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Birds 

No evidence of notable species of bird, such as barn owl (Tyto alba) was recorded during the site 

walkover. There was no evidence of usage of the grassland by ground nesting bird species such as 

skylark. 

Small numbers of common passerine species would be expected to be foraging within the 

hedgerows, trees and grassland areas.  however potential for breeding birds is generally assessed as 

low. It is none the less recommended then site clearance works should be completed outside the bird 

breeding season (March to August inclusive).   

It is concluded that provided commencement of works falls outside the bird breeding season, 

or alternatively checks are completed immediately prior to demolition of buildings or clearance 

of vegetation then the impact on breeding birds is assessed as negligible.  
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4. Evaluation and Recommendations

 

The site and immediate surrounds are assessed to be generally of low nature conservation value. The 

habitats present are widespread in the local area. 

 

Although the nearest point of  'Alvecote Pools SSSI' is only 0.5 km to the south west, the statutory 

wildlife site is none the less separated from the site by the village of Shuttington. The proposed 

development is not expected to impact on the general hydrology of the area (either in isolation or in 

combination with established or proposed development). It is therefore difficult to see how the 

development might impact on the SSSI either directly or indirectly.   

 

None of the non statutory local wildlife sites in the area are considered under threat from the 

proposed redevelopment. The 'Shuttington Verge' Ecosite running along New Road comes to within 

200m of the site, but stops at the village limit. 

 

One building on site, due to the nature and state of its roofing, has been identified as having potential 

to support roosting bats. If this building is to be demolished or subject to conversion works, then a 

Phase 2 bat survey is recommended to establish to satisfactory confidence levels if bats are present 

or absent. If bats are found to be present then appropriate mitigation measures will be required. 

 

The only other protected species group considered under threat from the proposed redevelopment of 

the site are small numbers of breeding birds associated with the hedgerows, trees and scrub. It is 

therefore recommended that commencement of site clearance works falls outside the bird breeding 

season (1st March - 31st August inclusive), if this is not possible appropriate checks should be 

completed by a suitably qualified person immediately prior to commencement of works. 
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Appendix A : Phase 1 Habitats Plan 
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Appendix B: Photographs 

Photograph 3: View of improved grassland which comprises majority of site. 

 

Photograph 4:  View of tall hedgerow to eastern site boundary. 
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Photograph 5: View of low hawthorn hedgerow to western site boundary. 

 

Photograph 6:  View of semi mature ash tree to north east corner of site. 
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Photograph 7:  View of line of mixed tree species to northern boundary to site. 

   

Photograph 8:  View of small stand of scrub to north east corner of site. 
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Photograph 9:  View of sports pavilion just outside northern boundary to site . 

 

Photograph 10:  View of large workshop building to south west corner of site. 
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Photograph 11:  View of further buildings to south west corner of site. 

 

Photograph 12:  View of building with tiled roofing. 
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Photograph 13:  Close up view of tiled roofing at gable end. 
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Appendix C: Site Brief Descriptions  

 
(data supplied by Warwickshire 
Biological Records Centre) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Non-statutory site designations 
 

iously Sites of Importance for 
Nature Conservation). There are also a number of sites of nature conservation importance, 
termed "Ecosites", which are found within your area of search. Information about the 
designation and grading of Ecosites is included in the table above.  
 
The county is currently reviewing its site system and will be identifying further Local Wildlife 
Sites (LWS) over the next few years. Currently we have identified those sites which are 
potential Local Wildlife Sites (pLWS) and these are also indicated below with the Ecosite 
details; many sites are as yet ungraded against the LWS system. Please contact us if you 
would like a copy of the detailed citation for an LWS within your search area. 
 
Some Ecosites are also Local Geological Sites (LGS) or statutory Local Nature Reserves 
(LNRs). Details of these designations are also given in the table with the Ecosite details. 
 
The table above gives brief details of all known Ecosites within your area of search; please 
see the enclosed map for locations. Sites of regional and local biodiversity interest are 
considered to play a fundamental role in meeting overall national biodiversity targets, and 
therefore appropriate weight must be attached to designated Ecosites in all planning 
applications (in accordance with local plan policies and the general principles of the National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)). 
 
N.B. All watercourses are considered to be of ecological importance; however, 

accurate assessment of the relative importance of the various stretches is not 

yet generally possible.   

 
Structure and Local Plan policies provide protection for these sites or, in circumstances 
where development is allowed, require mitigation measures to off-set any damage. In order 
to achieve this it is essential that adequate survey details for sites which may be affected by 
development are gathered at a very early stage. For sites of high biodiversity value this 
requires Phase 2 survey work and species specific surveys including invertebrates, 
mammals, birds and so on. Guidance is available from the Institute of Environmental 

 
 
Please note that the brief descriptions above include species recorded within the whole 
Ecosite, and therefore potentially an area outside of your specific area of search. In particular 

 
 
Site Name: Manor Farm, Shuttington 
Grid Reference: SK42563054 
Site Radius: 1km 
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descriptions of linear Ecosites such as water courses and railway lines may include species 
which were not necessarily recorded within your area of search. 
 
 
Ecosite 
01/20 
The Decoy 

Designated a Local Wildlife Site (LWS). 
 
