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Briefing Note  

Infrastructure Requirements and the North Warwickshire Local Plan 

August 2018 

 

Introduction 

1. This Briefing Note has been produced to set out Warwickshire County Councils (WCCs) 

understanding with regards the highway infrastructure provision necessary to support the 

North Warwickshire Borough Council (NWBC) Local Plan (LP). 

Purpose of This Note 

2. The purpose of this note is to outline the background to the identification of the measures 

which have been identified support the NWBC LP proposals as well as setting out the future 

work which is ongoing.  

Background 

3. The A5 is considered to be a key corridor of strategic importance. It links the East and West 

Midlands and provides significant opportunities for additional housing and employment to 

be delivered both to support NWBCs needs but also to serve the wider West Midlands 

region.  

4. The A5 is a route which has been identified as strategically important and requiring 

improvement for a number of years now with Highways England having already undertaken 

the design of options to improve the A5 as well as an outline business case.  This aligns with 

the Highways England SRN Initial Report which identifies this section of the A5 as an option 

for a future Expressway 

5. More recently Midlands Connect have begun a study to look at the role of the A5 at the 

regional level in order that the key constraints posed by the A5 can be identified and the 

necessary improvements put forward to improve the operation of the network moving 

forward Highways England (HE), WCC and NWBC are partner and key stakeholder with the 

Warwickshire County Council County Council Housing Infrastructure Fund (HIF) Bid for the A5 

Transport Corridor in North Warwickshire, which is one of 44 areas to progress to the next 

stage (Business plan stage) of the £5 billion Housing Infrastructure Fund. Technical support 

will be provided from the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government to help 

develop full bids for the scheme. 

6. An overview of the evidence collated to date, the HIF and future studies is provided in the 

following sections: 

APPENDIX 1A) Briefing Note  
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Recent Assessments 

7. The key infrastructure which has been identified to support the NWBC LP has been identified 

through the Strategic Transport Assessment (STA) work completed by Vectos Microsim (VM) 

on behalf of NWBC and WCC.  

8. The STA identified the key measures necessary to support the delivery of the plan alongside 

an indicative phasing plan for the infrastructure delivery1. At this stage it is recognised that 

the phasing of schemes is, in part, driven by the manner in which development comes 

forward throughout the local plan and therefore the order of schemes identified within the 

STA is considered to serve as a guide only at this stage. It does, however, provide an 

indication of the strategy required to facilitate the level of growth identified by 2021, 2026 

and finally by 2031 (now 2033).  

9. Supplementary work has been done since the STA has been completed which assess the 

operation of the A5 inclusive of the developments identified within both NWBC Local Plan 

proposals as well as the, now adopted, NBBC Local Plan2. This included all housing and 

employment along the corridor and demonstrated that the strategy for the A5 will 

accommodate the proposed level of housing and employment growth which has been 

identified thus far.   

Housing Infrastructure Fund (HIF) 

Figure 1: A5 Strategy Supported within the HIF Bid 

 

                                                
1 NWBC STA Report October 2017, Vectos Microsim,  Table 1, Page 6 [Document link] 
2 VM175144.R002 - A5 Growth Corridor Study ISSUED, Vectos Microsim, August 2018  
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10. WCC and key stakeholders are actively engaged with the HIF team to support the allocation 

of funding to enable the A5 proposals to be brought forward. Initially the HIF bid was 

submitted to support the delivery of two phases of the strategy but this has now been 

expanded to include Phase 3.  

11. The analysis undertaken thus far reveals that the full strategy identified in Figure 1 will 

support the identified growth. Whilst Phases 1 to 3 will be delivered through HIF the 4th 

phase can reasonably be expected to be delivered by the employment allocation and other 

new development proposals within the area.  

12. WCC will continue to work with HE and NWBC to support the HIF funding submission as well 

as working with site promoters within the area to support the delivery of the A5 proposals. 

WCC are also actively engaging with Midlands Connect to assist in the wider assessment of 

the A5 corridor.  

Infrastructure Delivery 

13. At this stage the responsibility for funding the infrastructure delivery lies between the HIF 

funding and the specific developments. For example, the minor junction improvements on 

the A5 are identified as part of the HIF submission but we are also in discussion with 

development sites to deliver the proposals early to support earlier delivery of development.  

