfaces can be 
used for local club hockey and training/small-sided activity for football in 
particular. ‘Water based’ surfaces are the required medium for higher level 
competitive hockey. Recent technological developments have also produced 
a ‘tufted’ STP that is on the verge of being accepted by the FA for competitive 
play at various levels (although this surface is not acceptable for competitive 
hockey).  The following map and list identify existing known provision of ‘full 
sized’ STPs within the Area of Search that have some level of community use. 
There are currently no STPs within the Borough, and this is considered by 
some local sports interests as a major deficiency (discussed in the next 
Section). 
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Figure 4.10 
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Ref Venue Surface AccessType 

1 LODE HEATH SCHOOL SPORTS HALL 
Sand 
based Unknown 

2 SOLIHULL SCHOOL 
Sand 
based Unknown 

3 UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL ENGLAND 
Sand 
based Unknown 

4 
SALTLEY COMMUNITY LEISURE 
CENTRE 3G Unknown 

5 BELGRAVE SPORTS CENTRE 
Sand 
based Unknown 

6 BABLAKE SCHOOL 
Sand 
based Unknown 

7 BABLAKE SCHOOL 
Sand 
based Unknown 

8 ALAN HIGGS CENTRE 
Sand 
based Pay and Play 

9 
PERRY BEECHES SPORT & FITNESS 
CENTRE 

Sand 
based Pay and Play 

10 
WOODCOCK SPORTS CENTRE 
(UNIVERSITY OF ASTON) 

Sand 
based Pay and Play 

11 
COVENTRY ATHLETICS TRACK / 
WESTWOOD GAMES HALL 

Sand 
based Pay and Play 

12 WYNDLEY LEISURE CENTRE 
Water 
based Pay and Play 

13 
COVENTRY ATHLETICS TRACK / 
WESTWOOD GAMES HALL 

Sand 
based Pay and Play 

14 
PRESIDENT KENNEDY SCHOOL & 
COLLEGE 

Sand 
based Pay and Play 

15 
SIDNEY STRINGER SCHOOL SPORTS 
HALL 

Sand 
based Pay and Play 

16 WOODHOUSE SPORTS CENTRE 
Sand 
based Pay and Play 

17 THE PAVILION (BIRMINGHAM) 
Sand 
based Pay and Play 

18 WESTWOOD HEATH PLAYING FIELDS 
Sand 
based Pay and Play 

19 
COVENTRY ATHLETICS TRACK / 
WESTWOOD GAMES HALL 3G Pay and Play 

20 IBSTOCK COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
Sand 
based Pay and Play 

21 NASEBY CENTRE 
Sand 
based Pay and Play 

22 
NORMAN GREEN SPORTS & TENNIS 
CENTRE 

Sand 
based Pay and Play 

23 ETONE LEISURE CENTRE 
Sand 
based 

Sports Club / Community 
Association 

24 
OLTON AND WEST WARWICKSHIRE 
SPORTS CLUB 

Sand 
based 

Sports Club / Community 
Association 

25 ARDEN SCHOOL SPORTS HALL 
Sand 
based 

Sports Club / Community 
Association 

26 
UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK 
WESTWOOD CAMPUS 

Sand 
based 

Sports Club / Community 
Association 

27 
QUEEN ELIZABETHS MERCIAN 
SCHOOL 

Sand 
based 

Sports Club / Community 
Association 

28 TAMWORTH SPORTS CAMPUS 
Sand 
based 

Sports Club / Community 
Association 
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Ref Venue Surface AccessType 

29 
UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK 
WESTWOOD CAMPUS 

Sand 
based 

Sports Club / Community 
Association 

30 
RAWLETT COMMUNITY LEISURE 
CENTRE 

Sand 
based 

Sports Club / Community 
Association 

 
4.10.2 Sports halls and swimming pools 
 
Sports halls host a variety of formal sport and active recreational activities. 
National research indicates that although they tend to attract use by a quite 
limited section of the population although use by such people tends to be 
regular. Swimming pools attract both casual and competitive activity, and 
swimming continues to be one of the most popular leisure pursuits. Larger 
facilities may attract use from residents living outside the Borough and vice 
versa.  
 
The following is a summary of the provision of existing sports halls and 
swimming pools within the Area of Search. All those facilities identified will 
have some level of community use, although the extent of such use and 
whether this is reflected in formal arrangements varies. Community access 
will obviously be greatest in the Borough Council’s own sports halls and 
swimming pools.  
 
Most other provision is based on school sites. Provision by private sector 
health and fitness clubs has been excluded from this list, although it is 
recognised that these meet the requirements of some sections of the 
community, they are not generally available for use on a casual ‘pay and play’ 
basis, and are generally quite small in size.  
 
The ratio of community ‘pay and play’ sports halls of at least 4 + courts2 in 
size to the population is 1 per 20,666 people. There is a ratio of 1 pool per 
31,000 for ‘pay and play’ swimming pools with at least 4 lanes and being at 
least 22 metres in length. However, one of these pools (located in Kingsbury) 
is old and is in need of refurbishment. 
 

                                                
2 A size of 4-badminton courts is used as a minimum because at this size (and when courts 
are laid out side-on) it provides sufficient space to allow for a range of activities, including 5-a-
side, basketball etc. Sport England uses this size of hall as a basic unit of demand/supply 
modelling. This is not to deny the importance of smaller facilities, which may be extremely 
important for local communities. 
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Figure 4.11 
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Sports halls 
inside the Borough 
 

Ref Venue 

Number of 
Badminton 
Courts 

Ownership  
Type 

Access 
Type 

1 
COLESHILL LEISURE 
CENTRE 4 

Local 
Authority Pay and Play 

2 
KINGSBURY YOUTH 
CENTRE & SPORTS HALL 4 Other Pay and Play 

3 
POLESWORTH SPORTS 
CENTRE 4 

Community 
school Pay and Play 

4 
POLESWORTH HIGH 
SCHOOL 4 

Community 
school 

Sports Club / Community 
Association 

5 ARLEY SPORTS CENTRE 3 
Local 
Authority Pay and Play 

6 
POLESWORTH HIGH 
SCHOOL 1 

Community 
school 

Sports Club / Community 
Association 

7 
NETHER WHITACRE 
VILLAGE HALL 1 

Local 
Authority Pay and Play 

8 THE COLESHILL SCHOOL 1 
Community 
school 

Sports Club / Community 
Association 

9 THE COLESHILL SCHOOL 1 
Community 
school 

Sports Club / Community 
Association 

 
Sports halls outside the Borough 
 

Ref Venue 

Number of 
Badminton 
Courts 

Ownership 
Type AccessType 

10 HINCKLEY LEISURE CENTRE 8 Local Authority 
Pay and 
Play 

11 
NECHELLS COMMUNITY 
SPORTS CENTRE 8 Local Authority 

Pay and 
Play 

12 
AT7 COVENTRY SPORTS 
FOUNDATION 6 Other 

Pay and 
Play 

13 ALAN HIGGS CENTRE 6 Other 
Pay and 
Play 

14 O2 HEALTH AND FITNESS 5 Further Education 
Pay and 
Play 

15 
IBSTOCK COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 5 Community school 

Pay and 
Play 

16 WOODHOUSE SPORTS CENTRE 5 Local Authority 
Pay and 
Play 

17 WYNDLEY LEISURE CENTRE 5 Local Authority 
Pay and 
Play 

18 
BISHOP WALSH CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL 4 

Voluntary Aided 
School 

Pay and 
Play 

19 
ARTHUR TERRY SPORTS 
CENTRE 4 Community school 

Pay and 
Play 

20 413811 4 Foundation School 
Pay and 
Play 

21 
WOODCOCK SPORTS CENTRE 
(UNIVERSITY OF ASTON) 4 

Higher Education 
Institutions 

Pay and 
Play 

22 
CARDINAL NEWMAN SCHOOL 
SPORTS HALL 4 

Voluntary Aided 
School 

Pay and 
Play 

23 CITY COLLEGE COVENTRY TILE 4 Further Education Pay and 
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Ref Venue 

Number of 
Badminton 
Courts 

Ownership 
Type AccessType 

HILL CENTRE Play 

24 PEAKS LEISURE CENTRE 4 Local Authority 
Pay and 
Play 

25 
FOXFORD SCHOOL SPORTS 
CENTRE 4 Community school 

Pay and 
Play 

26 
SIDNEY STRINGER SCHOOL 
SPORTS HALL 4 Community school 

Pay and 
Play 

27 
BISHOP VESEY'S GRAMMAR 
SCHOOL 4 

Voluntary Aided 
School 

Pay and 
Play 

28 
RAWLETT COMMUNITY LEISURE 
CENTRE 4 Community school 

Pay and 
Play 

29 MIDLAND SPORTS CENTRE 4 Other 
Pay and 
Play 

30 
PRESIDENT KENNEDY SCHOOL 
& COLLEGE 4 Community school 

Pay and 
Play 

31 
STOKE PARK SCHOOL & 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 4 Community school 

Pay and 
Play 

32 
WOODWAY PARK SCHOOL & 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 4 Community school 

Pay and 
Play 

33 
BOSWORTH COMMUNITY AND 
SPORTS COLLEGE 4 Community school 

Pay and 
Play 

34 
WOODCOCK SPORTS CENTRE 
(UNIVERSITY OF ASTON) 4 

Higher Education 
Institutions 

Pay and 
Play 

35 
TILE HILL WOOD SCHOOL 
SPORTS CENTRE 4 Community school 

Pay and 
Play 

36 
WILNECOTE COMMUNITY 
LEISURE CENTRE 4 Community school 

Pay and 
Play 

37 CAMPUS SPORTS CENTRE 4 Further Education 
Pay and 
Play 

38 ETONE LEISURE CENTRE 4 Community school 
Pay and 
Play 

39 
JUBILEE SPORTS CENTRE 
(NUNEATON) 4 Local Authority 

Pay and 
Play 

40 ARDEN SCHOOL SPORTS HALL 4 Community school 
Pay and 
Play 

41 
LANGLEY SCHOOL SPORTS 
HALL 4 Community school 

Pay and 
Play 

42 
LODE HEATH SCHOOL SPORTS 
HALL 4 Community school 

Pay and 
Play 

43 
ST AUGUSTINE'S SPORTS 
CENTRE (COVENTRY) 4 Other 

Pay and 
Play 

44 
ST PETERS RC (AIDED) SCHOOL 
SPORTS HALL 4 

Voluntary Aided 
School 

Pay and 
Play 

45 TUDOR GRANGE SCHOOL 4 Community school 
Pay and 
Play 

46 
TUDOR GRANGE SPORTS 
CENTRE 4 Local Authority 

Pay and 
Play 

47 BELGRAVE SPORTS CENTRE 4 Community school 
Pay and 
Play 

48 
KINGSBURY SCHOOL & 
COMMUNITY LEISURE 4 Community school 

Pay and 
Play 

49 
COVENTRY SPORTS & LEISURE 
CENTRE 10 Local Authority 

Pay and 
Play 

50 
KINGSTANDING LEISURE 
CENTRE 1 Local Authority 

Pay and 
Play 
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Figure 4.12 
 

 
 
 



North Warwickshire PPG17 report – finaldraft (January 2008) 

 52 

Pools inside the Borough 
 

Ref Venue 

Number 
of 
Lanes 

Ownership 
Type 

Access 
Type 

1 
ATHERSTONE LEISURE 
COMPLEX 4 Local Authority Pay and Play 

2 
KINGSBURY SWIMMING 
POOL 4 Community school Pay and Play 

 
 
Pool outside the Borough 
 

Ref Venue 
Number 
of Lanes 

Ownership 
Type 

Access 
Type 

3 COVENTRY SPORTS & LEISURE CENTRE 8 
Local 
Authority 

Pay and 
Play 

4 PINGLES LEISURE CENTRE 8 
Local 
Authority 

Pay and 
Play 

5 TUDOR GRANGE SPORTS CENTRE 6 
Local 
Authority 

Pay and 
Play 

6 
ERDINGTON SWIMMING POOL, FITNESS 
CENTRE & TURKISH SUITE 6 

Local 
Authority 

Pay and 
Play 

7 FOLESHILL SPORTS & LEISURE CENTRE 6 
Local 
Authority 

Pay and 
Play 

8 
BEECHES SWIMMING POOL & FITNESS 
CENTRE 6 

Local 
Authority 

Pay and 
Play 

9 HINCKLEY LEISURE CENTRE 6 
Local 
Authority 

Pay and 
Play 

10 BEDWORTH LEISURE CENTRE 6 
Local 
Authority 

Pay and 
Play 

11 WYNDLEY LEISURE CENTRE 6 
Local 
Authority 

Pay and 
Play 

12 
COUNDON COURT SCHOOL & 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 5 

Community 
school 

Pay and 
Play 

13 CALUDON CASTLE SCHOOL 5 
Community 
school 

Pay and 
Play 

14 CASTLE POOL 4 
Local 
Authority 

Pay and 
Play 

15 
COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL & COMMUNITY 
LEISURE CENTRE 4 

Community 
school 

Pay and 
Play 

16 
BOSWORTH COMMUNITY AND SPORTS 
COLLEGE 4 

Community 
school 

Pay and 
Play 

17 WOODHOUSE SPORTS CENTRE 4 
Local 
Authority 

Pay and 
Play 

18 BELGRAVE SPORTS CENTRE 4 
Community 
school 

Pay and 
Play 

19 
WILNECOTE COMMUNITY LEISURE 
CENTRE 4 

Community 
school 

Pay and 
Play 

20 
CARDINAL NEWMAN SCHOOL SPORTS 
HALL 4 

Voluntary 
Aided School 

Pay and 
Play 

21 FOLESHILL SPORTS & LEISURE CENTRE - 
Local 
Authority 

Pay and 
Play 

22 COVENTRY SPORTS & LEISURE CENTRE - 
Local 
Authority 

Pay and 
Play 

23 THE PEAKS LEISURE CENTRE 3 
Local 
Authority 

Pay and 
Play 
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4.10.3 Small community buildings 
 
Small halls and community venues (such halls for hire and community 
centres) host a variety of recreation and social/community activities. These 
venues come in all shapes and sizes, and whilst some may not be suited to 
hosting any formal sports activity, they can provide important local venues for 
social contact, meetings, crèches, keep fit and other such activities satisfying 
important local needs. 
 
The following map shows the location of identified small halls and community 
venues within the Borough- although there are possibly more to be located 
and added. In the absence of easy access to larger leisure centres, they 
provide the only accessible and local covered recreation provision. 
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Figure 4.13 
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There are 22 such venues that have been identified (which do not include day 
centres.) This gives a ratio of 1 small community venue per 2818 people. As 
will be seen from their names, the venues are generally intended to provide 
accommodation for particular groups or age ranges within the community. 
 
4.11 Play provision for children and young people 
 
A play strategy is be being developed for the Borough Council, and this report 
will draw heavily upon the findings and conclusions of the play strategy 
process; especially in relation to the development and application of 
standards of provision for these important local facilities. Accordingly, Section 
6 in this report proposes standards of minimum provision for equipped play 
opportunity as identified by the emerging play strategy. The Area Profiles in 
Part 2 identify the location of existing facilities and highlight local issues with 
respect to such provision revealed through the play strategy consultation, as 
well as the application of the draft standards. 
 
Although this report (where it deals with play facilities) focuses mainly on 
equipped provision, it is important to appreciate that children and young 
people will play/’hang out’ in almost all publicly accessible “space” ranging 
from the street, shopping centres and squares, parks, playing fields, amenity 
grassed areas etc as well as the more recognisable play and youth facility 
areas such as equipped playgrounds, youth shelters, BMX and skateboard 
parks, Multi-use Games Areas etc. Clearly many of the other types of open 
space covered by this study will therefore be important informal play facilities.  
 
To a child, the whole world is a potential playground: where an adult sees a 
low wall, a railing, kerb or street bench a children might see a mini adventure 
playground or a challenging skateboard obstacle. Play should not be 
restricted to designated ‘reservations’ and planning and urban design 
principles should reflect these considerations. 
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5. Local Needs 
 
5.1 Introduction 
 
This section examines identified local need for various types of open space, 
sports and recreation opportunity. It has drawn upon a range of survey and 
analytical techniques. The following details the community consultation 
exercises that have been undertaken as part of the study. The extent of the 
consultation reflects the breadth and diversity of the study and a consequent 
need to engage with as wide a cross section of the community as possible.  
 
5.1.1 Questionnaire surveys 
 
Eight questionnaire surveys were undertaken: 
 

• A Citizens’ Panel questionnaire 
• Town and Parish Councils questionnaire 
• Schools questionnaire 
• Children and Young people’s questionnaires 
• Play and Youth Organisations questionnaire 
• Local Groups and Organisations’ questionnaire 
• Local Sports Clubs’ Questionnaires (one survey each for pitch and 

non-pitch sports) 
 
5.1.2 Focus groups and other activity based consultations 
 
In addition to the above focus group meetings/activity based consultations 
were undertaken as below: 
 

• Citizen’s Panel Consultation Event 
• Sports Group 
• Countryside/Environment Group 
• Town and Parish Councils Group 
• Borough Council members 
• Disability Group 
• Young People  
• Borough Council Officers 

 
5.1.3 Pitch analyses 
 
A general analysis of need for outdoor pitches (football in particular) has been 
conducted using a method endorsed by Sport England, and this is also 
summarised in this Section.  
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5.1.4 Relationship between consultations and the development of 
standards 
 
The result of this consultation and other analyses will help amongst other 
things to inform the content of the recommended local standards as well as 
possible priorities and actions for inclusion in action plans and the Green 
Space and Play Strategies. Crucially it has also helped the study to 
understand local people’s appreciation of open space and recreation facilities, 
and the values attached by the community to the various forms of space. This 
appreciation should have implications for the way in which open spaces are 
treated and designated in the revised development plan. 
 
5.2 General Community Consultation 

 
5.2.1 Citizen’s Panel Survey  
 
A questionnaire was sent out to 1000 members of North Warwickshire 
Borough Council’s Citizen’s Panel. This Panel is considered by the Council to 
be a representative cross section of the adult community. Of the total number 
of questionnaires sent out 295 completed questionnaires were returned (a 
30% response rate). The full questionnaire is included as Appendix 3 , and 
the following provides some of the key findings. 
 
5.2.1.1 Frequency, regularity and times of use  
 
Respondents were asked to state how often they visited or used each of the 
following types of open space, sport and recreation facilities within North 
Warwickshire Borough, with the following results (shaded areas indicate 
where use is at least weekly by over 10% of respondents). 
 
Figure 5.1 Frequency of use  
 

Type Daily Weekly Fortnightly monthly Rarely Never 
Local Parks 9% 23% 9% 16% 28% 14% 
Equipped Children's Play Areas 2% 10% 8% 8% 16% 56% 
Outdoor facilities for teenagers 0% 1% 2% 2% 11% 84% 
Playing Fields for football, cricket, rugby 2% 14% 4% 10% 18% 53% 
Recreation ground / village green 9% 16% 8% 11% 24% 32% 
Tennis/netball courts & outdoor bowling greens 0% 3% 3% 4% 14% 76% 
Areas to sit out in or play ball games 3% 13% 10% 12% 24% 39% 
Cycle paths 2% 6% 6% 11% 17% 59% 
Footpaths, riverside walks 15% 20% 10% 19% 22% 14% 
Bridleways 2% 4% 2% 3% 12% 77% 
Country Parks 2% 7% 11% 22% 40% 18% 
Countryside/woodland areas 7% 11% 12% 25% 30% 16% 
Nature reserves or wildlife areas 2% 5% 9% 21% 40% 23% 
Paved areas for walking & sitting 5% 16% 14% 14% 23% 27% 
Cemeteries & churchyards 1% 8% 10% 14% 32% 36% 
Allotments 4% 1% 1% 1% 3% 90% 
Artificial turf pitches 0% 1% 0% 0% 3% 95% 
Golf courses 0% 6% 2% 3% 8% 81% 
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Type Daily Weekly Fortnightly monthly Rarely Never 
Outdoor sports 0% 0% 1% 1% 6% 92% 
Outdoor water sports facilities 0% 0% 0% 2% 6% 91% 
Outdoor swimming pools 0% 0% 0% 1% 7% 92% 
Village halls / community centres 2% 10% 5% 14% 35% 35% 
Indoor sports / leisure facilities 2% 20% 5% 10% 20% 43% 
Indoor swimming pools 2% 13% 7% 11% 24% 44% 
Large indoor facilities 0% 2% 0% 3% 19% 75% 
 
 
The table below illustrates which of these spaces/facilities are used most 
frequently (at least once a week) by the respondents: 

 
Figure 5.2  

North Warw ickshire - Most Used Facilities (weekly)

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

Local Parks

Equipped Children's Play Areas

Playing Fields

Recreation ground /  village green

Areas to sit  out in/play ball games

Footpaths, riverside walks

Countryside/woodland areas

Paved areas for walking & sit t ing

Village halls /  community centres

Indoor sports / leisure facilit ies

Indoor swimming pools

%

 
 
As can be seen, it is the Boroughs footpaths, riverside walks, local parks, 
village greens/recreation grounds and countryside/woodland areas that tend 
to be used by the most people on a frequent and regular (at least weekly) 
basis. Footpaths, riverside walks etc are actually used at least weekly by 35% 
of respondents. Indeed, it is informal recreation facilities that figure most 
prominently in respondents’ replies. 
 
Playing fields and play areas also feature as “most used” facilities but with 
fewer people using them on a regular basis. This is not surprising given the 
more specific purposes of these facilities. 
 
5.2.1.2 Indoor Sports and Recreation Facilities 
 
The Borough’s indoor leisure centres are used regularly by significant 
numbers with 22% of respondents using them at least weekly. The Borough’s 
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swimming pools and village/community halls are also used frequently by 
many residents (15% and 12% respectively). 
 
5.2.1.3 Seasonal Use of Facilities 
 
The survey also asked to what extent visits were “seasonal” i.e. were 
spaces/facilities used only in the summer or all year round? In many cases it 
was not clear cut as to seasonal use but the following spaces/facilities were 
regarded as “mainly for use in the summer” by a significant majority: 

• Tennis/netball courts & outdoor bowling greens 
• Areas to sit out in or play ball games 
• Outdoor water sports facilities 

 
The most clear cut facilities for “all round use” were: 

• Footpaths and Riverside walks 
• Paved Areas for walking and sitting 
• Cemeteries and Churchyards 
• Village halls / community centres 
• Indoor sports / leisure facilities/swimming pools 

  
5.2.1.4 Reasons for visiting “most used” Sites 
 
Unlike dedicated sports facilities (where the reason for visit is usually obvious) 
people may use outdoor spaces for a variety of reasons, and this is indeed 
reflected in the respondents answers when asked the main purpose of their 
visit to their most used open space. 
 
Figure 5.3 
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The above responses, which are the “top ten” reasons given, again reflect 
strongly the importance of attractive outdoor spaces for quiet informal 
recreation and the appreciation of the natural environment. Once at their 
destination the majority of users (59%) stay for less than 1 hour. 
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Ditance to most-used site
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5.2.1.5 Distance and mode of travel (most-used site) 
 
Respondents were asked how far their “most-used” open space was from 
their home, and their preferred mode of transport with the following results. 
 
Figure 5.4 
 

 
68% of respondents travelled less than one mile, relating closely to the mode 
of travel where 64% confirmed they normally walked to the site. 31% of 
respondents drive to the site, yet only 14% of sites are more than 3 miles 
away. 

 
5.2.1.6 Location of facilities relative to place of residence and 
‘preparedness to travel’ 
 
An important component of this study is to develop and recommend a series 
of local standards of provision for different types of open space, sport and 
recreation opportunity. The following therefore is an attempt to gauge people’s 
willingness to travel to use different types of opportunity (which either might 
be by car, foot, bike, public transport etc). Shaded areas indicate most 
common times respondents say they would be prepared to travel 
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Figure 5.5: Preparedness to travel 
 

Type ≥ 1 Min 1-5 6-10 11-15 16-20 20 plus  
Local Parks 2% 16% 28% 21% 16% 17% 

Equipped Children's Play Areas 2% 18% 31% 18% 13% 18% 
Outdoor facilities for teenagers 0% 8% 25% 25% 17% 24% 

Playing Fields for football, cricket, rugby 0% 11% 22% 29% 14% 24% 
Recreation ground / village green 2% 19% 32% 27% 9% 11% 

Tennis/netball courts & outdoor bowling greens 0% 11% 25% 23% 19% 22% 
Areas to sit out in or play ball games 0% 14% 26% 23% 17% 20% 

Cycle paths 1% 12% 26% 24% 4% 34% 
Footpaths, riverside walks 3% 14% 19% 21% 7% 36% 

Bridleways 0% 6% 17% 26% 9% 42% 
Country Parks 1% 1% 4% 15% 21% 59% 

Countryside/woodland areas 1% 2% 7% 12% 21% 56% 
Nature reserves or wildlife areas 0% 2% 5% 13% 18% 62% 
Paved areas for walking & sitting 1% 12% 25% 20% 18% 23% 

Cemeteries & churchyards 2% 16% 22% 22% 19% 19% 
Allotments 0% 36% 33% 15% 6% 9% 

Artificial turf pitches 0% 6% 6% 19% 33% 36% 
Golf courses 0% 2% 5% 13% 20% 60% 

Other Outdoor sports 1% 3% 6% 19% 20% 51% 
Outdoor water sports facilities 0% 2% 0% 17% 28% 53% 

Outdoor swimming pools 0% 4% 11% 20% 29% 36% 
Village halls / community centres 1% 19% 29% 18% 11% 23% 

Indoor sports / leisure facilities 0% 3% 23% 25% 24% 25% 
Indoor swimming pools 0% 2% 15% 24% 26% 33% 

Large indoor facilities e.g. indoor tennis & 
bowls 0% 1% 2% 17% 25% 54% 

 
It is difficult to look at the above table and draw detailed conclusions. 
However, it is probably fair to say that where people make use of the facilities 
identified they are prepared to travel longer to use ‘major’ facilities (such as 
swimming pools, country parks, golf courses etc), in comparison with small-
scale facilities (such as children’s playgrounds, allotments, village halls etc). 
This general pattern is unsurprising. 
 
It is also clear that there is great variance in respondents’ apparent 
willingness to spend time travelling to different types of opportunity. A 
significant percentage of respondents would, for example, only be prepared to 
travel up to 5 minutes to a range of different facilities. 
 
These points are illustrated by the following figures which show graphically 
preparedness to spend time travelling to different types of open space and 
built facility. In so doing the figures interpret the information provided in the 
previous figure into time trends. 
 
The accompanying comments also refer to the preferred mode of travel 
(considered in more detail later in this section).  
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Figure 5.6 Preparedness to spend time travelling to local open space 
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From the above it is reasonable to assume that 75% of respondents would be 
prepared to travel at least 10 minutes to any of the said facilities, and with the 
preferred trip mode being by foot. 
 
Figure 5.7 Preparedness to spend time travelling to outdoor sports 
provision 
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For outdoor sports facilities there is a marked difference in trip times and 
mode depending on the nature of the facility. For playing fields and tennis 
courts it may therefore be reasonable to assume that the majority of 
respondents would be prepared to travel at least 10 minutes to any of the 
these facilities, and with the preferred trip mode being by foot. However, for 
other types of facility (including artificial pitches and golf courses) the 
comparable conclusions are that most respondents are likely to be prepared 
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to travel at least 15 minutes to reach such facilities, and with the preferred trip 
mode being by car.  
 
Figure 5.8 Preparedness to spend time travelling to ‘natural’ and wildlife 
areas 
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For natural and wild areas there is, again, a marked difference between trip 
times and mode depending on the nature of the facility. Apparent 
preparedness to access country parks, countryside and woodland areas 
suggests an acceptance of longer trips, with 75% of respondents seemingly 
prepared to travel at last 20 minutes, and with the preferred trip mode being 
by car.  This may reflect a view that natural space and countryside requires 
longer journeys to access. 
 
Conversely, preparedness to spend time travelling to footpaths and riverside 
walks is less, with 75% of respondents probably being prepared to travel at 
least 10 minutes, and with the preferred trip mode being by foot.  
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Figure 5.9 Preparedness to spend time travelling to other types of space 
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For other types of open space preparedness to spend time travelling ranges 
from between 5 and 10 minutes for allotments to probably around 10 minutes 
for at least 75% of respondents for paved areas and cemeteries, with the 
preferred trip mode being by car. 
 
Figure 5.10 Preparedness to spend time travelling to built sports and 
recreation facilities 
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Finally, for built facilities there is a marked contrast in preparedness to travel 
to:  
 

• village halls/community centres (with at least 75% of respondents 
probably prepared to travel at least 10 minutes, with walking being the 
preferred trip mode); and, 
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• larger sports facilities such as sports halls and swimming pools where 

15 minutes is a reasonable indication of willingness for most 
respondents, and with the preferred trip mode being by car. 

 
5.2.1.7 Mode of transport 
 
An accompanying question asked what mode of transport respondents were 
likely to use to get to such facilities (where they would use them). Shaded 
areas show the most common mode of transport used. 
 
Figure 5.11: Mode of transport 
 

Type Walk Drive Cycle Other 

Local Parks 67% 23% 8% 2%
Equipped Children's Play Areas 66% 28% 4% 2%
Outdoor facilities for teenagers 47% 39% 11% 3%
Playing Fields for football, cricket, rugby 53% 43% 3% 1%
Recreation ground/village green 79% 16% 5% 1%
Tennis/netball courts & outdoor bowling greens 58% 39% 3% 0%
Areas to sit out in or play ball games 71% 22% 6% 1%
Cycle paths 18% 20% 62% 0%
Footpaths, riverside walks 72% 22% 6% 1%
Bridleways 40% 37% 19% 4%
Country Parks 25% 68% 7% 0%
Countryside/woodland areas 30% 63% 7% 0%
Nature reserves or wildlife areas 25% 68% 6% 1%
Paved areas for walking & sitting 63% 28% 6% 3%
Cemeteries & churchyards 57% 35% 6% 2%
Allotments 55% 40% 5% 0%
Artificial turf pitches 20% 70% 8% 3%
Golf courses 11% 81% 6% 2%
Outdoor sports 18% 77% 5% 0%
Outdoor water sports facilities 15% 78% 7% 0%
Outdoor swimming pools 29% 65% 6% 0%
Village halls / community centres 61% 34% 4% 1%
Indoor sports / leisure facilities 35% 59% 7% 0%
Indoor swimming pools 23% 71% 5% 1%
Large indoor facilities 15% 80% 4% 1%
 
Once again it is not surprising that in broad terms walking is the predominant 
mode of travel to facilities such as local parks, children’s play areas, 
recreation grounds/village greens, and other informal recreation areas. In 
contrast, motorised transport is more common for larger facilities such as 
leisure centres, golf courses and country parks which are often some distance 
removed from many potential users.  
 
The detailed findings from this section will be extremely valuable in drawing 
up the access elements of relevant standards for different kinds of open 
space in Section 5. 
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5.2.1.8 Satisfaction levels and areas for improvement  
 
Respondents were asked how they rated the Borough’s various types of open 
space in terms of quality with the following results. Shaded areas show where 
more than 40% of respondents rated facilities as very good/good or poor/very 
poor. 
 
Figure 5.12: Overall satisfaction 
 

Type V Good  Good  Average  Poor  V Poor  
Range & quality of local parks/recreation 

grounds 6% 35% 42% 12% 6% 
Range & quality young children’s facilities 5% 26% 39% 20% 10% 
Range & quality outdoor facilities  - young 

people 1% 8% 37% 33% 20% 
Range & quality outdoors sports 0% 12% 48% 27% 12% 

Recreation ground / village green 3% 30% 48% 10% 8% 
Tennis/netball courts & outdoor bowling 

greens 2% 19% 37% 27% 15% 
Areas to sit out in or play ball games 2% 21% 45% 20% 12% 

Cycle paths 4% 16% 39% 28% 13% 
Footpaths, riverside walks 6% 38% 42% 11% 3% 

Bridleways 5% 18% 48% 23% 5% 
Country Parks 8% 48% 33% 8% 3% 

Countryside/woodland areas 8% 51% 32% 6% 2% 
Nature reserves or wildlife areas 9% 47% 33% 8% 3% 
Paved areas for walking & sitting 1% 24% 52% 17% 6% 

Cemeteries & churchyards 5% 42% 51% 1% 1% 
Allotments 4% 16% 52% 18% 9% 

Artificial turf pitches 0% 4% 25% 35% 36% 
Golf courses 8% 37% 33% 17% 6% 

Other Outdoor sports 0% 14% 34% 33% 19% 
Outdoor water sports facilities 3% 33% 33% 21% 11% 

Outdoor swimming pools 0% 5% 14% 40% 41% 
Village halls / community centres 2% 28% 53% 11% 5% 

Indoor sports / leisure facilities 4% 39% 40% 10% 6% 
Indoor swimming pools 6% 29% 30% 18% 18% 

Large indoor facilities e.g. indoor 
tennis/bowls 0% 9% 34% 29% 28% 

 
 
A similar question was asked about general aspects of open space provision 
Shaded areas show where 1/3 or more of respondents rated facilities as very 
good/good or poor/very poor. 
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Figure 5.13: Satisfaction with general aspects of open space (Citizen’s 
Panel) 

 
 
 
These tables are interesting in that it tends to confirm the findings of other 
elements of the consultation exercise (including the focus group below) 
through: 
 

• Appreciation of the generally high quality of parks and gardens, and 
natural environments and informal recreation facilities. 

• Appreciation of the existing indoor sports and leisure facilities  
• Concerns arising out of maintenance and abuse of open space 
• A perceived lack of provision for teenagers 
• Lack of artificial turf pitches in the Borough. 

 
Respondents were asked to identify their three most important issues in 
relation to areas of open space, with the following results. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Type V Good  Good  Average  Poor  V Poor  
Variety of types & sizes of open space 7% 29% 49% 9% 6% 

Formal plant displays, shrubs and 
flowerbeds 4% 28% 38% 23% 6% 

Cleanliness and freedom from litter and 
graffiti 2% 16% 45% 30% 8% 

Special events and festivals 1% 12% 45% 32% 9% 
Provision of Shelters & seating 0% 5% 39% 42% 13% 

Car parking 5% 25% 44% 18% 8% 
Areas & bins for dog fouling 2% 24% 41% 24% 10% 

Signposting, information boards and 
leaflets 2% 26% 44% 20% 8% 

Lighting 1% 22% 50% 20% 7% 
Security and feeling safe 2% 14% 53% 23% 9% 
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Figure 5.14 
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This indicates that the most important issues for residents are to ensure that 
sites are safe and secure; and that they are kept free of litter, graffiti etc. 
Other important issues are to minimise dog fouling; that sites are easy to 
access; and the control of noise and anti-social behaviour. 
 
Respondents were asked whether there were certain changes that might 
encourage them to make any or greater use of open space in the Borough 
with the following results.  
 
Figure 5.15 
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Three practical actions that could encourage greater use were to make 
improvements to existing sites; improved safety and security measures at 
sites; and better publicity and promotion. 
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5.2.1.9 Ball Games on Informal open space 
 
The survey posed a specific query in relation to the use of informal space by 
children and young people by asking “do you think that children and young 
people should be allowed to play ball games on informal areas near to their 
homes?” 
 
A significant majority (71%) said that ball games should be allowed. 
 
5.2.2 Citizen’s Panel Consultation Event 
 
A consultation event was held on Tuesday 15th August 2006 at the Council 
Offices in Atherstone to which all members of the Citizen’s Panel who had 
expressed an interest in meeting to discuss open space, sport and recreation 
issues were invited. A summary of findings and issues raised is provided 
below: 
 
5.2.2.1 Strengths/Good Points 
 

• Two recently improved play areas in Polesworth 
• Pooley Heritage Centre 
• Kingsbury Water park 
• General availability of public open space at local level 
• Easy access to open space 
• Kingsbury – good example of disabled access for fishing 
• The marina and towpaths at Polesworth 
• The Leisure Centres 

 
5.2.2.2 Weaknesses/Room for improvement 
 

• Swimming pools – hygiene arrangements could be improved e.g. no 
boots and footwear in changing areas 

• Coleshill Leisure Centre – poor access for disabled to fitness suite 
• Need for improved communication and integration of services across 

parish, Borough, and county council levels. 
• Need for parish plans to carry weight and highlight facilities for pooled 

resources to address local issues. 
• Some duplication of resources e.g. village/community halls in some 

areas – where this is the case aim to gain local agreement to work 
together to focus on improvements to the most important/useful 
facilities rather than try to improve everything (too much competition for 
limited resources). 

• Vandalism and anti-social behaviour a problem quite widely across the 
Borough. 

• To reduce vandalism to play areas, open spaces etc aim to encourage 
greater use through promotion and publicity. 

• Improve security measures at sites e.g. CCTV 
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• Provision for pre-teens very important. Often by teenage years patterns 
of anti-social behaviour are established – catch them early to avoid 
this! 

• Need for “carrot and stick” approach - provide more but find and deal 
with main culprits e.g. ASBOs. 

• Dog fouling is a widespread problem – provide facilities for dog owners 
but also identify repeat offenders through dog wardens etc and 
highlight prosecutions. 

• Litter – again provide facilities, empty bins etc but also prosecute and 
publicise to highlight litter offences are serious. 

• Report  ASB, litter etc to the council and highlight where action taken is 
not quick enough (enforce regulations re council’s need to respond to 
litter, rubbish etc). 

• Need to improve publicity re how and who to contact at council to get 
action taken. 

• Encourage more community involvement with local parks and open 
spaces e.g. friends groups. 

• “Hidden spaces” are difficult to “police” – where possible open up 
“hidden spaces” e.g. cut down trees and foliage (within reason!) so that 
the spaces get more natural surveillance. 

• Need for better publicity and promotion of all parks, play areas, public 
open spaces etc as many are not known to people. E.g. North Talk, 
area based leaflets showing facilities and public open spaces etc 

• Consider “rewards” for clearing cans/bottles etc so that children will be 
encouraged to collect and keep areas litter–free. 

• When investing capital to improve facilities vital to arrange for ongoing 
maintenance. 

• Make more use of section 106 agreements with developers and secure 
“commuted sums” re maintenance. 

• Outdoor sport facilities in Atherstone need improvement – Ok up to 
school age but then you have to travel to get decent facilities. 

• Need to secure greater community use of school facilities in Atherstone 
– particularly at secondary school 

• Improve partnership working between Borough and County over sports 
facilities e.g. management, publicity etc. 

• For rural areas – increase community use of school facilities generally. 
• For rural areas – transport is a big issue especially for children, young 

people, older people, low-income families, and for those without access 
to a car. 

• Rural areas – provide more facilities and activities within the village to 
reduce need for travel! 

• Need for better facilities for cycling e.g. safer routes to schools and 
leisure facilities – provide secure cycle storage facilities. 

 
5.2.2.3 Three general priorities for the future 

 
• Number and spread of facilities is reasonable in N Warks. The 

priority need is to improve and better maintain what we have (and 
improve access to them). Access includes physical access for 
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people with disabilities as well as improvements to transport so that 
they are accessible from a wide catchment. Also make sure they 
are open when people need them to be. 

 
• Improve publicity and promotion, for example, maps/directories of 

what is available in local areas – simple and accessible format 
covering all sport, recreation, play and recreation facilities. 

 
• Improve partnership and integration of management and promotion 

of facilities between parish, Borough and county councils as well as 
the voluntary sector. Make better use of school, council and 
community resources 
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5.2.3 Community Organisations Survey 
 
A questionnaire was sent out to 28 relevant groups and organisations and 
responses were received from fourteen organisations spread across the 
Borough such as tenants associations, community associations, civic 
societies, and allotment associations.  
 
Nine of the 14 responding organisations make some direct use of open space 
areas for walks, events, allotment gardening, general outdoor activities and 
organised games. 
 
Interestingly a majority (64%) consider that there is enough open space in 
their area. 
 
Specific comments from those who think there is not enough open space 
were: 
 

• Plenty of open space in Coleshill and around Coleshill (Kingsbury 
Water Park) but in Coleshill it’s open to abuse (drug taking, “asbo 
types”). 

• Need for wheelchair/disabled access to areas 
• Need for activities for young people in parks 
• The top of Pooley Lane in Polesworth - vast amount of space for 

interesting walks with seats to rest and tea for public to use 
• Need for a user friendly park i.e. where people want to go and where 

there is no danger of intimidation (Atherstone) 
• There is a very badly drained recreation ground with no play equipment 

at present (Hurley). 
 
