
APPENDIX A 
 
 
APPRAISAL OF THE SPECIAL ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORIC 
INTEREST OF THE PROPOSED  ‘WINDMILL HILL CHARACTER AREA’ 
EXTENSION TO THE ATHERSTONE CONSERVATION AREA. 
 
 
 
1 Location and topography 
 
The proposed extension lies immediately to the south east of the current 
conservation area. It comprises land mostly on the south sides of sections of 
Church Walk and South Street that occupy the crown and northern slope of a 
hillock, Windmill Hill, rising to some 95m above sea level. The area is shown 
on the attached plan. 
 
 
2 Historic Development and Interest  
 
Up to the time of enclosure this area formed part of the open field system of 
Atherstone. The Hewitt Plan of 1716 shows only a footpath on the line of 
Church Walk running through regular field strips belonging to the Windmill Hill 
Field on its way to the parish church at Mancetter. (The windmill stood just 
outside the study area on a site close to the present-day junction of South 
Street and Arden Street; the field itself was mentioned as ‘Wyndemylneffelde’ 
in 15461).  
 
At the enclosure of the open fields in 1765, Church Walk was referred to as a 
‘public and church road’2, and although still a footpath it was required under 
the enclosure award to have a width of at least twelve feet. 
  
A ‘back road’ was also to be maintained to the south of Long Street for the 
use of the lord of the manor for the transport of clay sand and bricks produced 
in the ‘Claypitts’ and ‘Cowpasture’3 (these areas are shown on the Hewitt Plan 
immediately south and west of Windmill Hill). This became the present South 
Street connecting Windmill Hill and the clay pits with Coleshill Road and the 
medieval livestock market in what is now Station Street. 
 
It was not until the early-mid 19th century that the area began to develop as a 
residential suburb on the outskirts of the town for its prosperous merchant 
class. From the early 19th century onwards they had the financial means to 
afford the high prices demanded by important local landowners for land on the 
town’s fringe that could be accessed off the ‘back road’. Here they were away 
from the dirt and disease of the Yards and factories, where they could enjoy 
their large gardens and the benefits of the countryside while being within easy 
reach of their town centre businesses.  
                                            
1 Victoria County History  Vol IV page 127 
2 The History of Atherstone B Watts & E Winyard 1988 p 70 
3 Ibid. 



 
It was along the south side of South Street near the crown of the hill that the 
characteristic house type of the Victorian middle-class - the detached house 
or villa set in its own landscaped grounds - began to appear from just after  
the mid-century. Together these could create something approaching the 
gardens and the privacy of country houses. By the 1880s a line of six such 
villas in various fashionable styles had been built comprising, from west to 
east ;- Arden Hill, Oakfield  (now demolished), Mancetter Cottage,  The 
Orchard , Vicarage, and Rose Hill (also demolished). Owners included 
George John Sale JP a linen draper and farmer who built the Orchard c.1862 
moving from his house over a shop in Long Street; William Bourne, draper, 
corn and wool merchant who built Oakfield also in 1862; and the Willday 
family, hat manufacturers in Long Street who built Rose Hill villa at about this 
time. 
 
To the north along Church Walk there was little building before the 20th 
century. It began with two vernacular-style houses dating from the early-mid 
19th century – the White House (no. 26) and Bardon Cottage (no. 30) on the 
south side of Church Walk. These were sited on the north slope of Windmil 
Hill to take advantage of views over the fields and distant spires of rural 
Leicestershire. At the north end of Church Walk, to the rear of the two 
substantial semi-detached villas Brereton Place and Holte Villas facing onto 
Witherley Road, were a pair of small semi-detached cottages called Oakfield 
cottages. These had been built by 1888. They were joined by an identical pair 
immediately to the south after 1903. Subsequently Church Walk was 
developed with mainly interwar semidetached housing characteristic of that 
period, and some post-war infill development.  
 
