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PART 1: INTRODUCTION
This is the Playing Pitch Strategy commissioned by North Warwickshire Borough Council
(NWBC). It provides a clear, strategic framework for the maintenance and improvement of
existing playing pitches, outdoor sports facilities and ancillary facilities between 2010 and
2021. This Strategy will be capable of:
 Providing a clear investment strategy for outdoor sports facility provision within the
local authority area.
 Providing a clear framework for all outdoor sports facility providers, including the
public, private and third sectors.
 Clearly addressing the needs of all identified sports within the local area, picking up
particular local demand issues.
 Addressing issues of population growth, and or major growth/regeneration areas up
to 2021.
 Addressing issues of cross boundary provision.
 Addressing issues of accessibility, quality and management with regard to facility
provision.
 Standing up to scrutiny at a public inquiry as a robust study.
 Providing realistic aspirations which are implementable within the local authority‟s
budgetary position and procurement regime.
The Strategy has been developed from research and analysis of playing pitch and
outdoor sports facility provision and usage within the Borough and it provides:
 A strategic framework for improvement, maintenance, development and, as
appropriate, rationalisation of the playing pitch and outdoor sports facility stock in the
Borough.
 A strategic vision for the future improvement and prioritisation of playing pitch and
outdoor sports facilities (including ancillary facilities) in North Warwickshire.
 Robust evidence to support work on the North Warwickshire Local Development
Framework.
The Strategy recommends a number of priority projects for the Borough, which should be
implemented from 2010 to 2021. It should be recognised that the Strategy is outlined to
provide a framework and, although resources may not currently be in place to implement
it, partners and possible sources of external funding have been identified. There is a need
to build key partnerships with schools, community clubs, town and parish councils and
private landowners to maintain and improve playing pitch and outdoor sports facility
provision. In these instances the potential for the Council to take a strategic lead is more
limited (except in terms of Section 106 Agreements). This document provides clarity
about the way forward, and allows the Council to focus on key issues that it can directly
influence and achieve.

October 2010

Knight Kavanagh & Page

5

NORTH WARWICKSHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL
PLAYING PITCH STRATEGY

National context
The provision of an accessible range of community outdoor sports facilities at a local level
is a key requirement for achieving the targets set out by the Government and Sport
England. It is vital that this strategy is cognisant of and works towards these targets in
addition to local priorities and plans.
Sport England Strategy
Sport England has recently clarified its primary role; to grow, sustain and excel
participation in community sport. Its ambition is to get more people playing and enjoying
sport and to help those with talent get to the very top. It seeks to achieve this through
working closely with national governing bodies of sport and building strong partnerships
with local authorities.
The strategy commits Sport England to deliver on a series of demanding targets by
2012/13:






One million people doing more sport.
A 25% reduction in the number of 16-18 year olds who drop out of five key sports.
Improved talent development systems in at least 25 sports.
A measurable increase in people‟s satisfaction with their experience.
A major contribution to the delivery of the five hour sports offer for children and young
people.

Game Plan
Game Plan is the Government‟s strategy for sport and physical activity through to 2020.
It was published in December 2002 and presents a vision for England to become the
most active and successful sporting nation in the world. It sets an ambitious target of
encouraging 70% of the UK‟s population to lead an active life by 2020 and for Sport
England to increase participation 1% year on year.
A key premise of Game Plan is that participation levels need to be raised for the whole
population, but that interventions should focus upon economically disadvantaged groups
and within those, especially on young people, women and older people. For young
people, a linked aim is to develop „physical literacy‟ (i.e., ability across a range of skills).
It also identifies the relevance and the importance of locally available facilities.
Playing to Win
„Playing to Win‟ is the Government‟s plan to get more people taking up sport simply for
the love of sport; to expand the pool of talented English sportsmen and women; and to
break records, win medals and win tournaments for this country.
The vision is to give more people of all ages the opportunity to participate in high quality
competitive sport. To deliver this vision, there is a need to develop an integrated and
sustainable sporting system which will nurture and develop sporting talent, underpinned
by a high quality club and competition structure.
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PART 2: SUMMARY OF ISSUES FROM ASSESSMENT REPORT
This section summarises the key issues identified in the Assessment Report. The Strategy
has been developed in recognition of the consultation findings whilst drawing upon a core
series of objectives which should be applied across the board and should not be attributed
to any one particular type of facility.
Football
 There are 63 football pitches available for community use in North Warwickshire,
accommodating 154 teams (including senior, junior and mini). In addition, there are
c16 pitches not currently available for community use, the majority of which are on
school sites.
 Consultation strongly suggests that there is a current shortfall of junior and mini
pitches. This is further reflected in the supply and demand analysis, which highlights
an oversupply of senior football pitches but a shortfall of junior and mini pitches. The
overall deficit of junior and mini pitches is most pronounced in the Area Forum North
area. This is likely to be due to the number of sites suffering from overplay, and the
large number of junior teams in the area which use senior pitches in the area.
 In total, 12 sites are said to be overplayed (comprising 13 senior, one junior and
three mini pitches), to an equivalent of 11 matches per week across the Borough.
 Specifically, Polesworth Station Road, North Warwickshire Sports & Social Club and
Newton Regis Playing Fields have the greatest levels of overplay. Most overplay is
attributed to junior teams being assigned to a particular site and that particular site
not containing formal marked out pitches of that size.
 Consultation suggests that there is an increasing need for investment in ancillary
facilities. The majority of users commented on poor quality changing facilities across
the Borough. Clubs identify that a lack of good quality changing is a concern in terms
of attracting junior players and retaining adult players.
 There is also a lack of changing facilities across the Borough, in particular regarding
the lack of separate changing areas for males and females, which could in the future,
inhibit the growth of junior/mini football.
 Six clubs express latent demand: this equates to an additional requirement of one
and a half senior and six and a half junior pitches.
 There are no astro turf pitches available in the Borough and as such this presents an
undersupply of training pitches for football, to some extent this may be resulting in
some grass pitches being overplayed. Public tennis courts are currently used in the
area for football training.
Cricket
 There are 14 cricket pitches available for community use in North Warwickshire,
accommodating 103 teams (including senior and junior). In addition, there are two
school pitches which are not currently available for community use.
 It would appear that through analysis of play, a large number of pitches are currently
operating beyond capacity due to the large number of junior and senior teams in the
area.
 The audit of pitches identifies a total of 16 senior cricket pitches, of which 14 were
found to be good quality. Queen Elizabeth School is assessed as poor quality.
 Users generally highlight cricket pitch quality in the Borough to be good. However, a
small number of clubs suggest litter and evidence of dog fouling can be an issue.
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 A number of clubs in the Borough have access to training nets at their homeground.
Clubs tend to access indoor provision at the Midlands Cricket Centre, Nuneaton.
Although this site is located outside of the assessment area, this is considered by
WCB, to be within an acceptable distance to travel.
 Latent demand is expressed by three clubs; Water Orton, Coleshill and Atherstone
Town which equates to the need for an additional 2.5 cricket pitches.
 The supply and demand analysis highlights a deficiency in cricket pitch provision at
peak time (midweek) in all areas.
 The high levels of pitch deficiency expressed can be explained, in part, by the large
number of junior teams allocated to cricket pitches in North Warwickshire. Future
deficiency is still predicted, however, this could be slightly reduced by increasing
access to education sites.
 There will still be a need to seek additional pitches to accommodate predicted future
growth and the likely need for some clubs to have access to second pitches (some of
which is expressed through the latent demand).
Rugby
 There are 11 pitches in North Warwickshire and four clubs are active in the area and
play on pitches provided at privately owned sports clubs, and by lease/rental
agreement, in the larger settlements within North Warwickshire
 There are no dedicated junior or mini rugby pitches provided in North Warwickshire.
Juniors/minis tend to play either across senior pitches or on areas marked out with
cones. This creates significant overplay, as in order to account for junior/mini teams,
they are allocated to the site.
 The ownership and maintenance varies between the Clubs and there are some
issues due to ground sharing and seasonal cross over with cricket
 In general, clubs in North Warwickshire report that membership levels have either
increased, or stayed the same.
 Three sites are currently being played beyond their capacity: Royal Meadow Drive
(KKP ref 23), Spartans RFC (KKP ref 35) and Old Saltleians RFC (KKP ref 38),
which will be detrimentally affecting the quality of the site.
 There is anticipated to be a surplus of senior pitches in North Warwickshire, but a
deficiency in both junior and mini pitches. The deficit of junior and mini pitches can be
equated for in the surplus of senior pitches, as the majority of juniors will be playing
on senior sized pitches.
Bowls
 There are 10 bowling greens, six flat lawn and four crown, accommodating a total of
55 teams.
 NWBC own one site; Abbey Green Park in Polesworth. The remaining greens are
either privately owned or leased.
 Clubs generally do not believe that increasing the number of bowling greens in the
area would increase club membership. However, users report demand for additional
provision in Atherstone to accommodate latent demand.
 Site assessments scored sites as either good or excellent. No sites received a poor
score. However, Baddesley Colliery, report its home green is of slightly poorer quality
since last season.
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 Analysis of club membership indicates that nearly half of clubs report senior
membership has remained static over the last three years. Clubs that are seeking to
increase membership suggest any increase can be accommodated on existing
provision.
Tennis
 There are 30 tennis courts in North Warwickshire and five tennis clubs. The level of
provision and size varies between each club and site.
 Coleshill TC specifies demand for an additional court. There is also some
opportunity, if required, to floodlight courts to create additional capacity at Water
Orton and Curdworth tennis clubs in the future.
 Although public provision is generally underused for casual use, it is recommended
this type of provision forms an intrinsic feature to many public recreation grounds and
provides opportunities for casual participation, which may otherwise not be captured.
 Public courts in the area are also used for football training, resulting in the quality of
provision to be reduced and them seldom available for casual tennis.
Hockey
 There are no full size synthetic turf pitches (STPs) in North Warwickshire. There is
one grass hockey pitch located at Queen Elizabeth School, Atherstone (QE).
 Atherstone Adders Hockey Club is the only hockey club in the Borough. It plays its
matches at William Bradford Community College, Leicester and trains at Belgrave
High School, Tamworth (both sites are located outside the local authority area).
 There is no schools hockey league at present in the Borough. It is likely that the
provision of a STP will help to raise the profile of the Sport within local schools and
enable a schools hockey league. The provision of a STP at Queen Elizabeth School
will satisfy levels of current demand in the Borough.
 The provision of a STP at Queen Elizabeth School will satisfy levels of demand. It is
anticipated that it will be primarily used by Atherstone Adders Hockey Club and the
School.
Education
 There are 36 playing pitches (including all types), 24 tennis courts and 10 netball
courts at schools in North Warwickshire.
 Community use varies according to individual school circumstance
 In the majority of instances, where pitches are available and in use, access to school
changing accommodation is limited or non-existent.
 Quality of changing provision at secondary schools is generally of old stock and in
need of modernisation.
 The quality and quantity of sports facilities (pitch and non pitch) at school sites varies
across the Borough.
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PART 3: A STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK FOR FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS
Introduction
The following section provides a framework for NWBC and its partners to maintain and
improve the playing pitch and outdoor sports facilities across the Borough. The overall
vision in North Warwickshire is to achieve an increase in participation in sport and
physical activity in line with regional and national targets and aspirations. In order to
achieve this, it is vital that the Strategy, emerging from the Assessment Report, provides
all stakeholders in the Borough with an opportunity to deal with the issues inside a clear,
yet achievable, framework.
The Strategy will also respond to other drivers including the Sustainable Community
Strategy, sports development objectives and as appropriate, City Academies programme
(likely to replace Building Schools for the Future).
Vision
The proposed vision for playing pitches and outdoor sports facilities (including ancillary
facilities) in North Warwickshire is that:
‘By 2021 North Warwickshire will have a range of high quality outdoor sports facilities
across the Borough which offer increased opportunities for all to participate in both formal
and informal sport, thereby enhancing the quality of life and health of its residents and
communities.’
The vision takes account of and draws upon the Council‟s corporate priorities (09/10) with
the aim “of the Council being recognised for providing high quality services to its
communities, through listening, learning and leading with openness.”
The Council states seven corporate priorities in working to achieve its aim:
 Enhancing community involvement and access to services.
 Improving housing in the Borough by delivering more affordable housing and
achieving the Decent Homes Standard for our own stock.
 Protecting and improving our environment.
 Defending and improving our countryside and rural heritage.
 Tackling health inequalities through improving well-being and providing leisure
opportunities to all our citizens.
 Working with our partners to tackle crime, the fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.
 Making best use of resources through achieving a balanced budget and developing
our workforce.

