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Chapter 1
Introduction

1.1 North Warwickshire Borough Council commissioned LUC in November 2025 to carry out Sustainability
Appraisal (SA) incorporating Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the North Warwickshire Local
Plan Review.

1.2 SA/SEA is an assessment process designed to consider and communicate the significant sustainability
issues and effects of emerging plans and policies within them, including their alternatives. SA/SEA iteratively
informs the plan-making process by helping to refine the contents of plans, so that they maximise the
benefits of sustainable development and avoid, or at least minimise, the potential for adverse effects.

1.3 The purpose of this Scoping Report is to provide the context for and determine the scope of, the SA of
the Local Plan Review and to set out the framework for undertaking the later stages of the SA.

1.4 The Scoping stage of SA involves:
B Reviewing other plans, policies and programmes.

B Considering the current state of the environment, as well as social and economic factors in the plan
area (in this case North Warwickshire).

B |dentifying any key environmental, social and economic issues which may be affected by the Local Plan
Review.

B Setting out the ‘SA framework’, which comprises specific sustainability objectives against which the
likely effects of the Local Plan Review can be assessed.

The plan area

1.5 North Warwickshire Borough lies in the West Midlands, with an area of approximately 110 square miles
and a population of over 65,000 people’. Despite being close to Coventry to the south, Tamworth to the
north and the West Midlands conurbation to the west, the Borough is rural in nature and much of North
Warwickshire is designated as Green Belt. The largest settlements in the Borough are Atherstone and
Mancetter and there are many smaller villages, reflecting the Borough’s generally rural character. North
Warwickshire faces significant development pressure from nearby urban areas, particularly Tamworth to the
north.

1.6 The Borough has a high value natural environment, with notable concentrations of heathland, ancient
woodlands and acid grasslands associated with post-industrial habitats. While it has no internationally
designated nature conservation sites, there are 13 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) located in the
Borough covering some 417 ha of land. There are also a large number of Local Wildlife Sites and four Local
Nature Reserves.

1.7 The location of North Warwickshire is shown in Figure 1.1 overleaf.

' Office for National Statistics. How life has changed in North Warwickshire: Census 2021 data
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/censusareachanges/E07000218/
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The North Warwickshire Local Plan Review

1.8 North Warwickshire Borough Council adopted the current Local Plan in 2021, which sets out the overall
spatial strategy for the Borough over the period 2019-2033. The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
requires local planning authorities to review the policies in their Local Plans at least every five years to
assess if they need to be updated and to determine whether they remain relevant and effectively address
current needs. Updates are also required if local housing needs have significantly changed. A report was
considered by the Council’'s LDF Sub-committee on 13t July 2025 on the adopted Local Plan to consider
which policies require updating. That report forms the basis of the Issues and Options Paper which was
published for Regulation 18 consultation in late November 2025.

Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment

1.9 Under the amended Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 20042, SA is mandatory for Development
Plan Documents. For these documents it is also necessary to conduct an environmental assessment in
accordance with the requirements of the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive (European
Directive 2001/42/EC), as transposed into law in England by the SEA Regulations?® and which remains in
force despite the UK exiting the European Union in January 2020. Therefore, it is a legal requirement for the
North Warwickshire Local Plan Review to be subject to SA and SEA throughout its preparation.

1.10 In October 2023, the Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill received royal assent. The Levelling-up and
Regeneration Act outlines a number of reforms to the planning system, including the replacement of the
current SEA regime with a new requirement for an Environmental Outcomes Report. The specific
requirements will be set out in forthcoming regulations, along with information about transition arrangements;
however at present the requirement for SEA remains as set out in existing legislation. Any changes to the
legal framework for carrying out SA/SEA will be addressed as required as the Local Plan Review is
prepared.

1.11 The requirements to carry out SA and SEA are distinct, although it is possible to satisfy both using a
single appraisal process (as advocated in the national Planning Practice Guidance#*, whereby plan-makers
can comply with the requirements of the SEA Regulations through a single integrated SA process — this is
the process that is being undertaken in North Warwickshire. From here on, the term ‘SA’ should therefore be
taken to mean ‘SA incorporating the requirements of the SEA Regulations’.

