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 INTRODUCTION AND SCOPE 

 Introduction  

 In 2016, North Warwickshire Borough Council (NWBC) commenced a comprehensive 

Strategic Review. This work comprised a number of separate, but linked elements as 

follows: 

• Health, Well-being and Leisure Strategy 

• Green Space Strategy 

• Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) 

• Leisure Facilities Strategy 

• Leisure Facilities Operational Review and Future Delivery Options 

• Light Touch Review of Community Development approach 

 This Strategy focusses on future provision of playing pitches in the Borough i.e. what, 

where, why and how. 

 The Playing Pitch Strategy provides an evidence base for the emerging Local Plan 2017-

2031, in respect of outdoor sports facilities. 

 There are three generic appendices supporting the Health, Well-Being and Leisure 

Strategy, Green Space Strategy, Playing Pitch Strategy and Leisure Facilities Strategy: 

these are: 

• Appendix A - National Context 

• Appendix B - The Local Context 

• Appendix C - Stakeholder Consultation 

 This PPS is a strategic assessment in the context of national policy and local sports 

development needs that provides an up to date analysis of supply and demand for 

playing pitches (grass and artificial) in the local authority. Given the breadth of sports 

played in the study area, as well as the intention of the Council to incorporate as much 

grass-roots participation as possible within the study, the assessment will focus on the 

following sports: 

• Football 

• Rugby Union 

• Cricket 

• Hockey 

 Within these sports, the PPS will seek as far as is practicable to include consideration of 

all forms of play to: 

• Ensure that service delivery is focused to meet the current and future 

needs of residents of, and visitors to, the Borough, and takes account 

of potential future growth in the Borough. 
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• Provide a framework for the delivery of targeted services that 

contribute directly to the development of sustainable, cohesive 

communities, improved health and well-being and increased 

opportunities for participation in both sport and informal recreation. 

• Ensure the appropriate provision of accessible, high quality green 

space, sports and recreational facilities. 

 The PPS will provide a strategy that is fit-for-purpose and addresses the specific issues 

and risks for the area. It is key that this PPS reflects the local context and enables the 

local authority to maximise the amount of high quality sporting provision for its residents, 

while understanding the need to meet planning and housing requirements.  

 A clear and deliverable action plan will be developed and aim to deliver against the 

following drivers, also set out in the Borough Council’s Corporate Plan1, which identifies 

six key priorities; three of which have particular relevance to the Authority’s leisure 

provision: 

• Responsible Financial and Resource Management. 

• Improving Leisure and Well-being Opportunities. 

• Promoting Sustainable and Vibrant Communities. 

 The Corporate Plan outlines the Borough Council’s commitment to ensure “responsible 

financial and resource management”, as identified in the Medium Term Financial 

Strategy2; the Authority needs to make revenue savings of £1.7 million over the next four 

years from within an overall annual budget of £8.8 million.  In order to make these 

savings, all services provided by the Borough Council, including its Leisure and 

Community Development service, will be subject to close scrutiny. It is inevitable that 

some of these services will be affected by this process. 

 Methodology 

 The assessment methodology adopted for the PPS follows the published guidance from 

Sport England. The guidance used is the 2013 version, Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance 

– An Approach to Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy3. Figure 1.1 

summarises the approach proposed in this guidance and is broken down into 10 steps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
1 North Warwickshire Borough Council Corporate Plan 2016-17 
www.northwarks.gov.uk/downloads/download/2280/corporate_plan 
2 North Warwickshire Borough Council Medium Term Financial Strategy 
 www.northwarks.gov.uk/downloads/file/6119/appendix_a_-_medium_term_financial_strategy  
3 https://www.sportengland.org/media/3522/pps-guidance-october-2013-updated.pdf 

http://www.northwarks.gov.uk/downloads/download/2280/corporate_plan
http://www.northwarks.gov.uk/downloads/file/6119/appendix_a_-_medium_term_financial_strategy
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Figure 1.1: Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy – The 10 Step Approach 
(Sport England, 2013) 

 

 To facilitate information gathering and help ensure PPS reports are based on a robust 

evidence base, 4 global has developed an online data entry and assessment platform 

(see images below), which contains all pitch provider and club information. This will 

enable the Council to keep supply and demand information and the strategy up to date 

through to the end of the strategy and beyond. 

 

Figure 1.2 - 4 global’s Online Playing Pitch Platform  

 

 A Project Steering Group comprising representation from the Council, Sport England and 

National Governing Bodies of Sport (NGBs) has guided the study from its 

commencement. At critical milestones, the Steering Group members have reviewed and 

verified the data and information collected to allow the work to proceed efficiently through 

each stage, reducing the margin of error. Details of the steering board and the 

organisations they represent are included in Appendix H – Steering Group Members. 
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 The Structure of our Report 

 The structure of the PPS report is as follows  

• Section 1 - Introduction 

• Section 2 – Local Context 

• Section 3 – Football 

• Section 4 – Cricket  

• Section 5 – Rugby 

• Section 6 – Hockey 

• Section 7 – Recommendations and Action Plan 

• Section 8 – Playing Pitch Demand Calculator. 

 Supporting information is included in the appendices and referenced throughout. 

 In addition to the detailed report, an Executive Summary will also be produced, which 

brings together the key outputs of the study, as well as the main issues and opportunities 

for each sport and the overall Action Plan.  
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 LOCAL CONTEXT 

 A summary of the local context for North Warwickshire is included in the following 

section. Map 2.1 shows the local authority spatially, illustrating the location of North 

Warwickshire and its borders with Lichfield and North West Leicestershire to the North, 

Hinckley & Bosworth, Nuneaton & Bedworth to the East. To the South of NWBC are 

Coventry and Solihull, and Birmingham to the West. 

 Map 2.1 also shows the sub-area breakdown of North Warwickshire, these will be 

explained in more detail throughout the remainder of the report. They are as follows: 

• Arley & Whitacre 

• Atherstone & Mancetter 

• Baddesley & Grendon 

• Coleshill 

• Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End 

• Fillongley 

• Hartshill 

• Kingsbury 

• Newton Regis & Warton 

• Polesworth & Dordon 

• Water Orton  

Map 2.1 – North Warwickshire boundaries and sub-areas 
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 Neighbouring Local Authority Playing Pitch Analysis 

 To assess the recommendations for sports development and facilities in the study area, it 

is important to understand the priorities of neighbouring local authorities, especially 

regarding major facility development plans.  

 The reason for this is that often, major sports facilities (such as a large AGP 

development) attract demand from numerous local authorities as residents are prepared 

to travel further for high quality facilities.  

 This section therefore looks to summarise the status of the Playing Pitch Strategies for 

neighbouring local authorities and where possible, assesses the strategic or major facility 

plans that may have an impact on the supply and demand for sports facilities in the study 

area. 

 In addition to the summaries below, the maps contained with the Football AGP analysis 

section, provide a spatial analysis of sand-based and 3G AGP facilities across the study 

area and neighbouring local authorities, which can be used to assess the overall supply 

and demand for AGP’s in the study area. 

COVENTRY CITY COUNCIL 

 Coventry City Councils Playing Pitch Strategy (2014-2019) strategy highlights that there 

are 209 grass football pitches available to the community, with the majority (65%) rated 

as ‘good’. It stresses a major need to address poor changing facilities, as many sites are 

currently inaccessible because of their quality. 

 There is unmet demand for AGP provision, both from football and hockey for an 

additional 3.5 AGP’s required in the area to meet this demand. All rugby pitches in the 

Coventry area were either at or over capacity, attributed to the fact that most teams are 

training on their match pitch. 

LICHFIELD DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 Lichfield Playing Pitch, Tennis and Bowls Strategy (2012) states the need to redesign 

football sites to target areas of deficiencies. It also recommends seeking to secure 

community use at facilities to maximise the councils facility stock. Ultimately, working with 

existing clubs to either improve their current facilities or provide assistance should clubs 

be looking to relocate to enable club progression.  

NUNEATON AND BEDWORTH BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 Nuneaton and Bedworth Playing Pitch Strategy (2016-2031) found there are 113 football 

pitches in the Borough. Of these, 85 are available to the community; 67 assessed as 

standard quality and 14 of poor quality. The strategy recommends looking at the 

feasibility of stand-alone pitch sites, rather than looking to create hub sites in the future. 
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 The strategy also highlights the need for rugby ready WR22 AGP sites, to alleviate some 

over-play on pitches caused by training on match grass pitches. There are 11 cricket 

pitches in the Borough, none of which are of poor quality. Although, there is a lot of over-

play and the strategy recommends working with clubs to move junior demand onto 

artificial wickets.  

PPS’ BEING UPDATED 

 The PPS’ for North West Leicestershire, Solihull and Hinckley & Bosworth are currently 

out-dated and the councils are in the process of creating a new up-to-date strategy for 

their Local Authority area.  
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 FOOTBALL ANALYSIS 

 Introduction 

 This section of the report focusses on the supply and demand for grass football pitches. 

At the end of this section there is also a summary of the supply and demand findings for 

third generation (3G) Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP’s) that are becoming increasingly 

important to service the needs of football for both competitive play and training. 

 This section includes the headline findings from the PPS, as well as a site by site analysis 

of football sites across NWBC. For further detail on the supply and demand of football in 

the study area, Technical Appendix A – Football Analysis provides a detailed analysis of 

supply and demand of football in North Warwickshire, including all the required analysis 

as defined in the Sport England Playing Pitch Guidance.  

 Strategic Priorities for the Football Association  

 In August 2015, the Football Association (FA) released their National Game Strategy for 

Participation and Development (2015 – 2019), which committed the organisation to invest 

£260 million into grassroots football over the next four years. The strategy has four key 

priorities: 

• Participation – ‘More players playing football more often’. The FA are 

aiming to boost female youth participation by 11% and retain the current 

level of male team affiliation. 

• Player Development – ‘Better quality players being developed and 

entering the talent pathways’. The FA will invest £16m into coach 

education and development programmes. There will also be 1,000 more 

top level grassroots coaches developed and on-going investment into the 

skills coaching programme for 5 – 11 year olds. 

• Better Training and Playing Facilities – The FA has committed £48m to 

new and improved facilities through the Football Foundation. This 

includes the roll out of a new sustainable model for grassroots facilities in 

30 cities through football hubs owned and operated by local communities. 

An ambition has also been stated to ensure that half of mini-soccer and 

youth matches are played on high-quality artificial grass pitches. 

• Football Workforce – ‘Recruiting and developing volunteers and paid staff 

who service the game’. This will grow the workforce, increase the number 

of qualified referees and ensure there is an advisory board for every 

County FA. 
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 The national strategy follows the FA’s October 2014 announcements, stating its 

intentions to deliver 30 football hubs in cities across the country. The FA intends to 

increase the number of full size, publicly accessibility 3G AGP’s to over 1,000 across 

England. It also intends to facilitate the delivery of more than 150 new club-owned and 

managed football hubs to support the delivery of FA, County FA and professional club 

youth development and coach education programmes. It also aims to ensure that at least 

50% of all mini soccer and 9v9 matches are played on good quality 3G AGP’s.  

 A key trend for football across the country is the contraction of adult affiliated clubs and 

the growth of more casual and informal forms of football, such as 5 and 7-a-side and 

organised evening 11-a-side, typically played on floodlit 3G pitches. This trend reflects 

the perceived reduction in free time across the UK and the reticence to commit to weekly 

football on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon.  

 The growth of demand and supply of 3G provision and the changing patterns of demand 

among grass roots footballers is key and will be addressed as an output of this study. 

 In addition to the focus on 3G facilities the FA has emphasised, throughout consultations, 

the commitment of the organisation to improving grass pitches, with the overall target 

being to improve 2,000 grass pitches across the UK and reduce the amount of 

cancellations, especially due to waterlogging.  

 The body that governs football in the study area is the Birmingham County FA and all of 

the FA’s community and development objectives are implemented through this local 

body.  

 Supply 

PITCH OWNERSHIP  

 As is common across the UK, a large proportion of sports provision in the study area is 

owned and operated by education and the local authority. Table 3 below shows the 

majority of sites in the study area are owned and managed by NWBC, and that there are 

many club and school managed sites in the Borough. 

Table 3 – Site ownership in North Warwickshire. Source: 4 global site assessments 

Type of ownership Ownership Management 

Academy 0 3 

Charity 0 1 

CISWO 3 0 

Club 2 9 

Council 10 8 

Education 0 4 

Parish 7 7 

Private 3 2 
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Rec Committee 2 1 

Trust 1 0 

WCC 11 4 

 

QUALITY OVERVIEW  

 To gather a full understanding of the supply of football pitches in North Warwickshire, the 

4 global research team visited all football sites in the area and assessed the facilities 

using the FA’s guidelines, as shown in Playing Pitch Strategy Appendix 2 - Football 

Association4. Where appropriate an Institute of Groundsmen (IOG) qualified pitch 

assessor also undertook an assessment of key sites to cross check the original scores 

and ensure the scoring is consistent with the rest of the country. 

 A detailed record of all the supply data can be found in Technical Appendix A – Football 

Analysis, however this section will summarise the key findings. 

 Table 3.1 summarises how the grass football pitches in the study area were assessed, in 

line with Sport England PPS methodology (non-technical assessments). 

Table 3.1 – Supply of grass pitches in the study area. Source: 4 global site assessments 

Quality score 

Adult 
football 

Youth football Mini soccer 

11v11 11v11 9v9 7v7 5v5 

Good (80-100%) 3 1 3 2 1 

Standard (50-79.9%) 9 11 4 12 6 

Poor (0-49.9%) 10 0 0 4 0 

 Table 3.1 shows that most pitches across the Borough are rated as STANDARD, with the 

rest of sites identified as GOOD or POOR. 

  

                                                      
4 Sport England PPS Guidance – Football Appendix (http://goo.gl/em3wyj: 2015) 

http://goo.gl/em3wyj
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Map 3.1 – Football provision (grass and AGP) in NWBC. Source: 4g site assessments 
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 Demand 

 Football is the most popular team participation sport across the study area, with a total of 

111 teams recorded by the study, as shown in Table 3.4. To illustrate the distribution of 

football teams across the Borough, this data has been broken down into the eleven sub-

areas.  

 Overall in North Warwickshire, the majority of teams are in the Junior (41) and Mini 

Soccer (39) age goups, with also a large number of adult teams (30) across the Borough. 

The largest proportion of teams are located in the Atherstone & Mancetter Sub Area (27) 

and Polesworth & Dordon Sub Area (23 in total).There are also three Ladies teams and 

one Girls team, three of which are located in the Atherstone & Mancetter Sub Area and 

one in the Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End Sub Area.  

 There are no teams in the sub areas of Arley & Whitacre and Newton Regis & Warton.  

Table 3.4 – Team Profile for football in North Warwickshire  

Area 

Adult Teams Youth Teams Mini Teams 

Total 
Men’s Ladies 

Boys Girls Mini Soccer 

11v11 9v9 11v11 9v9 7v7 5v5 

Arley & Whitacre 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Atherstone & 
Mancetter 

5 2 6 4 1 0 5 4 27 

Baddesley & 
Grendon 

3 0 2 4 0 0 4 4 17 

Coleshill 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 

Curdworth, Hurley 
& Wood End 

4 1 4 3 0 0 3 2 17 

Fillongley 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 

Hartshill 1 0 4 2 0 0 4 0 11 

Kingsbury 2 0 0 1 0 0 2 2 7 

Newton Regis & 
Warton 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Polesworth & 
Dordon 

5 0 6 3 0 0 2 7 23 

Water Orton 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 4 

North Warwickshire 
Borough 

28 3 23 17 1 0 20 19 111 

 Using the above team data and the volume of 32 clubs that were surveyed, the club to 

team ratio in North Warwickshire is 1:3.5, i.e. each club runs on average 3.5 teams. This 

compares to a national ratio of 1:3.3 and shows that there are marginally more teams 

within each club on average compared to national levels. 

MAJOR CLUB DEMAND SUMMARY 

 A sample of four clubs in the borough is summarised overleaf, focussing on the major 

priorities and issues raised by each of the clubs during consultation. A more detailed 

analysis of these clubs can be seen in Technical Appendix A – Football Analysis. 
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Atherstone 
Town Football 
Club Limited: 

The changing rooms and bar area are very poor and in need of 
improvements, particularly the bar area, which would entice 
spectators to utilise more. The Club would like to develop, but are 
reluctant due to the future security of the site, as they have a yearly 
rolling lease from the Council. Discussions between the Council and 
the Club are ongoing – a key focus being a sustainable future for the 
Club. The club state that with some minor improvements to the 
ground they could access a further step in the football league system.  

 

Atherstone 
Rangers 
Football Club 

The Club has a total of 21 teams, including a ladies section and junior 
sides ranging from U7 to U16. The Club has seen an increase in 
team numbers in recent years, including increased demand for ladies 
football and mini soccer, however growth of the club is hindered by a 
lack of venue for the club to base all of its teams. 
The Club currently uses a number of sites across North Warwickshire 
in order to accommodate all of its teams, these are; Queen Elizabeth 
School and Sport College, Outwoods Primary School, Atherstone 
Sports Club, Atherstone Football Club, Witherley Football Club, 3M 
United Kingdom PLC and Atherstone Town Cricket Club (preferred 
ground due to the quality of pitches and facilities). The club have 
identified a major need for additional playing pitches and facilities in 
the area in order to allow any further growth. 

 
Hurley Kings 
Football Club 

Hurley Kings is a large football club that has one adult team and 
juniors in every age group from U7 to U16. All the teams play home 
fixtures at Hurley Daw Hill. The club recently added 3 teams and has 
plans to add at least 4 more (youth football and mini soccer) in the 
next few seasons. The Club state that if more pitches with better 
facilities were available in the area, it would have more teams. 
 

 
Kingsbury 
Aztecs 

Junior club consisting of 5 teams ranging from U7 – U11. All teams 
train at the same ground, Kingsbury School, and play fixtures on a 
Saturday at this same ground. The school’s pitches are rented on a 1 
year rolling contract, with shared maintenance between the club 
volunteers and the school. At the site, there are 2 mini, 1 junior and 1 
senior pitch. The club has seen an increase in the number of teams, 
growing by at least 1 team every season as well as having a thriving 
‘mini kickers’ section. There are plans for the club to continue to 
expand in the coming years. There are issues with unmet demand, 
and to overcome this the club requires access to a 3G facility. Issues 
with lack of available changing rooms have also been noted, with no 
changing / ancillary facilities available to the club it is something that 
they struggle with. 
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 Future Demand  

DEMAND DRIVEN BY POPULATION GROWTH 

 To calculate the future demand for football in the study area, a Team Generation Rate5 

has been calculated using the current number of teams and the current population. This 

measure allows us to calculate what size of population (for various age groups) will 

typically cause enough demand for a football team. 

 This Team Generation Rate can then be applied to the population projections for the local 

authority to confirm how population growth or reduction will affect the demand for teams 

in each of the key age groups. 

Table 3.5 – Team Generation Rates for Football in North Warwickshire  

Football age group 

Current 
popn. 

per age 
group 

No. 
Of 

teams 

TGR 
(Teams 

Generation 
Rate) 

Future 
population 
(2031) per 
age group 

Predicted 
future 

number 
of teams 

Additional 
teams 

required 

Snr Men (19-45yrs) 9,300 28 0.003 12,720 36.9 8.9 

Snr Women (19-45yrs) 9,400 3 0.0003 12,022 3.4 0.4 

Youth Boys (12-18yrs) 2,380 40 0.016 2,361 40 0 

Youth Girls (12-18yrs) 2,240 1 0.0004 2,492 0.95 -0.05 

Mini soccer mixed (6-
11yrs) 

4,040 39 0.010 3,211 33 -6.0 

Total  27,360 111 0.03 32,806 113 3.25 

 The population in North Warwickshire is projected to increase in the age groups identified 

for TGR analysis (shown in Table 3.5) and this leads to the increase in demand for 

football at these age groups. Overall, there is a projected increase of 3 teams across all 

age groups in the study area. To break-down this projected increase in demand, TGR 

calculations have also been undertaken for each of the eleven sub-areas, all of which are 

detailed in Technical Appendix A – Football Analysis. 

 The sub areas with the highest demand generated from population projections, are 

outlined as follows: 

• Adult Men’s teams in Polesworth & Dordon (3.1 teams), Baddesley & Grendon 

(2.6 teams) and Atherstone & Mancetter (1 team) 

• Youth Boys teams in Baddesley & Grendon (1.3 teams). 

 Due to the projected decline in population in some of the sub-areas, particularly in the 

Mini Soccer Age Groups, from 2017 to 2031, there is expected to be largest decrease in 

demand for teams in the following sub areas: 

                                                      
5 The Team Generation Rate calculation uses the current number of teams and the current 
population to calculate a proxy measure of the number of total residents per relevant sports team. 
This measure is therefore applied to the projected population (depending on the length of the 
strategy) to predict how many additional teams will be required in order to satisfy the demand from 
the ‘new’ population. 
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• Youth Boy’s teams in Atherstone & Mancetter (-1 team), Polesworth & Dordon (-

0.9 teams)  

• Mini Soccer teams in Atherstone & Mancetter (-2.2 teams), Kingsbury (-1.4 

teams) and Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End (-1.5 teams). 

 When comparing the findings for the whole study area to national trends, the reduction in 

youth and mini teams is not consistent with the rest of the country, with an upward trend 

for the rest of the UK. The projected increase in adult football teams contrasts with 

findings from across the rest of the UK, which sees a reduction forecast in adult football 

11v11. 

 It is important to note that this calculation assumes that clubs, the Council and the local 

FA development officers do not improve their marketing or participation schemes over the 

period and are therefore no more successful than they are now in attracting new players 

to participate in football in the study area. In reality, it is expected that there will be 

improved channels of digital communication and improved maintenance technology, as 

well as higher quality ancillary provision. The output of this will be a higher quality and an 

improved ability to generate additional demand and convert it into participation. 

DEMAND DRIVEN BY LATENT DEMAND 

 While a large amount of future demand will be driven by population growth, it is also likely 

that clubs and operators are successful in converting latent demand into actual demand, 

therefore increasing the number of people playing football. The table below identifies all 

clubs, grouped by sub-area, that identified latent demand (not currently active), which 

they are aiming to convert into affiliated football demand within the next 1 – 3 years. This 

provides an estimation of the number of new teams that will be required in North 

Warwickshire, in addition to the teams generated by population growth. 

