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NOTE ON MAIN MODIFICATIONS CONSULTATION 

1. This note follows a third set of hearings, undertaken virtually between 15 and 17 December, 

and various earlier exchanges and work undertaken by the Council at examination (as set out on 

the examination website). The examination has focussed on assessing the soundness of the 

Local Plan, as submitted on 27 March 2018, within the terms of paragraph 182 of the National 

Planning Policy Framework (published March 2012 ‘NPPF 2012’). In that context,1 the Council 

has requested that I recommend such Main Modifications (‘MMs’) as would, if incorporated, 

make the plan sound and therefore capable of adoption.  

 

2. Following the third set of hearings, and additional consultation undertaken in September and 

October 2020, the Council has prepared an updated schedule of potential MMs. That document 

is referenced on the examination library as examination document NWBC20G. To note that 

NWBC20G differs from earlier iterations (both in the substance of certain modifications, their 

number, and also their numbering).  

 

3. In order that the rationale for certain potential MMs are clear, notably those relating to a 

stepped housing trajectory and forecast forward land supply, I asked that the Council produce a 

focussed housing supply note. That has also been published on the examination website as 

NWBC32. The Council also intend to make certain ‘additional’ or ‘minor’ modifications to the 

plan which do not go to soundness, but rather are for coherence or accuracy [NWBC33]. 

 

4. Whilst the examination only concludes once my report is with the Council, I am satisfied that it 

is now appropriate for the Council to proceed to published the proposed schedule of MMs for 

public consultation. Ultimately it is only the MMs which will be scheduled in an appendix to my 

report into the Local Plan. However for ease of reference the Council may wish to seek views on 

MMs and additional or minor modifications simultaneously (identified clearly as such).   

 

5. The public consultation on the schedule of proposed MMs should be equivalent to that 

undertaken under regulation 19 ‘Publication of a local plan’ of the Town and Country Planning 

(Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 as amended. As the Council have done to date 

through the course of the examination, any evidence, studies or documents related to the 

proposed MMs should be made publicly available and cross referenced as appropriate.  

 

6. Sustainability Appraisal of the MMs should be undertaken, and the Council should satisfy itself 

that all other relevant requirements have been complied with (including HRA assessment, as 

necessary). For clarity, the publication of NWBC20G should also be accompanied by all graphical 

changes to the Policies Map (which must be consistent with the written elements of the Plan, 

albeit that the Policies Map is not a Development Plan Document in itself).  

 

 
1 With reference to the provisions of section 20(7C) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 as 
amended [INSP1, INSP3].  



7. I emphasise that publication of proposed MMs is without prejudice to my findings or 

recommendations. Once consulted upon, I will consider all representations made in respect of 

NWBC20G and supporting evidence, before finalising a schedule of MMs and my report. 

Indicatively and at this stage I do not envisage the need for further hearings; I would ask, 

however, that the Council reflect on representations returned to forthcoming consultation 

and set out whether they are of the same or a different view.  

 

8. Public consultation should be accompanied by explanatory material broadly in the foregoing 

terms, including references as necessary to any supporting documentation (particularly that 

which has emerged in the latter stages of the examination). Although strictly a matter for the 

Council to orchestrate, I would happily provide any guidance in respect of procedural matters. 

 

9. I understand that the Council intend to start consultation on 4 March 2021. During consultation 

I would ask, as the Council have done previously, that any responses are sent to me as they 

come in to ensure the examination runs as efficiently as possible. Please could the Council also 

ensure that the examination website is updated, and that I am informed of progress, as 

necessary during the coming weeks.    

Thomas Bristow  

INSPECTOR 

2 March 2021 