October 2010

Knight Kavanagh & Page

10

NORTH WARWICKSHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL
PLAYING PITCH STRATEGY

The Sustainable Community Strategy is the over-arching framework for all key services in
the Borough covering the period 2009 to 2026. The Strategy has been developed in close
collaboration with the emerging Local Development Framework (Core Strategy) which will
guide future land use and spatial planning in the area and other key strategies such as
housing, community safety, health, economic and cultural strategies. Therefore, it is
important that this Strategy also recognises the vision of the Sustainable Community
Strategy which aims for North Warwickshire to be:
‘A place where people want to live, work and visit, now and in the future, which meets the
diverse needs of existing and future residents, is sensitive to the local environment, and
contributes to a high quality of life. A place which is safe and inclusive, well planned, built
and run, and offers equality of opportunity and good services for all’
It also sets out three key priorities for improving the overall quality of life in North
Warwickshire from 2009 to 2021. These are:
 Raising aspirations, educational attainment and skills.
 Developing healthier communities.
 Improving access to services.
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PART 4: OBJECTIVES
The following objectives have been developed via the combination of information
gathered during consultation, site visits and evaluation. They reflect key areas to be
addressed over its lifetime. However, implementation must be considered in the context
of financial implications and the need for some proposals to also meet planning
considerations.
The proposed vision is based upon a clear, achievable framework of strategic objectives
(within boxed text which should be adopted as policy) which will be supported by a range
of management objectives (set out below the strategic objective). The management
objectives will need to be implemented to enable the strategic objectives to be delivered.

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 1
To address quantitative deficiencies (current, future and latent) and plan for new provision (as
and where required).
Management objectives
a. Adopt minimum levels of provision for each area which are accessible and sustainable and
are commensurate with supporting future demand.
b. Rectify identified deficiencies in provision through improvements to the current pitch stock
and ancillary facilities. For example, consider a programme of re-designating a proportion
of the surplus adult pitches for other sports with an identified shortfall (e.g. junior football
and mini-soccer), where another solution has not been identified (i.e. access to additional
provision).
c. Increase the capacity of sites through either redirecting play to sites with spare capacity or
by increasing pitch quality.
d. Use the findings of the Strategy to provide an evidence base for the Local Development
Framework to secure new provision from new development in the Borough.

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 2
To address qualitative deficiencies and enhance existing provision to support high levels of
participation (within a prioritised provision hierarchy).
Management objectives
e. Rectify identified qualitative inadequacies through prioritised improvements to the current
pitch stock and ancillary facilities.
f.
Adopt a Borough wide quality standard.
g. Adopt a tiered hierarchy of provision to prioritise the management and improvement of
facilities within a phased approach and include ancillary facilities such as changing
accommodation and car parking.
h. Secure developer contributions wherever possible to improve the quality of existing outdoor
playing fields in the Borough. Establish an approach to securing developer contributions
which prioritises projects according to a range of core criteria (e.g. strategic need, sports
development objectives, sustainability of provision and work with target groups).
i.
Regularly review and refresh area by area plans taking account of any improvements in
pitch quality (and hence increases in pitch capacity).
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STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 3
To maximise access to all outdoor facilities across the Borough.
Management objectives
j.
Work in partnership with local schools to maintain, improve and ensure effective community
use of school facilities.
k. Secure long term tenure and access to sites across the Borough for high quality,
development minded clubs (i.e. Clubmark/Charter Standard Status), through lease
arrangements.

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 4
To support the development of local sports clubs to meet their needs within the Borough.
Management objectives
l.
Support high levels of participation at clubs which contribute to the achievement of sports
development objectives.
m. Work with local clubs which have achieved quality accreditation to, where relevant, identify
and secure facility improvements, appropriate sites for new facility development and funding
opportunities.
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PART 5: FRAMEWORK FOR IMPROVEMENTS
This section of the Strategy provides (where relevant) guidance and recommendations
which will enable NWBC and its partners to implement the specific management
objectives detailed above.
Management objective (a) Adopt minimum levels of provision for each area which are
accessible and sustainable and are commensurate to supporting future demand.
In order to achieve the management objectives set out within the strategic objectives, it is
vital that NWBC has a clear understanding of the surpluses and deficiencies on an area
by area basis both now and in the future.
Deficiencies in the supply of playing pitches are expressed in a variety of circumstances,
which include:
 An overall shortage of pitches.
 And/or when existing pitch(es) cannot accommodate existing demand, particularly at
peak periods.
 As a result of poor quality facilities which do not offer sufficient capacity.
It is important that some surpluses (i.e. spare capacity) are built into the pitch provision,
and indeed all outdoor sports facilities across the Borough, as an integral aspect of
allowing rest and rotation of pitches and also ensuring that pitches are available for
training purposes as well as to support informal play.
Recommendations identify the need for additional provision, by analysis area, as
identified through the Playing Pitch Model for the future (2021). It is important that the
recommendations for pitches are placed within the wider context of demand and housing
development and consider facility development which may be feasible in the long-term,
as well as where the latent demand/pressure for additional pitches both now and in the
future has been identified. The identified deficiencies can be addressed through a range
of actions including improvements to the current pitch stock and re-aligning a proportion
of the existing pitch stock i.e. changing some senior pitches to junior pitches. Demand for
junior provision should be updated in three years (i.e. 2013) to further quantify it in terms
of provision required. It is important that the Strategy also recognises the long term need
for senior pitches as juniors progress into senior football, cricket and rugby.
Identified surpluses and deficiencies must be considered within the context of other
findings within the report including:
 Variable community use of school pitches which can contribute to the overall pitches
stock.
 The number of sites which are currently not operating at capacity.
 Sites which have fallen out of use.
 The potential to re-align the pitch stock i.e. surplus adult pitches could be re-marked
as junior pitches. However it is important to note that adult pitches should not be lost
completely and levels should also be maintained to support future requirements (i.e.
as junior teams progress to adult football) and to ensure capacity at peak usage time
is retained.
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To ensure that there is an element of future-proofing in-built into the Strategy future
scenarios have been modelled based on population increases up to 2021. Whilst making
accurate predictions is very difficult and demand can change with lifestyle changes and
demographic changes vary significantly over a period as short as 11 years, the scenarios
for the future show, with some certainty that the pressure on junior football and minisoccer pitches, junior rugby and mini-rugby will increase.
It is also important, particularly in planning future provision that surpluses and deficiencies
are understood on an area by area basis especially given the very different issues which
face the areas. For example, in the rural areas provision tends to remain constant as
there are fewer changes to the overall population, however, growth areas such as
Atherstone are likely to experience significant housing growth and hence the pressure for
new facilities in these areas is likely to be greater. Although the Council is a lead partner
in pitch provision, it should support the needs of all sporting clubs and bodies to work
together to make the recommendations of this strategy a reality.
The following tables provide a summary of the surpluses and deficiencies (for playing
pitches) identified at present and the future levels in 2021. The supporting commentary
suggests how such issues can be tackled.
East Forum
Pitch type

Key issues

Proposed action

Senior football

Surplus of 3 senior football
pitches by 2021. Current overplay
of one match per week.

At least two adult football pitches in this
area should be retained to
accommodate overplay identified at
Snowhill Recreation Ground and future
increase in teams.

It is likely that there will be further
adult football pitch pressures in
this area as future TGRs predict
the creation of one additional
senior team.
Junior football

Deficiency of 3 junior football
pitches by 2021.

The undersupply of junior football
pitches could be met by increasing the
use of various sites in the area which
have spare capacity e.g. Queen
Elizabeth School.

Mini-soccer

Deficiency of 3 mini football
pitches by 2021.

The undersupply of mini football pitches
could be met through the re-designation
of one senior football pitch.

Cricket

Deficiency of 2.5 pitches by 2021.

It is vital that current sites are protected.

The deficiency is brought about
by the high number of teams
playing within the analysis area.

The undersupply of pitches should be
rectified through a range of methods
including increasing community use of
school sites.

Slight surplus of adult pitches
(0.9) can be accounted for in
slight deficiency of junior pitches
(0.5).

In the long-term it is likely that
additional pitches will be needed to
accommodate any increase in demand
at Atherston RFC. There is room to
accommodate additional pitches at
Royal Meadow Drive and NWBC should
support any development plans.

Rugby
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North Forum
Pitch type

Key issues

Proposed action

Senior football

Surplus of 6.5 senior football
pitches by 2021.

Increasing pitch quality in the area will
help to reduce overplay.

Senior football is strong in the
area and a number of sites are
overplayed.

NWBC should seek to maintain this
level of provision to allow for a strategic
reserve of pitches for rest and recovery
and for the fulfilment of latent demand.
Re-designating some adult football
pitches to junior and mini pitches will
help to meet deficiencies.

Junior football

Mini-soccer

Cricket

Rugby

October 2010

Deficiency of 10.6 junior pitches
by 2021.

It is vital that all current sites are
protected from development.

There are a very significant
number of junior teams in this
analysis area that are playing
on/across adult pitches.

The undersupply of junior pitches
should be rectified through a range of
methods including:

The conversion of senior pitches
(not a holistic approach) into junior
pitches.

Increased community use of school
sites.

Long term consideration of
establishing a new multi-pitch site
to service the area.

Deficiency of 6 mini pitches by
2021.

It is vital that all current sites are
protected from development.

There are a very significant
number of mini teams in this
analysis area that are playing on
undesignated pitches.

The undersupply of mini pitches should
be rectified through a range of methods
including:

The conversion of senior pitches
(not a holistic approach) into mini
pitches.

Increased community use of school
sites.

Long term consideration of
establishing a new multi-pitch site
to service the area.

Deficiency of 2.5 pitches by 2021.

It is vital that current sites are protected.

The deficiency is brought about
by the high number of teams
playing within the analysis area.

The undersupply of pitches should be
rectified through a range of methods
including increasing community use of
school sites.

There is no rugby currently being
played in the area.

No action required.
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South Forum
Pitch type

Key issues

Proposed action

Senior football

Surplus of 4 senior football
pitches by 2021.

NWBC should seek to maintain some
strategic reserve of pitches for rest and
recovery and for the fulfilment of latent
demand.

Current overplay of one match per
week. However, there is spare
capacity at a number of sites and
play could be consolidated at
local authority sites.

Junior football

Re-designating some adult pitches to
juniors will help to meet deficiencies.

Latent demand expressed for one
senior pitch.

It is important that there is management
of use at over-played sites whereby
play and training is distributed to underplayed locations.

Deficiency of 2.1 junior pitches by
2021.

It is vital that all current sites are
protected from development.

There are a number of junior
teams in this analysis area that
are playing on/across adult
pitches.

The undersupply of junior pitches
should be rectified through a range of
methods including:

The conversion of senior pitches
(not a holistic approach) into junior
pitches.

Increased community use of school
sites.

Long term consideration of
establishing new pitches.

Latent demand expressed for one
junior pitch further exacerbates
deficiency.

Mini-soccer

There is a slight surplus of mini
pitches in the area (1) due to
spare capacity at pitches at Arley
Sports Centre. Poor quality
pitches and changing rooms
inhibit further use of the site.

Development opportunities exist at
Arley Sports Centre which should be
supported by NWBC.

Cricket

Deficiency of 6.2 pitches by 2021.

It is vital that current sites are protected.

The deficiency is brought about
by the high number of teams
playing within the analysis area.

The undersupply of pitches should be
rectified through a range of methods
including:

Increased community use of school
sites.

Long term consideration of
establishing new pitches.
Support proposals made by Coleshill
CC in relation to pitch developments at
Memorial Park in partnership with the
Town Council.

Latent demand is also expressed
by Coleshill CC for one pitch.

Rugby

October 2010

Slight surplus of adult pitches
(1.9) can be accounted for in
slight deficiency of junior pitches
(1.1). However, there is still likely
to be a shortfall of designated
mini pitches (2.4).

NWBC should be supportive of any
pitch development plans and encourage
designation of junior and mini pitches in
the area.
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West Forum
Pitch type

Key issues

Proposed action

Senior football

Surplus of 5 senior pitches by 2021.
Current overplay of 2.5 matches per
week and a number of sites are
played to capacity.

At least three adult football pitches
in this area should be retained to
accommodate overplay identified at
Hurley Daw Mill and Hurley Primary
School and future increase in
teams.

Deficiency of 3 junior pitches by
2021.

It is vital that all current sites are
protected from development.

There are a number of junior teams in
this analysis area that are playing
on/across adult pitches.

The slight undersupply of junior
football pitches could be met by
increasing the use of various sites in
the area which have spare capacity
e.g. Wood End Recreation Ground.

Junior football

Latent demand is expressed for two
junior pitches.
Mini-soccer

Deficiency of 3 mini pitches by 2021.

It is vital that all current sites are
protected from development.
The slight undersupply of mini
football pitches could be met
through the re-designation of one
senior football pitch.

Cricket

Deficiency of 4 pitches by 2021.
The deficiency is brought about by
the high number of teams playing
within the analysis area.
Latent demand is also expressed by
Water Orton CC for access to half a
pitch.

Rugby

October 2010

Slight surplus of adult pitches (1.8) to
some extent can be accounted for the
deficiency of junior pitches (4.8) and
mini pitches (2.7). However, there is
still likely to be a shortfall of
designated junior/mini pitches (5.7).

It is vital that current sites are
protected.
The undersupply of pitches should
be rectified through a range of
methods including:

Increased community use of
school sites.