3 Architectural Interest: Townscape 
 
South Street 
 
The street has a decidedly rustic character in the vicinity of Mancetter 
Cottage, the Orchard and Orchard Cottages (Pl.) The contribution of the 
grounds and gardens of villas and other buildings to the quality of the street at 
this point is as important as the buildings themselves. They contain some 
magnificent specimen trees including mature beeches whose lofty canopies 
extend fully over the carriage way and both footpaths.  
 
There are some attractive views along the street when looking south 
eastwards towards the Orchard Cottages and the Orchard itself. Here the 
grouping of these buildings creates, intentionally no doubt, the impression of a 
substantial country-house with its associated outbuildings. The collection of 
roofs and chimneys to the Orchard and Orchard Cottages adds significant 
skyline interest. (Pl) 
A little further east along South Street ground levels begin to fall away 
towards the north allowing elevated wide vistas over attractive private rear 
gardens to properties lining the south side of Church Walk and their medley of 
rear extensions and outbuildings which add to the  visual interest of the 
scene(Pl)    



 
Church Walk 
 
This is a quiet narrow back lane of intimate character and strong enclosure at 
its northern end defined by hedges, brick walls, fences and coniferous trees 
on boundaries (Pl) and the elevations of flanking buildings set behind these. 
(Pl ) 
 
4 Architectural Interest: Key Building Groups  
 

• Orchard Cottages , The Orchard, and 71 South Street 
 

These make an attractive grouping in approach views from the east 
along South Street as described above.  

 
• Mancetter Cottage, The Orchard, and The Old Vicarage 

These form part of a looser grouping of Victorian detached villas along 
South Street that are significant historically as described above 

 
 
5 Architectural Interest: Key Buildings 
 
South Street 
 

• Mancetter Cottage 
Victorian villa in a cottage orne style, informal asymmetrical 
composition, substantially extended to the west in the 20th century 
which has detracted from its interest. Colour-washed rendered 
elevations with prominent fretted bargeboards, small leaded windows 
(some changed in the 20th century), and lattice porch. 
 

• 71 South Street 
Early - mid 19th century  vernacular one-and-a half storey red brick 
building  set directly on  the back edge of a narrow footpath at the bend 
of South Street. The windowless front elevation without dormers adds 
to the rural vernacular character of the building and rustic feel of the 
street  
 

• The Orchard 
Italianate villa built c. 1862 in yellow brick with sandstone dressings. 
Some alterations in the mid 20th century but it retains much of its 
original character. It was, until recently, set in an attractive ‘pocket park’ 
garden, but the grounds are in the process of redevelopment for 
housing. 
 

• Orchard Cottages 
Row of cottages probably built c. 1862 with the Orchard in a late 
Georgian style with vertical sash windows and  slate hipped roof with 
deep eaves. Evokes the impression of substantial service buildings to a 
country house. 



 
 

Church Walk 
 

• The White House 
Probably a mid -19th century building of brick (subsequently painted 
white) in a rustic vernacular style, of two storeys but with the first floor 
sash windows breaking through eaves  to give the effect of eyebrow 
dormers. Sashes have Gothick style glazing bars. The eaves course 
has large projecting brick dentils. Substantial rear ranges make this a 
deceptively sizeable house but one designed to look like a small rural  
cottage as seen from Church Walk. 
 

Vicarage Close   
 

• The Old Vicarage 
A substantial mid 19th century house in a picturesque Tudor Gothic 
style retaining many original and characteristic architectural elements 
such as square-headed mullioned windows with hood-moulds and 
label-stops, four-centre arch doorways, tall brick chimneys, and an 
array of steeply pitched gables with deeply projecting verges.  
 
 

Witherley Road 
 

• 9 Witherley Road 
 

Late 19th century detached house showing Arts and Crafts influences. 
It retains nearly all of its original features intact including an elaborate 
bracketed door case and original door. The elevations are typically half 
of rough-cast render and half of brick, with small sized panes to the 
upper portions of windows, and tall chimney stacks with moulded 
bricks. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


