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Jeff Brown BA Dip TP MRTPI 

Head of Development Control Service 
The Council House  
South Street 
Atherstone 
Warwickshire 
CV9 1DE 
 

Telephone: (01827) 715341 
Fax: (01827) 719225 

E Mail: PlanningControl@NorthWarks.gov.uk 

Website: www.northwarks.gov.uk 
 

Date: 07 November 2023 
 

The Town & Country Planning Acts 
The Town and Country Planning (Listed Buildings and 

Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
The Town & Country Planning (General Development) 

Orders 
The Town and Country Planning (Control of 

Advertisements) Regulations 1992 (as amended) 

Mr Paul Barton 
Harris Lamb 
75-76 
Francis Road 
Edsbaston 
Birmingham 
B16 8SP 

DECISION NOTICE 
Full Planning Application 

 
Application Ref: PAP/2023/0056 

 

Site Address 
Land At Junction Lichfield Road, Watton Lane, Water Orton,  

Grid Ref: Easting 418776.93 
 Northing 291134.95 

 

Description of Development 
Battery Energy Storage Site, substation compound, with associated infrastructure, fencing, access off 
Watton Road, drainage and landscaping 
 

Applicant 
   Anglo ES Water Orton Ltd 
 

 
Your planning application was valid on 15 February 2023.  It has now been considered by the Council.  I 
can inform you that: 
 
Planning permission is GRANTED subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. The development to which this permission relates must be begun not later than the 
expiration of three years from the date of this permission. 
  
REASON 
 
To comply with Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, as amended by Section 51 
of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, and to prevent an accumulation of 
unimplemented planning permissions. 
 
2. The development hereby approved shall not be carried out otherwise than in accordance 
with the plans numbered EPC/0331/PL/E/LA/OSL/01; BATT/01. FG01, AUX01, PCS01, CUST/01. 
AR01, CCTV01, ELV1/01 and ELV2/01, P1871/01B and 02B, 2319/03B, 21114/101/H and 
WOR/BWB/ZZ/XX/DR/CD/001/S2/Ps, YE/001/PO3, S2/PO3 and P2/PO1. 
  
REASON 
 
To ensure that the development is carried out strictly in accordance with the approved plans. 

mailto:PlanningControl@NorthWarks.gov.uk
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3. The planning permission hereby granted for the battery energy storage system shall be for a 
temporary period only, to expire 40 years after the date of the first connection to the National Grid. 
Written confirmation of this date shall be provided to the Local Planning Authority within one month 
of this event. 
 
REASON 
 
In order to confirm that this permission is for a temporary period only. 
 
4. Within six months of the date of the first connection to the National Grid, a scheme for the 
de-commissioning of the battery storage system and its ancillary plant and equipment shall be 
submitted to the Local Planning Authority. The scheme shall make provision for the whole of the 
above and underground works approved under this permission. The scheme shall also include the 
details of the management and timing of the de-commissioning works, together with a traffic 
management plan to address any traffic issues during the de-commissioning period, an 
environmental management plan to include details of the measures to be taken during de-
commissioning to protect wildlife and habitats, as well as details of site restoration measures. For 
the avoidance of doubt, the landscape planting and bio-diversity improvements approved under this 
permission shall be excluded from this condition. 
 
REASON 
 
In order to confirm that this permission is for a temporary period only and to ensure the re-
instatement of the land following expiration of this period. 
 
5. The scheme as agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority under condition (4) shall be 
implemented in full, within six months of the de-connection of the site from the National Grid, 
whether that occurs under the time period set out in Condition (3) or at the end of any continuous 
de-connection from the Grid for a period of twelve months. 
 
REASON 
 
To ensure the satisfactory re-instatement of the land. 
 
Pre-commencement Conditions 
 
6. No construction shall be undertaken on site until a Construction Management Plan has first 
been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. This Plan will contain 
details of: 
 

• the routing and timing of delivery and other construction traffic to and from the site. 