14. Developers and site promotors will be expected to utilise WCCs traffic models to assess the 

development specific impacts and determine the site specific infrastructure requirements in 

the form of more localised schemes not necessarily identified within the Strategic level 

assessments. The approach to development assessments is standardised across all sites and 

an overview of this approach is provided within Appendix A.  

15. Similarly developers promoting the land to the East of Polesworth recognise the benefits of 

delivering the A5/B5000 link road as part of their development proposals whilst other 

developments within the area are also in discussions with WCC around delivering some of 

the other measures which have been identified to date.  

16. M42 J10 has historically been seen as a bottleneck to traffic movements on the corridor and 

both WCC and HE have worked up solutions for this junction which will be delivered outside 

of the HIF or NWBC Local Plan proposals. Ideally these junction proposals will be delivered 

through the Highways England Road Infrastructure Strategy (RIS) and the presence of the 

HS2 works in the area are seen as an opportunity to, as a minimum, lay the foundations for 

the wider junction improvements to be delivered.  

17. WCC have a successful record of delivering infrastructure both in isolation (A444 Nuneaton 

and A452 Europa Way highway improvements and Warwick Parkway, Stratford Parkway and 

Kenilworth Rail Stations) and in partnership with Highways England (M40 Junction 12) which 

provides us with confidence that the schemes that have been identified can be delivered.  
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18. Furthermore, Midlands Connect are investigating the opportunity for improvements along 

the A5 meaning that design and assessment work will be ongoing beyond the period of 

Examination of the Local Plan.  

Summary 

19. A number of studies have been completed by Highways England in advance of the Strategic 

Transport Assessment. The Strategic Transport Assessment builds upon the work that 

Highways England and their consultants have completed. The STA identifies an infrastructure 

strategy which will enable development to come forward in key phases and in a manner 

which does not preclude the wider aspirations for the A5.  

20.  WCC envisage that the infrastructure improvements which are required off the SRN will be 

delivered by the allocated sites, this includes the A5/B5000 link. Additionally, WCC are in 

discussions with some of the site promoters regarding the delivery of some of the focussed 

junction improvements along the A5.  

21. The HIF submission is intended to secure funding to bring forward three key phases of the A5 

which, if successful, will enable all of the housing identified within the NWBC Local Plan 

proposals to be delivered whilst paving the way for the employment allocation near MIRA to 

be delivered through the addition of the 4th phase of infrastructure.  

22. WCC will continue to work with all stakeholders to support the HIF submission and will 

continue to explore other avenues of funding, in the short term it is envisaged this work will 

continue with the Midlands Connect study as well as the HE RIS rounds 2 and 3. 
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APPENDIX A 

Proposed Approach to Development Specific Modelling and Appraisal Post 

Adoption of the Local Plan 
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Modelling and Assessment Approach post Adoption of the Local Plan 

It is recognised that the work undertaken to date, to support the identification of transport 

infrastructure, and specifically highway capacity schemes, necessary to facilitate the local 

plan delivery, is high level.  

The Strategic Transport Assessment (STA) identifies what would be considered to be the 

critical dependencies (i.e. the essential infrastructure necessary to ensure an acceptable 

level of operation).  

Therefore it is expected that the assessment and appraisal of infrastructure requirements 

will continue throughout the life of the local plan. It is expected that the development 

specific planning applications will be supported with transport modelling and that the 

approach to the modelling will be both consistent with the approach adopted for the STA 

(albeit in a greater level of detail) and also, where applicable, consistent between sites.  

Consistency between sites will be particularly pertinent when considering the development 

area to the southwest which is promoted by multiple parties.  

The consistency in the appraisal process is seen as a key determining factor in safeguarding 

the operation of the network post-adoption and also in ensuring that the schemes identified 

through the STA are delivered in an appropriate form.  

Impact assessments which are completed on behalf of the individual developments will all be 

asked to reflect the same set of modelling scenarios and considerations, the only expected 

variations between each development will relate to the development proposals being tested, 

the year and, potentially, the commitments and permissions which will be likely to increase 

over time.  

Developments assessments must set out: 

 An approach to establishing the localised impacts associated with the site which 

will not have been picked up within the STA work due to the strategic focus of the 

STA.  

 A secondary assessment will need to be completed to identify where the 

development impacts are likely to occur across the network and a review will be 

undertaken to establish if the areas of impact accord with those identified through 

the STA work or are entirely new.  

 Mitigation in areas not previously identified through the STA work3 will need to be 

secured against the development proposals. Mitigation in areas where a strategic 

scheme has been identified will need to be secured via direct delivery or secured 

contributions, this will be subject to negotiations upon completion of the modelling 

and assessment.  

