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1.1 This is a Landscape Appraisal & Review of the North Warwickshire Meaningful Gap Assessment 

(2015) which has been prepared by North Warwickshire Borough Council. 

1.2 This report has been prepared by FPCR Environment & Design Ltd on behalf of our client, Hallam 

Land Management Ltd (HLM).  

1.3 HLM have an interest in land to the north of the B5000 (Tamworth Road) to the east of the 

Tamworth. This area of land is hereon  and is shown in Figure 1. The local 

and wider context around the site, as identified in Figure 1, is referred to as the Study Area.   

1.3 The site comprises agricultural land that lies between the urban area of Tamworth to the west 

and the M42 Motorway to the east. It is bound by the B5000 to the south and the Coventry Canal 

to the north.  

1.4 The site lies within, and on the edge of, North Warwickshire Borough (Warwickshire). Tamworth 

Borough (Staffordshire) lies immediately to the west of the site.  

1.5 This report includes a Landscape Appraisal of the site, which is based upon field visits and a 

review of published landscape characterisation work. The report also includes a review of the 

Meaningful Gap Assessment with regard to landscape matters. 

  

 

2.1 The purpose of the Landscape Appraisal is to provide an overview of the landscape character
1
 

and visual amenity
2
 of the site and the landscape of the Study Area. 

2.2 The report is based upon the guidance contained within the Guidelines for Landscape and Visual 

Impact Assessment, Third Edition (GLVIA3), (April 2013).
 3
 

 

LANDSCAPE CONTEXT  

National Context 

National Character Areas (NCA) 

2.3 Landscape character is assessed at a national level by Natural England through the use of 

National Character Area Profiles. These provide a broad contextual understanding of extensive 

landscape areas. 

2.4 The Study Area includes two NCA profiles: NCA 72 Mease/Sence Lowlands and the NCA 97 

Arden (see Figure 2).  

                                                      
1 Landscape Character: A distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of elements in the landscape that makes one landscape 
different form another, rather than better or worse (GLVIA Definition) 
2 Visual Amenity: The overall pleasantness of the views people enjoy of their surroundings, which provides an attractive visual 
setting or backdrop for the enjoyment of activities of people living, working, recreating, visiting or travelling through an area (GLVIA 
Definition) 
3 Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, Landscape Institute and the Institute of Environmental Management and 
Assessment, April 2013 



 

 

2.5 The site falls within the NCA 97 Arden 
4
 .This is an extensive landscape area that covers some 

143, 225 ha of the landscape to the south and east of Birmingham.  

2.6        Key characteristics of its character are set out below: 

 Well-wooded farmland landscape with rolling landform. 

 Geologically diverse with rocks ranging from the Precambrian to the Jurassic and 

overlain by superficial Quaternary deposits. 

 Mature oaks, mostly found within hedgerows, together with ancient woodlands, and 

plantation woodlands that often date from the time of enclosure. Woodlands include 

historic coppice bounded by woodbanks. 

 Narrow, meandering clay river valleys with long river meadows; the River Blythe SSSI 

lying between the cities of Coventry and Birmingham is a good example of this. 

 Numerous areas of former wood-pasture with large, old, oak trees often associated with 

isolated remnants of more extensive heathlands. Village greens/commons have a strong 

association with remnant lowland heath. 

 Fragmented heathland persists on poorer soils in central and northern areas. 

 Diverse field patterns, ranging from well hedged, irregular fields and small woodlands 

that contrast with larger semi regular fields on former deer park estates, such as, 

Packington Hall and Stoneleigh Park. 

 Complex and contrasting settlement pattern with some densely populated where 

traditional settlements have amalgamated to form the major West Midlands conurbation 

while some settlements remain distinct and relatively well dispersed.  

 North-eastern industrial area based around former Warwickshire coalfield, with distinctive 

colliery settlements. North-western area dominated by urban development and 

associated urban edge landscapes such as managed greenspace, for example 

allotments, gardens, parks, golf courses (rough areas) and public open spaces; playing 

fields, churchyards, cemeteries and institutional grounds (schools, hospitals). 

 Transport infrastructure, the M42, M40, M6 and M5 are major transport corridors that sit 

within the landscape of this NCA. 

  through the 

woodland cover, mature oaks, small ancient woodlands and  

 

2.7       . These are: 

 Manage and enhance the valuable woodlands, hedgerows, heathlands, distinctive field 

boundaries and enclosure patterns throughout the NCA, 

SEO 2: Create new networks of woodlands, heathlands and green infrastructure, linking urban 

areas like Birmingham and Coventry with the wider countryside to increase biodiversity, 

recreation and the potential for biomass and the regulation of climate retaining the historic 

                                                      
4 National Character Area Profile 97: Arden. Natural England (Dec 2014) 



 

 

contrast between different areas while balancing the needs for timber, biomass production, 

climate regulation, biodiversity and recreation 

increase public access, enjoyment, recreation and to retain a sense of place and history. 