The three most important issues in relation to the provision of open space 
areas were thought to be:- 
 

1. Cleanliness and freedom for litter/graffiti; 57% of respondents 
2. Ease of access for all members of the community: 57% 
3. Safety and security for users; 50% 

 
Specific suggestions as to other important qualities about sites were:  
  

• No motorised vehicles 
• Good seating in open areas 
• Enough money should be available to address the key issues! 
• More police, park attendants, road sweeping, more control over 

vandalism, toilets 
• Should be attractive to look at 

 
A question offered respondents 19 aspects of open space and asked for a 
rating of each from very good to very poor. The table given below provides an 
analysis of the responses. In addition the most frequent responses have been 
highlighted.  
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Figure 5.16: Satisfaction with general aspects of open space 
(community organisations) 
 
In general how do you rate the following 
aspects of open space within the Borough – 
% of total responses 
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The variety of different types and sizes of 
open space          

1 7 3 3 0 0 

The range & quality of play facilities for 
young children  

0 6 4 4 0 0 

The range & quality of outdoor facilities for 
young people           

0 1 5 5 3 0 

The range & quality of outdoor sports 
facilities  

0 2 4 7 0 1 

The number and quality of local 
parks/recreation grounds 

0 5 4 3 1 1 

Formal planting displays, shrubs and flower 
beds  

0 3 3 6 2 0 

Local nature reserves and wildlife areas  
  

2 6 1 3 1 1 

Footpaths, cycleways and bridleways 
  

0 3 6 4 1 0 

Country Parks ,countryside & woodland areas
  

2 5 4 1 0 2 

Areas for sitting out in or playing informal 
ball games  

0 4 4 5 1 0 

Cleanliness and freedom from litter & graffiti
   

0 1 6 7 0 0 

Accessibility for wheelchairs and pushchairs
   

0 2 6 3 2 1 

Provision of special events and festivals 
  

0 3 5 4 1 1 

Provision of shelters and seating    
  

0 1 4 7 1 1 

Car parking    1 5 5 1 1 1 

Areas and bins for dog fouling   
  

0 1 9 4 0 0 

Signposting and information boards and 
leaflets   

1 4 6 3 0 0 

Lighting      0 2 8 1 0 3 

Security and feeling safe    
  

0 2 8 2 2 0 

 
From this it can be seen that for most aspects responses have been positive. 
Of particular note are the positive responses for the range of types and sizes 
of open space and countryside recreation and wildlife areas. 
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With regard to the range and quality of outdoor facilities for young people 
were of greatest concern along with formal planting displays and the provision 
of shelters and seating. 
 
A series of open questions were included to elicit comments on a range of 
open space issues. Respondents were given some guidance as to the range 
of topics to be covered and the main comments for each of the issues follow.  
 
5.2.3.1 Parks and Open Spaces  
 

• There is enough open space in Coleshill but there are problems with 
teenagers who abuse the areas with litter/drinks/drugs and bad 
language. A warden would be a good idea. 

• Enough spaces but they could be more imaginative, especially for the 
young and elderly. It is impossible for wheelchair users to enter some 
recreation grounds e.g. Ansley. 

• In the Memorial Park in Coleshill the accommodation on the Parkfield 
Road end is not really suitable for persons in wheelchairs. Access to 
the Pavilion end is either via the roadway and car park or along narrow 
footpath. For cricket lovers this is an annoyance. In green area by 
River Cole more seating is required. 

• The recreation ground in Ansley village needs developing. The parish 
council who are responsible for it lack imagination and are not 
prepared to develop it especially for older children to use. 

• No Park in Atherstone where you can sit in the summer. You have to 
travel to Kingsbury or Hartshill. Most open spaces are not suitable for 
disabled people. 

• Parks and open spaces are a great opportunity to promote care of the 
environment and areas to feed and watch animals and birds in a safe 
way. Imaginatively designed planting areas could be incorporated with 
this in mind using native species of both trees and wild plants 

• There is one small park in Meadow St,  Atherstone but it is not 
attractive to users as it is secluded and a place where anti-social 
behaviour occurs. Also unimaginatively planted. Good for disabilities 
but needs to be safer for all. 

• In Middleton we are on the threshold of opening a new open space in 
the centre of the village  

• We have one recreation ground in Hurley which is in very poor 
condition. 

 
Some Key Issues: 
 

• Improved maintenance 
• Improved access for people with disabilities and the less mobile. 
• More facilities for teenagers in parks 
• Need for higher quality parks in Atherstone 
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5.2.3.2 Playing Fields, Tennis Courts, Bowling Greens and other Outdoor 
Sports Facilities. 
 

• None in Ansley. 
• In the Coleshill area there is no public bowling green - a game that can 

be played by wheelchair users. As far as the football pitches in the 
Memorial Park are concerned there is no hard standing viewing area 
for wheelchair using supporters which give a good viewpoint 

• When Ansley Pit closed the tennis courts instead of being taken over 
by the council were allowed to become derelict and are now useless. 
This included a very nice small pavilion. Facilities that are available 
have been allowed to deteriorate. 

• Hurley Rec needs money spent on drainage, equipment and 
maintaining a level area for ball games. A good footpath link but easy 
access means motorcycles and horses churn the badly drained field up 
even more. There are no litter or dog mess bins and only one seat. 

• The tennis courts in Atherstone are badly sited next to housing estate 
and prone to vandalism. Would be better sited at cricket club where 
joint facilities could be used. 

• Might be enough in North Warwickshire overall but inaccessible to 
isolated villages including Middleton. Need more local facilities e.g. 
football pitch, bowling green, tennis courts. 

 
Some key Issues: 
 

• Improved maintenance 
• Need for more in the rural areas 
• Vandalism and the importance of location 

 
5.2.3.3 Outdoor Facilities for Children and Young People 
 

• Coleshill - There are 2 young children's play areas but little for older 
children. 

• There is sufficient for young children - little provision for older children. 
Location reasonable. Adventurous play is difficult and the equipment is 
regularly vandalised. 

• Facilities are not supervised and are therefore vandalised. There has 
been an ongoing venture to provide a skatepark in Coleshill but this 
has not yet commenced. 

• The Wood End recreation ground area is of sufficient size to 
accommodate all the needs of the community if it is planned correctly. 
We can maintain the full size football pitch, the junior pitch, a play area 
and a skate park area within the curtilage of the grounds, but good 
planning of the area is essential for this to happen. 

• Ansley - Nothing has been done. The parish council has been slow in 
seeking alternative sources of funding apart from the parish precept 
from the council tax. 
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• Better outdoor facilities should be made for young people other than at 
the schools. There is very little space. Every open space that becomes 
available is used to build on nowadays. 

• In Hurley one recreation ground has to provide for all ages - this it does 
badly though evenly for all ages by having no facilities. Some play 
equipment may soon be forthcoming though other areas perhaps at 
Dow Mill sports ground could be upgraded for more adventurous 
sporting areas away from people who wouldn't be affected so much by 
noise from youths. 

• There needs to be a skateboarding area. Children use supermarket car 
parks. Nowhere for adventurous play. 

 
Some key issues: 
 

• Problems with vandalism – need for supervision. 
• Limited space for competing demands e.g. Wood End 
• Little challenge for older children 
• Interest in wheeled sports – little provision currently 

 
5.2.3.4 Countryside and wildlife areas.  

 
• Kingsbury Water Park and Shustoke water park are both near - a 

bicycle ride or 2 minutes by car. 
• Enough, but transport is required. 
• A local farm secured funding to provide access to farmland for disabled 

persons etc. having walked the area it is entirely inappropriate for 
wheelchair users or persons with walking disabilities. Kingsbury Water 
Park is an enjoyable wildlife area but there is no public transport 
access. 

• You have to travel to places like Kingsbury or Hartshill from Atherstone 
i.e. add the cost of taxis for your days out if you are a wheelchair user. 
Having not been to other places I am unable to comment further 

• We are surrounded by open farmland with a good selection of 
footpaths which are well maintained. 

• Enough. But lack of equestrian access. Horse riding very popular in N 
Warks but very few routes of safe links between lanes 

• Enough  - by car. Kingsbury Water Park is wonderful, catering for 
walkers, cyclists, riders, sailors, water sports, bird watching, children's 
activities, canal boats, picnickers, miniature railway enthusiasts & café 
facilities. 

• There are good walks locally as Hurley is a rural village - near to 
Kingsbury Water Park. The Northern cycleway runs nearby but is very 
dangerous going through single track lanes with high hedges. 

 
Some key issues: 
 

• Generally positive responses in terms of countryside facilities 
• Need for improved transport to access. 
• Good footpath network but too few bridlepaths 
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5.2.3.5 Rural areas – village halls etc 
 

• In Coleshill there are 4 halls that could be used as sports/fitness 
activities. One indoor sports hall 

• Village halls can be under the control of the Church Parochial Council 
and this may hamper fuller use being made.  

• Hurley Community Association tries to help ensure people of all ages 
have some social and sporting life - though we do not have much for 
youngsters to do apart from junior football. Nothing for girls. Only a 
bowls club and walking group for the middle aged to elderly. 

• Problem of anti-social behaviour in villages and vandalism of play 
areas. 

• There are village halls but not many suitable for sports except indoor 
bowls. Hurley needs better facilities for young people and children. 

 
Some key issues: 
  

• Need for higher quality village halls and better management. 
• Provision for girls 
• Little in general for children and teenagers 

 
5.2.3.6 Sports and Recreation in sensitive areas. 
 

• Near the police station there is a large piece of land for noisy activities 
and the police could oversee (Coleshill) 

• A need for areas for people to participate in noisy activities (from 
football to power boat racing) provided adequate supervision is in place 
to regulate times/noise levels. If so there need not be a problem. 

• Should not be too many noisy activities. They disrupt the peace and 
tranquillity for many at the expense of a few. Should be restricted and 
monitored if allowed. Motorbikes, mopeds, quads, scramblers are 
causing noise nuisance on a regular basis in fields around the village of 
Hurley. They need some designated area far away from houses where 
their own parents can supervise them. 

• North Warwickshire has 2 areas where noisy motor sports are 
conducted (Alvecote and Coleshill). Close to motorway and therefore 
an ideal location. 

• Noise pollution can sometimes be a problem in small villages with only 
one meeting place which is adjacent to resident’s houses. 

 
Some key issues: 
 

• There are some areas for noisy activities already but more need to be 
provided; 

• Good planning is required in relation to location 
• Supervision 

 
5.2.3.7 Footpaths and Rights of Way. 
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• Plenty of footpaths.  
• Footpaths are reasonably well maintained. Most not suitable for 

disabled persons. Cycleways in Coleshill are non-existent (the by-pass 
is an example) The River Cole could be made more accessible for 
walkers etc in this area 

• Problem in Ansley because of obstructive behaviour of some farmers. 
Now being tackled by local footpaths group and the Warwickshire CC. 
Many footpaths have now been opened up. Parish and Borough 
councils have not been involved though. 

• Attractive footpaths but they can be a hazard to elderly people and 
people in wheelchairs 

• Council is doing a good job here. 
• Need more bridleways. Canal towpath is best local footpath and 

compensates for lack of usable park. Towpath is well maintained but 
footpaths not well signposted. 

• Footpaths are well signposted - good. 
• Improving but still needs attention 
• Enough attractive footpaths. Not enough cycleways or bridleways. 
• Have enough and they are quite well maintained. 

 
Some Key Issues: 
 

• Good footpaths network and generally well maintained 
• Need for more cyclepaths and bridleways 
• Access for the less able 

 
5.2.3.7 Indoor Provision 
 

• Enough sports halls - swimming pool would be good. There is plenty of 
land to site a pool near the police station. Nearest for Coleshill public is 
Solihull (10 miles) Chelmsley Wood (6 miles) not very nice. Or 
Atherstone (12 miles) 

• Probably not much for older people at centres. 
• Coleshill Leisure Centre is currently ideally situated. The rumoured 

move to Packington Lane would make this facility out of reach for 
many. The one facility lacking in Coleshill is a swimming pool. A 
journey to Chelmsley Wood or Atherstone is needed for nearest. 

• Sports hall is at Old Arley a few miles distant. Good that it is near 3 
rural villages but again it could be more pro-actively managed e.g. we 
get no publicity leaflets. Hall seems underused. 

• Free buses (or cheap) would help for youths and children to get to 
facilities in towns - need a late bus back at night. 

• Would be more cost-effective to sell off leisure centres and use the 
leisure budget to provide services for all residents - not just the few 
who use the centres and need football coaching. More young people 
ride horses than play team football - yet no facilities for them. 

• No - not easily accessible 
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• Present sports hall is central and easily accessible. Open daily - early 
til late. There is a move afoot to move it into the Coleshill School which 
is peripheral and which would have shared use. This must be resisted. 

• If you have a car it is easy to get to the sports halls. 
 
Some Key Issues: 
 

• For those living near existing facilities the response is positive; 
• Access to facilities is patchy across the Borough e.g. access to 

swimming pools from Coleshill area 
• Transport a limiting factor. 
• Concern with potential re-location of facility in Coleshill 
• Programming for older people 

 
5.2.3.8 Your own area 
 

• We have land and space to improve what we have in Coleshill but 
need more local activists. 

• For all outdoor facilities it is felt a warden/park-keeper is needed even if 
on a roving commission for the whole of the North Warks area. This 
would help to improve safety and vandalism concerns. 

• Litter in the hedgerows is very bad - should be more teams clearing up. 
• Graffiti, anti-social behaviour (motor bikes) poor signposting and 

planting. Lucky to have beautiful countryside around the town though 
access is difficult for people with disabilities or elderly 

• We have a village hall which can be used for bowls and exercise 
classes. Our recreation ground desperately needs drainage work but 
there is no money to do it. We need some facilities for teenagers who 
hang about the streets drinking. 

 
Some Key Points: 
 

• Vandalism and anti-social behaviour – Supervision needed 
• Access for people with disabilities 
• Maintenance of facilities 

 
 
5.2.3.9 Anything Else? 
 

• Hedges/verges need immediate attention. When grass is cut it is left in 
a dangerous way all over the place. Not enough dropped pavements 
and those that are already in situ are still too high. Car parking along 
the pavement leaves too little manoeuvrability for wheelchairs.  

• Coleshill Leisure Centre gym is on the 1st floor - access via 2 flights of 
stairs. This means disabled people are unable to gain access to 
equipment they could in fact use. 

• N Warks BC has been slow to catch up with the leisure revolution. Has 
spent large amounts on the swimming pool in Atherstone whilst 
neglecting other areas. This survey is a good point but the council does 
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not really have a leisure strategy. It should participate in Britain in 
Bloom - an obvious area for engaging local people in a very worthwhile 
leisure activity. 

• As a wheelchair user the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) requiring 
all public buildings accessible has not been enforced. Some have 
made an effort others have used listed status as an excuse.  

• Please don't waste money on expensive signage. Concentrate on 
keeping our areas litter free and prosecute the fly tippers. Maintenance 
to a high level of what we have got counts more in most people's 
minds. Give more money to people in grass cutting so they have time 
to do a decent job and encourage tree planting and areas for wildlife. 
Enable people to travel to towns for sports. 

• Atherstone - allotments need rationalisation and we support the 
conversion of an area south of Canal to a small country park/picnic 
area. Market square could be better used as a place to sit out in and 
have drink during summer, or to increase events there. It has excellent 
acoustics. Bank House Garden is pleasant and should be open at 
weekends. 

• Query use of weed killer in public places. 
 
The key issues in general based on the response for Groups and 
Organisations can be identified as:- 
 

• The uneven spread and quality of provision across the Borough 
• The maintenance of existing facilities and the public realm; 
• The shortage of play and sports provision in some areas; 
• The general lack of play and, in particular, youth provision; 
• Good footpath networks but signposting and maintenance issues need 

to be addressed – shortage of cyclepaths and bridleways 
• The safety and security of users; 
• Accessibility; 
• A strategic approach to planning to protect sensitive and open space 

areas and to ensure adequate provision. 
 
5.3 Consultation - Children and Young People 

 
As mentioned, the Council is currently preparing a Play Strategy for the 
Borough for which a significant element of additional consultation has been 
undertaken. This consultation is detailed within the draft Play Strategy 
document and supporting appendices, and is not considered further here, 
other than to point out that the additional consultation and engagement has 
been achieved through: 
 
5.3.1 Questionnaires 
 

• Questionnaire Surveys to children and young people 
• Survey of parents/carers 
• Survey of local play and youth organisations 
• Parish Council Survey 
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5.3.2 Focus Groups and direct contact 
 

• Children attending summer playschemes  
• Children with disabilities through the Summer Fun Day 
• Parish Councils Focus Group 
• Discussion with the voluntary sector “Take a Break” group (who 

organise schemes for children with disabilities). 
• Discussion with the Warwickshire Race Equality Partnership 

 
5.4 Town and Parish Councils 
 
5.4.1 Questionnaire Survey 
 
There are 30 Town and Parish Councils within North Warwickshire Borough 
and a questionnaire was sent to each. A detailed map was also provided for 
each Council showing the various types of open space already logged on to 
the GIS system for their area. The Town and Parish Councils were asked to 
check the validity of the map, annotate it with any amendments and return the 
amended copy. 
 
Twenty questionnaire responses were received and Town and Parish Council 
representatives were also invited to attend a consultation meeting, at the 
North Warwickshire Borough Council Offices, on the 6th September 2006. The 
findings of this meeting are provided below. 
 
Of the Councils who responded to the survey 60% considered that there is a 
need for additional or improved open space/sport and recreation facilities 
within their area. 
 
67% of the Councils who responded have a responsibility for maintaining 
open space, sports or recreational facilities. The main responsibilities were for 
recreation grounds, play areas, and sports pitches. 
 
Only Coleshill employ a member of staff to maintain their areas, the others 
use contractors. A majority (80%) consider maintenance costs to be 
reasonable. 
 
The Councils were asked to comment about the quantity and quality of a 
range of facilities and the following table highlights the issues of concern 
(marked with an x) for the different Councils (no x entered indicates no 
perceived problem for the parish). 
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Figure 5.17: Parish council questionnaire survey- quality and quantity 
issues 
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Arley 
 x   x x x X   x x  x 

Curdworth 
     x     x    

Nether Whitacre 
              

Corley 
              

Austrey 
              

Astley 
              

Ansley 
x   X     x x x    

Lea Marston 
              

Polesworth 
     x         

Hartshill 
x x X  x x x  x x x    

Baddesley Ensor 
 x X   x   x x x    

Atherstone 
x x X X x x  X x x x x  x 

Maxstoke 
              

Shustoke 
   X      x x    

Coleshill 
              

Baxterley 
        x    x  

Dordon 
x x X X x x x X x x x x x  

Great & Little 
Packington 

              

Kingsbury 
x              

Wishaw and Moxhull 
 x          x   

TOTAL 
5 6 4 3 5 7 3 3 5 6 8 5 2 2 
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As well as highlighting areas of specific concern to individual parish councils 
this suggests that Atherstone and Dordon perceive themselves lacking in 
virtually all aspects of sport, recreation and open space. Atherstone Town 
Council also highlighted the specific need for an artificial (synthetic) turf pitch. 
Many smaller parishes do not highlight specific concerns. 
 
The most common concerns for parishes generally are in relation to facilities 
for teenagers and children (details in this respect are contained within draft 
Play Strategy report and accompanying appendices) and in relation to sports, 
the lack/poor quality of outdoor sports pitches and changing facilities. 
 
When asked about specific provision needed in the Town/Parish the following 
suggestions were highlighted: 
 
Figure 5.18 Parish council questionnaire survey- specific provision 
required 
 

Parish 
New or improved facilities that would benefit the parish 

Arley A new village hall for all parishioners to use 

Curdworth New sports pavilion, youth shelter 

Corley Existing play area improvements (in hand) 

Austrey Skatepark 

Ansley 
Skatepark, Multi-ball park, swinging tyres at Ansley Village. Small but 
interesting equipment in Bretts Hall for youngsters. 

Polesworth Youth shelters 

Baddesley Ensor New Skate Park, Improved play area, basketball nets etc. 

Atherstone 
All weather sports area; skate park; green play area; picnic area; arts 
provision 

Coleshill MUGA 

Baxterley Walking areas/country park 

Dordon MUGA for all children 
 
 
The four most important issues in relation to areas of space taken from a 
provided list of statements were:- 
 

• Safety and security for the users; 
• Ease of access for all members of the community 
• Being clean and free from graffiti. 
• The provision of high quality and well maintained facilities; 
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Only Atherstone Town Council indicated that they received any finance 
through developer contribution arising from new housing development but 
commented that more could be gained with improved communication between 
the Town and Borough Councils. 
 
Finally the Councils were asked if they had any other comments or issues 
they wished to highlight: 
 
Figure 5.19 Parish council questionnaire survey- other issues 
 

Council 
Comment s and important issues 

Arley 
We desperately need to address the situation of no village hall. We need one for 
everyone. 

Curdworth Provision of help for parish councils generally. 

Austrey 
Many people would like more facilities to be available but in a village setting this is not 
always practical 

Astley Small parish with no facilities, but no specifically  identified needs re open space etc. 

Ansley 

Since the swings and other equipment were removed from Ansley Common a few 
years ago, nothing new has been put in, and we hope this will be possible to do soon. 
We are working with the Borough Council on this. 

Atherstone  Town Council needs more co-operation from Borough and County Councils. 

Shustoke Allotments at rear of sports field. 

Dordon Somewhere for teenagers to ride motorbikes safely 
 
5.4.2 Parish Councils Focus Group  
 
A consultation event for town and parish councils was held at the Borough 
Council offices on 6th September 2006. 
 
Representatives at the meeting were asked to provide an indication of the 
elements of open space, sport and recreation that they were responsible. 
From this it was evident that Town and Parish Councils are key players in the 
maintenance and delivery of significant elements of open space, sport and 
recreation provision across the Borough. Responsibilities included allotments, 
football pitches, parks and play areas. It was recognised that maintenance 
regimes are not consistent across the Borough with different standards being 
applied by the three tiers of local government involved. 
 
5.4.2.1 Key Issues raised 
 

• Make more use of S106 agreements for provision in Parishes 
• Need for provision for  “noisy” activities such as off road motor bikes  
• Need to provide for all age ranges, but  in particular for older people 

e.g. project at Fillongley 
• Transport – major issue as little public transport 
• Access for people with disabilities 
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• Make more use of skills of the early retired – provide training 
workshops re volunteering. 

• Some parts of the Borough have high numbers of people with health 
problems – high mortality rates and obesity. 

• Access to swimming pools difficult from some areas e.g. Coleshill. 
• Improve partnership working with Borough Council and County - BC 

should take lead responsibility for this. 
• Publicity and promotion of funding opportunities needed 
• More support for parish plans needed and make sure they carry the 

weight they deserve – identify BC officer who has responsibility for this 
and publicise this role with PCs 

• Be aware of “consultation fatigue” – PCs have a lot of consultation 
documents/surveys etc sent to them but don’t often seem to see results 
arising and benefits. This is why PCs don’t always respond. 

• Need BC officer who has a clear role to link with and support PCs in all 
aspects of their work. 

• Perhaps Rural Community Council could be funded by BC to provide 
PCs and give them more support? 

• Promote and publicise what is available in accessible and user friendly 
manner 

• Improve access to school facilities for community use. 
 

5.5 Schools 
 

The survey of schools was made primarily to establish open space, sport and 
recreation facilities on schools sites and hence to assist with the audit. 
Questionnaires were sent to all schools in the Borough and 16 responded (5 
secondary and 11 primaries). In relation to the assessment of local need 
some useful information was obtained regarding existing/potential community 
use of school facilities and the issues affecting schools in respect of both on 
and off-campus facilities. These findings are summarised below. 
 
5.5.1 Quality of Pitches 
 
Most schools reported having a school field used for football and other pitch 
sports (82%) and some kind of onsite school hall for indoor games (75%).  
 
The majority of schools (86%) reported that their pitch/pitches were 
“acceptable”, 14% said they were poor and none said they were “good”. In 
very broad terms this indicates little opportunity for greater community use of 
pitches on pitches that are poor or only “acceptable” unless the quality of 
those pitches is improved. 
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5.5.2 Schools use of sport and recreation facilities “off-site” 
 
Schools were asked whether they use any off-site facilities/sites for sports. 
87% confirmed that they did, with swimming being the most frequent activity 
needing an off-site facility. Specific facilities used were: 
 

• Atherstone Pool 
• Kingsbury Pool 
• Coleshill Leisure Centre 
• Archbishop Grimshaw Pool (Solihull Borough Council) 
• Newton Regis Tennis Club  
• Kingsbury Sports Hall  
• Rugby and tennis clubs in Coleshill 
• Atherstone Fitness centre 
• Pingles swimming pool and fitness centres (Nuneaton Borough 

Council) 
• Ansley Cricket Club 

 
These findings are not surprising as it would be the norm to expect the 
majority of schools to need to travel to access a swimming pool. No schools 
reported not being able to access a pool. 
 
5.5.3 Access to green space/nature reserve 
 
Schools were asked whether they had access to a green space/nature 
reserve close to the school that can be used for educational/environmental 
activities. 63% reported that they did, either on the school site or easily 
accessible. Off-site locations specifically used were: 

• Mancetter Recreation Ground  
• Hams Hall environmental studies centre 
• Kingsbury Water Park 

 
Just over a third of schools therefore do not have access to a convenient 
green space/nature reserve for educational/environmental activity. 
 
5.5.4 Community Use of School Facilities 
 
Schools were asked whether they have any kind of community/dual-use 
arrangements for any of their facilities, that is, a formal agreement/policy to 
ensure ongoing community use of facilities for the “foreseeable future”. 
 
Three of the five secondary school respondents told us they had such an 
agreement but only 2 of the 11 primary schools did. Only one of these (a 
primary school) was unable to confirm a commitment to maintain access for at 
least the following two years. The schools with a community use agreement or 
policy were: 
 

• Polesworth High School 
• Kingsbury High School 
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• The Coleshill High School 
• Curdworth Primary School 
• Atherstone Early Years Centre 

 
Hartshill and Queen Elizabeth High Schools, Racemeadow Primary and 
Arden Hill Infant School confirmed that they provided some community use of 
facilities, but without a formal community use agreement. 
 
It is not surprising that it is primarily secondary schools that have community 
use of their facilities as in general they have facilities that are more suitable 
for use by the wider community. In relation to community use of facilities it is 
positive to learn that 3 out of 5 secondary schools have formal community use 
agreements. However, greater access to school facilities can be extremely 
useful to meet community need, particularly in towns and villages with a lack 
of other available facilities. 
 
The facilities that are available vary with each school but include grass 
pitches, sports halls, school halls, gyms, and hard surface areas. 
 
5.5.5 Unmet demand for school facilities 
 
Schools were asked if they had any requests from outside groups/clubs that 
they could not accommodate. Only 3 schools said they had, but it is quite 
significant because in all 3 cases football was the sport where they cannot 
meet demand. Two of these related to secondary schools with dual-use 
arrangements (Polesworth and Kingsbury) and the other a primary (St 
Edwards RC Primary). This suggests a possible deficiency of pitches in some 
areas. 
 
5.5.6 Future developments - spare capacity for school facilities 
 
Schools were asked whether there would be times when they would be happy 
to make facilities available for additional community use. Six schools 
confirmed they did have spare capacity on some evenings, weekends and 
during school holidays for use of sports pitches, halls and classrooms.  
 
They were asked whether they would consider opening up their pitches or 
facilities for community use in the future. In addition to those currently 
providing community use both secondary schools and three additional primary 
schools indicated that they would. 
 
Finally, schools were asked whether there were any improvements to, or 
additional sporting facilities, required at the school. They were also asked to 
provide any details of plans in this respect. Their responses are shown below. 
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Figure 5.20: Schools – planned improvements 
  

School Potential Developments and comments 
Curdworth Primary 
 

Netball court too small and lines faded. Edge of court comes right up to 
fence so posts don't fit properly 

St Edwards RC Primary 
 

Grass area is unsafe due to moles and rabbit holes. It is very uneven - no 
money in budget to solve the problem 

Newton Regis Primary 
 

Pitch marking, bigger hard surface for netball, tennis etc 

Birchwood Primary 
 

Larger playground/cage area for football. Playgrounds - developing 
shelters. 

Racemeadow Primary New goalposts - need funding. 
Oakfield Primary Levelling and evening of school field 
Polesworth High School 
 

All weather outdoor surface - in discussion with FA. Changing facilities. 
Resurface tennis courts. Resurface gym hall - high usage. 

Kingsbury School 
 

Improvements to tennis courts and artificial cricket wicket. Additional 
basketball backboards/rings to be added to gym. A separate changing 
rooms/toilet block needs to be provided. An all weather floodlit astro is 
needed - there is no such facility in the area. 

Queen Elizabeth School Floodlit artificial turf pitch 
The Coleshill School 
 

Modern sports hall capable of accommodating volleyball/badminton - 
4xbadminton court size main hall - current indoor facilities date from 1956. 

Hartshill Secondary School Old tennis court needs resurfacing 
 
5.6 Sports Consultations 
 
This section contains findings from 2 surveys (pitch and non-pitch sports) and 
issues raised at a Sport Clubs Focus Group. 
 
5.6.1 Survey of Pitch Sport Clubs (Football, Cricket, Hockey and Rugby) 
 
A general analysis of need for outdoor pitches (football in particular) has been 
conducted using a method endorsed by Sport England, and this is 
summarised later in this section.  
 
Survey forms were sent out to 49 clubs within the Borough. Responses were 
received from 9 Football Clubs, 2 Rugby Clubs, 1 Hockey club and 2 Cricket 
Clubs. Much of the survey was aimed at gaining club specific information in 
relation to the playing pitch study. The following paragraphs summarise some 
of the general themes and issues that the survey revealed. 
 
5.6.2 Quality of Facilities and value for money 
 

• Pitch Quality and changing facilities - Only 5 of the clubs said that the 
quality of their main pitch was good but 7 agreed that it was 
“acceptable”. 

• Changing facilities – 5 of the clubs said their facilities were good but 
only one football club said this. Most football clubs did not have 
changing facilities provided. 

• Only one club thought that value for money was poor in relation to the 
use of their pitch. 
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5.6.3 Enough pitches? 
 

• 50% of clubs said that a lack of pitches or pitch quality made it difficult 
to meet demand or prevented the clubs from expanding its activities. 

• 71% of clubs said that they wish to run more teams. Of these clubs the 
main reasons given that are preventing this are: 

o Absolute shortage of pitches (50%) 
o Shortage of Good quality pitches (50%) 
o Lack of external funding (36%) 
o Shortage of personnel to run teams/administer the club (36%) 

 
5.6.4 Sports Development and Future Plans 
 

• Only 2 clubs (both cricket) said that they had any links to sports 
development initiatives run by the Borough Council or local sports 
governing body. These two clubs both had links to Warwickshire 
County Cricket Club. 

• 5 clubs had or were in the process of gaining a quality standard for 
their club from their relevant governing body. 

• In terms of planning for the future 86% of clubs planned to increase 
their membership and 57% hoped to expand the range of facilities 
provided 

 
5.6.5 Other Issues and comments  
 

• Problem with people driving quad bikes and motor bikes over the pitch 
and turning up the grass.  

• The Council's attitude has improved no end in the last year or so which 
is promising! 

• All grounds should be fenced off preventing misuse i.e. motorcycles, 
abandoned cars, dog fouling etc 

• Daw Mill (the former Daw Mill Playing Field) has unexploited potential 
and has more to offer for local clubs in the area.  

• Line markings need to be done more regularly. 
• I think it was wrong to remove the changing rooms from Kitwood 

Avenue. 
• Main concern is quad bikes riding round the pitch when games are 

being played. 
• On many occasions I have had to pick up dog fouling before the 

referee will start the game. 
• As part of Atherstone Cricket Club we are looking to increase land and 

facilities to include extra cricket, rugby, football and possibly hockey 
pitch and improve/expand changing/social facilities. 

• Atherstone Cricket Club cannot gain access to a cricket pitch on 
Saturdays, and this is problematic. (See also above bullet comment, as 
the two are linked). 

• Ansley Cricket Club - Should our current 1st 11 be promoted we will be 
in the premier division of the Warwickshire league. League rules state 
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that we should have a bar facility. This is an improvement we would 
like help with! 

• Wood End Tigers Junior FC - Pitch maintenance needs to be 
improved, also we understand that the Borough council has plans to 
remove the only junior pitch we have leaving us with nowhere to play.  

• No local indoor training facilities available for our older full sided teams. 
• Clear up dog mess, more barriers to stop cars, motor bikes etc entering 

premises better shower facilities and cleaner in general. 
• Biggest problem is lack of pitches, facilities e.g. changing, and more 

importantly a total lack of all weather training facilities and outside 
lighting especially in autumn and winter.  

 
As part of the study, a database has been compiled recording numbers of 
identified teams for each of the different pitch sports, and by age group. The 
sources of information used in the compilation of this database were manifold, 
but included: 
 

• Responses to the club questionnaire survey 
• Online governing body club databases 
• Online local league websites 
• Individual club websites 

 
In overall terms the following numbers of teams have been identified for the 
four key pitch sports (combining all age groups from 10 years of age 
upwards): 
 

• Football: 93 teams 
• Cricket: 77 teams 
• Rugby: 20 teams 
• Hockey: 4 teams 

 
These figures exclude mini soccer teams (under 10s), as well as those teams 
representing other sports that are composed of players under 10 years of age. 
Hockey is represented within the Borough by Atherstone Adders, who are 
based at the Atherstone Sports Club, but for lack of a local STP have to play 
their competitive games outside the Borough. 
 
This represents a healthy pro rata level of participation when compared with 
other local authorities for which there is broadly comparable information. This 
is especially the case for cricket, which almost challenges football in terms of 
the number of teams that are fielded on a regular basis. 
 
If an allowance is made for ‘substitutes’ then it might be reasonable to 
assume that there are around 3000 active pitch sports players based within 
the Borough over the age of 10 or more years. Based on numbers of the 
known under-10 year old teams (and making allowance for ‘small-sided’ 
teams), it is also reasonable to assume around 200 to 300 additional players 
within this age range. 
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The total of regular pitch sport players within the Borough therefore amounts 
to probably between 5% and 6% of the population. It is perhaps worth 
comparing this with the numbers of regular individual users of the Councils 
four key leisure complexes at Atherstone, Polesworth, Coleshill and Arley. 
The Council operates a leisure discount card scheme covering the four 
centres. If it is assumed that most regular individual users of these centres 
would see the sense of buying a discount card then there is likely to be a high 
level of correlation between cards sold and regular individual users. Figures 
from a Borough Council committee report suggest that  around 4100 cards 
were sold in 2004/5.  
 
Of course, direct comparison between the use of the Council leisure centres 
and use of the Borough’s pitches is impossible. For example, leisure card 
sales may not reflect the numbers of users within group bookings (for clubs 
etc). However, even the very coarse comparison does indicate the importance 
of pitch sport clubs in offering regular participative opportunities in local sport.3 
 
5.6.6 Review of the peak time supply of and demand for pitch sports 
 
The consultation exercise has indicated a widespread view amongst groups 
and organisations that there is a shortage of pitches in some areas to meet 
the needs of football in particular. 
 
To inform further consideration of this issue an assessment of the peak time 
supply of and demand for football pitches was undertaken in the Borough. 
This was based on a method endorsed by Sport England and essentially 
compares the peak time relationship between the number of teams and the 
number of available pitches of an appropriate size. There will always be at 
least as many pitches to meet the needs of ‘existing’ competing teams. 
However, playing pitch assessments of this kind can (when combined with 
‘qualitative’ information obtained from both users and providers of pitches) 
help to indicate whether: 
 

a) There is any mismatch between pitch size and the age 
range of teams using them. 

b)  There is any ‘frustrated’ demand resulting from clubs 
not being able to form additional teams due to lack of 
pitches. 

c) Geographically, whether there are any potential ‘pinch 
point’ areas in terms of the availability of pitches relative 
to need. 

d) There are any issues relating to the quality of pitches 
and ancillary accommodation in certain areas. 

 

                                                
3 Of course, this type of comparison need not be limited to indoor and outdoor sports 
provision. It might, for example, also be extended to informal outdoor recreation and the use 
of open spaces for these purposes. If the results of the Citizens’ Panel survey are anything to 
go by, informal recreation activity (and use of open spaces for this purpose) is likely to dwarf 
participation in local sport. These sorts of comparisons could have profound implications for 
the investment of public money in leisure and open space. 
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The numbers of pitches counted as being available for community use 
followed Sport England guidance, which in essence suggests that pitches 
should be included only when they are available for ‘community’ teams to use 
at times of peak demand and on an ‘assured’ basis. 
 
The following table is a summary of the general calculations for defined sub 
areas explained in Section 2 of this report. 
 
Figure 5.21: Football pitch supply and demand (quantitative) 
assessment for defined sub areas. 
 
    North South East West 
Stage 1: numbers of teams Sen 16 6 19 12 

    Jun 11 1 23 5 

    Mini 6 0 8 5 
Stage 2: home games per week 
(0.5 denotes the fact that teams 
tend to play ‘away’ every other 
game). 

Sen 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 

    Jun 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 
    Mini 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 
Stage 3: Home games per week Sen 8 3 9.5 6 

    Jun 10.5 0.5 11.5 2.5 

    Mini 3 0 4 2.5 
Sen 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Jun 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Stage 4: Time of 
demand 

Sat Am 

Mini 100% 0% 100% 100% 
Sen 13% 66% 37% 0% 

Jun 0% 0% 0% 0% 

  Sat PM 

Mini 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Sen 87% 34% 63% 100% 
Jun 0% 0% 0% 0% 

  Sun AM 

Mini 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Sen 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Jun 100% 100% 96% 100% 

  Sun PM 

Mini 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Sen 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Jun 0% 0% 4% 0% 

  Mid 

Mini 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Sen 0 0 0 0 

Jun 0 0 0 0 

Stage 5: Pitches need 
each day 

Sat Am 

Mini 3 0  4 2.5 
Sen 1 2 3.5 0 

Jun 0 0 0 0 

  Sat PM 

Mini 0 0 0 0 

  Sun AM Sen 7 1 6 6 
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    North South East West 
Jun 0 0 0 0 

Mini 0 0 0 0 
Sen 0 0 0 0 
Jun 10.5 0.5 11 2.5 

  Sun PM 

Mini 0 0 0 0 
Sen 0 0 0 0 

Jun 0 0 1 0 

  Mid 

Mini 0 0 0 0 
Stage 6: Pitches available Sen 9 6 14 7 

    Jun 3 1 3 2 
    Mini 0 0 0 0 

Sen NA NA NA NA 

Jun NA NA NA NA 

Stage 7 (S6 – S5): 
Surplus/Shortfall 

Sat Am 

Mini -3  NA  -4  -2.5 
Sen 8 4 10.5 NA 
Jun NA NA NA NA 

  Sat PM 

Mini NA NA NA NA 
Sen  2 5 8  1 
Jun NA NA NA NA 

  Sun AM 

Mini NA NA NA NA 
Sen NA NA NA NA 

Jun -7.5 0.5 -8 -0.5  
  Sun PM 

Mini NA NA NA NA 

Sen NA NA NA NA 
Jun NA NA 2 NA 

  Mid 

Mini NA NA NA NA 

 
The above figures indicate an issue with the supply of ‘junior size’ pitches 
within the Borough. Once moving beyond the age of mini soccer junior and 
youth teams can technically play on full size adult pitches, which in fact largely 
the case within the Borough (and elsewhere). However, this is less than ideal. 
To overcome this problem some thought might be given to considering (in 
conjunction with local leagues) the possibility of developing selected sites for 
use primarily by junior teams.  
 
It is also apparent that most mini soccer shares its playing surface with adult 
teams, although the small size of mini soccer grids and the potential for 
temporary pitch markings probably make this more acceptable than for 
junior/youth football.  
 
Aside from the above comments the supply of adult size pitches relative to 
peak time demand does appear to be finely balanced in the North and West 
sub areas in particular. This situation would be problematic if: 
 

• Individual pitches were to be lost (temporarily or permanently); or, 
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• There were to be a sudden increase in demand for pitches, for 
whatever reason. Sudden upsurges in participation can (for example) 
be associated with international success. On the other hand the 
consultation has indicated the view of several clubs that they would like 
to field more teams but are frustrated by insufficient numbers of 
pitches. 

