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Response by NWBC on the Matters, Issues and Questions 

Phase 1, Strategic Matters 
 

Matter 1, The Duty to Co-operate (‘DtC’) 
 

1.1 Has the LP been prepared in accordance with the DtC?  

 

1.1.1 NWBC considers it has prepared the LP in accordance with the DtC as explained 

originally in document CD0/5 and updated by NWBC4.   As a result the Borough 

Council believes strongly that it has prepared the Local Plan in accordance with the 

DtC. 

 

1.1.2 In relation to the specific representations I take each in turn below: 

 

Environment Agency (EA) 

 

1.1.3 I would refer to section 14 of the updated paper NWBC4 in relation to Environment 

Agency.  NWBC do not consider the issues raised by Environment Agency in their 

representations (SLP302) are due to DtC non-compliance. 

 

1.1.4 There are a number of suggested changes which are being discussed with the 

Environment Agency.  It is intended that a list of potential changes can be put to the 

Inspector for his consideration. 

 

Tamworth Borough Council (TBC) 

 

1.1.5 I would refer to section 10 of the updated paper NWBC4 in relation to TBC.  NWBC 

do not consider the issues raised by TBC in their representations (SLP324) are due 

to DtC non-compliance. 

 

1.1.6 A SoCG (AD2) is being finalised.  The intention is to provide this to the Inspector as 

quickly as possible.   

 



NORTH WARWICKSHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
LOCAL PLAN EXAMINATION 

 

 

 

2 
 

 Historic England 

 

1.1.7 I would refer to section 15 of the updated paper NWBC4 in relation to Historic 

England.  NWBC do not consider the issues raised by Historic England in their 

representations (SLP341) are due to DtC non-compliance. 

 

1.1.8 Since the paper was prepared and since submission a further meeting has been held 

with Historic England to understand and determine what modifications could be 

suggested jointly.  The outcome of the meeting is that additional work has been 

commissioned as it was clear at the meeting that the main area of concern was the 

detail in relation to certain sites and making sure that their historic significance was 

fully understood.  NWBC had thought that the additional work prepared by LUC in 

October 2017 fulfilled Historic England’s requirements but unfortunately this was not 

the case.  Historic England has agreed additional work can be carried out and have 

worked with LUC to agree the scope of this work.  The likely outcome is that some 

additional wording will be suggested on certain allocations to be more explicit about 

the historic significance of the historic assets.   

 

Suggested modifications: 

Discussions with Historic England will take place following receipt of the draft report 

from LUC (AD1).  If required, suggested modifications to the Local Plan will then be 

put forward.  It is expected that this work will be concluded no later than the end of 

September. 

 

Staffordshire County Council (SCC) 

 

1.1.9 I would refer to section 12 of the updated paper NWBC4 in relation to Staffordshire 

County Council.  NWBC do not consider the issues raised by Staffordshire County 

Council in their representations (SLP385) are due to DtC non-compliance. 

 

1.1.10 The final version of the SoCG between SCC, WCC and NWBC has been agreed 

(AD3).  The substance has not changed from the version included as Appendix E of 

NWBC4.  The signed version will be forwarded to the Inspector as soon as possible.   

 

1.1.11 The following modifications are agreed by both SCC and NWBC. 
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Suggested modifications 

Chapter Para Proposed Modification Main Mod or 

Additional 

Mod 

Reason 

1 1.8 Add after 3
rd

 sentence:  

“The Borough Council, alongside 

Warwickshire County Council, is also 

cooperating on cross border infrastructure 

issues with Staffordshire County Council.”   

Main mod Clarification 

1 1.8 At the end of the paragraph add: 

“In addition, the Borough Council continues 

to commit to working collaboratively with 

neighbouring infrastructure providers to 

ensure housing and employment growth 

impacts are mitigated.” 

Main mod Clarification 

12 12.6 Paragraph to be updated to state: 

It is important that when development 

proposals are submitted elements of 

transport are considered.  A Strategic 

Transport Assessment (STA) is being 

updated has been prepared for the Plan as 

a whole.  but Individual site considerations 

will still be necessary when sites come 

forward for development.  The STA outlines 

the transport infrastructure requirements 

necessary to mitigate the cumulative 

impacts of the proposed growth, including 

where necessary where these impacts 

occur outside of Warwickshire.  In addition 

the Borough Council has a priority of 

reducing the “killed and serious accidents” 

year on year.   

Main mod Clarification 

and to 

update the 

paragraph 

as it had 

not been 

updated 

following 

receipt of 

the STA 

14 14.38 Add to the last sentence: 

“including consideration of the stretch within 

Tamworth as identified in the STA.” 