SEO 4: Enhance 

meadows and standing water areas like Bittell Reservoirs to increase resource protection, such 

as regulating soil erosion, soil quality and water quality."  

County Context 

Warwickshire Landscape Guidelines (1993) 

2.8 Landscape character has been undertaken at County level through the Warwickshire Landscape 

Guidelines. Warwickshire is grouped into Seven Regional Landscape Character Area which are 

subdivided into Local Landscape Types.  

2.9 Whilst the report does not make a judgment on landscape quality (condition) or landscape 

sensitivity (susceptibility to change) it does, however, explain the key characteristics that help to 

define each Regional Character Area and Local Landscape Type.  

2.10 It is interpreted that the site and much of the Study Area around Tamworth lies within the Arden 

Regional Character Area and the Industrial Arden Local Landscape Type (see Figure 3).  

2.11 The report describes the Industrial Arden Local Landscape Type as the following: 

 Overall character and qualities 

 A rather variable, often run-down urban fringe landscape characterised by mining settlements, 

spoil heaps and pockets of farmland. 

 Characteristic features 

 A varied, often steeply undulating topography 

 Pockets of farmland, often surrounded on two or more sides by urban development 

 An often poorly defined pattern of small hedged fields 

 Small, closely spaced mining settlements, often on hill tops 

 Roads of terrace houses along roadsides 

 Disused spoil heaps with semi natural grassland and scrub 

 Golf Courses, playing fields and other non agricultural land 

 Management Strategy 

 Conserve the diversity and local distinctiveness 

 Landscape Guidelines 

 Conserve the local distinctive vernacular character of mining villages 

 Conserve and strengthen the pattern of small and medium sized hedged fields 

 Retain and manage old naturally re-vegetated spoil heaps as landscape features 



 

 

 Identify opportunities for enhancing landscape character through more creative design of public 

open space 

 Encourage the natural regeneration of hedgerow oaks 

 Enhance tree cover through small scale planting  

2.12 This part of the Arden Industrial Local Landscape Type is defined as Enhancement Zone . 

 This can be assumed to be a landscape that would benefit from a restoration of habitats and, 

 more particularly, the establishment of new habitats to provide landscape and ecological 

 enhancement. 

Warwickshire Historic Landscape Characterisation Project (2010) 

2.13 Historic landscape characterisation has been undertaken across the County.  

2.14 The landscape is subdivided into twelve . The Study Area is covered by the 

  landscape type, which is the predominant landscape type in Warwickshire covering 

 around 73% of the County. These are described as: 

  This will 

  

Planning for Landscape Change (2000)
5
 

2.15 Immediately to the west of the site is Tamworth Borough which lies within Staffordshire. There is 

currently no Borough wide Landscape Character Assessment, but landscape characterisation has 

been undertaken across the County by the Planning for Landscape Change document 

2.16  Tamworth and its fr Areas of Built Character. The Lowland Village 

Farmlands Landscape Character Type lies within the northern part of the Study Area and is 

Landscape enhancement  policy objective. (Figure 3) 

 

Local Context 

North Warwickshire Landscape Character Assessment (2010)
6
 

2.17 Landscape characterisation has been prepared for North Warwickshire Borough. The landscape 

is separated into a series of Landscape Character Areas.  

2.18 The site lies more or less evenly between two large Character Areas. These are the Tamworth 

Fringe Uplands, and the Anker Valley, which incorporates the landscape around the settlments of 

Polesworth and Dordon (Figure 4). 

2.19 The key characteristics of the Tamworth Fringe Uplands are described below: 

 Gently undulating indistinct landform 

 Predominantly open arable land with little tree cover 

 Fragmented landscape with a complex mix of agricultural, industrial and urban fringe land 

uses 

                                                      
5
 Planning for Landscape Change Planning for Landscape Change: Supplementary 

Planning Guidance to the Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent Structure Plan 1996  2011, Staffordshire County Council, (2000) 
6
 North Warwickshire Landscape Character Assessment & Landscape Capacity Study, North Warwickshire Borough Council, 

(2010) 



 

 

 Heavily influenced by adjacent settlement edges of Tamworth and Dordon and by large 

scale modern industry at Kingsbury, and in the vicinity of the M42 motorway junction 