1.12 The SA process comprises a number of stages, with Scoping being Stage A as shown below:

Stage A: Setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and deciding on the scope.
Stage B: Developing and refining options and assessing effects.

Stage C: Preparing the Sustainability Appraisal Report.

Stage D: Consulting on the Local Plan and the SA Report.

Stage E: Monitoring the significant effects of implementing the Local Plan.

2 The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 was amended under the Environmental Assessments and Miscellaneous Planning
(EU Exit) Regulations 2018.

3 The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (S| 2004/1633), as amended by The Environmental
Assessments and Miscellaneous Planning (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2018 (S12018/1232).

4 Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities and Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (2016, updated
2021). Planning Practice Guidance. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-quidance.
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Habitats Regulations Assessment

1.13 The requirement to undertake Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) of development plans was
confirmed by the amendments to the Habitats Regulations published for England and Wales in July 2007,
updated in 2010 and again in 2012 and 20175. The Regulations translate Directive 92/43/EEC on the
Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (Habitats Directive) and 79/409/EEC (Birds
Directive) into UK law and remain a legal requirement despite the UK exiting the European Union.

1.14 The purpose of HRA is to assess the impacts of a land-use plan against the conservation objectives of
a European site and to ascertain whether it would adversely affect the integrity of that site, either alone or in
combination with other plans or projects.

1.15 The HRA of the North Warwickshire Local Plan Review will be undertaken separately but the findings
will be taken into account in the SA where relevant (for example to inform judgements about the likely effects
of potential development locations on biodiversity).

Approach to Scoping

1.16 There are five key tasks involved at the Scoping Stage:

Stage A1: Setting out the policy context for the SA of the North Warwickshire Local Plan Review (i.e.
key Government policies and strategies that influence what the Local Plan Review and the SA need to
consider).

Stage A2: Setting out the baseline for the SA of the Local Plan Review (i.e. the current and likely future
environmental, social and economic conditions in North Warwickshire).

Stage A3: Drawing on A1 and A2, identify the particular sustainability problems and/or opportunities
(‘issues’) that the Local Plan Review and the SA should address.

Stage A4: Drawing on A1, A2 and A3, develop a framework of SA objectives and assessment criteria to
appraise the constituent parts of the Local Plan Review in isolation and in combination.

Stage A5: Consultation on the scope of the SA.

1.17 This Scoping Report fulfils the requirements set out above with a view to later establishing the likely
significant effects of constituent parts of the Local Plan Review both in isolation and in combination. In
accordance with national PPG, published online by the Government, the Scoping Report should be
proportionate and relevant to the Local Plan Review, focussing on what is needed to identify and assess the
likely significant effects.

Meeting the requirements of the SEA Regulations

1.18 The relevant sections of this Scoping Report that are considered to meet the SEA Regulations
requirements are signposted in Table 1.1 below (the remainder will be met during subsequent stages of the
SA of the North Warwickshire Local Plan Review). This table will be included in the SA Report at each stage
of plan making to show how the requirements of the SEA Regulations have been met through the SA
process.

Table 1.1 Meeting the requirements of the SEA Regulations

SEA Regulations Requirement Covered in this Report?

Environmental Report

5 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (SI1 2017/1012), as amended by The Conservation of Habitats and
Species (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (SI 2019/579).
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SEA Regulations Requirement Covered in this Report?

Where an environmental assessment is required by any provision of
Part 2 of these Regulations, the responsible Authority shall prepare,
or secure the preparation of, an environmental report in accordance
with paragraphs (2) and (3) of this regulation. The report shall identify,
describe and evaluate the likely significant effects on the environment
of:

B e) Implementing the plan or programme; and

B f) Reasonable alternatives taking into account the objectives and
geographical scope of the plan or programme.

(Regulation 12(1) and (2) and Schedule 2).