• suitable areas for the parking of contractors and visitors' vehicles 

• the site of the site compound. 

• the measures to be used to prevent the emission of dust and other debris arising on site. 

• the measures to be used to be used to clean the public highway of debris, waste and detritus. 

• the measures to ensure that the site is secure. 

• the measures to protect existing trees and hedgerows to be retained and  

• named contacts in order to address complaints. 
 

The approved plan shall remain in force throughout construction. 
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REASON 
 
In the interests of highway safety and to reduce adverse visual and amenity impacts. 
 
7. No development shall commence on site until the finished floor level of the containers, 
transformer units, control rooms and other equipment have first been submitted to and approved in 
writing by the Local Planning Authority. The development shall then only be implemented in 
accordance with the approved levels. 
  
REASON 
 
In order to reduce the risk of flooding. 
 
8. No external lighting shall be installed on site until details of the specification and the location 
of all external light sources has first been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local 
Planning Authority. Only the approved specifications and locations shall then be implemented on 
site. 
  
REASON 
 
In the interests of the amenities of the area. 
 
Prior Occupation Conditions 
 
9. The development hereby permitted shall not be brought into use until a scheme for the 
provision of adequate water supplies and fire hydrants necessary for firefighting purposes at the 
site, has first been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The 
approved scheme shall be implemented in full prior to the first connection of the site to the National 
Grid and to the written satisfaction of the Local Planning Authority. 
 
REASON 
 
In the interests of public safety. 
 
10. There shall be no use of the site for the purposes hereby approved until all parts of the 
existing accesses within the public highway not included within the approved access works, 
including the vehicular access abutting the western side of the approved access, have all been 
permanently closed and the highway re-instated to the written satisfaction of the Local Planning 
Authority. 
  
REASON 
 
In the interests of highway safety. 
 
11. There shall be no use of the site for the use hereby permitted until the whole of the access 
works as shown on the approved plans together with the whole of the car parking, manoeuvring and 
service areas have all been laid out and fully completed to the written satisfaction of the Local 
Planning Authority. 
  
REASON 
 
In the interests of highway safety. 
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12. There shall be no use of the site for the use hereby permitted until visibility splays as shown 
on the approved plans have first been provided in full to the written satisfaction of the Local 
Planning Authority. These splays shall remain unobstructed at all times. 
  
REASON 
 
In the interests of highway safety 
 
Other Conditions 
 
13. No gates shall be hung within the vehicular access into the site so as to open within eight 
metres of the near edge of the public highway carriageway. 
 
REASON 
 
In the interests of highway safety. 
 
14. The development hereby permitted shall not be brought into use until a Landscape and 

Ecological Management Plan (“LEMP”) has first been submitted to and approved in writing by the 

Local Planning Authority. The content of the LEMP shall be in general accordance with the 

approved Landscape Strategy Plan approved under condition 2 and shall include reference to the 

community garden shown on that Plan. The LEMP shall include: 

 
a) a description and evaluation of the features to be managed; 

b) ecological trends and constraints on site that might influence management, 

c) the aims, objectives and targets for the management, 

d) descriptions of the management operations for achieving the aims and objectives, 

e) prescriptions for management actions, 

f) Preparation of a work schedule (including an annual work plan capable of being rolled forward 

over a thirty-year period), 

g) Details of the monitoring needed to measure the effectiveness of management, 

h) Details of each element of the monitoring programme, 

i) Details of the persons or organisations(s) responsible for implementation and monitoring, 

j) Mechanisms of adaptive management to account for necessary changes in the work schedule 

to achieve the required aims, objectives ad targets, 

k) Reporting procedures for each year 1, 2, 5, 10, 20 and 30 with bio-diversity net gain 

reconciliation calculated at each stage, 

l) The legal and funding mechanisms by which the long-term implementation of the LEMP will be 

secured by the developer and the management body(ies) responsible for its delivery, 

m) How contingencies and/or remedial action will be identified, agreed and implemented in the 

event that monitoring under (k) above shows that the conservation aims and objectives set out 

in (c) above are not being met so that the development still delivers the full functioning bio-

diversity objectives of the originally approved scheme. 