                                                
3 Recognising that the STA work is based on a 2016 model which will be subject to a series of updates, over time, to ensure 

that the traffic conditions within the model are representative of on-street conditions at an appropriate point in time (i.e. 5 
years or greater). 
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Warwickshire County Council require modelling to be undertaken to support all substantial 

development proposals and this is a policy contained within LTP3 and the approach to 

modelling is also governed by a separate modelling protocol which ensures that the 

approach which is adopted is appropriate to the needs of the County.  

In instances where multiple sites are being promoted within a single allocation area, area 

specific protocols will be defined which ensure that there is an even greater level of 

consistency between the different areas of development as such, key parameters will be 

controlled and agreed by all parties in advance, including: 

 Development trip rates and trip generation assumptions.  

 Development distribution patterns.  

Where it is necessary to do so, the need to include additional developments and 

interventions will also be documented as it will be necessary for live applications to be 

considered in conjunction with each other to avoid separate assessments for multiple sites 

being submitted in isolation of each other.  

This approach also enables key areas of impact to be identified and assessed at a high level 

of detail. For example, the cumulative impacts on sensitive will especially need to be 

considered for those sites which come forward in advance of the delivery of key 

infrastructure which has been identified in these areas4.  

 

 

                                                
4 For example the impacts on the A5 in advance of the Dualing between Dordon and Polesworth 
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1. Purpose of this Statement 

 

1.1 The purpose of this statement is to inform the Inspector and other parties 
about the areas of agreement between North Warwickshire Borough Council, 
Warwickshire County Council and Highways England in relation to transport 
and highways matters relating to the North Warwickshire Submission Local 
Plan 2018.  

1.2 It follows the Regulation 19 stage representations made by Highways 
England to the North Warwickshire Submission Local Plan 2018. 

1.3 The Duty to Co-operate Statement (Examination Document CD0/05) states in 
Paragraph 5.14 under the heading Highways England (formerly Highways 
Agency): 

 

“Highways England considers the Local Plan to be evidenced and 
developed.” 

 

1.4 Highways England made further representations on the Publication Draft 
Local Plan (Regulation 18 stage). 

1.5 Warwickshire County Council also made representations on the North 
Warwickshire Submission Local Plan 2018 (NWLP), in relation to housing, 
economic growth, transport and highways, education, public health, ecology, 
flood risk, minerals, archaeology and the County Council’s landowner 
interests.  

1.6 This Statement of Common Ground considers transport and highways 
matters only. 

1.7 This Statement of Common Ground sets out the agreement between North 
Warwickshire Borough Council, Warwickshire County Council and Highways 
England in relation to transport and highways matters. 
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2. Background 
 

Warwickshire County Council 
 

2.1 Warwickshire County Council as the Local Highway Authority has actively 
worked with the Borough Council during all stages of the production of the 
Local Plan particularly Regulation 18 and Regulation 19 stages.    

2.2 For the Draft Submission Stage, the County Council responded that the 
Plan is supported, and noted they were working closely with Highways 
England in the development of the Strategic Transport Assessment (STA), 
infrastructure provision and the identification of potential mitigation 
solutions on the A5 corridor. 

“The initial work undertaken by the County Council identified 
significant impacts and mitigation requirements which may be 
deemed unviable for delivery through the Local Plan process. 
The County is, therefore, working closely with Highways England 
on the development of options which are considered in scale 
with the development proposals but do not present a barrier to 
long term aspirations for capacity improvements on the strategic 
A5 corridor.” 

  

2.3 Warwickshire County Council has submitted a Housing Infrastructure Fund 
(HiF) expression of interest for the A5 Transport Corridor in North 
Warwickshire and this is one of 44 proposals to progress to the next stage 
(Business Plan stage) of the £5 billion Housing Infrastructure Fund. 
Technical support is being provided from the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities & Local Government to help develop a full business case for 
the scheme funding. 

 
Highways England 

 

2.4 Highways England, as the Highway Authority for the Strategic Road 
Network (SRN) in England, has also engaged proactively with North 
Warwickshire Borough Council on the Draft Local Plan, and in its 
representations has indicated that the proposed residential and 
employment allocations would have an impact on the SRN, specifically the 
A5 trunk road and M42 Junction 10. It was further noted that these 
impacts were likely to be subject to a cumulative effect in conjunction with 
wider growth associated with neighbouring boroughs, including Tamworth 
and Nuneaton & Bedworth. 