 
The above comments must be taken in conjunction with those arising from the 
various consultations that indicate a concern with the supply of pitches in 
some areas, and issues with the quality of playing surfaces and ancillary 
accommodation in some cases. In particular, the following comments are very 
important. 
 
5.6.7 Sports Clubs Focus Group 
 
A sports clubs focus group was held at the Memorial Hall in Atherstone on 
Wed 6th September 2006. This focus group aimed to gain views from local 
people and organisations with a particular interest in the sports aspects of the 
study and its place within the forthcoming Green Space Strategy.  In practice 
the group was attended only by representatives of pitch sports clubs. 
Therefore, whilst many of the comments made have wider relevance, others 
were focused primarily on issues relating to pitch sports. 
 
The group identified various strengths and weakness of current provision in 
North Warwickshire re sports provision as well as suggesting some priorities 
and opportunities for the future. 
 
5.6.7.1 Strengths 
 

• Broad spectrum of sports played across the Borough 
• Volunteer commitment and contribution 
• Junior sections in many sports has seen significant growth over recent 

years 
• Training for coaches and hence number of coaches has increased over 

recent years in many sports 
• Cricket – facilities that do exist are in general quite good 
• Clubs provide constructive recreation opportunities for children and 

young people 
 
5.6.7.2 Weaknesses/Room for improvement 
 

• Poor sports development support to Clubs from North Warks BC – has 
declined over recent years due to lack of resources. 

• Potential for voluntary sector to provide more sports development 
services if funds were available. 

• General lack of facilities (outdoor) across Borough e.g. football and 
cricket 
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• No all weather pitch in Borough – clear need and demand though – 
hockey and football need to travel unreasonable distances outside 
Borough to access STP 

• Cricket teams also have to travel too far out of Borough to access 
training facilities 

• Council pitches for football are generally poor – e.g. drainage problems 
– need for prioritised programme to improve 

• Need for better provision for people with disabilities e.g. Ansley 
• No public access running track/athletics centre in Borough 
• Apply to Football Foundation for strategic programme of pitch 

improvements 
• Improve communication between NWBC and clubs 
• Water Orton CC – needs additional land to expand 
• Ansley CC need planning approval for store and additional land to 

expand 
• Ridge Lane football facilities need improved changing facilities 
• Threat to long-term survival of club infrastructure due to lack of support 

and few volunteers coming forward to take on key roles 
 
5.6.7.3 Some Opportunities and Priorities for the future 
 

• Strengthen NWBC sports development and support for coaching 
• Fund voluntary sector to provide more sports development 
• Be realistic about budgeting (revenue also) 
• Need for provision and improvement to changing rooms and pavilions 
• Need for political support from Borough Council members re sport 
• Provide STP in Borough 
• Develop  Multi-Sports “Hub” at Athersone Cricket Club 
• Extend community use of school sports facilities 

 
 
5.6.8 Participation levels in pitch sports 
 
Expressed as a ratio of teams covering the age ranges of 10 years +, the 
number of teams per head of population for the key sports is estimated to be 
as follows: 
 
Football  c.93 teams/62k = 1 team per 667 people 
Cricket  c.77 teams/62k =  1 team per 805 people  
Rugby   c.20 teams/62k  =  1 team per 3,100 people  
Hockey  c.4 teams/62k = 1 team per 15,500 people    
 
These figures are important as they can be used as a basis for predicting 
additional demand arising out of future population change. It is possible from 
the data underpinning the study of pitch sports to break these participation 
levels down further to reflect those for different age groups. However, for the 
purpose of this study, and the need to generate robust but simple to 
understand standards of provision it is best not to complicate matters, through 
introducing unnecessary refinement. 
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5.6.9 Non-pitch Sports - Survey of Sports Clubs 
 
Ten sports clubs responded to the non- pitch sports club specific survey. This 
represented a wide range of sports, that is, rounders, table tennis, karate, 
swimming, bowls, canoeing, bowls, tennis, darts, and archery. 80% of the 
clubs are affiliated to relevant sports governing bodies. 
 
The combined membership of the clubs comes to 609 (382 male and 227 
female) and the age breakdown is illustrated below: 
 
Figure 5.22 

Sports Clubs - age profile (male)

36%

15%
22%

20%

7%

Under 17

17-24

25-40

41-64

65+

 
 
Figure 5.23 
 

Sports Clubs age profile - female

49%

17%

15%

16%
3%

Under 17

17-24

25-40

41-64

65+

 
 
This shows a healthy involvement of under 17s in the non-pitch sports clubs 
membership, particularly in relation to swimming clubs. Seven clubs have 
junior section and 3 don’t and 6 have links with local schools and another 2 
would be willing to forge them. 
 
In terms of the facilities used most are considered to be satisfactory across a 
range of aspects with changing and shower facilities being the least highly 
rated. The following table provides a breakdown of the responses received 
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Figure 5.24 How would you rate the following aspects of the main 
facility/venue used by your club?  
 
  Very 

good 
 
Good 

 
Adequa
te 

 
Poor 

Very 
Poor  

Don’t 
know/  
N/A 

Value for money 3 1 6 0 0 0 
Ease of 
booking/hiring 

2 3 2 0 0 3 

General quality of 
sporting facility 

3 2 4 1 0 0 

Changing and 
shower facilities 

0 3 1 3 1 2 

Ease of getting to 
the facility  

3 4 3 0 0 0 

Facilities for the 
disabled 

0 3 2 2 2 1 

Equipment and 
Storage 

1 0 7 1 1 0 

Lighting 2 2 3 2 1 0 
Car Parking 1 2 4 2 1 0 
General 
Environment 

2 4 3 1 0 0 

 
60% of the clubs would like to expand their activities by, for example: 
 

• Running more teams (particularly junior ones) and joining other 
leagues  

• Running more training and coaching sessions  
• Enlarging club premises 
• Increasing membership 

The three main factors preventing the clubs expanding their activities were: 
 

• Shortage of good indoor facilities 
• Shortage of suitable training facilities 
• Cost of hiring/using facilities 

 
Some Key issues:- 
 

• Retention of participation levels from the under 17’s into the next age 
range; 

• The uneven spread of facilities across the Borough; 
• The quality of facility provision and maintenance; 

 
5.7  Other focus groups  
 
In addition to the focus groups and activity based consultations covered in the 
above sections other groups were convened: 
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• A Countryside/conservation group 
• A Borough Council members group 

 
The results of these findings are summarised below: 
 
5.7.1 Countryside/Environment Group 
 
This was held at the Borough Council Offices on 7th September 2006 and the 
group identified a number of strengths and weaknesses in relation to 
Countryside and Environment issues. 
 
5.7.1.1 Strengths 
 

• Some local voluntary groups can make good links between various 
agencies and enable partnership working e.g. Coleshill. 

• Strong support from the Borough Council in some aspects e.g. 
Allotments. 

• Good range of provision across the Borough 
• Work of organisations such as Coleshill in Bloom can have an impact 

of “mood elevation” in their local town/village. 
• Many villages have a strong interest in protecting and promoting the 

environment e.g. Water Orton 
• Strong sense of Community in many areas 
• Where local organisations are successful in environmental projects 

“success breeds success” and an upwards spiral can begin. 
• Country Parks and their links to local settlements including urban. 
• Footpaths network is extensive. 
• Parish Paths Partnership scheme is active in some parishes 
• Countryside in general is an asset. 
• Walks leaflets produced by North Warks BC 
• Heart of England Walk good and Arden Trail soon to be developed 

(Heritage trail with 500k external funding) 
• Eco-schools scheme (County Council awards for eco projects) 
• The general high amounts of accessible open space 

 
5.7.1.2 Weaknesses/room for improvement 
 

• Response to vandalism and asb e.g. Ansley Common 
• Poor response and communication from the police e.g. community 

support worker who travels by bus (slow response!). 
• Need for improved security measures 
• Need to lobby for legislation at national level – e.g. to ensure greater 

responsibility/liability of parents. 
• Improved fencing e.g. allotments 
• Need to engage more with children and young people – involve them 

constructively 
• Work with children at a young age – teenage intervention sometimes 

too late! 
• More parental participation with the police 
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• CCTV can help – but only if actively monitored! 
• Provide MUGAs and youth shelters 
• To reduce young person asb in problem areas consider all ideas e.g. 

mosquito buzz – audible and annoying to young people but not adults! 
Classical Music outside shops (young people don’t like it!). 

• Improve sharing of information/publicity between agencies/groups/ 
councils 

• Why not Borough entry for Britain in Bloom? 
• Promotion of opportunities re funding etc – e.g. use North Talk 
• Some footpaths obstructed/blocked deliberately 
• Make groups more aware of support from council e.g. Community 

Development Team 
• Support need re application forms for external funding 
• Imbalance between funding to leisure centres/pools and green space – 

too little for green space 
• Dog fouling – provide bins and improve other measures e.g. more dog 

wardens, signage, publicise any prosecutions 
• Problems with litter and fly-tipping 
• Need more funds for maintenance – particularly need to be thought 

through for new or refurbished facilities 
• Highlight issues re climate change – publicise how local action can 

help – demonstrate good practice at council level. 
 
5.7.2 Council Members Group 
 
An informal members’ group meeting was held with a range of councillors 
from across the Borough with an interest in sport, recreation and open space 
issues. The main issues raised are summarised below. 
 
5.7.2.1 Strengths 
 

• Access to wide network of footpaths and walks, including canal 
towpaths 

• Sports centres and swimming pools are well used and good value for 
money. 

• The Call4Sport scheme 
• Geographical distribution of leisure centres and pools across the 

Borough is reasonable 
• Recent improvements in Children’s Play areas and improved 

consultation 
• Good consultation with children and young people re these 

improvements 
• Clubs and voluntary sector is quite strong re sports and recreation – 

strong community spirit and self-help ethos e.g. Newton Regis. 
• Good network of local schools – potential for development as 

community facilities 
• Good network of open spaces generally – potential for improvement 
• Existing informal car sharing takes place in some areas re transport to 

facilities – potential for development? 
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• Kingsbury Water Park and other water based facilities e.g. Canals 
• Proximity to Countryside 
• Good free opportunities e.g. play areas and Call4Sport 
• Good open space amenity spaces on some council estates 
• Landswop opportunities 
• External funding experience/partnership 
 

5.7.7.2 Weaknesses/room for improvement 
 

• Poor condition of parks and open spaces in general - Vandalism 
• Shortage of all weather pitch 
• Transport – issues re access to facilities from rural areas 
• Shortage of teenage provision 
• Location of some play provision is poor e.g. no “natural surveillance” 
• Some sport centres in need of refurbishment 
• Football pitches are generally in poor condition 
• Arts provision (facilities) generally poor/shortage 
• Potential to use village halls more for arts 
• Poor condition of some village halls 
• Need for wider range of provision – suitable for diverse interests – not 

just football! 
• Need to secure greater community use of schools - issues with 

extended schools. Management of dual-use facilities 
• Facilities need sufficient demand to generate revenue need for 

sustainability – not always easy in rural area. 
• More co-ordination needed between district/county/parish/community 

and voluntary sector. Private sector also 
• Poor/lack of changing rooms for pitches 
• Some areas not served by cricket clubs 
• Need to encourage more volunteers 
• Difficult to access external funding (for both councils and voluntary 

sector) 
• Geographical division within the Borough with no single focus for 

facilities 
• Public footpaths not always kept clear – sometimes deliberately 

obstructed 
• Access to youth service in some areas is poor 
• Funding and finance - Per capita grant deficit (relative to urban local 

authorities). Bias against funding in rural area 
• Provision for older people  
• Cyclepaths and bridleways – too few 
• Damaging roadside verges by parking (on some housing estates) 
• Exploit value of smaller spaces/pocket parks 
• Consultation could be better 
• NIMBYISM re location of facilities e.g. play and youth 
• Need for more parks in some areas e.g. Atherstone 
• Raising expectations but not able to deliver because of lack of 

resources 
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5.8 Concluding Remarks 
 
The consultation has highlighted a very wide range of interesting points and 
issues of value both to this study as well as the future Play and Green Space 
Strategies. However, in terms of this particular study, the following general 
points are felt to be important: 
 

• The local appreciation of countryside and environmental recreation 
facilities. 

• The local importance attached to provision of parks and gardens. 
• The value attached to informal and natural green space for a variety of 

reasons. 
• The relative popularity (usage) of various forms of informal open space 

in comparison with formal sports facilities. The latter tend to be used by 
a smaller percentage of the population on a regular basis. 

• An appreciation of the value of good levels of maintenance for open 
spaces in particular, particularly in relation to cleanliness, graffiti, dog 
fouling etc. 

• The importance placed by local people on measures to improve safety 
and security (including a need for more supervision via wardens). 

• The need when planning for all types of recreation opportunity to take 
into account people’s preparedness to travel, and requirement for 
different types of space. For children and young people this means 
easy access by foot/cycle. 

• The problems of accessing facilities and opportunities from rural areas 
• Problems faced in accessing facilities and opportunities for people with 

disabilities and limited mobility. 
 
Other important factors that have been highlighted consistently through the 
consultation exercise include: 
 

• The need for improved provision for children and young people, in 
particular for the older age range.  

• The appreciation of the quality of indoor leisure centres. 
• The strong demand for an artificial turf pitch within the Borough 
• Dissatisfaction with the quantity and quality of sports pitches and 

ancillary facilities (in particular for football). 
• The uneven spread of facilities across the Borough. 
• The need to improve communication and co-ordination between the 

various “layers” of local government in relation to the provision and 
management of facilities. 

• The widespread appreciation of the good network of footpaths and 
open space in most areas but maintenance not always adequate.  

• The shortage of bridleways and cyclepaths 
• The need for accessibility in both physical and cost terms. 
• The need for improved “joined up” publicity and promotion.  
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6. STANDARDS  
 
6.1 General: justification for standards 
 
Standards of provision should be informed by both the assessment of the 
current quantity, quality, and accessibility of existing open space and 
recreation provision; and, the established needs and aspirations of the 
community. Standards are one of the major end products of the study.  
 
Broadly speaking, PPG17 suggests that standards should have three basic 
components covering: quantity (per capita); quality; and, accessibility.  
 
Standards should also reflect the importance attached to different kinds of 
open space by the community through the consultation exercise, and if they 
are adopted for use the types of open space they cover should be reflected in 
the revised development plan in terms of the way in which open spaces are 
treated and designated on the proposals map. 
 
The consultation described in the previous section and the concluding points 
have implications for the development of local standards considered in this 
section: 
 

• Quantity:  The community values local spaces, and this appreciation 
extends to types of space and recreation opportunity not explicitly 
recognised by the current (interim) local plan standards. In particular, 
the importance of accessible natural green space, recreation corridors, 
and provision for teenagers. These and others should be better 
embraced in new standards. 

 
• Quality:  Clean, safe, and high quality maintenance of spaces are seen 

as very important along within an appropriate range of facilities and 
opportunities. These considerations need to be reflected in the 
provision of a diversity of spaces maintained to a high standard. 

 
• Accessibility:  This needs to reflect the needs of potential user. 

Spaces likely to be used on a very frequent and regular basis need to 
be within easy walking distance and safe to access. Other larger 
facilities where visits are longer but perhaps less frequent can be 
further away. 

 
6.1.1 Existing local plan standards 
 
These comments in relation to the existing (interim) Local Plan standards can 
be summarised as in the following table. 
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Figure 6.1 
  Comments in relation to existing local plan 

standards 
OS type General 

comment 
Quantity Quality Access 

Parks and 
gardens 

Consultation 
shows these to 
be valued. 

Not provided for 
in standard 

Not provided for 
in standard 

Not provided for 
in standard 

     
Accessible 
Natural Green 
Space 

Consultation 
shows these to 
be valued. 

Not provided for 
in standard 

Not provided for 
in standard 

Not provided for 
in standard 

     
Informal 
Green Space 

Consultation 
shows these to 
be valued. 

Not provided for 
in standard 

Not provided for 
in standard 

Not provided for 
in standard 

     
Children and 
young 
people’s 
equipped 
space 

Although use is 
confined to a 
section of the 
community, the 
consultation 
does suggest a 
strong desire for 
good local 
facilities, within 
easy walking 
distance 

Provided for in 
current 
standard, 
although needs 
of teenagers 
generally 
overlooked. 

Provided for in 
current 
standard, 
although needs 
of teenagers 
generally 
overlooked. 

Provided for in 
current 
standard, 
although needs 
of teenagers 
generally 
overlooked. 

     
Allotments Use generally 

confined to a 
small section of 
the community, 
but used 
regularly by 
those people 

Not provided for 
in standard 

Not provided for 
in standard 

Not provided for 
in standard 

     
Outdoor 
Sports Space 

Only used (for 
sport) by a 
section of the 
community, but 
used regularly 
by those people 
that do play 
sport. 

Outdoor sports 
space provided 
for in standard 

Not provided for 
in standard 

Not provided for 
in standard 

 
The adopted Local Plan standards are based on the NPFA’s Six Acre 
Standard, summarised shortly. They focus very much on provision space for 
outdoor sport and equipped children’s play, and overlook other needs that 
have been articulated through the community consultation. 
 
It is therefore considered that the existing Local Plan standards covering open 
space, sport and recreation are deficient in several respects in terms of 
reflecting community aspirations with regard to the provision of open space, 
sport and recreational facilities: 
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• They don’t reflect the range of facilities that the local community suggests 
it would like to see, either in terms of open space or built facilities. 

 
• They are considered to be deficient in terms of providing guidance on the 

required quality of provision. 
 
• They are also considered to be deficient in terms of the guidance they 

provide concerning access to open space, sports and recreation facilities.   
 
However, this study (through the consultation) has demonstrated local 
people’s preparedness to travel a reasonable time/distance to use certain 
facilities, and that facilities do not necessarily need to be on the ‘immediate 
doorstep’. Thus, whilst it is important for facilities to be accessible to the 
intended user there is probably more flexibility on where provision can be 
made to meet the needs of new development than the above guidance 
implies. 
 
Although new development should provide appropriate amenity space, play 
areas and other very necessary local provision, it may not be unreasonable 
for contributions to be made to the improvement and/or enlargement of parks, 
leisure centres, and other sports facilities that already exist within convenient 
walking distance, subject to there be demonstrably safe access.  
 
The following standards are based on the results of local consultation, but are 
also informed by pragmatic considerations, and are intended to be 
achievable. The standards proposed are for minimum levels of provision, and 
they are being provided as much to guide planning developer contributions 
from new development in respect of important community facilities. Therefore, 
just because geographical areas may enjoy levels of provision exceeding 
minimum standards does not mean there is surplus provision, as all such 
provision may be well used. In addition, the standards (as they relate to 
various forms of open space) reflect only the importance of such areas for 
given recreation activities. Open spaces may have intrinsic value for other 
reasons, including visual and ecological. The recreational utility of open space 
must therefore be viewed in the round and in the context of broader 
environmental and planning considerations, beyond the scope of this report. 
 
The proposed standards can be used in time to replace the existing interim 
Local Plan standard. The existing standard is derived from the National 
Playing Fields Association Six Acre Standard, which focuses on providing for 
the needs of outdoor sport and children’s play. Although providing for these 
two needs is hugely important within the Borough, the current standard does 
not recognise explicitly the value ascribed to and use of other forms of open 
space by residents including parks, recreation routes, and natural and 
informal spaces. 
 
A single (Borough wide) minimum standard for each type of open space is 
proposed, to reflect a principle of equity. However, it is recognised that the 
standards will have to be applied and interpreted in a flexible way to take into 
account varying local circumstances. The Borough Council will need to 
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prepare Supplementary Planning Documentation with regard to the last point 
as explanation to both residents and developers. This section nevertheless 
provides ‘scenarios’ to show how they might be interpreted and applied in 
different development locations within the Borough with contrasting 
opportunities and constraints. 
 
In particular, there may be a need to interpret the standards flexibly in relation 
to areas of high density redevelopment, where the land may simply not be 
available to satisfy the quantitative components of the standards. 
Nevertheless, such development will generate its own demands and 
developer contributions might often instead be used to provide and/or improve 
accessible off-site facilities; or else help to create imaginative and innovative 
on site solutions.  
 
6.1.2 Accessibility 
 
At the outset this report has emphasised that different kinds of open space 
and recreation facility serve varying needs, and that depending on the nature 
of the opportunity people may be willing to travel to a lesser or greater degree 
to take advantage. This principle must (and has) been reflected in the 
accessibility component of the standards suggested here. Being clear on 
these access catchments will provide greater clarity in terms of (for example) 
establishing whether new residential development can be served best through 
new or improved ‘off site’ open space and recreation provision rather than 
entirely new ‘on site’ provision. 
 
The ‘walktime’ catchment areas specified in each case are based on 
assumptions about realistic speeds at which people (often children) can travel 
through a ‘normal’ urban environment. However, when applying these 
catchments specific local circumstances will need to be taken into account 
impacting upon ease of travel including crossing major roads, rivers, train 
lines etc.   
 
6.1.3 Supplementary Planning Documents 
 
As mentioned, the standards will need to be supplemented by additional 
guidance to assist in the interpretation of their application, and to also indicate 
associated capital and maintenance costs (where appropriate). 
 
6.2 Standards provided 
 
Standards suggested in this section include those for: 
 

• Parks and Gardens 
• Accessible Natural Green Space 
• Informal Green Space 
• Children’s Equipped Play Space/Young People’s Play Space 
• Outdoor Sports Facilities 
• Allotments 
• Sports Halls 
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• Swimming Pools 
• Community Halls. 

 
These categories seem to be those which the community  appreciate and to 
which it attaches importance (as expressed through the consultation). 
 
The following explanation of these proposed standards also reviews existing 
national and local plan standards covering similar themes with a discussion as 
to why these may not be appropriate to the Borough. 
 
6.3 Parks and Gardens 
 
6.3.1 Existing National and Local Policies:  
There are no existing national or local standards or related guidance relating 
specifically to the provision of parks and gardens. 
 
6.3.2 General justification for a local standard:  
The audit of provision as well as the consultation has identified the 
significance of and importance attached to Borough’s Parks and Gardens, 
and it is therefore highly appropriate for local standards of provision to reflect 
their existing and continued significance.  Parks can often be a venue for 
other open space activities and forms. A reasonably sized park might for 
example include space for outdoor sport, informal use, and natural/semi 
natural habitats. However, these types of open space are covered by other 
standards in this section and it is essential not to ‘double count’. The 
quantitative component of this standard therefore covers only the ‘articulating 
space’ required to link all the other components of a park together.  
 
6.3.3 Quantity:  
A minimum level of provision of 0.5 ha per 1000 people is suggested both as 
a basis for a contribution from new housing, but also as a minimum target for 
provision in the Borough. Park space should be combined with provision for 
other open space (see below) to provide truly multifunctional areas. The 
space provided should be of an appropriate shape and character to allow for 
meaningful recreational use, and its possible integration with other types of 
open space opportunity. (See under ‘Quality’). Parks can vary hugely in size, 
and it may be that ‘pocket’ parks could be as small as 0.2 hectares- a 50m x 
50m would be a realistic level of provision to provide within high density 
developments. 
 
6.3.4 Accessibility:  
A distance of 450 metres (straightline), or about 10 minutes walking time is 
felt to be appropriate (so that local people can gain convenient access by 
foot). The public consultation suggested that at least 75% of respondents said 
they would be prepared to travel at least 10 minutes to access this kind of 
provision. The preferred mode of transport is overwhelmingly by foot. 
However, given that the public consultation has demonstrated people are 
prepared to travel further to use certain major facilities, it would reasonable to 
also adopt a larger catchment for the major provision of this kind- of perhaps 
around 15 minutes. This would be consistent with local people’s preparedness 
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to travel to larger facilities as expressed through the community survey. It is 
possible that vehicular trips may be shared purpose journeys, perhaps 
combining a visit to the park with shopping and/or other commitments. 
Smaller ‘pocket parks’ (see below), where they are provided, may justify a 
smaller catchment. 
 
6.3.5 Quality :  
The Council may wish to consider the value of working towards a hierarchy of 
parks, embracing provision aimed at frequent local use (Pocket and Town 
Parks).   
 

• Town Parks:  Landscaping with a variety of natural features, including 
natural habitats. Space for outdoor pitch and other sports provision as 
appropriate (see separate standards). Space for children's and youth 
play facilities (see separate standards). Car parking. Footpaths. 
Cycleways. Buildings for secured storage and/or catering outlets (if 
appropriate). Due regard to external links by foot and bicycle which 
may require improvements to the external environment. Seating. Litter 
and dog bins. The overall size of the park might be expected to be at 
least 2 to 3 hectares. As the name implies Town Parks might be 
located in the Borough’s principal settlements. 

 
• Pocket Parks:  These could be very local facilities, within five minutes 

(around 250 metres) walk. They would not be large enough to 
accommodate features associated with larger parks, but could 
accommodate elements such as seating areas, local play facilities, 
planted beds, treescape and paved areas. The overall size of the park 
would be small. Even a site of, say, 0.2 hectares could be sufficient to 
accommodate some of the above features.  

 
6.3.6 Links to Parks 
 
Although the Borough’s Parks and other spaces are much appreciated and 
valued their use clearly depends on how easy they are to access. There is 
little point considering the provision of new or improvement of existing parks 
and spaces without parallel consideration of the means of access to them, 
and especially by foot and bike. New standards for parks should therefore 
also include guidance on the improvement of approach routes by foot and 
bike for which developer contributions should be sought. The Borough Council 
will need to determine: 
 
• the linear distance threshold upon which such contributions should be 

based; and,  
 
• the nature of improvements sought to facilitate and improve upon ease 

and safety of access which might include clearly defined cycle lanes, safe 
crossing points etc.  

 
6.4 Accessible Natural Green Space 
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6.4.1 Existing National and Local Policies:   
Natural England has proposed an Accessible Natural Green Space Standard 
(ANGSt) which suggests that provision should be made of at least 2 ha of 
accessible greenspace per 1000 population according to a system of tiers into 
which sites of different sizes fit: 
 

• No person should live more than 300 m from their area of natural green 
space; 

• There should be one accessible 20 ha site within 2 km from home; 
• There should be one accessible 100 ha site within 5 km; and, 
• There should be one accessible 500 ha site within 10 km. 

 
There is no Local Plan standard relating specifically to the provision of 
Accessible Natural Green Space. 
 
6.4.2 General justification for a local standard:  
The audit of provision as well as the consultation has identified the 
significance of and importance attached to accessible natural green spaces, 
and it is therefore desirable for local standards of provision to cover these 
features. Although the Citizens’ Panel survey suggests that people are 
prepared to travel quite long distances to reach natural areas, this is perhaps 
borne out of a feeling that natural space is something that is generally outside 
urban areas. Equally though, the consultation has shown that people 
appreciate proximity to nature and this is felt to be justification in itself for 
developing a standard of provision with regard to Accessible Natural Green 
Space. 
 
However, it is probably unrealistic to aim for a general minimum level of 
provision of 2 hectares per 1000 persons. Even a minimum target of 1 ha per 
1000 people could be extremely difficult to achieve given other open space 
needs within towns and villages. It is felt that a lower minimum level of 
provision of 0.5 ha per 1000 people would be more appropriate and 
achievable for the purpose of determining developer contributions. 
 
In the longer term there might be value in developing a hierarchy of provision 
as suggested by the ANGSt guidance, offering a range of smaller and larger 
facilities set within a geographical dimension. However, it is felt strongly that 
the focus should be initially on improving provision and accessibility within 
easy walking distance.  
 
6.4.3 Quantity:  
A minimum level of provision of 0.5 ha per 1000 people is suggested both as 
a basis for a contribution from new housing, but also as a minimum target for 
provision in the Borough. This level is not as high as exists in some parts of 
the Borough, but is considered to be realistic and capable of delivery, through 
developer contributions. The space provided should be of an appropriate 
shape and character to allow for meaningful recreational use, and its possible 
integration with other types of open space opportunity. (See under ‘Quality’) 
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6.4.4 Accessibility:  
A distance of 450 metres (straightline), or about 10 minutes walking time to 
local natural green space is felt to be appropriate so that local people can gain 
convenient access by foot. The public consultation suggested that people 
would be prepared to travel further to reach such facilities, but this may in fact 
reflect an assumption that such spaces are only to be found on the edge of 
the towns and villages.  
 
6.4.5 Quality:   
The nature of the space should be determined to reflect local circumstances. 
However, provision might be expected to include (as appropriate) elements of 
woodland, wetland, meadow. Provision should also be made for informal 
public access through recreation corridors. For larger areas, where car borne 
visits might be anticipated, some parking provision will be required.  The 
larger the area the more valuable sites will tend to be in terms of their 
potential for enhancing local conservation interest and biodiversity. The aim 
should be to create areas of accessible natural green space of at least 1 
hectare that are well distributed throughout the Borough. There should be 
parallel commitments to maintain natural green space through appropriate 
maintenance techniques reflecting the primary purpose of promoting natural 
habitats and biodiversity that can also be accessed and enjoyed by local 
people. 
 
In areas where it may be impossible or inappropriate to provide additional 
green space consistent with the standard other approaches may be pursued 
which could include (for example): 
 

• changing the management of marginal space on playing fields and 
parks to enhance biodiversity  

• encouraging living green roofs as part of new 
development/redevelopment  

• encouraging the creation of mixed species hedgerows 
• additional use of long grass management regimes 
• improvements to watercourses and water bodies 
• innovative use of new drainage schemes 
• use of native trees and plants in landscaping new developments 

 
The above should in any event be principles to be pursued and encouraged at 
all times. 
 
6.5 Informal Green Space 
 
6.5.1 Existing National and Local Policies:   
There is no national guidance suggesting a standard expressly for the 
provision of informal green space. The NPFA’s Six Acre Standard has 
proposed that there should be provision of casual or informal playing space 
within housing areas as part of the overall standard. The existing Local Plan 
(interim) guidance is based on the Six Acre Standard. 
 
6.5.2 General justification for a local standard:  
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The audit of provision as well as the consultation has identified the importance 
attached by local people to space close to home, and the focus group 
meetings in particular suggested that casual informal space is valued by local 
people. It is unclear from the work undertaken whether local people actually 
differentiate clearly between what is defined in this report as Informal Green 
Space, and other types of space that might be viewed as important for 
recreation, play, or visual attraction (which might include parks, natural 
spaces and other open spaces). The fact that it is difficult sometimes to 
discern between different forms of open space is understandable given the 
multifunctional nature of much space. However, the value of Informal Green 
Space must be recognised especially within housing areas, where it can 
provide important local facilities for play, exercise and visual amenity that are 
almost immediately accessible. On the other hand open space can be 
expensive to maintain and it is very important to strike the correct balance 
between having sufficient space to meet the needs of the community for 
accessible and attractive local space and having too much which then 
becomes impossible to manage properly and therefore a potential liability and 
source of nuisance.  
 
6.5.3 Quantity:  
A minimum level of provision of 0.5 ha per 1000 people is suggested both as 
a basis for a contribution from new housing, but also as a minimum target for 
provision in the Borough. This level is not as high as exists in some parts of 
the Borough, but is considered to be realistic and capable of delivery.   
 
The space provided should be of an appropriate shape and character to allow 
for meaningful recreational use, and its possible integration with other types of 
open space opportunity. (See under ‘Quality’) 
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6.5.4 Accessibility:   
A distance of 100 metres (straightline), or about 1-2 minutes walking time is 
felt to be appropriate, as such spaces should be within easy reach of home for 
informal play and recreation facilities.  In areas of high density development 
which may lack access to traditional private gardens, access to informal 
space and other features (like pocket parks) will be one way of providing 
compensatory provision of doorstop green space.  
 
6.5.5 Quality:   
The nature of the space should be determined to reflect local circumstances 
although provision might be expected to include grassed areas, tree and 
shrub planting, paths, litter bins and benches. Depending on local 
circumstances it may be appropriate to use the provision sought under the 
Informal Green Space standard for additional or improved park space, natural 
green space, as there is clearly some interchangeability of function.  
 
Informal green space can provide an extremely valuable play resource to 
complement equipped provision. Attention in design of new spaces to 
planting, topography and safety/security will maximise its potential in this 
regard. 
 
The shape and size of space provided should allow for meaningful and safe 
recreation. It will not be appropriate for highway verges and other small pieces 
of roadside space (for example) to be counted towards such provision. 
 
The definition of open space provided in Section 1 (1.4) indicates what sort of 
space would qualify for consideration under this heading, in particular. This 
definition is sufficiently broad so as not to proscribe imaginative design of 
such space. For example, contributions towards the provision of informal 
green space could be used to help create green links/corridors. 
 
6.6 Children and Young People’s Space 
 
6.6.1 Existing National and Local Policies:  
 
Current Local Plan interim guidance on the provision of play facilities is based 
on the National Playing Fields Association (NPFA) Six Acre Standard. The Six 
Acre Standard (2001) is widely used throughout the UK. 
 
The NPFA standards for equipped children’s play provision have been 
criticised in recent years because they can result in a proliferation of play 
areas that can be difficult to maintain, as well as setting unrealistic aspirations 
in urban areas where insufficient land is available to provide facilities. An 
additional problem is that the current NPFA guidance does not adequately 
cover the needs of most teenagers specifically within the standard, and it is 
felt that this is a significant problem in the Borough (confirmed by much of the 
consultation detailed earlier). 
 
Another fundamental problem with the NPFA standard for children’s play is 
how to interpret it in terms of what type of provision is required per head of 
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population. As has been mentioned, whilst the standard suggests an overall 
level of children’s play provision of 0.8 ha per 1000 people it does not specify 
what should be the ratio between informal and equipped provision within this 
overall area.  
 
Nor is it always practical or necessarily appropriate to adopt this approach in 
all settlements.  In many rural communities housing is far too scattered for this 
hierarchy of provision to be relevant.  Similarly, the population of under 15 
year-olds in some villages is too small to justify the provision of more than one 
play area.  Under these circumstances the quality of the play area will need to 
cater for a broad age range and its location within the community will be of 
increased importance. 
 
The siting of playgrounds can cause conflicts of interest.  Householders 
sometimes do not like being located next to playgrounds.  This problem can 
be alleviated by the use of buffer zones, good design and landscape work.  In 
general, play areas should be designed at the earliest possible stage so that 
house buyers know in advance if they are buying a house next to play area.  
On new developments this would mean that play areas should be designated 
in the development brief. 
 

6.6.2 Proposed new play space standards 

The following paragraphs draw heavily on the recommendations of the 
adopted Play Strategy. 

It is proposed that the NPFA Play standards are used as the starting point for 
a local standard for the Borough (amended in line with local needs). It should 
be noted that the national NPFA standards are based upon the total 
population (not simply the child population). As the Borough population profile 
does not vary significantly from the national profile (in relation to the 
proportions of children and young people) it is reasonable to adopt this 
approach for the Borough. 

The consultation exercise related to the Council’s emerging Play Strategy 
highlighted a number of important priorities in relation to the planning, 
provision and management of play space within the Borough, and the review 
of existing facilities summarised earlier also emphasised the need to address 
these issues, which are: 
 
• Provide a strategic network of playgrounds, youth facilities and 

programmes to address the needs of different age ranges and ability 
levels in locations that are accessible to all sectors of the population 
(taking into account the varying capacity of different age ranges to travel). 

 
• Plan the street environment with play, safety and “hang out” 

considerations in mind (given that children and young people view and use 
“the street” as a play / social environment). 
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• The provision of informal seating/meeting areas, kickabout areas, 
adventure trails, and wheeled sports facilities need to be considered 
alongside (possibly in preference to) more “traditional” equipment. 

• Adequate maintenance of facilities (given children and parents’ concerns 
with graffiti, broken equipment, dirt, litter, broken glass etc). 

 
• “Secured by Design” principles to be adopted when planning play and 

Youth areas e.g. Natural surveillance. 
 
• Improvements/amendments to playgrounds and youth facilities in relation 

to access for disabled children (Disability Discrimination Act). 
 
• Provide, as a priority, facilities for older children and young people such as 

skateparks, MUGAs, and youth shelters. 
 
These issues have influenced the suggestions of the following standards. 
However, other important factors have also been taken into account: 
 
• Comprehensive, but also flexible and simple-to-understand.  If it is to 

be effective, guidance should be clear and unambiguous and provide 
practical solutions to meet most circumstances. Equally, it should cater for 
circumstances.  

 
• Clear about costs, including those for planning and design, 

installation, and longer-term maintenance.  Developers should be clear 
about what is expected of them. The Council and other agencies should 
be clear on how they can apply the guidance. Local people should 
understand at what level to set their expectations. Providing unambiguous 
guidance on cost will allow developers to make sufficient financial 
provision at an early stage, and means that through quick payment of the 
appropriate contribution they need not become entangled in detailed 
issues of consultation and design. 

 
• Applicable to all sizes of housing development.  Although only larger 

housing developments are likely to justify new facilities in their own right, 
most new housing will increase demand for play facilities and therefore all 
house developers should contribute financially to such provision from the 
single infill plot, to large estates. 

 
• Reflective of Children’s most popular play activities . For example, 

national research indicates that social play, ball play and wheel play are by 
far the most popular regardless of age, sex, socio-economic group or 
cultural origin. This is supported locally by the strategy consultation, which 
shows that both children and young people rate such facilities as a high 
priority for provision. 

 
• Reflective also of how and where Children will play . Children will 

always choose to play in a variety of ways and in doing so, use different 
locations.  
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• Supportive of local efforts to secure better quality facilities.  
Consultations have clearly demonstrated that local parents value good 
quality facilities and, within reason, would be happy to travel further to use 
them. 

 
• A celebration of the diversity of play.  Children don’t need to be 

encouraged to play if given the opportunity. Swings, roundabouts and 
other equipped play areas can be important; but even small areas of grass 
can be invaluable to toddlers wanting to let off steam. Similarly, older 
children may be happy to walk reasonable distances to use a skatepark, 
but sometimes they may simply just want somewhere near their house to 
sit and talk with friends. A mixture of and diversity in opportunity is 
therefore essential. 

 
• Co-ordinated in terms of potential and beneficial links between new 

provision and organised play and ‘outreach’ work.  With a little 
imagination and planning play facilities can be used as a focus for 
organised children’s activity. For older children they may be a focus for 
youth outreach work and educational programmes. 

 
• Sensitive to safety and nuisance concerns.  Playgrounds can be ‘noisy 

neighbours’ and guidance should take into account potential concern of 
local residents. It should also reflect the need to ensure reasonable 
security and safety for users and protection from misuse and vandalism.  

 
The suggested standards differ from NPFA national standards based upon 
the consultation findings and local circumstances. The main variations relate 
to the local preference for fewer but higher quality provision for which parents, 
children and young people ware prepared to walk a little further than NPFA 
standards suggest; a stronger preference for ball games, wheeled sports, and 
landscaping for imaginative play than is shown in the NPFA standards; and 
more developed provision for teenagers and families. 
 

6.6.2.1 Towns and Larger Villages (including Local service Centres) 

In relation to new development and as an aspiration for existing built-up areas 
it is suggested that a network of play/youth facility areas should be provided in 
accordance with the following local standards. Provision in rural areas is 
discussed later in the section. 
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Toddlers Outdoor Play Space - TOPS (accompanied children up to 7 
years of age  - replacing LAPs) 

 

These would represent the base level of facility provision. The aim would be 
to make them very accessible and therefore within easy reach of 
accompanied young children. 

Because of their very basic requirements, these facilities might be located on 
a wide range of open spaces that also serve other purposes. In this sense 
they might not even be interpreted as dedicated playspace, but could still 
serve a play function, meeting a clear local need whilst not having major 
financial and safety implications for the provider/manager. Parks and many 
existing green spaces will meet this requirement for a very local area for 
young children, and provision of playspace for the very young should 
therefore be considered in the context of the wider Green Space Strategy. 
However, there are parts of the Borough not within easy reach of a park or 
green space, and there is a need here to provide some guidance in these 
circumstances.  

They should be within easy walking distance (say 5 minutes walking time from 
home). Wherever possible they should be located to coincide with routes and 
destinations for other regular trips (school, shops, parks etc). They may also 
be located on open space shared for other compatible recreation (such as in 
parks, playing fields, or general amenity space. Low-key games, 
imaginative/social play, French cricket or play with small toys could be 
provided for. The emphasis would be on encouraging younger children to be 
accompanied and regularly visiting whilst the parent/carer is on route to (say) 
school or local shops. No minimum space specification is appropriate, subject 
to provision of sufficient space to allow for creative play taking into account 
surrounding physical constraints.  

