







































































































































































Part 2 Principles, processes and presentation

Chapter overview

Understanding the proposed development

LVIA and the design process

Consideration of alternatives

Describing the proposals

Stages in the project life cycle

Mitigation of landscape and visual effects

Enhancement

Lo Securing implementation of mitigation and enhancement measures

J

Understanding the proposed development:

Information about the proposed development needs to be assembled, considered in
relation to its relevance for assessment purposes, kept under review during the planning
and design stages of a project, updated where appropriate and then “fixed’ to enable
the assessment of effects to be finalised. This information is needed for LVIA as well
as for other topics within an EIA. Tt should include, as a minimum:

@ a description of the project that is sufficiently detailed for assessment purposes;

e information about alternatives that have been considered, where relevant; '

e information concerning relevant stages in the project’s life cycle including, as appro-
priate, construction, operation, decommissioning and restoration/reinstatement
stages.

The assessment of likely effects must be based on a description of the development
that is sufficiently detailed to ensure that the effects can be clearly identified, although
the level of detail provided will vary from project to project. It is now established
" in case law that the project must be defined in sufficient detail, even in an outline plan-
ning application, to allow its effects on the environment to be identified and assessed.!
This acknowledges that details of a project may evolve over a number of years, but
that this must be within clearly defined parameters established through the planning
process.

An EIA prepared in these circumstances must similarly recognise that the project may
evolve, within the agreed parameters, and be able to identify the likely significant effects
of such a flexible project. Within the defined parameters the level of detail of the pro-
posals must be such as to enable proper assessment of the likely environmental effects
and consideration of the necessary mitigation. Irmay be appropriate to consider a range
of possibilities, including a reasonable scenario of maximum effects, sometimes referred
to as the ‘worst case’ situation. Mitigation proposals will need to be adequate to cope
with the likely effects of this worst case. Separate issues may arise in projects involving
multi-stage consents, involving a principal decision and then another implementing
decision, usually relating to planning conditions. The effects on the environment must
be identificd and assessed at the time when the principal decision 1s considered but
assessment of effects that are not identifiable then must be undertaken at a subsequent
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stage. Multi-stage EIA is still an evolving area of practice but voluntarily leaving for
later assessment effects that could have been identified earlier is not acceptable.

Where the landscape professional considers that key data on project characteristics
is lacking, it will be necessary to add a caveat to the assessment. If going further and
estimating what is likely to occur, perhaps based upon a reasonable maximum effects
or “worst case’ scenario, then the assumptions on which such judgements may be based
should be made explicit. The sources of information used in the assessment should also
be clearly set out and, prior to finalising the assessment and the Environmental
Statement, there should be communication with the EIA co-ordinator to ensure the
information used is up to date, to agree the scope of any maximum effects or ‘worst
case’ scenario that is to be used and to ensure that different topic assessmenis are using
consistent assumptions about the proposal. If they are not the Environmental Statement
will need to explain and justify any such variations.

LVIA and the design process

Design plays an increasingly important part in the development planning process. This
has been emphasised by the intreduction of statutory requirements for the production
of design statements, or design and access statements, for many planning proposals in
different parts of the UK. Such statements explain the design principles and concepts
underpinning the proposal and the process through which it has evolved. This includes
the ways in which the context of the development, including the landscape, has been
appraised or assessed and how the design of the development takes that context into
account in relation to its proposed use.

FIA itself can be an important design tool. Tt is now usually an iterative process, the
stages of which feed into the planning and design of the project. The iterative design
and assessment process has great strength because it links the analysis of environmental
issues with steps to improve the siting, layout and design of a particular scheme. Site
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