2.5 Highways England recognised the importance to the Local Plan evidence 
base of the work being undertaken by Warwickshire County Council to 
develop a STA for North Warwickshire Borough Council and commented 
on the scope of the STA transport assessment work necessary to assess 
the traffic implications of the planned growth in the area. 

2.6 The STA was subsequently completed by Warwickshire County Council in 
August 2017 and forms part of the submitted evidence base underpinning 
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the Plan. Highways England have confirmed the STA is broadly 
acceptable and are pleased to see it informs the North Warwickshire 
Infrastructure Development Plan (IDP) dated March 2018 that sets out the 
infrastructure requirements identified as being necessary to deliver the 
Plan. 

 
A5 Corridor and M42 Junction 10 

 

2.7 The STA and IDP have set out a number of individual schemes along the 
A5 which will be necessary to accommodate the forecast levels of 
development traffic arising from planned growth. Highways England agree 
that a piecemeal approach to improvement of individual junctions or 
sections of the A5 will not meet the wider aspirations expressed by parties 
including Warwickshire County Council and Midlands Connect for a 
comprehensive upgrade of the A5. The Warwickshire County Council HiF 
Bid will, if successful, enable a significant upgrade of the route within 
North Warwickshire and is fully supported by Highways England. 

2.8  Highways England has no current proposals to improve the A5 in North 
Warwickshire and recognise that the progress of the A5 HiF Bid may have 
implications for the timing and delivery of individual schemes identified 
within the IDP. There are aspirations for a more significant, longer term 
improvement to the wider A5 corridor and it is anticipated that the future of 
such a longer term proposal will be considered as part of future Road 
Investment Strategies. Highways England are satisfied that the delivery of 
such a proposal is not a critical component necessary to deliver the Plan. 

 
M42/M6 Junctions & A446 

 

2.9 While the majority of growth contained within the NWLP is focused in (or 
near to) the A5 corridor, growth external to North Warwickshire Borough 
Council also has implications for the transport networks (including the 
SRN) within the Borough. New travel patterns and challenges may arise 
as a result of the proposed route of HS2 Phase 2 and with the planned 
HS2 Phase 1 Birmingham Interchange station located to the east of 
Birmingham International Airport. These pressures are predominantly 
focused around the M42, M6 and A446 routes including M42 Junction 9 
and M6 Junction 4 within the borough being particularly affected.  Primary 
mitigation for the direct local transport impacts of HS2 is provided for in the 
Act which permits its construction.   

2.10 Highways England note that there is potential for changing travel patterns 
and cross boundary implications of associated development near the 
interchange station to impact on North Warwickshire. While this growth 
largely pertains to committed or emerging developments within 
Birmingham and Solihull, it is necessary that the NWLP to consider these 
emerging cumulative implications in so far as they are foreseeable at this 
time. Highways England notes that the Submission NWLP acknowledges 
the pressure from growth outside the Borough, including addressing an 
element of unmet development need in the wider region, through the 
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Plan’s employment and housing allocations, and that the STA has sought 
to take these additional pressures into account in a practical and realistic 
manner, particularly in relation to the A5 corridor and M42 Junction 10.  

 

 

3. Conclusions 
 

3.1 Extensive investigations of highway infrastructure need in the A5 corridor 
have been undertaken by Highways England and Warwickshire County 
Council over the recent past with the latter considering the detailed impact 
of proposed development in the North Warwickshire area on both the local 
highway network and the A5. The need for and delivery of highway 
infrastructure to support growth has been carefully assessed and relevant 
funding mechanisms are being pursued. On the basis of the evidence 
produced, Highways England and Warwickshire County Council view the 
Plan as satisfactorily evidenced based and developed with respect to 
transport. 

3.2 A number of significant infrastructure schemes on the SRN arise from the 
NWLP, most notably in the A5 Corridor. Highways England is satisfied that 
the work done to date to identify A5 infrastructure needs is appropriate to 
the plan making process as set out in the National Planning Policy 
Framework, and that the schemes currently identified in the IDP are 
broadly appropriate to support the delivery of planned growth arising in 
North Warwickshire.  