Long term consideration of
establishing new pitches.
NWBC should be supportive of any
pitch development plans and
encourage designated of junior and
mini pitches in the area.
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Management objective (b) Rectify identified deficiencies in provision through
improvements to the current pitch stock and ancillary facilities. For example, consider a
programme of re-designating a proportion of the surplus adult pitches for other sports
with an identified shortfall (e.g. junior football and mini soccer), where another solution
has not been identified (i.e. access to additional provision).
NWBC and partners should rectify identified inadequacies and meet identified shortfalls
as outlined in the Assessment Report through improvements to the current pitch stock
and ancillary facilities. It is important that the levels of pitch provision are protected,
maintained and enhanced to secure provision now and in the future.
Latent demand, national changes in sport participation and proposed housing growth
should be recognised and factored into future facility planning. Assuming an increase
occurs, it will obviously impact on the future need for certain types of sports facilities.
Sports development work also approximates latent demand which cannot currently be
quantified (i.e. it is not being suppressed by a lack of facilities) but is likely to occur. The
table overleaf highlights the main development trends in each sport and their likely impact
on facilities. However, it is important to note that these may be subject to change.
There is a significant level of demand identified for junior/mini football and rugby pitches.
The Sport England Playing Pitch Model (PPM) used in the Assessment Report highlights
an anticipated future surplus of senior football pitches. Whilst these predictions should not
be used in isolation, they are in line with issues highlighted. However, this type of surplus
is important to overall levels of provision in the context of using adult pitches to
accommodate junior and mini-soccer as multifunctional pitches. Furthermore, surplus
pitches allow some to be rested to protect overall pitch quality in the long term.
Table 5.1: Likely future sport-by-sport demand trends
Sport

Future development trend

Strategy impact

Football

There is significant cross
boundary travel out of NW,
particularly for training facilities
due to a lack of provision in the
area.

Work with clubs to identify facility
development opportunities.

There is a national decline in the
traditional 11 aside game, which
has prompted the FA to develop
U18 and U21 football to ease the
transition into the adult game.

This is likely to increase demand on
existing facilities in the area (particularly
senior pitches).
Continually invest in the improvement of
„key Borough centres‟.

Cricket

Clubs have strong and active
senior and junior sections which
access a range of facilities across
the Borough.

Some clubs are likely to require access
to second pitches to service growing
junior and senior sections e.g. Coleshill
CC.

Rugby

There are a number of clubs in
the Borough (and in neighbouring
areas) with facility development
plans which aim to consolidate
current provision.

Existing clubs are likely to field more
teams in the future, and therefore have a
demand for more pitches. It is important,
therefore, to work with clubs to at least
maintain the current pitch stock.

October 2010
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Sport

Future development trend

Strategy impact

Hockey

Atherstone Adders Hockey Club
is in current discussions
regarding a move back into the
Borough to use new provision at
Queen Elizabeth School.

If the Club are able to play in North
Warwickshire, this will increase hockey
demand and participation in the area.
The Club is also likely to develop juniors
if based in the Borough.

Bowls

Membership remains constant.

Likely that any future increases will be
accommodated on existing facilities.

Tennis

Whilst current demand is being
met clubs note that junior
membership levels are
increasing.

Likely to be greater demand for facilities
in the future. Increases in capacity could
be achieved through floodlighting courts
to provide additional hours.

Underutilised and indeed non-utilised pitches identified within this study could provide
opportunities to add to the overall pitch stock in the Borough and accommodate both
latent and potential future demand. The playing pitch databases include details of sites
which appear to have fallen out of use but which have the capacity to contribute to the
overall pitch stock in areas of high demand and include for example, Shustoke Playing
Fields. Site inspections and any necessary remedial work should be carried out before
allowing teams to use these sites.
Management objective (c) Increase the capacity of sites through either redirecting
play to sites with spare capacity or by increasing pitch quality.
NWBC and partners should work to deliver improvements to pitch sites which are rated
as average quality or below. This will assist in increasing the capacity of sites across the
Borough. Those sites which require capacity improvements include those sites identified
as poor quality in the Assessment Report.
Management objective (d) To use the findings of the Strategy to provide an evidence
base for the Local Development Framework to secure new provision from new housing
development in the Borough.
This is important as the assessment has provided the evidence base to justify protecting
facilities to meet existing/future needs and therefore the development of appropriate
policies through the LDF to secure protection, are required.
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Management objective (e) Adopt a Borough wide quality standard.
To support achievement of this objective NWBC should adopt the following quality
standard for provision, to be achieved by 2021:
‘All outdoor sports facilities should achieve a quality score of 70% and/or be rated as
good quality’
This standard, based on an achievable target using existing quality scoring to provide a
baseline, should be used to identify deficiencies and hence investment should be
prioritised to those sites which fail to meet the proposed quality standard (using the site
audit database, provided in electronic format). The policy approach to these outdoor
recreation facilities achieving these standards should be to enhance quality and therefore
the planning system should seek to protect them.
Good quality refers to facilities that have, for example, good grass cover, an even
surface, are free from vandalism, litter etc, have access for disabled people and are
supported by good quality ancillary facilities including changing accommodation, toilets
and car parking. Please refer to the Sport England quality assessment carried out in the
Assessment Audit.
Management objective (f) Rectify identified qualitative inadequacies through
prioritised improvements to the current pitch stock and ancillary facilities.
It is vital that local clubs and organisations have access to the best facilities possible,
both to accommodate current levels of participation and to stimulate new activity. These
facilities must meet the minimum specification requirements set out by governing bodies
of sport, leagues/competitions as well as (as far as possible) meet the aspirations of
sports clubs in the Borough.
Pitch improvements
In order to improve the overall quality of the playing pitch stock, it is necessary to ensure
that pitches are not overplayed beyond recommended weekly carrying capacity (Sport
England suggests that a good pitch can accommodate two matches per week). This is
determined by assessing pitch quality and allocating a weekly match limit to each. Sites
played beyond capacity may require remedial action to help reduce this, for example at
Polesworth Community Field and Hurley Daw Mill where pitches scored as average and
are overplayed due to poor pitch quality. Whilst this works both ways in so much as poor
pitch condition is a symptom of pitches being played overcapacity, potential
improvements may make sites more attractive and therefore more popular. Hence
creating a continuous cycle of overplay. There is a need to balance pitch improvements
alongside the transfer of play to alternative pitch sites.
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Ancillary improvements
There are a number of rural sites in North Warwickshire which are not served by
changing facilities. These sites, in effect, can be considered poor quality. Furthermore,
there are also some key sites that have poor quality facilities. The lack of (or poor) quality
facilities is not conducive to retaining existing players nor attracting new participants.
Consultation suggests that it is one of the primary factors limiting participation.
Due to local authority budget constraints, it is clear that, across the life of this strategy,
not all of those sites currently without changing facilities can be upgraded to have suitable
changing facilities. Furthermore, in some locations the provision of changing
accommodation is not economic or efficient. It is therefore important to prioritise those
sites which, by upgrading the changing facilities, will have the greatest impact on the
largest number (and variety) of teams. The following sites should therefore be considered
short-term priorities for partners to upgrade the changing facilities:
Table 5.2: Short-term priority sites for changing facilities
Site
Hartshill
FC

Current
quality
-

Mancetter
Pavilion

Poor

Boot Hill
Recreation
Ground
Piccadilly
Pavilion

Adequate

Adequate

Polesworth Poor
Pavilion at
Abbey
Green

Fillongley
Recreation

Adequate

October 2010

Comments

Recommendation

Club requires access to higher
quality, larger changing facilities
with appropriate provision for
referees.
Facility is currently without hot
water and is not DDA compliant.
Quality is also poor due to a lack
of access for cleaning.
Facility is small and not DDA
compliant, but is in reasonable
condition.
Split site with the community
centre. The building suffers from
vandalism and repairs have been
costly. The running costs are
also high.
Facility is currently closed and
there are no plans for NWBC to
reopen the building. The building
is c1960s and is likely to have
asbestos and is not DDA
compliant. The site also suffers
from a high level of vandalism
because of the isolated position.
Facility does not meet the
requirements required for the
Coventry Alliance League.

Support development at Hartshill
Snowhill Recreation Ground. This
would enable the Club to continue
progression through the league.
Discuss with users, such as
White Lion FC, regarding higher
level maintenance
Consider improving DDA access,
where possible through
installation of ramps etc.
Work with adjoining community
centre to improve security,
through lighting and fencing etc.

Ensure that development of
Abbey Green Park, through the
proposed management plan,
includes reinstatement or
replacement of the pavilion as a
community use venue to support
Green Flag applications.
Support Fillongley FC in working
to raise funds in order to improve
changing accommodation.
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Site
Royal
Meadow
Drive

Current
quality
-

Kingsbury
School

-

Water
Orton CC

Poor

Nether &
Whitacre
CC

Poor

Coleshill
CC

Poor

General

Comments

Recommendation

There is no changing available.
Support any future plans to
Teams have to use facilities at
improve/increase ancillary
the nearby cricket club. This
provision on site (none identified
causes problems because
at present).
provision is limited in size and
segregation can be difficult at
peak times. The cricket pavilion
is also used by Atherstone RFC.
Kingsbury Rangers FC is a junior Work with the School to secure
club affected by a lack of
appropriate access to ancillary
changing facilities available on
facilities for the Club.
site.
If the Club had access to suitable Support any future plans to
changing provision in terms of
improve/increase ancillary
size, quality and segregation it
provision on site (none identified
would provide additional teams.
at present).
If the Club had access to suitable Support any future plans to
changing provision in terms of
improve/increase ancillary
size, quality and segregation it
provision on site (none identified
would provide additional teams.
at present).
If the Club had access to suitable Support any future plans to
changing provision in terms of
improve/increase ancillary
size, quality and segregation it
provision on site (none identified
would provide additional teams.
at present).
A reporting system should be strictly adhered to in terms of quality of
changing accommodation, in order to enforce clubs leaving facilities in
a usable condition. Penalties could be introduced for repeat offenders.

Management objective (g) Adopt and apply a tiered hierarchy of provision to prioritise
the management and improvement of facilities within a phased approach and include
ancillary facilities such as changing accommodation and car parking.
North Warwickshire has a number of „key centres‟, which are sites that are considered to
be the most popular (as they accommodate the greatest number of teams and are
located in the areas of greatest need) and therefore need to be of a high standard in
order that they can accommodate a sufficient number of matches per week.
This applies mainly to football pitch hire. However, NWBC should extend this provision
model to recognise the supply and demand issues identified throughout the Assessment
Report (i.e. current levels of overplay) and the investment necessary to improve all sites
in the Borough based on current levels of usage. The identification of sites is based on
their strategic importance in a Borough-wide context (i.e. they accommodate the majority
of play). In addition to this, there are a number of sites which have been identified as
accommodating both senior and junior matches, sometimes concurrently. Not only could
such sites require a mixture of mini, junior and senior pitches, but they also require splitlevel ancillary facilities, in order to maximise their usage at all times.
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In the context of developing a tiered model approach to the management of sports
facilities, North Warwickshire has a large number of multi-team junior clubs which place a
great demand on the pitch stock across the Borough. Therefore, there are a number of
sites which are still owned and maintained by the local authority or town/parish councils,
but are actually booked by the clubs for the entire season. The sites are then recognised
as the „homeground‟ of the club. Such sites are fundamentally different from those which
can be hired on a regular basis because they are, in effect, „allocated‟ to a certain club
and management responsibility, in terms of allocating teams to pitches, is transferred to
the individual club.
Table 5.3: Proposed tiered site criteria
Tier A
Key centres
Strategically placed in
the Borough context.

Tier C
Club sites
Strategically placed in
the local context.

Tier D
Strategic reserve
Strategically placed in
the local context.

Could accommodate
more than five
pitches/courts.
Can serve multiple
sports.

Tier B
Senior/junior sites
Strategically placed in
the local and Borough
context.
Could accommodate
more than three
pitches/courts.
Can be single sport
provision.

Could accommodate
more than one
pitch/court.
Can be single sport
provision.

Management control
remains within the
local authority.

Management control
remains within the
local authority.

Good quality ancillary
facility on site, with
sufficient changing
rooms to serve the
number of pitches.

Adequate changing to
accommodate both
senior and junior
teams concurrently or
which specifically
serve one or the
other.

Club either has a
long-term lease on
site, or hires the pitch
for the entire season.
Maintenance can be
either by the club or
remain with the local
authority.

Likely to be singlepitch/court sites with
limited demand.
Supports informal
demand and/ or
training etc.
Held as strategic
reserve.

Maintenance should
remain with the local
authority or other
management body
i.e. parish council.