 Unifying presence of the M42 motorway, which passes through within a planted cutting 

 Network of busy roads in and around Tamworth 

 Generally large, open arable fields between urban land uses with no or low trimmed hedges 

and few hedgerow trees 

 Pockets of permanent pasture in small hedged fields survive adjacent to Freasley and 

Whateley 

 Former mining activity has created several large spoil tips, now reclaimed but remain 

sparsely vegetated, the large tip south of the M42 junction 10 is a significant visual detractor 

 Open internal views contained within wider landscape by peripheral settlement, woodland 

and landform, although there are longer views across the Tame Valley from the western 

edge of the area   

2.20 Its Landscape Character is defined as the following: 

An indistinct and variable landscape, with relatively flat open arable fields and pockets of 

 pastoral land, fragmented by restored spoil heaps, large scale industrial buildings and busy 

 roads, and bordered by the settlement edges of Tamworth, Dordon and Kingsbury and with 

 wooded horizon to the south. The M42 motorway has a dominant and unifying presence, passing 

 through the area within a planted cutting. The industry has direct links to the M42 junction 10, 

 also within the area.  

To the north large scale modern industrial sheds at Tamworth have an  urbanising influence 

along with the settlement of Dordon, located upon the crest of a gentle  escarpment. To the 

south extensive employment areas, including Kingsbury Link Business Park and the large 

structures at the oil storage depot frame the area. Coal mining has greatly influenced the 

character of this area, particularly with regard to settlement character and the  legacy of spoil 

tips, Dordon and Piccadilly at the peripheries of the area are former mining settlements, Piccadilly 

includes distinctive rows of red brick terraced housing. Within the area  there are several large 

pockets of land disturbed by former mining operations with remnant recently restored spoil heaps, 

the spoil heap just south of the M42 motorway junction is particularly large in scale and a visual 

detractor within the local area. The base is now encircled by large scale modern industrial units at 

Birch Hill Coppice Business Park.  

Several smaller  settlements are located within this area; these are Birchmoor close to Dordon 

located on elevated land, and surrounded by open arable fields, and Freasley and Whateley, both 

with red brick and white rendered vernacular buildings, narrow lanes and adjacent surviving

 pockets of permanent  pasture in small hedged fields. The latter villages are relatively peaceful 

in comparison to the busy land uses generally across the area.  

Although farmland makes up a significant proportion of  the landscape much of this land has a 

run-down character, with gappy, poorly managed hedgerows. Tree cover within this area is low, 

and the M42 motorway corridor provides the most notable stretch of tree planting. Woodland 

blocks adjacent to the southern boundary are located within the adjacent area; they contain this 

area and provide separation from the deeply rural landscape to the south.  



 

 

Generally the indistinct topography and combination of peripheral elements limits open views to 

within the area, with particularly open views across the landscape south of the M42 junction. To 

the west as the topography dips slightly towards the river Tame  there are some longer views 

across the Tame Valley wetlands, these views include pylons and employment areas within 

Tamworth. 

2.21 In terms of Landscape Management and Guidelines, the report concludes: 

Although a few pockets of the historic landscape structure remain, generally this landscape 

would benefit from   

2.22 The key characteristics of the Anker Valley are described below: 

 Valley landform; narrow, steep and strongly undulating to the north and an indistinct, gently 

sloping, broad valley to the south; 

 Predominantly an intensively farmed arable landscape but with pockets of pastoral land 

around the settlements and close to the river; 

 Peripheral settlements of Shuttington, Polesworth, Dordon, Atherstone and Mancetter and 

busy connecting lanes have an urbanising influence; 

 The Coventry Canal and River Anker wind discretely through the valley, often only evident by 

the many hump back bridges; 

 Busy transport corridors include the A5, the M42 and the West Coast main rail line; 

 Relatively tranquil parkland and rural character around Grendon Park and Caldecote Hall; 

 An open landscape with few areas of woodland and pockets of riparian scrub and 

regenerating woodland on former colliery sites; 

 Mining subsidence has resulted in the wetland flashes at Alvecote and Pooley Country Park; 

 In the north Alvecote Priory and Alvecote Marina; 

 Recreation at Dobbies Nursery; 

 Wide open views across t  

2.23 Its Landscape Character is defined as the following: 

A visually open and broad, indistinct valley becoming steeper and more defined to the north 

close to Polesworth. The River Anker weaves discretely through the valley bottom and the 

Coventry Canal takes a straighter course south of the river. 