3.3 Highways England note that there are no present commitments to provide 
public funding to the improvement schemes proposed for the A5 but there 
are prospective funding sources, including HiF and the Road Investment 
Strategy. Any potential future funding from Highways England would be 
subject to confirmation of schemes within a future Road Investment 
Strategy, where such schemes would need to be considered alongside 
other regional and national priorities. Highways England recognises that 
HiF has been introduced by the government specifically to enable the 
provision of infrastructure that will support the delivery of housing and 
welcomes the progress of the Warwickshire County Council HiF proposals 
to the second stage of the delivery process, and the support that this gives 
to the delivery prospects of the proposed A5 improvement schemes. 

3.4 There are a number of wider issues, including cross boundary growth 
arising from Birmingham and Solihull, together with HS2 that are likely to 
impact on parts of North Warwickshire’s transport networks and which 
may have consequences for the overall prioritisation of funding and 
delivery of infrastructure within the borough. The IDP is therefore likely to 
require future updating to reflect the cumulative implications of these wider 
issues as their implications and infrastructure needs become clearer. 
Highways England and Warwickshire County Council note that the IDP is 
a working document and that it will be updated when additional evidence 
is available. 
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3.5 Highways England are committed to continued engagement with North 
Warwickshire Borough Council and Warwickshire County Council to help 
inform the ongoing development and delivery of the highway infrastructure 
needed to support the North Warwickshire Local Plan. 

 

4. Agreed Matters 

 

4.1 North Warwickshire Borough Council, Warwickshire County Council and 
Highways England agree that the requirements for the Duty to Cooperate 
process and for consultation with respect to the North Warwickshire Local 
Plan have been met in terms of transport and highways matters.  

4.2 There is agreement between North Warwickshire Borough Council, 
Warwickshire County Council and Highways England on the need for 
highway improvements to enable delivery of the Plan, including on the A5 
Trunk Road. It is further agreed that the STA as reflected in the draft IDP 
provides the most up to date evidence in this regard. 

4.3 All parties welcome identification of Highways England as a potential 
delivery partner and key stakeholder for the development of the A5 HiF 
schemes. 

4.4 Highways England and Warwickshire County Council are committed to 
supporting North Warwickshire Borough Council in the development and 
delivery of mitigation on the SRN.  In this regard, all three authorities 
recognise the importance of continuing co-operation and collaboration to 
ensure the effective delivery of the Local Plan and supporting 
infrastructure and services which are essential for successful 
communities. 

 

5. Matters Outstanding 

 

5.1 Highways England are currently reviewing a piece of traffic analysis work 
that further clarifies the implications of the two neighbouring Borough 
Plans and associated growth. It intends to confirm the infrastructure 
required on the A5 corridor and provides additional detail beyond the 
agreed conclusions from the STA [August 2017].   This draft report is “VM 
VM175144 A5 Growth Corridor Study: 2031 Forecasting & Optioneering 
Report August 2018”. 

5.2 The additional modelling is welcomed by Highways England and focuses 
solely on the wider A5 corridor and takes into consideration wider growth 
in the region. 

5.3 Highways England are also currently reviewing a Briefing Note, titled 
“Infrastructure Requirements and the North Warwickshire Local Plan 
August 2018”. 

5.4 The review of this additional evidence and briefing paper is to be 
concluded prior to the Examination in Public Commencing.   





 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

NWBC Rural Routes Local Plan Assessment 

Project  title NWBC Rural Routes 
Local Plan Assessment 

Job number          VM185180 

   cc Warwickshire County Council File reference     TN.001.1 

   Prepared by Connor Heyward Date                   August 2018 

 

 

Introduction 

1. Vectos Microsim (VM) have been commissioned by Warwickshire County council (WCC) to 

conduct an assessment of the impacts of Local Plan proposals on the rural routes of North 

Warwickshire that lie outside of the extent of the existing A5/Atherstone model area. This 

will be achieved by making use of the existing model data supplemented by Google Traffic, 

Highways Analyst, and Mobile Network Data resources. 

2. This Note sets out our approach to the testing alongside the emerging findings.  

Background 

3. The latest Strategic Transport Assessment (STA) report has identified an infrastructure 

strategy which is considered necessary to support the delivery of the housing and 

employment growth which has been identified within the North Warwickshire Local Plan. 

The STA focuses on the critical dependencies necessary to facilitate the delivery of the local 

plan proposals identified by North Warwickshire and, more specifically, within the 

A5/Atherstone area. 

4. The existing model deals with the rural routes as external zones which generate and attract 

traffic associated with the Local Plan developments. The aim of this assessment is to 

consider the location of these externals zones and examine the impacts of the additional 

Local Plan traffic levels on areas of concern that lie outside of the model area.  