NWBC should work to apply the tiered model and ensure that there are at least two sites
in each tier throughout the Borough.
Tier A sites are sites that have been identified as having Borough-wide significance.
These are the identified „key centres‟ and are often multi-pitch sites catering for more than
one type of sport and on a weekly basis cater for a high level of play. They should be
maintained to a high standard, although in some instances improvements in the quality of
these pitches will relieve pressure on football pitches across the Borough and increase
the capacity and adequacy of the pitch stock. The tier A sites in need of improvement are
highlighted in the Assessment Report. However, it is recommended that tier A sites are
continually improved in order to preserve their status as the key football sites in the
Borough. As multi-pitch sites they should be able to accommodate all types of football
concurrently, including male/female mixed mini-soccer, junior male/female 11-a-side
football and senior male/female, as well as small-sided football if deemed appropriate (in
the form of MUGAs etc.).
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As a consequence, the following recommendations relate to all tier A sites:
 All sites should have segregated changing facilities (for juniors/seniors and
women/mens) with suitable shower facilities.
 All sites should have dedicated changing facilities for junior, male and female teams
that are of sufficient size and quality for the target user group. It is vital that the
changing rooms should be totally secluded for a range of obvious reasons, including
child protection issues.
 A mixture of senior, junior and mini-soccer pitches should be located on tier A sites to
actively encourage a cross-section of teams to make use of the facilities. The types
of pitches should be driven by local deficiencies in pitch types as highlighted in the
Assessment Report.
It is therefore anticipated that a significant amount of the annual maintenance budget, and
any available capital investment (Section 106 planning gain etc.) should be spent on such
sites. Due to the recommendations highlighted above, any initial investment is considered
to be at least a medium-term priority. Management control should remain with the local
authority.
Tier B sites recognise the growing emphasis on dedicated football venues catering for
both senior and junior (especially mini-soccer) matches. The conditions recommended for
junior football are becoming more stringent as the issue of child protection becomes more
prominent in society. This should be reflected in the provision of a unique tier of pitches
for junior football solely that can ensure player safety, as well as being maintained more
efficiently. At present, there are no dedicated junior and mini-soccer sites in the Borough.
It is anticipated that both junior and mini-football matches will be played on these sites.
Initial investment could be required in the short term.
Additionally, it is considered that some financial investment will be necessary to improve
the ancillary facilities at tier A and B sites in order that they complement the pitches in
terms of access, flexibility (i.e. single-sex changing if necessary) and quality and that they
meet the rules and regulations of local competitions. They should be designated as
medium priority for investment.
As previously referenced, tier C sites refer to those sites which are hired to clubs for a
season, or are sites which have been leased on a long-term basis. The level of priority
attached to them for Council-generated investment is relatively low and consideration
should be given, on a site-by-site basis, to the feasibility of a club taking a long-term lease
on the site, in order that external funding can be sought. It is possible that sites could be
included in this tier which are not currently hired or leased to a club, but have the potential
to be leased to a suitable club. Such sites will require some level of investment, either to
the pitches or ancillary facilities, and is it anticipated that one of the conditions of offering
a hire / lease is that the club would be in a position to source external funding to improve
the facilities.
Tier D sites are those which are to be made available as strategic reserve which could be
used for summer „friendly‟ matches, training purposes or informally. They could be singlepitch sites with limited usage, or have no recognised current usage.
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Management objective (h) - Secure developer contributions wherever possible to
improve the quality of existing outdoor playing fields in the Borough. Establish an
approach to securing developer contributions which prioritises projects according to a
range of core criteria (e.g. strategic need, sports development objectives, sustainability
of provision and work with target groups).
It is important that this strategy informs policies and emerging supplementary planning
documents by setting out the Council approach to securing sport and recreational
facilities through new housing development. The guidance should form the basis for
negotiation with developers to secure contributions for the provision of appropriate
facilities and their long term maintenance. Section 106 contributions could also be used to
improve the condition and maintenance regimes on the pitches. A number of
management objectives should be implemented to enable the above to be delivered:








Ensure that where sites are lost, through development or closure, that facilities of the
same or improved standard are provided to meet the continued needs of residents.
Where pitches are lost due to redevelopment, re-provision or a contribution for
investment should be sought for elsewhere as appropriate in an accessible location.
Planning consent should include appropriate conditions and/or be subject to a
Section 106 Agreement. Where developer contributions are applicable, a Section 106
Agreement must be completed specifying the amount and timing of sums to be paid.
A „central pot‟ for developer contributions across the Borough should be established
to put towards playing pitch facility provision and maintenance, whilst recognising
that contributions will need to be ring fenced for use within the area of the Borough
that they originated.
Where new pitches are provided, changing rooms should be located on site.

A full appraisal of the derivation of local standards and their application to Section 106
calculations are provided later in this report.
Table 5.4: Outdoor sport facility standards1 on analysis area by area basis (ha per 1,000
population)
Analysis area

1

Local standard

North Forum

1.57

South Forum

1.94

East Forum

2.20

West Forum

2.38

Including requirement to meet latent demand
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Management objective (i) Regularly review and refresh area by area plans taking
account of any improvements in pitch quality (and hence increases in pitch capacity).
It is important that NWBC maintains the data contained within the accompanying Playing
Pitch Database. This will enable NWBC to refresh and update area by area plans on a
regular basis. The accompanying databases are intended to be refreshed on a season by
season basis and it is important that there is cross-departmental working to ensure that
this is achieved and that results are used to inform subsequent annual facility
development plans. Results should be shared with partners across the Borough via a
consultative mechanism such as the Area Forums.
Management objective (j) Work in partnership with local schools to maintain, improve
and ensure effective community use of school facilities.
Identified deficiencies in provision can often be rectified by working in partnership with
schools to encourage greater community use of school playing fields.
Colleges, secondary schools, and indeed primary schools where the facilities exist, have
an important role in a playing pitch strategy. It is not uncommon for school pitch stock not
to be fully maximised for community use. Even on established dual use sites, community
access to outdoor sports facilities is limited.
The Assessment Report identified several issues relating to the use of school facilities:
 Community use is limited and often based on informal agreements between
individual schools and clubs.
 There is no strategic guidance as to which clubs are allocated the use of playing
pitch facilities (i.e. in accordance with a strategic need).
 School facilities are, in general, unattractive to community clubs (e.g., because of the
lack of ancillary facilities).
 There are no identified standard community use agreements between clubs and
schools for outdoor pitches.
 There are management issues inherent in developing, implementing and managing
dual-use agreements. Advice and guidance can be obtained from Sport England‟s
Planning Bulletin 16 – School Sites and Community Provision (2004).
(www.sportengland.org/planningkitbag)
Within the lifetime of the Strategy, the City Academies (likely to replace the Building
Schools for the Future) programme could provide a new range of shared sports facilities
in Warwickshire to help meet both the current and future needs of the area.
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Where appropriate, it will be important for schools to negotiate and sign formal and longterm agreements that secure community use. The proposals in this document, therefore,
need to be examined against these issues:
 An opportunity to deal with some of the issues outlined above. However, it is not the
only solution and should only be seen as one part of the strategic approach to the
future provision of outdoor sports facilities.
 The analysis provides a clear indication of the future pitch requirements and provides
a basis for partners to negotiate with developers delivering the programme.
It is recommended that a working group, led by a partner from the education sector (i.e.
through the School Sports Partnership) but supported by a range of other sectors
including sport and leisure, is established to implement the strategic direction in relation
to the increased use of school facilities. This should incorporate the following
representation:





Sports development officers.
Partnership development manager(s).
PE/Education officers.
Individual school representative.

Broadly speaking, its role should be to:
 To better understand current community use, practices and issues by „auditing‟
schools.
 Identify and pilot one school/club formal community use agreement with a view to
rolling out the model across the area.
 Ensure that funding to improve the quality of the facilities is identified and secured.
 As part of any agreement secure a management arrangement for community access,
which does not rely on existing school staff structures.
 Ensure that pitch provision at schools meets the needs of the local community and
contributes towards overcoming deficiencies in the area (as identified in the
assessment above).
This work should be delivered without waiting for the arrival of the City Academies
programme to secure formal community use agreements due to timescales and
uncertainty about the future of the programme.
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Management objective (k) Secure long term tenure and access to sites across the
Borough for high quality, development minded clubs (i.e. Clubmark/Charter Standard
Status), through lease arrangements.
As well as improving the quality of well-used, local authority and town/parish council
owned and maintained sites, there are a number of sites which have poor quality (or no)
ancillary facilities. These have not been included in the priority list as they are used by a
single club on a season-by-season basis. Such sites are therefore considered the
„homeground‟ of the club, despite not always having a long-term lease. It is
recommended that security of tenure should be granted to the clubs playing on these
sites (minimum 25 years) so the clubs are in a position to apply for external funding to
improve the ancillary facilities.
There is potential for a number of sites in the Borough to be leased to sports clubs and/or
organisations:
 Abbey Green Park – with secured access, Polesworth Swifts could assist the
Borough Council in pavilion improvements. The Club would transfer play from Station
Road. There may also be options to work with Polesworth School to secure
additional access to pitches for the Club.
 Hurley Daw Mill - Hurley Kings FC report they would be willing to take on a long term
lease of the site. This would better enable the Club to source funding to improve the
quality.
 Ridge Lane FC is willing to take on a long term lease of a site in order to be in a
better position to secure funding and execute long term plans for development. This
is not really a potential at their current site (Ridge Lane Recreation Ground) as this is
the only recreation space in the village and also accommodates a new play area.
 Ansley Hall - Hartshill FC has expressed an aspiration to find better quality pitches in
order to comply with league requirements. In the short term, the Club suggests
relocating to Ansley Hall (from Snowhill Recreation Ground), and if necessary it could
take over maintenance of the site as part of a short term lease agreement. This
would mean that another club currently using the site could temporarily relocate to
Snowhill Recreation Ground in order to ensure Ansley Hall is not overplayed.
However, this is not a long term solution. Therefore, support should be given to
Hartshill Parish Council and the Club to develop ancillary facilities on the parish pitch.
Ansley Cricket Club is also interested in discussing management options and is wellestablished here.
Each club will be required to meet service and/or strategic objectives set out by the
Borough Council. However, an additional set of criteria should be considered, which takes
into account the quality of the club, aligned to its long term development objectives and
sustainability.
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Table 5.5: Recommended criteria for lease of sport sites to clubs/organisations
Club
Clubs should have Clubmark/FA Charter
Standard accreditation award.
Clubs commit to meeting demonstrable local
demand and show pro-active commitment to
developing school-club links.
Clubs are sustainable, both in a financial sense
and via their internal structures in relation to
recruitment and retention policy for both players
and volunteers.
Ideally, clubs should have already identified
(and received an agreement in principle) any
match funding required for initial capital
investment identified.
Clubs have processes in place to ensure
capacity to maintain sites to the existing
standards.

Site
Sites should be those identified as tier C
sites (i.e. not those with a Borough-wide
significance) but which offer development
potential.
As a priority, sites should require capital
investment to improve (which can be
attributed to the presence of a
Clubmark/Charter Standard club).
Sites should be leased with the intention that
investment can be sourced to contribute
towards improvement of the site.
An NGB/NWBC representative should sit on
a management committee for each site
leased to a club.

NWBC will further recognise the value of Clubmark/Charter Standard by adopting a policy
of prioritising the clubs that are to have access to these better quality facilities. This may
be achieved by inviting clubs to apply for season long leases on a particular site as an
initial trial.
Management objective (l) Support participation at clubs which contribute to the
achievement of sports development objectives.
It is important that sports development objectives, to some extent, dictate and are
embedded within the outcomes of the Strategy. To this end, the following objectives are
suggested for use to monitor and evaluate the future sustainability, and relative success,
of facility projects which are identified and supported:






Growth and retention.
Raising standards.
Better players and coaches.
Building the workforce.
Improving facilities.
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Management objective (m) Work with local clubs which have achieved quality
accreditation to, where relevant, identify and secure facility improvements, appropriate
sites for new facility development and funding opportunities.
NWBC should adopt a policy/charter which supports quality accredited clubs
(http://www.clubmark.org.uk/files/images/clubmark-charter-large.gif). Clubmark and FA
Charter Standard helps clubs to achieve their own aims and ambitions and to support the
complementary objectives and targets of partners in local authorities, schools/school
sport partnerships and other community agencies.
Support to quality accredited clubs may include offering discounted facility hire and
priority bookings slots as well as assembling bespoke benefits packages incorporating
free or reduced cost access to courses. The adoption of a charter as policy also benefits
partners:
 Grow: Research suggests that Clubmark clubs are better equipped to drive and
manage increased levels of participation; particularly, but not solely, for young
people.
 Meeting targets: Having Clubmark clubs to work with will assist local authorities and
SSPs to achieve targets for youth participation, the 5 hour offer and school-club links.
 Parental confidence: Being seen to actively address issues such as equity and child
protection gives parents confidence when considering or choosing a club for their
children - thus helping to boost introductory participation.
 Sustaining participation levels: Clubmark stimulates innovation and improvements
to how clubs cater for junior (and all) members. The culture it promotes boosts the
morale of players and ensures that volunteers are recognised for their contribution.
 Continuous improvement: Accreditation encourages clubs to adopt better, more
organised systems and structures, helping them to run more effectively and
efficiently.
 Coaches and coaching: Research suggests Clubmark clubs both deploy more, and
work harder to develop the skills of, coaches. This leads to better quality provision
and improved player performance.
 School-club links: Increasingly, schools are seeking guarantees of quality and the
presence of child-friendly systems and procedures. Clubmark clubs are the first
invited to work with local school sport partnerships and individual schools. Teachers
and schools staff are actively encouraged to signpost pupils to them.
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PART 6: SPORT SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
Sports development objectives should also guide delivery of sports specific objectives
and should be read within the context of the summary findings identified by the
Assessment Report.
FOOTBALL OBJECTIVE
To meet identified deficiencies in junior/mini provision and increase the quality and
standard of changing rooms.
Senior football
 Protect the current playing pitch stock.
 Work with clubs to ensure that sites are not played beyond their capacity and
encourage play, where possible, to be transferred to alternative venues which are not
operating at capacity.
 The anticipated surplus of senior pitches should be considered in contributing
towards addressing the current and future deficit of junior and mini pitches.
 Where appropriate, develop lease arrangements with large, sustainable,
development-minded (i.e. Charter Standard) clubs to manage their own „home‟ sites
thus facilitating club development. This could include varying levels of shared
management between the club and the parish council/local authority. Development
and management criteria need to be established in order to maintain the viability and
financial security of these sites.
 Continue to support clubs and parish/town councils in the management and identified
improvements to their provision.
 Maximise community use of education sites.
 Work with clubs to secure potential sites to accommodate latent demand identified.
 Support clubs with facility development aspirations through the planning and
application stages. This includes provision of third generation turf pitches which
would alleviate undersupply for training pitches in the Borough and overuse of grass
pitches for this purpose.
Women’s and girls’ football



Invest in central venue sites able to accommodate anticipated growth in girls‟ football.
Increase the quality and standard of changing rooms to accommodate segregated
changing (junior/seniors and women/men).