Table 3.5: Latent demand for football by sub-area 

Sub-area 

Adult teams Youth teams Mini teams 
Totals 

Mens Ladies Boys Girls 
Mini 

soccer 

Arley & Whitacre 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Atherstone & 
Mancetter 

1 1 4 2 1 9 

Baddesley & 
Grendon 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Coleshill 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Curdworth, Hurley & 
Wood End 

0 0 0 2 2 4 

Fillongley 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Hartshill 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Kingsbury 1 1 3 1 1 7 

Newton Regis & 
Warton 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Polesworth & 
Dordon 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Water Orton 1 0 1 0 0 2 
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Sub-area 

Adult teams Youth teams Mini teams 
Totals 

Mens Ladies Boys Girls 
Mini 

soccer 
North Warwickshire 
Borough 

4 2 8 5 4 23 

 The additional demand, both from population growth and the conversion of latent 

demand, will be considered as part of the future capacity analysis in the following 

sections. 

 Supply and Demand Balance 

 This section presents the supply and demand balance findings for grass football pitches 

(both for current and future scenarios) for the study, split by sub-area. 

 The pitch balance figures i.e. the relationship between supply and demand, have been 

calculated using the capacity and pitch quality ratings, with further detail provided in 

Technical Appendix A – Football Analysis.  

 While the balance for all available pitches illustrates an over-supply for both 2017 and 

2031. However, when considering peak time usage only, there are no Youth 9v9 and Mini 

5v5 pitches available at peak times.  

Table 3.6: Overall football balance figures for North Warwickshire  

Sub Area Adult 
Youth 
11v11 

Youth 
9v9 

Mini 
7v7 

Mini 5v5 Total 

Current balance figures for 
all available sites 

19.5 16 12 57.5 22 129 

Number of pitches available 
at peak times 

8 2 
At capacity 

during 
peak times 

4 
At capacity 

during 
peak times 

16 

Current balance figures for 
secured sites only 

20 8 13.5 37.5 22 103 

Future balance for all 
available sites including 
Future additional demand 
from TGR 

12.25 12.25 9.125 57.75 22.25 115.5 

Future balance for secured 
sites only including Future 
additional demand from TGR 

12.75 4.25 10.5 37.75 22.25 89.5 

Future balance for scenario: 
removal of all Local Authority 
owned provision 

8.5 15 10 47.5 18 101 

Future balance for scenario: 
removal of Education sites 

19.5 4 8 35.5 19 88 

Football balance figures for 
moving all demand from 
single pitch sites to 3G   

30.5 19 13.5 61 22 146 

 

 Table 3.7 to 3.10 below show the total capacity analysis for football in each of the eleven 

sub-areas. For each table, scenarios have been tested, to show the impact of pitch 

ownership and security across the sub-area.  
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Table 3.7: Overall football balance figures for all available sites  

Sub Area Adult 
Youth 
11v11 

Youth 
9v9 

Mini 
7v7 

Mini 
5v5 

Total 

Arley & Whitacre 3 0 2 8 4 17 

Atherstone & Mancetter 3 5.5 1.5 5 3.5 18.5 

Baddesley & Grendon 0.5 1 -2 2 2 3.5 

Coleshill 0 4 0 4 8 16 

Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End 3.5 1 2.5 12.5 -1 18.5 

Fillongley 4.5 0 0 8 4 16.5 

Hartshill 2.5 0 3 2 0 7.5 

Kingsbury 1 2 1.5 3 -2.5 5 

Newton Regis & Warton 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Polesworth & Dordon -0.5 2.5 3.5 13 4 22.5 

Water Orton 1 0 0 0 0 1 

North Warwickshire 19.5 16 12 57.5 22 129 

 Table 3.7 identifies there is a large overall over-supply of football provision for 2017. 

However within this there is a deficit of Adult pitches in Polesworth & Dordon, Youth 9v9 

pitches in Baddesley & Grendon and Mini Soccer 5v5 pitches in Curdworth, Hurley & 

Wood End and Kingsbury. 

 The additional projected demand from latent demand and population growth leads to this 

over-supply shrinking by 2031. Although there remains a deficit of Adult pitches in 

Polesworth & Dordon and Baddesley & Grendon; Youth 11v11 and Youth 9v9 pitches in 

Water Orton, Youth 9v9 pitches in Baddesley & Grendon, and Mini Soccer 5v5 pitches in 

Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End and Kingsbury.  

Table 3.8: Future balance for all available sites including Future additional demand from 
TGR 

Sub Area Adult 
Youth 
11v11 

Youth 
9v9 

Mini 
7v7 

Mini 
5v5 

Total 

Arley & Whitacre 3 0 2 8 4 17 

Atherstone & Mancetter 1.25 4.25 0.25 5.25 3.75 14.75 

Baddesley & Grendon -0.75 0.25 -1.875 1.75 1.75 1 

Coleshill 0 4 0 4 8 16 

Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End 3 0.75 2.25 12.25 -1.25 17 

Fillongley 4 0 0 8 4 16 

Hartshill 2.25 0 3 2.25 0.25 7.75 

Kingsbury 0 1 0.5 3 -2.5 2 

Newton Regis & Warton 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Polesworth & Dordon -2 2.25 3.25 13.25 4.25 21 

Water Orton 0.5 -0.25 -0.25 0 0 0 

North Warwickshire 12.25 12.25 9.125 57.75 22.25 115.5 



                                   
   
  North Warwickshire Playing Pitch Strategy 

 20 

 Table 3.9 considers sites with secured use only and identifies that there is a large overall 

over-supply of football provision for 2017. However, there is still a deficit of Adult and 

Youth 11v11 pitches in Polesworth & Dordon, Youth 9v9 pitches in Baddesley & Grendon 

and Mini Soccer 5v5 pitches in Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End and Kingsbury. 

Table 3.9: Overall football balance figures for secured sites only  

Sub Area Adult 
Youth 
11v11 

Youth 
9v9 

Mini 
7v7 

Mini 
5v5 

Total 

Arley & Whitacre 2 0 2 4 4 12 

Atherstone & Mancetter 3 1.5 2 3 3.5 13 

Baddesley & Grendon 1.5 1 -2 2 2 4.5 

Coleshill 0 4 0 0 8 12 

Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End 3.5 1 2.5 12.5 -1 18.5 

Fillongley 4.5 0 0 8 4 16.5 

Hartshill 3 0 4 0 0 7 

Kingsbury 1 2 1.5 3 -2.5 5 

Newton Regis & Warton 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Polesworth & Dordon -0.5 -1.5 3.5 5 4 10.5 

Water Orton 1 0 0 0 0 1 

North Warwickshire 20 8 13.5 37.5 22 103 

 Table 3.10 identifies that the large over-supply of football provision for 2017 will reduce 

slightly as a consequence of the projected increase in population. However, within the 

study area, there is still a deficit of Adult and Youth 11v11 pitches in Polesworth & 

Dordon, Youth 11v11 and Youth 9v9 pitches in Water Orton, Youth 9v9 pitches in 

Baddesley & Grendon, and Mini Soccer 5v5 pitches in Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End 

and Kingsbury. 

Table 3.10: Future balance for secured sites only including Future additional demand from TGR 

Sub Area Adult 
Youth 
11v11 

Youth 
9v9 

Mini 
7v7 

Mini 
5v5 

Total 

Arley & Whitacre 2 0 2 4 4 12 

Atherstone & Mancetter 1.25 0.25 0.75 3.25 3.75 9.25 

Baddesley & Grendon 0.25 0.25 -2 1.75 1.75 2 

Coleshill 0 4 0 0 8 12 

Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End 3 0.75 2.25 12.25 -1.25 17 

Fillongley 4 0 0 8 4 16 

Hartshill 2.75 0 4 0.25 0.25 7.25 

Kingsbury 0 1 0.5 3 -2.5 2 

Newton Regis & Warton 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Polesworth & Dordon -2 -1.75 3.25 5.25 4.25 9 

Water Orton 0.5 -0.25 -0.25 0 0 0 

North Warwickshire 12.75 4.25 10.5 37.75 22.25 89.5 
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 Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP’s) for Football 

 There are three surface types that fall into the category of Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP); 

rubber crumb (3G), sand-based (filled or dressed) and water based. 

 The FA considers high quality 3G pitches as essential in promoting coach and player 

development across all age groups. These pitches can support intensive use and as such 

are valuable assets for both playing and training. Primarily, such facilities have been 

installed for community use and training however they are increasingly used for 

competition, which the FA wholly supports providing the pitch has been appropriately 

tested and is on the FA 3G pitch register. The FA’s long-term ambition is to provide every 

affiliated team in England with the opportunity to train once a week on a floodlit 3G 

surface together with priority access for Charter Standard Community Clubs through a 

partnership agreement. 

 The FA has adopted the use of 3G pitches across all its competitions and incorporated 

this into the standard code of rules. This decision was taken due to the significant 

advances that have been made to the development of 3G Football Turf (FT) and the 

adoption of these surfaces by professional leagues throughout Europe and by both UEFA 

and FIFA for major competitions.  

 Competitive affiliated football can take place on 3G surfaces that have been tested to FA 

standards and is on the FA 3G Football Turf Pitch Register. All football training can take 

place on sand and water based surfaces but a 3G surface is preferred. 

QUANTITY AND QUALITY OVERVIEW   

 Table 3.11 provides a list of all full size (approx. 100m x 60m or bigger) 3G AGP’s in 

North Warwickshire, available for either for training or competitive play. These have been 

separated from the other AGP’s in the hockey section of this report as sand-based or 

small sided AGP’s are not of strategic importance for Sport England or the FA.  

 The study area currently has one full sized 3G AGP’s that is available for community use 

and used heavily through periods of peak demand (weekday evenings and weekends). 

The facility is floodlit therefore can be used by the community at peak times throughout 

the winter. 

Table 3.11 – Full size 3G AGP provision in North Warwickshire 

Site Name 
Pitch 
Type  

Size 
Community 

use  
Security 
of use 

Pitch 
score 

Floodlighting 

Coleshill FC 3G 110x70 Available Secured 
88 - 

Good 
Yes 
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CURRENT SUPPLY AND DEMAND BALANCE – ARTIFICIAL GRASS PITCHES 

 As part of the FA National Game Strategy, the Football Association have identified a 

strategic objective to ensure that all teams playing competitive football have access to a 

floodlit 3G AGP to train on at least once a week. To do this, FA calculations show that a 

full size 3G AGP (available for community use at peak times) is required for every 42 

teams, which will allow the required training and match play slots, as well as providing 

suitable supply at peak times (weekday evenings and weekends). 

 Using the demand data for the Borough, 111 teams have been identified as playing within 

North Warwickshire. Using the FA’s suggested ratio of 1:42, this demonstrates the need 

for 2.6 full sized 3G AGP’s, which it is suggested should be rounded up to 3 to allow for a 

small comfort factor.  

 Stage B data for the project identifies 1 existing full sized 3G AGP facility within the study 

area that is available and secured for community use. It is therefore recommended that 

additional facilities are sought, to satisfy the demand of both informal/unaffiliated football 

and for demand from clubs that are affiliated to the FA. 

 With this in mind, there is a deficit of 2 full sized 3G AGP’s across the study area. 

FUTURE SUPPLY AND DEMAND BALANCE – ARTIFICIAL GRASS PITCHES 

 To understand the projected level of demand for 3G AGP’s in NWBC across the lifetime 

of the project, the same ratio of 1:42 has been used, as well as the decrease of 3 teams 

identified in the TGR and latent demand calculations.  

 Using these updated parameters, it is projected that 3 full sized 3G AGP’s will be required 

to be accessible to the community by 2031 in North Warwickshire. Assuming that the 

existing facilities remain open and secured for community use, this will lead to a deficit of 

2 full sized pitches. 

MEETING THE CURRENT AND FUTURE DEMAND FOR 3G AGP FACILITIES ACROSS NORTH 
WARWICKSHIRE 

 To meet the 3G shortfall for both current and future AGP supply and demand, the likely 

solution will be a combination of new build and resurfacing sand-based pitches. A key 

consideration when identifying potential development sites is meeting the current and 

future demands for Hockey and identifying sites that are genuinely surplus to hockey 

requirement.  

 A key objective for the FA is to maximise the use of 3G pitches for competitive football 

match play. This will increase the quality of provision, reduce the number of cancellations 

and help to address future demand. Affordable pricing policy that includes match based 

charges in line with grass pitches should be a consideration.  

 When selecting the sites that are appropriate for 3G AGP development, sites should have 

the following characteristics; 

• Be available for significant use by local community clubs 

• Have good access and ancillary facilities to service the pitch(es) 
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• Be financially sustainable 

• Be able to be maximised for training and match play provision during peak 

time 

• Be well positioned to deliver wider football development programmes, 

including coach education and a recreational football offer, using spare off-

peak capacity to deliver this 

• Be able to explore shared projects with the Rugby Football Union (RFU) and 

school sites where infrastructure and vision align. 

 In terms of location, the Stage B analysis identified a high volume of affiliated formal 

football demand that does not currently have access at peak times to a full size 3G AGP 

facility. It is therefore important to increase the provision of 3G AGP facilities in the areas 

of no existing 3G AGP provision and in the areas of housing and population growth. 

 Atherstone and Polesworth were identified as potential areas for development of new 3G 

AGP provision, with Atherstone Sports Club and North Warwickshire Cricket Club as 

potential locations due to the existing established demand at these sites.    

 Strategic sites for Protection, Enhancement and Provision 

 Based on the evidence collated in the PPS for football pitch provision, it can be 

concluded that there are certain football facilities across the study area that are recorded 

as high value sites, for a number of reasons. 

 Table 3.12 provides a justification for how each of the sites, where football is currently 

available to the community, should be Protected, Enhanced or Provided for. Where it is 

recommended that a site is not required for community use football, this will also be 

explained in the table. 

 To confirm the sites that have spare capacity or a deficit, the site-by-site analysis in this 

section will provide a total balance per site to illustrate the sites that need investment 

either to improve the quality of pitches (and therefore carrying capacity), as well as the 

sites that need a greater number of grass pitches in order to satisfy demand. This will be 

shown in the ‘capacity for community use’ column. 

 It should be noted that where supply equals demand (a balance of +0, the colour coding 

of the site is taken from the capacity at the peak period. 
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Table 3.12: Site-by-site analysis for football sites in North Warwickshire  

Site Name Sub Area 
Pitch 

supply 
Community 
use on site 

Secured 
or 

Unsecured 
use 

Capacity 
for 

community 
use (peak 

time) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 

3M United 
Kingdom 
PLC 

Atherstone 
& 

Mancetter 

Youth 
11v11 

Available Unsecured 
Used at 

peak times 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by Atherstone Rangers FC and is currently used at peak 
times. 

E 

The football pitch is subject to drainage issues, as highlighted by the 
Club. Security of tenure for the Club should be explored in order to 
attract grant funding for improvement to the pitch drainage. No further 
enhancement has been identified as being required as part of this 
study 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 

Ansley 
Workshops 

Arley & 
Whitacre 

Adult Available Secured 
No 

recorded 
usage 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site has previously been used by local teams. However, the 
deterioration in pitch quality and presence of mole hills means the pitch 
is no longer fit for use. 

E 
It is recommended that the pitch at this site be reconfigured and 
maintained as cricket pitches only. No further enhancement has been 
identified as being required as part of this study. 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study. 

Arley Sports 
Centre 

Arley & 
Whitacre 

Youth 
9v9  

Available Secured 
No 

recorded 
usage 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site was previously used by Haunchwood Sports Junior Football Club, 
which were priced out of hiring the pitch in 2016. 

Mini 
7v7  

E 

Installation of a small-sided 3G AGP is planned at the Centre. Prices to 
hire the grass and artificial pitches at this site should be affordable to 
local clubs. It is recommended that discussions between Haunchmood 
Sports Junior FC and NWBC (site owners) take place to determine the 
Club’s appetite for an Asset Transfer of the site. No further 
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enhancement has been identified as being required as part of this 
study. 

Mini 
5v5 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study. 

Atherstone 
Sports Club 

Atherstone 
& 

Mancetter 

Youth 
11v11 

Available Secured 
Used at 

peak times 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by Atherstone Rangers FC and is currently used at peak 
times. 

Youth 
9v9  

E 

The changing provision at the site is not fit-for-purpose and requires 
extension. To enable for all demand to be accommodate on this site, 
support should be provided to the Club in its plan for redevelopment of 
its changing facilities and car park.  

  PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study. 

Atherstone 
Town 
Football Club 
Limited 

Atherstone 
& 

Mancetter 
Adult Available Secured 

Used at 
peak times 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by Atherstone Football Club (at peak times). 

E 

The Club require stadium improvements to satisfy the league 
regulations. It is recommended that the Club is supported in developing 
improved facilities either at its current site or at an alternative location. 
The Club should be encouraged to identify a financially sustainable 
scheme into which the Club would commit some of its own funding. 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study. 

Austrey 
Playing Field 

Newton 
Regis & 
Warton 

2 x 
Adult 

Available Secured 
Used at 

peak times 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. The 
site is used by several local adult football teams at peak times, as well 
as Tamworth Town Football Club’s junior teams (U14 to U18) on a 
weekly basis. The Club has a 25-year lease for use of the site, which is 
during periods of high demand at its Home Ground in Staffordshire. 

E 

There are drainage issues with the pitches, which is causing matches 
to be cancelled. It is recommended that artificial drainage be installed 
at this site to accommodate all community use. No further 
enhancement has been identified as being required as part of this 
study. 

PV 
The site is located within the path of the proposed HS2 route. As part 
of the overall development scheme for the HS2, it is recommended that 
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the pitches and associated facilities at this site be re-provided like-for-
like (or better) in terms of quality and quantity. No further provision has 
been identified as being required as part of this study. 

Baddesley 
Recreation 
Ground 

Baddesley 
& Grendon 

Adult 
Youth 
11v11 
Mini 
7v7  
Mini 
5v5 

Sand-
based 
AGP 

Available Secured 
Used at 

peak times 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by Dynamo Sports Bar and Top Score football clubs. The 
pitches are used by teams at peak times. 

E 

There is a lack of sufficient match day car parking at the site, which 
causes congestion on nearby roads. The changing facilities are dated 
and in a poor condition. It is recommended that improvements to car 
parking and changing facilities be improved at the site. No further 
enhancement has been identified as being required as part of this 
study. 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study. 

Birch 
Coppice 
Sports And 
Social Club 

Polesworth 
& Dordon 

Adult Available Secured 
Used at 

peak times 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by Belgrave & Amington Alliance FC and FC Winning Post. 

E 

The pitch is sloped and has areas of undulation, which poses a 
potential injury risk to players. The car park and changing facilities are 
dated and in need of refurbishment. It is recommended that the pitch is 
made safer for community use. No further enhancement has been 
identified as being required as part of this study. 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 

Bodymoor 
Heath (Aston 
Villa FC 
training 
ground and 
Academy) 

Curdworth, 
Hurley & 

Wood End 

3 x 
Adult 

1 x 3G 
AGP 

Unavailable Unsecured N/A 

PR 

Aston Villa Football Club has its training ground and Academy based at 
this site. The ground is used for training and also hosts the U23 squad 
and other age group matches. There is very limited wider community 
use of the training ground, pitches or other facilities at the site. 

E 

The presence of the professional football club in the Borough has 
limited significance for the local community. It is recommended that 
NWBC engage with the Club, to develop and implement existing 
community programmes, which would benefit the health and wellbeing 
of North Warwickshire’s residents. No further enhancement has been 
identified as being required as part of this study. 
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PV 

The ground will be impacted by the route of HS2, and it is understood 
that Aston Villa FC will wish to replace and relocate a number of its 
pitches (including artificial grass pitch) on land adjacent to the same 
site. It is recommended that the pitches and associated facilities at this 
site be re-provided like-for-like (or better) in terms of quality and 
quantity. No further provision has been identified as being required as 
part of this study. 

Boot Hill 
Baddesley 
& Grendon 

No 
marked 
pitches 

Available Unknown 
No 

recorded 
usage 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site has previously been used by local teams. However, the 
deterioration in pitch quality and presence of mole hills means the pitch 
is no longer fit for use.  

E 

To improve the condition of the pitch space, a financial contribution 
from a development at former Sparrowdale School site should be 
sought. It is recommended that an Adult pitch be marked and 
maintained, to help address the demand in the area. No further 
enhancement has been identified as being required as part of this 
study. 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 

Brett’s Hall 
Arley & 

Whitacre 

No 
marked 
pitches 

Available Unknown 
No 

recorded 
usage 

PR This site should be designated as Open Space in the Local Plan. 

E 
No enhancement has been identified as being required as part of this 
study.  

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study. 

Coleshill C of 
E Primary 
School 

Coleshill 
Mini 
7v7  

Available Unsecured 
No 

recorded 
usage 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. The 
pitch is not available for community use but is used by students of 
Coleshill C of E Primary School. 

E 
The is a surplus of Mini 7v7 pitches across the Borough and therefore it 
is recommended that no action by taken at this site. No enhancement 
has been identified as being required as part of this study. 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 
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Coleshill FC Coleshill 

Youth 
11v11 

Available Secured 
Used at 

peak times 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by Coleshill FC and all demand from the Club is 
accommodated by the AGP on the site. 

3G 
AGP 

E 
No enhancement has been identified as being required as part of this 
study 

  PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 

Corley 
Cricket Club 

Fillongley 
Mini 
7v7  

Available Secured 
Used at 

peak times 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by local mini soccer teams at peak times. 

E 
No enhancement has been identified as being required as part of this 
study. 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 

Dordon 
Community 
Primary 
School 

Polesworth 
& Dordon 

Mini 
7v7  

Not 
Available 

Unsecured 
No 

recorded 
usage 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. The 
pitch is not available for community use but is used by students of 
Dordon Community Primary School. 

E 
No enhancement has been identified as being required as part of this 
study 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 

Gun Hill 
Playing 
Fields 

Arley & 
Whitacre 

2 x 
Adult 

Available Secured 
No 

recorded 
usage 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. There 
is no recorded usage of pitches by local clubs. 

E 

There are issues of pitch quality, particularly in goalmouth areas, as 
well as an undulating playing surface and rabbit holes posing a risk of 
injury to players. The site is open to the public and so has issues with 
dog fowling and littering. There is also a lack of car parking at the site. 
It is recommended that the two adult pitches at this site no longer be 
marked and maintained as playing pitches. It is recommended that the 
pitches at this site be reconfigured and maintained as a Youth or Mini 
Soccer pitches. This would help address the deficit of Youth and Mini 
Soccer pitches at peak times in the Borough, particularly large clubs 
that have identified latent demand. It is recommended that discussions 
between Haunchwood Sports Junior FC and NWBC (site owners) take 
place to determine the Club’s appetite for an Asset Transfer of the site. 
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No further enhancement has been identified as being required as part 
of this study. 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 

Hams Hall 
pitches / 
Coleshill 
Town Colts 
Football Club 

Curdworth, 
Hurley & 

Wood End 

Youth 
11v11 

Available Secured 
Used at 

peak times 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by Troopers FC and Coleshill Town Colts FC at peak 
times. 