The land use across this character area is predominantly farmland; however the character varies 

as a result of the complex mix of peripheral settlements and associated urban land uses. Busy 

transport corridors include the M42; which passes through the north on a viaduct, the A5; which 

follows the boundary of the character area along the upper slopes and the West Coast main 

railway line; which follows the course of the river through the lower reaches of the valley and is 

clearly discernible by the overhead rail gantries. A network of busy lanes between the peripheral 

settlements of Polesworth, Dordon, Atherstone, Mancetter and Nuneaton to the south also has an 

urbanising effect, only the remoter Grendon Park and Caldecote Hall feel relatively tranquil. 

Polesworth and Dordon are located upon the ridge above the valley and have an urbanising 

influence on the adjacent landscape. Atherstone, although lower lying, has open edges and large 



 

 

scale development at its periphery, which again influences the character of this LCA. The large 

scale, brick built Aldi Distribution Centre, although enclosed by woodland planting, is a highly 

visible landscape detractor within the north of the valley. To the south of Mancetter, urbanising 

influences include a  

mazes and woodland planting.  

Farmland across the valley predominantly comprises late enclosure large arable hedged fields, 

generally with low trimmed, and in some places gappy hedgerows. Smaller, more irregular 

pastoral fields to the east of Dordon and north of Grendon are occasionally enclosed by timber 

stock fencing. Small areas of river flood meadow exist around Polesworth (an area to south east 

is designated as SSSI) and between Leather Mill Farm and Caldecote. Within the north the scrub 

and birch wetlands at Pooley Country Park, and the east facing partially wooded slopes of mixed 

farmland between Grendon and Polesworth. 

Generally tree cover is limited to oak hedgerow trees and riparian vegetation. There are also 

some pockets of more substantial tree cover; north of Polesworth natural regeneration of birch 

and scrub provides young woodland around Pooley Country Park, north of Grendon woodland 

has colonised bare ground of former works, around Grendon Park and Caldecote Hall woodland 

planting, regular shaped game coverts and scattered parkland trees include evergreen species 

and create a parkland character.  

There are wide views across the valley from the upper slopes, with views out being generally 

contained. To the south distinctive cone shaped mounds from adjacent minerals extraction works 

and the steeply rising slopes of the Uplands LCA4 have a visual influence on the setting of the 

 

2.24 The Landscape Management and Guidelines are to: 

 

 regeneration of the former workings around the mining towns; 

2.25 The North Warwickshire Landscape Character Assessment also includes a Landscape Capacity 

exercise of the main settlements within the Borough. This includes an assessment of the 

landscape around the fringes of Polesworth and Dordon. This concluded that of the eight sub-

units around these settlements, all were judged to of moderate sensitivity  in landscape terms, 

save for the River Anker corridor along the western edge of Polesworth, which was assessed as 

a landscape of high sensitivity .
7
 

 

Landscape Designations 

2.26 Within North Warwickshire Borough there are no national landscape designations such as 

 National Parks and AONBs. 

2.27 There are no landscape quality designation polices within the development plan of the North 

 Warwickshire Core Strategy (2014)
8
 . 

2.28 There were no landscape designation policies within the  previous North Warwickshire Local Plan 

 (2006)
9
 although the earlier North Warwickshire Local Plan (1995) included Special 

                                                      
7 North Warwickshire Landscape Character Assessment (2010), Figure 13 
8 North Warwickshire Local Plan, Core Strategy forming part of the Local Plan for North Warwickshire (October 2014) 
9 North Warwickshire Local plan (2006 



 

 

 Landscape Areas (SLAs). These SLAs were designations across Warwickshire and were based 

 upon analysis undertaken in the 1970s. The policies in relation to the SLAs were contained within 

 the now revoked Warwickshire Structure Plan (1996-2011).  

2.29 The site and the Study Area has never been covered by a SLA designation. 

2.30 Within Tamworth Borough there are no landscape designation polies within either the adopted 

 Tamworth Local Plan (2006)
10

 or the emerging new Local Plan
11

.  

2.31 In summary, the site and Study Area is not covered by any landscape quality designation at 

 either a National level, or at Local level through any Local Plan designations.  

 Environmental Designations 

2.32 Environmental designations within the Study Area are shown in Figure 7. Bordering, and in the 

 vicinity of the site, is the Alvecote Pools SSSI, and the Alvecote Priory & Dovecote Scheduled 

 Monument.  

2.33 Beyond Alvecote Pools to the north is the Conservation Area around Amington Hall, whilst the 

 central core of Polesworth, near the River Anker crossing, includes a Conservation Area 

 designation.    