Junior boys’ football




Work towards meeting likely future deficiencies in junior pitches by also utilising pitch
provision at school sites.
Improve the quality and capacity of existing pitch stock.
Meet likely future deficiencies in junior pitches by utilising pitch provision at school
sites.

October 2010
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Mini football




Meet likely future deficiencies in mini pitches by utilising senior pitches in areas of
over supply.
Increase the quality and standard of changing rooms to accommodate segregated
changing (junior/seniors and women/men).
Encourage greater usage of primary school sites to cater for mini-soccer demand
and ensure site security and access to changing facilities is enhanced.

CRICKET OBJECTIVE
To maintain current provision levels and quality. However, further pitches may need to
be sought in the future to ensure that key focus clubs have access to two pitches.











Consider underused pitches in accommodating latent demand expressed by clubs.
Support clubs to develop their ancillary facilities to further meet local needs.
Ensure that any facilities developed facilitate opportunities for senior women‟s and
junior girls‟ competitive cricket, particularly ancillary facilities.
Work with clubs to ensure that sites are not played beyond their capacity and
encourage play, where possible, to be transferred to alternative venues which are not
operating at capacity.
Increase the quality of cricket pitches where necessary.
Work with schools to encourage sharing cricket pitches with clubs in North
Warwickshire.
Encourage and support development of junior girls‟ and women‟s cricket.
Work with clubs to secure potential sites to accommodate latent demand identified.
Support clubs to develop and improve cricket net facilities.

RUGBY OBJECTIVE
To work towards meeting identified deficiencies and increase quality as required.






As a priority, support club development plans to increase the capacity of sites,
particularly to accommodate junior and mini-rugby.
Work to secure greater use of education sites for training purposes to reduce
overplay on existing sites. In addition, ensure there is access to changing facilities.
Encourage and support development of junior girls‟ and women‟s rugby.
Support clubs to improve the standard of lighting on training pitches.
Increase the quality and standard of changing rooms to accommodate segregated
changing (junior/seniors and women/men).

October 2010
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HOCKEY OBJECTIVE
To ensure provision of at least one synthetic turf pitch in the Borough suitable for
competitive hockey matches.
 Work with Atherstone Adders Hockey Club and Queen Elizabeth School to negotiate
and establish priority club use of proposed STP (planned for 2011).
 Ensure access to appropriate ancillary facilities is also secured for any new STP
provision.
BOWLS OBJECTIVE
To support and encourage junior bowls development in order to sustain future
participation levels in the sport.
 Work with Atherstone Town Conservative and Atherstone Grove Miners clubs to
make plans to accommodate reported latent demand for provision.
 Support clubs to improve green quality.
 Increase the quality and standard of changing rooms to accommodate segregated
changing (junior/seniors and women/men).
 Ensure bowling greens and pavilions are safe, secure facilities.
 Encourage clubs to increase membership levels.
 Support and encourage clubs to provide pay and play opportunities.
TENNIS OBJECTIVE
To work with clubs to make plans to accommodate future increases.
 Where demand exists, support tennis clubs to improve court quality and/or install
floodlighting (in order to increase the capacity) of existing tennis court provision.
 Continue to support and encourage junior development at key tennis clubs in order to
increase participation levels in the sport.
 Where necessary, improve the quality of education courts.
 Support village clubs to continue to provide quality coaching and competitive
opportunities by providing access to good quality facilities.
EDUCATION OBJECTIVE
To work with schools to encourage greater community use, particularly for junior/minifootball at appropriate sites.
 Secure existing community use through implementation of formal community use
agreements where they are not currently in existence in order to provide sustainable
community access.
 Ensure appropriate access to changing provision on school sites to support
community use.

October 2010
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PART 7: ACTION AND FUNDING PLAN
Introduction
The action plan does not include all sites and associated quality and value improvements
to be made; details on how this is best achieved can be found in the accompanying study
database. The following criteria have been used to identify priorities and justify the
inclusion of sites within the action plan. Just one of the following may apply:
 The site suffers from access problems in terms of safety, poor signage and/or poor
disability provision.
 A project is currently underway to enhance the existing site and/or funding has been
secured.
 An evaluation of site use is required as it is of poor quality and is reportedly
underused.
 The desired action is small scale, short term and will enhance the quality of current
provision, whilst aiding community empowerment.
 The importance of the site is referenced in other strategies.
Management and development
The following issues should be considered when undertaking site development or
enhancement:
 Financial viability.
 Security of tenure.
 Planning permission requirements and any foreseen difficulties in securing
permission.
 Gaining revenue funding from planning contributions in order to maintain existing
sites.
 Gaining planning contributions to assist with the creation of new provision where
need has been identified.
 Analysis of the possibility of shared site management opportunities.
 The availability of opportunities to lease the site to external organisations.
 Options to assist community groups/parish councils to gain funding to enhance
existing provision.
 Negotiation with landowners to increase access to private strategic sites.
Timescales
The Action Plan has been created to be delivered over a five year timescale. This will
allow the audit information to be revisited in three years. The information within the
Strategy and Action Plan will require updating as developments occur. The Action Plan is
presented by analysis area and uses the following timescales for delivery:
(S) - Short (1-2 years); (M) - Medium (2-4 years); (L) - Long (4-5 years)

October 2010
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Please note that similar actions may vary between analysis areas/sites. This may be due
to a number of reasons, including:
 Number and range of actions required in the area.
 Consultation identified significant need for action.
 Project is already underway.
There are a number of recommendations in the following action plan referring to
continued support. Such recommendations and the related clubs have been highlighted
because the club is particularly strong, or has significant plans for development which will
help increase participation in the area. Support should be considered on an individual
basis and may be in the form of assistance/advice regarding planning applications and/or
funding applications.
The prioritisation of projects is based on a number of factors but typically takes into
account the need to target the greatest number of participants (actual and potential
future) and overall project deliverability. Wherever possible we have also tried to ensure a
balanced distribution of actions for one given area, as it is recognised that all actions
cannot be achieved at once. In particular it takes account of the vision to:
1)
2)
3)
4)

Support growth & retention.
Raise standards.
Develop better players and coaches.
Improve facilities.

Current capacity
This column summarises site capacity for grass pitches (football, cricket and rugby) as
identified within the Assessment Report. Where a site has none of this provision, this
column will be left blank (i.e. white).
Capacity is driven by pitch quality and is derived by taking into consideration Sport
England guidelines as follows:
 If a pitch is rated as „good‟ its capacity is specified as two matches per week.
 If a pitch is rated as „acceptable‟ its capacity is specified as one match per week.
 If a pitch is rated as „poor‟ its capacity is specified as one match every other week.
Once pitch quality is established and assessed together with the current level of play per
week (0.5 for each match played at the site, assuming half of matches will be played
„away‟), a rating is applied, which indicates if pitches are played under capacity (green),
played at capacity (amber) or played over-capacity (red). This is then used in the action
plan to inform site recommendations such as:
A site is underplayed and therefore has some spare capacity to increase play and
accommodate play from overplayed sites.
A site is played to capacity and in order to sustain quality usage should not be
increased without investment in pitch quality or maintenance regimes.
A site is overplayed and as such is likely to already be poor quality or without
transferring play or investment in quality, will deteriorate further.

October 2010
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East Forum

Senior
3.1

Deficiencies
Latent demand

-

Football
Junior
-2.7
-

-2.5

Senior
0.9

Rugby union
Junior
-0.5

Mini
-2.7

1.5

1

-

-

Cricket

Mini
-3.3
-

Currently there is an under supply of junior and mini pitches in the East Forum area. NWBC should aspire to provide more formal mini
and junior pitches to meet demand. The slight undersupply of junior football pitches could be met by increasing the use of various sites in
the area which have spare capacity. The undersupply of pitches should be rectified through a range of methods including increasing
community use of school sites. In the long-term it is likely that additional rugby pitches will be needed to accommodate any increase in
demand.
KKP
ref

5

16

Site

Pitches on
site

Atherstone Town
Cricket Ground

1 cricket

Mancetter Recreation
Ground

October 2010

2 senior
football

Current
capacity
(where
relevant)

Issues

Recommended action

Good quality site. The Club
express latent demand for a
total of 2.5 cricket pitches.

Issue of dog fouling on
pitches and poor quality
changing facilities. Facility is
currently without hot water
and is not DDA compliant.
Site has previously
accommodated more pitches.

Strategic
objective met

Time
scale

Formalise community use
agreement with Queen
Elizabeth School for continued
and increased use of its
cricket pitch.

3

S

In the long term, the Club may
need to seek access to an
additional pitch.

4

L

Deficiency in future mini pitch
provision could be met by
providing additional pitches on
this site. Seek funding
opportunities (in partnership
with users) to improve
changing facility.

1 and 2

M
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KKP
ref

21

Site

Pitches on
site

Atherstone Queen
Elizabeth School and
Sports College

2 senior, 1
junior
football, 1
cricket and
1 senior
rugby

Current
capacity
(where
relevant)

Issues

Recommended action

Large site which is underused
for community use.

Support the provision of an
STP in the area as the
preferred location for this type
of facility in North
Warwickshire.

Strategic
objective met

Time
scale

3 and 4

M

3

S

Explore opportunity and scope
to provide third generation turf
if suitable for the hockey club
(40mm pile carpet). This will
also then service football
training needs and be a good
income generator.
Increase community use of the
football pitches to
accommodate future
deficiency in junior pitches.

22

Ridge Lane

1 senior
football

Changing facility is in very
poor condition. Pitches suffer
from mole damage and a
reported general lack of
maintenance. In the last
season matches were
cancelled due to the poor
pitch quality resulting in it
being unusable.

Consider options for securing
tenure at the site for Ridge
Lane FC. This would put the
Club in a better position to
secure funding and execute
long term plans for
development.

2 and 4

M

23

Atherstone Royal
Meadow Drive

1 senior
football

There is no changing
available and teams use
facilities at neighbouring
Atherstone Town CC.
Provision is limited in size and
segregation can be difficult at

Work with Atherstone Town
CC to develop a sports „hub‟
at Royal Meadow Drive
Recreation Ground to provide
a focus for a range of good
quality pitch sports provision

2 and 4

M

1 senior
rugby

October 2010
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KKP
ref

Site

Pitches on
site

Current
capacity
(where
relevant)

Issues

Recommended action

peak times. The cricket
pavilion is also used by
Atherstone RFC.

with appropriate ancillary
facilities.

Football play is often
transferred from unusable
and poor quality sites often
resulting in overplay.

Time
scale

4 and 1

L

2

S-L

2 and 4

L

Investment in other sites will
work to ensure this site is not
overplayed.

50

Atherstone Grove
Miners Welfare
Sports and Social
Club

2 tennis
and 1
bowling
green

Club reports latent demand
for one bowling green.

Further investigate the extent
of the latent demand as
Atherstone Conservative Club
also report latent demand for
one green. It is likely that
access to one green will meet
the needs of both clubs.

53

Atherstone 3M Sports
& Social Club

1 cricket

Atherstone Rangers JFC
(although based at
Atherstone CC) uses this site
for junior matches due to
conflict in pitch availability at
Atherstone CC.

Ensure pitch quality is
sustained to a high level in
order to withstand additional
wear and tear from football
play.

