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Dear Kerry 

NORTH WARWICKSHIRE LOCAL PLAN EXAMINATION: RESPONSE TO INSP5B 

We write on behalf of our client IM Properties in advance of the upcoming resumed North Warwickshire 

Local Plan Examination hearing sessions. 

INSP5B sets out the additional hearing matters, issues, questions and agendas for the resumed hearing 

sessions, which follows the recent consultation on additional documents and main modifications in 

September/October 2020.  

The Inspector specifically requested in INSP21 that the additional Sustainability Appraisal (SA) work 

undertaken by the Council was included in the September/October 2020 consultation, and our 

representations to the consultation (ALP43) included detailed comments as to the adequacy of the SA.  

The following provides a summary of the key points we raised in our representations in respect of the 

SA:  

• IMP’s previous concerns with respect to the procedural and legal deficiencies of the SA remain 

and have not been rectified with the additional SA work. 

• The additional SA work has identified that the high growth housing option in the submitted plan 

will create significant additional demand for both employment land and jobs but has not 

considered the potential additional requirement for strategic needs. The likely significant 

environmental effects of the potential for unsustainable patterns of development has therefore 

not been properly assessed. 

• To ensure a legally compliant plan, additional SA work must be undertaken to assess the 

sustainability impacts of additional employment land (either direct provision or through MM35). 

Given the extent and nature of the comments we have made, we are surprised that INSP5B does not 

identify the SA as a matter for further discussion at the resumed hearing sessions.  
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We therefore request confirmation that the SA can be discussed in detail under the ‘other matters’ 

session on Thursday 17 December 2020, to ensure that the issues raised are given due consideration 

given the necessary role of this independent examination in determining whether the local planning 

authority has carried out an adequate and legally compliant appraisal of the sustainability of the 

proposals within the plan, as set out in section 20 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. 

We look forward to receiving your response and should you have any queries or require any further 

information please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours sincerely 

Mike Best 

Senior Director 

  