2 x 
Mini 
7v7 

E 
No enhancement has been identified as being required as part of this 
study. 

  PV 

The Colts FC is planning to install and Mini 5v5 pitch and should be 
supported in this as the Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End Sub Area has 
a deficit in Mini 5v5 pitches. No further provision has been identified as 
being required as part of this study. 

Hartshill 
School 

Hartshill 

2 x 
Youth 
11v11 

Available Unsecured 
Used at 

peak times 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by students of Hartshill School and teams of Hartshill 
Sports Club. 

  E 

There are drainage issues with the pitches, which is causing matches 
to be cancelled. It is recommended that artificial drainage be installed 
at this site to accommodate school and wider community use of this 
site. The Hartshill Sub Area supply of Youth 11v11 pitches is meeting 
demand at peak times, providing the pitches at Hartshill School are 
retained. No further enhancement has been identified as being 
required as part of this study 

  PV 
No further provision has been identified as being required as part of 
this study. 

Hurley Daw 
Mill 

Adult Available Secured 
Used at 

peak times 
PR 

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by Hurley Kings FC and Hurley United FC. 
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Curdworth, 
Hurley & 

Wood End 

Youth 
9v9  

E 

In 2015, the facilities at this site were enhanced. The existing grass 
pitches were drained and re-laid, and a new mini soccer pitch and 
changing pavilion were developed. Hurley Kings FC were awarded 
grant funding to improve the pitch and changing facilities at this site. No 
further enhancement has been identified as being required as part of 
this study. 

Mini 
7v7  

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study. 

Keresley 
RFC 

Fillongley Adult Available Secured 
Used at 

peak times 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. The 
football pitch is used regularly as an “overflow” pitch for Hurley Kings 
FC, and numerous other clubs when home ground pitches are 
unplayable due to poor weather. 

E 
No enhancement has been identified as being required as part of this 
study. 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study. 

King George 
V Playing 
Fields 

Curdworth, 
Hurley & 

Wood End 
Adult Available Secured 

No 
recorded 

usage 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. There 
is no usage of this site recorded as part of this study, however there is 
a deficit of Mini 5v5 pitches in the Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End Sub 
Area. 

E 

It is recommended that this adult pitch be reconfigured and maintained 
as Mini 5v5 pitches, to help address the deficit of Mini Soccer pitches in 
the area identified by TGRs and projected population rates for the 
Borough. No further enhancement has been identified as being 
required as part of this study. 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study. 

Kingsbury 
School - 
Specialist 
Science and 
Maths 
College 

Kingsbury 

Youth 
11v11 

Available Secured 
Used at 

peak times 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by Dothill Colts FC and Kingsbury Aztecs FC at peak 
times. 

Youth 
9v9  

E 
The changing rooms are very outdated and in need of refurbishment. 
However, grant funding is required. No enhancement has been 
identified as being required as part of this study 
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Mini 
7v7  

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 

Kitwood 
Recreation 
Ground 

Polesworth 
& Dordon 

No 
marked 
pitches 

Available Unknown 
No 

recorded 
usage 

PR 
This site should be protected as Open Space in the Local Plan. There 
was no demand recorded for this site and a surplus of pitches in the 
Coleshill Sub Area has been identified.  

E 
It is recommended that this site be redesignated as Open Space. No 
further enhancement has been identified as being required as part of 
this study. 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 

Mancetter 
Recreation 
Ground 

Atherstone 
& 

Mancetter 
Adult Available Secured 

Used at 
peak times 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by Atherstone Barcode FC at peak times. There is an 
additional adult pitch located at the site, which is unused due to a lack 
of demand in the area for adult football.  

E 

It is recommended that the unused pitch at this site be reconfigured as 
a Youth football pitch. There is demand from Atherstone Rangers FC, 
for a pitch to accommodate more Youth teams – the Club currently 
uses numerous sites in the area, but is predominately located in the 
Atherstone & Mancetter Sub Area. No further enhancement has been 
identified as being required as part of this study. 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 

Memorial 
Park 

Coleshill 
No 

pitches 
marked 

Available Secured 
No 

recorded 
usage 

PR 
This site should be protected as Open Space in the Local Plan. There 
was no demand recorded for this site and a surplus of pitches in the 
Coleshill Sub Area has been identified.  

E 
It is recommended that this site be redesignated as Open Space. No 
further enhancement has been identified as being required as part of 
this study. 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 
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Michael 
Drayton 
Junior School 

Hartshill 
2 x 
Mini 
7v7  

Available Secured 
No 

recorded 
usage 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by students of Michael Drayton Junior School. 

E 

The Council receives requests from Hartshill FC for use of an 
additional pitch on an occasional basis. It is recommended that the 
School is supported in offering community access during peak times to 
Hartshill FC. 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study. 

Birchmoor 
Recreation 
Ground 

Polesworth 
& Dordon 

Adult Available Secured 
Used at 

peak times 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by Birchmoor Sunday FC at peak times. 

E 
No enhancement has been identified as being required as part of this 
study. 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study. 

North 
Warwickshire 
Cricket Club 

Polesworth 
& Dordon 

Youth 
9v9  

Available Secured 
Used at 

peak times 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used at peak times by Dothill Colts FC, North Warwick Athletic 
FC, North Warwick Vets FC, Polesworth Juniors FC and Warwick 
Miners FC. 

Mini 
7v7  

E 

The changing facilities are in need of refurbishment and the car park in 
need of resurfacing. The Club would like to fence the site to enhance 
the security of the site. It is recommended that the Club is supported in 
its plans as this site has extensive community use. 

Mini 
5v5 

PV 

The Club has expressed desire to install a 3G AGP on the site, as well 
as appropriate changing facilities for Women's football. It is 
recommended that a detailed feasibility study and options appraisal is 
undertaken to determine the suitability of this site as one of the 
possible locations for new AGP provision within the study area. No 
further provision has been identified as being required as part of this 
study. 

Arley & 
Whitacre 

Mini 
7v7  

Available Unsecured PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. The 
pitch is used by students of Nursery Hill Primary School. 
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Nursery Hill 
Primary 
School 

No 
recorded 

usage 

E 
No enhancement has been identified as being required as part of this 
study 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 

Outwoods 
Primary 
School 

Atherstone 
& 

Mancetter 

Mini 
7v7  

Available Secured 
Used at 

peak times 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by students of Outwoods Primary School and Atherstone 
Rangers FC at peak times. 

3G 
AGP 

(small-
sided) 

E 

The School is planning to improve access to changing provision for the 
wider community. The School should be supported in this to increase 
community use of the site. No further enhancement has been identified 
as being required as part of this study. 

  PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 

Piccadilly 
Sports 
Ground 

Curdworth, 
Hurley & 

Wood End 

Adult 

Available Secured 
Used at 

peak times 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by Studio FC, Tamworth Ladies FC and Wood End Sports 
FC at peak times. 

Youth 
11v11 

E 

It is recommended that discussions between Kingsbury Aztecs FC and 
NWBC (site owners) take place to determine the Club’s appetite for an 
Asset Transfer of the site. Issues regarding the management of the 
Pavilion should also be investigated. No further enhancement has been 
identified as being required as part of this study. 

  PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 

Polesworth 
School 

Polesworth 
& Dordon 

2 x 
Youth 
11v11 

Available Unsecured 
No 

recorded 
usage 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by students of Polesworth School. 

Mini 
7v7  

E 

The pitches often become water-logged due to a lack of artificial 
drainage at the site. The changing facilities are of poor quality and in 
need of refurbishment. There is an under-supply of Youth 11v11 
pitches in the Polesworth & Dorton Sub Area. Support should be 
provided to the School in improving the pitch and ancillary facilities in 
order to attract wider community use of the site. 

 PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 
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Queen 
Elizabeth 
School and 
Sports 
College 

Atherstone 
& 

Mancetter 

Youth 
11v11 

Available Secured 
Used at 

peak times 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by Atherstone Rangers FC at peak times. This site has a 
full-size sand-based AGP that is utilised by local clubs for training. 

Youth 
9v9  

E 

Although the pitches at the site satisfied the criteria to achieve a 
Standard rating it should be noted that they achieved the minimum 
score to satisfy this rating (50%). Therefore improvement to the quality 
of the grass pitches, and improved maintenance works, are 
recommended.  
No further enhancement has been identified as being required as part 
of this study. 

Mini 
7v7  

Mini 
5v5 

PV 
There is additional space available at the site and it is recommended 
that a detailed feasibility study is undertaken to determine adequate 
utilisation of this. 

Sand-
based 
AGP 

Racemeadow 
Primary 
Academy 

Atherstone 
& 

Mancetter 

Mini 
7v7  

Not 
Available 

Unsecured 
No 

recorded 
usage 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. The 
pitch is not available for community use but is used by students of 
Racemeadow Primary School. 

E 
No enhancement has been identified as being required as part of this 
study 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 

Station Road 
Recreation 
Ground 

Polesworth 

2 x 
Adult 

Available Secured 
No 

recorded 
usage 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. 
There was no demand for adult football recorded on the site. 

Mini 
7v7  

E 

It is recommended that the pitches be reconfigured and maintained as 
Youth or Mini Soccer pitches, to would help address the deficit of 
Youth/Mini Soccer pitches at peak times in the area. 
Although the pitches at the site satisfied the criteria to achieve a 
Standard rating it should be noted that they achieved the minimum 
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score to satisfy this rating (51%), therefore improved maintenance 
works are recommended. 
No further enhancement has been identified as being required as part 
of this study. 

Mini 
5v5 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 

Ridge Lane 
Atherstone 

& 
Mancetter 

Adult Available Secured 
Used at 

peak times 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by Ridge Lane FC at peak times. 

E 

The pitch and changing facilities are of poor quality and in need of 
improvement. It is recommended that a long-term lease be agreed 
between the Council and the Club. This would allow the Club to apply 
for grant funding for improvements to the facilities, in which the Club 
should be supported. No further enhancement has been identified as 
being required as part of this study. 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 

Snowhill 
Recreation 
Ground 

Hartshill 

Adult 

Available Secured 
Used at 

peak times 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site was redeveloped in 2012 and offers high standard facilities that are 
used by local teams. 

Youth 
9v9  

E 
No enhancement has been identified as being required as part of this 
study 

  PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 

Sycamore 
Road 

Kingsbury Adult Available Secured 
Used at 

peak times 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by Kingsbury FC and Royal Oak Kingsbury FC at peak 
times. 

E 
There are no changing facilities or car parking at the site. It is 
recommended that ancillary facilities be developed at the site to 
support the community use of the football pitch.  

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 

The Coleshill 
School 

Coleshill 
Youth 
11v11 

Available Secured PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by students of The Coleshill School. 
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2 X 
Mini 
5v5 

No 
recorded 

usage 

E 
No enhancement has been identified as being required as part of this 
study 

  PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study 

Vicarage 
Lane Playing 
Field 

Water 
Orton 

Adult Available Secured 
Used at 

peak times 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This 
site is used by Water Orton United FC at peak times. 

E 

There is a lack of storage space and limited car parking spaces. It is 
recommended that the Club be supported in its plans to extend these 
provisions. No further enhancement has been identified as being 
required as part of this study. 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study. 

Warton 
Recreation 
Ground 

Newton 
Regis & 
Warton 

Adult Available Secured 
Used at 

peak times 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. The 
site is used by Warton FC at peak times. 

E 
The maintenance of the grass pitch should be improved. No further 
enhancement has been identified as being required as part of this 
study. 

PV No provision has been identified as being required as part of this study. 
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 Football Summary 

 This section summarises the findings from the football analysis, which will form the basis 

of the recommendation and action plan section for North Warwickshire. 

 Table 3.12 includes the response to 5 key questions, which are asked for all PPS studies 

across the UK, in order to provide a standardised illustration of supply and demand for 

sports provision.  

Table 3.12 – Key PPS findings for football in North Warwickshire 

Key Question Football Analysis 

What are the 
main 
characteristics of 
the current supply 
and demand for 
provision? 

The quality of football provision across the local authority is good and 
holds a large number of teams across many demographics. The 
level of demand has also stayed at a relatively consistent level, 
however using an example of clubs such as Atherstone Rangers FC, 
the lack of centralized venues is hindering club progression 
significantly. 

Is there enough 
accessible and 
secured 
community use 
provision to meet 
current demand 

The data currently illustrates that there is currently a small under-
supply for grass pitches across the Local Authority, at both 9v9 and 
Mini 5v5 during peak times. However, this is not the case across all 
pitches, as many are over capacity and also cannot secure 
community use. There is a deficit of 3G AGP provision in the area, 
with only one pitch supplying the entire study area. 

Is the provision 
that is accessible 
of sufficient 
quality and 
appropriately 
maintained? 

Several clubs have identified issues with ancillary facilities and 
require significant rebuild and renovation work. There are also a 
further number of teams, such as Hurley Kings FC and Atherstone 
Rangers FC, who have also suggested that a deficit of pitches 
hinders the club’s progression. The creation of centralised venues 
should be sought to address latent demand. 

What are the 
main 
characteristics of 
the future supply 
and demand for 
provision 

The most significant projected growth in population is found in senior 
men between the ages of 19-45 years of age. This is particularly 
prominent in Poleworth & Dordon and Baddesley and Grendon sub 
areas. The existing arrangement is likely to meet the need of 
residents however, as there would only be a demand for a further 3 
teams across all age groups in the Borough by 2031. 

Is there enough 
accessible and 
secured 
community use 
provision to meet 
future demand 

If population grows due to the FA actively changing latent demand to 
actual demand, through increased affiliated football demand within 
the next 1 – 3 years, then the study area would see a need for 23 
new teams to be formed. Contributed strongly by Kingsbury Sub 
Area with 7 teams. Consequently, there may be a lack of secured 
provision, despite the 115.5 over supply in 2017, particularly 
regarding AGPs. 
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 CRICKET ANALYSIS 

 Introduction and Strategic Context  

 In order to understand the overall objectives and priorities of the ECB, an analysis of key 

recent strategies and documentation has been undertaken and summarised below.  

CRICKET UNLEASHED (2016) 

 The ECB published its new strategic plan in 2015. One of the core aims of the strategy is 

to create more players, more teams and inspired fans guided by good governance and 

strong financial operations. The goal of Cricket unleashed is to make the game more 

accessible and inspire the next generation of players, coaches, officials and volunteers. 

 The ECB are looking to work with Local Authorities to develop fit-for-purpose facility and 

participation plans that will engage with local residents and ensure residents are provided 

with the right facilities to help them play the game. 

 It is key that this Playing Pitch Strategy recognises the opportunity made available by 

Cricket Unleashed and provides a framework that allows stakeholders to work together 

and deliver against the key objectives of ‘more play’, ‘great teams’ and ‘inspired fans’. It’s 

also vital that any facility development for cricket takes the objectives of the strategy into 

consideration, namely the growth of entry level cricket, women and girls’ cricket, T20 and 

engagement of previously hard-to-reach demographics groups. 

GROUNDS TO PLAY – ENGLAND AND WALES CRICKET BOARD STRATEGIC PLAN (2010 – 
2013) 

 The ECB published its strategic plan in 2010. One of the core aims of the strategy is to 

enhance facilities, environments and participation. The ECB is prioritising the expansion 

of indoor cricket facilities, better use of school facilities and establishing better school-

club links in order to position cricket at the heart of the community. This strategy was 

followed by the National Club Strategy (2012). 

NATIONAL CLUB STRATEGY (2012) 

 The ECB’s National Club Strategy was developed from its Strategic Plan. It focuses on 

promoting the sustainability of clubs and their facilities.  The ECB aims to develop 

accessible, high quality and innovative facilities which inspire the nation to choose cricket, 

and create a culture of sustainable development which will leave a legacy for generations 

to come.  
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PROGRAMMES, INITIATIVES AND FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES   

 The ECB is looking to provide appropriate provision and club support to clubs that attract 

a wide demographic of participants. This includes teams that consist of BME players, 

which tend to play informally on public parks and as such is in line with cross-sport trends 

that suggest players are looking for informal, flexible participation opportunities rather 

than regular, time consuming match play.  

 Supply 

QUANTITY OVERVIEW  

 Table 4.1 below presents the data collected on cricket pitch supply in North 

Warwickshire. Technical Appendix B – Cricket Analysis presents a detailed audit of all 

pitches across the study area including carrying capacity and supply and demand 

balance. Map 4.1 below also shows the supply of cricket pitches across the study area. 

Table 4.1 – Supply of cricket pitches in North Warwickshire 

Site Name 
Wickets 
(grass) 

Wickets 
(artificial) 

Sub-Area 

Ansley Workshops 10 1 Arley & Whitacre 

Atherstone Sports Club 11 1 Atherstone & Mancetter 

Corley Cricket Club 8 1 Fillongley 

Memorial Park 10 0 Coleshill 

Nether Whitacre Cricket 
Club 

8 0 Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End 

Newton Recreation Ground 5 1 Newton Regis & Warton 

Pak Shaheen Cricket Club 8 0 Fillongley 

Spartan Unity Association 
Grounds 

18 1 Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End 

The Parks 9 0 Fillongley 

Water Orton Cricket Club 9 0 Water Orton 

Wishaw Cricket Club 8 0 Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End 

 Map 4.1 illustrates that there are three cricket sites located in the Curdworth, Hurley & 

Wood End South Sub Area, which is the largest number in any Sub Area - equating to a 

30% of the grass wicket share. This includes the largest cricket provision in the Borough; 

two cricket pitches (18 grass wickets) at Spartan Unity Association Grounds. There are 

also three cricket sites in the Fillongley Sub Area, which equates to 22% of the wicket 

share across the Borough. 

 There are no grass or artificial wickets located in the sub areas of Baddesley & Grendon, 

Hartshill and Kingsbury. The remaining sub areas have one cricket site in each, these are 

Arley and Whitacre, Atherstone & Mancetter, Colleshill, Newton Regis & Warton and 

Water Orton sub areas.  

 

 



                                   
   
  North Warwickshire Playing Pitch Strategy 

 40 

Map 4.1 – Cricket Sites in North Warwickshire  

 

 There is no community use of the cricket pitch at North Warwickshire CC. The Club 

disbanded in early 2017 due to difficulties in securing access to the pitches at the site, 

which is owned by CISWO. The majority of teams previously playing at the site have 

relocated to Wishaw Cricket Club. 
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TENURE AND MANAGEMENT 

 Table 4.2 overleaf illustrates that ownership of cricket sites is dominated by club and 

private owners, which means that individual clubs have a higher responsibility in the 

maintenance and management of facilities. 

Table 4.2 – Ownership breakdown for Cricket in North Warwickshire 

Type of ownership Ownership Management 

Charity 0 1 

Club 5 9 

Club and Town 
Council 

0 1 

Council 1 0 

Parish Council 1 1 

Private 3 0 

Town Council 1 0 

Trust 1 0 

Charity 0 1 

 Table 4.3 provides a breakdown of the community use of cricket sites in North 

Warwickshire; all of which have secured community use.  

Table 4.3 – Cricket Site Breakdown of Security of Community Use 

Playing Pitch Sites 
Community 

Use 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
Ownership 

Ansley Workshops Available Secured Council 

Atherstone Sports Club Available Secured Trust 

Corley Cricket Club Available Secured Club 

Memorial Park Available Secured 
Town 

Council 

Nether Whitacre Cricket Club Available Secured Club 

Newton Recreation Ground Available Secured 
Parish 
Council 

Pak Shaheen Cricket Club Available Secured Private 

Spartan Unity Association 
Grounds 

Available Secured Club 

The Parks Available Secured Private 

Water Orton Cricket Club Available Secured Club 

Wishaw Cricket Club Available Secured Private 
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QUALITY ASSESSMENT  

 Each site was visited and assessed by the 4 global research team (in August 2016) using 

a non-technical assessment framework provided by the ECB. The assessment considers 

the quality of playing surface, the quality of changing rooms and the score of their 

maintenance regime when compared to ECB recommendations. In addition to the site 

visits, the club consultation was used to validate the quality ratings. Each site is rated as 

GOOD, STANDARD or POOR. 

 Table 4.4 summarises the quality assessment results. Full details of the subsequent 

carrying capacity allocations of each site by pitch type can be found in Technical 

Appendix B – Cricket Analysis. The majority of pitches (69%) were rated as STANDARD 

quality facilities. Ansley Workshops was the only POOR quality rated site in the study 

area. 

Table 4.4 – Summary of cricket pitch scoring in North Warwickshire 

Rating Good Standard Poor 

Number of pitches 3 9 1 

 The three sites scoring GOOD quality ratings are summarised below: 

• Atherstone Sports Club is owned by Ratcliffe Road Sports Trust and 

the cricket facilities are maintained by Atherstone Town Cricket Club. 

The outfield and grass wicket of the cricket pitch both scored 100% 

quality scores in the non-technical site assessment. The artificial 

wicket and changing facilities are also of a good quality, scoring 86% 

and 80% respectively. However, the size of the changing provision 

does not meet the needs of the Club because of high demand from a 

number of teams playing at the site. Overall, the site scored 91% and 

is therefore the highest scoring site for cricket in the Borough. 

• Memorial Park is the home ground of Coleshill Cricket Club, which 

leases the facilities from Coleshill Town Council. The Club manages 

and maintains part of the ancillary facilities and the grass area of the 

site in which the cricket pitch is situated. The Club recently received 

grant funding to improve its changing rooms and showers, which are 

now of a high quality (92% quality score). The cricket pitch has a good 

quality outfield (93%) and the grass wickets are of an excellent quality 

(100%). 

• Water Orton Cricket Club is club-owned and managed, including the 

maintenance of the cricket pitch outfield (93% quality score) and grass 

wicket (100%), which are highly rated facilities. The changing facilities 

are also of a good standard (92% quality score), however the non-turf 

practice nets are in a poor condition (50%), which brings the overall 

site score down to 84% - the lower end of the GOOD quality scale. 
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 Map 4.2 overleaf illustrates that the majority (nine sites) of the cricket provision in North 

Warwickshire is of STANDARD quality. This includes the six cricket sites in Curdworth, 

Hurley & Wood End South Sub Area and Fillongley Sub Area. Sites owned by Borough, 

Town and Parish Councils are rated at GOOD (Memorial Park), STANDARD (Newton 

Recreation Ground) and POOR (Ansley Workshops). 