5. To do this, the model data will be cross-checked with Mobile Network Data and Google 

Traffic routing, to confirm that the modelling assumptions are accurate. Once this is 

confirmed and any adjustments made, the location of the external zones and main onward 

routes can be considered using Google Traffic and Highways Analyst to ensure that they do 

not intersect with any locations that are already impacted by heavy congestion. 

6. This approach is in line with approaches adopted elsewhere in the county, particularly 

Warwick district, where it is considered necessary to assess the potential impact of Local 

Plan development trips in areas outside of the area that has been considered within the 

modelling.  

7. The coverage of the core A5/Atherstone model alongside the external zones representing 

the external routes to be examined is illustrated within Figure 1. 

APPENDIX 1 C) Rural Routes Local Plan Assessment 
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Figure 1 Atherstone/A5 Model Extent and corresponding External Zones 

 

 

8. While all external model zones will be analysed, the main priority of this assessment is to 

evaluate the rural routes to the South and Southwest between the Atherstone/A5 area and 

the M42/M6/Birmingham area which are considered the most critical in terms of the likely 

impacts on traffic patterns in this area. 

Methodology 

9. The first stage of the assessment was to review the WCC mobile network database (MND) 

distributions for the key policy areas around the Local Plan proposals, to check for variance 

between the patterns in this data, and the distributions currently assumed within the 

modelling.  

10. In addition to the MND review, the routing patterns within the model were reviewed against 

those identifiable in Google Traffic for both the AM and PM time periods. It was considered 

important to establish that the model did not allocate trips solely to major routes when 

Google traffic suggested alternative routes would be quicker/more realistic.  

11. This review identified a very low level of variance between the MND and Google Traffic data 

sources and the routing patterns within the model. On this basis VM are confident that the 

modelling distribution for the routes in question are robust. 

12. Following the distribution review detailed above, the model demands were reviewed to 

determine the level of traffic entering/exiting at each external loading point. For each zone, 
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traffic was broken down into categories (based on the existing model matrix levels) to 

calculate the proportion of new Local Plan trips entering/exiting each zone.  

13. Once the percentage growth in traffic levels entering and exiting the network was identified 

and located at each external loading point, it was possible to review these external routes 

using Highways Analyst and Google Traffic for any pinch points or delay ‘hot spots’ that 

would be negatively affected by the additional Local Plan traffic. The findings are presented 

below: 

External Zones Traffic Flow Review 

14. A summary of all zones that recorded an increase in traffic as a result of the Local Plan 

proposals is shown in Table 1. This data has also been presented in maps outlined in Figure 2 

and Figure 3.  

Table 1: Local Plan traffic increase by Zone 

Time  07:00 -

08:00 

08:00 -

09:00 

09:00 -

10:00 

07:00 -

10:00 

16:00 -

17:00 

17:00 -

18:00 

18:00 -

19:00 

16:00 -

19:00 Zone 

903 19.0% 22.6% 22.7% 21.6% 16.3% 13.1% 7.3% 12.5% 

904 1.9% 2.1% 3.2% 2.3% 2.3% 2.3% 1.0% 1.9% 

905 0.3% 0.4% 0.4% 0.4% 0.3% 0.3% 0.1% 0.2% 

907 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.0% 0.1% 

909 0.2% 0.3% 0.2% 0.3% 0.2% 0.2% 0.1% 0.2% 

910 8.6% 10.8% 6.1% 8.3% 6.1% 5.7% 3.0% 5.1% 

913 0.6% 1.0% 1.3% 0.9% 0.7% 0.6% 0.5% 0.6% 

914 3.3% 3.8% 3.0% 3.4% 2.4% 2.3% 1.2% 2.0% 

916 3.3% 6.8% 5.6% 5.0% 3.8% 4.6% 2.5% 3.7% 

920 4.8% 7.4% 10.9% 7.1% 7.4% 5.9% 3.5% 5.7% 

923 1.1% 1.7% 1.8% 1.5% 1.1% 1.1% 0.6% 1.0% 

 

Figure 2 Local Plan % Increase in flow by zone for the AM Peak Hour 
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Figure 3 Local Plan % Increase in flow by zone for the PM Peak Hour 

 

 

15. Detail on the most significant increases is set out below: 

Zone 910: Lower House Lane / Wood End 

16. A notable increase in traffic occurs at zone 910, exiting the model onto Lower House Lane. 

Two-way traffic increases at this location by 10.8% and 5.7% in the AM and PM hours peak 

respectively.  

