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1

Summary

1.1

An email to the Planning Duty Officer from a major tree surgeon company
enquiring about the status of the trees at 62 Vicarage Lane, Water Orton prompted
concerns that this tree surgeon had been instructed to fell the trees, as it was
identified that the adjacent site was protected in 1993 by an area TPO numbered
713.081/5. However the trees at 62 Vicarage Lane were not included in the order
as they were not considered to be at risk at the time, even though they clearly
form part of the same woodland. It was considered necessary to consider the
protection of the woodland with an emergency woodland protection order to
prevent felling by the tree surgeons. The value of the wood was assessed initially
by the County Forestry Officer, and then a TEMPO was undertaken to assess the
value of the trees by our newly appointed Green Space Officer. The area was
found to be worthy of protection. Delegated authority was then sought for the
emergency protection of the woodland. An emergency TPO was made on 06
September 2016 and notices were served on the owners and immediate
neighbours.
Recommendation to the Board
That the Board confirms the action taken in the making of an
Emergency Tree Preservation Order for woodland at 62 Vicarage Lane,
Water Orton and adjacent land.

2

Background and Statement of Reasons

2.1

The area TPO 713.081/5, dated 27 April 1993, covers the adjacent site south of
Vicarage Road, which is a former garden nursery, and is owned by a building
contractor. The trees to the rear of 62 Vicarage Lane formed part of the same
woodland but were not covered by the 1993 Order. It was therefore decided that
the 1993 Order be revoked, and a new Order made in respect of the whole
woodland. The wood comprises oak, hawthorn, sycamore, spruce, Cyprus, field
maple, maple, elm, pine, holly and cedar trees and the understory. A woodland
TPO is made in preference to an Area TPO, on the advice of the Green Space
Officer, as the woodland TPO will also protect the understory and any self-seeded
trees or managed replacement trees.
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2.2

The Forestry Commission has been consulted and has advised that checks with
Forest Services datasets are unlikely to reveal the following:
- No forestry Dedication scheme on the site.
- No existing grant or forestry permissions to fell trees on the site.

2.3

The Forestry Officer from Warwickshire County Council advises that ‘there is
sufficient evidence to indicate that a TPO would be appropriate’. The Council’s Green
Space Officer has prepared a TEMPO and has scored the woodland as 22 which
indicates that the trees definitely merits a TPO.

2.4

The aerial photograph and plan below shows the extent of the woodland to be protected.

2.5

The assessments of the Green Space Officer conclude that the woodland is
worthy of protection. The Board is advised that an emergency tree preservation
order was made on 06 October 2016 under delegated powers. The owners and
neighbours have been served with a notice of the tree preservation order.

2.6

The tree surgeon who made the enquiry has also been served with the notice.
There is now an opportunity for representations to be submitted. A further report
will be submitted to the Planning and Development Board following the conclusion
of the consultation period for Members to consider whether the TPO should be
confirmed and made permanent.

2.7

The southern edge of the site falls within the HS2 safeguarding area, and Cllr
Reilly has advised that HS2 has expressed an interest in the site for a wetland.
Therefore the emergency TPO notice has also been served on the Chief Executive
of High Speed Two (HS2) Ltd.

3

Report Implications

3.1

Legal and Human Rights Implications

3.1.1 The owners of the land and those with an interest in it now have the opportunity to
make representations to the Council before the Order is confirmed.
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3.1.2 The woodland to be protected exhibits an amenity value for both the present and
the future amenities of the area, given its appearance and prominence in the
street scene.

The Contact Officer for this report is Christina Fortune (719481)
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