Map 4.2 – Cricket Sites in North Warwickshire  
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 Demand 

CLUB AND TEAM PROFILE  

 Through the demand consultations, 11 clubs have been identified as playing in North 

Warwickshire. The clubs with the largest number of teams in North Warwickshire are 

Corley CC (20 teams), Water Orton CC (18 teams), Wishaw CC (14 teams), Atherstone 

Town CC (12 teams) and Pak Shaheen CC (12 teams). There are an additional 51 teams 

across six clubs that comprise the 113 teams, in total, identified as playing in North 

Warwickshire.  

 Table 4.5 below shows team numbers of each club in the study area. Details of the clubs 

that responded to 4 global requests for information are shown in Technical Appendix B – 

Cricket Analysis. Online research for non-responding cricket clubs was used. 

Table 4.5 – Cricket club profiles. Source: PPS club consultations and online research 

Club Sub Area 

No. of competitive teams 

Total Senior 
men 

Senior 
women 

Juniors 

Aston Unity Cricket Club* 
Curdworth, 
Hurley & Wood 
End 

5 0 3 8 

Ansley Sports Cricket Club Arley & Whitacre 1 0 0 1 

Atherstone Town Cricket Club 
Atherstone & 
Mancetter 

4 0 8 12 

Austrey and Newton Regis 
Junior Cricket Club* 

Newton Regis & 
Warton 

0 0 6 6 

Coleshill Cricket Club Coleshill 3 0 3 6 

Corley Cricket Club Fillongley 7 0 13 20 

Fillongley Cricket Club* Fillongley 5 0 1 6 

Nether Whitacre Cricket Club* 
Curdworth, 
Hurley & Wood 
End 

6 0 4 10 

Pak Shaheen Cricket Club* Fillongley 7 0 5 12 

Wishaw Cricket Club* 
Curdworth, 
Hurley & Wood 
End 

8 0 6 14 

Water Orton Cricket Club* Water Orton 9 0 9 18 

North Warwickshire 55 0 58 113 

 
* Failed to respond to 4 global’s survey. Team information obtained from club’s website 
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 To further understand the demand for cricket in the study area, the following detailed 

consultations provide further clarity on the priorities and issues of largest clubs that 

responded to requests for information. 

Table 4.6 – Major club cricket consultations in North Warwickshire 

Club Consultation Summary 

Corley 
Cricket Club 

The Club has a current total of 20 teams; seven Men’s and 13 Junior sides. The 
Club has seen an increase in the number of members over the past three years. 
An additional Men’s Saturday 3rd team has been established in addition to Junior 
teams at Under 8, 9 and 19 age groups, which have formed new teams in the 
recent past. The Club has also successfully set-up informal cricket sessions – 
‘Little Batters’ – for Under 4’s to 7’s, introducing over 60 children to the sport. The 
Club plans to increase the number of teams associated with the Club, with one 
additional Men’s team and two Junior teams in the near future. 
 
The Club is planning to build a new two storey pavilion at the site within the next 5 
years. The current pavilion has poor structural integrity (for example, a leaking 
roof), which needs remedying, as well as the net facilities that are in a poor 
condition. The Club also expressed the need for a second cricket pitch at the site 
in order to accommodate its Junior teams. 

Atherstone 
Town 
Cricket Club 

The Club has a long-term lease for the site from site-owners Radcliffe Road 
Sports Trust. The Club has 12 teams, four of which are adult teams playing on 
Saturdays and Sundays. There are eight junior teams (U9 to U16 age groups) 
that play mid-week fixtures at the site. All teams train for two hours on various 
mid-week evenings, utilising the non-turf and grass wickets at the site. The Club 
expressed satisfaction with the quality of the pitch and facilities on the site, but 
has been having ongoing discussions to develop additional sports provision on 
Council-owned land adjacent to the site. 

Coleshill 
Cricket Club 

There are three Adult teams and three Junior teams at the Club, which is based at 
Memorial Park. The number of teams at the Club has remained the same over the 
last three years, however an additional junior team is expected to be formed in the 
near future. The site is owned by Coleshill Town Council and the Club has a 25 
lease for the cricket pitch, which the Club maintain to a good standard.  

 

CURRENT, FUTURE AND LATENT DEMAND  

 In order to calculate the future demand for cricket in the study area, a Team Generation 

Rate6 has been calculated using the current number of teams and the current population. 

This measure allows us to calculate what size of population (for various age groups) will 

typically cause enough demand for a cricket team.  

 This TGR can now be applied to the population projections for the study area to confirm 

how population growth or reduction will affect the demand for teams in each of the key 

age groups.  

 The impact of population projections on the need for cricket provision has been divided 

into age groups – adult men and women, and junior boys and girls - are displayed as 

such below.  

                                                      
6 The Team Generation Rate calculation uses the current number of teams and the current 
population to calculate a proxy measure of the number of total residents per relevant sports team. 
This measure is therefore applied to the projected population (depending on the length of the 
strategy) to predict how many additional teams will be required in order to satisfy the demand from 
the ‘new’ population. 
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 There is a total of 1.7 adult cricket teams required to meet future demand in North 

Warwickshire. The areas in which demand is highest are located in Curdworth, Hurley & 

Wood End (1 team), and Atherstone & Mancetter (0.5 teams) sub areas.  

Table 4.7: North Warwickshire Adult (18-55) - Impact of population projections on the need 
for cricket provision (Team Generation Rates) by Sub Area 

Sub Area 

Current 
popn. 
Within 

age 
group 

Current 
no. of 
teams 

TGR 

Future 
(2031) 
popn. 
within 

age 
group 

Predicted 
future no. 
of teams 

Additional 
teams 

required 
for 

increased 
popn. 

Arley & Whitacre  1,252  1 0.001 1,577 1.25 0.25 

Atherstone & 
Mancetter 

 3,039  4 0.001 3,379 4.5 0.5 

Baddesley & 
Grendon 

 1,128  0 0.000 1,889 0 0.00 

Coleshill  1,681  3 0.002 1,705 3.05 0.05 

Curdworth, Hurley 
& Wood End 

 1,538  19 0.010 1,616 20 1 

Fillongley  717  19 0.026 710 19 0 

Hartshill  718  0 0.000 913 0 0.00 

Kingsbury  551  0 0.000 561 0 0.00 

Newton Regis & 
Warton 

 786  0 0.000 1,475 0 0.00 

Polesworth & 
Dordon 

 2,386  0 0.001 3,453 0 0.00 

Water Orton  745  9 0.012 761 9 0.00 

North 
Warwickshire 

 14,540  55.00 0.053 18,039 56.8 1.8 

 

 The population projections for adults aged 18 to 55 years old is predicted to increase by 

3,499 between 2017 and 2031, which increases demand for 1.8 adult cricket teams.  

 In comparison, the population projections for juniors aged 11 to 17 years old in North 

Warwickshire is expected to increase by only 416 between 2017 to 2031. Therefore, 

junior cricket demand is forecast to increase by an overall total of 2.5 junior cricket teams. 

However, the following sub-areas are showing a minor decrease in demand; Coleshill, 

Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End, Fillongley and Water Orton.  
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Table 4.8: North Warwickshire – junior (11 to 15  yrs old): boys and girls only - Impact of 
population projections on the need for cricket provision (Team Generation Rates) by Sub 
Area 

Sub Area 

Current 
popn. 
Within 

age 
group 

Current 
no. of 
teams 

TGR 

Future 
(2031) 
popn. 
within 

age 
group 

Predicted 
future no. 
of teams 

Additional 
teams 

required 
for 

increased 
popn. 

Arley & Whitacre 227 0 0.00 268 0 0 

Atherstone & 
Mancetter 

459 8 0.01 475 8.25 0.25 

Baddesley & 
Grendon 

173 0 0.00 272 0 0 

Coleshill 265 3 0.01 250 2.8 -0.2 

Curdworth, Hurley 
& Wood End 

234 10 0.01 229 9.7 -0.3 

Fillongley 153 19 0.07 142 17.5 -1.5 

Hartshill 74 0 0.00 126 0 0 

Kingsbury 87 0 0.00 83 0 0 

Newton Regis & 
Warton 

133 6 0.02 234 10.5 4.5 

Polesworth & 
Dordon 

431 0 0.00 583 0 0 

Water Orton 105 9 0.04 101 8.6 -0.4 

North 
Warwickshire 

2347 55 0.01 2,763 57.5 2.5 

 

 In summary, using TGR calculations to make a high level analysis, Fillongley Sub Area 

has the greatest number of adult and junior teams based in any of the sub areas, yet the 

population is projected to decrease in this area by 2031. The detailed analysis of Team 

Generation Rates can be seen in Technical Appendix - PPS TGR Calculations.  

 It is important to note that these calculations also assume that clubs, the Council and the 

ECB do not improve their marketing or participation schemes over the period and are 

therefore no more successful than they are now in attracting new players to participate in 

cricket in North Warwickshire. In reality, it is expected that there will be improved 

channels of digital communication and improved maintenance technology, as well as 

higher quality ancillary provision. The output of this will be a higher quality and an 

improved ability to generate demand and convert it into participation. 

 Capacity Analysis for Cricket in North Warwickshire  

 Using the supply of the cricket sites and the current level of demand, the overall capacity 

of each of the sites has been calculated. 
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 Table 4.9 below shows the total supply and demand balance for cricket pitches in North 

Warwickshire, taking into consideration the use of artificial pitches for matches, which 

occurs in North Warwickshire. Table 4.9 also shows the balance when it is assumed that 

non-turf pitches are not used for matches at any age groups. It is likely that in reality, a 

small number of clubs such as those with larger junior sections, will use the non-turf 

pitches for a small proportion of their matches.  

 To assess the availability of cricket facilities at peak times, it has been assumed that the 

period of highest demand for cricket matches is on a Saturday afternoon for adults and 

Saturday or Sunday mornings for juniors. The capacity analysis below takes account of 

peak period usage. 

Table 4.9 – Overall Cricket balance figures for North Warwickshire 

Scenario Name Notes 

Capacity – 
grass/non-

turf 
pitches 

Community use 
demand (matches + 

training in match 
equivalents) 

Balance 
(Supply 
minus 

demand) 
Adult Junior 

1. All secured 
sites; grass 
wickets only 

This includes all secured 
sites as identified in Table 

4.3 and measures 
capacity using 5 matches 

per grass wicket per 
season 

580 513 356 -289 

2. All secured 
sites; grass 
wickets FUTURE 
analysis 

As above, but including 
the projected growth in 

demand, as per Table 4.7 
and 4.8 

580 530.5 373.25 -323.75 

3. All secured 
site; grass and 
non-turf pitches 

As above, but including 
non-turf pitches, with an 
assumed capacity of 60 

matches per season 

880 513 356 11 

4. All secured 
site; grass and 
non-turf pitches 
FUTURE analysis 

Includes all cricket sites – 
grass and non-turf 

wickets, and projected 
growth in demand, as per 

Table 4.7 and 4.8 

880 530.5 373.25 -23.75 

 

 Table 4.9 shows that grass cricket pitches in North Warwickshire are over-capacity both 

in 2017 and 2031. When considering grass and non-turf (artificial) pitches together, 

cricket provision in North Warwickshire is currently nearing capacity and is expected to be 

under-capacity by 23.75 matches per season by 2031. 

 Capacity Analysis 

 The following section contains the summary capacity analysis for cricket in North 

Warwickshire, as well as for a number of relevant summaries, as requested by the ECB 

and the Sport England 2013 Playing Pitch Guidance. The scenario testing has divided 

into the following sections: 

• secured grass wickets with current demand 
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• secured grass wickets with future demand based on TGRs 

• secured grass and non-turf (artificial) wickets with current demand 

• secured grass and non-turf (artificial) wickets with future demand based on 

TGRs. 

 Table 4.10 below includes all secured sites as identified in Table 4.3 and measures 

capacity using 5 matches per grass wicket per season. It shows an overall deficit of 289 

match equivalents when current demand is applied to currently secured supply. 

 Coleshill and Arley & Whitacre sub areas are the only sub areas in the study area to not 

be over-capacity. In Coleshill Sub Area (Coleshill Cricket Club), the current supply of 

grass pitches meets demand and therefore the pitch at capacity. Ansley Workshops in 

Arley and Whitacre Sub Area is under capacity for community cricket. 

Table 4.10: North Warwickshire by Sub Area - Summary capacity analysis for grass wickets 

Sub Area 
No. of 
clubs 

Capacity 
– grass 
pitches 

Community use 
demand (matches 
+ training in match 

equivalents) 

Balance 
(Supply 
minus 

demand) 
Adult Junior 

Arley & Whitacre 1 110 20 0 90 

Atherstone & Mancetter 1 55 38 48 -31 

Baddesley & Grendon 0 0 0 0 0 

Coleshill 1 50 35 15 0 

Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End 3 170 230 78 -138 

Fillongley 3 125 100 85 -60 

Hartshill 0 0 0 0 0 

Kingsbury 0 0 0 0 0 

Newton Regis & Warton 1 25 0 40 -15 

Polesworth & Dordon 0 0 0 0 0 

Water Orton 1 45 90 90 -135 

North Warwickshire 12 580 513 356 -289 

 The Ansley Workshop site has a playing capacity of 110 match equivalents for grass 

wickets and demand from Ansley Sports Club and Corley CC, each with one senior team 

playing at the site. The current overall balance of grass cricket wicket supply minus 

current demand results in a deficit of 289 match equivalents across North Warwickshire.  
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 Table 4.10 above shows that Water Orton Cricket Club has high demand (180 match 

equivalents) from nine teams located at its home ground in the Water Orton Sub Area. 

There is also high demand in the Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End Sub Area, which has 

three clubs located in this area. The overall balance for these two sub areas are the 

highest deficits of all the sub areas – 135 match equivalents for Water Orton and – 138 

for Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End. The Fillongley Sub Area also has high demand (185 

match equivalents) from three clubs (totalling 37 teams) playing at Fillongley Cricket 

Club, Corley Cricket Club and Pak Shaheen Cricket Club. The Fillongley Sub Area is 

currently over-capacity for grass wickets at 60 match equivalents per season. 

 Table 4.11 below includes all secured sites as identified in Table 4.3 and measures 

capacity using 5 matches per grass wicket per season, plus future projected growth to 

2031. 

 Table 4.11 below illustrates that by 2031, grass wicket provision across North 

Warwickshire will over-capacity of 323.75 match equivalents per season. This is slightly 

more of an over-capacity than in 2017 (289 match equivalents) due to the overall 

increase in population that is projected across the study area. 

 However, the change in population does not change the overall supply and demand 

balance figure in the majority of the sub areas. Table 4.11 shows that there will be a small 

decrease in demand in Coleshill and Fillongley sub areas. 

Table 4.11: North Warwickshire by Sub Area - Summary capacity analysis for grass wickets; 
future population projections (TGRs)  

Sub Area 
No. of 
clubs 

Capacity – 
grass 

pitches 

Community use demand 
(matches + training in 
match equivalents) at 

2031 

Balance 
(Supply 
minus 

demand) 

Adult Junior  

Arley & Whitacre 1 110 22.5 0 87.5 

Atherstone & 
Mancetter 

1 55 43 49.25 -37.25 

Baddesley & Grendon 0 0 0 0 0 

Coleshill 1 50 35 14 1 

Curdworth, Hurley & 
Wood End 

3 170 240 76.5 -146.5 

Fillongley 3 125 100 79 -54 

Hartshill 0 0 0 0 0 

Kingsbury 0 0 0 0 0 

Newton Regis & 
Warton 

1 25 0 62.5 -37.5 

Polesworth & Dordon 0 0 0 0 0 

Water Orton 1 45 90 92 -137 

North Warwickshire 12 580 530.5 373.25 -323.75 
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 Table 4.12 overleaf includes all secured sites as identified in Table 4.3 and measures 

capacity using 5 matches per grass wicket per season and 60 matches per non-turf 

wicket. 

 Table 4.12 illustrates that current demand across North Warwickshire is met by supply in 

the majority of sub areas, when non-turf (artificial) wickets are included in the analysis. 

Coleshill and Fillongley Sub Areas are at capacity (i.e. supply meets demand). There are 

no non-turf wickets located in the Water Orton Sub Area – Water Orton Cricket Club. The 

site is over-capacity by 135 match equivalents per season. 

 

Table 4.12: North Warwickshire by Sub Area - Summary capacity analysis for grass and non-
turf (artificial) wickets 

Sub Area 
Capacity 
– artificial 

pitches 

Capacity 
– grass 
pitches 

Community use 
demand 

(matches + 
training in 

match 
equivalents) 

Balance 
(Supply 
minus 

demand) 

Adult Junior 

Arley & Whitacre 60 110 20 0 150 

Atherstone & Mancetter 60 55 38 48 29 

Baddesley & Grendon 0 0 0 0 0 

Coleshill 0 50 35 15 0 

Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End 60 170 230 78 -78 

Fillongley 60 125 100 85 0 

Hartshill 0 0 0 0 0 

Kingsbury 0 0 0 0 0 

Newton Regis & Warton 60 25 0 40 45 

Polesworth & Dordon 0 0 0 0 0 

Water Orton 0 45 90 90 -135 

North Warwickshire 300 580 513 356 11 

 

 The current overall balance of grass and non-turf cricket wicket supply, minus current 

demand, results in cricket pitches being under-capacity by 11 match equivalents across 

North Warwickshire.  

 Table 4.13 below includes all secured sites as identified in Table 4.3 and measures 

capacity using 5 matches per grass wicket per season and 60 matches per non-turf 

wicket, plus future projected growth to 2031. 

Table 4.13: North Warwickshire by Sub Area - Summary capacity analysis for grass and non-
turf wickets; future population projections (TGRs)  

Sub Area 

Capacity 
– 

artificial 
pitches 

Capacity – 
grass 

pitches 

Community use demand 
(matches + training in 
match equivalents) at 

2031 

Balance 
(Supply 
minus 

demand) 

Adult Junior 
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Arley & Whitacre 60 110 22.5 0 147.5 

Atherstone & 
Mancetter 

60 55 43 49.25 22.75 

Baddesley & Grendon 0 0 0 0 0 

Coleshill 0 50 35 14 1 

Curdworth, Hurley & 
Wood End 

60 170 240 76.5 -86.5 

Fillongley 60 125 100 79 6 

Hartshill 0 0 0 0 0 

Kingsbury 0 0 0 0 0 

Newton Regis & 
Warton 

60 25 0 62.5 22.5 

Polesworth & Dordon 0 0 0 0 0 

Water Orton 0 45 90 92 -137 

North Warwickshire 300 580 530.5 373.25 -23.75 

 Table 4.13 above illustrates that by 2031, grass and non-turf wicket provision across 

North Warwickshire will be over-capacity of 23.75 match equivalents per season. This 

shows a decrease in capacity, from a balance of 11 match equivalents in 2017, due to the 

overall increase in population that is projected across the study area. 

 This analysis accounts for the current supply and demand data and the projected change 

in demand during the lifetime of the project. This capacity analysis is shown in more detail 

within Table 4.14, which shows the balance for cricket provision at each individual site. 

This is likely to show that while the overall balance analysis shows provision is over-

capacity for North Warwickshire, a number of sites are currently under-capacity. 

 It is also important to note that following consultations with clubs across the study area, 

users and further consultation with the Council and the ECB have illustrated a number of 

key priorities for cricket in the study area, which will be addressed in the site-by-site 

analysis and action plan. 
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 Strategic sites for Protection, Enhancement and Provision 

 Based on the evidence collated in the PPS for cricket pitch provision, it can be concluded that there are certain cricket facilities across North 

Warwickshire that are recorded as high value sites, for a number of reasons. 

 Table 4.14 provides a justification for how each of the cricket sites should be Protected, Enhanced or Provided for. 

Table 4.14 – Strategic cricket sites for protection and enhancement 

Site Name Sub Area 
No. Of 
Pitches 
(Squares) 

Community 
Use 

category 

Non-
technical 

Assessment 
Rating 

Capacity for 
community 

use 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provision (PV) 

Ansley 
Workshops 

Arley & 
Whitacre 

1 Secured Poor 

This site is 
currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass wickets 

PR 
The site is used by Ansley Sports CC and therefore 
should be protected as playing fields in the Local 
Plan.  

E 

There has been a recent decline in membership 
numbers of Ansley Sports CC. The previously thriving 
junior section of the Club disbanded two years ago 
and therefore support should be provided to 
reintroduce junior cricket at this site. 
The quality of the cricket pitch was identified as poor 
as part of the site assessment and an improved 
maintenance regime is required. 

PV 
No required provision has been identified as part of 
the study. 

Atherstone 
Sports Club 

Atherstone 
& 

Mancetter 
1 Secured Good 

This site is 
currently over 
capacity for 
grass wickets 

PR 
This site is used extensively by Atherstone Town CC 
(12 teams) for 86 matches per season and should be 
protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 

E 

The changing provision at the site is not fit-for-
purpose and requires extension. To enable for all 
demand to be accommodate on this site, support 
should be provided to the Club in its plan for 
redevelopment of its changing facilities and car park. 
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Site Name Sub Area 
No. Of 
Pitches 
(Squares) 

Community 
Use 

category 

Non-
technical 

Assessment 
Rating 

Capacity for 
community 

use 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provision (PV) 

In order to alleviate play on the grass wicket, the 
majority of future junior usage should be 
accommodated on the non-turf wicket at the site. 

PV 
No required provision has been identified as part of 
the study. 

Corley 
Cricket Club 

Fillongley 1 Secured Standard 

This site is 
currently over 
capacity for 
grass wickets 

PR 
This site is used by Corley CC, which has 20 teams, 
and should be protected as playing fields in the Local 
Plan. 

E 
The practice nets at the site are in need of 
refurbishment and the Club should be supported in its 
plans to improve this facility. 

PV 

This site is over capacity by 34 matches per season 
and therefore is in need of additional provision. The 
Club should be supported in its plans to develop a 
second grass wicket pitch and a new pavilion. 

Memorial 
Park 

Coleshill 1 Secured Good 

This site is 
currently at 
capacity for 
grass wickets 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. It is used by Coleshill CC, which has six 
teams. 