 

The funding and maintenance of such areas will be best dealt with through the 
Green Space Strategy, as well as any future Supplementary Planning 
Document. 

6.6.2.2 Junior Outdoor Play Space (JOPS) (replacing NPFA LEAPs.) 

These would be aimed primarily at junior school age children (although there 
should also be consideration to the needs of younger accompanied children 
for equipped playspace). The following specification basically reflects the view 
put across in the local consultation that most children and parents would be 
happier to walk further to get to better-equipped playspace. 
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Figure 6.2: JOPs 

Provision per 
population 

1:1000 people 

Location 10 minutes walking time from home – straight line distance 450 m. 

Target age 
group 

Accompanied and unaccompanied seven to eleven-year- olds.  
Consideration should also be given to accompanied younger children 
(segregated area). 

 

Purpose A Junior Play Area should cater for a large range of play activity, 
including an area for informal ball games. 

Equipment/ 
Landscaping 

Some of the JOPS facility may not require fencing. However, fencing will be 
necessary for those parts with formal play equipment. Barriers may be 
required at any points of safety hazard – Road crossings – Water courses 
etc. 
 

JOPS should contain approx. 5 differing items of traditional play 
equipment. They should also contain a ‘low key’ casual sports facilities, 
such as an informal Wheel Play facility (Max height 1m approx), a 
Single ended ‘multi use ball games area’ comprising (say) - Goal mouth 
– Basket / netball hoop at ‘reduced height to standard) – Cricket 
Stumps – rear (ball retention) wall (3m high) on a tarmac playing 
surface. 

 

Some form of Shelter (Meeting Place) would also be provided to give 
some protection from rain & wind.  

 

For the younger users equipment included should be small-scale and 
appropriate for young children.  

 

Also to include seating for adults. 

 

Landscaping to maximise play value. 

 

Away from safety surfacing relating to equipment, surrounding areas 
within the activity zone should be tarmac hard surface. 

Area Activity zone minimum of 625 sq m. Buffer zone 30 m between the edge 
of the activity zone and residential property. The buffer zone should 
include footpaths and planted areas. Buffer zone landscaping to 
include child-friendly planting (e.g. natural scent, colour and texture). 

Consultation Refurbishment or new provision to be designed through consultation 
with local children, parents, residents, and relevant agencies. 
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6.6.2.3 Youth Outdoor Play Space (YOPS) (replacing NPFA NEAPS) 

These would be facilities designed specifically to meet the needs of older 
children and young people, and to reflect their greater mobility and willingness 
to walk further than younger children. It is this level of facility that might 
provide a good focal point for outreach work conducted by the Borough 
Council and its partners (Call4Sport, sports development, youth services etc). 

Figure 6.3:YOPs 

Provision per 
population 

1:2,000 people 

Location Within 15 minutes walking time from home – straight line distance 
600m 

Target age 
group 

Unaccompanied and unsupervised under 18 year-olds (lower age being 
c. 12-13 years). 

Purpose To provide challenging and stimulating play opportunities and youth 
facilities 

Equipment/ 

Facilities/ 

Landscaping 

Hard surface Multi-Use Games Area of at least 465 sq m. and/or 
wheeled play facilities. 

 

The area should also be fenced to exclude dogs. Landscaping to 
maximise play value. 

 

Also to include: 

• Seating for adults. 
• Youth shelter/seating/meeting area for teenagers. 
 

The site may also include additional/alternative youth facilities in line 
with consultation with local young people. 

Area Total Activity zone minimum of 1000 sq m.  Buffer zone at least 35 m 
from activity zone to nearest residential property (50m if formal 
skateboarding facilities included). 

Consultation Refurbishment or new provision to be designed through consultation 
with local children and young people, parents, residents, and relevant 
agencies. 

 

6.6.2.4 Family Outdoor Play Space (FOPS)   

Within the Borough it would also be desirable to have access to a number of 
Family Play Facilities These would cater for all age groups (young 
accompanied children to youth). Such facilities need to be accessible from the 
main towns and larger villages and in this respect transport planning should 
take into account lack of access to private cars. 
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Figure 6.4: FOPs 

Provision per 
population 

1:15,000 people 

Location Within 15 minutes drive time. 

Target age group Family groups including children of all ages.  

Purpose To provide challenging and stimulating play opportunities for all age 
groups. Family visits. 

Equipment/ 

Facilities/ 

Landscaping 

3 separate Areas as below: 

 

1. Toddler area (under 7s) - small-scale and appropriate for the age; 
at least 3 types of equipment; seating and dog fencing. Landscaping 
to maximise play value. 

 

 

2. Junior Area (8 – 12s) A minimum of 6 types of equipment 
comprising: 

• At least 1 item for rocking, social or developmental play  
• At least 2 items for sliding, swinging, or moderate climbing. 
• At least 3 items to encourage more adventurous climbing, 

swinging or gliding (e.g. aerial runway). 
 

Low key casual sports facilities, such as an informal Wheel Play 
facility (Max height 1m approx), a Single ended ‘multi use ball games 
area’ comprising (say) - Goal mouth – Basket / netball hoop at 
‘reduced height to standard) – Cricket Stumps – rear (ball retention) 
wall (3m high) on a tarmac playing surface. 

 

3. Over 12s area - Hard surface Multi-Use Games Area of at least 465 
sq m. and/or formal wheeled play facilities. 

 

The 3 areas should also be fenced to exclude dogs. Landscaping to 
maximise play value. 

 

Also to include: 

• Seating for adults. 
• Youth shelter/seating/meeting area for teenagers. 
• Nearby toilets and facilities for refreshments 
 

The site may also include additional/alternative youth facilities in 
line with consultation with local young people. 
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6.6.2.5 Rural Settlements   
 

Smaller Rural settlements will need to be treated differently from the urban 
areas, as most parts simply do not have the required population to justify full 
provision of the above ‘hierarchy’. However, children and young people within 
these will still require access to facilities.  

The standards need to be considered alongside practical solutions to 
transport to facilities out of small settlements and outreach programmes 
bringing play opportunities to smaller settlements. 

For Rural settlements the following standards are suggested (amended from 
the local standards outlined above). 

 

• For settlements of 2000 people or more there should be full 
provision of TOPS, YOPS and JOPS. 

 

• For settlements of 1000 – 2000 people there should be provision of 
TOPS and JOPS relative to the standard plus a youth meeting 
place for young people. 

 

• For settlements from 500 – 1000 people there should be at least 1 
JOP plus a youth meeting place. 

 

• For settlements from 100 - 500 there should be at least 1 TOP  
 
6.6.2.6 Interpretation of standards 
 
The above standards need to be read in conjunction with the following.  

The need for variation and flexibility.  Individual circumstances may dictate 
that it will be necessary or desirable for new provision to be at variance with 
this guidance. For example, in small sale developments it may often be 
appropriate to seek associated provision for off-site facilities, or else a 
contribution in lieu to be used in improving existing facilities. 
 

Where suitable sites are in very limited supply, it may be necessary for a 
single site to cater for the needs of a very wide age range. Where this is the 
case very close attention will need to be paid to the design/zoning of facilities, 
to ensure that the activities of different age groups do not come into conflict.  
 

Security. New play areas should be planned and designed taking into 
account the principles of ‘Secure by Design’ where relevant. This provides 
guidance on (for example) the importance of siting, landscaping, and planting 
to enable better surveillance. 

Accessibility.  All new and improved play provision should ensure that safe 
access by both foot and bike is possible. For new areas of housing 
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consideration of siting new playspace should be integral to the urban 
design/masterplanning process, and not an afterthought. 

Consultation.  There should be local solutions for local needs. Consultation is 
therefore integral to the application, interpretation and ultimate effectiveness 
of these standards. It is therefore important to embrace a consultation 
methodology providing sufficient flexibility to ensure that provision is in line 
with the needs and aspirations of local children, young people, and residents.  
This could mean, for example, a greater emphasis upon planning for informal 
play space through landscaping and imaginative design, rather than simply 
providing formal play equipment; or developing locally designed meeting 
places for young people rather than off-the-shelf youth shelters.  

Play/youth facility Development Programme. In line with the local demand 
for improved quality of play/youth facilities detailed earlier and the adoption of 
local standards it is essential to maintain a long-term Capital Programme. This 
would enable a planned refurbishment of playgrounds in response to local 
demand in line with these local standards and prioritisation criteria. 

In relation to new facilities it is likely that additional resources will be required 
and potential sources include provision in relation to planning obligations 
resulting from development, NOF lottery funding for Play, and the Heritage 
Lottery Fund (Public Parks Initiative). 

6.6.2.7 Limitations of standards. 

If standards are applied too rigidly without consideration of local circumstance 
the approach can have certain disadvantages. For example, the process: 

• may discourage creativity; 
• may be inflexible and unable to take account of local circumstances; 
• may prove difficult in areas where land uses are largely fixed; 
• may be applied ‘blindly’ without checking against local needs or 

wishes; 
• may work against local participation; and, 
• may risk overlooking quality considerations with undue focus on 

quantity. 
 

The approach taken in this strategy aims to address these deficiencies by 
placing consultation specifically within the standards process.  It is therefore 
important in all cases to fully embrace the consultation methodology providing 
sufficient flexibility to ensure that provision is in line with the needs and 
aspirations of local children, young people, and residents.   

 

Nevertheless, in terms of planning guidance and obligations through 
development the suggested local standards are sufficiently clear to allow for 
the “standard” costs of any such provision to be estimated. Providing the cost 
of the alternative local provision remains within this budget, this should remain 
a reasonable expectation for developers. It may be, for example, that local 
people wish to raise funds over and above the develop contribution to allow 
for implementation of a more ambitious scheme in line with local consultation. 
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6.7 Allotments 
 
6.7.1 Existing National and Local Policies:   
There are no existing national or local standards or related guidance relating 
specifically to the provision of allotments. Guidance has been provided 
through the Local Government Association which does not recommend 
standards of provision, but rather covers ways in which allotments could be 
promoted and issues to be considered prior to any disposal. 
 
6.7.2 General justification for a local standard:  
Many allotments within the Borough appear to be well used and maintained, 
indicating a continued demand for this type of space. 
 
Allotments (like children’s play and outdoor sports facilities) tend to be linked 
to lifestage/cycle).  As with these other forms of provision, at any one time it is 
likely to be a minority within the community that actively uses allotments, but 
this does not mean that they are not valued and used by many people. With 
the creation of higher density housing in the future occupants lacking private 
gardens may look increasingly to allotments to meet a desire to garden and 
grow their own food. Other than their conventional function allotments can 
serve as venues for ‘community gardens’, meeting places, and showcases for 
recycling. In the near future allotment provision may help to fuel a resurgence 
in local semi commercial horticulture. Large food retailers are coming under 
increasing pressure to reduce ‘food miles’ and buy from domestic local 
sources. A good level of space for allotments and community gardens could 
therefore go some way to ensuring produce is fresh, local, and that its 
production does not have an unacceptable ‘carbon footprint’. 
 
Quantity:  A minimum level of provision of 0.50 ha per 1000 people is 
suggested both as a basis for a contribution from new housing, but also a 
minimum target for provision in the Borough.  
  
Accessibility:  A straightline distance of 1000 metres (just over 15 minutes 
walktime) should be largely acceptable, where walking is the chosen mode of 
transport. However, given the need to transport equipment to and from sites it 
is accepted that users may often need to drive to the site.  
 
Quality:  Further guidance should be provided in an SPD, but provision should 
include the following: 
 
• Well-drained soil which is capable of cultivation to a reasonable standard. 
• A sunny, open aspect preferably on a southern facing slope. 
• Limited overhang from trees and buildings either bounding or within the 

site. 
• Adequate lockable storage facilities, and a good water supply within the 

easy walking distance of individual plots. 
• Provision for composting facilities. 
• Secure boundary fencing. 
• Good access within the site both for pedestrians and vehicles. 
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• Good vehicular access into the site and adequate parking and 
manoeuvring space. 

• Disabled access. 
• Toilets. 
• Notice boards. 
 
6.8 Standards for outdoor sports space. 
 
6.8.1 Existing National and Local Policies:   
The NPFA’s Six Acre Standard proposes that there should be provision of 1.6 
ha of outdoor sports space per 1000 people.4  The interim Local Plan policy 
for the Borough is based on this guidance. Playing pitch sports are by far and 
away the most important users of grass playing fields in terms of spatial 
requirements. However, the existing guidance is not based upon known local 
patterns of supply and demand. 
 
The suggested new standard for grass pitch space are based on local 
evidence of need, following the review of the supply of and demand for 
playing pitches at peak times.  
 
This standard covers the need for space for formal (codified) pitch sports. It 
does not cover space for activities such as informal kickarounds and 
recreational running. Such activities are likely to be popular in their own right 
but can be accommodated by other types of spaces. It is accepted that local 
authority pitches are shared with other recreation activities. 
 
6.8.2 Quantity:   
For the pitch sports (cricket, football, rugby) the standards are based on the 
following assumptions: 
 

• It takes 2 teams to justify a junior or senior football or rugby pitch. 
• It is always best to provide for flexible space (if there is sufficient space 

to host adult football or rugby it can always be remarked for smaller 
pitches of the same code) 

• It is based on ‘single sport use’. For example, it does not assume 
‘shared space’ between traditional Autumn/Winter sports (such as 
football, and summer sports, like cricket.) In reality such sports do ‘time 
share’ space, but with increasing overlapping seasons and problems of 
year round maintenance this is not ideal.  

• Mini teams can play on adult surfaces. 
• It takes 4 teams to justify a cricket field. 
• That pitches need to be properly serviced (with changing and parking 

accommodation etc). 
 
Taking into account these assumptions the calculations are used as a basis 
for standards for pitch sports. 
 

                                                
4 The NPFA Six Acre Standard stresses that such provision should exclude golf courses, and 
should only include those areas where there is bona fide community access. 
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Football: area required per adult pitch = 0.9 ha + 0.2 ha = 1.1 ha.5 
Cricket: area required per pitch = 1.6 ha + 0.2 ha = 1.8 ha.6 
Rugby: area required per adult pitch = 1.2 ha + 0.2 = 1.4 ha.7 

 
Using the participation rates (explained in Section 4) for the pitch sports 
requiring grass surfaces, quantitative components of standards can be 
developed as follows: 
 
Football: 667 people x 2 = 1 pitch (1.1 ha) per 1334 people, or 0.825 ha per 
1000 people. 
 
Rugby: 3100 people x 2 = 1 pitch (1.4 ha) per 6200 people, or 0.226 ha per 
1000 people. 
 
Cricket: 805 people x 4 = 1 pitch (1.8 ha) per 3220 people, or 0.560 ha per 
1000 people.   
 
Combined provision: 1.611 ha per 1000 people of pitch sport place 
 
A minimum level of provision of 1.611 ha per 1000 people is suggested both 
as a basis for a contribution from new housing, but also a minimum target for 
provision in the Borough. When compared with the suggested standards for 
Parks and Gardens, Informal Green Space, and Accessible Natural Green 
Space this level of provision seems at first sight to be high, especially when 
also taking into account what the Citizen’s Panel survey concluded about the 
generally higher frequency/regularity of use of some of these other forms of 
space. However, codified pitch sport have specific spatial requirements, and 
these (when married with the above demand estimates for pitches) leads to a 
clear and required level of provision. As previously emphasised, pitch space 
will generally be shared with other recreation activities where it is located on 
Borough or parish council venues.  
 
6.8.3 Accessibility:   
The public consultation suggests a greater expectation for using a car to get 
to formal playing fields although the most popular trip mode is still suggested 
to be by foot. Once again 75% of the respondents would be prepared to travel 
somewhere at least 10 minutes to access such facilities, and predominantly 
by foot (i.e. around 450 metres straight line distance). However, the clubs 
survey indicated that in practice clubs tend to draw on membership from 
farther afield, and it may sometimes not be possible to provide playing pitches 
within easy walking distance. A distance of no more than 3 kilometres is 
desirable from the catchment population, although it should be less where 

                                                
5 Based on NPFA guidelines of 0.9 ha (including run off space), and 0.2 ha for parking, 
pavilion etc. 
6 Based on NPFA guidelines of 1.6 ha (including run off space), and 0.2 ha for parking, 
pavilion etc. 
 
7 Based on NPFA guidelines of 1.2 ha (including run off space), and 0.2 ha for parking, 
pavilion etc. 
 



North Warwickshire PPG17 report – finaldraft (January 2008) 

 124 

provision is aimed at young people. Further guidance should be provided in 
SPD. 
 
6.8.4 Quality:   
Further guidance should be provided in an SPD, but provision should include 
changing accommodation, car parking, appropriate drainage and adherence 
to guidance provided by the governing bodies, Sport England or other 
established sources of such advice. SPD should also provide guidance in 
relation to the site design, shared and dual use, and the acceptability or 
otherwise of contributions to improvements to existing facilities in lieu of new 
provision. 
 
Other standards will cover indoor provision and artificial surfaces. However, 
as is made clear in the scenarios, there could be flexibility in the way in which 
these standards are applied. For example, for football there may be the 
opportunity for synthetic surfaces to replace grass space, and be used much 
more intensively. Certain surfaces can now be used for competitive football at 
a local level (with agreement between leagues and clubs). Where there is 
insufficient space to lay out new multi pitch complexes and there are no 
existing sports areas sufficiently accessible, large enough and with the 
potential for improvement artificial surfaces may be appropriate.  
 
6.9 Full Size Synthetic Turf Pitches (STPs)  
 
These are essential for hockey and increasingly important for football.  
 
6.9.1 Quantity:  
The Borough currently has no STPs, and this is considered to be a major gap 
in basic community sports provision. It is probably why club participation in 
hockey has declined, given that players have to travel to facilities outside the 
Borough.  
 
In these circumstances it is difficult to model a standard for local provision. 
However, the following can be cited as clear evidence for why such a facility 
would be well used within the Borough: 
 

• There is an existing hockey club based in Atherstone that would be a 
ready and willing user of such a facility. 

 
• The above club is based at Atherstone (multi) Sports Club which 

would no doubt generate alternative use of the facility. 
 

• Nearby local schools would be reasonably placed to use a facility at 
the Atherstone Sports Club in off peak times. 

 
• Although Sport England does not currently provide guidance on the 

per capita level of provision for STPs, previous guidance has 
suggested a level of a round 1 STP per 60,000 people. This is 
generally now well exceeded in many parts of the country, and a 
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commonly held view is that significantly fewer people would be able 
to support such a facility.  

 
6.9.2 Accessibility: 
Research conducted by Sport England suggests that users of these surfaces 
tend to be prepared to travel up to 20 minutes (by car) to use these facilities 
on a regular basis, although the majority of trips will take significantly less. 
Local consultation probably supports a shorter drive time of around 15 
minutes.  
 
6.9.2 Quality:  
Further guidance should be provided in an SPD, but should be in 
accordance with Sport England technical guidance. The SPD should include 
guidance on the appropriate type of surface and floodlighting as this can 
vary depending on which sport is anticipated to be the main user. 
 
6.10 Small community buildings and halls 
 
6.10.1 Existing National and Local Policies:   
There are no existing national or local standards or related guidance relating 
specifically to the provision of community buildings and halls. 
 
6.11.2 General justification for a local standard:  
There is no ‘one size fits all’ solution to providing community venues. 
Generally speaking the larger the local population the bigger and more 
accommodative a community facility, as larger populations will tend to 
generate a greater and more diverse level of activities compared with smaller 
populations. However, it is know that small populations can sustain simple 
and attractive venues. For example, even small villages with populations of 
less than 400 can have well used and managed halls, which can provide for:  
 

• A main hall that can be used for dances, reception, meetings, and 
sports activities such as carpet bowls and table tennis. 

• A small meeting/committee room  
• Kitchen 
• Storage 
• Car parking 

 
 
6.11.3 Quantity: 
A minimum of a small community venue per 2800 people is recommended, 
which reflects the existing overall level of provision within the Borough.  
 
6.11.4 Accessibility:   
450 metres straightline distance (or about 10 minute walktime). This is 
consistent with the results of the public consultation. However, in rural areas 
it will never be possible to ensure that all outlying areas are within such 
proximity of this kind of venue, and it is accepted that travelling 10 minutes 
by car or public transport would be the alternative. 
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6.11.5 Quality:   
Further guidance should be provided in an SPD, but provision should include:  
 

• A hall sufficiently large to be used for a variety of recreation and 
social activities. 

• A small meeting/committee room  
• Kitchen 
• Storage 
• Toilets 
• Provision for disabled access and use 
• Car parking 

 
Overall a total net floor space of 500m2 could be used as a guide. 
 
As stated at the beginning of this section the standards can be applied and 
interpreted flexibly to best meet local circumstances. The aim should not be 
(for example) to create a proliferation of small community venues in areas of 
growth where fewer larger venues would be more appropriate. Contributions 
arising from this standard could also be used towards the 
enlargement/improvement of existing venues where appropriate. However, 
access is the key factor.  
 
6.12 Sports halls and swimming pools 
 
6.12.1 Existing National and Local Policies:   
There are no existing national or local standards specifically covering the 
provision of sports halls and swimming pools. However, Sport England do 
suggest possible levels of provision based on information gained from 
modelling exercises and leisure centre use from around the country (see 
below). 
 
6.12.2 General justification for a local standard:  
The Borough Councils own halls and pools are well used. An estimate of 
theoretical need using participation figures provided by Sport England 
suggests that the Borough might justify around 3 4-lane pools and 4.5 4-court 
halls. This compares with the current level of provision of 2 4-lane pools and 3 
4-court halls available on a pay and play basis. This is not to deny the 
importance of other smaller facilities within the Borough. However, some of 
these other facilities are not necessarily available during the day (as they are 
frequently on education sites), and because of their often smaller size they 
are limited in other ways.  
 
It is clear that new development in the Borough would increase the demand 
sports halls and swimming pools.  
 
On this basis ratios of 1 4-court hall per 14,000 people, and 1 4-lane pool per 
20,000 approximates to the Sport England based ratios of desirable provision. 
These are better than the current ratios of provision for pools and halls of an 
appropriate size and management.  
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The Citizens’ Panel survey suggested that the majority of people using sports 
halls and swimming pools would be prepared to travel between 10 and 20 
minutes to use these facilities with trips largely being by car. Research 
conducted by Sport England suggests that users of sports halls and 
swimming pools tend to be prepared to travel up to 20 minutes (mainly by car) 
to use these facilities on a regular basis, although the majority of trips will take 
significantly less. Within the urban areas it will often be convenient (and 
perhaps easier) to walk or cycle to the nearest facility. In fact the Audit 
Commission has developed Performance Indicators aimed at London 
Councils and other unitary authorities, suggesting a walk time of 20 minutes 
as a guide.  
 
6.12.3 Quantity:   
A minimum of a 4-court sports hall per 14,000 people, and 1 x 4-lane 
swimming pool (25 metre length) per 20,000 people. 
 
6.12.4 Accessibility:   
No more than 15 minutes, but with encouragement for use of non motorised 
trips and public transport as much as possible.  
 
6.12.5 Quality:   
Further guidance should be provided in an SPD, but should be in 
accordance with Sport England technical guidance. 
 
In planning and providing for new or improved strategic facilities such as 
leisure centres it is important to: 
 
• consider the appropriateness of improving existing accessible venues 

within the Borough; and, 
 
• take into account existing venues in neighbouring local authorities,  
 
before committing to new facilities. 
 
6.13 Overall standard for open space 
 
6.13.1 Quantity 
 
The above standards (excluding those for built facilities) can be combined into 
an overall minimum standard for open space provision (below). To reiterate 
something that was emphasised early in this report, the suggested standards 
are for a minimum level of provision. In many parts of the Borough, provision 
of some types of open space will be higher than the quantitative component of 
the relevant standard. However, this does not mean that in areas where 
provision is higher than the minimum standard for the type of open space in 
question it is not well used or valued. Existing provision may also be lacking in 
respect of matters relating to access and quality. 
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Figure 6.5 Components of the suggested standard 
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6.14 Comparison with existing local plan standards 
 
The above overall standard for green space compares with 2.4 ha of open 
space required by the existing Local Plan interim standards and reflects a 
desire to provide for other forms of open space other than that for outdoor 
sport and children’s play accommodated in the current standards. 
 
The suggested new standards would:  
 
• provide for a better balance of open space, reflecting different local needs 
• lead to the provision of new or improved open space of an overall higher 

specification than likely under the existing standards 
• exclude from calculations by definition any space that cannot practically 

serve as functioning and safe.  
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7. Application of Standards 
 
7.1 General 
 
This short section looks at the application of the suggested standards for 
strategic ‘built facilities’ (sports halls, swimming pools, STPs). The detailed 
application of standards to the various forms of open space is (as appropriate) 
considered in detail in Part 2 (Area Profiles).  
 
7.2 Sports halls 
 
Standard:  A minimum of a 4-court sports hall per 14,000 people, and no 
more than 15 minutes trip time, but with encouragement for use of non-
motorised trips and public transport as much as possible. 
 
The following figure applies the 15 minute drivetime to the existing Council 
larger pay and play venues.   
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Figure 7.1 
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It shows there all parts of the Borough are theoretically within easy driving 
distance of such a facility. Accessibility is improved when taking into account: 
 
• Other large sports halls not controlled by the Council but which can often 

be used by the community at certain times (such as some venues on 
school sites in the evenings and weekends). 

 
• Other smaller facilities (less than 4 (badminton) courts in size), of which 

there are several in the Borough. 
 
• Facilities outside the Borough which might be used by the Borough’s 

residents. 
 
The application of the per capita component of the standard suggests that the 
Borough is underprovided with 4-court + size pay and play halls by in the 
order of the 1.5 x 4-court halls. However, other smaller halls (as well as those 
in neighbouring authorities) will probably offset some of this deficit. 
 
For some people in the rural areas that do not have access to a car or decent 
public transport, access will be far more problematic.  
 
7.3 Swimming pools 
 
Standard:  A minimum of a 4-lane (25 metre) swimming pool per 20,000 
people, and no more than 15 minutes travel time, but with encouragement for 
use of non-motorised trips and public transport as much as possible.  
The following figure applies the 15 minute drivetime to Atherstone Pool. The 
other 4-lane pay and play facility at Kingsbury has been ignored in this 
diagram due to its age.  
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Figure 7.2 
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It shows that there are parts of the Borough theoretically outside easy driving 
distance of the pool. Accessibility by car to a pool may be improved when 
taking into account: 
 
• Other smaller facilities (less than 4 lanes in size), of which there are a few 

in the Borough. 
 
• The facility at Kingsbury. 
 
• Facilities outside the Borough which might be used by its residents. 
 
However, for some people in the rural areas that do not have access to a car 
or decent public transport, access will be far more problematic.  
 
 
The application of the per capita component of the standard suggests that the 
Borough is lacking the equivalent of 2 4- lane pay and play swimming pools.  
 
7.4 Synthetic Turf Pitches 
 
Standard:  A minimum of 1 full-size floodlit STP per 60,000 people, and no 
more than 15 minutes travel time, but with encouragement for use of non-
motorised trips and public transport as much as possible.  
 
The following figure applies this access catchment to existing facilities of this 
kind available to the community located outside the Borough. 
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Figure 7.3 
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There is no facility of this kind in the Borough. Although the above map shows 
that most parts of the Borough are within reasonable drivetime of a facility in a 
neighbouring local authority area, the Borough is quite exceptional in not 
having even one such pitch. Other than some of the rural parts, one of the 
least served areas in terms of access appears to be the Atherstone and 
environs. 
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8. Options, Recommendations and an Action Plan 
 
8.1 Options 
 
A requirement of the study is to propose strategic options for the future 
planning and management of open space and recreation facilities. The 
principal options are as follows: 
 
 8.1.1 New versus Old 
 

Q. In meeting the needs of new development should there be a 
strategic decision to provide all-new facilities, or should the focus be on 
upgrading existing facilities? 
 
A. The answer has to be a combination of the two approaches. 
However, the study has clearly shown there are certain facilities (such 
as major parks and leisure centres) that could be provided off site but 
still meet the needs of new residents. There is a large stock of existing 
space in the Borough and it would be often justifiable to secure 
contributions towards the improvement and maintenance of these 
existing opportunities (and sustainable access to them) rather than 
seek to provide new facilities elsewhere.  One possible example might 
be in the case of some school sites, where it may sometimes be 
appropriate to improve and ‘open’ up school facilities for public use, 
rather than invest in separate new facilities. 
 
Every opportunity should be taken to explore the possibilities for either 
expanding the capacity of existing built venues, and to open up school 
facilities to greater and formalised community use rather than build new 
provision. 

 
8.1.2 Change the Development Plan Designations 
 
Q. Is it appropriate to revise the existing development plan 
designations covering recreation spaces? 
 
A. The current Open Space designations reflect the ‘openness’ of open 
spaces, but not specific functions. Future development plan 
designations could perhaps better reflect the particular characteristics 
and recreation values of each site.  

 
8.1.3 Scope for rationalisation of space 

 
Q. Are there any open spaces that are surplus to recreational 
requirements? 
  
A. There are important issues to resolve in terms of getting the balance 
of recreational open spaces right across the Borough before any 
disposal should take place. Some of these matters are addressed in 
the local profiles in Part 2 of this report.  There is a need to consider 
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how the management of some existing open spaces might be changed 
so as to provide facilities for recreation activities in areas currently 
lacking them. There is also a need to establish the potential for the 
current open space stock to meet the recreation needs arising from any 
new development. Although outside the scope of this study many open 
spaces have an aesthetic and/or ecological value and this must be 
considered. However, these points apart, there may sometimes be 
scope for the imaginative development of open space, where this might 
lead to the financing of improved provision elsewhere. There may, for 
example, be localities with large amounts of open space, but of poor 
quality. In these circumstances a limited amount of development 
together with developer contributions could help to improve the quality 
of existing provision. 

 
8.2 General Policy Principles/recommendations 
 
The principles supporting the key themes of the Borough Council’s lead policy 
document, the Sustainable Community Plan, identified in Section 3.2 are 
recommended as Policy Principles forming the basis of the following Action 
Plan. The Action Plan, together with the area based recommendations 
contained in the (Part 2) Area Profiles will form the core of the Green Space 
Strategy. 
 
8.3 Action Plan 
 
The Action Plan suggests general initiatives which the Borough Council and 
its partners should pursue through the Green Space Strategy. They have 
been grouped according to the Policy Principle to which they best relate.  
 
All the action points bear upon the issues and opportunities raised within this 
study. The principal medium for pursuing these action points will often be 
through the statutory land use planning process. The Action Plan is put 
forward in good faith and can be added to or altered, but it should in any event 
be for the Council and its partners to prioritise between the various points.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



North Warwickshire PPG17 report – finaldraft (January 2008) 

 139 

Policy Principle Action 
point 
reference 

Description 

R1 OS,S&R has the 
ability to improve 
prospects of and outlook 
for children, young 
people and their families. 

R1.1 The Green Space Strategy must embrace the findings 
and conclusions of this study and the Borough’s Play 
Strategy with regard to provision for children and young 
people. 

 R1.2 Part 2 of this report, together with the Play Strategy 
provide area specific recommendations with regard to 
the improvement of opportunities for children and young 
people, and these should be pursued through the Green 
Space Strategy. 

   

R2 OS,S&R has the 
ability to bind 
communities together. 

R2.1 Adopt the standards suggested in this report through the 
Local Development Framework (LDF). 

 R2.2 Develop a Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) to 
aid with the interpretation and application of the 
standards. 

 R2.3 Ensure that the interpretation and application of adopted 
new standards embrace the importance of open space 
being of high quality, both through SPD and the Green 
Space Strategy. 

   

R3 OS,S&R can assist 
in the Education of young 
people. 

R3.1 Ensure the Green Space Strategy and Play Strategy 
articulate and promote the relationship between the 
provision of equipped space for young people, and 
service provision (such as linking youth provision with 
youth ‘outreach’ and sports development work.) 

 R3.2 Ensure the Green Space Strategy promotes the 
imaginative ‘opening up’ of school facilities for wider 
community use in conjunction with local schools and the 
Education Authority. 

   

R4 Well conceived open 
spaces and recreation 
corridors within the 
Borough also benefit the 
natural Environment 

R4.1 Ensure that future reviews of the LDF and SPD cover 
the possibilities for creating both utility and recreation 
routes for use by foot and bike in both urban and rural 
areas. Creative application of the Informal Green Space 
and Accessible Natural Green Space components of the 
proposed overall standard in respect of new 
development will be possible.  

 R4.2 Ensure that the proposed Green Space Strategy 
addresses changing the management regime of some 
existing spaces (especially in urban areas lacking 
access to natural green space within easy walking 
distance).  

 R4.3 Ensure that the Green Space Strategy and future 
reviews of the Development Framework recognise the 
need when planning for all types of recreation 
opportunity to take into account people’s preparedness 
to travel, and requirements for different types of space. 
For children and young people this means easy access 
by foot/cycle. 
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Policy Principle Action 
point 
reference 

Description 

 

   

R5 OS,S&R can provide 
benefits in terms of 
reduced spending on 
Health and Social Care. 

R5.1 Ensure that the Green Space Strategy encourages 
agencies and local groups to work together to use open 
spaces and recreation corridors for ‘health based’ 
initiatives. Natural spaces, green routes, allotments etc 
all potentially have a very important role to play in 
improving levels of health within the community. 

   

R6  Attractive OS,S&R 
facilities can help 
promote Jobs and 
Regeneration. 

R6.1 Ensure that through a Supplementary Planning 
Document the interpretation and application of adopted 
new standards embrace the importance of open space 
being of high quality. 

 R6.2 Work with developers and local business interests to 
maximise the support for the proposed new standards 
by the local development industry, in particular. 

 R6.3 Develop a business plan to assist in the long term 
maintenance of open space. 

   

R7 Well conceived and 
managed OS,S&R 
facilities can help impact 
positively on issues of 
Community Safety. 

R7.1 Ensure that the Green Space Strategy embraces the 
need to provide opportunities for young people within its 
remit. 

 R7.2 Ensure that  the Green Space Strategy recognises and 
address the comments highlighted in the consultation 
underpinning this document about concerns in relation 
to vandalism, graffiti, and concerns about safety in 
respect of the use of open space. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Area profiles 
 
These area profiles form part of a larger study of open space in North Warwickshire, using guidance provided under ‘PPG 17’, and 
should be read in context with the overall findings of the study (part 1).   
 
The profiles give detail at a local level in relation to the provision of open space and recreational facilities by ‘Local Need Area’ 
(LNA). 
 
Eleven LNA’s have been identified across the Borough (see map 1), these make use of existing administrative boundaries (by ward), 
and take into account where people live (settlement areas), and any ‘barriers to access’ to facilities, such as major roads. 
 
Each catchment area has been analysed using the North Warwickshire standards for open space, outlined in part 1 of the report.  The 
profiles include the following information: 
 
• Relevant census data/ information from local plan for the area.  This is important when considering the current and future needs 

of the population for open space provision. 
• Location and types of open space. 
• Quality of open space. 
• Access to open space. 
• Quantity of open space. 
• Strategic priorities for open space. 
 
The eleven LNA’s are summarised below: 
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A) Coleshill – comprising Coleshill North and Coleshill South 

 
B) Water Orton 
 
C) Curdworth and Hurley & Wood End 
 
D) Kingsbury 
 
F) Arley & Whitacre 
 
F) Atherstone and Mancetter – comprising Atherstone 
 Central, Atherstone North, Atherstone South and Mancetter 

 
H) Polesworth and  Dordon – comprising Polesworth East, 
 Polesworth West and Dordon 

 
H) Baddesley & Grendon 
 
I) Fillongley 
 
J) Hartshill 
 
K) Newton Regis & Warton 
 

Map 1 Local Need Areas 
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2.0 KEY ISSUES FROM MAIN STUDY 
 
2.1 Typology 
 
2.1.1 Introduction 
 
PPG17 requires open spaces and recreation facilities to be given a ‘typology’, these are outlined in part 1 of the report.  The study 
has considered sites as ‘multi-functional’, for example where an open space has areas for sport, play and informal recreation (e.g. a 
parish recreation ground), these areas are mapped separately, as demonstrated in map 2 below: 
 

Map 2 Multi-functional nature of site 
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2.1.2 Typology 
 
Part 1 of the report identifies the following typology for open space and recreation facilities.  Those with (S) indicate typologies 
where standards of provision have been proposed. 
 
• Parks & Gardens (S) 
• Informal Open Space (S) 
• Outdoor Sports Space (S) 
• Children & Young People’s space (S) 
• Natural Greenspace (S) 
• Allotments (S) 
• Sports Halls and Swimming Pools (S) 
• Synthetic Turf Pitches (STP’s) (S) 
• Community Buildings and Halls (S)  
• Churchyards and Cemeteries 
• Walkways and Cycleways 
 
The facilities listed above are analysed at a number of levels, as follows: 
 
• Facilities that are provided with at a Borough wide level, such as swimming pools.  These are analysed on a strategic level in Part 1 

of the report. 
• Facilities that are provided at a local level, such as open space.  These are analysed in the catchment area profiles. 
• Facilities that are included within the typology, but have not had ‘standards’ proposed (justified in part 1 of the report).   
  
The following summarises how and where each of the typologies are analysed: 
 
Facilities covered at a strategic level 
(Part 1) 

Facilities covered at a local level (Part 2) Facilities which have not had ‘standards’ 
proposed 

• Country Parks 
• Allotments 
• Sports Halls and Swimming Pools 
• Synthetic Turf Pitches (STP’s) 
• Community buildings and halls 

• Parks & Gardens 
• Informal Open Space 
• Outdoor Sports Space 
• Children & Young People’s space 
• Natural greenspace 

• Churchyards and Cemeteries 
• Walkways and Cycleways 
• Outdoor sport (limited access) 
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2.2 Quality of open space 
 
2.2.1 Scoring criteria 
 
The quality audit criteria has been built upon guidance provided in the ‘PPG 17 companion guide’, and criteria used as part of Green 
Flag, ‘Raising the standard’.  Sites were given a generic assessment against a number of criteria which are each made up of several 
sub-criteria (see audit form).  The following criteria are considered: 
 
• Access 
• Management and maintenance 
• Conservation & Heritage 
• Design 
• Safety 
• Community Involvement 
• Marketing 
• Sustainability 
• Value 
 
2.2.2 Scoring 
 
For each category, scores were given from 0-5 as follows: 
 
0 not applicable 
1  Very Poor 
2  Poor 
3 Moderate 
4 Good 
5  Very Good 
 
2.2.3 Potential to improve scores 
 
Each category was also given a ‘potential to improve score’ using the same scoring system.  The resulting figures give a total score 
and a total potential to improve score, which in turn identifies a ‘gap’ between existing quality and potential quality.   
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These scores are also represented as percentages.  The percentage figures represent the difference between the quality of existing 
provision and the maximum potential of that site – giving a % gap score which represents the potential that site has to improve.  The 
following scores indicate the potential to improve: 
 
Percentage Potential to improve 
0 – 29% Very little potential.  Low priority for investment.   
30 - 50% Sites with some potential for improvement.  Sites above 30% should be focused on for investment.   

51 – 100% Sites with significant potential for improvement.  Could include sites where there are some ‘quick wins’. 
 
Throughout the area profiles, the gap scores have been used to make observations about the quality of facilities.  A summary of all 
the scores are outlined in appendix 2.  The actual and percentage scores are given for each scoring category, however, no ‘overall 
score’ is given, as this results in an ‘averaging’ out of the scores across the categories, resulting in misleading results. 
 
2.2.4 Using the database 
 
An electronic quality audit database has been developed as part of this study which is intended for use by Council Officers.  The 
database allows information to be interpreted in many ways, and it is specifically designed to be a ‘working tool’, which can be used 
for specific enquiries related to the provision and quality of open space as and when required. 
 
These enquiries may be in the form of planning enquiries, for example to determine where developer contributions from a new 
development would be best directed in the area; or, they may help inform open space management decisions and priorities, for 
example determining where funding should be targeted or areas of open space which are in most need of improving. 
 
It is not the intention of this report to envisage every scenario or potential enquiry, therefore, the analysis of the quality data will 
focus on quality against the key criteria of access, welcoming, management, maintenance etc.  The particular focus will be on sites 
where there are gaps in provision, i.e. where there are gaps between its existing quality score and its maximum potential.  This will 
therefore draw out sites where there is the most potential for improvement.   
 