60

Hartshill Snowhill
Recreation Ground

1 senior
football

The only football pitch in the
area which is overplayed. No
available changing facility but
due to receive investment
(Section 106 funding) for a
new build changing facility.
Hartshill FC has expressed
an aspiration to find better
quality pitches in order to
comply with league
requirements.

Support Hartshill Parish
Council to develop a
management plan for this site.
The development of ancillary
facilities is essential to
Hartshill FC growth.

October 2010

Strategic
objective met

Consider a joint lease
arrangement between the
Club and the Parish Council.
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KKP
ref

Site

Pitches on
site

65

Atherstone
Conservative Club

86

Hartshill Michael
Drayton Junior
School

October 2010

Current
capacity
(where
relevant)

Issues

Recommended action

1 bowling
green

Club reports latent demand
for one bowling green.

Further investigate the extent
of the latent demand as Grove
Miners also report latent
demand for one green. It is
likely that access to one green
will meet the needs of both
clubs.

1 mini
football,
MUGA

Pitch quality is good, although
it does have evidence of
damage to the surface. It is
available for community use
and is used for a total of four
hours a week by
Haunchwood FC and Hartshill
Boys FC. There are no sports
specific changing rooms
available.

Work with the School and
clubs to encourage
development of a formal
community use agreement,
which should include access
to changing provision.

Knight Kavanagh & Page

Strategic
objective met

Time
scale

4 and 1

L

2

S
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North Forum

Senior
6.5

Deficiencies
Latent demand

0.5

Football
Junior
-10.6
3.5

-2.5

Senior
0

Rugby union
Junior
0

Mini
0

-

-

-

-

Cricket

Mini
-5.7
-

Currently there is a significant under supply of junior and mini pitches in the North Forum area, particularly junior. This is not uncommon,
but NWBC should aspire to provide formal mini and junior pitches to meet demand. This shortfall could be reduced by remarking senior
football pitches for junior football. There is also a minor undersupply of cricket fields. However, it is likely, given some improvement to
pitch quality, that capacity can be increased to accommodate shortfalls on the current supply of pitches.
KKP
ref

1

Site

Pitches on
site

Polesworth Abbey
Green Park

2 senior
football, 4
tennis
courts, 1
bowling
green

October 2010

Current
capacity
(where
relevant)

Issues

Recommended action

Pitches are prone to flooding
and can suffer from poor
drainage.
With secured access,
Polesworth Swifts could assist
the Borough Council in
pavilion improvements. The
Club would transfer play from
Station Road.

Strategic
objective
met

Time
scale

Develop a management plan for
the Park with a view to
achieving Green Flag standard.
This should be done in
partnership with the sports
users, who should all have
representation on a Friends of
Group for the site.

4

S

Reinstate/replace the pavilion in
order to provide a high quality
community facility for use by
both sports clubs and recreation
groups (such as Scouts).

2

M

Also consider options to work
with Polesworth School to
secure additional access to
pitches for Polesworth Swifts.

3

S
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KKP
ref

8

Site

Pitches on
site

Baddesley
Recreation Ground

1 senior
and 1 mini
football

Current
capacity
(where
relevant)

Issues

Recommended action

There is a pavilion on site in a
poor condition that is currently
undergoing renovation.
Slightly overplayed but pitches
are assessed as good quality.

Strategic
objective
met

Time
scale

Ensure maintenance of pitches
remains high in order to sustain
quality based on current amount
of play.

2

S–L

9

Birch Coppice Sports
and Social Club

1 senior, 4
mini
football, 1
cricket and
1 bowling
green

Birch Coppice Bullets FC has
aspirations to improve both
pitch and built provision
alongside the existing sports
and social club (which is not
adequate for requirements).
Plans include a new changing
facility, with four segregated
changing rooms and a
referee‟s room. Changes to
pitch provision will create one
additional senior pitch.
Vehicular access and parking
will also be improved as part
of the scheme.

Support the Club in seeking
funding opportunities to achieve
its aspirations regarding facility
development.

2 and 4

L

10

Grendon Boot Hill
Recreation Ground

1 senior
football

Pitch is poorly drained. Users
often have to use other NWBC
venues.

In the short term, convert pitch
to junior or mini pitches to
reduce wear and tear. This will
also help to meet identified
deficiencies.

1 and 2

S

Consider improving DDA
access, where possible through
installation of ramps etc.

3

M

Changing facility is small and
not DDA compliant, but is in
reasonable condition.

October 2010
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KKP
ref

Site

Pitches on
site

15

Dordon Kitwood
Avenue Recreation
Ground

28

Issues

Recommended action

1 senior
football

Poor quality pitch resulting in
overplay.

Warton Recreation
Ground

1 senior
football

34

North Warwickshire
Sports & Social Club

52

Newton Regis
Playing Fields

54

Birchmoor Recreation
Ground

October 2010

Current
capacity
(where
relevant)

Strategic
objective
met

Time
scale

Develop an improvement plan
for Kitwood Avenue Recreation
Ground in Dordon.

2

M

The site is furrowed, which
can pose health and safety
issues, particularly for juniors.

Support the Parish Council to
seek funding opportunities to
invest in pitch quality.

2

M

1 senior
football and
1 cricket

Has the highest level of
overplay by 1.5 football
matches per week. This is
attributed to junior teams
being assigned to the site but
not having formal marked out
pitches.

Overplay can be reduced by
designating junior and/or mini
pitches on the site. This will also
help to meet deficiencies
identified.

1 and 2

S

1 senior
football, 1
senior
cricket, 2
tennis
courts and
1 bowling
green.

Has a significant level of
overplay largely due to the
number of juniors playing on
the pitch.

Convert senior football pitch to
junior pitch to better
accommodate existing use.

1

S

1 senior
football

Adequate quality pitches with
spare capacity.

Retain as strategic reserve.
Consider relocation of teams to
here to reduce overplay/wear
and tear of other pitches in the
area.

2

M

Thistle BC is seeking funding
to re-board the bowling
ditches and re-surface the
carpet.
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KKP
ref

55

56

Site

Pitches on
site

Polesworth
Community Field

2 senior
football

Polesworth Station
Road

1 mini
football

Current
capacity
(where
relevant)

Issues

Recommended action

Strategic
objective
met

Time
scale

Site liable to flooding.
Adequate quality pitches but is
overplayed. Additional pitch
not recently marked - some
mole damage.

Pitches require remedial action
to help reduce overplay.

2

S

Convert one senior football to a
junior pitch to better
accommodate existing use.

1

L

Overplayed by 1.5 matches
per week. No on site changing
accommodation.

Consider the option to mark
more pitches on this site to
reduce overplay.

1

S

If possible, consider options to
provide porta cabin style
changing facility.

2 and 4

M

62

Church Lane, Lee
Maston (also known
as Hams Hill)

1 senior
football

Adequate quality pitch which
is played to capacity.

Retain and ensure high level
maintenance is sustained to
ensure quality in the long term.

2

S–L

64

Shuttington

2 senior
football

The site suffers from the
occasional dog fouling. It has
changing room facilities with
parking for 10 cars. Adequate
quality pitches with spare
capacity.

Support the improvement of the
facilities at the playing field.

2

L

67

The Nethersole
School, Polesworth

1 junior
football

Adequate quality pitch which
is played to capacity.

Ensure continued community
use of the site. Develop formal
community use agreements.

3

L

October 2010
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South Forum

Senior
4.0

Deficiencies
Latent demand

0.5

Football
Junior
-2.1
1

-6.2

Senior
1.9

Rugby union
Junior
-1.1

Mini
-3.2

1.5

-

-

-

Cricket

Mini
0.9
-

Re-designating some adult football pitches to juniors will help to meet deficiencies identified. The undersupply of cricket pitches should be
rectified through a range of methods including increased community use of school sites and long term consideration of establishing new
pitches. There is likely to be a need to find new rugby pitches to meet future demand.
KKP
ref

2

Site

Pitches on
site

Ansley Hall

1 senior
football and
1 cricket

Current
capacity
(where
relevant)

Issues

Recommended action

Hartshill FC has expressed an
ability and desire to take over
maintenance of Ansley Hall, in
order to secure its access.
However, there are issues
associated with the crossover of
the cricket and football seasons.

In the short term,
accommodate Hartshill FC at
the site and if necessary it
could take over maintenance
of the site as part of a short
term lease agreement.

Ansley Cricket Club is also
interested in discussing
management options for its
homeground and pavilion at
Ansley Hall (KKP Ref 2).

October 2010

Strategic
objective
met

Time
scale

4

S

Temporarily relocate another
club to Snowhill Recreation
Ground in order to ensure
Ansley Hall is not overplayed.
Work with Ansley Cricket
Club about potential leasing
options of the site.
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KKP
ref

Site

Pitches on
site

3

Arley Sports Centre

12

17

Issues

Recommended action

1 senior
and 3 mini
football

Currently used by Haunchwood
Sports JFC and Old Arley
Residents Society hope to
establish a management
committee in order to apply for
funding in conjunction with the
club. This will include a
campaign to replace the pavilion.

John E Radford
Fields, Burrow Hill
Lane, Corley

1 senior
football

Coleshill Memorial
Park

2 senior
football and
two tennis
courts

3 senior
rugby

Current
capacity
(where
relevant)

Strategic
objective
met

Time
scale

Develop a management plan
for Arley Sports Centre to
enable its development as a
recreation „hub‟.

2 and 4

L

A multi sport site. It is primarily
home to Keresley RFC which
owns the land and clubhouse
(football and netball are also
played at the site). Reported
issues with vandalism have been
overcome.

Retain to current quality to
ensure continued use of the
site.

2 and 4

S–L

Coleshill CC approached
Coleshill Town Council to level
the football pitches at the site in
order to over mark a cricket pitch
to accommodate the Club‟s
second pitch. However, this
proposal has been declined by
Coleshill Town Council.

Support Coleshill Cricket Club
to further peruse options to
over mark cricket with the
existing football pitches to
accommodate and satisfy
future cricket needs of the
Club, whilst retaining wider
recreation use of the site.

1

S

Improve the quality of existing
pitches in order to increase
capacity and to sustain future
pitch quality.

2

M

Improve the surface quality of
the tennis courts.

2

M

Tennis courts in need of repair.

October 2010
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KKP
ref

Site

Pitches on
site

24

Shustoke Playing
Field

26

Issues

Recommended action

-

Has previously accommodated
one junior football but no current
use.

The Coleshill School
Cricket

1 cricket
and 1
football
pitch

41

Coleshill Town FC

44

Coleshill Cricket Club

October 2010

Current
capacity
(where
relevant)

Strategic
objective
met

Time
scale

Should be brought back into
use (following investment to
improve quality) to meet
identified future deficiencies.
Site inspections and any
necessary remedial work
should be carried out before
allowing teams to use.

1 and 2

M

Poor quality pitch used by
Coleshill Cricket Club.

Investigate greater school
club links with Coleshill
Cricket Club in order to retain
community use.

3

S

1 senior
football

Dosthill FC is currently based in
Tamworth but is in the process
of relocating to Coleshill Town
FC.

Investigate the opportunity to
add a new junior pitch on the
site and to provide a soccer
school for local residents.

1 and 4

M

1 cricket

Anecdotal evidence suggests
site is played over capacity. The
Club is seeking permanent
access to a second home
ground (it currently uses
Coleshill School but this is poor
quality). Latent demand is also
expressed for one cricket pitch.

Further investigate
opportunities for an additional
cricket pitch following minor
re-arrangement of football
pitches at Coleshill Memorial
Park (KKP Ref 17).
Alternatively, lease
arrangements at Coleshill
School and joint investment in
provision to satisfy future
cricket needs. If
unsustainable, support the
Club in seeking land to
develop as a second home
pitch.

2 and 4

L
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KKP
ref

51

Site

Pitches on
site

Coleshill Tennis and
Sports Club

5 tennis
courts

Current
capacity
(where
relevant)

Issues

Recommended action

Coleshill TC has received a loan
from the LTA to make
improvements to its ancillary
provision.
Plans to increase membership
and provide an additional court
on the current site. However,
layout of the current site inhibits
further growth and development.

57

Fillongley Recreation
Ground

2 senior
football

Fillongley FC is investigating the
possibility of merging its current
changing facilities with the
adjoining scout hut.

Strategic
objective
met

Time
scale

If required, public courts at
Coleshill Memorial Park could
provide strategic reserve for
clubs which are operating at
capacity, particularly for junior
use.

1 and 4

L

Support the Parish Council to
develop a management plan
for this site.

2 and 4

M

1 and 2

M

2

S

Fillongley Parish Council plans
to install new play equipment
and a multi use games area.
58

Ansley Village

1 senior
football

There have been complaints
regarding dog fouling and
occasionally motorbike usage on
the site. The Parish Council
identifies a need to provide a
BMX track but due to a lack of
funds this seems unlikely in the
short term.

Support Ansley Parish
Council to develop a
management plan for
development of this site.

59

Hill Top, New Arley

2 senior
football

Poor quality pitches resulting in
the site being overplayed.

Support Arley Parish Council
to develop a management
plan for development of this
site.