Local Planning Context  

3.1 The development plan is the North Warwickshire Core Strategy (2014). 

3.2 With regard to landscape matters, Policy NW13 Natural Environment states the following: 

 NW13 Natural Environment 

 The quality, character, diversity and local distinctiveness of the natural environment will be 

protected and enhanced. In particular within identified landscape character areas development 

will conserve, enhance and where appropriate, restore landscape character as well as promote a 

resilient, functional landscape able to adapt to climate change. Specific landscape, geo-diversity, 

wildlife and historic features which contribute to local character will be protected  

3.2 Further policies in relation to environmental issues include: NW14 Historic Environment, NW15 

Nature Conservation and NW16 Green Infrastructure. 

3.3  Although not a landscape designation per se, around 50% of the Borough, beyond the Study 

 Area to the south, is covered by a Green Belt designation (Policy NW3). The Policy text states: 

 

 Borough as an area of pleasant countryside, especially by preventing the incursion of nearby 

 urban areas. The wholeness of the Green Belt designation is important and further exclusions 

 
12

. 

3.4  Policy NW19 Polesworth & Dordon refers to development growth around these settlements and 

 states:  

                                                      
10 Tamworth Borough Council Local Plan 2001-2011 (adopted 2006, saved polices 2009) 

 11Tamworth Borough Council  Pre-Submission Local Plan 2006-2031 for Public Consultation (October 2014) 
12 Page 22, para 7.2 



 

 

 The broad location of growth will be to the south and east of the settlements subject to there 

 being no unacceptable environmental impacts from surface mining and that viable and 

 practicable coal reserves are safeguarded. Any development to the west of Polesworth & Dordon 

 must respect the separate identities of Polesworth and Dordon and Tamworth and maintain a 

 . 

3.5  The land that lies immediately to the west of the site, which is the former Tamworth Golf Course, 

 is subject to a recent outline planning application that has been submitted by Tamworth 

 Borough Council. The proposed development includes 1,100 homes, a new primary school and 

 local centre and associated green infrastructure provision. 

 

4.1 The Assessment been conducted to assesses the landscape character of the site and the Study 

Area. This has been formulated through the use of field visits and a review of the published 

landscape characterisation work that has already been completed.  

 Site Context & Features 

4.2 the Study Area plan (Figure 1), the Aerial Photograph (Figure 

5) and representative photographs (Figure 8). 

4.3 The site forms two parcels of agricultural . The eastern part of 

the site is characterised by an open and largely featureless arable field with some fragmented 

hedges and scattered trees.  

4.4 The wooded Pooley County Park (which was formerly Pooley Hall Colliery), Alvecote Pools SSSI, 

the Coventry Canal and Alvecote Wood lie to the north, whilst a little further away is the West 

Coast Railway Line and the settlements of Alvecote and Shuttington.  

4.5 The M42 Motorway forms the easternmost boundary and the beyond, to the east, is the Coventry 

Canal, the River Anker and the settlement of Polesworth and Dordon.  

4.6 The western part of the site forms a large arable field to the north of Woodhouse Farm and Priory 

Park Go-Karting Circuit. Vegetation is limited to some scattered mature trees that lie on a 

localised higher point, and tree cover along a watercourse, which defines the County/Borough 

boundaries. The western part of the site also includes overhead electricity cables.  

4.7 Adjacent to the site is the former Tamworth Golf Club with the urban area of Tamworth-which 

includes Amington Industrial Estate-beyond.   

4.8 The southernmost boundary of the site is defined by the B5000 (Tamworth Road) and the 

residential area of Stoneydelph (Tamworth). 

4.9 across the site with no designated rights of 

way. 

 Landform 

4.10 The site orm are illustrated in Figure 6. In essence the landscape is 

somewhat undulating in character. Rising slopes and localised high points lies above the lower 

lying River Anker valley, which lies to the north and east of the site.  



 

 

4.11 The eastern part of the site rises from north-to south, from the Coventry Canal at around 70m 

Above Ordnance Datum (AOD) in the north, to the southern boundary of the B5000 at around 

110m AOD. It includes some steeper slopes on its southern edge near the B5000 and to where it 

drops down to the Coventry Canal. The western parcel gently rises to form a small localised hill 

within the central part of the field at around 100m AOD. 

4.12 Much of the surrounding urban area of Tamworth, and the settlements Polesworth and Dordon, 

are located on the rising slopes and higher land above the Anker Valley. The northern part of 

Polesworth, which includes the Conservation Area, is located within the lower lying Anker valley. 

Landscape Character 

4.13 From the baseline analysis, a number of reasoned conclusions can be drawn. 

1) The site, and the Study Area, are not subject to any statutory or non-statutory 

landscape quality designation at a national or local, which is generally considered to 

be a key factor that determines landscapes of high quality. 