It is important to have an understanding of all the data from the audits in making the analysis, as a site which is very poor may have 
very little potential for improvement (e.g. it is a back land site), and therefore will have few gaps in quality even though it is a very 
poor site.  These situations are few and far between, but highlights the importance of using the whole database to make decisions on 
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a specific site.  Appendix 2 shows a summary description of each site, the percentage gaps in quality scores for each category, and a 
summary of recommended improvements.   
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2.3 Access to open space 
 
2.3.1 Overall access to open space 
 
Section 1 of the report outlines access standards to different types of open space within the Borough, a summary of the main 
standards covered in the area profiles is shown in Table 1: 
 
Table 1 Access standards for open space 
 
Typology Access Standard 
Parks & Gardens Town parks    450m 

Pocket parks  250m 
Informal green space 100 m 
Accessible natural greenspace 450m 
Children & Young People’s Space JOP’s   450m 

YOP’s   600m 
Outdoor sports facilities Target   450m 

Minimum   3000m 
 
For each Local Need Area, the following is shown in relation to access to open space: 
 
• A map showing access to the different types of open space against the access standards outlined above (appendix 5). 
• Observations related to access to each typology. 
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2.4 Quantity of open space 
 
2.4.1 Quantity standards for open space 
 
Part 1 of the report outlines the quantity standards for open space within the Borough, a summary of those minimum standards is 
shown below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.4.2 Quantities of different types of open space 
 
These standards have been applied at a local level to determine the provision of different types of open space across the adopted 
minimum standard, this is summarised in each profile, showing: 
 
• the existing quantity of open space (existing provision) 
• the required quantity of open space for the population of the area (required provision) 
• the surplus or deficiency of open space 
• Supply against the standard. 

Parks & 
Gardens 

(0.5 
ha/1000) 

Natural 
Green 
Space  
(0.5 

ha/1000 

Informal 
Green 
Space  
(0.5 

ha/1000) 

Equipped 
Children & 

Young 
People’s 

Space  
(0.13 

ha/1000) 

Overall Open Space Standard 
 

3.73 ha/1000 people 
 

Outdoor 
Sports 
Space 
(1.6 

ha/1000) 

Allotments
(0.5ha/ 
1000) 
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2.4.3 Quantity standards 
 
Each area profile shows the ‘existing’ and ‘required’ provision of open space.  The figures given for existing provision show the 
current quantity of each typology of open space (as hectares and hectares/1000).  The figures given for required provision show the 
required provision against the proposed standards (as hectares and hectares/1000).  The following typologies are assessed: 
 
 
• Parks & Gardens 
• Informal open space 
• Children & young people’s space 
• Outdoor sports facilities 
• Natural greenspace 
 
Figures are also provided for the existing provision of Churchyards & cemeteries and Outdoor sport (limited access).  Although these 
typologies have no ‘standard’, it is important to know the existing quantities to inform strategic decisions about open space provision. 
 
2.5 Maps of open space 
 
Maps of open space are presented and referred to throughout this report.  For each area, a map is provided showing the existing 
provision of open space.  Each site is identified with a unique reference number, the majority of sites also have a unique code, for 
example site 1 has a code COR02 and is identified as a Cemetery and Churchyard.  Throughout the report, the site code is referred 
to.  A list of all the unique reference numbers and site codes is shown at appendix 6. 
 
Maps are also provided in appendix 5 showing the access standards for open space.  Analysis of these maps by sub area is made in this 
part of the report.   
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A) COLESHILL 
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A) 1.0 Description of catchment area 

1.1 Population 

Coleshill North 3190 

Coleshill South 3153 

Total   6,343 

1.2 Location & Demographics 

Coleshill is well located in relation to the national motorway network, with the M42 close by to the west and the M6 to the south. The 
town's by-pass connects to the junction of the M42/M6 in the south.  

The national and international freight distribution park at Hams Hall is based on the outskirts of Coleshill.  

Road, rail and telecommunications links coupled with extensive site availability have attracted major logistics companies to the area. 

Coleshill has a lively evening atmosphere, with several traditional public houses, restaurants and bars.  

Major national and international golfing events such as the English Open and the Ryder Cup are held at the nearby Forest of Arden and 
the Belfry Golf Clubs.  

A number of small, independent shops cater for the needs of local people and visitors. 

 
A) 2.0 Location and types of open space 
 
The following map shows the provision of open space within the sub area: 



 14



 15

A) 3.0 Quality of open space 
 
3.1 Quality of sites by theme 
 
The following section outlines the quality of sites by theme, it gives examples of sites with significant potential to improve, and 
makes recommendations for improvements within the area. 
 
3.1.1 Welcoming 
 
Two sites show significant opportunity for improvement COL 09 and COL11.  COL 09 is a poor play area adjacent to Coleshill 
community centre, and would benefit from improved entrances and signage.  COL 11 is the large riverside park, which would benefit 
from signs and interpretation. 
 
3.1.2 Access 
 
There are two sites with significant opportunity for improvement, COL05 and COL 11.  COL 05 is the large park adjacent to Coleshill 
Leisure Centre, access could be improved through better footpaths and signage at key locations, there is a good opportunity to 
improve access for disabled people in this park.  COL 11 would also benefit from improved footpaths and signage. 
 
3.1.3 Management & Maintenance 
 
This was not found to be a significant issue across the area, there was some attention to detail required at the two parks (COL 05 and 
COL 11). 
 
3.1.4 Conservation & Heritage 
 
No significant issues across the area. 
 
3.1.5 Healthy, Safe & Secure 
 
No significant issues across the area. 
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3.1.6 Community Involvement 
 
The most significant site for improvement is COL09) the play area adjacent to the community centre, which is in a very poor state of 
repair and needs community involvement to decide its future. 
 
3.1.7 Value 
 
There are two sites with significant opportunity for improvement, COL05 and COL09.  COL05, has the potential to become an 
excellent park, through the development of a management plan, whilst the provision of the play facility at COL09, adjacent to the 
community centre needs consideration. 
 
3.2 Quality of sites by typology 
 
The following section looks at quality of sites by their typology using examples of sites where improvements are required. 
 
3.2.1 Parks & Gardens 
 
The main park is COL05 adjacent to the leisure centre, this park has the potential to become an excellent park and achieve ‘Green 
Flag status’.  This would require the development and implementation of a good management plan. 
 
There is also a riverside park, COL11, which would also benefit from a management plan, with particular attention required to 
maintenance (e.g. shrub beds), and the provision of signage and interpretation. 
 
3.2.2 Informal open space 
 
There are significant numbers of ‘amenity buffers’ within the area, which are largely well maintained, with trees in good condition.  
There are several buffers around COL12, which are currently being developed for housing, which in light of the sufficient supply of 
informal open space in the area would seem acceptable.  However, consideration should be given to securing funds to improve other 
open space in the area if open space is disposed of. 
 
3.2.3 Natural Greenspace 
 
There were no significant areas of natural greenspace assessed as part of the audit. 
 



 17

3.2.4 Space for Children & Young People 
 
The following section has been taken from the North Warwickshire Play Strategy (2007 – 12), which was undertaken at the same time 
as this study, and drew on quality data from this study:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.2.5 Outdoor Sport 
 
A number of the sites within the area are schools or are privately owned.  There is only one facility with unrestricted public access, 
which is the park adjacent to the leisure centre (COL 05), which has good facilities for football, cricket and tennis. 

Coleshill benefits from good quality provision at the park adjacent to the leisure centre. This covers toddler, junior and youth
provision. It is centrally located within the town. 
 
There is however a shortfall as regards access from the north of the town to junior play and youth facilities/kickabout area.
Development of the site off Station Road/Temple Way, next to community centre should be considered an important priority.
Currently this is a very poor quality site. 
 
The south of the town should also be considered for provision of a new junior play area. 
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A) 4.0 Access to open space 
 
Maps 13,14 and 15 (appendix 5) show access to the different types of open space across the area.  The table below shows the access 
standard for each typology and provision against the standard for the Local Need Area: 
 
Typology Access Standard Provision against standard 
Parks & Gardens Town parks   450m 

Pocket parks 250m 
There are two large parks in the centre of the Town, which provide 
good access to the majority of the population, there are gaps in 
access in the north and south of the Town. 

Informal green space 100 m There is good access to informal open space across the Town, there 
is a gap in the centre of the town, however there is good access to a 
large park here. 

Accessible natural 
greenspace 

450m No areas were assessed as part of the audit 

Children & Young People’s 
Space 

JOP’s  450m 
YOP’s  600m 

Good provision across the centre of the town, gap in provision in 
junior play in the south and youth facilities in the north. 

Outdoor sports facilities Target  450m 
Minimum  3000m 

Gap in access in the north of the town. 
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A) 5.0 Quantity of open space 
 

Typology 

Existing 
provision 
(Ha) 

Existing 
provision 
(ha/1000)  

Required 
provision 
(Ha) 

Required 
provision 
(ha/1000) 

Supply 
(ha) 

Supply 
(ha/1000) Supply Number 

Parks & Gardens 6.55 1.03 3.17 0.50 3.38 0.53 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 2 

Outdoor Sports Space 12.66 2.00 10.15 1.60 2.51 0.40 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 10 

Children & Young Peoples Space 0.36 0.06 0.82 0.13 -0.46 -0.07 UNDER SUPPLY 4 

Informal Greenspace 10.51 1.66 3.17 0.50 7.34 1.16 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 19 

Natural Greenspace 1.09 0.17 3.17 0.50 -2.08 -0.33 UNDER SUPPLY 1 

Allotments 2.98 0.47 3.17 0.50 -0.19 -0.03 UNDER SUPPLY 4 

Churchyards & Cemeteries 2.11 0.33 0.00 0.00 2.11 0.33 N/A 1 
Outdoor Sports Space (Limited 
Access) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

N/A 
0 

         

Overall supply (accessible) 36.26 5.72 23.66 3.73 12.60 1.99 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY   

Overall supply (including limited 
access)  36.26 5.72 23.66 3.73 12.60 1.99 

SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY   

 
Overall there is a sufficient supply of open space across the area.  There is an undersupply of children and young people’s provision, 
natural greenspace, and a small under supply of allotments. 
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A) 6.0 Strategic priorities for open space 
 
• Develop management plans for the two parks in the area (COL05 and COL11), with the potential for COL05 to become a ‘Green 

Flag’ park. 
 
• Consider the future use of the play area adjacent to the community centre (COL09). 
 
• Provide additional play facilities for junior play in the south of the area. 
 
• The play facility at COL 11 should be seen as an example of good play provision. 
 
• Demand for additional football pitches in the town could potentially be met through use of school sites.  There is currently only 

one fully accessible site in the area COL05. 
 
• There is sufficient supply of informal open space in the area, some of which could offer the opportunity for alternative uses. 
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B)  WATER ORTON 
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B) 1.0 Description of catchment area 

1.1 Population 

3,573 

1.2 Location & Demographics 

Water Orton ward forms a fairly tight boundary around Water Orton itself, with no real surrounding rural area. The M42 runs through 
the eastern part of the ward, and the M6 runs through the south-western corner. The ward shares boundaries with Birmingham and 
Solihull Metropolitan areas. 

 
B) 2.0 Location and types of open space 
 
The following map shows the provision of open space within the sub area: 
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B) 3.0 Quality of open space 
 
3.1 Quality of sites by theme 
 
The following section outlines the quality of sites by theme, it gives examples of sites with significant potential to improve, and 
makes recommendations for the improvements required within the area. 
 
3.1.1 Access 
 
There are two sites with significant opportunity for improvement, WOR03 and WOR08.  WOR03 is an informal space with two play 
areas, which would benefit from improved links between the play facilities.  WOR08 is an amenity buffer at a junction with a road, 
but could act as an improved crossing point. 
 
3.1.2 Management & Maintenance 
 
Not a significant issue across the area. 
 
3.1.3 Conservation & Heritage 
 
The churchyard, WOR07b shows opportunity for improvement, for example through improved tree and shrub planting. 
 
3.1.4 Healthy, Safe & Secure 
 
Not a significant issue across the area. 
 
3.1.5 Community Involvement 
 
Not a significant issue across the area. 
 
3.1.6 Value 
 
Not a significant issue across the area. 
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3.2 Quality of sites by typology 
 
The following section looks at quality of sites by their typology, using examples of sites where improvements are required. 
 
3.2.1 Parks & Gardens 
 
There are no formal park within the area, however, the recreation ground, WOR01 fills a number of functions including play and 
sport.  It would benefit from some improved facilities, particularly to entrances, an improved footpath network and signage. 
 
3.2.2 Informal open space 
 
There are a significant number of amenity buffers within the area, which offer significant value in terms of visual attraction of the 
area. 
 
3.2.3 Natural Greenspace 
 
There were no areas assessed as part of the audit. 
 
3.2.4 Space for Children & Young People 
 
There are three play spaces within the area, at George Road, Openfield Croft and The Green.  There is the potential to provide an 
additional facility to the north of the recreation ground, as there is a large road to cross to access the recreation ground (this could 
be provided at WOR12). 
 
3.2.5 Outdoor Sport 
 
The recreation ground WOR01, offers publicly accessible facilities for football. There are a number of private facilities within the 
area, including tennis courts and football pitches at WOR19.  There is also a rugby club on the outskirts of the Village. 
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B) 4.0 Access to open space 
 
Maps 3-9 in Appendix 5 show access to the different types of open space across the area.  The table below shows the access standard 
for each typology and provision against the standard for the Local Need Area: 
 
Typology Access Standard Provision against standard 
Parks & Gardens Town parks   450m 

Pocket parks 250m 
The recreation ground offers access to most of the area. 

Informal green space 100 m There is good access across most of the area. 

Accessible natural greenspace 450m None assessed 

Children & Young People’s 
Space 

JOP’s  450m 
YOP’s  600m 

There is junior play provided at the recreation ground, there is 
good access to this.  

Outdoor sports facilities Target  450m 
Minimum  3000m 

The recreation ground is accessible to most of the area. 
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B) 5.0 Quantity of open space 
 

Typology 
Existing 
provision 
(Ha) 

Existing 
provision 
(ha/1000)  

Required 
provision 
(Ha) 

Required 
provision 
(ha/1000) 

Supply 
(ha) 

Supply 
(ha/1000) Supply Number 

Parks & Gardens 0.00 0.00 1.79 0.50 -1.79 -0.50 UNDER SUPPLY 0 

Outdoor Sports Space 2.01 0.56 5.72 1.60 -3.71 -1.04 UNDER SUPPLY 4 

Children & Young Peoples Space 0.13 0.03 0.46 0.13 -0.33 -0.09 UNDER SUPPLY 3 

Informal Greenspace 3.78 1.06 1.79 0.50 1.99 0.56 SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 15 

Natural Greenspace 0.00 0.00 1.79 0.50 -1.79 -0.50 UNDER SUPPLY 0 

Allotments 1.30 0.36 1.79 0.50 -0.49 -0.14 UNDER SUPPLY 1 

Churchyards & Cemeteries 0.40 0.11 0.00 0.00 0.40 0.11 N/A 3 
Outdoor Sports Space (Limited 
Access) 1.25 0.35 0.00 0.00 1.25 0.35 N/A 1 

         

Overall supply (accessible) 7.49 2.10 13.33 3.73 -5.84 -1.63 UNDER SUPPLY   

Overall supply (including limited 
access)  8.74 2.45 13.33 3.73 -4.59 -1.28 UNDER SUPPLY   

 
Overall, there is an under supply of open space within the area.  Most significant is an under supply of accessible outdoor sports 
facilities, however, other sports facilities in the area with ‘limited access’, clearly play a role in meeting local need. 
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B) 6.0 Strategic priorities for open space 
 
• Seek additional provision of outdoor sports facilities, especially access to the football pitches at WOR19, tennis courts at WOR06 

and the cricket ground, WOR04. 
 
• Produce a management plan for improving the facilities at the parish recreation ground WOR01, especially provision of footpaths, 

entrances and signage. 
 
• Upgrade the play area at the Parish recreation ground. 
 
• Consider the provision of an additional smaller play on the other side of the main road (north) of the recreation ground (this could 

be achieved through upgrading site WOR12). 
 
• Seek provision of additional open space, particularly for outdoor sport or children’s play. 
 
• There is potential for reducing the quantity of informal open space in the area, if funds can be secured to improve existing 

facilities (e.g. recreation ground). 
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C)  CURDWORTH AND  
HURLEY & WOOD END 
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C) 1.0 Description of catchment area 

1.1 Population 

Curdworth    3360 

Hurley & Wood End  3642 

Total    7002 

1.2 Location & Demographics 

Curdworth covers a large rural area, including Curdworth itself as well as Piccadilly, Wishaw, Middleton, Marston, Bodymoor Heath, 
Lea Marston, Whitacre Heath, Nether Whitacre and Stoke End. Both the M6 and M42 go through the ward, and Curdworth also includes 
Kingsbury Water Park and the Belfry. 

Hurley and Wood End covers the area of Coleshill to the south of Birmingham Road. The ward includes a number of key transport 
routes, including the M42, M6 and M6 toll motorways. 

C) 2.0 Location and types of open space 
 
The following map shows the provision of open space within the sub area: 
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C) 3.0 Quality of open space 
 
3.1 Quality of sites by theme 
 
The following section outlines the quality of sites by theme, it gives examples of sites with significant potential to improve, and 
makes recommendations for the improvements required within the area. 
 
3.1.1 Access 
 
The majority of sites within the area have opportunity for improving access, some sites are a particular priority, for example, the play 
area at Middleton (site 16 - MID02), which is behind the community centre, with only one entrance, no footpaths to the area and poor 
linkage between play equipment. 
 
Other improvements include the need for better entrances, signage and footpaths in key routes (e.g. the recreation ground, site  
CUR02). 
 
3.1.2 Management & Maintenance 
 
Not a significant issue across the area, several sites have some potential for improvement, but this tends to be based on 
improvements to one or two facilities, e.g. entrances, benches and bins at MID02, or improvement to footpaths at the churchyard in 
Curdworth (CUR01). 
 
3.1.3 Conservation & Heritage 
 
A number of sites show potential for improvement, for example the community hall at Lea Marston could be improved, whilst other 
sites show potential for improvement to natural features such as the play area and open space at Lea Marston (LEA02). 
 
3.1.4 Healthy, Safe & Secure 
 
Not a significant issue across the area, largely as sites are located in small rural villages.  There is potential for improvement with 
some facilities, largely associated with improving access to sites e.g. open space and play area at Middleton (MID02). 
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3.1.5 Community Involvement 
 
A number of sites showing some potential for improvement, these are sites where there is potential for improvement and new 
facilities, which should be developed in consultation with the local community and according to local needs, of note are the play 
areas and open space at Middleton (MID02), and at Lea Marston (LEA 02). 
 
3.1.6 Value 
 
Not a significant issue across the area, again the priorities linked to the play areas and open spaces at MID02 and LEA02. 
 
3.2 Quality of sites by typology 
 
The following section looks at quality of sites by their typology, using examples of sites where improvements are required. 
 
3.2.1 Parks & Gardens 
 
There are no formal parks and gardens within the area. 
 
3.2.2 Informal open space 
 
There are a number of informal open spaces acting as visual buffers, there are also informal open spaces with facilities such as MID02 
and LEA02, which both have play areas, and have the potential for improvement.  These sites are located in small rural villages, 
therefore any improvements would need to be made in consultation with local people and according to specific local needs. 
 
3.2.3 Natural Greenspace 
 
As the area is very rural in nature, there are numerous public rights of way across the area.  A key route is in Lea Marston (adjacent to 
the church), which has a signed route and walk through a green corridor. 
 
3.3.4 Space for Children & Young People 
 
The play areas at MID02 and LEA02 are in need of updating and improvement.  There is a good facility for children and young people 
at CUR02. 
 



 34

3.3.5 Outdoor Sport 
 
There is a large facility at CUR02, which includes facilities for play, a skate ramp, football and tennis courts, it is generally a good 
facility, however, the tennis courts are in need of improvement. 
 
There is also a recreation ground at Nether Whitacre, and a football pitch at Lea Marston.  The site in Wishaw (WIS01) is a cricket 
ground and football pitch, which is only accessible by a country lane.   A number of sites are not openly accessible to the public 
(MID03, MID05).   
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C) 4.0 Access to open space 
 
Maps 3-9 in Appendix 5 show access to the different types of open space across the area.  The table below shows the access standard 
for each typology and provision against the standard for the Local Need Area: 
 
Typology Access Standard Provision against standard 
Parks & Gardens Town parks    450m 

Pocket parks  250m 
None present 

Informal green space 100 m There is good access to informal open 
space within the settlement areas. 

Accessible natural greenspace 450m Generally there is access to natural 
greenspace through rights of way. 

Children & Young People’s Space JOP’s   450m 
YOP’s   600m 

The main settlements have good access to 
play facilities.  

Outdoor sports facilities Target   450m 
Minimum   3000m 

There is access to facilities in Lea Marston 
and Nether Whitacre, but no facilities in 
Middleton. 
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C) 5.0 Quantity of open space 
 

Typology 
Existing 
provision 
(Ha) 

Existing 
provision 
(ha/1000)  

Required 
provision 
(Ha) 

Required 
provision 
(ha/1000) 

Supply 
(ha) 

Supply 
(ha/1000) Supply Number 

Parks & Gardens 0.00 0.00 3.50 0.50 -3.50 -0.50 UNDER SUPPLY 0 

Outdoor Sports Space 27.91 3.99 11.20 1.60 16.71 2.39 SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 13 

Children & Young Peoples 
Space 0.92 0.13 0.91 0.13 0.01 0.00 SUFFICIENT 

SUPPLY 7 

Informal Greenspace 4.65 0.66 3.50 0.50 1.15 0.16 SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 24 

Natural Greenspace 271.16 38.73 3.50 0.50 267.66 38.23 SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 6 

Allotments 0.36 0.05 3.50 0.50 -3.14 -0.45 UNDER SUPPLY 1 

Churchyards & Cemeteries 3.35 0.48 0.00 0.00 3.35 0.48 N/A 11 

Outdoor Sports Space (Limited 
Access) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 N/A 0 

         

Overall supply (accessible) 308.35 44.04 26.12 3.73 282.23 40.31 SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY   

Overall supply (including 
limited access)  308.35 44.04 26.12 3.73 282.23 40.31 SUFFICIENT 

SUPPLY   

 
Overall, there is a sufficient quantity of publicly accessible open space within the area, however, the distribution of open space is 
spread out over a wide area due to the rural nature of the catchment.  The area also has access to rights of way and the wider 
countryside. 
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C) 6.0 Strategic priorities for open space 
 
• Ensure there is no loss of publicly accessible open space within the area. 
 
• Work with the local community to develop improvement plans for the open space and play areas at Middleton and Lea Marston 

(MID02 and LEA02). 
 
• Write a management plan for the site at Curdworth (CUR02) to ensure ongoing improvement of facilities, there is a particular need 

to improve the tennis courts here. 
 
• Look at promoting / better signing access to rights of way across the area. 
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D) KINGSBURY 

 
 



 39

D) 1.0 Description of catchment area 

1.1 Population 

3,779 

1.2 Location & Demographics 

The M42 splits the ward, with Kingsbury itself to the south and a more rural area, containing Cliff, to the north. The 
Tamworth/Coventry Road runs north-south through the ward and the western boundary runs parallel to Kingsbury Water Park. 

D) 2.0 Location and types of open space 
 
The following map shows the provision of open space within the sub area: 
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D) 3.0 Quality of open space 
 
3.1 Quality of sites by theme 
 
The following section outlines the quality of sites by theme, it gives examples of sites with significant potential to improve, and 
makes recommendations for the improvements required within the area. 
 
3.1.1 Access 
 
A number of sites would benefit from low key improvement to access, including a number of the informal open spaces such as KIN09 
which provide links through the housing, but could be improved for access, particularly for the less able. 
 
3.1.2 Management & Maintenance 
 
A number of the informal open spaces could have improved maintenance (e.g. KIN01, KIN07), particularly in key areas which provide 
linkages through the housing areas, particularly with regards to availability of dog bins and improved litter clearance. 
 
3.1.3 Conservation & Heritage 
 
Not a significant issue across the area. 
 
3.1.4 Healthy, Safe & Secure 
 
Not a significant issue across the area. 
 
3.1.5 Community Involvement 
 
Opportunity for improving some of the informal open spaces through community planting (e.g. bulb planting with local schools). 
 
3.1.6 Value 
 
Not a significant issue, although, improvement of a number of the amenity spaces within the housing areas would increase their value 
to local people. 
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3.2 Quality of sites by typology 
 
The following section looks at quality of sites by their typology, using examples of sites where improvements are required. 
 
3.2.1 Parks & Gardens 
 
There are no formal parks and gardens in the area. 
 
3.2.2 Informal open space 
 
There are several areas of informal open space, areas within the housing where there are walkways and linkages should be improved, 
particularly in terms of maintenance and providing opportunity for improved planting. 
 
3.2.3 Natural Greenspace 
 
Kingsbury Country Park is within easy reach of the area and offers a significant resource for the local community and the Borough as a 
whole.  The park is well managed and provides for both recreation and conservation.  Ongoing management of the park should be a 
priority through implementation of site management plans. 
 
3.2.4 Space for Children & Young People 
 
There are a lack of play facilities within the area, the only equipped provision at Sycamore Road (KIN05) and Church Lane, however, 
these are very limited in terms of the quality and range of provision.  There are no youth facilities within the area. 
 
3.2.5 Outdoor Sport 
 
There is only one accessible sports ground within the area, and at the time of the audit this appeared to be unused for sport.  There 
are also school playing fields at KIN12, with good provision for football, although public access to these is unclear. 
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D) 4.0 Access to open space 
 
Maps 3-9 in Appendix 5 show access to the different types of open space across the area.  The table below shows the access standard 
for each typology and provision against the standard for the Local Need Area: 
 
Typology Access Standard Provision against standard 
Parks & Gardens Town parks    450m 

Pocket parks  250m 
No provision 

Informal green space 100 m Gap in the centre of the area 
Accessible natural greenspace 450m None assessed 
Children & Young People’s Space JOP’s   450m 

YOP’s   600m 
Good access to junior facilities (although limited 
quality and range of provision in the south), no access 
to youth facilities. 

Outdoor sports facilities Target   450m 
Minimum   3000m 

Gap in access in the south of the area 

 



 44

D) 5.0 Quantity of open space 
 

Typology 

Existing 
provision 
(Ha) 

Existing 
provision 
(ha/1000)  

Required 
provision 
(Ha) 

Required 
provision 
(ha/1000) 

Supply 
(ha) 

Supply 
(ha/1000) Supply Number 

Parks & Gardens 0.00 0.00 1.89 0.50 -1.89 -0.50 
UNDER 
SUPPLY 0 

Outdoor Sports Space 2.22 0.59 6.05 1.60 -3.83 -1.01 
UNDER 
SUPPLY 1 

Children & Young Peoples 
Space 0.03 0.01 0.49 0.13 -0.46 -0.12 

UNDER 
SUPPLY 2 

Informal Greenspace 2.24 0.59 1.89 0.50 0.35 0.09 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 10 

Natural Greenspace 2.87 0.76 1.89 0.50 0.98 0.26 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 1 

Allotments 0.00 0.00 1.89 0.50 -1.89 -0.50 
UNDER 
SUPPLY 0 

Churchyards & Cemeteries 0.96 0.25 0.00 0.00 0.96 0.25 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 2 

Outdoor Sports Space (Limited 
Access) 4.10 1.08 0.00 0.00 4.10 1.08 

SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 1 

                  

Overall supply (accessible) 8.32 2.20 14.10 3.73 -5.78 -1.53 
UNDER 
SUPPLY   

Overall supply (including sites 
of limited access)  12.42 3.29 14.10 3.73 -1.68 -0.44 

UNDER 
SUPPLY   

 
The overall quantity of publicly accessible open space within the area falls below the standard of provision, across the area, there is 
an under supply of Children and Young People’s Space, Parks and Gardens and Allotments. 
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D) 6.0 Strategic priorities for open space 
 
• There is a lack of quality open space within the area (with the exception of Kingsbury Country Park), and significant investment is 

required to raise the standard of provision across the area and across different types of open space. 
 
• There is a need for new facilities for junior play across the area, improvement of existing facilities at KIN05 and KIN09 provide 

opportunity for this. 
 
• There is a need for additional facilities for outdoor sport within the area, this could potentially be met through community access 

to the school site. 
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F)  ARLEY & WHITACRE 
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F) 1.0 Description of catchment area 

1.1 Population 

5,444 

1.2 Location & Demographics 

Arley & Whitacre ward covers a number of rural settlements, including Old Arley, New Arley, Over Whitacre, Ansley, Ansley Common, 
Hill Top, Furnace End, Devitt's Green and Birchley Heath. 
 
F) 2.0 Location and types of open space 
 
The following map shows the provision of open space within the sub area: 
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F) 3.0 Quality of open space 
 
3.1 Quality of sites by theme 
 
The following section outlines the quality of sites by theme, it gives examples of sites with significant potential to improve, and 
makes recommendations for the improvements required within the area. 
 
3.1.1 Access 
 
A number of sites have the potential for improvement, for example NAR02 which would benefit from improved internal paths and 
entrances and NAR08 where there is opportunity for an improved internal footpath network. 
 
3.1.2 Management & Maintenance 
 
Not a significant issue across the area, a number of sites show some opportunity for improvement, but this tends to be attention to 
detail, for example improved maintenance of grass (NAR02, NAR03), better maintenance of footpaths (ARL01), and better provision of 
dog bins (NAR01). 
 
3.1.3 Conservation & Heritage 
 
Not a significant issue across the area. 
 
3.1.4 Healthy, Safe & Secure 
 
Few sites with significant opportunity for improvement, NAR08, is a disused site which would need safety improvements if to become 
publicly accessible. 
 
3.1.5 Community Involvement 
 
Not a significant issue, small number of sites with potential for improvement, e.g. ARL01, a play area and informal open space would 
benefit from involving the community in providing additional facilities if required. 
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3.1.6 Value 
 
Not a significant issue across the area. 
 
3.2 Quality of sites by typology 
 
The following section looks at quality of sites by their typology, using examples of sites where improvements are required. 
 
3.2.1 Parks & Gardens 
 
There are no formal parks and gardens in the area, there are however, a number of sites with multi-function, for example ARL01 and 
NAR01 which could accommodate additional facilities typical of a more formal park. 
 
3.2.2 Informal open space 
 
There are a number of visual buffers within the area, which contribute towards the attractiveness of the street scene.  There are no 
significant areas of larger informal open space. 
 
3.2.3 Natural Greenspace 
 
No accessible natural greenspace areas were assessed as part of the audit. 
 
3.2.4 Space for Children & Young People 
 
Facilities for young people in the area are well provided, with a skate ramp at ARL01, and teen shelter and MUGA at NAR03. 
 
Facilities for junior play are mixed, with good provision at ARL01, but less well provided for at NAR02. 
 
3.2.5 Outdoor Sport 
 
There are facilities for outdoor sport at NAR01 and ARL01, both are good facilities, forming part of the provision on multi use sites.  
These sites offer potential for development of additional facilities and focus for recreation in the area. 
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F) 4.0 Access to open space 
 
Maps 3-9 in Appendix 5 show access to the different types of open space across the area.  The table below shows the access standard 
for each typology and provision against the standard for the Local Need Area: 
 
Typology Access Standard Provision against standard 
Parks & Gardens Town parks    450m 

Pocket parks  250m 
No provision within the area 

Informal green space 100 m Meets standard of provision within the settlement 
areas 

Accessible natural greenspace 450m Falls below standard 

Children & Young People’s Space JOP’s   450m 
YOP’s   600m 

Good access to junior and youth provision in Arley.  
Access to junior provision in Ansley, but no youth 
provision. 

Outdoor sports facilities Target   450m 
Minimum   3000m 

Meets the standard within the settlement areas. 
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F) 5.0 Quantity of open space 
 

Typology 

Existing 
provision 
(Ha) 

Existing 
provision 
(ha/1000)  

Required 
provision 
(Ha) 

Required 
provision 
(ha/1000) 

Supply 
(ha) 

Supply 
(ha/1000) Supply Number 

Parks & Gardens 0.00 0.00 2.72 0.50 -2.72 -0.50 UNDER SUPPLY 0 

Outdoor Sports Space 12.29 2.26 8.71 1.60 3.58 0.66 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 5 

Children & Young Peoples Space 1.10 0.20 0.71 0.13 0.39 0.07 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 7 

Informal Greenspace 10.31 1.89 2.72 0.50 7.59 1.39 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 18 

Natural Greenspace 2.23 0.41 2.72 0.50 -0.49 -0.09 UNDER SUPPLY 1 

Allotments 4.66 0.86 2.72 0.50 1.94 0.36 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 5 

Churchyards & Cemeteries 2.00 0.37 0.00 0.00 2.00 0.37 N/A 8 
Outdoor Sports Space (Limited 
Access) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 N/A 0 

         

Overall supply (accessible) 32.59 5.99 20.31 3.73 12.28 2.26 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY   

Overall supply (including limited 
access)  32.59 5.99 20.31 3.73 12.28 2.26 

SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY   

 
This is a very rural area with settlements covering only a small percentage of the overall area.  Within the settlements, overall, there 
is a sufficient supply of open space across the local need area.  There is no provision for parks and gardens and a very small under 
supply of natural greenspace. 
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F) 6.0 Strategic priorities for open space 
 
• Develop improvement plans for the recreation grounds at NAR01 and ARL01, consider developing these sites as ‘hubs’ for 

recreation including sport and play. 
 
• Identify opportunity for improving access to the countryside through signing of footpaths, and suggested walks and routeways 

through the area. 
 
• Improve play facilities at NAR02. 
 
• Consider alternative use for the site at NAR08, which is currently overgrown open space, and surplus to requirement. 
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F)  ATHERSTONE AND MANCETTER 
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F) 1 .0 Description of catchment area 

1.1 Population 

Atherstone North    3,585  

Atherstone South & Mancetter  3,754 

Atherstone Central    3,448 

Total      10,787 

1.2 Location & Demographics 

Atherstone North ward covers the area to the north of Watling Street and, to the south, Sheepy Road, Windmill Road and Croft Road. 
 
Atherstone Central ward covers the area including Coleshill Road, Station Street and North Street. It contains within it the college, 
leisure complex and train station. 
 
The majority of the ward's population lives in Mancetter, although the ward does cover a rural area and extends as far west as Ridge 
Lane. Atherstone South & Mancetter ward also covers the Purley Park area, Oldbury reservoir and the Nuneaton Road. Dobbies and 
Purley Chase Golf Club are both located within the ward. 
 
F) 2.0 Location and types of open space 
 
The following map shows the provision of open space within the sub area: 
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F) 3.0 Quality of open space 
 
3.1 Quality of sites by theme 
 
The following section outlines the quality of sites by theme, it gives examples of sites with significant potential to improve, and 
makes recommendations for the improvements required within the area. 
 
3.1.1 Access 
 
A number of sites show significant opportunity for improvement: 
 
• ATH02 (45%) 
• ATH08 (50%) 
• ATH61 (50%) 
• ATH03 (50%) 
• ATH70 (38%) 
• ATH54 (90%) 
• ATH63 (82%) 
• MAN08 (63%) 
 
Whilst the majority of improvement could be achieved through improved footpaths, entrances and signage, a number of sites require 
more significant improvement.  ATH63, needs significant investment in terms of the installation of a footpath network, better signage 
and improved entrance ways.  ATH54, is a ‘backland’ site surrounded by housing, with very poor access, and would need significant 
re-design to improve the site. 
 
3.1.2 Management & Maintenance 
 
A number of sites show significant opportunity for improvement: 
 
• ATH03 (36%) 
• ATH70 (54%) 
• ATH54 (56%) 
• ATH63 (42%) 
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• MAN08 (50%) 
 
Improvements tend to be attention to detail, for example, shrub maintenance, however, a number of sites need more significant 
attention, for example ATH70 needs better maintenance of shrubs, paths and the play area. 
 
3.1.3 Conservation & Heritage 
 
A number of sites show opportunity for improvement: 
 
• ATH70 (44%) 
• ATH54 (50%) 
• ATH63 (50%) 
• MAN08 (67%) 
• Ath10a (31%) 
 
A good example of where improvements are required is MAN08, which is currently a ‘green desert’, with an open expanse of grass 
with no shrubs or trees.   
 
3.1.4 Healthy, Safe & Secure 
 
Not a significant opportunity across the area, however, a number of sites some opportunity for improvement including ATH70 (44%) 
and ATH54 (50%).  He latter being the most significant as it is enclosed at the back of housing, and is probably not the best location 
for a play area. 
3.1.5 Community Involvement 
 
A number of sites show opportunity for improvement: 
 
• ATH70 (67%) 
• ATH54 (67%) 
• ATH63 (50%) 
• MAN08 (70%) 
 
These are sites where significant change or re-investment is required, and as such the involvement of the local community is essential 
in determining their future use. 
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3.1.6 Value 
 
A number of sites have opportunity for improvement: 
 
• ATH05 (30%) 
• ATH08 (41%) 
• ATH03 (33%) 
• ATH70 (55%) 
• ATH54 (60%) 
• ATH63 (45%) 
 
With these sites, there is opportunity to improve their value, through maximising their potential to provide facilities for a wider range 
of the community.  For example, ATH63, could provide additional facilities for young people, and there is enough space for a junior 
play area, the addition of paths and better entrances would improve access for walking and informal recreation. 
 
 
3.2 Quality of sites by typology 
 
The following section looks at quality of sites by their typology, using examples of sites where improvements are required. 
 
3.2.1 Parks & Gardens 
 
There are no large formal Parks & Gardens within the area, however, a number of sites show potential to be improved to provide such 
a facility.  For example ATH 63 and ATH10, have a range of facilities for sport and play, however lack the fuller range of facilities that 
would be found in a more formal park.  For a town the size of Atherstone, the provision and investment in developing a more formal 
park should be a priority. 
 
3.2.2 Informal open space 
 
The area has a large amount of informal open space, much of it in the form of visual buffers along roads.  The majority of the buffers 
are well maintained, with a good mix of grass, shrubs and trees.  A number of the amenity spaces with recreation al value e.g. ATH03 
and ATH70 would benefit from improvement to both facilities and maintenance. 
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3.2.3 Natural Greenspace 
 
There were no significant areas of natural greenspace assessed as part of the audit, however a number of sites do have natural areas 
e.g. ATH08. 
 
3.2.4 Outdoor Sport 
 
There are four outdoor sports facilities that are fully publicly accessible within the area, ATH08, ATH61 and ATH63 and RID01.  The 
site at ATH63 is a large site and offers opportunity for additional facilities providing a major facility for the area.  The sports facilities 
at ATH08 are reasonable, however, other facilities such as play are in need of improvement.  The facility at ATH 61, is well 
maintained, with good facilities for cricket and football.  The facility at RID01 would also benefit from improvement (largely to the 
play facilities).   
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3.2.5 Space for Children & Young People 
 
The following section has been taken from the North Warwickshire Play Strategy (2007 – 12), which was undertaken at the same time 
as this study, and drew on quality data from this study.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Atherstone, analysis indicates that little of the town has access within a 5 minute walk time to an area specifically
dedicated to toddlers. In practice the junior play areas provide some provision for the younger age group. In the consultation
process parents also confirmed that they were in general happy to walk up to 15 minutes to access higher quality play areas
and in this respect the key to access may be to ensure higher quality provision in the junior play areas including provision for
toddlers. 
 
In relation to junior play areas the distribution across the town is reasonable with most parts of the town having a play area
within a 15 minute walk. The exception to this is in the east of the town where there is no provision within easy walking
distance. 
 
In relation to access to some kind of youth provision (kickabout area, Multi-use Games Area, wheeled sports or youth shelter)
the mapping shows that most of the urban area is within a 20 minute walk of some kind of provision of this kind. 
 
It should be noted however that this analysis does not reflect the quality of any such sites (further discussed later). The
analysis cannot be taken to indicate access to adequate or reasonable quality provision. In particular the town council have
established a local need for wheeled sports/skateboarding facilities and a floodlit MUGA. 
 