The full SA Report that will be
produced to accompany
consultation on the Local Plan
Review will constitute the
‘environmental report’ and will be
produced at a later stage in the
SA process but will include the
relevant parts of the Scoping
Report.

An outline of the contents and main objectives of the plan or

Chapter 1, Chapter 2 and

programme including, in particular, those relating to any areas of a
particular environmental importance, such as areas designated
pursuant to Directives 79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds
and the Habitats Directive.

programme and of its relationship with other relevant plans and Appendix A.
programmes.

The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the Chapter 3
likely evolution thereof without implementation of the plan or

programme.

The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly Chapter 3
affected.

Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the plan or | Chapter 3

The environmental protection objectives, established at international,
Community or national level, which are relevant to the plan or
programme and the way those objectives and any environmental
considerations have been taken into account during its preparation.

Chapter 2 and Appendix A.

The likely significant effects on the environment, including short,
medium and long-term effects, permanent and temporary effects,
positive effects and secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects, on
issues such as:

B Biodiversity;
Population;
Human health;
Fauna;

Flora;

Soil;

Water;

Air;

Climatic factors;

Material assets;

Requirement will be met at a later
stage in the SA process.
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SEA Regulations Requirement Covered in this Report?

B Cultural heritage, including architectural and archaeological
heritage;

B Landscape; and

B The interrelationship between the issues referred to in sub-
paragraphs (a) to (1).

The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as possible
offset any significant adverse effects on the environment of
implementing the plan or programme.

Requirement will be met at a later
stage in the SA process.

An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with and
a description of how the assessment was undertaken including any
difficulties (such as technical deficiencies or lack of know-how)
encountered in compiling the required information.

Requirement will be met at a later
stage in the SA process.

A description of the measures envisaged concerning monitoring in
accordance with regulation 17.

Requirement will be met at a later
stage in the SA process.

A non-technical summary of the information is provided under
paragraphs 1 to 9.

Requirement will be met at a later
stage in the SA process.

The report shall include such of the information referred to in
Schedule 2 to these Regulations as may reasonably be required,
taking account of:

B Current knowledge and methods of assessment;
B The contents and level of detail in the plan or programme;

B The stage of the plan or programme in the decision-making
process; and

B The extent to which certain matters are more appropriately
assessed at different levels in that process in order to avoid
duplication of the assessment.

(Regulation 12 (3))

When deciding on the scope and level of detail of the information that
must be included in the environmental report, the responsible
Authority shall consult the consultation bodies.

(Regulation 12(5))

The Environmental Report at
each stage of the SA will adhere
to this requirement.

Consultation

This Scoping Report is being
published for consultation with
the three statutory bodies (the
Environment Agency, Historic
England and Natural England).

Authorities with environmental responsibility and the public, shall be
given an early and effective opportunity within appropriate time
frames to express their opinion on the draft plan or programme and
the accompanying environmental report before the adoption of the
plan or programme.

(Regulation 13)

Public consultation on the Local
Plan Review and accompanying
SA Reports will take place as the
Local Plan Review develops.

Other EU Member States, where the implementation of the plan or
programme is likely to have significant effects on the environment of
that country.

The North Warwickshire Local
Plan Review is not expected to
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Covered in this Report?

(Regulation 14) have significant effects on other
EU Member States.

Taking the environmental report and the results of the consultations into account in decision-making

(relevant extracts of Regulation 16)

Provision of information on the decision:

When the plan or programme is adopted, the public and any countries
consulted under Reg. 14 must be informed and the following made
available to those so informed:

B The plan or programme as adopted;

B A statement summarising how environmental considerations
have been integrated into the plan or programme and how the
environmental report, the opinions expressed and the results of
consultations entered into have been taken into account and the
reasons for choosing the plan or programme as adopted, in the
light of the other reasonable alternatives dealt with; and

B The measures decided concerning monitoring.

The responsible Authority shall monitor the significant effects of the
implementation of each plan or programme with the purpose of
identifying unforeseen adverse effects at an early stage and being
able to undertake appropriate remedial action.

(Regulation 17(1))

To be addressed after the Local
Plan Review is adopted.