October 2010
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West Forum

Senior
5.1

Deficiencies
Latent demand

-

Football
Junior
-2.9
2.5

-4.0

Senior
1.8

Rugby union
Junior
-4.8

Mini
-2.7

0.5

-

-

-

Cricket

Mini
-3.3
-

All football pitches should be protected from development. The undersupply of junior football pitches could be met by increasing the use
of various sites in the area which have spare capacity. The undersupply of mini football pitches could be met through the re-designation of
one senior football pitch. The undersupply of cricket pitches should be rectified through a range of methods including increased
community use of school sites and long term consideration of establishing new pitches. There is likely to be a need to find new rugby
pitches to meet future demand.
KKP
ref

11

13

Site

Pitches on
site

Hurley Daw Mill

Kingsbury School

October 2010

Current
capacity
(where
relevant)

Issues

Recommended action

2 senior
and 1 mini
football
pitch

Hurley Kings FC reports that it
would like to secure long
tenure on Hurley Daw Mill.
This would better enable it to
source funding to improve
pitch quality, in particular
drainage.

Transfer some play to Wood
End Recreation Ground to
reduce overplay.

2 senior
football

Poor pitch quality is a reported
issue. Kingsbury Rangers FC
plays at this site and is
affected by a lack of changing
facilities available on site.

Work with the School to secure
access to changing room
provision for community use.

Strategic
objective
met

Time
scale

4

S

3 and 4

S

Consult clubs and landowners
with existing short term leases
or annual rental agreements to
investigate the feasibility of
extending current contracts,
thereby better enabling the
clubs to access external funding
and develop/improve facilities.
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KKP
ref

Site

Pitches on
site

19

Piccadilly Recreation
Ground

25

Issues

Recommended action

Strategic
objective
met

Time
scale

2 senior
football

A split site with the community
centre and a popular site.
Despite this, the building
suffers from vandalism and
repairs have been costly.

Work with the local police and
install CCTV to ensure
vandalism is kept to a minimum.

2

S

Kingsbury Sycamore
Drive Recreation
Ground

1 senior
football

Adequate quality pitch but it is
used to capacity.

Retain and ensure maintenance
of pitches remains high in order
to sustain quality based on
current amount of play.

2

S-L

27

Water Orton Vicarage
Lane Playing Fields

1 senior
football, 2
tennis
courts and
1 bowling
green

Good quality site. The site has
changing room facilities for the
football pitch, whilst the
bowling green has a pavilion
(being updated in summer
2010).

If required by Water Orton
Tennis Club, additional capacity
could be sought by floodlighting
courts (if planning permission
can be granted).

1 and 4

L

30

Wood End
Recreation Ground

1 senior
and 1 mini
football

Pitches are prone to flooding
due to poor drainage.

With increases to pitch quality,
this site could accommodate
overplay expressed at Hurley
Daw Mill.

1

M

35

Spartans RFC &
Aston Unity CC,
Coppice Lane,
Middleton

2 senior
rugby

Spartans RFC share a home
ground with Aston Unity CC
and is outgrowing current
provision. Potential to
purchase nearby agricultural
land. However, it does not
currently have the funds to
progress this.

Support pitch development
plans and encourage
designation of junior and mini
rugby pitches in the area.

1, 2 and 4

M

October 2010

Current
capacity
(where
relevant)

Club should work with the RFU
to identify funding opportunities.
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KKP
ref

Site

Pitches on
site

37

Water Orton Cricket
Club

38

Issues

Recommended action

1 cricket

The Club has plans to
introduce a ladies cricket team
but reports inadequate spare
capacity. In order to
accommodate all matches, it
accesses sites located outside
the Borough.

Old Saltleians RFC,
Watton Lane, Water
Orton

3 senior
rugby

46

Nether Whitacre
Cricket Club

61

Curdworth
Recreation Ground

October 2010

Current
capacity
(where
relevant)

Strategic
objective
met

Time
scale

Support the Club to access a
second home ground in North
Warwickshire to further enable
its future development.

1 and 4

L

The Club will require access to
a new ground in 2013/14 in
order to prepare any new
pitches for playing in 2017, if
the proposed high speed rail
link cuts through its current
home ground as planned.

As required and necessary,
support the Club to access a
new site to replace its current
home ground.

4

M

1 cricket

Its site regularly suffers from
flooding. If it had access to
suitable changing provision in
terms of size, quality and
segregation the Club would be
able to run additional teams. It
identifies the need for access
to a second home ground.

Support the Club to access a
second home ground to further
enable its future development.

1 and 4

L

1 senior
football and
2 tennis
courts

Ancillary facilities used for
tennis are reportedly of poor
quality and floodlighting would
be of benefit to the Club in the
long term to enable it to
increase participation.

Support Curdworth Parish
Council to develop a
management plan for this site to
ensure ongoing improvement of
facilities.

2

S
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PART 8: FUNDING PLAN
Funding opportunities
In order to deliver much of the Action Plan it is recognised that external partner funding
will need to be sought. Although seeking developer contributions will go some way
towards meeting deficiencies, other potential sources of funding should be investigated.
Below is a list of funding sources that are relevant for community improvement projects
involving sports facilities.
Awarding body

Description

The Coalfields Regeneration Trust

Grants provided by The Coalfields
Regeneration Trust can be for capital or
revenue projects for up to three years or until
the end of the programme. Support is
available to projects that fit into one or more of
the following funding themes:

http://www.coalfieldsregen.org.uk/maingrantsprogramme/default.as
p

Big Lottery Fund

Sport England :
Sustainable Facilities Fund



Sportsmatch



Small Grants



Themed rounds

http://www.sportengland.org/funding.aspx
Football Foundation
http://www.footballfoundation.org.uk/

October 2010

Supporting communities - aimed at
supporting communities to play an active
part in regeneration



Learning communities - to make sure
that coalfield communities have the best
possible learning facilities and resources



Enterprising communities - to increase
the range and diversity of the social
economy by encouraging social
enterprise and supporting organisations
to generate income



Supporting people into work - to build on
government employment schemes by
supporting new, forward-looking and
locally designed approaches that get
people into work

Big invests in community groups and to
projects that improve health, education and
the environment

http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/





Sport England is keen to marry funding with
other organisations that provide financial
support to create and strengthen the best
sports projects. Applicants are encouraged to
maximise the levels of other sources of
funding, and projects that secure higher levels
of partnership funding are more likely to be
successful.
This trust provides financial help for football at
all levels, from national stadia and FA Premier
League clubs down to grass-roots local
development.
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Awarding body

Description

Rugby Football Foundation - The Loans
Scheme

The Loans Scheme helps finance projects
that contribute to the retention and recruitment
of rugby players.

http://www.rfu.com/microsites/rff/index.cfm?fus
eaction=loans.home

Projects eligible for loans include:
1. Club House Facilities: General structural
improvements, general refurbishment,
storerooms and offices, kitchen facilities,
training areas.
2. Grounds (other than pitches): Car parking
facilities, ground access improvements,
fencing, security measures.

Rugby Football Foundation - The Grant Match
Scheme
http://www.rfu.com/microsites/rff/index.cfm?fus
eaction=groundmatch.home

The Grant Match Scheme provides easy-toaccess grant funding for playing projects that
contribute to the recruitment and retention of
community rugby players.
Grants are available on a „match funding‟
50:50 basis to support a proposed project.
Projects eligible for funding include:
1. Pitch Facilities – Playing surface
improvement, pitch improvement, rugby posts,
floodlights.
2. Club House Facilities – Changing rooms,
shower facilities, washroom/lavatory, and
measures to facilitate segregation (e.g.
women, juniors).
3. Equipment – Large capital equipment, pitch
maintenance capital equipment (e.g. mowers).

Biffaward

Biffaward is a multi-million pound fund which
awards grants to community and
environmental projects across the UK. The
fund's money comes from landfill tax credits
donated by Biffa Waste Services. Biffaward is
managed by the Royal Society of Wildlife
Trusts (RSWT) on Biffa's behalf.

http://www.biffaward.org/about

Under the Main Grants Scheme, grants are
awarded to projects that provide or improve
community spaces, cultural facilities and
places for outdoor recreation.
EU Life Fund
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/funding/intro_
en.htm

October 2010

LIFE is the EU‟s financial instrument
supporting environmental and nature
conservation projects throughout the EU.
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Funder’s requirements
Below is a list of funding requirements that can typically be expected to be provided as
part of a funding bid, some of which will fall directly out of the Playing Pitch Strategy:










Identify need (i.e., why the Project is needed) and how the Project will address it.
Articulate what difference the Project will make.
Identify benefits, value for money and/or added value.
Provide baseline information (i.e., the current situation).
Articulate how the Project is consistent with local, regional and national policy.
Financial need and project cost.
Funding profile (i.e., Who‟s providing what? Unit and overall costs).
Technical information and requirements (e.g., planning permission).
Targets, outputs and/or outcomes (i.e., the situation after the Project/what the Project
will achieve)
 Evidence of support from partners and stakeholders.
 Background/essential documentation (e.g., community use agreement).
 Assessment of risk.
Indicative costs
The indicative costs of implementing key elements of the Action Plan are based on the
following information taken from the Sport England kitbag.
The costs below are for the development of community sports facilities and are based on
providing good quality sports facility for the 1st Quarter 2010. These rounded costs are
based on schemes most recently funded through the Lottery, updated to reflect current
forecast price indices for 1st Quarter 2010 provided by the Building Cost Information
Service (BCIS), prepared by Technical Team Lead of Sport England.
There continues to be a significant challenge for the construction industry due to the
ongoing recession. General building costs have continued to rise during this period and
have been further hampered by exchange rates, building regulations amendments and
BS/EN enhancements. However, the actual volume of new work output during this period
has reduced tender prices. Therefore, depending on type of facility below, the net effect
may mean lower, similar or higher building costs.
Whilst general building costs are due to increase, tender prices are expected to continue
to fall through 2010, albeit at a slowing rate, as a result of falling new work output in 2010.
Prices are expected to rise again near the end of 2010, as new work output returns to
growth in 2011.

October 2010
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Tender prices could also be affected as a result of a new Government and potential
impact on public spending. General building costs are likely to be further affected by
environmental and sustainability considerations:
Facility
Outdoor tennis court
Synthetic turf pitches

Grass pitch

Multi–use games areas
Athletics track
Cricket wicket
Bowls
Changing rooms

Type
2 court, macadam, fenced and
floodlit
Sand based 100 x 64m fenced
and floodlit
Water based 100 x 64m
fenced and floodlit
Third generation turf pitch
including run offs 106 x 71m
100 x 64m
Drainage works
Re-marking/new posts
Floodlighting
40 x 18m fenced and floodlit
6 lane floodlit
Artificial
Crown green
4 team changing pavilion

Indicative cost
£130,000
£585,000
£900,000
£500,000
£80,000
£15,000
£3,000
£30,000
£80,000
£1,115,000
£6,000
£50-65,000
£550,000

The costs above include allowances for external works (car parks, roads, paths, services
connections etc) are included at an average rate of 15% addition to the cost of the works.
Maintenance of natural turf pitches
It is estimated to perform the requisite amount of maintenance on a natural turf pitch
costs in the region of £5,000/annum.
Maintenance of artificial turf pitches
The maintenance of artificial turf pitches should only be undertaken by fully trained and
competent persons. It has been estimated that the current maintenance cost for a floodlit
community/school soccer size pitch is in the region of £10,000/annum.
Rejuvenation processes, which may be necessary in five years, can cost in the region of
£30,000 plus VAT.
Current estimates for resurfacing a soccer size pitch at today‟s rates is in the region of
£200,000. This does not allow for any other incidental costs such as repairs to fencing,
floodlighting, etc, and assumes a life cycle of 10 years.

October 2010
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PART 9: SETTING PLAYING PITCH STANDARDS
Introduction
Within local plans/unitary development plans, many local authorities use the FIT (Fields in
Trust - formerly NPFA) guidelines to set local standards for outdoor sports provision. This
is usually based on a number of hectares per 1,000 population, which should be
protected and maintained as formal outdoor sports provision and designated as such in
the local plan/LDF. FIT outlines 1.21 hectares of formal outdoor sports pitches as an
aspiration for provision. Local authorities can then use this figure as a benchmark.
However, taking this analysis a step further to identify within the pitch stock, adequate
and inadequate provision and levels of latent demand in the area, makes the standard
significantly more representative of the local situation. By factoring in this information a
„qualitative local standard‟ can be derived. That is to say a local standard that takes into
account local qualitative information.
The qualitative local standard is calculated by adding the hectarage of pitch stock
available for community use to the identified shortfall/surplus of pitches (latent and future
demand) and applying it to potential future population growth.
It is important that this document informs policies and emerging supplementary planning
documents by setting out the Council‟s approach to securing outdoor sport facilities
through new housing development. The guidance should form the basis for negotiation
with developers to secure contributions for the provision of appropriate facilities and their
long term maintenance. Section 106 contributions could also be used to improve the
condition and maintenance regimes of the pitches. A number of management objectives
should be implemented to enable the above to be delivered:
 Continue to ensure that where sites are lost, through development or closure, that
facilities of the same or improved standard are provided to meet the continued needs
of residents.
 Consider ring-fencing capital receipts from disposals of playing pitch facilities
specifically for investment into other playing pitch facilities. They should be invested
in accordance with the aims of the Strategy.
 Planning consent should include appropriate conditions and/or be subject to a
Section 106 Agreement. Where developer contributions are applicable, a Section 106
Agreement must be completed specifying the amount and timing of sums to be paid.
 A „central pot‟ for developer contributions across North Warwickshire should be
established to invest in playing pitch facility provision and maintenance.
 Where new pitches are provided, changing rooms should be located on site.