The main conclusion that can be drawn is that other than in the east of the town there are sites available that, if developed
and improved, could provide accessible play and youth facilities for the town. Also, as previously mentioned there is no
destination/family play space/park to cater for family visits. Local wheeled sports provision could be provided through such
developments or at other of the local sites. 
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F) 4.0 Access to open space 
 
Maps 10,11 and 12 in appendix 5 show access to the different types of open space across the area.  The table below shows the access 
standard for each typology and provision against the standard for the Local Need Area: 
 
Typology Access Standard Provision against standard 
Parks & Gardens Town parks    450m 

Pocket parks  250m 
Access only in the south west of the town 

Informal green space 100 m Gap in access in the west of the town 

Accessible natural greenspace 450m Gap in access across area 

Children & Young People’s Space JOP’s   450m 
YOP’s   600m 

Good access to young peoples provision.  Access to 
toddler play restricted to north and west of town.  
Gap in access to junior play in centre and east of 
town. 

Outdoor sports facilities Target   450m 
Minimum   3000m 

Gap in access in the north west of the town 
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F) 5.0 Quantity of open space 
 

Typology 

Existing 
provision 
(Ha) 

Existing 
provision 
(ha/1000)  

Required 
provision 
(Ha) 

Required 
provision 
(ha/1000) 

Supply 
(ha) 

Supply 
(ha/1000) Supply Number 

Parks & Gardens 0.13 0.01 5.39 0.50 -5.26 -0.49 UNDER SUPPLY 1 

Outdoor Sports Space 32.93 3.05 17.26 1.60 15.67 1.45 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 13 

Children & Young Peoples 
Space 1.01 0.09 1.40 0.13 -0.39 -0.04 UNDER SUPPLY 7 

Informal Greenspace 17.65 1.64 5.39 0.50 12.26 1.14 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 81 

Natural Greenspace 58.86 5.46 5.39 0.50 53.47 4.96 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 2 

Allotments 9.59 0.89 5.39 0.50 4.20 0.39 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 6 

Churchyards & Cemeteries 4.01 0.37 0.00 0.00 4.01 0.37 
N/A 

4 

Outdoor Sports Space (Limited 
Access) 1.67 0.15 0.00 0.00 1.67 0.15 

N/A 
2 

         

Overall supply (accessible) 124.18 11.51 40.24 3.73 83.94 7.78 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY   

Overall supply (including 
limited access)  125.85 11.67 40.24 3.73 85.61 7.94 

SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY   
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Overall there is enough open space within the local need area, although this is lowered by an estimated 15 hectares if schools and 
private sports space are excluded. 
 
There is an undersupply of parks and gardens and a small under supply of children and young people’s space. 
 
There is provision above the standard for informal open space, outdoor sports space and allotments. 
 
F) 6.0 Strategic priorities for open space 
 
• There is potential to develop an urban park within the area, potentially using one of the existing sites (e.g. ATH08 or ATH63), 

providing a focus point for quality provision for sport, play and recreation in the town. 
 
• Investment is required in the provision of play facilities for children and young people of all ranges.  Existing provision lacks up to 

date equipment, and the town lacks a major family play facility. 
 
• Provision for outdoor sports is sufficient, however there is a need to improve the quality of these sites (e.g. ATH63).  There are a 

number of school and private facilities, which could offer potential to develop joint use community facilities. 
 
• Access to and within open space across the area could be improved, particularly by improving footpaths, entrances and signage 

within sites. 
 
• There is an opportunity to create an identity for open space within the area, as one of the major towns in the Borough, there is no 

consistency in terms of information provision within open spaces. 
 
• There is a large amount of informal open space within the area, many of these are visual buffers, which contribute towards the 

attractiveness of the area, however, sites could be considered for alternative use if required (e.g. ATH60 or MAN08). 
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G)  POLESWORTH EAST & WEST AND 
DORDON 
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G) 1.0 Description of catchment area 

1.1 Population  

Polesworth East  3,441  

Polesworth West  3,551  

Dordon   3,225 

Total    10,217 

1.2 Location & Demographics 

With both the Coventry Canal and River Anker running through it, Polesworth is an active town surrounded in history. Famous 
connections include poet Michael Drayton, and Sir Francis Nethersole who established the school and was, for many years, devoted to 
the services of Princess Elizabeth, daughter of James I. 
 
Historical sources state that Editha, Princess of Mercia, founded Polesworth Abbey in the 9th century. Today, the ruins of the Abbey 
Cloister and the two storey gateway still remain. 
 
Located in the town centre, the 17th century Tithe Barn, has been restored and is now used for business and community activities.  

With a population of approximately 6,300 people, Polesworth is located in the North of the Borough only 3 miles from Tamworth. The 
town offers a wide range of businesses and amenities. 

Can be easily accessed off the A5 through Dordon or off the B5000. 
 
G) 2.0 Location and types of open space 
 
The following map shows the provision of open space within the sub area: 
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G) 3.0 Quality of open space 
 
3.1 Quality of sites by theme 
 
The following section outlines the quality of sites by theme, it gives examples of sites with significant potential to improve, and 
makes recommendations for the improvements required within the area. 
 
3.1.1 Welcoming 
 
A number of sites show potential to improve their welcoming aspect: 
 
• DOR 24 (31%) 
• DOR 19 (67%) 
• DOR 18 (45%) 
• DOR 04 (67%) 
• DOR 10 (88%) 
• BIR 02 (31%) 
• POL 08 (30%) 
 
Typical improvements include the need for signage at entrances, improved entrance design (e.g. DOR 04), and signage within the 
park.  All of these elements were found to be in need at the sites listed above, which are large enough to have a range of recreational 
uses. 
 
3.1.2 Design 
 
Not a significant issue across the area with few sites showing much opportunity for improvement, with the exception of DOR 10, an 
amenity open space with poor play facilities, which is in need of major re-design or re-use. 
 
3.1.3 Access 
 
There are a number of sites with significant opportunity for improving access: 
 
• DOR 24 (75%) 
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• DOR 18 (50%) 
• DOR 04 (50%) 
• DOR 10 (71%) 
• BIR 02 (53%) 
• POL 08 (31%) 
• POL 07/POL15 (50%) 
 
Again, the opportunity for improvements to access exist at the larger sites within the area, improvements include the need for better 
footpath surfacing (DOR 04), improved internal footpath network (DOR 24), and improved entrances (as recommended under the 
Welcoming section). 
 
3.1.4 Management & Maintenance 
 
Management and maintenance across the area was reasonable, with only a few sites showing significant opportunity for improvement: 
 
• DOR 18 (33%) 
• DOR 10 (54%) 
 
The priority is the site at DOR 10 which has been left to neglect and is in need of much better maintenance all round. 
 
3.1.5 Conservation & Heritage 
 
Not a significant issue across the area, and in fact several sites are examples of good practice, including the informal green spaces 
which act as ‘visual buffers’ in Dordon (e.g. DOR 07, 08, 09), which have been improved through tree and shrub planting and high 
levels of maintenance. 
 
Some sites do have potential for improvement: 
 
• DOR 18 (75%) 
• DOR 10 (80%) 
• POL 07/15 (36%) 
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Opportunities include the need for improved management for biodiversity, through tree planting or creating wildflower meadows 
(e.g. DOR 10).  
 
3.1.6 Healthy, Safe & Secure 
 
Not a significant issue across the area, with few sites showing evidence of vandalism or anti-social behaviour.  Sites with potential for 
improvement include: 
 
• DOR 19 (30%) 
• DOR 04 (33%) 
• DOR 10 (38%) 
 
Improvements are generally low key improvements required to remove graffiti, or improve footpaths (see access). 
 
3.1.7 Community Involvement 
 
Not a significant issue across the area, the most significant site is DOR 10 which need to be improved and its future use determined in 
consultation with local people. 
 
3.1.8 Value 
 
Again, not a significant issue across the area, however DOR 10 (48%), shows the need for improving community value as does DOR 24 
(30%), both sites which need to engage the community to determine future use and priorities. 
 
3.2 Quality of sites by typology 
 
The following section looks at quality of sites by their typology, using examples of sites where improvements are required. 
 
3.2.1 Parks & Gardens 
 
There is only one site within Polesworth which has the range of functions typically found in a formal park, site POL 08.  This park is 
well provided for, with a good range of facilities, many of which (e.g. play facilities), have been recently upgraded.  The park, does 
however, lack a consistent approach throughout, with some facilities well maintained (e.g. play), and others in a much poorer state 
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of repair (e.g. basketball area).  The site would clearly benefit from a management plan, and the provision of additional resources to 
‘bring it up to standard’.  With these in place, the park has the potential to become a green flag park. 
 
Under this section, it is also appropriate to consider Parish recreation grounds.  These sites, provide a range of recreational facilities 
and are often considered to be ‘the local park’ by the community. 
 
DOR 04 in Dordon has two play areas and a ball games area, which are in good condition.  The site would benefit from improved 
signage, entrances and internal footpaths. 
 
3.2.2 Informal open space 
 
The audit has included all areas of informal green space, including very small areas which act as visual buffers.  In general, the 
provision, condition and maintenance of these sites was found to be good, with several sites showing examples of good practice (e.g. 
Dordon), where additional planting of trees and shrubs has made the spaces offer considerable visual value to the area.   
 
3.2.3 Natural Greenspace 
 
To the north of Polesworth is Pooley Country Park, which offers a significant contribution of natural greenspace to the area and is a 
Borough wide recreational facility. 
 
There are no other significant areas of natural green space in the area, with the exception of natural areas within the park in 
Polesworth (POL 08).  However, a number of sites do offer the potential to create natural areas through additional tree and shrub 
planting, and the creation of wildflower areas, the most obvious example is the open space in Dordon (DOR 10). 
 
3.2.4 Space for Children & Young People 
 
There are six areas of open space which include facilities for Children.  The quality and provision is mixed across the area, with some 
good examples such as in the park in Polesworth(POL 08) or Dordon (DOR 04), and some sites which are very poor and in need of 
significant re-investment (e.g. DOR10). 
 
There is a lack of consistency in play provision across the area, and this should be addressed through the Play Strategy. 
 
There are a number of sites which include provision for young people.  Within Dordon, site DOR 04 has a basketball area/board. 
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There are excellent facilities within the park in Polesworth (POL 08), with a skate ramp, climbing wall, teen shelter and basketball.  
There is also a basketball facility at POL07/15 in Polesworth. 
 
It should also be noted that there is a new play area within Pooley Country Park, which provides a local facility, and contributes to 
the overall provision of the park and its role as a Borough wide resource. 
 
The following section has been taken from the North Warwickshire Play Strategy (2007 – 12), which was undertaken at the same time 
as this study, and drew on quality data from this study:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.2.5 Outdoor Sport 
 
There are several areas with provision for outdoor sport, which are accessible to the public.   
 
In Dordon, there is a large sports facility with a social club.  There is an opportunity to improve this facility, through improving 
access, car parking and the associated buildings.  There is also a site (DOR 10), which has very poor facilities, and appears to be in a 
state of disrepair.  There is also a bowling green in the Village. 
 
At Birchmoor (Polesworth), there is a single football pitch (BIR 02), which is well maintained and in good condition.  Polesworth also 
has facilities within the park (POL 08), including football, tennis, basketball and bowling, the facilities are generally in good 
condition. 
 

Polesworth benefits from the site at Abbey Green which is a good quality site with facilities for toddlers, juniors and youth. This
provision is well situated to cater for the town as a whole. Once again toddler specific sites within a 5 minute walk are rare and
provision will be better pursued through junior, youth and family sites. 
 
Youth facilities and kickabout/MUGAs are covered on two sites which could also be considered for wider provision of play
facilities. 



 73

G) 4.0 Access to open space 
 
Maps 3-9 in Appendix 5 show access to the different types of open space across the area.  The table below shows the access standard 
for each typology and provision against the standard for the Local Need Area: 
 
Typology Access Standard Provision against standard 
Parks & Gardens Town parks    450m 

Pocket parks  250m 
Good access in Polesworth. 

Informal green space 100 m Good access across the area 
Accessible natural greenspace 450m Pooley Country park offers a significant natural asset 

which is easily accessed within the area. 

Children & Young People’s Space JOP’s   450m 
YOP’s   600m 

There is good access across the area. 

Outdoor sports facilities Target   450m 
Minimum   3000m 

There is good access across the area. 
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G) 5.0 Quantity of open space 
 

Typology 

Existing 
provision 
(Ha) 

Existing 
provision 
(ha/1000)  

Required 
provision 
(Ha) 

Required 
provision 
(ha/1000) 

Supply 
(ha) 

Supply 
(ha/1000) Supply Number 

Parks & Gardens 0.00 0.00 5.11 0.50 -5.11 -0.50 UNDER SUPPLY 0 

Outdoor Sports Space 14.77 1.45 16.35 1.60 -1.58 -0.15 UNDER SUPPLY 14 

Children & Young Peoples Space 0.37 0.04 1.33 0.13 -0.96 -0.09 UNDER SUPPLY 7 

Informal Greenspace 9.11 0.89 5.11 0.50 4.00 0.39 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 27 

Natural Greenspace 65.25 6.39 5.11 0.50 60.14 5.89 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 3 

Allotments 2.63 0.26 5.11 0.50 -2.48 -0.24 UNDER SUPPLY 5 

Churchyards & Cemeteries 2.03 0.20 0.00 0.00 2.03 0.20 N/A 3 

Outdoor Sports Space (Limited 
Access) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 N/A 0 

         

Overall supply (accessible) 94.16 9.22 38.11 3.73 56.05 5.49 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY   

Overall supply (including 
limited access)  94.16 9.22 38.11 3.73 56.05 5.49 

SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY   

 
Overall there is a sufficient supply of open space within the area, however, this is largely provided as natural greenspace.  There is an 
under supply of parks and gardens, children and young people’s space and outdoor sports facilities. 
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G) 6.0 Strategic priorities for open space 
 
• Develop management plans for key sites such as Pooley Country Park and Abbey Green, with a view to reaching ‘Green Flag status’ 

for the sites. 
 
• Produce an improvement plan for the site at DOR10, to be developed in conjunction with the local community.  This is a large site 

which is currently in a poor state of repair, but with potential for significant improvement. 
 
• Overall, there is an under provision of open space across the area (not including Pooley Country Park), therefore the loss of open 

space in the area should be avoided.  This should not be a blanket decision on developing all open space, for example there is 
sufficient informal open space which could be developed for play (to meet the shortfall in quantity of play provision), or released 
for development to fund quality improvement son other sites. 
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H)  BADDESLEY & GRENDON 
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H) 1.0 Description of catchment area 

1.1 Population 

3,951 

1.2 Location & Demographics 

The main centre of population is Baddesley Ensor and Grendon Common. The ward also covers Bentley, Baxterley, Bentley Common, 
Bradley Green, Whittington and Merevale. 

H) 2.0 Location and types of open space 
 
The following map shows the provision of open space within the sub area: 
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H) 3.0 Quality of open space 
 
3.1 Quality of sites by theme 
 
The following section outlines the quality of sites by theme, it gives examples of sites with significant potential to improve, and 
makes recommendations for the improvements required within the area. 
 
3.1.1 Access 
 
The following sites show opportunity for improvement: 
 
• BAD05 (43%) 
• BAD10 (50%) 
• BAD03 (47%) 
• BAD11 (50%) 
• BAX01 (38%) 
• BAX02 (50%) 
• GRE02 (33%) 
 
Access could be improved across these sites through improved footpaths and entrances, an example is BAD11, which is a multi-
functional recreation ground, which would benefit from an improved network of footpaths and better entrances. 
 
3.1.2 Management & Maintenance 
 
Again, several sites showing opportunity for improvement, including some of the informal open spaces acting as visual buffers (e.g. 
BAD 04,05,07,09), which could have better grass and shrub maintenance. 
 
More significant sites include BAD08 (55%), which needs better maintenance across the site in order to improve quality. 
 
3.1.3 Conservation & Heritage 
 
A number of sites have opportunity for improving through additional tree planting and better management for biodiversity, for 
example BAD11.  Other sites, such as BAD10 (an old bowling green), is run down and would benefit from better conservation of the 
buildings or an alternative use. 
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3.1.4 Healthy, Safe & Secure 
 
A few sites show potential for improvement, the most significant including BAD11 which would benefit from additional entrances and 
a better flow of people, and a reduction in signs of vandalism.   
 
3.1.5 Community Involvement 
 
Sites such as BAD11 and GRE02 would benefit from improved facilities, which should be developed in consultation with local people. 
 
3.1.6 Welcoming 
 
Improved signage at key sites such as BAD03, BAD11 and GRE02 would benefit from signs at entrances providing information for users, 
particularly in relation to use of sports pitches. 
 
3.1.7 Value 
 
A number of sites could have an increase in value if additional facilities were developed to attract a wider range of the community 
(e.g. BAD03 and BAD11). 
 
3.2 Quality of sites by typology 
 
The following section looks at quality of sites by their typology, using examples of sites where improvements are required. 
 
3.2.1 Parks & Gardens 
 
There are no formal parks and gardens within the area, although BAD11 is a recreation ground with a range of facilities, and offers the 
most significant potential for more formal areas and developing additional facilities. 
 
3.2.2 Informal open space 
 
The area has several visual buffers in the north of the area.  There are two larger amenity spaces BAD12 and BADa, which are within 
the housing area, and are large enough to provide recreational value, and additional facilities if required. 
 
3.2.3 Natural Greenspace 
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Baddesley Common is a large area of natural greenspace which includes open grassland, trees and scrub and provides a valuable 
informal recreation resource for the area. 
 
3.2.4 Space for Children & Young People 
 
There is good access to facilities for junior play across the area, however, the equipment would benefit from updating and increasing 
play value.  There are no facilities for young people within the area, and there is opportunity to provide for this at BAD11. 
 
3.2.5 Outdoor Sport 
 
BAD03, BAD11 and BAX01 have publicly accessible sports facilities.  The sites are in need of improvement, with particular opportunity 
for providing facilities for young people.  It is recommended that the sites are considered together in determining future provision of 
a range of recreational facilities. 
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H) 4.0 Access to open space 
 
Maps 3-9 in Appendix 5 show access to the different types of open space across the area.  The table below shows the access standard 
for each typology and provision against the standard for the Local Need Area: 
 
Typology Access Standard Provision against standard 
Parks & Gardens Town parks   450m 

Pocket parks 250m 
No provision 

Informal green space 100 m Good access across the settlement areas 

*Accessible natural greenspace 450m Falls below access standard 
Children & Young People’s Space JOP’s  450m 

YOP’s  600m 
There is good access to junior play facilities in 
Baddesley Ensor and Baxterley, however, there 
is no provision for young people across the 
area. 

Outdoor sports facilities Target  450m 
Minimum  3000m 

Good access across the settlement areas. 

 
*Although no areas of natural greenspace were assessed as publicly accessible, the local need area is rural in nature, which should be 
taken into account. 
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H) 5.0 Quantity of open space 
 

Typology 

Existing 
provision 
(Ha) 

Existing 
provision 
(ha/1000)  

Required 
provision 
(Ha) 

Required 
provision 
(ha/1000) 

Supply 
(ha) 

Supply 
(ha/1000) Supply Number 

Parks & Gardens 0.00 0.00 1.98 0.50 -1.98 -0.50 UNDER SUPPLY 0 

Outdoor Sports Space 5.16 1.31 6.32 1.60 -1.16 -0.29 UNDER SUPPLY 5 

Children & Young Peoples Space 0.23 0.06 0.51 0.13 -0.28 -0.07 UNDER SUPPLY 3 

Informal Greenspace 21.89 5.54 1.98 0.50 19.91 5.04 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 15 

Natural Greenspace 0.00 0.00 1.98 0.50 -1.98 -0.50 UNDER SUPPLY 0 

Allotments 1.67 0.42 1.98 0.50 -0.31 -0.08 UNDER SUPPLY 6 

Churchyards & Cemeteries 1.94 0.49 0.00 0.00 1.94 0.49 N/A 7 
Outdoor Sports Space (Limited 
Access) 1.32 0.33 0.00 0.00 1.32 0.33 N/A 1 

         

Overall supply (accessible) 30.89 7.82 14.74 3.73 16.15 4.09 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY   

Overall supply (including 
limited access)  32.21 8.15 14.74 3.73 17.47 4.42 

SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY   

 
Overall, there is a sufficient supply of open space within the area.  There is however, no provision for formal parks and gardens, and 
an undersupply of children and young people’s space.  The provision for natural greenspace includes Baddesley Common (BADa), 
which is a large area (14.97 ha) with a mixture of natural and informal open space. 
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H) 6.0 Strategic priorities for open space 
 
• The priority for the area is to improve the quality of existing open space, through improving existing facilities and providing new 

facilities, such as youth facilities. 
 
• Develop a plan for provision for outdoor sport in the area, taking into account the three main sites to develop a range of facilities 

for sport and recreation. 
 
• Improve the quality of existing junior play areas within the area. 
 
• There is little need for additional open space within the area, therefore if any development takes place within the area, 

contributions for off site provision should be sought as a priority. 
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I) FILLONGLEY 
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I) 1.0  Description of catchment area 

1.1 Population 

3,393 

1.2 Location & Demographics 

Aside from Fillongley itself, the ward covers a number of rural settlements including Corley, Little Packington, Maxstoke, Shustoke 
and Duke End. The M6 runs east-west through the ward, including the Corley services. 
 
I) 2.0  Location and types of open space 
 
The following map shows the provision of open space within the sub area: 
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I) 3.0  Quality of open space 
 
3.1 Quality of sites by theme 
 
The following section outlines the quality of sites by theme, it gives examples of sites with significant potential to improve, and 
makes recommendations for the improvements required within the area. 
 
3.1.1 Access 
 
A  number of sites show some potential for improvement, the most significant being SHUS06, an open space with play facilities which 
would benefit from improved paths and entrances. 
 
3.1.2 Management & Maintenance 
 
Not a significant issue across the area, a small number of sites with potential for improvement to basic maintenance e.g. SHUS06 
would benefit from improved maintenance of grass and play facilities. 
 
3.1.3 Conservation & Heritage 
 
Again not a significant issue across the area, however a number of sites would benefit from improvements to the range of planting, 
e.g.  SHUS06, SHUS10. 
 
3.1.4 Healthy, Safe & Secure 
 
Few sites with potential for improvement, again sites such as SHUS06 would benefit from improved entrances, and better 
maintenance of play equipment. 
 
3.1.5 Community Involvement 
 
Most significant site with potential for improvement is SHUS06 which needs improvement, but would benefit from developing an 
improvement plan in consultation with the local community and local needs. 
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3.1.6 Value 
 
Again, SHUS06 offering best potential for improvement. 
 
 
3.2 Quality of sites by typology 
 
The following section looks at quality of sites by their typology, using examples of sites where improvements are required. 
 
3.2.1 Parks & Gardens 
 
There are no formal parks and gardens within the area. 
 
3.2.2 Informal open space 
 
There are a number of smaller amenity buffers within the area, there are also a number of larger informal spaces with facilities, such 
as SHUS06. 
 
3.2.3 Natural Greenspace 
 
This catchment is spread over a large area with a number of small settlements, and as such the area has a lot of farmland and 
countryside.  There are no managed areas of natural greenspace, and access to the countryside could be best met through rights of 
way. 
 
3.2.4 Space for Children & Young People 
 
There are play areas in the settlements of Shustoke, Fillongley and Corley, the sites are reasonable, but will require updating and 
investment in the near future. 
 
3.2.5 Outdoor Sport 
 
There are facilities within Shustoke, Fillongley and Corley which gives good access across the settlement areas.  The facility at 
Shustoke (SHUS06) is in need of improvement overall and would benefit from the development of a management plan, as would the 
facility at Corley.  The site at Fillongley has a good range of facilities including changing rooms. 
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I) 4.0  Access to open space 
 
Maps 3-9 in Appendix 5 show access to the different types of open space across the area.  The table below shows the access standard 
for each typology and provision against the standard for the Local Need Area: 
 
Typology Access Standard Provision against standard 
Parks & Gardens Town parks    450m 

Pocket parks  250m 
No provision within the area 

Informal green space 100 m Falls below standard across the settlement 
areas 

Accessible natural greenspace 450m Access to wider countryside is good due to 
rural nature of catchment 

Children & Young People’s Space JOP’s   450m 
YOP’s   600m 

Provision within each of the settlements 

Outdoor sports facilities Target   450m 
Minimum   3000m 

Good provision across settlement areas 
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I) 5.0  Quantity of open space 
 

Typology 

Existing 
provision 
(Ha) 

Existing 
provision 
(ha/1000)  

Required 
provision 
(Ha) 

Required 
provision 
(ha/1000) 

Supply 
(ha) 

Supply 
(ha/1000) Supply Number 

Parks & Gardens 0.00 0.00 1.70 0.50 -1.70 -0.50 UNDER SUPPLY 0 

Outdoor Sports Space 9.03 2.66 5.43 1.60 3.60 1.06 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 5 

Children & Young Peoples 
Space 0.18 0.05 0.44 0.13 -0.26 -0.07 UNDER SUPPLY 3 

Informal Greenspace 2.04 0.60 1.70 0.50 0.34 0.10 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 20 

Natural Greenspace 0.68 0.20 1.70 0.50 -1.02 -0.30 UNDER SUPPLY 1 

Allotments 1.77 0.52 1.70 0.50 0.07 0.02 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 6 

Churchyards & Cemeteries 2.72 0.80 0.00 0.00 2.72 0.80 N/A 12 

Outdoor Sports Space 
(Limited Access) 0.23 0.07 0.00 0.00 0.23 0.07 N/A 1 

         

Overall supply (accessible) 16.38 4.83 12.66 3.73 3.72 1.10 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY   

Overall supply (including 
limited access)  16.61 4.90 12.66 3.73 3.95 1.17 

SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY   

 
Overall, there is a sufficient supply of open space across the catchment area, there is however an under supply of parks and gardens, 
play space and natural greenspace, although it should be acknowledged that this area is very rural in nature, and as such there is 
access to natural greenspace via rights of way. 
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I) 6.0  Strategic priorities for open space 
 
• The priorities for investment in the area are the three recreation grounds in Fillongley, Corley and Shustoke.  These sites offer the 

opportunity to provide a range of recreational facilities for each village.  It is recommended that a management plan is developed 
for each, developed in consultation with local people. 

 
• There is an undersupply of play facilities, however, it is recommend that any new provision should be made to existing facilities.   
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J)  HARTSHILL 
 

 



 94

J) 1.0 Description of catchment area 

1.1 Population 

3,746 

1.2 Location & Demographics 

Aside from Hartshill itself, the ward includes Caldecote, Hartshill Green and Oldbury. Hartshill borders with Nuneaton and contains 
Hartshill Hayes Country Park. 
 
J) 2.0 Location and types of open space 
 
The following map shows the provision of open space within the sub area: 
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J) 3.0 Quality of open space 
 
3.1 Quality of sites by theme 
 
The following section outlines the quality of sites by theme, it gives examples of sites with significant potential to improve, and 
makes recommendations for the improvements required within the area. 
 
3.1.1 Access 
 
Not a significant issue across the area, there are however, a number of sites with opportunity for improvement.  HAR02(60%), a large 
amenity space would benefit from new paths and seating in key locations, as would HAR03 (43%), another large open space with no 
infrastructure. 
 
3.1.2 Management & Maintenance 
 
This was found to be generally good across the area, only two sites have significant potential for improvement, both HAR 24 (33%) and 
HAR 03 (50%) would benefit from improved maintenance to grass and play equipment. 
 
3.1.3 Conservation & Heritage 
 
HAR03 (38%) would benefit from better management of grassland and has opportunity for additional planting. 
 
 
3.1.4 Healthy, Safe & Secure 
 
HAR 24 (44%) would benefit from ‘opening up’, including cutting back of hedges and shrubs.  HAR03 (31%) would benefit from 
improved maintenance and better response to repairing damaged facilities (e.g. play area and fencing). 
 
3.1.5 Community Involvement 
 
The two sites at HAR03 and HAR24 show most opportunity for involving the community in improving facilities. 
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3.1.6 Value 
 
The value of HAR02 (67%) could be improved as it is large enough to provide facilities for informal or formal play, also for seating and 
paths in key locations. 
 
3.2 Quality of sites by typology 
 
The following section looks at quality of sites by their typology, using examples of sites where improvements are required.   
 
3.2.1 Parks & Gardens 
 
There are no formal parks and gardens in the area. 
 
3.2.2 Informal open space 
 
There are several amenity buffers, along roadsides and within housing areas.  HAR02 is a large open space which provides opportunity 
for additional facilities (e.g. benches, paths and play). 
 
3.2.3 Natural Greenspace 
 
Hartshill Country Park is easily accessible from the area and offers a significant local contribution in terms of natural greenspace, as 
well as functioning as a Borough wide facility. 
 
3.2.4 Space for Children & Young People 
 
The facilities at HAR03 are in need of improvement, there is also a small facility at HAR24 which is in need of improvement.   
 
3.2.5 Outdoor Sport 
 
There is a large facility at HAR19, which offers significant opportunity for improvement to facilities through the development of an 
improvement plan.   
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J) 4.0 Access to open space 
 
Maps 3-9 in Appendix 5 show access to the different types of open space across the area.  The table below shows the access standard 
for each typology and provision against the standard for the Local Need Area: 
 
Typology Access Standard Provision against standard 
Parks & Gardens Town parks    450m 

Pocket parks  250m 
No provision 

Informal green space 100 m Good access across the settlement area 

Accessible natural greenspace 450m Good access to Hartshill Country Park 

Children & Young People’s Space JOP’s   450m 
YOP’s   600m 

Gap in access in the centre of Hartshill 

Outdoor sports facilities Target   450m 
Minimum   3000m 

Good access across the area 
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J) 5.0  Quantity of open space 

Typology 

Existing 
provision 
(Ha) 

Existing 
provision 
(ha/1000)  

Required 
provision 
(Ha) 

Required 
provision 
(ha/1000) 

Supply 
(ha) 

Supply 
(ha/1000) Supply Number 

Parks & Gardens 0.00 0.00 1.87 0.50 -1.87 -0.50 UNDER SUPPLY 0 

Outdoor Sports Space 3.60 0.96 5.99 1.60 -2.39 -0.64 UNDER SUPPLY 3 
Children & Young Peoples 
Space 0.07 0.02 0.49 0.13 -0.42 -0.11 UNDER SUPPLY 2 

Informal Greenspace 3.61 0.96 1.87 0.50 1.74 0.46 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 16 

Natural Greenspace 55.03 14.69 1.87 0.50 53.16 14.19 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 2 

Allotments 1.94 0.52 1.87 0.50 0.07 0.02 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 1 

Churchyards & Cemeteries 1.45 0.39 0.00 0.00 1.45 0.39 
N/A 

3 

Outdoor Sports Space 
(Limited Access) 1.63 0.44 0.00 0.00 1.63 0.44 

N/A 
1 

         

Overall supply (accessible) 65.70 17.54 13.97 3.73 51.73 13.81 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY   

Overall supply (including 
limited access)  67.33 17.97 13.97 3.73 53.36 14.24 

SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY   

 
 
Hartshill has a sufficient supply of open space, there is however, a small under supply of play facilities and accessible outdoor sports 
space.   
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J) 6.0 Strategic priorities for open space 

• Consider developing an additional play facility in the centre of Hartshill. 

• Improve quality of play facilities at HAR24 and HAR03. 

• Produce a plan for improving the sports facility at HAR19. 

• Improve facilities (e.g. benches, paths) within the informal open space at HAR02, this would need to be in close consultation with 
local people as it is surrounded by housing. 
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K)  NEWTON REGIS & WARTON 
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K) 1.0 Description of catchment area 

1.1 Population 

3,746 

1.2 Location & Demographics 

Newton Regis is located in the heart of the countryside, only 5 mins from junction 11 of the M42 and provides easy access to 
Birmingham and the East Midlands. Birmingham New Street is 18 mins on the train from Tamworth (10 mins drive away).  This sub 
area includes Newton Regis, Alvecote, Shuttington, Seckington, No Man’s Heath, Austrey and Warton. 

 
K) 2.0 Location and types of open space 
 
The following map shows the provision of open space within the sub area: 
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K) 3.0 Quality of open space 
 
3.1 Quality of sites by theme 
 
The following section outlines the quality of sites by theme, it gives examples of sites with significant potential to improve, and 
makes recommendations for the improvements required within the area. 
 
3.1.1 Access 
 
A number of sites show potential for improvement, including SH06 (31%), which would benefit from improved entrances and paths.  
The site at WAR08 would benefit from improved entrances, and the potential for paths in key locations. 
 
3.1.2 Management & Maintenance 
 
Not a significant issue across the area, however, it was observed that a umber of the amenity spaces within Newton Regis (e.g. 
NEW02, NEW04) would benefit from improved maintenance to grass and shrubs.  Larger sites such as SHU06 (31%) would also benefit 
from improved maintenance to grass and infrastructure.  The facilities at WAR08 would also benefit from improved maintenance. 
 
3.1.3 Conservation & Heritage 
 
Again sites such as SHU06 would benefit from improvements to built facilities, other smaller sites such as NEW02 would benefit from 
improvements to planting. 
 
3.1.4 Healthy, Safe & Secure 
 
This was found not to be a significant issue across the area, with only small scale improvements required. 
 
3.1.5 Community Involvement 
 
Larger sites such as SHU06 have potential for involving local people in developing plans for additional facilities. 
 
 
 
3.1.6 Value 
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Again the larger sites such as SHU06 show the most potential for improvement though the provision of additional facilities. 
 
3.2 Quality of sites by typology 
 
The following section looks at quality of sites by their typology, using examples of sites where improvements are required. 
 
3.2.1 Parks & Gardens 
 
There are no formal parks and gardens in the area. 
 
3.2.2 Informal open space 
 
There are lots of small areas of informal open space across the area, largely forming visual buffers along roads and within housing 
areas.  There is scope to improve a number of these through additional planting. 
 
3.2.3 Natural Greenspace 
 
Part of Pooley Country Park falls within the area (at south west of area), there are no other managed areas of natural greenspace, 
however, much of the area is rural in nature, and there is access to the countryside through rights of way. 
3.2.4 Space for Children & Young People 
 
There is a need to improve facilities for play across the area, there are a number of particularly poor sites, most notable is ALV01 
which is poorly located with poor facilities.  This site offers potential for relocation (potentially at the nearby canal centre).   
 
The play are at WAR08 is reasonable, however, access to the play area could be improved.   
 
3.2.5 Outdoor Sport 
 
There is good access to sports facilities within the main settlement areas, the sites at SHU06 and SHU08 both have potential for 
improvement, and would benefit from the development of a management plan.   
 
The site at NEW01 is well provided for an offers a range of good facilities for outdoor sport, as does the facility at AUS12. 
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K) 4.0 Access to open space 
 
Maps 3-9 in Appendix 5 show access to the different types of open space across the area.  The table below shows the access standard 
for each typology and provision against the standard for the Local Need Area: 
 
Typology Access Standard Provision against standard 
Parks & Gardens Town parks    450m 

Pocket parks  250m 
Access within Warton, gaps in access across rest of 
settlement areas. 

Informal green space 100 m Good access within settlement areas 
Accessible natural greenspace 450m There is access to countryside as much of the area is 

rural 
Children & Young People’s Space JOP’s   450m 

YOP’s   600m 
Good access within each of the main settlement areas 

Outdoor sports facilities Target   450m 
Minimum   3000m 

Good access within each of the main settlement areas 
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K) 5.0 Quantity of open space 
 

Typology 

Existing 
provision 
(Ha) 

Existing 
provision 
(ha/1000)  

Required 
provision 
(Ha) 

Required 
provision 
(ha/1000) 

Supply 
(ha) 

Supply 
(ha/1000) Supply Number 

Parks & Gardens 0.00 0.00 1.81 0.50 -1.81 -0.50 UNDER SUPPLY 0 

Outdoor Sports Space 17.19 4.74 5.80 1.60 11.39 3.14 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 8 

Children & Young Peoples Space 0.77 0.21 0.47 0.13 0.30 0.08 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 7 

Informal Greenspace 4.03 1.11 1.81 0.50 2.22 0.61 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 31 

Natural Greenspace 40.06 11.05 1.81 0.50 38.25 10.55 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 1 

Allotments 3.48 0.96 1.81 0.50 1.67 0.46 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY 3 

Churchyards & Cemeteries 2.35 0.65 0.00 0.00 2.35 0.65 N/A 15 
Outdoor Sports Space (Limited 
Access) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 N/A 0 

         

Overall supply (accessible) 67.88 18.73 13.52 3.73 54.36 15.00 
SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY   

Overall supply (including limited 
access)  67.88 18.73 13.52 3.73 54.36 15.00 

SUFFICIENT 
SUPPLY   

 
Overall there is a sufficient supply of open space across the area, however, it should be noted that this is a very rural area, with 
settlements spread out over the area.  Therefore, it cannot be expected that every settlement has the same amount of open space. 
 
 
 



 108

K) 6.0 Strategic priorities for open space 
 
• Produce a management plan for the site at WAR08, to be developed in conjunction with the local community. 
 
• Relocate the play area (ALV01), with the potential to provide a new facility at the nearby canal centre. 
 
• Develop management plans to ensure ongoing investment in the outdoor sports facilities at NEW01 and AUS12. 
 
• Improve the quality of facilities at SHU06. 
 
• Consider disposal of ‘surplus’ informal space to release funds for improving the quality of existing open space across the area. 
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1. COLESHILL

GIS Ref
Parish/ 
Ward

GIS 
Typology

Total 
area in 
ha.

Additional facilities Welcoming Design Access
Management 

& 
Maintenance

Conservation 
& Heritage

Healthy, 
Safe & 
Secure

Community 
Involvement

Value Improvements

COL06 Coleshill Informal 6530.98
Amenity space 
adjacent to church and 
cemetery 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

COL07 Coleshill Informal 2232.59
Amenity space with 
trees and gravel area 
(boule court?)

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

COL08 Coleshill Informal 1734.10
Amenity buffer -
woodland, would 
benefit from a path

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

COL09 Coleshill Informal 8167.35 Amenity buffers mainly 
grass 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

COL10 Coleshill Informal 10932.03 Unable to locate site 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

COL12 Coleshill Informal 26570.65

Amenity buffers - grass 
- some of the areas are 
being developed for 
housing

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

COL13 Coleshill Informal 3339.75 Amenity buffer - grass 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

COL14 Coleshill Informal 14706.95 Amenity buffer with 
trees and footpath 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

COL16 Coleshill Informal 24703.29
Amenity space / 
woodland behind 
housing access unclear

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

COL21 Coleshill Informal 1918.22 Amenity open space 
with trees, grass 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%
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COL05 Coleshill Parks 1090.27

Multi-function park 
adjacent to Leisure 
centre with range of 
facilities including:  
CPG, tennis courts, 
football pitches, 
cricket wicket, 
basketball court, teen 
shelter, skate park 
(being constructed), 
car park, trees, 
hedgerows, benches, 
bins

25% 7% 31% 18% 25% 7% 21% 30%

Children's play 
equipment in need 
of updating.  Good 
youth provision -
although improved 
maintenance 
required.  Site has 
potantial to become 
a green flag park, 
but needs to focus 
on improved 
maintenance.  Site 
needs a 
management plan.

COL11 Coleshill Parks 64111.98

large park with rive 
running through it.  
Natural areas, 
footpaths, trees, shrub 
beds, bins, benches.

38% 7% 42% 25% 8% 7% 25% 29%

Site requires 
improved 
maintenance, 
opportunity to 
provide additional 
facilities at this 
site, better signage 
and opportunity for 
interpretation.  Site 
needs a 
management plan.

COL18 Coleshill Sport 1263.61
Unclear what this site 
is - area appears to be 
old allotments

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Col05a Coleshill Sport 1058.19 see COL05 Parks 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

COL05 Coleshill Sport 40526.17 see COL05 Parks 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

COL19 Coleshill Sport 12511.70 Coleshill Town F.C - no 
public access 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

COL20 Coleshill Sport 1221.34

Coleshill bowling 
green, car park 
adjacent, pavilion.  
Public access unclear.