2) The site comprises intensively farmed arable fields which are largely devoid of any 

significant vegetation.  

3) The site includes some fragmented hedges, some scattered trees and some 

vegetation along the watercourse.  

4) The site contains no significant, rare or unusual landscape features and is generally 

representative of the landscape character areas in which it sits. 

5) The landscape features of Alvecote Wood, the Coventry Canal and the wooded area of 

Pooley Country Park lie outside the site to the north. 

6) Overall, the landscape is considered to be intact but in a poor/ moderate 

landscape condition. It is a landscape that would clearly benefit from restoration and 

enhancement through habitat creation. 

7) In simple terms, the site rises from the Canal in the north to the urban edge of 

Tamworth to the south, whilst the lan small 

localised highpoint. Much of the surrounding urban area of Tamworth, Polesworth 

and Dordon lies on higher land above the River Anker valley.  

8) The older part of Polesworth (which includes a Conservation Area) is located near the 

River Anker within the lower lying valley area.  There are no views of the site from the 

Conservation Area (and indeed there are limited views out to the west) as a result of 

rising landform and woodland around the River Anker and the Coventry Canal . 

9) Polesworth is physically contained and separated from the wider landscape to the 

west by the River Anker, the Coventry Canal and the M42 Motorway.  

10) The M42 Motorway is a very noticeable feature within the Study Area landscape. It is a 

strong urbanising influence on landscape character.  

11) There are other surrounding urban elements that, to varying degrees, provide 

urbanising influences on this landscape, such as the urban edge of Tamworth (which 

includes residentiall and employment buildings) overhead pylons, and the West Coast 

Railway Line. If the proposed development on the former Golf Course is consented 

then this will result in a further urban element within proximity of the site. 



 

 

12) In terms of scenic quality the site and the immediate landscape is not one that is 

judged to be special, noteworthy or highly attractive, and this is borne out by the fact 

that the Study Area has never been subject to any landscape quality designation, 

such as the now defunct Special Landscape Areas.  

13) In so far as it is known, the site is not subject to any specific cultural associations in 

terms of artists or writers, nor known events in history.  

14) The site is not considered to have any valued perceptual qualities such as any great 

sense of wildness or tranquillity. 

15) 

rights of way. It has, consequently, no formal or informal recreational value. Within 

the local landscape there are, in fact, very few public rights of way and there are no 

recognised or long distance recreational routes within the Study Area.  

16) Opportunities in which to gain clear views of the site are limited in extent and 

localised. The clearest views are obtained , which runs through the 

centre of the site, and fleeting views from the M42. These are not highly sensitive 

receptors. Whilst there are some views of the site from higher ground to the north 

near Shuttington, for example, or to the south at Dordon, these are distant views with 

the site observed within the backdrop and the context of the urban area of Tamworth.  

 

 Summary 

4.14 Further exploration or landscape matters would be conducted through the process of a 

Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment/Appraisal. However, from this overview, it is judged that 

the site is not a landscape of high value or sensitivity, and is a 

landscape strongly influenced by surrounding urban elements, not least the M42 Motorway.  It 

comprises large intensively farmed arable fields that have very little in the way of vegetation. It is 

not covered by any landscape, ecological or heritage designation, and is not used for any 

recreational purpose.  

4.15 Subject to a sensitively designed Masterplan and a well-considered green infrastructure strategy 

the site is potentially tolerant of change and has the capacity to absorb well-designed high quality 

development, without leading to any unacceptable landscape or visual harm.  

4.16 A green infrastructure strategy would conserve the very limited landscape features that currently 

exist, and, moreover, establish a variety of new habitats such as woodland, hedgerows, ponds 

and accessible greenspace to provide biodiversity and recreational enhancement across the site. 

This would include delivering an appropriate landscape interface with the M42, and the 

surrounding features of Alvecote Wood, the Coventry Canal, and Alvecote SSSI. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 Introduction  

5.1 The Meaningful Gap Assessment (2015) has been prepared by North Warwickshire Borough 

 Council.  

5.2 The area that has been assessed covers the landscape between Tamworth and the settlements 

of Polesworth and Dordon. It forms a broad corridor of land within the context of the M42 and 

stretches from the Green Belt boundary south of Tamworth to the West Coast Main Line Railway 

to the north. 

5.3 Areas tudy Area are shown 

in Figure 9.  

5.4 The site falls e Area 3 Area 4   is subject to a single page assessment 

under the headings Landscape, Heritage, Infrastructure, Properties and Environmental 

Constraints  

5.5 The report provides a description on landscape matters and conclusions on landscape sensitivity, 

which leads to recommendations with regard to development and the Meaningful Gap Policy. 