October 2010
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Playing pitch standards have been calculated in line with Sport England guidance set out
in „Towards A Level Playing Field‟. Within this report local standards or „local aspirations
targets for provision‟ in hectares per 1,000 population are derived as follows:
Existing provision
(within this a
recognition of
‘poor quality’
provision)

October 2010

+

Additional
provision to
meet current
unmet demand
(latent demand
identified
through
consultation)

+

=

Knight Kavanagh & Page

Local aspirational
target for provision
(per 1,000
population - taking
into account
population
projections for 2021)
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The Assessment Report divides North Warwickshire into four analysis areas. These have been adopted to allow more localised
assessment of provision, examination of open space/facility surplus and deficiencies and local circumstances and issues to be taken
into account. The following example calculation is applied to calculate how much provision per 1,000 people is needed to strategically
serve North Warwickshire in the future.
Table 7.1: Local standards calculations
Analysis area

Current
provision
(ha)

Current
population

A

B

Current
Provision to
standard
meet latent
demand
(ha per 1,000
(ha)
population)
C
A/Bx1,000

D

Total future
provision
(ha)

Standard
based on
current
demand

Future
population
(2021)

E
A+D

F

G

E/Bx1,000

Total new Deficiency in
provision
provision
for 2021
(ha)
(ha)
H

I

(FxG/1,000)

H-A

The current level of provision (column A, B, C)
The current level of provision is calculated using the information collected and is presented earlier within the Assessment Report and
analysed using the playing pitch project database.

October 2010
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Deficiencies (column D)
Latent demand
Latent demand is defined as the number of teams that could be fielded were access to a sufficient number of pitches available.
Consultation reveals that several clubs currently consider themselves to have latent demand, which they cannot meet due to lack of
access to good quality facilities. The table below provides a summary of latent demand identified across North Warwickshire and feeds
into the standards calculations.
Table 7.2: Summary of latent demand
Analysis area

Pitches
Football

Total hectarage

Cricket

Rugby

Senior

Junior

Mini

All

Senior

Junior

Mini

North Forum

0.5

3.5

-

-

-

-

-

2.40

South Forum

0.5

1

-

1.5

-

-

-

3.57

East Forum

-

-

-

1.5

1

-

-

3.92

West Forum

-

2.5

-

0.5

-

-

-

2.85

Total future provision (column E)
This is calculated by adding latent demand (converted into hectares) to the total hectarage of current provision.
Target standards (column F)
Current population is applied to total future provision required to provide target standards by analysis area.
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Future population growth (column G)
The Office of National Statistics has recently produced long term population projections. They project forward the midyear estimates of
population for 2004 and give an indication of future trends by age and gender for next 25 years. Current total Borough population is
62,338 ONS (2008 mid-year population estimates).
ONS population projections (2006 – 2031) show that by 2021 (to fit with the Core Strategy and the Regional Spatial Strategy) the
Borough population is projected to be 66,700. This equates to a total increase of 4,362 or 6.997%, which has been applied to each
analysis area to reflect the population projections at a local level:
(2008)

6.9%

(2021)

Current
population

Increase

Future population

North Forum

17,431

1,220

18,651

East Forum

14,713

1,030

15,743

South Forum

15,582

1,090

16,672

West Forum

14,612

1,022

15,634

North Warwickshire

62,338

4,362

66,700

The projections are trend based projections and do not take into account future local, regional or national policy and strategies.
Total new provision (column H)
Target current standards are then applied to the future estimated population growth per area to tell us how much provision per 1,000
people is needed to strategically serve North Warwickshire until 2021.
Total new provision (column I)
We then present deficiencies between the current provision and future proposed provision in hectares.

October 2010
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North Warwickshire outdoor sports pitch standards
The following table summarises the recommended local provision standards for outdoor sports in North Warwickshire. Target
standards provide a guideline about how much provision per 1,000 people is needed to strategically serve the Borough until 2021.
Table 7.5: North Warwickshire outdoor sports2 pitch standards
Analysis area

Current
Current
Current
Provision to Total future
provision population
meet latent
provision
standard
demand
(ha)
(ha)
(ha per 1,000
(ha)
population)

Standard
based on
current
demand

Future
population
(2021)

Total new Deficiency
provision in provision
for 2021
(ha)
3
(ha)

(ha per 1,000
population)
North Forum

19.43

14,713

1.32

3.60

23.03

1.57

15,742

24.65

5.21

East Forum

30.31

17,431

1.74

3.57

33.88

1.94

18,651

36.25

5.94

South Forum

30.40

15,582

1.95

3.92

34.32

2.20

16,672

36.72

6.32

West Forum

31.92

14,612

2.18

2.85

34.77

2.38

15,634

37.20

5.28

North Warwickshire

112.07

62,338

1.80

13.94

126.01

2.02

66,700

134.82

22.76

It is important that all levels of analysis are kept up to date approximately every three years. In line with Sport England
recommendations in Towards A Level Playing Field and that NWBC has a current audit and assessment of provision in order to
respond appropriately to the needs of the local community.
The recommended standard for planning is the standard based on current demand.

2

Includes all outdoor sports facilities (i.e. pitches, courts and greens are included).
Due to rounding of figures there is a slight difference between those presented in the table (database generated) and those which are worked
manually.
3

October 2010
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Calculating Section 106 contributions
The requirement for outdoor sports provision should be based upon the number of
persons generated from the net increase in dwellings in the proposed scheme, using the
average household occupancy rate of 2.32 persons per dwelling as derived from the
Census 2001. On this basis 1,000 persons at 2.32 persons per household represents 431
dwellings.
The first stage is to calculate the total number of persons in the development (dwellings in
the development multiplied by 2.32 (persons per dwelling). For example, 500 dwellings at
2.32 persons per household represent 1,160 persons.
The next stage is to calculate the hectarage required for the development. This is
calculated by multiplying total persons in the development by the target local standard for
the analysis area where the development is taking place and dividing the total by 1,000.
For example, 1,160 persons multiplied by 1.32 (North Forum analysis area) and divided
by 1,000 equals 1.53 hectares required.
Based on the figure that a senior football pitch (including run off) is 1.4 hectares, this
would equate to a need of one senior football for example. For full breakdown of playing
pitch sizes used in this report, please refer to the Appendix.
In addition to the standards calculations, the deficiencies and surpluses in provision
identified within the PPM should also be taken into account, in terms of identifying where
(by analysis area) provision is required. Please refer to the relevant pages within the sport
by sport sections at the beginning of this report.
Calculation:
Number
of
dwellings
x 2.31

October 2010

x

Local
standard

=

(÷ 1000)
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Changing rooms
In the Borough, poor quality pitches are unable to accommodate the maximum number of
weekly matches. In certain cases, this is due to either lack of changing facilities or current
changing provision being poor quality. All playing pitches should be served by suitable,
good quality ancillary facilities; these should be located in close proximity to the playing
area.
To achieve an increase in participation in sport and physical activity in the Borough, it is
imperative that in addition to the need to secure developer contributions for pitch
provision, contributions should also be sought for improving and providing changing room
accommodation using the following guidelines:
 Figures based on the sports facility costs from Sport England for the 2nd quarter of
this year
http://www.sportengland.org/facilities__planning/planning_tools_and_guidance/planni
ng_kitbag.aspx
 Therefore the calculations below would need to change each quarter.
 Changing provision requirements are reliant on the number of pitches not the size of
pitches. Changing facilities are required for new pitches, whether they are on or off
site.
Example 1: Calculation for off site contribution for playing pitches:

Hectares
required
(Based on North
Warwickshire
standard)

/

640sqm (or
0.064ha)
(typical area of
grass pitch
identified by Sport
Eng for
calculation
purposes)

x

£80,000
(cost of grass
pitch per 640sqm
as identified by
Sport England for
calculation
purposes)

=

£
off-site
contribution

=

£
off-site
contribution

Example 2: Calculation for off site contribution for changing rooms:

No. of Pitches
(Need 2 team
changing room
per pitch)

x

£555,000
(cost of 4 team
changing room as
identified by Sport
England for
calculation
purposes)

/

2
(based on 2 teams
per pitch)

NB – the total figures do not include land value contribution or commuted sum for future
maintenance.
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PART 10: MONITORING AND REVIEW
It is important that there is regular monitoring (i.e. quarterly) and review against the
actions identified in the Strategy.
The Council can monitor on an annual basis changes in the supply and demand for
facilities by updating the assessment database with changes to site and team information.
This is important as regular monitoring of changes in supply and demand can avoid the
need for a complete review of the Strategy after three years.
A Playing Pitch Strategy should be subject to a full review every three years under Sport
England recommendations. However, regular monitoring of key supply and demand data
can extend the life of the Playing Pitch Strategy to five years.
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PART 11: CONCLUSIONS
The Playing Pitch Strategy seeks to provide guidance for planning decisions made across
the Borough in the eleven years up to 2021. By addressing the issues identified in the
Assessment Report and using the strategic framework presented in this Strategy, the
current and future sporting and recreational needs of North Warwickshire can be
satisfied. The Strategy identifies where there is a deficiency in provision and identifies
how best to resolve this in the future.
It is important that this document is used in a practical manner, is engaged with partners
and encourages partnerships to be developed, to ensure that playing pitches and outdoor
sports facilities are regarded as a vital aspect of community life and which contribute to
the achievement of North Warwickshire Borough Council‟s corporate priorities and the
vision set out by the Sustainable Community Strategy.
The production of this Strategy should be regarded as the beginning of the planning
process. The success of this Strategy and the benefits that are gained are dependant
upon regular engagement between all partners involved and the adoption of a strategic
approach. The Strategy is intended to be flexible and regularly updated using the
accompanying database tools provided.
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APPENDIX ONE: PITCH SIZES
The following dimensions are used to calculate the area of pitch and non-pitch provision
within this study. The dimensions include areas for side and end margins and are taken
from Towards a Level Playing Field.
Pitch sizes - maximum and minimum
Sport
Type
Min size
(Metres)

Football
Football
Football
Football
Cricket
Cricket
Rugby union
Rugby league
Hockey

October 2010

Senior
Youth
Minis U9/10
Minis U7/8
Senior
Junior
Senior
Senior
Senior

L
90
70
46
27
46
37
100
-

W
46
42
27
18
46
37
55
-

Max size
(Metres)

L
120
82
55
46
144
122
91

W
90
56
37
27
69
68
55

Knight Kavanagh & Page

Safety margins Hectares
max with
(Metres)
safety
Side
9
3
3
3
3
3
5

End
6
3
3
3
5
6
3

1.4
0.5
0.3
0.2
1.6-2.0
1.2
1.0
0.6
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APPENDIX TWO: FA RECOMMENDED PITCH SIZES
Age grouping

Type

Recommended
Pitch Size in Yards
(Length x width)

Suggested
Size of Goal posts
(Height x width)

Pitch dimensions in Yards
Length

Width

Pitch dimensions in Metres
Length

Width

Max

Min

Max

Min

Max

Min

Max

Min

Mini-Soccer U7-U8

7v7

50 yds x 30.yds

6 ft

12 ft

50 yds

30 yds

30 yds

20 yds

45.72m

27.43m

27.43m

18.30m

Mini-Soccer U9-U10

7v7

60 yds x 40 yds

6 ft

12 ft

60 yds

50 yds

40 yds

30 yds

54.86m

45.72m

36.58m

27.43m

Youth U11-U12 prior to 31st Dec

7v7

60yds x 40 yds

6 ft

12 ft

60yds

50yds

40yds

30yds

54.86m

45.72m

36.58m

27.43m

Youth U12 after 31st Dec

9v9

80yds x 50 yds

7 ft

16 ft

80yds

70yds

50yds

45yds

73.15m

64.00m

45.72m

41.15m

Youth U13-U14

9v9

80yds x 50 yds

7 ft

16 ft

80yds

70 yds

50yds

45yds

73.15m

64.00m

45.72m

41.15m

Under 14 after 31st Dec

11v11

90yds x 55 yds

8 ft

24 ft

90yds

80yds

55yds

50yds

82.30m

73.15m

50.29m

45.72m

Youth U15-U16

11v11

100yds x 60 yds

8 ft

24 ft

110yds

90yds

70yds

50yds

100.58m

82.30m

64m

45.72m

Youth U17-U18
& Senior ages

11v11

110yds x 70 yds

8 ft

24 ft

130yds

100yds

100 yds

50yds

120m

90m

90m

45.5m
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