E 

The Club recently received grant funding to complete 
refurbishment of its changing facilities, which are now 
of a high standard. The Club plans to improve its 
practice nets, which are currently in a poor condition 
and support should be provided to the Club for this. 
No enhancement has been identified as part of this 
study. 

PV 
No required provision has been identified as part of 
the study. 
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Site Name Sub Area 
No. Of 
Pitches 
(Squares) 

Community 
Use 

category 

Non-
technical 

Assessment 
Rating 

Capacity for 
community 

use 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provision (PV) 

Nether 
Whitacre 
Cricket Club  

Curdworth, 
Hurley & 

Wood End 
1 Secured Standard 

This site is 
currently over 
capacity for 
grass wickets 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan – it is the home of cricket for Nether 
Whitacre CC (six senior and four junior teams). 

E 
No enhancement has been identified as part of this 
study. 

PV 
No required provision has been identified as part of 
the study. 

Newton 
Recreation 
Ground 

Newton 
Regis & 
Warton 

1 Secured Standard 

This site is 
currently 
under 
capacity for 
grass wickets 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. The cricket pitch and changing facilities 
(incorporated into Village Hall) are used by Austrey 
and Newton Regis Junior Cricket Club. The Club has 
six junior teams based at the site ranging from under 
17 to under 10 age groups. 

E 
The changing facilities have recently been refurbished 
and are of good quality. No further enhancement has 
been identified as part of this study. 

PV 
No required provision has been identified as part of 
the study. 

Pak 
Shaheen 
Cricket Club  

Fillongley 1 Secured Standard 

This site is 
currently over 
capacity for 
grass wickets 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. It is the home ground of Pak Shaheen CC, 
which has seven senior and five junior teams playing 
at the site. 

E 
No enhancement for cricket facilities has been 
identified as part of this study. 

PV 
No required provision has been identified as part of 
the study. 

Spartan 
Unity 

2 Secured Standard 
This site is 
currently 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. The two pitches at this site are used by 
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Site Name Sub Area 
No. Of 
Pitches 
(Squares) 

Community 
Use 

category 

Non-
technical 

Assessment 
Rating 

Capacity for 
community 

use 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provision (PV) 

Association 
Grounds 

Curdworth, 
Hurley & 

Wood End 

under 
capacity for 
grass wickets 

Aston Unity Cricket Club for its five senior teams and 
three teams. 

E 

The non-turf wicket is in a very poor condition and in 
need of refurbishment. Support should be provided to 
the Club for improvement to the non-turf wicket.  
No further enhancement for cricket facilities has been 
identified as part of this study. 

PV 
No required provision has been identified as part of 
the study. 

The Parks Fillongley 1 Secured Standard 

This site is 
currently at 
capacity for 
grass wickets 

PR 

This site is used by Fillongley Cricket Cub. It should 
be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. The 
Club has five adult teams and one junior (under 12 
age group) team. 

E 
No enhancement for cricket facilities has been 
identified as part of this study. 

PV 
No required provision has been identified as part of 
the study. 

Water Orton 
Cricket Club 

Water 
Orton 

1 Secured Good 

This site is 
currently over 
capacity for 
grass wickets 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. It is the home ground of Water Orton CC, 
which has nine senior and nine junior teams playing at 
the site. 

E 

The cricket pitch and ancillary facilities are adequate 
for the Club’s needs, however the practice nets and 
under-utilised due to its location on the site. Support 
the Club in replacing/relocating the practice nets.  No 
further enhancement for cricket facilities has been 
identified as part of this study. 

PV 
No required provision has been identified as part of 
the study. 
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Site Name Sub Area 
No. Of 
Pitches 
(Squares) 

Community 
Use 

category 

Non-
technical 

Assessment 
Rating 

Capacity for 
community 

use 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or 
Provision (PV) 

Wishaw 
Cricket Club 

Curdworth, 
Hurley & 

Wood End 
1 Secured Standard 

This site is 
currently over 
capacity for 
grass wickets 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. It is the home ground of Wishaw CC, 
which has five senior and three junior teams playing 
at the site. 

E 

The practice nets at the site are in a poor condition 
and in need of refurbishment. Support to the Club 
should be provided for this, as well as new covers, 
which are priorities for the site. 
No further enhancement for cricket facilities has been 
identified as part of this study. 

PV 
No required provision has been identified as part of 
the study. 
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 Cricket Summary 

 This section summarises the findings from the cricket analysis, which will form the basis 

of the recommendation and action plan section for North Warwickshire. 

 Table 4.15 includes the response to 5 key questions, which are asked for all PPS studies 

across the UK, in order to provide a standardised illustration of supply and demand for 

sports provision.  

Table 4.15 – Key PPS findings for cricket in North Warwickshire 

Key Question Cricket Analysis 

What are the 
main 
characteristics of 
the current supply 
and demand for 
provision? 

The quality of cricket provision across the local authority is good. 
However, there are obvious signs of over-capacity in certain areas, 
particularly with grass wickets. Due to the large amount of demand 
for cricket, a number of major cricket clubs exist, with Atherstone 
Town CC, Corley CC, Wishaw CC and Water Orton CC in particular 
having the most junior and adult teams. 

Is there enough 
accessible and 
secured 
community use 
provision to meet 
current demand 

Due to a large demand for grass wickets at the larger sites, there is 
inadequate accessible and secured provision in the Sub Area of 
Curdworth, Hurley and Wood End. However, this is balanced by 
under capacity of provision in Coleshill and Arley & Whitacre sub 
areas. There are also difficulties in securing access at the North 
Warwickshire CC facility, leading to no community at this site for 
cricket. 

Is the provision 
that is accessible 
of sufficient 
quality and 
appropriately 
maintained? 

Overall, the provision is of good quality with only a small number of 
sites requiring improvements. One grass pitch (Ansley Workshop) 
was scored poor and regeneration of ancillary facilities was identified 
as a priority for many clubs. The cricket sites with the worst overall 
quality rating are located at Ansley Workshops (38%), Wishaw 
Cricket Club (51%), Nether Whitacre Cricket Club (60%) and North 
Warwickshire Cricket Club (60%). The grass wickets in most need of 
improvement are situated at the abovementioned sites, as well as 
Pak Shaheen Cricket Club, Corley Cricket Club and Newton 
Recreation Ground – all of which scored below 60% in the grass 
wicket assessment. 
The changing facilities of the poorest quality are located at The 
Parks (32%), Pak Shaheen Cricket Club (32%) and Nether Whitacre 
Cricket Club (32%). Corley Cricket Club (40% assessment score) 
has also reported that the pavilion on-site has poor structural 
integrity and in need of improvement.  

What are the 
main 
characteristics of 
the future supply 
and demand for 
provision 

The future demand for cricket is projected to increase across the 
study area, leading to over-capacity of 323.75 match equivalents per 
season. When analysing the team generation rates, there will be a 
need for 1.7 new adult teams to be produced by 2031, due to an 
increase in the 18-55 year old population age range. 

Is there enough 
accessible and 
secured 
community use 
provision to meet 
future demand 

If population changes as expected, there will be a minor decrease in 
demand in Coleshill, Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End, Filongley and 
Water Orton sub areas. This may be beneficial to these areas as 
provision is heavily over capacity. There is set to be an increase 
predominantly in the juniors aged 11-17 by 2031, and therefore 
provision will need to accommodate an increase of 2.5 junior teams. 
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 RUGBY UNION ANALYSIS  

 Introduction and Strategic Context  

 The Rugby Football Union (RFU) is the national governing body responsible for 

grassroots and elite rugby in England, with the season operating from September to April.  

 The RFU published its Facility Strategy (2014) for the next four years7. The strategy 

includes the following relevant objectives and priorities relevant to the PPS:  

• The core aims of the RFU are to create effective and efficient facilities, 

management and governance along with community integration 

• Facility priorities include improving changing provision, natural turf 

pitch quality, AGPs and floodlighting for both matches and training. 

These affect commercial opportunities within community clubs 

 Supply 

QUANTITY OVERVIEW  

 There are six sites in North Warwickshire comprising rugby pitches. All of these sites are 

available for community use and four currently accommodate community rugby use.  The 

ownership of the six rugby sites across the study area is shown in Table 5.1.  

 

Table 5.1: Ownership of rugby pitches in North Warwickshire 

 

 Map 5.1 shows the geographic location of the rugby pitches across the study area and 

illustrates that the current supply is split across 5 sub areas: Atherstone & Mancetter, 

Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End, Fillongley, Polesworth & Dordon and Water Orton. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                      
7 RFU National Facility Strategy (http://goo.gl/m6kqms: 2014) 

 
Senior Rugby Union Junior Rugby Union 

Ownership Management Ownership Management 

Academy 0 0 0 1 

Club 6 6 4 4 

Council 1 1 3 1 

School 0 0 0 1 

Sports Association 2 2 0 0 

http://goo.gl/m6kqms
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 Map 5.1 – Rugby pitch audit in North Warwickshire 

 

 Table 5.2 provides a breakdown of the rugby sites in North Warwickshire, the majority of 

which have secured community use. 

Table 5.2 – Rugby Site Breakdown of Security of Community Use 

Playing Pitch Sites Sub Area 
Community 
Use on Site 

Secured 
Community 

Use 
Ownership 

Keresley RFC Fillongley Available Secured Club 

Old Saltleians Rugby 
Football Club 

Water Orton Available Secured Club 

Polesworth School 
Polesworth & 

Dordon 
Available Unsecured Council 

Queen Elizabeth 
School And Sports 
College 

Atherstone & 
Mancetter 

Available Secured Council 
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QUALITY ASSESSMENT 

 Each site was visited and assessed by 4 global using non-technical assessments as 

determined by the RFU. The methodology for assessing rugby pitch quality analyses two 

key elements; the maintenance programme and level of drainage.  

 Further detail on this process can be seen in the Technical Appendix C – Rugby Union 

Analysis.  

 Each pitch is scored and classified in one of three categories. These represent actions 

required to improve site quality. A breakdown for each of the two scoring elements and 

three respective categories is provided in the following two tables. 

Table 5.3 – Rugby pitch maintenance quality assessment specifications. Source: RFU PPS 
Guidance 

Category Overall Quality Rating 

MO Action requires significant improvements to the maintenance programme 

M1 Action requires minor improvements to the maintenance programme 

M2 Action requires no improvements to the maintenance programme 

Table 5.4 – Rugby pitch drainage quality assessment specifications. Source: RFU PPS 
Guidance 

Category Overall Quality Rating 

DO Action on pipe draining system is needed on pitch 

D1 Action on silt drainage system is needed on pitch 

D2 No action is needed on pitch drainage 

 These scores are then combined to provide a match equivalent capacity, as calculated in 

Table 5.5 below. Depending on the score of a site, a pitch is assigned a certain carrying 

capacity which can then be used to calculate the overall capacity of a site.  

Table 5.5 – Match equivalent calculation for rugby pitches. Source: Appendices 4a to 4c – 
Rugby Football Union8 

 
Drainage 

Maintenance 

Poor (MO) Standard (M1) Good (M2) 

Natural Inadequate (DO) 0.5 1.5 2 

Natural Adequate (D1) 1.5 2 3 

Pipe Drained (D2) 1.75 2.5 3.25 

Pipe and Slit Drained (D3) 2 3 3.5 

 Table 5.6 summarises the quality assessment results for those sites currently used by the 

community. Full details of the subsequent carrying capacity allocations of each site by 

pitch type can be found in Technical Appendix C – Rugby Analysis.  

 

 

                                                      
8 Sport England PPS Guidance – RFU Appendices (http://goo.gl/em3wyj: 2015) 

Royal Meadow Drive 
Atherstone & 

Mancetter 
Available Secured Council 

Spartan Unity 
Association Grounds 

Curdworth, 
Hurley & 

Wood End 
Available Secured 

Sports 
Association 

http://goo.gl/em3wyj
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Table 5.6 – Quality summary by pitch type 

Drainage 
 

Maintenance 

Poor (M0) Standard (M1) Good (M2) 

Natural Inadequate (D0) 3 1 - 

Natural Adequate (D1) 7 - - 

Pipe Drained (D2) - - - 

Pipe and Slit Drained (D3) 7 - - 

 

 The two senior pitches at Keresley RFC and the junior pitch at Polesworth School were 

given the poorest assessment score as they were deemed as having inadequate 

drainage and poor maintenance. This results in the lowest capacity of 0.5 matches (or for 

one team to use) a week. Therefore, in theory, the pitch should be only accommodating 

0.5 match equivalents each week on each pitch i.e. one home match every other week on 

each of the two pitches. The third senior pitch at Keresley RFC scored adequate pitch 

maintenance (1.5 matches a week) generating a total of 2.5 overall pitch capacity for the 

site.  

 The seven pitches at Old Saltleians Rugby Football Club have pipe and slit drainage, 

which receives the highest scoring, however the pitch maintenance score is low, resulting 

in a two capacity score for the pitches. This is a large site that has its pitches and 

ancillary facilities maintained by the Club. A lack of working maintenance equipment, 

particularly the grass cutter, has added to the deterioration in quality of the pitch over the 

last season. However, the Club report satisfaction with its current facilities and is aspiring 

to expand its team numbers. 

 The remaining five pitches in the borough have natural but adequate drainage, as well as 

poor pitch maintenance scores. The two senior pitches at Spartan Unity Association 

Grounds, the two pitches at Royal Meadow Drive (one senior, one junior) and the junior 

pitch at QE School & Sports College have poor pitch maintenance scores. This results in 

1.5 pitch capacity at each of the five sites. 

 Demand 

CURRENT DEMAND 

 The demand for rugby in the study area is satisfied by four clubs; Atherstone RFC (12 

teams), Keresley RFC (7 teams), Spartans RFC (8 teams) and Old Saltleians RFC (11 

team). Three of these clubs own the ground that they use as their home ground, while the 

other one play at a council owned site.  

 Through the demand consultations with clubs, 4 clubs have been identified as playing in 

North Warwickshire. Survey responses were received by 3 clubs and are shown in Table 

5.7 below, with details on the team profiles where it was possible to contact them. 
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Table 5.7 – Rugby club profiles for responding clubs. Source: PPS club consultations 

Club Sub Area 

No. of competitive teams 

Total 
Mens  Ladies  

Jnr 
(U13-17) 

Mini 
(U7-12) 

Atherstone RFC 
Atherstone & 

Mancetter 
2 0 4 6 12 

Keresley RFC Fillongley 1 0 0 6 7 

Spartans RFC 
Curdworth, 
Hurley & 

Wood End 
4 0 2 2 8 

Old Saltleians RFC Water Orton 1 0 4 6 11 

Total 8 0 10 20 38 

 Three out of the four rugby clubs in the area were consulted with as part of the demand 

gathering process, with the consultation providing the following findings. Spartans RFC 

did not respond to our requests for information. 

Table 5.8: Summary of demand consultations from key rugby clubs in North Warwickshire 

Club Consultation Summary 

Atherstone 
RFC 

The Club currently has12 teams; two Adult Men’s teams, four Junior Boy’s 
teams and six Mini teams. The Club would like to establish a Girl’s rugby 
team in the future, however this is dependent upon the local demand. The 
Club intends to attract new members using social media and through links 
with local schools. The Club will host a midweek school event during 2016/17 
season and they have forged links with Spartans RFC and Keresley RFC to 
play as a mixed club team, at some age levels to ensure children from all 
clubs can play competitive rugby. 
The Club’s Home Ground is Royal Meadow Drive; a site they rent from 
NWBC, but they are currently negotiating to enter into a long term lease of the 
playing facilities.   
The Club has a long term development plan to fence off playing areas to 
resolve issues of vandalism to posts and damage to the playing surface.  
Club development plans include purchasing part of adjacent land (which the 
Club does not own) to create a county standard pitch with permanent 
floodlights and barriers. 
The Club currently rent ancillary facilities at Atherstone Sports Club, which 
include changing rooms, bar and kitchen. These facilities are in need of 
expansion in order to cope with increased demand from numerous sports 
clubs using the building. The Club rate the pitch quality and maintenance at 
Royal Meadow Drive as ‘good’, but stated that the pitches are slightly poorer 
than previous seasons due to increased use by American Football during the 
off season. 

Old 
Saltleians 
RFC 

The Club has one Adult team and 10 Junior team, all of which play at the 
Club’s own ground at Watton Lane. Current team aspirations are to add one 
Adult, one Junior Boy’s and one Girl’s team in coming years. 
Although the Club have rated the quality of the pitches as ‘good’, it stated that 
the pitches are in a poorer condition in comparison to the previous season 
due to problems with grass cutting equipment. 
The ancillary facilities and pitches on-site are owned and maintained by the 
Club. Both changing accommodation and clubhouse facilities were deemed 
‘good’ and no particular issues were raised during consultation. However, 
there is a lack of parking capacity on busy match weekends. 
The Club’s site is located within the path of the proposed HS2 route and is 
therefore due to move from its existing location to nearby land on the opposite 
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Club Consultation Summary 

side of the M42. The whole club will be relocated to adjacent land on the 
other side of the motorway bridge, before construction of the HS2 begins. The 
new site is expected to be a substantial improvement in the Club’s pitch and 
ancillary facilities, which will be funded by the Government, as part of a 
relocation compensation scheme. 

Keresley 
RFC 

The Club is managed and run by a group of volunteers, which are uncertain 
of the volunteer pipeline and its future impact on the club.  
The Club identified severe drainage issue on the main pitch due to 
dysfunctional artificial drainage. The site has an out-dated clubhouse, which 
is in need of refurbishment/re-building. 

 Further detail on the demand consultations and data collection can be seen in Technical 

Appendix C – Rugby Analysis. 

FUTURE DEMAND 

 In order to calculate the future demand for rugby in North Warwickshire, a Team 

Generation Rate9 has been calculated using the current number of teams and the current 

population. This measure allows us to calculate what size of population (for various age 

groups) will typically cause enough demand for a rugby team.  

 This Team Generation Rate can now be applied to the population projections for the 

study area to confirm how population growth or reduction will affect the demand for teams 

in each of the key age groups. This population projection data has been provided by the 

Council and aligns to the North Warwickshire Council core strategy.  

 The impact of population projections on the need for rugby provision has been divided 

into age groups – adult men and women, and junior boys and girls - are displayed as 

such below. Tables 5.9 to 5.11 below and overleaf illustrate the number of projected 

demand for rugby in North Warwickshire by Sub Area. 

 There are four clubs based in North Warwickshire (totalling 38 teams) and each club is 

located within separate sub areas. There is no rugby provision in Arley & Whitacre, 

Baddesley & Grendon, Coleshill, Hartshill, Kingsley, Newton Regis & Warton, and 

Polesworth and Dordon sub areas.  

 There are currently no adult female nor junior girl rugby teams playing in North 

Warwickshire, and therefore TGRs for these team types is not possible. However, 

Atherstone RFC and Keresley RFC have expressed a desire to introduce female sides in 

the coming years. It is assumed that this would encourage female junior rugby players to 

join the Club and a realistic predicted number of future teams has been applied; one 

junior female and two senior female rugby teams by 2031. 

                                                      
9 The Team Generation Rate calculation uses the current number of teams and the current 
population to calculate a proxy measure of the number of total residents per relevant sports team. 
This measure is therefore applied to the projected population (depending on the length of the 
strategy) to predict how many additional teams will be required in order to satisfy the demand from 
the ‘new’ population. 
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 Table 5.9 shows that demand projections (to 2031) for North Warwickshire as a whole 

generates the need for 8.5 adult men (aged 18 to 45 years old), which is a small increase 

in the current number of teams – eight. This is due to the small increase in population 

expected across North Warwickshire in the adult male age group by 2031. 

Table 5.9: North Warwickshire Adult (18-45) - Impact of population projections on the need 
for rugby provision (Team Generation Rates) by Sub Area 

Sub Area 

Current 
popn. 
Within 

age 
group 

Current 
no. of 
teams 

TGR 

Future 
(2031) 

population 
within age 

group 

Predicted 
future 

number 
of teams 

Additional 
teams 

required 
for 

increased 
popn. 

Arley & Whitacre 815 0 0 1,023 0 0 

Atherstone & Mancetter 2,009 2 0.001 2,229 2.2 0.2 

Baddesley & Grendon 776 0 0 1,297 0 0 

Coleshill 1,123 0 0 1,138 0 0 

Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End 998 4 0.004 1,047 4.2 0.2 

Fillongley 486 1 0.002 480 1 0 

Hartshill 449 0 0 572 0 0 

Kingsbury 352 0 0 358 0 0 

Newton Regis & Warton 520 0 0 973 0 0 

Polesworth & Dordon 1,565 0 0 2,256 0 0 

Water Orton 545 1 0.002 555 1 0 

North Warwickshire 9,640 8 0.009 11,928 8.4 0.4 

 

 Table 5.10 below shows that TGRs for Junior Boys (aged 13 to 17 years old) across 

North Warwickshire identify a reduction (0.25) in the number of teams required by 2031. 

This is due to the projected decline in population for this age group in some sub-areas.  

 

Table 5.10: North Warwickshire Junior – Boys (13-17) - Impact of population projections on 
the need for rugby provision (Team Generation Rates) by Sub Area 

Sub Area 

Current 
popn. 
Within 

age 
group 

Current 
no. of 
teams 

TGR 

Future 
(2031) 

population 
within age 

group 

Predicted 
future 

number 
of teams 

Additional 
teams 

required 
for 

increased 
popn. 

Arley & Whitacre 157 0 0 184 0 0 

Atherstone & Mancetter 326 4 0.01 337 4 0 

Baddesley & Grendon 129 0 0 202 0 0 

Coleshill 190 0 0 179 0 0 

Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End 164 2 0.01 160 2 0 

Fillongley 108 0 0 100 0 0 

Hartshill 78 0 0 92 0 0 
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Kingsbury 62 0 0 59 0 0 

Newton Regis & Warton 94 0 0 165 0 0 

Polesworth & Dordon 314 0 0 425 0 0 

Water Orton 77 4 0.05 73 3.75 -0.25 

North Warwickshire 1,700 10 0.01 1,976 9.75 -0.25 

 

 The TGRs for Mini/Midi rugby are generated on the basis of a minor increase in 

population projections for 8 to 12 year olds from 2017 to 2031. This results in an increase 

in the number of Mini/Midi Rugby teams of 0.5. Table 5.11 shows that team numbers will 

stay consistent across North Warwickshire, with an increase of 0.5 teams in the 

Atherstone & Mancetter sub-area only. 