25% 0% 18% 8% 0% 0% 0% 9%



A2 - 3

COL22 Coleshill Sport 6114.73 Private tennis club 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

COL21 Coleshill Sport 6634.13 School playing fields -
no public access 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

COL23 Coleshill Sport 57304.87 School playing fields -
no public access 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

COL09 Coleshill Village 
Hall 217.87 Village Hall

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

COL17 Coleshill
Walking 
& 
Cycling

217.27

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

COL05 Coleshill Play 1077.44 see COL05 Parks 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

COL09 Coleshill Play 386.19 Play area adjacent to 
community centre

50% 29% 25% 55% 0% 27% 33% 50%

Equipment needs 
removing or 
replacing -
currently offering 
little value.

COL11a Coleshill Play 1031.04 New play area at edge 
of large park

8% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Good new facility 
which encourages 
play.
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2. WATER ORTON

GIS Ref
Parish/ 
Ward

GIS 
Typology

Total 
area in 
ha.

Additional 
facilities

Welcoming Design Access
Management 

& 
Maintenance

Conservation 
& Heritage

Healthy, 
Safe & 
Secure

Community 
Involvement

Value Improvements

WOR07b
Water 
Orton Churchyard 1089.60 Church and 

cemetey - formal

50% 20% 14% 21% 50% 6% 25% 27%

Site appears to be 
well used, rather 
linear layout and 
design, equipment 
in need of 
updating, and a 
new layout should 
be considered as 
part of this.

WOR05
Water 
Orton

Churchyard 2535.02
Old cemetery in 
rural location 
adjacent to road

17% 4% 19% 11% 15% 0% 0% 0%

WOR01
Water 
Orton

Informal 16909.81

Parish recreation 
ground with 
CPG, football 
pitch, changing 
rooms, 
hedgerows, bins, 
benches.

0% 8% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

WOR03
Water 
Orton

Informal 11629.07

Amenity space 
with two play 
areas, bins, 
benches, bike 
racks, paths, 
grass, link to 
PROW

50% 23% 64% 25% 25% 15% 25% 32%

Average site, well 
miantained, 
equipment in need 
of updating.

WOR08
Water 
Orton Informal 984.86

Amenity buffer 
with trees and 
flower bed.

50% 19% 50% 9% 0% 25% 0% 25%

facility on a 'back 
land' site, with 
poor access, 
limited potential to 
improve - could 
consider disposal.
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WOR09
Water 
Orton

Informal 2388.50

Kick 
board/basketball 
on hardstanding, 
surrounded by 
grass, bin, dog 
bin, bench

0% 10% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 33%

Need to consider 
removal of 
equipment or 
significant 
improvement.

WOR12
Water 
Orton Informal 740.46

Amenity space 
with single 
swing, trees, 
grass 0% 8% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

WOR13
Water 
Orton Informal 248.88

Amenity buffer -
roundabout with 
trees

0% 8% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

WOR14
Water 
Orton

Informal 295.71 Small amenity 
buffer   0% 8% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

WOR15
Water 
Orton

Informal 95.02
Small amenity 
buffer with trees 
and shrubs

0% 8% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

WOR16
Water 
Orton

Informal 252.06
Amenity buffer 
(no ball games 
sign)

0% 8% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

WOR17
Water 
Orton Informal 1440.94

Amenity buffer 
with trees and 
shrubs (no ball 
games sign)

0% 8% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

WOR18
Water 
Orton Informal 861.42

Amenity buffer 
with grass and 
trees

0% 8% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

WOR18a
Water 
Orton Informal 1157.31 Amenity buffer

0% 8% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

WOR19
Water 
Orton

Informal 725.87

2 football 
pitches, gates 
locked - no 
access 0% 8% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

WOR20
Water 
Orton

Informal 219.57

Small amenity 
buffer with 
young trees and 
flower bed

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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WOR04
Water 
Orton

Sport 12470.17

Private cricket 
club and pavilion 
- no public 
access 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

WOR06
Water 
Orton

Sport 1114.62
Private tennis 
club - no public 
access

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

WOR02
Water 
Orton

Sport 2106.75 see WAR01
0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

WOR19
Water 
Orton

Sport 16706.23

2 football 
pitches, gates 
locked - no 
access 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

WOR17
Water 
Orton

Village 
Hall

130.17 Village Hall
17% 4% 19% 11% 15% 0% 0% 0%

WOR10
Water 
Orton

Walking & 
Cycling

354.24 Walking & 
Cycling route 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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3. CURDWORTH, HURLEY & WOODEND

GIS Ref
Parish/ 
Ward

GIS 
Typology

Total 
area in 
ha.

Additional facilities Welcoming Design Access
Management 

& 
Maintenance

Conservation 
& Heritage

Healthy, 
Safe & 
Secure

Community 
Involvement

Value Improvements

CUR01 Curdworth Churchyard 8064.85
Cemetery and church, 
trees, grass, natural 
features

25% 0% 0% 7% 11% 0% 0% 0%
Footpaths need 
better maintenance

CUR02 Curdworth
Informal 
(inc. Sport 
& Play)

16046.60

Large site with tennis 
courts, CPG, skate 
ramp, large open field 
with football pitches, 
5-a-side football 
(grass), changing 
rooms

50% 18% 50% 22% 25% 20% 25% 26%

Good new skate 
ramp, play 
equipment in need of 
updating (good 
surfacing).

CUR04 Curdworth Informal 1211.68 Amenity buffer next to 
pub 0% 0% 0% 0% 13% 0% 0% 0%

CUR05 Curdworth Informal 2408.06
Woodland / Amenity 
space with footpath, 
dog bin

25% 0% 38% 5% 0% 0% 0% 0%

CUR06 Curdworth Informal 1509.93 Amenity buffer with 
grass and trees 0% 0% 0% 0% 13% 0% 0% 0%

CUR07 Curdworth Informal 4746.40
Amenity space -
fenced off with sign 
'sold for development'

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

CUR08 Curdworth Informal 386.97 Amenity buffer with 
grass and trees 0% 0% 0% 0% 13% 0% 0% 0%

CUR09 Curdworth Informal 1193.53 Amenity buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 13% 0% 0% 0%

CUR10 Curdworth Informal 1686.85 Amenity buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 13% 0% 0% 0%

CUR12 Curdworth Informal 51.40 Small amenity buffer 
with planter 0% 0% 0% 0% 13% 0% 0% 0%

CUR13 Curdworth Informal 1375.92 Amenity buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 13% 0% 0% 0%

CUR02 Curdworth Sport 19765.38 See CUR02 Informal 
(Sport & Play) 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

CUR07 Curdworth Village 
Hall

319.57 Village Hall
0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

CUR11 Curdworth Wildlife 
Area

203.26 very small site - not 
assessed 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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LEA01
Lea 
Marston

Churchyard 4358.66 Local churchyard, used 
informaly for walks. 8% 4% 18% 7% 11% 0% 0% 0%

LEA04
Lea 
Marston Informal 359.61

Small amenity space 
adjacent to Village 
Hall 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

LEA03
Lea 
Marston

Sport 25881.91

Football pitch with car 
park, hedgerow 
boundaries, adjacent 
green routeway.

25% 23% 38% 38% 36% 31% 38% 32%

LEA04
Lea 
Marston

Village 
Hall

121.21
Community Hall with 
small amenity space 
adjacent.

45% 5% 50% 33% 75% 25% 29% 25%

LEA02
Lea 
Marston

Play 4340.22

Play area with 
associated green 
space, informal 
football with posts.

83% 21% 50% 36% 25% 23% 33% 33%

NET01
Nether 
Whitacre

Churchyard 6452.25
Church and cemetery, 
formal, paths, bins, 
benches, trees

15% 0% 0% 7% 16% 13% 0% 0%

FUR02
Nether 
Whitacre

Informal 2008.25
Informal housing 
space, acts as a visual 
buffer 33% 36% 38% 33% 0% 19% 33% 0%

WHI03
Nether 
Whitacre

Informal 1293.40
Informal housing 
space, acts as a visual 
buffer 33% 30% 44% 29% 0% 19% 33% 0%

WHI04
Nether 
Whitacre

Informal 777.88
Informal housing 
space, acts as a visual 
buffer 33% 36% 25% 33% 0% 19% 33% 0%

WHI05
Nether 
Whitacre Informal 2593.81

Informal housing 
space, acts as a visual 
buffer 33% 22% 44% 29% 0% 28% 33% 0%

WHI02
Nether 
Whitacre

Sport 10459.02 Recreartion ground 
and amenity space. 25% 23% 38% 36% 36% 31% 38% 31%

WHI01
Nether 
Whitacre

Sport 2670.01 Recreation ground.
31% 23% 38% 38% 36% 35% 38% 35%

HOG01
Nether 
Whitacre

Wildlife 
Area

6763.12 Non Accessible.
0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

WHI01
Nether 
Whitacre Play 1041.82 Small amenity space 

with associated CPG. 83% 21% 50% 36% 25% 23% 33% 33%
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WIS02
Wishaw & 
Moxhull

Churchyard 5196.57

Rural church and 
cemetery, natural 
features, trees, grass, 
paths.

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

WIS01
Wishaw & 
Moxhull

Sport 19947.92

Cricket ground and 
football pitch - outside 
of settlement area, 
accessed via country 
lane.  Site is privately 
managed - but was 
accessible. 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

MID01 Middleton Churchyard 4479.67
Church and cemetery, 
formal, paths, bins, 
benches, trees

15% 0% 0% 7% 16% 13% 0% 0%

MID02 Middleton Informal 914.65

Small amenity space 
adjacent to community 
centre - lead to play 
area at rear of 
community centre 
(MID02)

42% 27% 33% 38% 33% 33% 33% 44% Access to site unclear 
and poor - could have 
better entrances and 
a welcoming sign

MID04 Middleton Informal 2183.69
Informal space 
adjacent to church and 
churchyard

15% 0% 0% 7% 16% 13% 0% 0%

MID03 Middleton Sport 43320.97

Private sports facility, 
Unity cricket club and 
Spartans Rugby club.  
Good facilities.

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

MID05 Middleton Sport 77687.72 Aston Villa training 
ground 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

MID03 Middleton Village 
Hall

43250.19 Village Hall 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

MID04 Middleton Village 
Hall

222.63 Village Hall 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

MID02 Middleton Play 1511.51

Open play area 
adjacant to community 
centre, slide, swings, 
scramble/climb, spring, 
bars.

42% 27% 33% 38% 33% 33% 33% 44% Adhoc layout, 
equipment needs 
updating, access 
needs improving

HUR01 Kingsbury Informal 9650.40 Informal housing 
space.

60% 30% 29% 24% 0% 14% 60% 0%

Potential to remove 
the equipment -
offers little value

HUR03 Kingsbury Sport 28528.07
Informal recreation 
ground, no formal 
markings laid out.  

25% 23% 38% 38% 36% 31% 43% 37%
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HUR02 Kingsbury Churchyard 3666.37 Church and cemetery.

25% 7% 25% 8% 14% 14% 0% 25%

Better maintenance 
of footpaths 
required, improved 
signage.

PIC01 Kingsbury Sport 28049.89

Sports field with 
football, changing 
adjacent to pub.  Play 
area (see PIC01a), 
hedgerows, trees, 
shrubs.

33% 26% 40% 19% 45% 7% 25% 26%

WOO01 Kingsbury Sport 17093.08

Informal recreation 
ground, no formal 
markings laid out.  
Decent condition for 
no structured sport.

25% 23% 43% 38% 36% 31% 38% 30%

WOO03 Kingsbury Sport 3706.99

Informal amenity 
space, pitch markings 
laid out, no posts in 
the ground. 25% 23% 43% 38% 36% 31% 38% 32%

PIC01 Kingsbury Village 
Hall 263.22

Community Hall with 
small amenity space at 
rear.

45% 14% 50% 33% 75% 25% 29% 25%

WOO02 Kingsbury Wildlife 
Area 0.00 Corridor, not assessed

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

PIC01a Kingsbury Play 1397.59
Newplay Area set 
within sports field and 
adjacent to pub

0% 26% 45% 0% 0% 7% 0% 13%

Opportunity to link 
the play equipment 
(e.g. paths / other 
equipment).

HUR01 Kingsbury Play 712.22

Amenity space with 
CPG, enrance, path, 
trees, grass, picnic 
bench.

42% 27% 56% 36% 25% 29% 40% 33%

WOO01 Kingsbury Play 139.86
Amenity green space, 
informal play 
opportunities.

62% 39% 50% 36% 40% 41% 33% 45%
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4. KINGSBURY

GIS Ref
Parish/ 
Ward

GIS 
Typology

Total 
area in 
ha.

Additional 
facilities

Welcoming Design Access
Management 

& 
Maintenance

Conservation 
& Heritage

Healthy, 
Safe & 
Secure

Community 
Involvement

Value Improvements

HUR02 Kingsbury Churchyard 3666.37 Church and 
cemetery.

25% 7% 25% 8% 14% 14% 0% 25%

Better maintenance 
of footpaths 
required, improved 
signage.

KIn08 Kingsbury Churchyard 9212.97 Church and 
cemetery.

25% 4% 25% 8% 22% 0% 0% 18%

Better maintenance 
of footpaths 
required, improved 
signage.

HUR01 Kingsbury Informal 9650.40 Informal housing 
space.

60% 30% 29% 24% 0% 14% 60% 0%

Potential to remove 
the equipment -
offers little value

KIN01 KIngsbury Informal 4080.14

Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer, 
provides a 
walkway / 
linkage through 
the estate. 33% 17% 50% 37% 0% 19% 33% 0%

KIN03 Kingsbury Informal 1338.10
Housing amenity 
space, foot 
paths, bins. 0% 36% 29% 29% 0% 19% 33% 0%

KIN04 Kingsbury Informal 4925.57

Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer, 
provides a 
walkway / 
linkage through 
the estate. 60% 26% 56% 28% 0% 25% 60% 0%

KIN06 Kingsbury Informal 2271.05

Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer, 
provides a 
walkway / 
linkage through 
the estate. 33% 30% 29% 29% 0% 29% 33% 0%

KIN07 Kingsbury Informal 2286.21
Green amenity 
space, informal 
space. 40% 25% 43% 32% 0% 13% 60% 0%
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KIN09 Kingsbury Informal 7449.49

Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer, 
provides a 
walkway / 
linkage through 
the estate. 33% 26% 44% 29% 0% 7% 33% 0%

KIN05 Kingsbury Sport 22199.14

Informal 
amenity space, 
no pitch 
markings, area 
could be used 
for sport, may 
be being rested. 25% 19% 38% 38% 29% 31% 38% 39%

KIN12 Kingsbury Sport 41005.47

School playing 
fields, 4 
football pitches, 
parking and 
changing rooms.  
No public 
access. 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

KIN02 Kingsbury Walking & 
Cycling 214.02 No Scores.

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

KIN11 Kingsbury Walking & 
Cycling

1753.51 No Scores.
0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Kin11a Kingsbury Walking & 
Cycling 394.38 No Scores.

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

KIN10 Kingsbury Wildlife 
Area

28701.47 Corridor, not 
assessed 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

KIN05 Kingsbury Play 313.43

Informal 
amenity space, 
provides play 
space in the 
form of a LAP. 62% 24% 38% 36% 50% 33% 45% 40%

KIN09 Kingsbury Play 28.33

Amenity space 
with, provides 
an informal play 
environment. 50% 35% 50% 36% 40% 33% 40% 33%
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5. ARLEY & WHITACRE

GIS Ref
Parish/ 
Ward

GIS 
Typology

Total 
area in 
ha.

Additional facilities Welcoming Design Access
Management 

& 
Maintenance

Conservation 
& Heritage

Healthy, 
Safe & 
Secure

Community 
Involvement

Value Improvements

ARL02 Arley Churchyard 3294.23

Church and 
cemetery, formal, 
paths, bins, 
benches, trees 8% 0% 0% 7% 11% 0% 0% 0%

Footpaths need 
better 
maintenance

NAR04 Arley Churchyard 3392.17

Church and 
cemetery, formal, 
paths, bins, 
benches, trees 8% 0% 0% 7% 11% 13% 0% 0%

Footpaths need 
better 
maintenance

ARL03 Arley Informal 13842.55

Housing amenity 
space, provides a 
visual buffer in the 
area.

33% 35% 29% 29% 0% 14% 33% 0%

NAR01 Arley Informal 22033.21

Housing amenity 
space, provides a 
visual buffer in the 
area.

50% 30% 29% 28% 0% 33% 33% 0%

NAR05 Arley Informal 6087.51 Housing amenity 
space. 33% 26% 44% 29% 0% 7% 33% 0%

NAR07 Arley Informal 1061.28 Housing amenity 
space. 33% 33% 29% 33% 0% 25% 60% 0%

nar08 Arley Informal 3529.22

Housing amenity 
space, provides a 
visual buffer in the 
area.

0% 28% 50% 29% 0% 13% 33% 0%

NAR09 Arley Informal 4628.20

Housing amenity 
space, provides a 
visual buffer in the 
area.

33% 26% 50% 28% 0% 14% 60% 0%

NAR10 Arley Informal 1793.47

Housing amenity 
space, provides a 
visual buffer in the 
area.

50% 22% 29% 29% 0% 19% 33% 0%
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ARL01 Arley Sport 46996.89

Skate park with 3 
main ramps, seats, 
a rail and hard 
surface for informal 
skating.  The park 
also has a small play 
area. Scored as one 
site.

25% 23% 38% 38% 36% 31% 31% 35%

NAR01 Arley Sport 33277.04

Playing Field, with 4 
football pitches.  
Decent condtion, 
maintenance could 
be improved.

25% 23% 38% 38% 29% 38% 36% 37%

NAR08 Arley Sport 3925.50
Overgrown area, 
now a naural green 
space. 58% 25% 77% 36% 36% 56% 38% 31%

ARL01 Arley Play 511.82

Play area next to 
skate park, decent 
conditon.  Forms 
part of a larger site.  
Ball court also on 
site.  Scored as one 
site.

31% 23% 25% 38% 36% 39% 43% 32%

ARL01a Arley Play 45.36

Playing fields, part 
of a larger site.  2 
footall pitches, 
bins, seats, dog 
bins.  Forms part of 
a larger site. Scored 
as one site.

25% 28% 43% 38% 21% 31% 36% 41%

NAR02 Arley Play 2034.40

Amenity space 
around cpg, the 
play area is poor 
but the space is in 
reasonable 
condition.

75% 28% 50% 29% 25% 23% 22% 33%

NAR03 Arley Play 6664.07

Teen sheler, swings, 
football pitch, 
muga, climbing 
frame and informal 
goal posts. 83% 24% 44% 36% 25% 23% 45% 33%
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ANS02 Ansley Informal 844.25
Amenity space with 
trees, adjacent 
parking

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ANS03 Ansley Informal 2355.36 Amenity space with 
trees. 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

CHU02 Ansley Informal 172.66 Amenity buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ANC01 Ansley Informal 1083.05 Amenity space with 
trees 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ANC03 Ansley Informal 4742.40
Amenity roadside 
buffer with trees, 
grass

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ANC05 Ansley Informal 17187.56
Amenity roadside 
buffer with trees, 
grass and shrubs

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ANC2 Ansley Informal 1171.66 Amenity space with 
trees 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%
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6. ATHERSTONE & MANCETTER

GIS Ref
Parish/ 
Ward

GIS 
Typology

Total 
area in 
ha.

Additional 
facilities

Welcoming Design Access
Management 

& 
Maintenance

Conservation 
& Heritage

Healthy, 
Safe & 
Secure

Community 
Involvement

Value Improvements

ATH73 Atherstone Churchyard 1067.86

Formal 
cemetery, main 
entrance, car 
parking, trees, 
grass, well 
maintained.

8% 0% 0% 7% 11% 0% 0% 0%

ATH59 Atherstone Churchyard 32405.45

Formal 
cemetery, main 
entrance, car 
parking, trees, 
grass, well 
maintained.

8% 0% 0% 7% 11% 0% 0% 0%

Footpaths need 
better 
maintenance

ATH02 Atherstone Informal 2663.44

Small community 
garden with 
footpath, grass, 
shrub beds, 
trees, dog bin, 
bin

45% 4% 45% 14% 25% 7% 0% 33%

ATH04 Atherstone Informal 1218.48
Roadside amenity 
buffer with grass 
and trees

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH05 Atherstone Informal 4603.37

Amenity space 
with grass MUGA 
(unfenced), teen 
shelter and 
informal kick 
about area

42% 23% 25% 25% 0% 27% 25% 30%

Opportunity for 
additional 
facilities, 
maintenance needs 
improving

ATH08 Atherstone
Informal 
(inc. Sport 
& Play)

20246.05

Sports ground 
with football 
pitches, 
changing, 
benches, bins, 
woodland, 
stream, paths, 
CPG, basketball, 
car park

50% 25% 50% 28% 23% 13% 25% 41%

Site needs major 
improvement - all 
equipment out 
dated and in poor 
condition.  A 
management plan 
is required for this 
site to guide future 
provision.

ATH10 Atherstone Informal 11761.05 see ATH10a 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%
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ATH11 Atherstone Informal 4729.25 Amenity buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH12 Atherstone Informal 6033.87
Linear amenity 
buffer with a few 
trees, grass

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH13 Atherstone Informal 500.78 Amenity buffer in 
housing with tree 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH14 Atherstone Informal 1080.95

Large amenity 
buffer with 
paths, bins, 
bench, mature 
trees - offers 
amenity value

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH15 Atherstone Informal 3851.46
Large amenity 
buffer alongside 
road, trees, grass

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH16 Atherstone Informal 1055.15
Housing amenity 
buffer with grass 
and trees

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH17 Atherstone Informal 2077.21
Housing amenity 
buffer with grass 
and trees

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH18 Atherstone Informal 1365.27

Amenity buffer 
alongside road, 
adjacent to 
housing 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH19 Atherstone Informal 1456.53
Amenity buffer 
along road with 
trees and shrubs

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH20 Atherstone Informal 2267.48

Roadside verge, 
visual buffer, 
trees, grass, 
culverted river / 
ditch.  No need 
for improvement.

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH21a Atherstone Informal 2599.80 Roadside amenity 
buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%
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ATH23 Atherstone Informal 3826.82

Roadside verge -
visual buffer.  No 
need for 
improvement.

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH27 Atherstone Informal 5644.08 Roadside amenity 
buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH28 Atherstone Informal 5620.71 Roadside amenity 
buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH29 Atherstone Informal 2135.16 Roadside amenity 
buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH30 Atherstone Informal 3232.42 Roadside amenity 
buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH33 Atherstone Informal 1324.82
Housing amenity 
buffer with grass 
and trees

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH41 Atherstone Informal 1051.27
Housing amenity 
buffer with grass 
and trees

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH51 Atherstone Informal 1665.85
Housing amenity 
buffer with grass 
and trees

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH52 Atherstone Informal 1450.43
Housing amenity 
buffer with grass 
and trees

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH55 Atherstone Informal 597.41
Housing amenity 
buffer with grass 
and trees

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH56 Atherstone Informal 2599.44
Housing amenity 
buffer with grass 
and trees

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH58 Atherstone Informal 762.26
Housing amenity 
buffer with grass 
and trees

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%
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ATH60 Atherstone Informal 22749.43

Old allotments 
site?  No longer 
used / 
accessible.  
Potential for 
developing as 
allotments (if 
required) or 
disposal.

0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH64 Atherstone Informal 1233.05 Amenity buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH65 Atherstone Informal 951.81

Amenity buffer 
alongside road, 
adjacent to 
housing 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH66 Atherstone Informal 331.65

Amenity buffer 
alongside road, 
adjacent to 
housing 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH67 Atherstone Informal 859.54

Amenity buffer 
alongside road, 
adjacent to 
housing 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH68 Atherstone Informal 423.20 Amenity buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH71 Atherstone Informal 338.85 Amenity buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

ATH36 Atherstone Parks 1345.67 See ATH63 (Play 
& Sport) 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

ATH08 Atherstone Sport 47346.09 see ATH08 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

ATH62 Atherstone Sport 28889.96 See ATH63 (Play 
& Sport) 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

ATH61 Atherstone Sport 17179.06

Cricket ground 
and football 
pitch with 
pavilion, 
hedgerow 
boundary. 50% 19% 50% 17% 0% 8% 0% 0%

ATH26 Atherstone Sport 1066.18 See ATH63 (Play 
& Sport) 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

ATH1 Atherstone Sport 1683.04
Private bowling 
green (fenced).  
No access

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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ATH01a Atherstone Sport 1105.31
Private bowling 
green (fenced).  
No access

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

ATH21 Atherstone Sport 16362.65

Atherstone 
football club - no 
public access.  
Site not assessed.

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

ATH63 Atherstone Sport 84534.30 See ATH63 (Play 
& Sport)

ATH75 Atherstone Sport 93079.95 School site - no 
public access 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

ATH76 Atherstone Sport 18621.03

School site with 
no public access -
has potential for 
community use.

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

ATH77 Atherstone Sport 4618.74
School site with 
playing fields -
no public access

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

ATH78 Atherstone Sport 11656.53 School site with 
no public access 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

ATH37 Atherstone Walking & 
Cycling 289.83 Walking & 

Cycling route 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

ATH36 Atherstone Walking & 
Cycling

204.70 Walking & 
Cycling route 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

ATH44 Atherstone Walking &
Cycling

1092.70 Walking & 
Cycling route 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

ATH32 Atherstone Walking & 
Cycling 458.12 Walking & 

Cycling route 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

ATH43 Atherstone Walking & 
Cycling

186.82 Walking & 
Cycling route 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

ATH34 Atherstone Walking & 
Cycling 757.98 Walking & 

Cycling route 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

ATH45 Atherstone Walking & 
Cycling

1198.87 Walking & 
Cycling route 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

ATH35 Atherstone Walking & 
Cycling

3593.45 Walking & 
Cycling route 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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ATH24 Atherstone Walking & 
Cycling

461.00 Walking & 
Cycling route 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

ATH53 Atherstone Walking & 
Cycling 119.26 Walking & 

Cycling route 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

ATH50 Atherstone Walking & 
Cycling

118.78 Walking & 
Cycling route 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

ATH61a Atherstone Walking & 
Cycling

2646.34 Walkway / Green 
corridor 60% 4% 33% 25% 18% 8% 0% 0%

ATH08 Atherstone Play 818.21 see ATH08 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Ath10a Atherstone Play 2016.53

Amenity space
with two play 
areas (children & 
youth).  Grass 
mounds, open 
grassland, link to 
canal via bridge.  

42% 22% 0% 23% 31% 20% 25% 23%

Good provision of 
youth facilities, 
Children's play in 
poor condition and 
in need of 
upgrading.  
Palisade fencing 
unattractive.  
Entrances and 
signage need 
improving.

ATH03 Atherstone Play 1482.04

Amenity space 
with CPG, 
enrance, path, 
trees, grass, 
picnic bench.

83% 21% 50% 36% 25% 23% 33% 33%

Improve entrances 
and path to site, 
improve steps adj. 
slide, signage at 
entrance, opp for 
new equipment

ATH70 Atherstone Play 2014.77

Amenity space 
with poor  CPG.  
Shrubs, poor 
entrances, poor 
footpaths. 83% 36% 38% 54% 44% 44% 67% 55%

Poor site - needs 
significant 
improvement



A2 - 22

ATH54 Atherstone Play 2201.97

Amenity space 
with CPG.  Site is 
at the back of 
housing - difficult 
to find.  Half of 
the site is 
scrubland.  Site 
has potential for 
disposal.

83% 38% 90% 56% 50% 50% 67% 60%

Access unclear, 
difficult to find, 
site is 'land 
locked', equipment 
in need of updating 
and improvement -
although poor 
access may make 
this site unsuitable 
for play provision.

ATH63 Atherstone Play (& 
Sport) 1148.56

Large site with 
football pitches 
(3), rugby pitch, 
2 car parks, 
shrubs, CPG 
(basketball, 
skate ramp)

73% 43% 82% 42% 50% 20% 50% 45%

Site isolated with 
no paths to it -
potential for 
additional facilities 
e.g. teen shelter, 
improved skate 
provision

ATH38 Atherstone 1113.93 Civic 
Space

Civic space with 
paving, lighting, 
within shopping 
area, car parking 
adjacent.

50% 24% 0% 3% 0% 0% 0% 18%

Site could have 
improved floarl 
displays (may be 
present in 
summer?), 
opportunity to 
provide signage to 
rest of town (e.g. 
town map).

MAN12 Mancetter Churchyard 2597.83

Church and 
churchyard, with 
path, mature 
trees, well kept

8% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0% 0% 10%

Limited 
opportunity for 
improvement.

MAN23 Mancetter Churchyard 4007.15

Cemetery 
opposite church 
adjacent to main 
road. 8% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0% 0% 10%

Repairs ongoing to 
footpaths.

MAN03 Mancetter Informal 599.50 Amenity roadside 
buffer. 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

MAN04 Mancetter Informal 407.82 Amenity roadside 
buffer. 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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MAN05 Mancetter Informal 1178.18 Amenity roadside 
buffer. 0% 25% 0% 13% 0% 0% 0% 0%

MAN08 Mancetter Informal 10917.87

Informal 
greenspace -
possibly a former 
football pitch.  
Adjacent are old 
buildings (former 
changing rooms?) 
- these have 
potential for 
development 
(housing?)

67% 48% 63% 50% 67% 15% 70% 64%

Future of site and 
associated 
buildings needs 
consideration -
currently not 
performing any 
real value as a 
recreation space.  

MAN09 Mancetter Informal 3303.45 Small amenity 
buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

MAN10 Mancetter Informal 361.24
Disused site, 
currently for sale 
for housing.

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

MAN14 Mancetter Informal 3255.65
Amenity roadside 
buffer with grass 
and mature trees

0% 25% 0% 13% 0% 0% 0% 0%

MAN15 Mancetter Informal 372.36
Amenity roadside 
buffer with grass 
and mature trees

0% 25% 0% 13% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Man16 Mancetter Informal 2637.46
Amenity roadside 
buffer with grass 
and mature trees

0% 25% 0% 13% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Man16a Mancetter Informal 751.61

Old allotments 
site?  No longer 
used / 
accessible.  
Potential for 
developing as 
allotments (if 
required) or 
disposal.

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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MAN19 Mancetter Informal 13573.65

Amenity roadside 
buffer - large 
roundabout - not 
really accessible 
open space

0% 25% 0% 13% 0% 0% 0% 0%

MAN20 Mancetter Informal 6137.57

Amenity roadside 
buffer - opposite 
roundabout - not 
really accessible 
open space

0% 25% 0% 13% 0% 0% 0% 0%

MAN21 Mancetter Informal 1326.97

Amenity open 
space adjacent 
to church and 
churchyard 0% 25% 0% 13% 0% 0% 0% 0%

MAN22 Mancetter Informal 1542.68

Amenity open 
space adjacent 
to church and 
churchyard 0% 25% 0% 13% 0% 0% 0% 0%

MAN09 Mancetter
Village 
Hall 0.06

Amenity space 
adjacent to 
Village Hall

0% 25% 0% 13% 0% 0% 0% 0%

MAN09a Mancetter Village 
Hall

409.69
Village 
community 
centre 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

MAN24 Mancetter Village 
Hall 251.04

Hall behind 
church, 
associated with 
church use. 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

MAN07 Mancetter Walking & 
Cycling

109.05 Walking & 
Cycling route 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

MAN17 Mancetter Walking & 
Cycling

56.89 Walking & 
Cycling route 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

RID03 Ridge Lane Village 
Hall 397.50 Not audited

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

RID01a Ridge Lane Play 398.94 see RID01 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

RID03a Ridge Lane Informal 4983.77

Location of old 
allotments / 
donkey paddock -
now disused -
potential for 
alternative use / 
disposal

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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RID01 Ridge Lane Sport (&
Play)

19577.92

CPG, football 
pitches, changing 
rooms, car park, 
bins, benches, 
paths 36% 19% 11% 28% 25% 20% 25% 32%

Average site -
equipment in need 
of updating.
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7. POLESWORTH & DORDON

GIS Ref
Parish/ 
Ward

GIS 
Typology

Total 
area in 
ha.

Additional 
facilities

Welcoming Design Access
Management 

& 
Maintenance

Conservation 
& Heritage

Healthy, 
Safe & 
Secure

Community 
Involvement

Value Improvements

DOR02 Dordon Churchyard 9561.24

Church with 
mature trees, 
hedgerows, 
entrances, 
signage, 
boundaries. 17% 4% 19% 11% 15% 0% 0% 0%

DOR04 Dordon Informal 14288.52

Grassed area with 
trees and bushes, 
2 fenced off areas 
with play 
equipment.    Ball 
games area with 
basket ball board, 
gravel paths 
across site.  
Boundaries, 
hedges, trees 
copses, benches, 
bins, parking 
nearby.

56% 8% 50% 19% 13% 33% 17% 19%

DOR06 Dordon Informal 1283.67
Amenity space 
with grass, trees 
and shrubs

0% 5% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

DOR07 Dordon Informal 355.35 Roundabout with 
shrubs and grass 0% 5% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

DOR08 Dordon Informal 351.85
Amenity space 
with grass and 
trees. 0% 5% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0% Good provision

DOR09 Dordon Informal 711.55
Amenity space 
with grass, trees 
and shrubs

0% 5% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

DOR13 Dordon Informal 938.87
Amenity space 
with grass, trees 
and shrubs

0% 5% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%
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DOR14 Dordon Informal 706.79
Amenity space 
with grass, trees 
and shrubs

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

DOR15 Dordon Informal 1869.67
Amenity space 
with grass, trees 
and shrubs

0% 5% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

DOR18 Dordon Informal 1962.52
Amenity space 
next to 
Community Hall 45% 5% 50% 33% 75% 25% 29% 25%

DOR24a Dordon Sport 2835.19 See DOR24 30% 6% 75% 12% 25% 15% 17% 33%

DOR24 Dordon Sport 34185.71

Outdoor sports 
facility with 
changing / social 
club, cricket, 
football, car 
parking. 

30% 6% 75% 12% 25% 15% 17% 33%

DOR19 Dordon Sport 523.03
Bowling green 
next to 
community hall 56% 18% 55% 21% 0% 30% 11% 0%

DOR10 Dordon Sport 18385.51

Amenity space 
with car park, 
very poor play 
equipment 
(open), average 
basketball, bins, 
dog bins, football 
pitches - unclear 
if still in use?

75% 48% 63% 54% 67% 47% 75% 65%
Site in need of total 
revamp.

DOR26 Dordon Sport 8336.20 Primary School -
no access 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

DOR18 Dordon Village 
Hall

363.17

Community Hall 
with small 
amenity space at 
rear. 45% 5% 50% 33% 75% 25% 29% 25%

DOR17 Dordon Walking & 
Cycling 111.91 Walking & Cycling 

route 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

DOR16 Dordon Walking & 
Cycling

186.05 Walking & Cycling 
route 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

DOR04 Dordon Play 889.49 See DOR04 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

DOR04a Dordon Play 500.67 See DOR04 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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DOR10 Dordon Play 311.36

Amenity space 
with car park, 
very poor play 
equipment 
(open), average 
basketball, bins, 
dog bins, football 
pitches - unclear 
if still in use?

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

WAR07 Polesworth Churchyard 3858.07

Cemetery and 
Church with 
entrance, trees, 
shrubs.

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

POL06 Polesworth Churchyard 10403.98

Cemetery and 
Church with 
natural features, 
trees, shrubs.

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

BIR01 Polesworth Informal 1878.66
Amenity buffer 
alongside road, 
bench

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

BIR02 Polesworth Informal 11647.89

Football pitch, car 
par, fenced CPG, 
bins, dog bins, 
bench, hedgerow 
boundary, 
entrances

25% 13% 25% 3% 0% 0% 8% 11%

POL03 Polesworth Informal 601.56

Small amenity 
open space with 
grass, trees, 
shrubs - well 
maintained 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

POL04 Polesworth Informal 1467.95

Small amenity 
space with grass, 
trees and shrubs. 
Well maintained.

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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POL05 Polesworth Informal 6754.12

Amenity space 
adjacent to 
Memorial Hall, 
with paths, 
lighting, car park, 
bins, bench, 
shrubs, grass, 
trees, 
interpretation.

7% 0% 25% 2% 5% 0% 0% 8%

POL08 Polesworth Informal 38674.54

Large park with 
range of facilities 
inc:  benches, 
bins, picnic 
tables, 2 car 
parks, changing 
rooms, skate 
park, teen 
shelter, climbing 
wall, Under 8's 
CPG, wildlife 
areas, football 
pitches (junior 
and adult), 
footpaths, tennis 
(4), basketball, 
bowling green, 
boundaries, 
hederows, 
entrances. 

31% 11% 31% 24% 6% 7% 8% 19% Good provision

POL10 Polesworth Informal 809.22

Small amenity 
open space with 
grass, trees, 
shrubs - well 
maintained 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

POL12 Polesworth Informal 944.60 Small amenity 
buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

POL16 Polesworth Informal 590.55

Small amenity 
open space with 
grass, trees, 
shrubs - well 
maintained 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

POL17 Polesworth Informal 147.77 Small amenity 
buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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POL18 Polesworth Informal 880.55

Small amenity 
open space with 
grass, trees, 
shrubs - well 
maintained 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

POL20 Polesworth Informal 1891.97

Small amenity 
space with shrubs, 
and a path, well 
maintained.

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

POL21 Polesworth Informal 1103.06

Small amenity 
space with shrubs, 
and a path, well 
maintained.

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

POL09 Polesworth Walking & 
Cycling

756.00 Walking & Cycling 
route 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

POL19 Polesworth Walking & 
Cycling

199.02 Walking & Cycling 
route 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

POL22 Polesworth Walking & 
Cycling 118.71 Walking & Cycling 

route 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

POL14 Polesworth Wildlife 
Area

11456.54 tbc
0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

BIR02a Polesworth Play 147.44 see BIR02a
0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Potential to provide 
additional facilities

WAR08 Polesworth Play 220.01 see WAR08 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

POL09 Polesworth Play 323.83 tbc 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

POL08 Polesworth Play 846.46 see POL08 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

POL07 Polesworth Play 717.53

large sports field, 
with hedgerow 
boundary and 
fenced CPG

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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8. BADDESLEY & GRENDON

GIS Ref Parish/ Ward GIS 
Typology

Total 
area in 
ha.

Additional 
facilities

Welcoming Design Access
Management 

& 
Maintenance

Conservation 
& Heritage

Healthy, 
Safe & 
Secure

Community 
Involvement

Value Improvements

BAD01 Baddesley Ensor Churchyard 7762.19 Church and 
cemetery.

25% 4% 25% 8% 14% 0% 0% 18%

Better 
maintenance of 
footpaths 
required,
improved 
signage.

BAD02a Baddesley Ensor Informal 4715.18

Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer, no 
ball games sign.

33% 30% 29% 26% 0% 20% 33% 0%

BAD04 Baddesley Ensor Informal 1911.78

Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer, 
lighting next to 
site. 33% 25% 29% 33% 0% 13% 50% 0%

BAD05 Baddesley Ensor Informal 1896.60
Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer

50% 20% 43% 37% 0% 13% 33% 67%

BAD06 Baddesley Ensor Informal 1167.54

Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer, 
trees and 
lighting on site. 33% 26% 29% 18% 33% 19% 33% 25%

BAD07 Baddesley Ensor Informal 1215.45
Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer

0% 26% 29% 33% 0% 7% 33% 0%

BAD09 Baddesley Ensor Informal 471.81

Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer, 
trees and 
lighting on site, 
no ball games 
sign. 33% 25% 14% 33% 33% 35% 50% 0%

BAD12 Baddesley Ensor Informal 186209.10

Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer, 
trees on site. 

0% 27% 29% 33% 25% 13% 33% 0%
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BAD10 Baddesley Ensor Sport 1672.84

Bowling green 
next to a 
pub/social club, 
car park and 
asscoiated 
facilities in 
social club.  
Very old club 
house on site, 
un used. 50% 40% 50% 36% 54% 40% 40% 54%

The old club 
house should 
be repaired of 
demolished.

BAD03 Baddesley Ensor Sport 15216.08

Sports ground, 2 
football pitches, 
basketball 
court, a car 
park, trees, 
bins, seats and 
changing rooms.  

38% 31% 47% 34% 57% 40% 40% 54%

BAD11 Baddesley Ensor Sport 25386.06

Sports ground 
with changing 
rooms, a play 
area, swings, 
pull up bar, 
slide, 2 climbing 
frames springs 
and a balancing 
bar, tennis 
courts.  
Multifunctional 
park/recreation 
ground.