Half of the Ecosite falls within Staffordshire. There are a couple of types of 
woodland, with some areas supporting dense alder Alnus glutinosa with 
occasional oak Quercus robur, hazel Corylus avellanacoppice, hawthorn 
Crataegus monogyna and elder Sambucus nigra and other areas open, 
mature, willow Salix sp carr woodland over abundant reed canary grass 
Phalaris arundinacea, with tufted hair-grass Deschampsia cespitosa, 
meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria, marsh thistle Cirsium palustre, water mint 
Mentha aquatica and brooklime Veronica beccabunga.  
 
Reed canary-grass Phalaris arundinacea swamp and open water with much 
duckweed Lemna minor is also present.  Greater pond sedge Carex riparia is 

Apium nodiflorum, yellow flag Iris 
pseudacorus and tufted hair-grass Deschampsia cespitosa also present, the 
latter at the swamp edge. 
 
The site is of value for invertebrates and birds (woodcock Scolopax rusticola 
has been noted in winter) and there is also a badger Meles meles sett within 
the woodland. The site may well be important for amphibians. 
 

Ecosite 
02/20 
Shuttington 
Verge  
(west side) 

Nature conservation status ungraded. 
Site of Parish value. 
 
Grassy verge with a mainly hawthorn Crataegus monogyna hedgerow. There 
is little disturbance and the verge is only occasionally cut. Species include 
hedge parsley Torillis sp, creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens, meadow 
buttercup Ranunculus acris, yellow vetch Vicea lutea, tansy Tanacetum 
vulgare and meadow foxtail Alopecurus pratensis (Data collected in 1983).  

 
Ecosite 
03/20 
Alvecote 
Pools 
SSSI 

A large portion of the site is designated as a nationally important Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). Areas buffering it are identified as a 
potential Local Wildlife Site (pLWS). 
 
 
 
Alvecote Pools SSSI 
Part in private ownership, part owned by Warwickshire Wildlife Trust (Pooley 
Fields), a further area to the east is owned by Warwickshire County Council 
and managed as a nature reserve. 
 
The site consists of a series of shallow pools which have arisen as a result of 
colliery subsidence and have a variety of aquatic and marginal vegetation. 
They lie along the course of the River Anker, forming one of the most 
extensive and diverse wetland areas in the county that supports a regionally 
important bird community.   
 
As well as the open waters of the Anker, Coventry Canal and the pools, 
there are a wide variety of other habitats including fen, bog, reed-bed, alder 
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willow carr, scattered woodland, pasture and areas of colliery waste. 
Numerous aquatic plants and several species of pondweed and water 
crowfoot, as well as the more unusual greater bladderwort Utricularia 
vulgaris can be found. The marginal vegetation includes reed-beds of reed 
mace Typha latifolia and common reed Phragmites australis as well as 
mixed fenland vegetation with rushes, sedges, yellow iris Iris pseudacorus 
and southern marsh orchid Dactylorhiza pratermissa.  The pools are 
surrounded by a mixture of grassland and scrub, supporting many species 
rare in the county and the Midlands.   
 
A great variety of aquatic and terrestrial invertebrates live in and around 
these diverse wetland communities. These include land and water bugs (89 
species recorded), beetles (322), dragonflies (13) and spiders (121). The 
pools attract between 115 and 126 different species of bird and 60 to 70 of 
these breed. The pools are also of major importance for overwintering 
waterfowl and passage waders. Overall, the site has one of the most 
extensive species lists of flora and fauna in the West Midlands.  
 
Alvecote Pools pLWS 
These areas consist of similar habitat of grassland, scrub and regenerating 
heathland. In particular, the spoil heap by the M42 and the area to the east 
of this and north of the canal are of very high value and form a contiguous 
habitat block with the SSSI. 
 

Ecosite 
10/20 
New Covert 

Identified as a potential Local Wildlife Site (pLWS). The pLWS extends 
beyond the boundary of the Ecosite. 
 
The site consists of woodland and two adjacent ponds. The ponds have 
bulrush Typha latifolia, greater pond-sedge Carex riparia and lesser pond-
sedge Carex acutiformis. The woodland is an ash Fraxinus excelsior and 
sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus plantation, with some oak Quercus robur 
and sweet chestnut Castanea sativa. The ground flora includes wood avens 
Geum urbanum, bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta and occasional lords-
and-ladies Arum maculatum. On the edge of the wood is an area of semi-
improved grassland with lesser knapweed Centuarea nigra, red clover 
Trifolium pratense and creeping cinquefoil Potentilla reptans. 
 

 
 
 
Ecosite  
26/20 
Shuttingtion 
Opencast 
Workings 

Nature conservation status ungraded. 
 
Site of geological interest. 
 

Ecosite 
36/20 
Shuttington 
Churchyard 
(St. Matthew) 

Nature conservation status ungraded. 
 

-natural 
vegetation and is also of interest because of its range of lichen. Grassland 
flora includes yarrow Achillea millefolium, pignut Conopodium majus and 

Rumex acetosella. 
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Ecosite 
51/20 

Two Ponds 

Identified as a potential Local Wildlife Site (pLWS). 
 

Two ponds which are both covered in swamp vegetation.  One is bulrush 
Typha latifolia dominated, whilst the other supports greater pond-sedge 
Carex riparia and lesser pond-sedge Carex acutiformis. Both ponds are 
edged by scattered hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, blackthorn Prunus 
spinosa, bramble Rubus fruticosus agg scrub and tufted hair-grass 
Deschampsia cespitosa. 
 

  
 
 
 
 












































