The details in that Plan shall then be implemented on site and be adhered to at all times during the 
lifetime of the development. 
 
REASON 
 
In the interests of enhancing and protecting bio-diversity. 
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INFORMATIVES 
 

1. Attention is drawn to Sections 163 and 278 of the Highway Act 1980, the Traffic Management Act 
2004, the New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 and all relevant Codes of Practice.  Advice on 
Section 278 can be obtained from the Warwickshire County Council. 
 

2. Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Authority require the inclusion of an advisory note, drawing attention 
to the need for the development to comply with Approved Document B, Volume 2, Requirement B5 
- Access and Facilities for the Fire Service. 

 
3. The Local Planning Authority has met the requirements of the National Planning Policy Framework 

in this case through the issue of a positive decision following discussion and engagement to 
overcome initial technical concerns. 

 
 

 
APPEALS TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
 

1. If you are aggrieved by the decision of the Local Planning Authority to grant permission subject to 
conditions, you can appeal to the Department for Communities and Local Government under 
Section 78 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. 

2. If you want to appeal against your local planning authority’s decision, then you must do so within 6 
months of the date of this notice. 

3. Appeals must be made using a form which you can get from the Planning Inspectorate at Temple 
Quay House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol, BS1 6PN, or online at www.planning-
inspectorate.gov.uk and www.planningportal.gov.uk/pcs. 

4. The Secretary of State can allow a longer period for giving notice of an appeal, but he will not 
normally be prepared to use this power unless there are special circumstances which excuse the 
delay in giving notice of appeal. 

5. The Secretary of State need not consider an appeal if it seems to him that the Local Planning 
Authority could not have granted planning permission for the proposed development or could not 
have granted it without the conditions they imposed, having regard to the statutory requirements, to 
the provisions of any development order and to any directions given under a development order. 

6. The Secretary of State does not refuse to consider appeals solely because the Local Planning 
Authority based their decision on a direction given by him. 

 
PURCHASE NOTICES 
 

1. If either the Local Planning Authority or the Department for Communities and Local Government 
grants permission to develop land subject to conditions, the owner may claim that he/she can 
neither put the land to a reasonably beneficial use in its existing state nor render the land capable of 
a reasonably beneficial use by the carrying out of any development which has been or would be 
permitted. 

2. In these circumstances, the owner may serve a purchase notice on the Council in whose area the 
land is situated. This notice will require the Council to purchase his/her interest in the land in 
accordance with the provisions of Part VI of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. 

 
NOTES 
 

1. This decision is for the purposes of the Town and Country Planning Act only.  It is not a decision 
under Building Regulations or any other statutory provision.  Separate applications may be 
required. 

http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/pcs
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2. A report has been prepared that details more fully the matters that have been taken into account 
when reaching this decision.  You can view a copy on the Council's web site via the Planning 
Application Search pages http://www.northwarks.gov.uk/planning.  It will be described as ‘Decision 
Notice and Application File’.  Alternatively, you can view it by calling into the Council's Reception 
during normal opening hours (up to date details of the Council’s opening hours can be found on our 
web site http://www.northwarks.gov.uk/contact). 

3. Plans and information accompanying this decision notice can be viewed online at our website 
http://www.northwarks.gov.uk/planning. Please refer to the conditions on this decision notice for 
details of those plans and information approved. 

 

http://www.northwarks.gov.uk/planning
http://www.northwarks.gov.uk/contact
http://www.northwarks.gov.uk/planning
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NOTATION:

Application boundary

line (7316 m² approx.)

H&S, CDM Regulations: all products and materials to be used and

handled in accordance with manufacturer’s

recommendations/instructions, and in accordance with good health

and safety practice

.