 Clarification 

 



NORTH WARWICKSHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
LOCAL PLAN EXAMINATION 

 

 

 

4 
 

1.2 Have appropriate strategic cross boundary matters been identified?  

 

1.2.1 NWBC considers that the appropriate strategic cross border issues have been 

identified.  These include: 

1. Housing for the GB HMA 

2. Housing and employment land for CW HMA 

3. Housing and employment land for Tamworth Borough Council 

4. Highways 

5. Education 

6. Health 

 

1.3 Have relevant local planning authorities and bodies prescribed in Regulation 4 

engaged constructively, actively and on an ongoing basis?  

 

1.3.1 NWBC4 provides the evidence to show that a wide range of organisations and local 

authorities have been engaged in the process of producing the Local Plan.  

 

1.4 What are the remaining areas of dispute between relevant bodies? 

 

1.4.1 There are no major issues of dispute between NWBC and relevant bodies that are 

outstanding as summarised below:   

 Environment Agency – modifications being discussed and will be forwarded 

as soon as possible.  

 Historic England – additional work has been commissioned with the 

assistance of Historic England as referred to above (AD1). 

 Natural England - none 

 Civil Aviation Authority - none 

 Homes England (formerly Homes and Communities Agency) - none 

 NHS Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs) – none.  In addition a SoCG 

(AD4) is being finalised and will be forwarded to the Inspector as soon as 

possible.  Work is ongoing through the Local Estates Forum and discussion 

on individual planning applications. 

 Office of the Rail Regulator - none 

 Integrated Transport Authority - none 
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 Highways England (formerly Highways Agency) – none.  In addition a SoCG 

(AD5) has been agreed.  This is attached as Appendix 1 of Matter 7.  Will be 

present at the hearings to support NWBC and provide any additional 

information on highways 

 Highways Authorities – none.  Will be present at the hearings to support 

NWBC and provide any additional information on highways 

 Local Enterprise Partnership - NWBC does not see these as issues that 

impact on the DtC.  Many of the remaining issues will be addressed through 

additional work which will then presented if required 

 Local Nature Partnerships - none 

 

1.5 What outcomes have resulted from the DtC?  

 

1.5.1 The DtC has resulted in a Local Plan which is seeking to deliver growth well beyond 

its own needs for two HMA’s as well as employment land for Tamworth BC.  It is 

proactive.  It is also challenging but considered to be deliverable by working in 

partnership with a wide and varied group of individuals, landowners, organisations 

and agencies. 

 

1.5.2 The DtC has resulted in a number of SoCG’s and MoU’s which are contained as 

appendices in NWBC4.  Some of these were in Draft awaiting final sign off at the time 

of submission but are being finalised and will be forwarded to the Inspector as soon 

as possible.  As a result of ongoing work there are now SOCGs with Health 

colleagues; Highways England and WCC.  The Council would summarise the 

achievement of the DtC as being: 

(1) Memorandum of Understanding with CW local authorities dealing with 

housing and employment: Appendix A and B of updated paper CD0/5.   

(2) A position statement (AD6) with Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Council 

relating to (1) above.  This is attached as Appendix 1 to this paper. 

(3) A Statement of Common Ground (AD2) with Tamworth Borough and Lichfield 

District Councils to deal with cross-border issues including housing and 

employment building on previous Memoranda of Understandings.  This is 

being finalised and will be forwarded to the Inspector as quickly as possible. 

(4) A Statement of Common Ground with Birmingham City Council dealing with 

housing: Appendix D of updated paper CD0/5. 

… 
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(5) A position statement (AD7) with the local authorities from the GB BC HMA.  

This is being finalised and will be forwarded to the Inspector as quickly as 

possible. 

(6) Statement of Common Ground with Staffordshire County Council, 

Warwickshire County Council and North Warwickshire Borough Council 

(AD3).  This is being finalised and will be forwarded to the Inspector as quickly 

as possible. 

 

1.6 Has exercising the DtC maximised the effectiveness of addressing strategic 

cross boundary matters?  

 

1.6.1 The Borough Council strongly believes it has maximised the cross-border strategic 

matters.  For example, even without a formal agreement of all of the local authorities 

in the GBHMA, NWBC has proactively engaged and sought to deliver housing for the 

GBHMA.  Also employment land was allocated and has been delivered to deal with 

TBC’s employment land requirement.  It is unfortunate that this site will now be lost 

due to the construction of HS2 Phase 2b but this has been compensated by the 

approval of an employment site to the east of Junction 10 M42/ south of A5.  
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