50% 40% 50% 36% 50% 40% 40% 54%

Hall Baddesley Ensor Village 
Hall

203.16

Amenity space 
adjacent to 
Village Hall, 
little failities. 40% 31% 0% 13% 0% 0% 0% 0%

BAD02 Baddesley Ensor Village 
Hall

249.27
Amenity space 
adjacent to 
Village Hall

0% 31% 0% 13% 0% 0% 0% 0%

BAD17 Baddesley Ensor Village 
Hall

373.50

Amenity space 
adjacent to 
Village Hall, 
grassed area. 0% 20% 0% 13% 0% 0% 0% 0%

BAD11a Baddesley Ensor Play 739.20 Same as BAD11, 
part of park. 50% 40% 50% 36% 50% 40% 40% 54%
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BAD08 Baddesley Ensor Play 1197.77

4 swings, 2 
climbing 
frames, a slide, 
springs, seats 
and fencing.  
The facility is 
intergrated into 
a larger open 
space. 50% 29% 25% 55% 0% 27% 33% 50%

Site requires 
paths and 
improved 
maintenance.

BAX04 Baxterley Churchyard 3420.18 Church and 
cemetery.

25% 4% 25% 8% 5% 0% 0% 18%

Better 
maintenance of 
footpaths 
required, 
improved 
signage.

BAX03 Baxterley Informal 10612.16

Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer, 
trees on site. 

33% 22% 29% 29% 33% 7% 33% 0%

BAX05 Baxterley Informal 1455.79

Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer, 
the sote as 
seats and a bus 
stop next to it.

33% 22% 29% 29% 0% 7% 33% 0%

BAX01 Baxterley Sport 6060.84

Football ground, 
2 pitches, also 
has a small 
number of play 
facilities.  There 
is also a pond on 
site. 23% 23% 38% 38% 36% 31% 38% 32%

BAX02 Baxterley Sport 13175.00 Private Sports 
Ground 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

BAX02 Baxterley Play 331.39

Amenity space 
with CPG, forms 
part of a larger 
site (Bax2). 83% 21% 50% 36% 25% 23% 33% 33%

GRE01 Grendon Churchyard 5675.75

Informal 
cemetery paths, 
bins, hedges, 
benches, small 
car park 8% 0% 25% 0% 0% 13% 31% 25%
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GRE02 Grendon Sport 3227.56

Sports ground, 
pitches marked 
out, reasonable 
condition, 
higher 
maintenance 
required to 
bring this site 
up  to a decent 
level.

33% 44% 33% 29% 0% 31% 27% 57%

BEN01 Bentley/Merevale Churchyard 1514.53 Church and 
cemetery.

25% 4% 25% 8% 5% 0% 0% 18%

Better 
maintenance of 
footpaths 
required, 
improved 
signage.
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9. HARTSHILL

GIS Ref
Parish/ 
Ward

GIS 
Typology

Total 
area in 
ha.

Additional facilities Welcoming Design Access
Management 

& 
Maintenance

Conservation 
& Heritage

Healthy, 
Safe & 
Secure

Community 
Involvement

Value Improvements

HAR08 Hartshill Churchyard 13211.33

Informal cemetery, 
small building 
(memorial/ 
maintenance), paths, 
bins, hedges, 
benches, small car 
park

8% 4% 25% 0% 6% 13% 0% 10%
Repairs ongoing to 
footpaths.

HAR01 Hartshill Informal 1590.02

Amenity space with 1 
item of play 
equipment (clibing 
ladder) - poor facility 
for play. 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

HAR02 Hartshill Informal 7686.06
Large amenity space 
with shrubs, trees, 
natural areas

0% 14% 60% 25% 23% 0% 0% 67%

Potential for paths in 
key routes and seating 
in key locations.

HAR04a Hartshill Informal 373.48

Amenity space / 
buffer alongside 
main road, includes 
bin, bench.

0% 15% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

HAR04b Hartshill Informal 504.40

Amenity space / 
buffer alongside 
main road, includes 
bin, bench.

0% 8% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

HAR07 Hartshill Informal 543.60 Small amenity buffer 0% 8% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

HAR10 Hartshill Informal 2381.49 Amenity buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

HAR11 Hartshill Informal 397.34 Small amenity buffer 0% 8% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

HAR13 Hartshill Informal 569.82 Small amenity buffer 0% 8% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

HAR18 Hartshill Informal 1612.09

Fenced open space -
not accessible -
potential housing 
site. 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

HAR20 Hartshill Informal 6025.25 see HAR19 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

HAR23 Hartshill Informal 2336.02 Amenity space linked 
to HAR24 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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HAR24 Hartshill Informal 9220.92

Amenity space with 
CPG, surrounded by 
woodland, very 
muudy site, poor 
access.

50% 32% 64% 38% 0% 44% 33% 40%

Poor facility, with 
poor access, entrances 
waterlogged, 
equipment isolated -
potential to remove

HAR31 Hartshill Informal 458.23 Small amenity buffer 0% 8% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

HAR32 Hartshill Informal 491.55 Small amenity buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

HAR33 Hartshill Informal 450.61 Small amenity buffer 0% 8% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

HAR03 Hartshill Sport (& 
Play)

7949.71

Informal open space 
(poosibly used for 
football inpast), play 
area, boundary, 
picnic bench.  Very 
waterlogged, 
entrances poor.

75% 43% 64% 46% 38% 31% 50% 56%

Site needs major 
improvement - all 
equipment out dated 
and in poor condition, 
entrances need 
improving and better 
access/ paths.

HAR19 Hartshill Sport 26859.88

Fenced football 
pitch, plus other 
pitches, basketball 
court, metal 
containers 
(storage?), dog and 
litter bins, 
entrances. 75% 44% 33% 29% 0% 25% 27% 57%

HAR20a Hartshill Sport 1149.52 see HAR19

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Poor facility - isolated 
and adhoc provision.  
Needs better 
maintenance.

HAR20b Hartshill Sport 1503.01 see HAR19 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

HAR35 Hartshill Sport 16317.01
Private Sports & 
Social club - no 
public access 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

RID03 Hartshill Village 
Hall 397.50 Not audited

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

HAR16 Hartshill Walking & 
Cycling

528.68 Walking & Cycling 
route 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

HAR21 Hartshill Walking & 
Cycling

201.11 Walking & Cycling 
route 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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HAR34 Hartshill Wildlife 
Area

81415.67
Very small area 
classed as Wildlife 
Area - not assessed

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

HAR03a Hartshill Play 480.16 see HAR03 (Sport & 
Play) 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

HAR03b Hartshill Play 238.21 see HAR03 (Sport & 
Play) 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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10. FILONGLEY

GIS Ref
Parish/ 
Ward

GIS 
Typology

Total 
area in 
ha.

Additional 
facilities

Welcoming Design Access
Management 

& 
Maintenance

Conservation 
& Heritage

Healthy, 
Safe & 
Secure

Community 
Involvement

Value Improvements

SHUS02 Shustoke Informal 1418.37 Private Fishing 
Lake 0% 14% 0% 22% 25% 0% 0% 0%

SHUS03 Shustoke Informal 1113.74 Amenity space with 
grass. 0% 19% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

SHUS06 Shustoke Informal 5177.63
Amenity space with 
grass, trees and 
shrubs

0% 5% 0% 22% 50% 0% 0% 0%

SHUS08 Shustoke Informal 633.69 Amenity space with 
grass & trees. 0% 5% 0% 0% 33% 0% 0% 0%

SHUS09 Shustoke Informal 219.04
Green amenity 
space with grass, 
fairly inaccessible

0% 15% 0% 22% 36% 0% 0% 0%

SHUS10 Shustoke Informal 553.76 Amenity space with 
grass and shrubs 0% 14% 0% 13% 43% 0% 0% 0%

SHUS11 Shustoke Informal 778.14
Amenity space with 
grass, trees and 
shrubs

0% 10% 0% 11% 33% 0% 0% 0%

SHUS06a Shustoke Sport 14128.28
Recreational 
ground, 1 football 
pitch. 33% 30% 38% 38% 36% 35% 38% 32%

SHUS03 Shustoke Village 
Hall 202.34

Amenity space with 
grass associated 
withvillage hall.

0% 5% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

SHUS06 Shustoke Play 717.64

Amenity space 
within a formal 
park, play area has 
a basketball hoop, 
exercise rails and 
jump bars.

33% 21% 50% 36% 25% 23% 33% 33%

FIL02 Fillongley Churchyard 6834.72

Informal cemetery 
paths, bins, 
hedges, benches, 
small car park

8% 4% 25% 0% 6% 13% 0% 18%
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FIL01 Fillongley Informal 7079.76

Amenity space with 
grass, forms part of 
a larger sports/ 
recreation ground.

0% 14% 0% 0% 17% 0% 0% 0%

FIL01 Fillongley Sport 25354.43

Playing fields, 
parking, changing 
rooms, 2 football 
pitches on site.  
Amenity grass area 
for informal play.

0% 14% 0% 22% 25% 0% 0% 0%

FIL07 Fillongley Sport 2309.93
Primary school 
playing fields, no 
public access.

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

FIL01 Fillongley Play 667.87

Amenity space, 
surrounding play 
area.  The play 
area has space for 
teenage and young 
people.  Bins and 
seats are on site.

45% 11% 50% 33% 50% 31% 29% 25%

MAX01 Maxstoke Churchyard 2066.25
Rural church and 
cemetery, with 
natural features

17% 4% 19% 11% 15% 0% 0% 0%

MAX02 Maxstoke Informal 518.73

Very small grass 
area to the rear of 
the Village Hall -
little amenity value

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

MAX02 Maxstoke Village 
Hall

151.18 Village Hall
0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

COR02 Corley Churchyard 5270.52

Cemetery and 
church, trees, 
grass, natural 
features 25% 0% 0% 7% 11% 0% 0% 0%

COR04 Corley Informal 2292.27
Woodland / 
Amenity space with 
footpath, dog bin

25% 0% 38% 5% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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COR01 Corley Sport 1409.00

Sports ground, 
football pitches 
marked out.  
Reasonable 
condition, higher 
maintenace 
required. 25% 23% 38% 38% 36% 31% 38% 32%

COR03 Corley Sport 16113.27

Sports ground/ 
amenity area, 
ffotball pitch 
marked out, grass 
area for informal 
play. 25% 23% 38% 38% 36% 31% 38% 32%

COR01 Corley Village 
Hall

400.61
Community Hall 
with small amenity 
space at rear. 45% 5% 50% 33% 75% 25% 29% 25%
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11. NEWTON REGIS

GIS Ref Parish/ Ward GIS 
Typology

Total 
area in 
ha.

Additional 
facilities

Welcoming Design Access
Management 

& 
Maintenance

Conservation 
& Heritage

Healthy, 
Safe & 
Secure

Community 
Involvement

Value Improvements

SHU03 Shuttington Churchyard 3145.75 Church and 
cemetey - formal

50% 20% 14% 21% 50% 6% 25% 27%

Site appears to be 
well used, rather 
linear layout and 
design, equipment 
in need of 
updating, and a 
new layout should 
be considered as 
part of this.

ALV02 Shuttington Informal 11419.16

Alvecot priory 
picnic area.  Old 
priory ruins.  Cap 
Park locked (sign 
says due to 
vandalism).

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

SHU01 Shuttington Informal 1103.95
Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer.

33% 22% 29% 29% 0% 7% 33% 0%

SHU07 Shuttington Informal 643.16
Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer.

33% 22% 29% 29% 0% 7% 33% 0%

SHU06 Shuttington Sport 20426.95

Part of a 
multifunctional 
space, one 
football pitch laid 
out. 50% 23% 31% 38% 29% 35% 38% 32%

SHU08 Shuttington Sport 65753.41

Playing field, 
markings for 
fotball and 
cricket wicket. 25% 23% 38% 38% 36% 31% 38% 32%

SHU04 Shuttington Walking & 
Cycling 429.53 No Scores.

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

SHU05 Shuttington Walking & 
Cycling

406.95 No Scores.
0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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SHU02 Shuttington Play 2629.56
Amenity green 
space with 
associated CPG.

83% 21% 50% 36% 25% 23% 33% 33%

ALV01 Shuttington Play 1064.49 Play area on edge 
of Village (poor). 67% 38% 50% 33% 67% 27% 33% 30%

Site really needs 
to be relocated.  
There is a canal 
centre in the 
village which acts 
as a hub for 
activity - there 
may be potential 
to locate a play 
area here.

WAR01 Polesworth Informal 1598.67

Amenity open 
space with grass 
and trees - large 
enough for some 
recreational 
value.

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

WAR03 Polesworth Informal 1424.36

Amenity buffer 
with floral 
planting, trees, 
shrubs, footpath 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

WAR04 Polesworth Informal 1194.23

Small amenity 
open space with 
path, trees and 
grass 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

WAR05 Polesworth Informal 1484.85
Amenity rodaside 
buffer with grass 
and trees.

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

WAR08 Polesworth Informal 3763.03

Parish recreation 
ground with 
football, 5-a-side 
grass, basketball, 
CPG, teen 
shelter, 
entrance, 
boundaries, 
benches, bins, 
hegdrows. 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Equipment needs 
updating
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WAR10 Polesworth Informal 415.56
Small amenity 
buffer with tree, 
bench and bin

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

AUS01 Austrey Churchyard 1021.27
Church Hall -
available for 
community use

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

AUS03 Austrey Churchyard 6896.90

Church and 
cemetery, 
mature trees, 
entrance and 
gate, well 
maintained.

8% 0% 0% 7% 11% 0% 0% 0%

Footpaths need 
better 
maintenance

AUS02 Austrey Informal 7720.05 Large field - no 
access 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

AUS05 Austrey Informal 1392.08 Amenity buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

AUS06 Austrey Informal 509.61

Amenity buffer 
with trees, 
stream, grass, 
shrubs 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

AUS07 Austrey Informal 267.71 Amenity buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

AUS09 Austrey Informal 249.13 Amenity roadside 
buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

AUS11 Austrey Informal 1406.08 Amenity roadside 
buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

AUSa Austrey Informal 565.68 Small amenity 
buffer 0% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 0% 0%

AUS12 Austrey Sport (& 
Play)

43867.82

Sport facility 
with football 
pitches, changing 
rooms, 5-aside 
(grass), GPG, 
Floral beds, 
signage, trees, 
hedgerow 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

AUS08 Austrey Play 608.14 see Aus 08 Sport 
(& Play) 0% 11% 14% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

AUS10 Austrey (Monument) 503.47 Monument
0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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AUS12 Austrey Play 1899.69 see AUS12

42% 17% 43% 25% 25% 21% 25% 29%

Site is isolated -
access via road.  
Whole site in 
need of general 
'uplift'.  
Management plan 
should be 
developed for this 
site.

NMH01 Newton Regis Churchyard 1331.48 Church and
cemetery.

25% 4% 25% 14% 18% 0% 0% 31%

Better 
maintenance of 
footpaths 
required, 
improved signage.

NMH02 Newton Regis Informal 992.25
Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer

33% 22% 29% 29% 0% 19% 33% 0%

NMH02a Newton Regis Village Hall 0.25 Village hall 
amenity area . 50% 14% 50% 29% 63% 25% 29% 25%

NMH02 Newton Regis Village Hall 127.00 Village hall and 
associated space. 45% 10% 50% 29% 50% 36% 29% 25%

NMH01 Newton Regis Churchyard 1331.48 Church and 
cemetery.

25% 4% 25% 14% 18% 0% 0% 31%

Better 
maintenance of 
footpaths 
required, 
improved signage.

NMH02 Newton Regis Informal 992.25
Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer

33% 22% 29% 29% 0% 19% 33% 0%

NMH02a Newton Regis Village Hall 0.25 Village hall 
amenity area . 50% 14% 50% 29% 63% 25% 29% 25%

NMH02 Newton Regis Village Hall 127.00 Village hall and 
associated space. 45% 10% 50% 29% 50% 36% 29% 25%

SEC01 NewtonR/Seckington Churchyard 2497.23 Church and 
cemetery.

31% 10% 25% 11% 14% 0% 0% 31%

Better 
maintenance of 
footpaths 
required, 
improved signage.

NEW03 NewtonR/Seckington Churchyard 3282.90 Church and 
cemetery.

25% 7% 25% 11% 14% 0% 0% 31%

Better 
maintenance of 
footpaths 
required, 
improved signage.
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NEW02 NewtonR/Seckington Informal 1320.46
Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer

25% 30% 29% 29% 0% 7% 33% 0%

NEW04 NewtonR/Seckington Informal 330.52
Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer

33% 22% 29% 29% 0% 7% 33% 0%

NEW05 NewtonR/Seckington Informal 1382.01

Amenity space, 
with a duck 
pond.  Seating 
and defined area. 33% 22% 29% 29% 0% 7% 33% 0%

NEW05b NewtonR/Seckington Informal 358.11
Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer

0% 22% 29% 29% 0% 7% 33% 0%

NEW5a NewtonR/Seckington Informal 125.66
Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer

33% 22% 29% 29% 0% 7% 33% 0%

SEC02 NewtonR/Seckington Informal 543.07
Informal housing 
space, acts as a 
visual buffer

0% 22% 29% 29% 0% 7% 33% 0%

NEW1a NewtonR/Seckington Sport 1963.40

Large multi 
functional space, 
club house, play 
area, tennis 
courts, lihting, 
football 
pitchesand a 
bowling green.  
Very good 
condition, scores 
for the overall 
site

14% 23% 19% 38% 23% 21% 29% 27%

NEW01b NewtonR/Seckington Sport 1457.07 See above site.
14% 23% 19% 38% 23% 21% 29% 27%

NEW01 NewtonR/Seckington Sport 20254.89 See above site.
14% 23% 19% 38% 23% 21% 29% 27%

NEW01 NewtonR/Seckington Village Hall 210.28 See site above.
45% 5% 50% 33% 75% 25% 29% 25%

SEC03 NewtonR/Seckington Walking & 
Cycling

273.88 No Scores.
0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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NEW01c NewtonR/Seckington Play 773.94

Forms part of the 
large multi 
functional site 
above.  See 
scores above. 83% 21% 50% 36% 25% 23% 33% 33%



 
1 

NORTH WARWICKSHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
SURVEY OF OPEN SPACE, SPORT AND RECREATION 

COMMUNITY SURVEY 
 

Thank you very much for completing this questionnaire, which should take only 10-15 minutes. We 
need your response by Monday 5th June  2006. 
 
Please note that the general term ‘open space’ covers many different types of provision, including 
playing fields, outdoor sports facilities such as tennis courts and bowling greens, children’s play 
areas, facilities for young people such as skateparks, formal parks and gardens, countryside and 
wildlife areas, footpaths, bridleways and cycleways, allotments and smaller grass areas for sitting 
out in and playing informal sport.  It also includes ‘civic areas’, such as pedestrianised areas and 
market squares.  A few questions relate to sports facilities as well. 
 
Some of the questions may seem quite long or repetitive, but we would be most grateful if you 
could complete them, as all the information gained will be used and be of value. 
 
Before we begin, we would be grateful if you could complete this front section.     
 

All information will be treated confidentially.    
 

 
A Are you male or female?    Male   Female 
 
B  Which age group are you in? 

   Under 16 years   17 - 19 years   20 - 24 years   25 - 34 years  

  35 - 44 years   45 - 54 years   55 - 64 years   65 - 74 years  

  75 – 84 years    over 85 years 

 
C To which of these groups do you consider you belong? 

 White    Asian     Black    

 Chinese      Person of Mixed Heritage   Other Ethnic Group  
 
D Are you a parent?      Yes    No 
 
E  If Yes, please state the NUMBER of children you have still living at home in the  
 following age groups: 

 
  Number  Number  Number  Number 

0 -  4 years 
old 

 5 - 10  
years old 

 11 - 16  
years old 

 17 -  20 
years old 

 

  
F Please tick ONE of the following, whether you are: 

 Employed full time (30 hours/ week+)  On a government work-training programme  
 Employed part-time    In full time education    
 Self-employed    Student plus part-time employed  
 Full time in home/housewife   Retired    
 Unemployed     Other  

 
G Are you registered disabled?      Yes    No 

H Does illness or disability limit your activities in any way?  Yes    No 

I Do you have access to a car for transport?    Yes    No 

J If you are in employment, in which town or village do you work?............................................................. 

K Please write here the name of the town or village where you live……................................................. 

L and please give your postcode………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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NORTH WARWICKSHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
SURVEY OF OPEN SPACE  

 

A THE TYPES OF OPEN SPACE AND SPORTS FACILITIES YOU VISIT  

 
Q1 Please tick how often YOU visit or use EACH of the following types of open space and other facilities 

within North Warwickshire Borough and also if you tend to visit in the summer only or all year round.   
We appreciate that this is a long list but the information you provide on each facility will be very 
useful.  (Some of the categories may overlap). 
 

Frequency of visit/use Time of Year  
Type of open spaces and sports 
facilities within North 
Warwickshire Borough  

 
Almost 
every 
day  

About 
once or 
twice a  
week 

 
About 
once a 
fortnight 

 
About 
once a 
month 

 
 

Less 
Often 

 
 
 

Never 

 
Mainly 
Summer 

use 

 
All year 
round  
use 

Local Parks         

Equipped Children’s Play Areas  
(up to 12 yrs) 

        

Outdoor facilities for teenagers  
(e.g. basketball, skateboard parks, BMX) 

        

Playing Fields for football, cricket, 
rugby 

        

Recreation Ground/Village green         

Tennis/netball courts & outdoor 
bowling greens 

        

Areas to sit out in or play ball 
games 

        

Cycle paths 
 

        

Footpaths, riverside walks,          

Bridleways  (horse riding) 
 

        

Country Parks           

Countryside/ Woodland areas         

Nature reserves or wildlife areas         

Paved areas for walking& sitting  
(such as market squares, promenades) 

        

Cemeteries and churchyards  
 

        

Allotments         

Artificial turf pitches  
(‘astros’) for hockey, football etc 

        

Golf courses          

Outdoor sports e.g. motor cycle 
scrambling 

        

Outdoor water sports facilities         

Outdoor swimming pools         

Village halls/community centres         

Indoor sports/leisure  centres         

Indoor swimming pools         

Large indoor facilities such as indoor  
tennis centres and bowling rinks 
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Q2 Do you regularly visit any areas of open space outside North Warwickshire Borough? (Please tick) 

      Yes    No  

Q3 If YES, please give details of up to three areas you visit most often:  
  

 Frequency of visit/use Time of  Year 

Type of open spaces or sports 
facilities outside North Warwickshire 
Borough 

 
Almost 
every 
day  

About 
once or 
twice a  
week 

 
About 
once a 
fortnight 

 
About 
once a 
month 

 
 

Less 
Often 

 
Mainly 
Summer 
Use 

 
All year 
round 
use 

        

        

        

 

B THE LOCAL AREA OF OPEN SPACE IN NORTH WARWICKSHIRE BOROUGH THAT 
YOU VISIT OR USE THE MOST OFTEN 

 
Q4 Please give the name of the local area of open space within North Warwickshire Borough that you 

visit or use the most often.  (This could be, for example, a play area, a park, playing fields, a nature 
reserve, a country park or just a small area of grass where you can sit).   (Please give the location if you 
don’t know the name) 

 
 Name/Location...................................................................................................................................... 
 ............................................................................................................................................................... 
 
Q5 How far, approximately, is this area of open space from your home?    (Please tick one box) 

 Less than 100m     100m - 400m (¼ mile)            
 400m – 800m (¼ - ½ mile)  800m – 1600m (½  mile - 1 mile)             
 Between 1 and 3 miles  More than 3 miles           
 Don’t know  

 
Q6 How long does it take you to reach this area of open space?    (Please tick one box)  

 Up to a minute       1 to 5 minutes             6 to 10 minutes 
 11 to 15 minutes  16 to 20 minutes    Over  20 minutes   

 
Q7 How do you usually get to this area of open space?    (Please tick one box showing main method)          

              Walk                   Car, van or  m/cycle (driver)              Bus  
 Bicycle   Car, van or  m/cycle (passenger)      Other 

 
Q8 How often do you visit or use this area of open space?  (Please tick one box) 

  Almost every day   About once or twice a week    About once a fortnight    
  About once a month  Less often     

 

Q9 In which season(s) do you visit this open space? (Please tick all that apply) 

  Spring   Summer   Autumn   Winter   

Q10 Please tick up to five main reasons why you visit or use this open space:      

  To use as a through route/short cut    To walk the dog 
 To walk        To cycle 
 To use sports facilities (e.g. pitches, courts)    To socialise/meet with family or friends 
 To play informally  (e.g. ball games, kites)   To visit a children’s play area  
 To jog/take some exercise     To sit and relax, picnic etc   
 To enjoy the natural environment and wildlife   To look at floral displays/planting  
 To attend events and festivals    To take part in other sports/leisure 
 To spend my lunchtime break there    (e.g. riding, motor sports)   

 
Other (please state)     .......................................................................................................................... 

 
Q11 How long do you usually spend there? (Please tick one box) 

  Less than 30 minutes     Half an hour to an hour   One to two hours  
 Two to four hours      More than four hours 
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contd/Q12 

 
Q12 Do you regularly visit any other areas of open space within North Warwickshire? (Please tick) 

     Yes    No       

Q13 If YES, please give details of up to three areas you visit most often:   
  

 Frequency of visit/use Time of Year 

Type of open spaces or sports 
facilities within North Warwickshire 
Borough 

 
Almost 
every 
day  

About 
once or 
twice a  
week 

 
About 
once a 
fortnight 

 
About 
once a 
month 

 
 

Less 
Often 

 
Mainly 
Summer 
Use Only 

 
All year 
round 
use 

        

        

        

 
 

C TRAVEL TIMES FOR VISITS TO OPEN SPACE AND SPORTS FACILITIES 

 
Q14 How long would you normally be prepared to travel to visit the following types of open space and 

sports facilities? Please also tick whether you would walk, cycle, drive or use other forms of 
transport.  We would like your views on all the facilities listed.  Thank you.   

 

Time (in minutes)  
I am prepared to spend travelling 

Preferred Method of Travel 
 (Please tick) 

 
 
Type of open space or sports 
facility  

 
Up to 
a 

minute  

 
1 to 5 
mins 

 
6 to  
10 
mins 

 
11 to  
15 
mins 

 
16 to  
20 
mins 

 
More 
than20 
mins 

 
Do not 
wish to 
use  

 
Walk 

 
Drive
/car 

 
Cycle 

 

 
Other 

Local Parks            
Equipped Children’s Play Areas             
Outdoor facilities for teenagers             
Playing Fields for pitch sports            
Recreation Ground / Village green            
Tennis and netball courts/bowling             
Area to sit out in / play ball games            
Cycle paths            
Footpaths            
Bridleways            
Country Parks            
Countryside/ Woodland areas            
Nature reserves or wildlife areas            
Paved areas for walking/sitting             
Cemeteries and churchyards            
Allotments            
Artificial turf pitches (‘astros’)            
Golf courses             
Other outdoor sports            
Outdoor water sports facilities            
Outdoor swimming pools            
Village halls/community centres            
Indoor sports/leisure centres            
Indoor swimming pools            
Large indoor facilities, e.g  indoor 
tennis centres & bowling rinks 

           

 
 
Q15 Are you a parent or guardian of a child aged up to 12 years?    
 

     Yes     No 
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Q16 If Yes, for how long are you prepared to walk with your child(ren) to a play area ? (Please tick one box) 

 
 Up to a minute        1 to 5 minutes   6 to 10 minutes   
 11 to 15 minutes   16 to 20 minutes     Over 20 minutes   
 It depends – it can vary  We don’t do this activity   

 
 

Q17 Are you are a parent or guardian of a child aged 12 years or over ?    
 

      Yes    No 
 
Q18  If Yes – if you know, for how long are they prepared to walk or cycle to an open space to meet their 

friends, play sports, skateboard etc? (Please tick one box) 
 

 Up to a minute    1 to 5 minutes   6 to 10 minutes 
 11 to 15 minutes     16 to 20 minutes   21 to 30 minutes 
 It depends – it can vary  Don’t know  

 

 

D YOUR GENERAL VIEWS ON OPEN SPACE 
 
Q19  What do you consider to be the THREE most important issues in relation to areas of open  

Space. Put them in order of priority by entering 1, 2, and 3 as appropriate. 
  

 They should be easy to get to for all members of the community  

 They should be easy to get around by all members of the community   

 There should be good footpath and cycleway links to and between them 

 They should be clean and free from litter and graffiti     

 They should be safe and secure for those using them    

 There should be adequate control of dogs and be free from dog fouling  

 They should be well supervised and have staff on-site    

 To should have good signposting and information about what’s available 

 There should be control of noise and unsocial behaviour    

 Equipment and grounds should be of high quality and well maintained  

 They should have a range of facilities including cafes and toilets 

 
Q20 Do you think that children and young people should be allowed to play ball games on informal open 

space areas near their homes? 
       Yes     No 
  
Q21  Would you like to visit more areas of open space or go more often than you do at the moment? 
  
      Yes    No 
 
Q22 Would ANY of the following encourage you to make greater use of the open spaces in North 

Warwickshire Borough?(Please tick all that apply and give any other reasons on the following page)  
 

 If I had more information about what was available 
 If there were easier/better ways to get there by public transport 
 If it was cheaper to get there by public transport   
 If existing facilities were improved e.g. better toilets, cafes, car parking, seating etc 
 If new open spaces and facilities were provided  
 If maintenance was improved e.g. grass cutting, cleaning, painting etc  
 If the areas were made safer and more secure e.g. better lighting, CCTV etc 
 If there were more suitable open spaces near my home   
 If there were more suitable open spaces near my place of work/study (specify below)  
 If there were more activities and events for me to go to   
 If I had someone to go with      
 If I were in better health/more mobile     
 If I had more spare time       
 If they were more suitable for my activities/interests   
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Other reasons (please write)______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Q23  In general, how do you rate the following provision in North Warwickshire Borough?    (Please tick) 
 

      Type of open spaces and sports 
facilities within North Warwickshire 
Borough  

Very 
Good 

Good Average Poor Very 
Poor 

No 
Opinion 

The number and quality of local 
parks/recreation grounds 

      

The range & quality of play facilities 
for young children 

      

The range & quality of outdoor 
facilities for young people 

      

The range & quality of outdoor sports 
facilities  

      

Recreation Ground/Village green       

Tennis/netball courts & outdoor 
bowling greens 

      

Areas to sit out in or play ball games       

Cycle paths 
 

      

Footpaths, riverside walks,        

Bridleways  (horse riding) 
 

      

Country Parks         

Countryside/ Woodland areas       

Local nature reserves and wildlife 
areas   

      

Paved areas for walking& sitting  (such 
as market squares, promenades) 

      

Cemeteries and churchyards  
 

      

Allotments       

Artificial turf pitches  
(‘astros’) for hockey, football etc 

      

Golf courses        

Outdoor sports e.g. motor cycle 

scrambling 

      

Outdoor water sports facilities       

Outdoor swimming pools       

Village halls/community centres       

Indoor sports/leisure  centres       

Indoor swimming pools       

Large indoor facilities such as indoor  
tennis centres and bowling rinks 
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Q24 How do you rate the following aspects of open space provision in North Warwickshire Borough?   
 

 

 
Please write here any further comments you have on open space which may not have been covered 
in your above responses, for example, comments on quality and/or suggestions for improvement.   
Any comments you have on the questionnaire itself would also be appreciated. 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 

     THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR COMPLETING THIS QUESTIONNAIRE. 
Please return in envelope provided by Monday 5th June 2006. If you have mislaid or did not 
receive your envelope, return for data-entry to: Leisure & the Environment, FREEPOST 
NAT21744, Dumfries DG2 0BR (no stamp required).  
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Finally, if you would be interested in taking part in a discussion to help improve sport, 
recreation and open space provision in North Warwickshire please give us your contact 
details: 
 
Name: …………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Address: 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
Telephone Number: ……………………….. e-mail: …………………………………………………… 

       
Aspect of open space provision  Very 

Good 
Good Average Poor Very 

Poor 
No 
Opinion 

Variety of different types and sizes of open space              

Formal planting displays, shrubs and flower beds
  

      

Cleanliness and freedom from litter & graffiti       

Provision of special events and festivals        

Provision of shelters and seating         

Car parking       

Areas and bins for dog fouling        

Signposting and information boards and leaflets         

Lighting        

Security and feeling safe         



Site Name Ward Number of Pitches OwnershipType AccessType ManagementType Sub Area
ANSLEY HALL Arley and Whitacre Ward 2 Local Authority Pay and Play Local Authority (in house) East
BRETTS HALL Arley and Whitacre Ward 1 Local Authority Pay and Play Local Authority (in house) East
RECTORY ROAD Arley and Whitacre Ward 2 Local Authority Pay and Play Local Authority (in house) East
QUEEN ELIZABETH SCHOOL (FOUNDATION) Atherstone Central Ward 2 Community school Sports Club / Community Association School/College/University (in house) East
ROYAL MEADOW DRIVE Atherstone North Ward 2 Local Authority Pay and Play Local Authority (in house) East
SHEEPY ROAD Atherstone North Ward 1 Sports Club Private Use Sport Club East
MANCETTER REC Atherstone South and Mancetter Ward 3 Local Authority Pay and Play Local Authority (in house) East
RIDGE LANE Atherstone South and Mancetter Ward 1 Local Authority Pay and Play Local Authority (in house) East

14

BOOT HILL Baddesley and Grendon Ward 1 Local Authority Pay and Play Local Authority (in house) North
AUSTREY PLAYING FIELD Newton Regis and Warton Ward 1 Sports Club Pay and Play Sport Club North
ABBEY GREEN Polesworth East Ward 2 Local Authority Pay and Play Local Authority (in house) North
POLESWORTH HIGH SCHOOL Polesworth West Ward 3 Community school Sports Club / Community Association - North
KITWOOD AVENUE RECREATION GROUND Dordon Ward 1 Local Authority Pay and Play Local Authority (in house) North
WARTON RECREATION GROUND Newton Regis and Warton Ward 1 Local Authority Pay and Play Local Authority (in house) North

9

MEMORIAL PARK Coleshill South Ward 1 Community Organisation Pay and Play Community Organisation South
THE COLESHILL SCHOOL Coleshill South Ward 3 Community school Sports Club / Community Association - South
BIRCH COPPICE SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB Fillongley Ward 1 Other Sports Club / Community Association - South
SHUSTOKE PLAYING FIELD Fillongley Ward 1 Community Organisation Pay and Play Community Organisation South
COLESHILL TOWN, PACKINGTON LANE Coleshill South Ward Sports Club Private Use Sport Club South

6

HURLEY DAW MILL Hurley and Wood End Ward 1 Local Authority Pay and Play Local Authority (in house) West
PICCADILLY Hurley and Wood End Ward 2 Local Authority Pay and Play Local Authority (in house) West
WOOD END REC Hurley and Wood End Ward 1 Local Authority Pay and Play Local Authority (in house) West
KINGSBURY SWIMMING POOL Kingsbury Ward 1 Community school Sports Club / Community Association School/College/University (in house) West
SYCAMORE ROAD Kingsbury Ward 1 Local Authority Pay and Play Local Authority (in house) West
VICARAGE LANE PLAYING FIELD Water Orton Ward 1 Community Organisation Private Use Community Organisation West
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Site Name Ward Number of Pitches OwnershipType AccessType ManagementType Sub Area
GRANGE ROAD Hartshill Ward 1 Local Authority Pay and Play Local Authority (in house) East
HARTSHILL SCHOOL (FOUNDATION) Hartshill Ward 1 Community school Sports Club / Community Association School/College/University (in house) East
QUEEN ELIZABETH SCHOOL (FOUNDATION) Atherstone Central Ward 1 Community school Sports Club / Community Association School/College/University (in house) East

3

POLESWORTH HIGH SCHOOL Polesworth West Ward 2 Community school Sports Club / Community Association School/College/University (in house) North
ABBEY GREEN Polesworth East Ward 1 Local Authority Pay and Play Local Authority (in house) North

3

MEMORIAL PARK Coleshill South Ward 1 Community Organisation Pay and Play Community Organisation South
1

WOOD END REC Hurley and Wood End Ward 1 Local Authority Pay and Play Local Authority (in house) West
HURLEY DAW MILL Hurley and Wood End Ward 1 Local Authority Pay and Play Local Authority (in house) West

2



Site Name Ward Number of Pitches OwnershipType AccessType Sub Area
ATHERSTONE TOWN CRICKET CLUB Atherstone North Ward 1 Sports Club Registered Membership use East
BIRCH COPPICE SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB Dordon Ward 1 Other Sports Club / Community Association North
NORTH WARWICKSHIRE CRICKET CLUB (HERMITAGE HILL) Polesworth East Ward 1 Sports Club Registered Membership use North
THE PARKS Fillongley Ward 1 Sports Club Registered Membership use South
WATER ORTON CRICKET CLUB Water Orton Ward 1 Sports Club Sports Club / Community Association West
CORLEY CRICKET CLUB, TAMWORTH ROAD, CORLEY Fillongley Ward 1 Sports Club Sports Club / Community Association South
CHURCH LANE, WISHAW Curdworth 1 Sports Club Sports Club / Community Association West
COLESHILL ROAD, WATER ORTON Water Orton Ward 1 Sports Club Sports Club / Community Association West
COTTON ROAD, NETHER WHITACRE Arley and Whitacre Ward 1 Sports Club Sports Club / Community Association South
MEMORIAL PARK, PARKFIELD ROAD Coleshill South Ward 1 South
ANSLEY HALL Arley and Whitacre Ward 1 Sports Club Sports Club / Community Association East



Site Name Ward Number of Pitches OwnershipType AccessType Sub Area
OLD SALTLEIANS RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB Water Orton Ward 2 Sports Club Sports Club / Community Association West
POLESWORTH HIGH SCHOOL Polesworth West Ward 2 Community school Sports Club / Community Association North
SPARTANS RUGBY UNION FOOTBALL CLUB Curdworth Ward 1 Sports Club Registered Membership use West
THE COLESHILL SCHOOL Coleshill South Ward 1 Community school Sports Club / Community Association South
ATHERSTONE RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB Atherstone North Ward 1 Community school Sports Club / Community Association East



Site Name Ward Number of Pitches OwnershipType AccessType Sub Area
POLESWORTH HIGH SCHOOL Polesworth West Ward 2 Community school Sports Club / Community Association North



ASTON VILLA FOOTBALL CLUB - BODYMOOR HEATH TRAININ Curdworth Ward 3 adult Sports Club Private Use Sport Club West

ASTON VILLA FOOTBALL CLUB - BODYMOOR HEATH TRAININ Curdworth Ward 4 junior Sports Club Private Use Sport Club West

CORLEY (COVENTRY) SCHOOL Fillongley Ward 1junior Community Special School Private Use - South



APPENDIX 5 
CATCHMENT AREA MAPS 

MAP 1 BOROUGH PLAY AREAS 
 

 



MAP 2 BOROUGH YOUTH FACILITIES 
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MAP 3 
ACCESS TO CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE’S SPACE ACROSS THE BOROUGH 

 
MAP 4 

ACCESS TO YOUTH AND KICKABOUT AREAS ACROSS THE BOROUGH 
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MAP 5  
ACCESS TO JUNIOR AND TODDLER PLAY ACROSS THE BOROUGH 

 
MAP 6 

ACCESS TO FAMILY PLAY AREAS ACROSS THE BOROUGH 
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MAP 7 - ACCESS TO INFORMAL OPEN SPACE ACROSS THE BOROUGH 

 
 

MAP 8 - ACCESS TO TOWN AND POCKET PARKS ACROSS THE BOROUGH 
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MAP 9  
ACCESS TO OUTDOOR SPORTS FACILITIES ACROSS THE BOROUGH 

 
 

MAP 10 ACCESS TO PARKS AND INFORMAL OPEN SPACE IN ATHERSTONE 
& MANCETTER 
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MAP 11 
ACCESS TO CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE’S SPACE IN ATHERSTONE 

 
 

MAP 12 ACCESS TO OUTDOOR SPORTS SPACE IN ATHERSTONE 
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MAP 13 ACCESS TO PARKS AND INFORMAL OPEN SPACE IN COLESHILL 

 
 

MAP 14 ACCESS TO CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE’S SPACE IN COLESHILL 
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MAP 15 ACCESS TO OUTDOOR SPORTS SPACE IN COLESHILL 

 
 

MAP 16 
ACCESS TO PARKS & INFORMAL OPEN SPACE IN POLESWORTH & DORDON 
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