A ground contamination survey may be required for any

development that falls within, or is adjacent to, an area of former

land fill.

These drawings have been prepared to the stated scale and,

provided they are reproduced to the same scale using accurately

calibrated equipment and suitable media which are not unduly

susceptible to changes in humidity and temperature, they are

sufficiently accurate for the purpose for which they have been

prepared, being the planning application purpose.  They should not

be used for other purposes.

All dimensions and levels to be checked on site, and discrepancies

reported before works commence.
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General Development Applications 
 
(6/b) Application No: PAP/2023/0056 
 
Land At Junction Lichfield Road, Watton Lane, Water Orton,  
 
Battery Energy Storage Site, substation compound, with associated 
infrastructure, fencing, access off Watton Road, drainage and landscaping, for 
 
- Anglo ES Water Orton Ltd 
 
Introduction 
 
This application was referred to the Board’s November meeting and it resolved to grant 
planning permission subject to completion of a Section 106 Agreement relating to an 
off-site financial contribution for bio-diversity offsetting.  There has been a change in 
circumstance since then and thus the matter is referred back to the Board. 
 
The previous report is at Appendix A 
 
Additional Information 
 
At the last meeting, Members also asked the applicant to see if additional landscaping 
could be provided on site which was preferred to an off-site contribution. The applicant 
has taken this “invitation” on board and has submitted a further plan which enhances 
landscaping on the site itself – see Appendix B. It is said that this provides sufficient on-
site gain, so as to remove the need for the off-site contribution.  
 
Consultation 
 
The County Council Ecologist - It is agreed that there is bio-diversity gain on-site of 
some 17% and thus there is no requirement for an off-site contribution. 
 
Observations 
 
In light of this new plan and the response from the County Council it is considered that 
there is now no need for the Agreement. However, an additional condition will be 
required beyond those outlined in Appendix A, in order to secure a long-term landscape 
and ecological management plan for the on-site provision. 
 
Recommendation 
 
That planning permission be GRANTED subject to the substitution of the plan at 
Appendix B in the plans condition number 2 as set out in Appendix A and the 
substitution of Condition 14 in that Appendix with the following condition: 
 

14. The development hereby permitted shall not be brought into use until a 

Landscape and Ecological Management Plan (“LEMP”) has first been submitted 

to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The content of the 

LEMP shall be in general accordance with the approved Landscape Strategy 
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Plan approved under condition 2 and shall include reference to the community 

garden shown on that Plan. The LEMP shall include: 

 

a) a description and evaluation of the features to be managed; 

b) ecological trends and constraints on site that might influence management, 

c) the aims, objectives and targets for the management, 

d) descriptions of the management operations for achieving the aims and 

objectives, 

e) prescriptions for management actions, 

f) Preparation of a work schedule (including an annual work plan capable of being 

rolled forward over a thirty-year period), 

g) Details of the monitoring needed to measure the effectiveness of management, 

h) Details of each element of the monitoring programme, 

i)  Details of the persons or organisations(s) responsible for implementation and 

monitoring, 

j) Mechanisms of adaptive management to account for necessary changes in the 

work schedule to achieve the required aims, objectives ad targets, 

k) Reporting procedures for each year 1, 2, 5, 10, 20 and 30 with bio-diversity net 

gain reconciliation calculated at each stage, 

l) The legal and funding mechanisms by which the long-term implementation of the 

LEMP will be secured by the developer and the management body(ies) 

responsible for its delivery, 

m) How contingencies and/or remedial action will be identified, agreed and 

implemented in the event that monitoring under (k) above shows that the 

conservation aims and objectives set out in (c) above are not being met so that 

the development still delivers the full functioning bio-diversity objectives of the 

originally approved scheme. 

       The details in that Plan shall then be implemented on site and be adhered to at 
all times     during the lifetime of the development. 
 
REASON 

 

In the interests of enhancing and protecting bio-diversity. 
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