To be addressed after the Local
Plan Review is adopted.
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2.1 Schedule 2 of the SEA Regulations requires:

a) “an outline of the contents and main objectives of the plan or programme and its relationship with
other relevant plans or programmes” and

b) “the environmental protection objectives established at International, Community or National level,
which are relevant to the plan or programme and the way those objectives and any environmental
considerations have been taken into account during its preparation”

2.2 In order to establish a clear scope for the SA, it is necessary to review and develop an understanding of
the environmental, social and economic objectives contained within international and national policies, plans
and strategies that are of relevance to the North Warwickshire Local Plan Review. Given the SEA
Regulations requirements above, it is also necessary to consider the relationship between the North
Warwickshire Local Plan Review and other relevant plans, policies and programmes.

2.3 This chapter summarises the relationship of the North Warwickshire Local Plan Review to the relevant
international and national policies, plans and programmes which should be taken into consideration during
preparation of the plan and its SA, as well as those plans and programmes which are of relevance at a sub-
regional level. The objectives of these plans and programmes have been taken into account when drafting
the SA framework in Chapter 4. An outline of the content and main objectives of the Local Plan Review will
be described in subsequent SA reports, as this emerges through the plan-making process.

2.4 As of the end of January 2020 the UK has left the EU. Principally, the UK’s environmental law is derived
from EU law or was directly effective EU law. As a result of Brexit, the European Union (Withdrawal) Act
2018 converts existing EU law which applied directly in the UK’s legal system (such as EU Regulations and
EU Decisions) into UK law and preserves laws made in the UK to implement EU obligations (e.g. the laws
which implement EU Directive). This body of law is known as retained EU law and could be subject to future,
post-Brexit amendments.

2.5 As set out in the Explanatory Memorandum accompanying the Brexit amendments®, the purpose of the
Brexit amendments to the SEA Regulations is to ensure that the law functions correctly after the UK has left
the EU. No substantive changes are made by this instrument to the way the SEA regime operates.

2.6 Relevant international plans and policy (including those at the EU level) are transposed into national
plans, policy and legislation and these have been considered in this chapter and in Appendix A.

2.7 The North Warwickshire Local Plan Review is not prepared in isolation and must be in conformity with a
range of other plans and programmes as shown in Figure 2.1 below. In addition, the North Warwickshire

6 Explanatory Memorandum to the Environmental Assessments and Miscellaneous Planning (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2018
No. 1232.
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Local Plan Review comprises any ‘made’ (adopted) Neighbourhood Plans within the plan area (there are
currently 10 in North Warwickshire”) and is supported by other documents such as the Statement of
Community Involvement, Local Development Scheme, Authority Monitoring Report and Supplementary
Planning Documents, also shown in Figure 2.1.

Figure 2.1 Local Plan relationship with other relevant plans and programmes

The ‘development plan’

7 North Warwickshire Borough Council Neighbourhood Planning. https://www.northwarks.gov.uk/forward-planning/neighbourhood-
planning

LUC 19



Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report
December 2025

International

2.8 At the international level, there is a wide range of plans and programmes which act to inform and shape
national level legislation. Planning policy in England at a national and local level (i.e. the NPPF and Local
Plan) should be aware of and in conformity with the relevant legislation. Relevant international plans and
policy are transposed into national plans, policy and legislation and these have been considered in the
following section and in Appendix A.

National

2.9 There is an extensive range of national plans, policies, and programmes that are relevant to the Local
Plan Review and the SA process. A pragmatic and proportionate approach has been taken with regards to
the identification of key national policies, plans and programmes, focusing on those that are of most
relevance. A summary of the main objectives of the NPPF and PPG of relevance to the Local Plan Review
and the SA is provided below. In addition, the main sustainability objectives of other national plans and
programmes which are of most relevance to the Local Plan Review and the SA are provided in Appendix A.

The National Planning Policy Framework and Planning Practice Guidance

2.10 The NPPF28 is the overarching planning framework which provides national planning policy and
principles for the planning system in England. The NPPF was originally published in March 2012 and has
since been updated and revised several times.