17. A review of Highways Analyst and Google Traffic data indicates that this is unlikely that this 

volume of additional traffic will cause significant issues at this location, with no identifiable 

issues to report in the AM or PM peak along the routes via Boulters Lane and Wood End.  

Zone 920: B4116 Sheepy Road 

18. The analysis has indicated that an increase in traffic is predicted to occur at zone 920 exiting 

onto the model network onto the B4116 Sheepy Road. The Local Plan proposals are 

predicted to increase the two-way flow along this road by 7.4% and 5.9% in the AM and PM 

peak respectively.  

19. Upon a review of the Highways Analyst tool, and Google Traffic data (see Figure 5) along this 

route, no existing congestion issues were identified during the AM period. The analysis did 

identify that some delay currently occurs at Twycross during the PM peak, however, as the 

increase in traffic is relatively small (just 31 extra vehicles across the PM peak hour) this 

unlikely to cause any notable impact. 



 

Page: 5 

 

 

 

Figure 4 Zone 920 - Existing Issues according to Google Traffic

  

Zone 916: A5 Watling Street 

20. The analysis identified that two-way traffic flow along the A5 is predicted to increase by 6.8% 

in the AM peak hour and 5.9% in the PM peak hour. As this increase is relatively small and 

because this assessment was primarily concerned with more minor and rural routes, it was 

not deemed necessary to investigate and discuss the impacts of this increase within this 

note. 

Zone 914: Coleshill Road 

21. The model predicts that two-way traffic flow along Coleshill Road is predicted to increase by 

approximately 9 vehicles (or 3.8%) in the AM peak and 7 vehicles (2.3%) in the PM peak. 

There are no identifiable traffic issues in the area that this minor increase is likely to impact 

upon according to Highways Analyst and Google traffic. 

Zone 923: Trinity Road 

22. The analysis has identified that Trinity Road is predicted to experience a 1.7% and 1.1% 

increase in two-way flow in the AM and PM peaks respectively. While these are very small 

increases, it appears that this is a route which is potentially sensitive to additional traffic, 

particularly during the AM peak, due to congestion that currently occurs at the Piccadilly 

railway underpass signals. The Google Traffic analysis of this delay is demonstrated by Figure 

6.  

23. Further investigation into this potential impact revealed that the model predicts that there 

will only be an additional 12 vehicles using this route during the AM peak hour, and as such it 

is deemed unlikely that any significant additional delay will occur.  
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Figure 5 Zone 923 - Existing Issues according to Google Traffic

  

 

Summary and Conclusions  

24. Vectos Microsim (VM) have been commissioned by Warwickshire County council (WCC) to 

conduct an assessment of the impacts of the North Warwickshire Local Plan proposals on the 

rural routes that lie outside of the extent of the existing A5/Atherstone model area. 

25. The A5/Atherstone model deals with the rural routes as external zones which generate and 

attract traffic associated with the Local Plan developments. This assessment looked in detail 

at each of the external zones to examine if the additional traffic associated with the Local 

Plan proposals was a cause for concern on these routes that lie outside of the model area.  

26. Following a review of the model inputs, including the Local Plan site distributions and route 

choice, all data sets were deemed to be consistent with routing assumptions within the 

model, and as such the model data was considered robust. 

27. The proportion of trips associated with the Local Plan proposals was calculated as a 

percentage of the zone total for each external loading point in the model extent. The 

associated  routes which feed into the external model zones were then analysed for any 

pinch points or delay ‘hot spots’ that would be negatively affected by the additional trips on 

the network in the Local Plan scenario, by reviewing the Highways Analyst tool and Google 

Traffic. 

28. While some minor issues were identified on external routes to the west, such as at Zone 903 

(Tamworth Road/Mercian Way), no major congestion issues were identified on routes 

between the Atherstone/A5 area and the M42/M6/Birmingham area, which was the main 

purpose of this assessment. 

29. In conclusion there were no identifiable issues of concern with any of the rural routes 

between the Atherstone/A5 area and the M42/M6/Birmingham area. 
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Secondary and Acute Care – George Eliot Hospital Trust – 

August 2018 
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Statement on education needs and infrastructure for North 

Warwickshire Borough Local Plan, Warwickshire County 

Council – August 2018 
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