Coalescence & Identity 

5.6 The report outlines the following within its introduction.  

 The Borough Council believes that the designation of a gap between Tamworth and 

Polesworth/Dordon is essential to help shape the future settlement pattern and protect current 

settlement identity, so that new employment land and new homes can be accommodated, 

between 2011 and 2029, but in ways which will avoid the coalescence of the settlements and 

loss of settlement identity  
13

 [emphasis added] 

5.7 From the baseline analysis, development upon the site (within Area 3 and 4) would not result in 

any significant coalescence between Tamworth and Polesworth and Dordon. The M42 and the 

wooded River Anker and Coventry Canal already establish a strong sense of visual and physical 

separation between the settlements. Development on the site can strengthen this sense of 

separation by an appropriate green infrastructure strategy, through the introduction of broad 

areas of woodland planting and habitats along the eastern perimeter where it borders the M42.  

5.8 Polesworth has expanded from its historic core near the River crossing with modern 20
th
 century 

development stretching to the north and on higher ground to south at St Helena and Dordon. Its 

settlement identity and its character is chiefly defined by the older part of the settlement, in, and 

around, the Conservation Area. There is no intervisibility between the site and this part of 

Polesworth on account of rising landform to the west, near Pooley Hall (See Figure 6), and the 

intervening woodland along the River and Canal (See Figure 5).  Development on the site with a 

well-designed Masterplan and green infrastructure strategy would not lead to any 

 for Polesworth. 

Landscape Issues 

5.9 Whilst the report considers and makes judgments on landscape matters, it seems that this has 

process has not involved any qualified landscape professionals, as one would normally expect for 
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this kind of study. The landscape descriptions and the conclusions lack any qualitative analysis 

and reasoned professional judgement. In very simple terms, the landscape findings are based 

upon no substantive evidence and without the benefits of expert landscape analysis. The 

conclusions on landscape matters should, therefore, be treated with some considerable caution. 

5.10 The main shortcomings of the report are summarised below.  

1) There is no reference to the fact that this landscape has never been subject to any 

national or local landscape designations. Designations are a clear identification of 

landscape quality and assist in providing conclusions on value and  sensitivity. 

2) There is no reference to, or commentary on, the Natural England National Character 

Areas Profiles. This is a peculiar omission as these Profiles provide the starting point 

for understanding landscape character.  

3) More startling  fail to explore either 

the Warwickshire Landscape Guidelines or the North Warwickshire Landscape 

Assessment. It is these key documents that provide the principal landscape character 

descriptions in which to make informed decisions on landscape quality and sensitivity 

and the ability for landscapes to absorb change.  

4) No detailed or preliminary Landscape and Visual Appraisals have been undertaken to 

provide a robust evidence base. The assessment process simply comprises a single 

page and a brief paragraph on landscape matters.  Given this, it is perhaps even more 

perplexing sought to rely upon the accepted findings of the 

Warwickshire Landscape Guidelines and the Council s own Landscape Assessment. 

5) The assessment does not describe the methodology that it has used, so as one might 

be able to understand how judgments on sensitivity, for example, have been reached. 

Similarly, there are no field sheets to review. As a result of this, there is no clearly 

recorded and transparent framework in which to understand the assessment. 

6) There is no reference to any accepted best practice guidance approaches that would 

have helped inform the judgments, such as the Guidelines for Landscape & Visual 

Impact Assessment, (GLVIA3) (2013)
 14

 or An Approach to 

Landscape Character Assessment (2014).
15

  

7) The assess  of high, medium, and low landscape 

sensitivity  to use a word scale, the report fails to explain what 

the specific thresholds are. This lack of transparency makes it difficult to appreciate 

how judgements have been reached on sensitivity, which is a fundamental part of 

process.  

8) High Sensitivity  It is difficult to understand how 

this has can be interpreted. Impacts-whether high or low- cannot be properly judged 

without sight of something in which to assess such as Masterplan, which, of course, 

the report has not had the benefit of. A landscape of high sensitivity does not 
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automatically mean that it has no capacity for development, nor does it mean it would 

. 