 

Table 5.11: North Warwickshire Mini/Midi - Mixed (8-12) - Impact of population projections on 
the need for rugby provision (Team Generation Rates) by Sub Area 

Sub Area 

Current 
popn. 
Within 

age 
group 

Current 
no. of 
teams 

TGR 

Future 
(2031) 

population 
within age 

group 

Predicted 
future 

number 
of teams 

Additional 
teams 

required 
for 

increased 
popn. 

Arley & Whitacre 315 0 0 387 0 0 

Atherstone & Mancetter 642 6 0.01 695 6.5 0.5 

Baddesley & Grendon 224 0 0 369 0 0 

Coleshill 354 0 0 349 0 0 

Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End 380 2 0.01 389 2 0 

Fillongley 185 6 0.03 179 6 0 

Hartshill 184 0 0 230 0 0 

Kingsbury 160 0 0 160 0 0 

Newton Regis & Warton 180 0 0 332 0 0 

Polesworth & Dordon 569 0 0 808 0 0 

Water Orton 146 6 0.04 147 6 0 

North Warwickshire 3,339 20 0.01 4,045 20.5 0.5 

 

 It is important to note that this calculation assumes that clubs, the Council and the RFU 

do not improve their marketing or participation schemes over the period and are therefore 

no more successful than they are now in attracting new players to participate in rugby in 

in the study area. In reality, it is expected that there will be improved channels of digital 

communication and improved maintenance technology, as well as higher quality ancillary 

provision. The output of this will be a higher quality and an improved ability to generate 

demand and convert it into participation. 
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 Supply and Demand Balance 

 To calculate whether there is any spare capacity at rugby sites in North Warwickshire, 

Table 5.12 shows the supply and demand figures across the six sites that are available 

for community rugby use – three sites of which currently have community use.   

 To assess the availability of rugby facilities at peak times, it has been assumed that the 

period of highest demand for rugby matches is on a Saturday afternoon for adults and 

Sunday morning or afternoon for juniors. It is also assumed that juniors do not train on 

match pitches and adult teams have been allocated 1 hour of demand during mid-week 

peak periods. The supply and demand analysis below shows that there is no spare 

capacity during peak periods at Royal Meadow Drive, Keresley RFC and Spartan Unity 

Association Grounds.  

Table 5.12 – Supply and Demand Balance by Club  

Site Name Sub Area 
Pitch 
type 

Quantity 
Supply 
(Capac

ity) 

Demand 
(matches + 
training in 

match 
equivalents) 

Balance 
(Supply 
minus 

demand) 

SNR JNR 

Royal Meadow 
Drive 

Atherstone 
& 

Mancetter 

Senior 1 
3 

1 - 
-3 

Junior 1 - 5 

Keresley RFC Fillongley Senior 3 2.5 0.5 3 -1 

Old Saltleians 
Rugby Football 
Club 

Water 
Orton 

Senior 3 
14 

2 - 
6 

Junior 4 - 6 

Spartan Unity 
Association 
Grounds 

Curdworth, 
Hurley & 

Wood End 
Senior 4 3 2.5 2 -1.5 

Polesworth 
School 

Polesworth 
& Dordon 

Junior 1 0.5 0 0 0.5 

Queen Elizabeth 
School and 
Sports College 

Atherstone 
& 

Mancetter 
Junior 1 1.5 0 0 1.5 

Total 
Senior 11  

24.5 6 16 2.5 
Junior 5 
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 Scenario Testing 

 The following section contains the summary capacity analysis for rugby in North 

Warwickshire, as well as for a number of relevant summaries, as requested by the RFU 

and the Sport England 2013 Playing Pitch Guidance. The scenario testing has been 

divided into four scenarios; all secured sites and future analysis, club-owned only sites 

and all sites, including where pitch use is unsecured (scenarios 1-4). Scenarios to show 

how improving the quality of the pitches – through enhanced drainage systems and 

maintenance – increases the carrying capacity of sites (scenarios 5-7). Scenario 8 shows 

how more pitches at existing sites will also increase the overall capacity of sites. 

 Across North Warwickshire, the supply of rugby pitches exceeds demand for rugby 

pitches. This is true for all scenarios, including secured sites only and with population 

projections applied. Table 5.13 below shows the balance of pitches, when considering no 

pitch improvement works (scenarios 1-4), in North Warwickshire as ranging from 1 and 

12 matches per week under-capacity. Scenarios 5 – improving the maintenance of all 

pitches at all sites – would increase the carrying capacity, resulting in a balance of 12 

matches per week under-capacity. 

Table 5.13: North Warwickshire - Summary capacity analysis and scenarios for rugby  

Scenario 
Name 

Notes Capacity 

Community use 
demand (matches + 

training in match 
equivalents) 

Balance 
(Supply 
minus 

demand) 
Adult Junior/mini 

1. All 
secured 
sites 

This includes all 
secured sites as 
identified in Table 5.2  

24 6 16 2 

2. All 
secured 
sites; 
FUTURE 
analysis 

As above, but including 
the projected growth in 
demand, as per Table 
5.10 

24 6.4 16.25 1.35 

3. Rugby 
club-owned 
sites only 

As above, but including 
only club-owned sites 
with security of tenure 

16.5 2.5 9.0 5 

4. All rugby 
sites 

Includes all rugby sites  26.0 6.0 16.0 4 

5. 
Improvement 
of 
maintenance 

Improving maintenance 
scores by one level 
(M0 to M1 and M1 to 
M2) 

34 6 16 12 

6. 
Installation 
of new 
drainage 

Improving natural 
drainage scores to pipe 
drained (D0 and D1 to 
D2) 

27 6 16 5 

7. 
Reinstating 
of slit 
drainage 

Improving pipe drained 
pitches (D2) to slit 
drained (D3) 

24 6 16 2 
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8. Provision 
of more 
pitches 

Including an additional 
senior pitch per site 

29 6 16 7 

 

 The following tables (5.14 and 5.17) show the breakdown of pitch capacity by Sub Area. 

There is no rugby provision in the sub areas of Arley & Whitacre, Baddesley & Grendon, 

Coleshill, Hartshill, Kingsley, Newton Regis & Warton, and Polesworth and Dordon. 

 The remaining four sub areas accommodate the four rugby clubs in the which they are 

situated. Warton Orton Sub Area (where Old Saltleians Rugby Football Club is based) 

has rugby pitches at are under-capacity in all four of the scenarios.  

 In the Atherstone & Mancetter Sub Area, the pitches at Royal Meadow Drive (where 

Atherstone RFC play) are over-capacity as demand outweighs supply; both now and in 

the future. Queen Elizabeth School and Sports College has one junior pitch that is 

unsecured but available for wider community use. It also falls within the Atherstone & 

Mancetter Sub Area and if this pitch was made available for use by Atherstone RFC, then 

demand would be met at this club and in this sub area. 

 The pitch capacity balance at the remaining two site shows that supply is less than 

demand. At Keresley RFC (located in the Fillongley Sub Area) and Spartans RFC (that 

play at Spartan Unity Association Grounds in the Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End Sub 

Area) the current and future demand is not met. The club and sport association owned 

sites required additional capacity to satisfy demand. 

Table 5.14: North Warwickshire by Sub Area - Summary capacity analysis for all secured 

sites 

Sub Area Capacity 

Community use demand 
(matches + training in 

match equivalents) 

Balance 
(Supply 
minus 

demand) Adult Junior/mini 

Arley & Whitacre 0 0 0 0 

Atherstone & Mancetter 4.5 1 5 -1.5 

Baddesley & Grendon 0 0 0 0 

Coleshill 0 0 0 0 

Curdworth, Hurley & Wood 
End 

3 2.5 2 -1.5 

Fillongley 2.5 0.5 3 -1 

Hartshill 0 0 0 0 

Kingsbury 0 0 0 0 

Newton Regis & Warton 0 0 0 0 

Polesworth & Dordon 0 0 0 0 

Water Orton 14 2 6 6 

North Warwickshire 24 6 16 2 
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Table 5.15: North Warwickshire by Sub Area - Summary capacity analysis for all secured 
sites; Future Analysis 

Sub Area Capacity 

Community use demand 
(matches + training in 

match equivalents) 

Balance 
(Supply 
minus 

demand) Adult Junior/mini 

Arley & Whitacre 0 0 0 0 

Atherstone & Mancetter 4.5 1.2 5.5 -2.2 

Baddesley & Grendon 0 0 0 0 

Coleshill 0 0 0 0 

Curdworth, Hurley & Wood 
End 

3.0 2.7 2 -1.7 

Fillongley 2.5 0.5 3.0 -1 

Hartshill 0 0 0 0 

Kingsbury 0 0 0 0 

Newton Regis & Warton 0 0 0 0 

Polesworth & Dordon 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Water Orton 14 2.0 5.75 6.25 

North Warwickshire 24 6.4 16.25 1.35 

 

Table 5.16: North Warwickshire by Sub Area - Summary capacity analysis for rugby club-

owned sites only 

Sub Area Capacity 

Community use demand 
(matches + training in 

match equivalents) 

Balance 
(Supply 
minus 

demand) Adult Junior/mini 

Arley & Whitacre 0 0 0 0 

Atherstone & Mancetter 0 0 0 0 

Baddesley & Grendon 0 0 0 0 

Coleshill 0 0 0 0 

Curdworth, Hurley & Wood 
End 

0 0 0 0 

Fillongley 2.5 0.5 3 -1 

Hartshill 0 0 0 0 

Kingsbury 0 0 0 0 

Newton Regis & Warton 0 0 0 0 

Polesworth & Dordon 0 0 0 0 

Water Orton 14 2 6 6 

North Warwickshire 16.5 2.5 9.0 5.0 
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Table 5.17: North Warwickshire by Sub Area - Summary capacity analysis for all rugby sites 

Sub Area Capacity 

Community use demand 
(matches + training in 

match equivalents) 

Balance 
(Supply 
minus 

demand) Adult Junior/mini 

Arley & Whitacre 0 0 0 0 

Atherstone & Mancetter 6 1 5 0 

Baddesley & Grendon 0 0 0 0 

Coleshill 0 0 0 0 

Curdworth, Hurley & Wood 
End 

3 2.5 2 -1.5 

Fillongley 2.5 0.5 3 -1 

Hartshill 0 0 0 0 

Kingsbury 0 0 0 0 

Newton Regis & Warton 0 0 0 0 

Polesworth & Dordon 0.5 0 0 0.5 

Water Orton 14 2 6 6 

North Warwickshire 26.0 6.0 16.0 4.0 

 

 The key output of the supply and demand analysis is that action is required to ensure that 

rugby can be provided in the study area and that the rugby clubs are able to satisfy the 

demand from both juniors and senior teams. The site-by-site action plan will define the 

key steps that should be undertaken to improve the overall picture of provision and pitch 

stock. 

 Strategic Sites for Protection, Enhancement and Provision 

 As shown above, it is recommended that all sites that currently provide rugby for the 

community area are protected as they have greater demand than supply and are all 

popular clubs that appeal to a range of player types.
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 With this recommendation of protection in mind, Table 5.20 provides further recommendations on potential areas of enhancement for each of the 

rugby sites that are available for community use. 

Table 5.20 – Rugby sites for enhancement in North Warwickshire 

Site Name Sub Area 
No. Of 

Pitches  

Community 
Use 

category 

Non-technical 
Assessment 

Score 

Balance – 
Capacity 

for 
community 

use 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 

Keresley 
RFC 

Fillongley 3 Senior  Secured 

1 x D0/M1 
(STANDARD) 
2 x D0/M0 
(POOR) 

-1 match 
equivalents 
per week 

over-
capacity 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 
It is used by Keresley RFC, which has one adult team and six 
mini/midi teams. 

E 

The clubhouse at the site is in need of refurbishment and the 
Club should be supported in its plans to improve this facility. 
Options of refurbishing or rebuilding the existing ageing 
clubhouse 

PV 

This site is over capacity by one match per season and 
therefore is in need of improved provision. The Club should be 
supported to improve the currently dysfunctional artificial 
drainage, which was installed over 30 years ago. 

Old 
Saltleians 
Rugby 
Football 
Club 

Water 
Orton 

3 Senior 
4 Junior 

Secured D3/M0 (POOR) 

6 match 
equivalents 
per week 

under-
capacity 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan 
– it is the home of Old Saltleians Rugby Football Club. The 
Clubs has 11 teams; one adult, four junior and six mini/midi 
teams. 

E 

There is sufficient supply of pitches to meet the current and 
future demand from the Club and wider community. No 
enhancement has been identified as part of this study. 

PV 

The Club is to relocate its facilities from its existing site to 
nearby land on the opposite side of the M42. Substantial 
improvement to rugby provision planned at this site. The Club 
should be supported in its plans, funded by the Government 
following the developed of HS2. 
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Site Name Sub Area 
No. Of 

Pitches  

Community 
Use 

category 

Non-technical 
Assessment 

Score 

Balance – 
Capacity 

for 
community 

use 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 

Polesworth 
School 

Poleswort
h & 

Dordon 
1 Junior Unsecured D0/M0 (POOR) N/A 

PR This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 

E 

There is sufficient supply of pitches to meet the current and 
future demand from the wider community in this Sub Area. No 
enhancement has been identified as part of this study. 

PV No required provision has been identified as part of the study. 

Queen 
Elizabeth 
School and 
Sports 
College 

Atherstone 
& 

Mancetter 
1 Junior Secured D1/M0 (POOR) N/A 

PR 

This site is used by students of Queen Elizabeth School and 
Sports College, and so should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. 

E 

Enhancement to the junior rugby pitch would allow for use by 
Atherstone RFC, which site is over-capacity. Queen Elizabeth 
School could supply the area with needed pitch space if the 
drainage and maintenance of the pitch is improved. However, 
due to existing community use of the site for hockey and 
football, there is a lack of car parking available at the site to 
accommodate additional community access for rugby.  

PV No required provision has been identified as part of the study. 

Royal 
Meadow 
Drive 

Atherstone 
& 

Mancetter 

1 Senior 
1 Junior 

Secured D1/M0 (POOR) 

-3 match 
equivalents 
per week 

over-
capacity 

PR 

The pitches at Royal Meadow Drive are used by Atherstone 
RFC, and are over-capacity as demand outweighs supply; both 
now and in the future. 

E 

This site is over capacity by three matches per season and 
therefore is in need of improved provision. The Club should be 
supported to improve the security of the site in order to deter 
informal use of the pitches and extend the weekly carrying 
capacity of the pitches. Expansion of the clubhouse, drainage 
and maintenance of the pitches should also be improved once 
the pitches are fenced off. The pitch carrying capacity could be 



                                   
   
  North Warwickshire Playing Pitch Strategy 

 74 

Site Name Sub Area 
No. Of 

Pitches  

Community 
Use 

category 

Non-technical 
Assessment 

Score 

Balance – 
Capacity 

for 
community 

use 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 

enhanced by one match per week, meaning the demand is 
being met by the supply. 

PV 

No required provision has been identified as part of the study. 
Additional future demand anticipated by the Club could 
generate demand for additional pitch provision.  

Spartan 
Unity 
Association 
Grounds 

Curdworth
, Hurley & 
Wood End 

2 Senior Secured D1/M0 (POOR) 

-1 match 
equivalents 
per week 

over-
capacity 

PR 

The Sports Association owned pitches are used by Spartan 
RFC, which are over-capacity as demand outweighs supply; 
both now and in the future. 

E 

This site is over capacity by one match per season and the two 
adult rugby pitches need improvement to the drainage and 
maintenance. This would create enough carrying capacity to 
satisfy current and future demand from the Club. 

PV 

The changing accommodation is in a poor condition and with no 
segregation. The Rugby Club should be supported in its plans 
to replace the changing facilities at the site. The Rugby Club 
would like to install floodlights and aim to relocate 1 senior pitch 
and training area. 
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 Rugby Summary 

 This section summarises the findings from the rugby analysis, which will form the basis of 

the recommendation and action plan section for North Warwickshire. 

 Table 5.21 includes the response to 5 key questions, which are asked for all PPS studies 

across the UK, in order to provide a standardised illustration of supply and demand for 

sports provision.  

Table 5.21 – Key PPS findings for rugby in North Warwickshire 

Key Question Rugby Analysis 

What are the 
main 
characteristics of 
the current supply 
and demand for 
provision? 

The quality of provision across the local authority for rugby is mixed. 
The seven pitches at Old Salteians RFC have the strongest drainage 
system yet are poorly maintained due to a lack of machinery. The 
two senior pitches at Keresley RFC are clearly in the worse 
condition, as they are only capable of accommodating one home 
game every two weeks. This is unrealistic due to the current demand 
placed on it by the club. 

Is there enough 
accessible and 
secured 
community use 
provision to meet 
current demand 

There is sufficient provision across the study area, with an 
oversupply of available and secured grass pitches achieved. 
However, this is not the case at clubs such as Atherstone RFC. They 
are undersupplied by 3 match equivalents, heavily contributed to by 
their expanding junior section. There is no rugby compliant AGP in 
the study area, and this is causing further deterioration of grass pitch 
quality due to match pitches being used for training. 

Is the provision 
that is accessible 
of sufficient 
quality and 
appropriately 
maintained? 

The maintenance regime of pitches across the study area on the 
whole is good. However, clubs such as Keresley RFC and 
Atherstone RFC struggle with maintaining pitches due to a 
contribution from many factors, such as; vandalism, sufficient 
numbers of volunteers and a lack of funding. 

What are the 
main 
characteristics of 
the future supply 
and demand for 
provision 

With the projected growth of demand in North Warwickshire, it is 
expected that only 0.5 new teams will need to be formed in order to 
meet demand by 2031. This is contributed to heavily by a reduction 
in the number of junior boy’s teams in the area, due to population 
decline. 

Is there enough 
accessible and 
secured 
community use 
provision to meet 
future demand 

The future demand for rugby in this area is set to increase most 
significantly in the Sub Area of Water Orton. Overall, this increase is 
one which can be managed due to an over supply of pitches at Old 
Saltleians Rugby Football Club, which is located within the Water 
Orton Sub Area. The projected growth will however further 
exacerbate the poor maintenance of the club-based home grounds. 
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 HOCKEY ANALYSIS 

 Introduction and Strategic Context 

 In order to understand the overall objectives and priorities of the England Hockey Board 

(EHB), an analysis of key recent strategies and documentation has been undertaken and 

summarised below.  

THE NATIONAL HOCKEY FACILITY STRATEGY – THE RIGHT FACILITIES IN THE RIGHT 
PLACES (2012) 

Vision: For every hockey player in England to have appropriate and 
sustainable facilities that provide excellent experiences for players. 

Mission: More, Better, Happier players with access to appropriate and 
sustainable facilities  

 The club market for hockey is well structured and clubs are required to affiliate to 

England Hockey to play in community leagues. As a result, only a few occasional teams 

lie outside of the EH affiliation structure. Schools and Universities are the other two areas 

where significant hockey is played. 

 The EHB has the ambition of growing participation by 10,000 adults and 32,500 children. 

To enable this, the following three objectives have been highlighted; 

• PROTECT: To conserve the existing hockey provision. EH 

currently has over 800 pitches that are used by hockey clubs (club, 

school, universities). We need to retain the current provision where 

appropriate to ensure that hockey is maintained across the country 

• IMPROVE: To improve the existing facilities stock (physically 

and administratively). The current facilities stock is ageing and there 

needs to be strategic investment into refurbishing the pitches and 

ancillary facilities. There needs to more support for clubs to obtain 

better agreements with facilities providers & education around owning 

an asset. 

• DEVELOP: To strategically build new hockey facilities where 

there is an identified need and ability to deliver and maintain. 

This might include consolidation hockey provision in a local area 

where appropriate. Research has identified key areas across the 

country where there is a lack of suitable Hockey provision and there is 

a need for additional pitches. There is an identified demand for multi 

pitches in the right places to consolidate hockey and allow clubs to 

have all of their provision catered at one site. 
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 Supply 

 North Warwickshire has one competitive hockey club that uses hockey facilities within the 

Borough – Atherstone Adders Hockey Club using Queen Elizabeth School and Sports 

College. 

 All club play is accommodated on a full size sand based AGP at Queen Elizabeth School 

and Sports College in Atherstone. The site is owned by Warwickshire County Council and 

managed by an Academy.  

 Table 6.1 below details the availability of the AGP, which is the only pitch within North 

Warwickshire that has a surface suitable for Hockey. This has been presented in the form 

of match slots (2 hours AGP use). Although mid-week demand is mainly for training 

purposes, some matches may take place and therefore in the demand section of this 

paper, training has been converted to match slots to allow for consistent measures.  

 Queen Elizabeth School and Sports College has secured community use, which is 

available and suitable size for competitive hockey to be played.  

Table 6.1 – Quantity overview for sand-based AGP’s in North Warwickshire 

 The non-technical site assessment rated the AGP as STANDARD quality (69 points out 

of 100). The playing surface is 5 years old and clearly maintained to a good standard. 

 Demand 

 Table 6.2 contains a summary of the consultations undertaken with Atherstone Adders 

Hockey Club, focusing on key issues and future plans. All pitch-rating comments are the 

opinions of the club and may differ from the impartial rating given by the site assessor. 

Table 6.2: Summary of demand consultations from hockey clubs in North Warwickshire 

Site name Sub Area 
Weekday 

peak hours 
available 

Saturday 
match slots 

available 

Sunday 
match slots 

available 

Queen Elizabeth School 
and Sports College 

Atherstone & 
Mancetter 

20 10 10 

Club Consultation Summary 

Atherstone 
Adders HC 

The Club has 200+ members and a current total of 12 teams; three Men’s, three 
Women’s and six Juniors ranging from U8 to U16. There has been an increase 
in membership numbers over recent years, with more Adult Ladies and Junior 
teams being added, due to the Club’s active promotion of hockey at local 
schools via coaching programs.  
The Club’s vision is to improve the quality of the teams rather than the quantity; 
therefore, it has no current plans to add more teams in the near future. 
Nevertheless, the Club welcomes and encourages all new members to attend 
Club training sessions. 
All teams play matches and train at Queen Elizabeth School and Sports 
College, a site the Club rent from North Warwickshire Leisure Services. The 
sand-based pitch is described by the Club as dated and suffering from severe 
wear and tear, there is evidence of moss/linchen and of inappropriate use. The 
changing facilities were also identified as poor and additional storage space for 
equipment at the site is required. 
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CURRENT DEMAND  

 Atherstone Adders Hockey Club has 12 teams playing a range of competitive hockey and 

recreational hockey through junior and adult teams – a breakdown of teams is shown in 

Table 6.3. 