2.11 An updated version of the NPPF was published in December 2024. It includes a new standard method
for assessing housing needs, which is much more ambitious than its predecessor.

2.12 The updated NPPF introduces a requirement for local planning authorities to review Green Belt
boundaries under certain conditions. Specifically, if an authority cannot meet its identified needs for homes,
commercial or other development through alternative means, it is mandated to review its Green Belt
boundaries. The updated NPPF also includes a new designation for some sections of land currently
designated as Green Belt, referred to as grey belt. Grey belt land is defined in the NPPF as land in the
Green Belt comprising previously developed land and/or any other land that, in either case, does not strongly
contribute to any of purposes (a), (b) or (d) of the Green Belt, as specified in paragraph 143 of the NPPF.
Therefore, grey belt does not always comprise previously developed land. Where it is necessary to release
Green Belt land for development, plans should first give priority to previously developed land in the Green
Belt, followed by grey belt land which is not previously developed, and then other Green Belt locations.
According to the NPPF, the need to promote sustainable patterns of development should determine whether
a site's location within the Green Belt is appropriate or not.

2.13 The three overarching objectives of the planning system are set out in paragraph 8 of the NPPF, which
should be pursued in mutually supportive ways so that net gains are achieved across each of the different
objectives:

B “an economic objective — to help build a strong, responsive and competitive economy, by ensuring that
sufficient land of the right types is available in the right places and at the right time to support growth,
innovation and improved productivity; and by identifying and coordinating the provision of infrastructure;

B a social objective — to support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by ensuring that a sufficient
number and range of homes can be provided to meet the needs of present and future generations; and
by fostering well-designed, beautiful and safe places, with accessible services and open spaces that
reflect current and future needs and support communities’ health, social and cultural well-being; and

8 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (2024) National Planning Policy Framework [online] Available at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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B an environmental objective — to protect and enhance our natural, built and historic environment;
including making effective use of land, improving biodiversity, using natural resources prudently,
minimising waste and pollution and mitigating and adapting to climate change, including moving to a
low carbon economy.”

2.14 The North Warwickshire Local Plan Review must be consistent with the requirements of the NPPF,
which states that:

“Succinct and up-to-date plans should provide a positive vision for the future of each area; a framework
for addressing housing needs and other economic, social and environmental priorities; and a platform
for local people to shape their surroundings”.

2.15 A local planning authority is also required to have regard to national policies and advice contained in
guidance issued by the Secretary of State when preparing a Local Plan®.

2.16 Paragraph 20 of the NPPF states the need for strategic policies in plan-making, which set out the
overall strategy for the pattern, scale and design quality of places, making sufficient provision for:

B “a) homes (including affordable housing), employment, retail, leisure and other commercial
development;

B b) infrastructure for transport, telecommunications, security, waste management, water supply,
wastewater, flood risk and coastal change management and the provision of minerals and energy
(including heat);

B ¢) community facilities (such as health, education and cultural infrastructure); and

B d) conservation and enhancement of the natural, built and historic environment, including landscapes
and green infrastructure and planning measures to address climate change mitigation and adaptation.”

2.17 National Planning Practice Guidance ' provides guidance on how the Government’s planning policies
for England are expected to be applied. Sitting alongside the NPPF, it provides an online resource that is
updated on a regular basis for the benefit of planning practitioners.

2.18 The overarching nature of the NPPF means that its implications for the SA relate to multiple topics
which this report seeks to address. Considering the importance of the NPPF to the English planning system,
the relevance of the Framework and its implications for the plan-making process and the SA is explained in
more detail below. Sustainability topics are separated into environmental, social and economic below, but
many issues are cross-cutting. The summary provided below is not absolutely comprehensive and the NPPF
is intended to be read and applied as a whole during plan-making.