9) The site (Areas 3-4) lies within the Industrial Arden Local Landscape Type
16

 which is 

described as:  

A rather variable, often run-down urban fringe landscape characterised by mining 

settlements, spoil [emphasis added] 

10) Within the Tamworth Fringe Uplands
17

 and Anker Valley
18

 the landscape is described 

as  

indistinct and variable   

Fragmented landscape with a complex mix of agricultural, industrial and urban fringe 

; 

Heavily influenced by adjacent settlement edges of Tamworth ;  

The M42 motorway has a dominant and unifying presence ; and  

Polesworth and Dordon are located upon the ridge above the valley and have an 

urbanising influence on the adjacent landscape [emphasis added] 

11) Taking on board the conclusions from the Industrial Arden, and the Tamworth Fringe 

Uplands and Anker Valley Character Areas it is frankly very difficult to reconcile how 

the entire landscape of s 3 and 4 by the assessment as being a 

landscapes of .  include the Alvecote SSSI and 

the Alvecote Priory Scheduled Monument, which are clearly of value, much of the 

landscape of Areas 3 and 4 contains no significant landscape features and is located 

within the context of the M42, which strongly influences its character. 

12) Taking a holistic view, there will inevitably be variations in sensitivity and value, but it 

is completely untenable to suggest that a rather featureless and ordinary arable field 

alongside the M42 can be classed as    Judgments on 

sensitivity are, therefore, both flawed and unrealistically high. 

13) The M42 is a dominant and very noticeable urbanising feature within this landscape 

and yet, the  simply fails to acknowledge it. Not only 

does the M42 have an effect on landscape character it is also visually apparent when 

travelling along Ro  though the centre of the site.  

14) The Area 3 description also refers to 

Whilst there are some views of the landscape to the north and east (See Figure 8) 

these are limited to varying degrees by rising landform and woodland at Alvecote 

Wood and Pooley C

Lane, which is principally used by highway users that have transient views as they 

move through the landscape. These are not considered to be receptors of high 

sensitivity.  
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15) The landscape description in Area 4  t refer to the proposed development on 

the former Golf Course, albeit it is referred to within the earlier part of the report
19

. If 

this scheme is consented then development in Area 4 would be located alongside, 

and within the context of that development. 

16)  The description goes on to state: Top two thirds of the site is highly visible rolling 

would be highly visible and constitute a significant visual impact on the open 

countryside in this area provides no substantive evidence as to where the 

highly visible  from, or which visual receptors would be 

affected. It simply concludes that because part of the site rises to form a small hill that 

development would be visible. The judgment has been reached without considering 

how well-designed Masterplans and urban design strategies can successfully address 

landform issues, through the disposition of built uses and green infrastructure 

provision. In any event, landform should not preclude development on Area 4 (or 

indeed Area 3) as much of the urban area of Tamworth, Polesworth and Dordon is 

located on higher land above the Anker Valley. This is a characteristic feature of the 

local settlement pattern. (See Figure 6).    

 

6.1 From the extensive analysis of the Warwickshire Landscape Guidelines and North Warwickshire 

Borough Council Landscape Character, together with field work, it is very difficult to reconcile how 

the Meaningful Gap Assessment has concluded that how the whole landscape of 

warrants a rating. 

6.2 The site, and the Study Area, is not subject to any statutory or non-statutory landscape quality 

designation at a national or local, which is generally considered to be a key factor that determines 

landscapes of high quality. 

6.3 The site comprises intensively farmed arable fields, fragmented hedges and some isolated trees. 

It is largely devoid of any notable vegetation. The site contains no significant, rare or unusual 

landscape features and is generally representative of the landscape character areas in which it 

sits. It is a  strongly influenced by surrounding urban 

elements, and one that could absorb change in the form of new development.  

6.4 The landscape descriptions and the conclusions within the Meaningful Gap Assessment lack any 

 qualitative analysis and reasoned professional judgement. In very simple terms, the landscape 

 findings are based upon no substantive evidence base and the landscape conclusions and 

 recommendations should, therefore, be treated with some considerable caution. 

6.5 Development upon the site (within Area 3 and 4) would not result in coalescence or loss of 

 settlement identity. The M42, rising landform and the wooded River Anker and Coventry Canal 

 create a strong  sense of visual, and, indeed, physical separation between Poleswoth and the 

 landscape of the site to the west. Development on the site can reinforce this through, for 

 example, the introduction of broad areas of woodland planting, habitats and greenspace along 

 the eastern perimeter where it borders the M42. 
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6.6  The site is potentially tolerant of change and has the capacity to accommodate well-designed 

 high quality development, without leading to any unacceptable landscape or visual harm. A 

 infrastructure strategy would conserve the very limited 

 landscape features that currently exist, and, moreover, establish a variety of new habitats 

 that can build upon the existing landscape framework of the Canal, Alvecote Wood and Pooley 

 Country Park. This would include a comprehensive green infrastructure of new broadleaved 

 woodland, species rich hedgerows, ponds and wetland areas, grassland habitats, open space 

 and sports and walking and cycling routes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 




