Table 6.3 – Team profile for Hockey in North Warwickshire 

Club Name Sub Area 

Adult Teams 

Juniors Total Senior 
Men 

Senior 
Women 

Mixed 

Atherstone Adders HC 
Atherstone & 

Mancetter 
3 3 0 6 12 

 The team profile and demand for the AGP is summarised in Table 6.4 below and 

highlights how the profile of hockey teams across North Warwickshire creates demand 

for AGP match and training hours throughout the week. Senior teams train midweek, 

however, some junior teams may train on weekends. It is important to understand that 

this will impact on capacity analysis when considered with the competitive match slots 

required above.  

Table 6.4 – Match demand for hockey in North Warwickshire 

 Number of teams 
Weekday Saturday Sunday 

Competitive Hours Required 

Senior teams (16-65) 6 0 6 0 

Junior teams (11-15) 6 0 2 4 

 Number of teams Training Hours Required 

Senior teams (16-65) 6 2.5 0 0 

Junior teams (11-15) 6 1.5 0 0 

FUTURE DEMAND 

 In order to calculate the future demand for Hockey in the study area, a Team Generation 

Rate10 has been calculated using the current number of teams and the current 

population. This measure allows us to calculate what size of population (for various age 

groups) will typically cause enough demand for a hockey team.  

                                                      
10 The Team Generation Rate calculation uses the current number of teams and the current 
population to calculate a proxy measure of the number of total residents per relevant sports team. 
This measure is therefore applied to the projected population (depending on the length of the 
strategy) to predict how many additional teams will be required in order to satisfy the demand from 
the ‘new’ population. 

The Club’s non-playing activities take place at Atherstone Sports Club. There 
are no hockey facilities at the Sports Club, however the Hockey Club use the 
club room following home matches at the Sports College, for social and post-
season presentation events. 
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 This Team Generation Rate can now be applied to the population projections for the 

study area to confirm how population growth or reduction will affect the demand for teams 

in each of the key age groups.  

 Atherstone Adders Hockey Club is located in the Atherstone & Mancetter Sub Area of 

North Warwickshire. The small proportion of population change does not generate 

enough demand for a future team at any of the age groups in this Sub-Area. Men’s teams 

are projected to increase slightly in demand by 0.3, Adult female teams by 0.13 and 

juniors by 0.52, generating an overall increase of 1 team by 2031 - as illustrated in Table 

6.5. 

Table 6.5 – Future demand projections for hockey teams in North Warwickshire  

Age group 

Current 
popn. 
Within 
age 
group 

Current 
no. of 
teams 

TGR 

Estimated 
future 
population 
(2031) 

Predicte
d future 
number 
of teams 

Additional 
provision 
needed to 
accommodate 
new teams 

Adult – Male 
(16-45) 

10,320 3 0.0003 12,720 3.31 0.31 

Adult – Female 
(16-45) 

10,360 3 0.0003 12,022 3.13 0.13 

Junior (11-15) 3,300 6 0.0018 4,041 6.52 0.52 

Total 23,980 12 0.002 28,783 12.96 0.96 

 

 It is important to note that this calculation assumes that clubs, the Council and England 

Hockey do not improve their marketing or participation schemes over the period and are 

therefore no more successful than they are now in attracting new players to participate in 

hockey in North Warwickshire. In reality, it is expected that there will be improved 

channels of digital communication and improved maintenance technology, as well as 

higher quality ancillary provision. The output of this will be a higher quality and an 

improved ability to generate demand and convert it into participation. 

 Supply and Demand Balance 

 To calculate whether there is any spare capacity at Queen Elizabeth School and Sports 

College, Table 6.6 below shows the supply and demand figures for the AGP at peak 

periods. This table contains demand (in hours) from competitive matches as well as 

training required by local clubs (including Football training).  

 In order to assess the availability of hockey facilities at peak times, it has been assumed 

that the period of highest demand for hockey matches is on a Saturday.  
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Table 6.6 – Supply and demand balance for hockey in North Warwickshire 

Site name Sub Area 

Supply (Hours) 

Demand (Hours 
required – for 
training and 

matches) 

Balance (Hours) 

Weekday Sat Sun Weekday Sat Sun Weekday Sat Sun 

Queen 
Elizabeth 
School 
and Sports 
College 

Atherstone 
& 

Mancetter 
20 10 10 

4 (+10.5 
football 
training) 

8 4 5.5 2 6 

 

 Table 6.6 illustrates that although there is an overall over-supply of hockey provision in 

North Warwickshire, the only hockey suitable pitch in the area is almost at capacity on 

Saturdays, when the majority of fixtures are played. However, it also shows that there is 

availability during weekday and weekend peak periods at Queen Elizabeth School and 

Sports Club. 

SUPPLY AND DEMAND BALANCE – SPATIAL ANALYSIS 

 Map 6.1 overleaf provides a spatial analysis of full size sand based AGP’s in the study 

area, in order to assess whether the current provision of ‘strategic’ hockey facilities meet 

the needs of the local residents. This map includes full size AGP’s from neighbouring 

local authorities, as there is a significant potential export of demand if the facilities in 

neighbouring local authorities are an attractive offer for residents. The sand coloured 

areas on Map 6.1 show the unique catchment area of each of the neighbouring sand-

based AGP’s, and the blue coloured area shows the 20-minute drive time catchment of 

Queen Elizabeth School and Sports College. 
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Map 6.1 – Spatial analysis and cross –boundary demand for sand-based AGP’s in North 
Warwickshire, all AGP data from Active Places Power (Sport England) 

 

 The residents that live within sub areas of Atherstone & Mancetter, Baddesley & 

Grendon, Hartshill and Arley & Whitacre are located within a 20-minute drive time of 

Queen Elizabeth School and & Sports College. Only some residents of Polesworth & 

Dordon and Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End sub areas are also within the same drive 

time catchment of the Sports College. 

 The remaining residents of North Warwickshire (ie those that live outside of the 

abovementioned sub areas) are located within a 20-minute drive time of a full size sand 

based AGP located in a neighbouring local authority. 
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 Strategic sites for Protection, Enhancement and Provision 

 Table 6.7 provides a justification for how the single Hockey site should be Protected, Enhanced or 

Protected. 

Table 6.7 – Site by Site Analysis for Hockey 

Site 
Name 

Sub Area 

Pitch 
Type 
and 
Size 

Pitch assessment 
score 

Balance 
(Total 
Hrs) 

Justification for Protection 
(PR), Enhancement (E) or 

Provision (PV) 

Queen 
Elizabeth 
School 
and 
Sports 
College 

Atherstone 
& 

Mancetter 

Sand-
based 

(110m x 
70m) 

69 - Standard 

This site 
is 

currently 
under 

capacity 

PR 

This site should be 
protected as a playing 
pitch in the Local Plan. 
The pitch used by 
Atherstone Adders Hockey 
Club, which has 12 teams 
training and playing 
matches on the AGP at 
peak times. 

E 

The current AGP surface 
is five years old and is 
likely to require resurfacing 
in another five years. It is 
recommended that a 
‘sinking fund’ is put in 
place to cover the cost of 
resurfacing.  
Ancillary facilities at the 
site were identified as poor 
and a full refurbishment of 
the changing facilities is 
recommended.  

PV 
The is no additional 
provision recommended 
as part of this study. 
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 Hockey Summary 

 This section summarises the findings from the hockey analysis, which will form the basis of the 

recommendation and action plan section for North Warwickshire. 

 Table 6.12 includes the response to 5 key questions, which are asked for all PPS studies across the 

UK, in order to provide a standardised illustration of supply and demand for sports provision.  

Table 6.12 – Key PPS findings for hockey in North Warwickshire 

Key Question Hockey Analysis 

What are the 
main 
characteristics of 
the current supply 
and demand for 
provision? 

The quality of hockey provision across the local authority is good, 
despite there being only one Hockey (sand-based AGP) facility. 
There is a lack of supply regarding ancillary facilities at Queen 
Elizabeth School and Sports College, which has poor quality 
changing room facilities and lack a dedicated clubhouse. The level of 
demand has stayed at a consistent level with Atherstone Adders HC 
not looking to expand their number of teams. 

Is there enough 
accessible and 
secured 
community use 
provision to meet 
current demand 

The current provision meets current community demand. According 
to the team generation rate, there expected to be demand for one 
additional hockey team by 2031. However, the club reported that it 
could accommodate 2 further junior teams and a further senior side 
before reaching full capacity. 

Is the provision 
that is accessible 
of sufficient 
quality and 
appropriately 
maintained? 

The existing facilities are of standard quality (69/100) with high 
standards of maintenance carried out on the five year old surface. 
The lack of good quality changing facilities and social facility 
capacity, severely limits the capabilities of the club. The club 
currently uses ancillary facilities at Atherstone Sports Club. 

What are the 
main 
characteristics of 
the future supply 
and demand for 
provision 

The TGR calculations for the Sub Area of Atherstone and Mancetter 
projects small growth in demand, however not enough to formulate 
new teams. This demand may change through a conversion of latent 
demand into actual demand, if the Council and England Hockey 
improve marketing channels, which hasn’t been apparent over recent 
years. 

Is there enough 
accessible and 
secured 
community use 
provision to meet 
future demand 

With the site being used under capacity, in certain scenarios, it is fair 
to assume that there is enough provision to meet the future demand 
for hockey in the study area. The security of long term use also 
enhances the ability of the club to plan and grow their membership 
base, albeit unlikely following consultation with the club. 
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 RECOMMENDATIONS AND ACTION PLAN 

 Delivering the Action Plan 

 To facilitate the development of sport and physical activity across North Warwickshire, it 

is advised that the Steering Group, set up as part of the Playing Pitch Strategy project, 

continues to work together to deliver the recommendations defined as part of this 

strategy. 

 Through a detailed supply and demand analysis of the 4 sports included in the scope of 

the strategy, as well as stakeholder consultations across the study area, an action plan 

has been created, which will guide the steering group in their delivery of sports provision 

and facility decisions over the next 14 years. 

 This section provides a detailed action plan, broken down by site with clear owners, 

timescales and expected resources. This is shown overleaf in Table 7.1. 

 In addition to funding by North Warwickshire Borough Council (NWBC), the table 

identifies potential sources of external funding. It should be noted that funding for the 

actions below could come from one, or a combination, of funding sources shown below. 

This is not an exhaustive list and could be extended to other sources, depending on 

availability. 

• CIL Monies 

• Section 106 funding 

• Community Grants Schemes 

 The Action Plan does not identify all those clubs that may be partners or provide 

resources in relation to its delivery.  It is assumed that where clubs have a long-standing 

interest in a specific site that they will be a partner in delivering the actions and contribute 

financially or in-kind where appropriate. 

 The Action Plan does not identify NWBC as a key resource either in terms of officer time 

or finance, except for those sites owned and/or managed by the Council.  However, the 

Council has an interest in all those projects delivered within the local authority area and 

may contribute towards them either financially or in-kind, as appropriate and subject to 

available resources. 

 Overall Recommendations  

 The following high level recommendations for the study area are summarised below; 

• Continue to invest in the grass pitches across the study area, to 

improve the quality (reducing the amount of cancelled games during 

periods of poor weather) and to encourage greater community use of 

existing sites. The pitches of poorest quality are located at Austrey 

Playing Field (2 x adult football), Birch Coppice Sports and Social 

Club (adult football) Gun Hill Playing Fields (2 x adult football) Michael 
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Drayton Junior School (2 x mini soccer). Future investment should be 

prioritised to improve the quality and maintenance of these pitches; in 

addition to the reconfiguration and reallocation of pitch size and sports 

pitch types (for example, from poor quality to standard quality; from 

adult-sized to youth-sized; and from football and cricket pitches, to 

cricket only). 

• Invest and develop in multi-sport hubs, such as Atherstone Sports 

Club and Spartan Unity Association Grounds. Extend, refurbish or 

replace changing and ancillary provision that are not fit-for-purpose to 

enable for all demand to be accommodated.  

• Increase the provision of 3G AGP provision across the study area, 

with the development of at least 2 full size pitches. Opportunities to 

deliver the recommended provision of full size AGP’s should be 

explored, including within and surrounding the proposed growth 

areas. North Warwickshire Cricket Club and Atherstone Sports Club 

have been identified as potential locations of the new AGPs. 

• A key objective for the FA is to maximise the use of 3G pitches for 

competitive football match play. This will increase the quality of 

provision, reduce the number of cancellations and help to address 

future demand. Affordable pricing policy that includes match based 

charges in line with grass pitches should be a consideration. North 

Warwickshire Cricket Club has expressed desire to install a 3G AGP 

on the site, as well as appropriate changing facilities for Women's 

football. However, further feasibility work is required to determine the 

financial sustainability of new AGP provision at this site. 

• Address the football pitch capacity issues at periods of peak demand 

by moving mini and youth football to the 3G AGP provision at Coleshill 

FC, while working with the leagues and clubs to establish a more 

flexible kick-off policy and allow teams to play throughout the day on 

Saturday’s and Sunday’s.  

• Aston Villa Football Club training ground and Academy (Bodymoor 

Heath site) will be impacted by the route of HS2, and it is understood 

that Aston Villa will wish to replace and relocate a number of its 

pitches (including artificial grass pitch) on land adjacent to the same 

site.  There is very limited wider community use of the training ground, 

pitches or other facilities at the site. Given the health and wellbeing 

and community safety priorities for the Borough and its communities, 

however, there is a significant opportunity to engage with the Club, to 

develop and implement existing community programmes, which would 

benefit the health and wellbeing of North Warwickshire’s residents. 

• Open dialogue between Haunchwood Sports Junior FC and NWBC to 

determine the Club’s appetite for an Asset Transfer of Arley Sports 

Centre. the site. 
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• Queen Elizabeth School and Sports College current full-sized sand-

based AGP surface is five years old and is likely to require resurfacing 

in another five years. The costs of resurfacing this pitch should be 

ensured to protect the development of Hockey in the borough. 

• For Cricket, it is recommended that the pitch at Ansley Workshops be 

reconfigured and maintained as cricket pitches only. Ansley Sports 

CC has previously use the site and therefore support should be 

provided to reintroduce junior cricket at this site.  

• Utilise the funding opportunities and strategic direction provided by 

the ECB Cricket Unleashed strategy to provide fit for purpose facilities 

and programmes Spartan Unity Association Grounds. Work with the 

ECB to target inactive participants and engage them with Cricket, 

while tracking the data and demonstrating the return on any 

investment. Also resurface the poor quality non-turf pitches and 

practice nets at Spartan Unity Association Grounds, Ansley 

Workshops, Coleshill CC, Corley CC, Water Orton CC and Wishaw 

CC. 

• The general maintenance of rugby pitches should be improved in 

order to increase carrying capacity of pitches in high demand. 

Especially at Keresley RFC, which clubhouse is in need of 

refurbishment, and the Club should be supported in its plans to 

improve this facility.  

• It is recommended that all playing pitch sites and outdoor sports 

facilities should be protected within the study area and therefore no 

provision should be lost to redevelopment for other uses. 

• Where identified in the site-by-site analysis, look to re-designate 

council sites as open space or for alternative physical activity uses, to 

provide a more focussed objective for pitch maintenance and to 

increase the quality of a smaller number of facilities. These sites are 

at Brett’s Hall, Memorial Park (football pitches only) and Kitwood 

Recreation Ground. 

 



                                   
   
  North Warwickshire Playing Pitch Strategy 

 87 

 Table 7.1 contains the full action plan for the North Warwickshire Borough Council PPS. The actions 

are split by sport and site, to provide specific direction on how facilities should be improved and 

invested in. It should be noted that not all sites have actions allocated to them, as it is unrealistic to 

expect funding partners to contribute to improvements at all facilities across a local authority.  

Notes on Action Plan 

Issue/ opportunity: The issue or opportunity that can be addressed 
Key Actions: Numbering indicates order of preference 
Partners: Bold identifies action lead 
Resources: Key resource implications (time and money) 
Timescale: Short: 0–2 yrs Medium: 2-5 yrs Long 5-10 yrs 
Priority: Low, Medium and High, depending on overall impact for sports participation 
Overall Cost: 

- All costs are estimated, based on 4 global desktop research and consultation with 

industry experts. These are not based on firm pricing or quotes from reputable 

contractors, unless stated otherwise 

- All maintenance costs represent the full cost for maintaining the pitches. They do not, 

therefore, reflect any maintenance that is currently being undertaken at the site and 

the cost incurred for these services. In reality, the cost for additional maintenance 

would be reflected by an increase of the current maintenance cost, rather than the 

full price stated as part of this action plan 

- Where prices are stated for IOG pitch assessment, figures are based on 2 days @ 

£750 per day. If multiple sites are to be included within the same audit, there is an 

opportunity to assess 4 sites per day, with a minimal increase in the cost for writing 

up the assessments 

- In addition to the sources identified in the bibliography below, life cycle costings are 

also available at the following link; https://www.sportengland.org/media/4250/life-

cycle-costs-natural-turf-pitches-april-2012.pdf 

 

 

  

https://www.sportengland.org/media/4250/life-cycle-costs-natural-turf-pitches-april-2012.pdf
https://www.sportengland.org/media/4250/life-cycle-costs-natural-turf-pitches-april-2012.pdf
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Table 7.1 – North Warwickshire PPS Action Plan 

Site Sub-area 
Action 
ID/Ref 

Issue / opportunity Key Action(s) Partners 
Resources/ 
Overall Cost 

Timescale Priority 

Ansley 
Workshops 

Arley & 
Whitacre 

Crick – 1 
Enhance 

The pitch quality and presence 
of mole hills means the pitch is 
no longer fit for use.  
 
The practice nets and wicket 
covers are of poor quality. 
 

1. It is recommended that the 
quality of the pitch at this site 
be improved, reconfigured and 
maintained as cricket pitches 
only.  
2. Work with Ansley Sports CC 
to reintroduce junior cricket at 
this site. 
3. Work with ECB to fund the 
refurbishment/replacement of 
practice facility and equipment, 
and non-turf wickets. 

ECB 
NWBC 
Ansley Sports 
CC  

ECB, NWBC 
and Cricket 
club 
 
£20,000 for 
replacing 
nets 
 
£20,000 for 
NTP 
 
£2,000 to 
£5,000 for 
covers 

Medium Medium 

Brett’s Hall Arley & 
Whitacre 

Foot-1 
Enhance 

This site is not currently used 
by local football teams due to a 
lack of demand for adult 
football. 

This site should be designated 
as Open Space in the Local 
Plan. 

NWBC NWBC officer 
time 

Short Low 

Gun Hill 
Playing 
Fields 

Arley & 
Whitacre 

Foot-2 
Enhance 

There are issues of pitch 
quality, particularly in 
goalmouth areas, as well as an 
undulating playing surface and 
rabbit holes posing a risk of 
injury to players.  

Reconfigure and maintain as a 
Youth or Mini Soccer pitches.  
Haunchwood Sports Junior FC 
and NWBC (site owners) take 
place to determine the Club’s 
appetite for an Asset Transfer 
of the site. 

Parish Council 
FA 
IOG 
 

£200 – IOG 
assessment 
 
£40,000 for 
pitch works 

Short High 

Atherstone 
Sports 
Club 

Atherston
e & 
Mancetter 

Foot-3 
Enhance  
 
 
Crick-2 
Enhance 

Ancillary facilities on site are of 
adequate quality but space is 
limited and the club are 
struggling to accommodate 
their growing demand.  
The changing provision at the 
site is not fit-for-purpose and 
requires extension. 

To help meet the Club’s 
aspiration of accommodating 
all of its teams at the site. 
Continue to work with the club 
to develop an ancillary facility 
that is fit-for-purpose for the 
club’s needs and is 
sustainable.  

NWBC  
The FA 
Sport England 
ECB 
Atherstone 
Sports Club 
 
 

NWBC capital 
funding 
Grant funding 
(various 
sources 
depending on 
target market) 
NWBC officer 
time 

Med Med 
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Action 
ID/Ref 

Issue / opportunity Key Action(s) Partners 
Resources/ 
Overall Cost 

Timescale Priority 

 
£645,000 (4 
team 
changing 
facility and 
club room) 

Atherstone 
Town 
Football 
Club 
Limited 

Atherston
e & 
Mancetter 

Foot-4 
Enhance 

The Club require stadium 
improvements to satisfy the 
league regulations.  

Identify a financially 
sustainable scheme for 
improved facilities either at this 
site or at an alternative 
location. 

The FA 
NWBC 
Atherstone 
Town FC 

FA and NWBC 
officer time 

 
Med 

 
High 

Mancetter 
Recreation 
Ground 

Atherston
e & 
Mancetter 

Foot-5 
Enhance 

There are two adult pitches 
located at the site, one of which 
is unused due to a lack of 
demand in the area for adult 
football.  

It is recommended that the 
unused pitch at this site be 
reconfigured as a Youth 
football pitch and used by 
clubs that have identified latent 
demand, such as Atherstone 
Rangers FC. 

NWBC 
FA 
Atherstone 
Rangers FC 

NWBC officer 
time 

Short Med 

Outwoods 
Primary 
School 

Atherston
e & 
Mancetter 

Foot-6 
Enhance 

The School is planning to 
improve access to changing 
provision for the wider 
community. 

The School is to be supported 
to increase community use of 
the site. 

NWBC 
FA 
Outwoods 
Primary School 

NWBC officer 
time 

Med Low 

Queen 
Elizabeth 
School and 
Sports 
College 

Atherston
e & 
Mancetter 

Rugby-1  
Enhance 
 
Foot – 7 
Enhance 
 
Hock -1 
Enhance 
 
 

1. Enhancement to all grass 
pitches on this site would allow 
for use by Atherstone RFC, 
which site is over-capacity, and 
Atherstone Rangers FC, who 
has identified latent demand.  
 
2. The current full-sized sand-
based AGP surface is five 
years old and is likely to require 
resurfacing in another five 
years. 
 
3. Although the pitches at the 
site satisfied the criteria to 
achieve a Standard rating it 
should be noted that they 
achieved the minimum score to 
satisfy this rating (50%) 

1. Work with the College to 
enhance the quality of the 
junior football and rugby 
pitches. 
 
 
2. Ensure a ‘sinking fund’ is put 
in place to cover the cost of 
resurfacing. 
 
3. Increase maintenance 
regime 

RFU 
England 
Hockey 
Queen 
Elizabeth 
School and 
Sports College 
Atherstone RFC 
Atherstone 
Rangers FC 
NWBC 

RFU and 
England 
Hockey officer 
time 
 
£200 – IOG 
assessment 
 
£3,000-£7,000 
for increased 
maintenance 
regime 
and/or 
£23,000 for 
drainage 

Long Low 
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Site Sub-area 
Action 
ID/Ref 

Issue / opportunity Key Action(s) Partners 
Resources/ 
Overall Cost 

Timescale Priority 

 

Ridge Lane Atherston
e & 
Mancetter 

Foot-8 
Enhance 

The pitch and changing 
facilities are of poor quality and 
in need of improvement.  
A long-term lease for Ridge 
Lane FC would allow the Club 
to apply for grant funding for 
improvements to the facilities. 

