
 

 

 Whilst the DtC will need to grapple with a range of cross boundary issues, one key area where 

a clear outcome has been achieved is in the provision within North Warwickshire of housing to 

meet a proportion of the unmet housing needs of Birmingham. There are questions, discussed 

in further hearing statements, about how this unmet need is factored into the housing 

requirement of the plan but the principle of North Warwickshire taking some of this unmet 

need, and the quantum of that need has been established through the DtC. Similarly the DtC 

has led to agreement on the dispersal of unmet housing needs from Coventry and for discussion 

with Tamworth with relation to unmet housing needs emanating from that LPA. 

 In the case of Coventry the MoU agreed by the authorities in that HMA has allowed for the full 

unmet needs of Coventry to be accommodated. This has required work from all authorities in 

the HMA. Unfortunately the same cannot be said of the authorities in the Birmingham HMA 

where despite a number of background studies next to nothing has been done to accommodate 

the unmet housing needs of Birmingham, which have now been clear since the Birmingham 

Local Plan was adopted in January 2017. The scale of unmet need emanating from the West 

Midlands has in fact only grown since this time with considerable problems now arising in 

meeting housing needs in the Black Country as well as Birmingham.  

 Whilst notionally the West Midlands Combined Authority (WMCA) have been progressing with 

dealing with the unmet housing need, in reality nothing has been achieved beyond the 

agreement with North Warwickshire to provide circa 3,800 units of the unmet need of 

Birmingham. In this regard at least therefore the DtC has clearly had a positive outcome in 

dealing with unmet needs, this is exactly what both the NPPF(2012), the NPPF (2018) and the 

PPG envisage being the sort of tangible outcome that ought to be derived from the DtC. 



 The DtC in regard to unmet housing needs has therefore had positive outcomes, which are 

being translated into planning policy. The same cannot be said for other DtC discussions on 

housing needs in other parts of the West Midlands.  