1. To secure a long term lease 
for the Club 
2. To refurbish the ancillary 
facilities 

NWBC 
FA 
Ridge Lane FC 

NWBC and FA 
officer time 
and facility 
funding 
 
£75,000+  
(depending 
on scope of 
works, to be 
confirmed 
following 
assessment 
from NWBC, 
Club and FA) 

Short Low 

Royal 
Meadow 
Drive 

Atherston
e & 
Mancetter 

Rugby-2 
Enhance 

1. A long-term lease for 
Atherstone RFC would allow 
the Club to apply for grant 
funding for improvements to the 
facilities. 
 
2. The security of the site needs 
improving in order to deter 
informal use of the pitches and 
extend the weekly carrying 
capacity of the pitches.  
 
3, Improvement of the 
maintenance of the pitches is 
required to increase the 
carrying capacity of the pitches. 
 
4. Expansion of the clubhouse, 
drainage and maintenance of 
the pitches should also be 
improved once security of the 
site is improved. 

 
1. To secure a long term lease 
for the Club. 
2. Installation of pitch barrier to 
prevent unauthorized usage. 
3. Work with the IOG to 
undertake a detailed technical 
assessment of the pitches 
4. Install new artificial drainage 
or improve the maintenance 
regime at the site, depending 
on the results of action 3. 
5. Refurbish or replace the 
current changing 
accommodation.  
 
 

NWBC 
RFU 

RFU Facility 
Funding  
 
£5,000 –
fencing 
£200 – IOG 
assessment 
£115,000 
(drainage) 
plus £10,400 
(ongoing 
maintenance) 
 

Medium Low 
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Action 
ID/Ref 

Issue / opportunity Key Action(s) Partners 
Resources/ 
Overall Cost 

Timescale Priority 

3M United 
Kingdom 
PLC 

Atherston
e & 
Mancetter 

Foot-9 
Enhance 

The football pitch is subject to 
drainage issues, as highlighted 
by the Club. Security of tenure 
for the Club should be explored 
in order to attract grant funding 
for improvement to the pitch 
drainage. 
The site owners have the 
pitches earmarked for future 
employment development. 

FA to work with the club to 
establish a long term security 
of tenure through the extension 
of the existing lease. 
Should the lease not be 
secured, and the land is 
developed for employment, 
like-for-like provision is to be 
provided within the Atherstone 
& Mancetter Sub Area.  

FA 
NWBC 
3M United 
Kingdom PLC 

NWBC/ FA 
officer time 

 
£200 – IOG 
assessment 
 
£3,000-£7,000 
for increased 
maintenance 
regime 
and/or 
£11,500 for 
drainage 

Short High 

Boot Hill Baddeley 
& 
Grendon 

Foot-10 
Enhance 

This site has previously been 
used by local teams. However, 
the deterioration in pitch quality 
and presence of mole hills 
means the pitch is no longer fit 
for use. 

The improvement of existing 
provision should be prioritised, 
however if this is not possible 
then new pitch development 
elsewhere on the site should 
be explored. FA and IOG to 
work with the club to explore 
solutions to maximizing the 
capacity of the site. It is 
recommended that an Adult 
pitch be marked and 
maintained. 

FA 
NWBC 

£200 – IOG 
assessment 
 
£3,000-£7,000 
for increased 
maintenance 
regime 
and/or 
£11,500 for 
drainage 

Short Med 

Baddesley 
Recreation 
Ground 

Baddeley 
& 
Grendon 

Foot-11 
Enhance 

There is a lack of sufficient 
match day car parking at the 
site, which causes congestion 
on nearby roads. The changing 
facilities are dated and in a poor 
condition. 

To improve the car parking and 
changing facilities at the site. 

FA 
NWBC 

NWBC and FA 
funding 
 
£50,000 
changing 
facilities 
£20,000 car 
parking 

Med Low 

Memorial 
Park 

Coleshill Foot- 12 
Enhance 

There was no demand recorded 
for this site and a surplus of 
pitches in the Coleshill Sub 
Area has been identified. 

It is recommended that this site 
be redesignated as Open 
Space in the Local Plan. 

NWBC NWBC officer 
time 

Short Low 
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Site Sub-area 
Action 
ID/Ref 

Issue / opportunity Key Action(s) Partners 
Resources/ 
Overall Cost 

Timescale Priority 

Crick-3 
Enhance 

The practice nets and wicket 
covers are of poor quality. 
 

Work with ECB to fund the 
refurbishment/replacement of 
practice facility and equipment. 

ECB 
Coleshill Cricket 
Club 

ECB 
Coleshill 
Cricket Club  
£20,000 for 
replacing 
nets. 

Short Low 

Bodymoor 
Heath 
(Aston Villa 
FC) 

Curdworth
, Hurley & 
Wood End 

Foot-13 
Provide 

The ground will be impacted by 
the route of HS2, and it is 
understood that Aston Villa will 
wish to replace and relocate a 
number of its pitches (including 
artificial grass pitch) on land 
adjacent to the same site. 
The presence of the 
professional football club in the 
Borough has limited 
significance for the local 
community.  

There is a significant 
opportunity to engage with the 
Club, to develop and 
implement existing community 
programmes, which would 
benefit the health and 
wellbeing of North 
Warwickshire’s residents.   
These opportunities could 
include working with and in, 
local schools, community 
football clubs and the wider 
community.  Such initiatives 
could be part of any discussion 
with the Club on the 
development of replacement 
pitches and planning gain. 

NWBC 
The FA 
Aston Villa FC 

NWBC/ FA 
officer time 

Med Med 

Spartan 
Unity 
Association 
Grounds 

Curdworth
, Hurley & 
Wood End 

Crick-4 
Enhance 

The non-turf cricket wicket will 
require refurbishing in time for 
next season (2018). This is high 
priority, due to the ECB’s 
ambitions to make facilities 
available for casual cricket and 
non- ‘formal provision’ 
 

1. Refurbish the non-turf pitch 
2. Through the Cricket 
Unleashed strategy, look to 
increase the usage of this site 
and liaise with Last Man 
Stands regarding their future 
use of the site. 
 

Spartan Unity 
Association 
Grounds  
ECB  
Last Man 
Stands 

ECB facility 
funding  
Spartan Unity 
Association 
Grounds  
funding 
 
£20,000 for 
full new-build 
non-turf pitch 

Short Med 

Rugby-3 
Enhance 

The existing two senior pitches 
at the site are unable to cater 
for the Club’s demand, which 
results in the site being 1 
matches/training match 
equivalents over-capacity per 
week. Enhancement to the two 
adult rugby pitches by 

1. Work with the IOG to 
undertake a detailed technical 
assessment of the pitches 
2. Install new artificial drainage 
or improve the maintenance 
regime at the site, depending 
on the results of action 1. 
3. If 3G AGP provision in the 

Spartan Unity 
Association 
Grounds  
RFU 
 

RFU facilities 
funding 
£200 – IOG 
assessment 
 
£115,000 
(drainage) 
plus £10,400 

Med Med 
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Site Sub-area 
Action 
ID/Ref 

Issue / opportunity Key Action(s) Partners 
Resources/ 
Overall Cost 

Timescale Priority 

improving the drainage and 
maintenance of the pitches, 
would create enough carrying 
capacity to satisfy current and 
future demand from the Club. 

area is improved, look to move 
mid-week training demand 
onto the new provision, to 
reduce the utilisation of the 
current grass pitches. 

(ongoing 
maintenance) 

Rugby-4 
Provide 

The changing accommodation 
is in a poor condition and with 
no segregation. The Rugby 
Club should be supported in its 
plans to replace the changing 
facilities at the site. The Rugby 
Club would like to install 
floodlights and aim to relocate 1 
senior pitch and training area. 

To enable for all demand to be 
accommodate on this site, 
support should be provided to 
the Club in its plan for 
redevelopment of its changing 
facilities and pitches. 

Spartan Unity 
Association 
Grounds  
RFU 
 

Grant funding 
(various 
sources 
depending on 
target market) 
NWBC officer 
time 
 
£240,000 -
£645,000(dep
ending on 
scope of 
work) 

Med Med 

Hams Hall 
pitches / 
Coleshill 
Town Colts 
Football 
Club 

Curdworth
, Hurley & 
Wood End 

Foot-14 
Provide 

Coleshill Town Colts FC is 
planning to install and Mini 5v5 
pitch and should be supported 
in this as the Curdworth, Hurley 
& Wood End Sub Area has a 
deficit in Mini 5v5 pitches. 
The site owners wish to release 
the land for development. 
Should this happen, the pitches 
at this site should be re-
provided (to the same standard 
or better) elsewhere in the Sub 
Area. 

The improvement of existing 
provision should be prioritised, 
however if this is not possible 
then new pitch development 
elsewhere on the site should 
be explored. FA and IOG to 
work with the club to explore 
solutions to maximizing the 
capacity of the site. 

NWBC 
EON 
FA 
IOG 
Coleshill Town 
Colts FC 
 
 

EON Facility 
funding 
FA Facility 
Funding 
 
£1,500 – IOG 
assessment 
 
Up to £50,000 
(grass pitch 
installation) 

Short Med 

King 
George V 
Playing 
Fields 

Curdworth
, Hurley & 
Wood End 

Foot -15 
Enhance 

There is no usage of this site 
recorded as part of this study. 
TGRs and projected population 
rates for the Borough identify a 
deficit of Mini 5v5 pitches in the 
Curdworth, Hurley & Wood End 
Sub Area. 

1. Mark and maintain mini-
soccer pitches, to increase the 
overall capacity of the site. 

Parish Council 
Maintenance 
contractor 
FA 

Parish Council 
maintenance 
funding 
FA officer time 

Short Med 

Piccadilly 
Sports 
Ground 

Curdworth
, Hurley & 
Wood End 

Foot-16 
Enhance 

There are issues regarding the 
reliability of the existing 
management of the Pavilion. 

Kingsbury Aztecs FC and 
NWBC (site owners) to 
determine the Club’s appetite 

NWBC 
Kingsbury 
Aztecs FC 

 
 

 
 
Med 

 
 
Low 
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Action 
ID/Ref 

Issue / opportunity Key Action(s) Partners 
Resources/ 
Overall Cost 

Timescale Priority 

 
Kingsbury Aztecs projects a 
growth across all age groups 
and are expected to exceed 
capacity at Kingsbury School in 
coming years.  

for an Asset Transfer of the 
site.  
 
To explore the possibility of 
reconfiguring current provision 
in order to accommodate future 
junior demand from Kingsbury 
Aztecs FC 

FA NWBC officer 
time 

Wishaw 
Cricket 
Club 

Curdworth
, Hurley & 
Wood End 

Crick – 5 
Enhance 

Current practice net was 
identified as of very poor quality 
during site assessment  

Current practice net was 
identified as of very poor 
quality during site assessment. 

ECB 
Wishaw Cricket 
Club 

ECB 
Wishaw 
Cricket Club 
 
£20,000 for 
replacing 
nets. 

Short Low 

Corley 
Cricket 
Club 

Fillongley Crick- 6 
Enhance 

Current practice net was 
identified as of very poor quality 
during site assessment 

Current practice net was 
identified as of very poor 
quality during site assessment. 

ECB 
Corley Cricket 
Club 

ECB 
Corley Cricket 
Club  
 
£20,000 for 
replacing 
nets. 

Short Low 

Crick – 7 
Provide 

This site is over capacity by 34 
matches per season and 
therefore is in need of 
additional provision.  
The changing provision at the 
site is not fit-for-purpose and 
requires extension. 

To enable for all demand to be 
accommodate on this site, 
support should be provided to 
the Club in its plan for 
redevelopment of its changing 
facilities. A second grass 
wicket should be added to the 
existing site to address the 
current deficit and any further 
growth in demand. 
 

ECB 
Chorley CC 

Grant funding 
(various 
sources 
depending on 
target market) 
NWBC officer 
time 
 
£240,000 
(basic 
changing 
facility) 

Med High 

Keresley 
RFC 

Fillongley Rugby – 
5 
Enhance 

1. This site is over capacity by 
one match per season and 
therefore is in need of improved 
provision.  
2. The clubhouse at the site is 
in need of refurbishment 

1. Explore options of 
refurbishing or rebuilding the 
existing ageing clubhouse.  
2. Improve the currently 
dysfunctional artificial 
drainage, which was installed 
over 30 years ago. 

RFU  
Keresley RFC 
 

£200 – IOG 
assessment 
 
£3,000-£7,000 
for increased 
maintenance 
regime 

Med Med 
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Overall Cost 
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and/or 
£11,500 for 
drainage 

Hartshill 
School 

Hartshill Foot- 17 
Enhance 

This site is used by students of 
Hartshill School and teams of 
Hartshill Sports Club. There are 
drainage issues with the 
pitches, which is causing 
matches to be cancelled. 

Undertake a review with the 
Institute of Groundsmanship 
(IOG) to identify the cause of 
the poor drainage and, 
following the results of this 
study, either install artificial 
drainage at the site or work 
with the school/club to improve 
the maintenance regime. 

FA 
IOG 

FA funding for 
IOG cost 
 
£200 for IOG 
assessment 
plus c.£2,000 
- £5,000 per 
year for 
maintenance 

Short Low 

Michael 
Drayton 
Junior 
School 

Hartshill 
Foot- 18 
Enhance 

The Council receives requests 
from Hartshill FC for use of an 
additional pitch on an 
occasional basis. 

Support the School in offering 
community access during peak 
times to Hartshill FC. 

Michael 
Drayton Junior 
School 
Hartshill FC 
FA 
NWBC 

 
 
NWBC officer 
time 

 
Med 

 
Low 

Kingsbury 
School - 
Specialist 
Science 
and Maths 
College 

Kingsbury Foot -19 
Enhance 

The changing facilities are of 
poor quality and in need of 
improvement.  
A long-term lease be agreed 
between the Council and 
Kingsbury Aztecs FC would 
allow the Club to apply for grant 
funding for improvements to the 
facilities. 

To secure a long term lease for 
the Club 
To refurbish the ancillary 
facilities 

NWBC 
FA 
Kingsbury 
Aztecs FC 

NWBC and FA 
funding 
 
£50,000 

Short Low 

Sycamore 
Road 

Kingsbury 
Foot– 20 
Enhance 

There are no changing facilities 
or car parking at the site. 

To review the need for new 
ancillary facilities. If still 
required, work with the FA to 
fund the installation of these. 

NWBC 
FA 

NWBC and FA 
facility funding 
£150,000 

Long High 

Austrey 
Playing 
Field 

Newton 
Regis & 
Warton 

Foot -21 
Enhance 

This site is used by Tamworth 
Town Junior FC (located 
outside North Warwickshire). 
There are drainage issues with 
the pitches, which is causing 
matches to be cancelled. The 
site is located within the path of 
the proposed HS2 route. 
 

1. Undertake a review with the 
Institute of Groundsmanship 
(IOG) to identify the cause of 
the poor drainage and, 
following the results of this 
study, either install artificial 
drainage at the site or improve 
the maintenance regime. 

NWBC 
HS2 Developer 
FA 
IOG 

NWBC officer 
time 
FA funding for 
IOG cost 
 
£200 for IOG 
assessment 
plus c.£2,000 
- £5,000 per 

Short Medium 
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Overall Cost 

Timescale Priority 

2. As part of the overall 
development scheme for the 
HS2, the pitches and 
associated facilities at this site 
should be re-provided like-for-
like (or better) in terms of 
quality and quantity. 

year for 
maintenance 

Warton 
Recreation 
Ground 

Newton 
Regis & 
Warton 

Foot – 
22 
Enhance 

Warton FC report that the grass 
is not cut regularly by the site 
owner, causing a poor playing 
surface. 

It is recommended that the 
maintenance at this site is 
improved so that the grass is 
cut more regularly. 

NWBC NWBC officer 
time 

Short Low 

North 
Warwickshi
re Cricket 
Club 

Poleswort
h & 
Dordon 

Foot– 23 
Enhance 

1, Changing facilities were 
identified as of poor quality and 
local teams have no access 
when using the site – the 
school have expressed a desire 
to increase community use on 
site. The site also suffers from 
dog fouling and littering 
problems. 
2.The site also suffers from 
vandalism, with damages and 
anti-social behaviour by local 
kids.  
3. The Club has expressed 
desire to install a 3G AGP on 
the site, as well as appropriate 
changing facilities for Women's 
football.  

1. Refurbish or replace the 
current changing 
accommodation.  
 
2. Increase the security of the 
site with additional signage and 
the potentially installing a 
fence. 
 
3. Further feasibility work is 
required to determine the 
financial sustainability of an 
AGP at this site. 
 

NWBC 
FA 
North 
Warwickshire 
Cricket Club 

NWBC Facility 
Funding 
FA Facility 
Funding 
 
North 
Warwickshire 
Cricket 
 
£10,000 - 
£20,000 for 
ancillary 
refurbishmen
t (depending 
on scope) 
 
£5,000 -
fencing 

Medium Medium 

Birch 
Coppice 
Sports and 
Social Club 

Poleswort
h & 
Dordon 

Foot –24 
Enhance 

1. The pitch is sloped and has 
areas of undulation, which 
poses a potential injury risk to 
players.  
2. The car park and changing 
facilities are dated and in need 
of refurbishment.  

1. Ensure the pitch is made 
safer for community use. 
 
2. Refurbish or replace the 
current changing 
accommodation and car park. 
 

NWBC  
FA 
Birch Coppice 
Sports and 
Social Club  
 

NWBC Facility 
Funding 
FA Facility 
Funding 
 
£20,000 for 
pitch works 
 
£20,000 - 
£40,000 for 
ancillary 
refurbishmen

1. Short 
 
 
2. Long 

1. High 
 
 
2. Med 
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t (depending 
on scope) 
£200 – IOG 
assessment 

Kitwood 
Recreation 
Ground 

Poleswort
h & 
Dordon 

Foot– 25 
Enhance 

There is no demand recorded 
at this site and no pitches were 
marked out at time of 
assessment.  

It is recommended that this site 
is redesignated as Open 
Space in the Local Plan 

NWBC NWBC officer 
time 

Short Low 

Polesworth 
School 

Poleswort
h & 
Dordon 

Foot –26 
Enhance 

The pitches often become 
water-logged due to a lack of 
artificial drainage at the site. 
The changing facilities are of 
poor quality and in need of 
refurbishment.  
Loss of playing pitches at this 
site should be re-provided in 
the area to the equivalent 
quantity and quality (or better 
provision), with a formal 
Community Use Agreement. 

Support should be provided to 
the School in improving the 
pitch and ancillary facilities to 
sustain current community use 
of the site. 

NWBC 
FA 
Polesworth 
School 

£200 – IOG 
assessment 
 
£3,000-£7,000 
for increased 
maintenance 
regime 
and/or 
£11,500 for 
drainage 

Short Low 

Station 
Road 
Recreation 
Ground 

Poleswort
h & 
Dordon 

Foot– 27 
Enhance 

1. There was no demand for 
adult football recorded on the 
site. 
 
2. Although the pitches at the 
site satisfied the criteria to 
achieve a Standard rating it 
should be noted that they 
achieved the minimum score to 
satisfy this rating (51%) 
 

1.Reconfigure and maintain as 
Youth or Mini Soccer pitches, 
to would help address the 
deficit of Youth/Mini Soccer 
pitches at peak times in the 
area. 
 
2. Increase maintenance 
regime 

NWBC 
NWBC 
maintenance 
contractor 
FA 

NWBC 
maintenance 
funding 
FA officer time 
 
£3,000-£7,000 
for increased 
maintenance 
regime 
 

Short Med 

Water 
Orton 
Cricket 
Club 

Water 
Orton 

Crick – 8 
Enhance 

The practice nets and under-
utilised due to its location on 
the site. 

Support the Club in 
replacing/relocating the 
practice nets.  

ECB 
NWBC 
Water Orton CC  

ECB, NWBC 
and Cricket 
club 
 
£5,000 for 
relocating 
nets 

Medium Medium 

Old 
Saltleians 
Rugby 

Water 
Orton 

Rugby – 
6 
Provide 

Substantial improvement to 
rugby provision planned at site 
across Motorway bridge. 

The Club should be supported 
in its plans, funded by the 

RFU 
NWBC 

NWBC officer 
time 
RFU 

 
Short 

 
Low 
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Football 
Club 

Government following the 
developed of HS2. 

Old Saltleians 
Rugby Football 
Club 

Vicarage 
Lane 
Playing 
Field 

Water 
Orton 

Foot-28 
Enhance 

There is a lack of storage space 
and limited car parking spaces.  

Support Water Orton United 
FC in its plans to extend these 
provisions. 

NWBC 
Water Orton 
United FC 
FA 

NWBC officer 
time 
FA facility 
funding 

 
Med 

 
Low 
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 PLAYING PITCH DEMAND CALCULATOR  

 To assist the local authority in their implementation of the PPS, Sport England’s Playing Pitch 

Calculator (PPC) has been utilised to provide the calculation of capital and lifecycle costs to support 

the development of new sports provision. 

 The PPC uses data from the PPS, including population, Team Generation Rates, match play in peak 

period, and projected change in demand. North Warwickshire’s current population is added along 

with the population of the new residential developments, so that a pro-rata figure is calculated. In this 

case, all the new housing development (6,821 dwellings at 2.39 per dwelling) has been catered for. 

 On this basis, Figure 8.1 below shows that the total number of new pitches required to meet future 

demand is 18, with the total capital costs equalling c£2.8m and total lifecycle costs reaching nearly 

£500k per annum.  

Figure 8.1: Sport England’s PPC; total number of pitches, capital and lifecycle costs, for North 
Warwickshire. 

 

 

 It recommended that the findings of the PPC coincide with the recommendations of the PPS. The 

PPC is to be used to guide developer contributions for investment in new sports provision in North 

Warwickshire. However, improving the quality of existing provision and reconfiguring the layout of 

pitches, as per the recommendations in the PPS, should be prioritised.  

 

 