Environmental and social considerations

2.19 Climate change adaption and mitigation, energy efficiency and waste minimisation measures for
new development, including through the promotion of renewable energy schemes, are supported through the
NPPF. One of the core planning principles is to “support the transition to net zero by 2050 and take full
account of all climate impacts including overheating, water scarcity, storm and flood risks and coastal
change. It should help to: shape places in ways that contribute to radical reductions in greenhouse gas
emissions, minimise vulnerability and improve resilience; encourage the reuse of existing resources,
including the conversion of existing buildings; and support renewable and low carbon energy and associated
infrastructure”. Furthermore, local planning authorities should adopt a proactive approach to mitigate and

9 HM Government (2004) Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) — Clause 19(2)(A) [online]. Available at:
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/section/19.

1 Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities and Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (2016, updated
2024). Planning Practice Guidance. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-quidance.
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adapt to climate change, taking full account of the long-term implications for flood risk, coastal change, water
supply, biodiversity and landscapes and the risk of overheating and drought from rising temperatures.

2.20 The SA can consider the contribution the alternatives make in terms of contribution to climate change
mitigation as well as climate change adaptation.

2.21 In relation to health and wellbeing, healthy, inclusive and safe places which promote social interaction
and integration, are safe and accessible and enable and support healthy lifestyles are supported through the
Framework. The Building for a Healthy Life design toolkit'' can be used by local authorities to assist in the
creation of places that are better for people and nature.

2.22 One of the core planning principles is to “take into account and support the delivery of local strategies to
improve health, social and cultural well-being for all sections of the community”. It is identified in the
document that “a network of high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and physical activity is
important for the health and well-being of communities”. Furthermore, the retention and enhancement of
local services and community facilities in villages, such as local shops, meeting places, sports venues, open
space, cultural buildings, public houses and places of worship is supported. Importantly, Local Plans should
also “contain policies to optimise the use of land in their area and meet as much of the identified need for
housing as possible”. Additionally, larger scale developments such as new settlements or significant
extensions to existing villages and towns are required by the NPPF to be guided by policies set within a
vision that looks at least 30 years ahead'2. The need for policies to be reflective of this longer time period is
to take account of the likely timescale for delivery.

2.23 The delivery of new housing is considered to support local communities by meeting housing needs and
addressing shortages. The North Warwickshire Local Plan Review can have a significant influence on
addressing inequalities, including those relating to health, and will need to consider the appropriate siting of
new development, particularly large development sites that are likely to include new service and facility
provisions. The Local Plan can ensure that new development is located in areas which can improve
accessibility for existing as well as new residents and ensure that future development does not exacerbate
existing inequalities. The SA process can support the identification and refinement of options that can
contribute to reducing inequalities and support the development of policy approaches that cumulatively
improve the wellbeing of local communities.

2.24 The NPPF sets out the approach Local Plans should have in relation to biodiversity and states that
plans should “identify, map and safeguard components of local wildlife-rich habitats and wider ecological
networks, including the hierarchy of international, national and locally designated sites of importance for
biodiversity; wildlife corridors and stepping stones that connect them; and areas identified by national and
local partnerships for habitat management, enhancement, restoration or creation”. Plans should also
promote the conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority habitats , ecological networks and the
recovery of priority species; and identify and pursue opportunities for securing measurable net gains for
biodiversity. A strategic approach to maintaining and enhancing networks of habitats and green infrastructure
is to be supported through planning policies.

2.25 The North Warwickshire Local Plan Review should seek to maximise any opportunities arising for local
economies, communities and health as well as biodiversity. This should be inclusive of approaches which
are supportive of enhancing the connectivity of green infrastructure and promoting the achievement of

" Homes England (2020). Building for a Healthy Life. Available at:
https://www.udg.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/files/14JULY20%20BFL%202020%20Brochure _3.pdf.

2 The updated PPG clarifies that this requirement of the NPPF is to be applied “where most of the development arising from larger
scale developments proposed in the plan will be delivered well beyond the plan period and where delivery of those developments
extends 30 years or longer from the start of the plan period”. Furthermore, where this requirement applies “the authority will need to
ensure that their vision reflects the long-term nature of their strategy for the plan or those larger scale developments. It is not anticipated
that such visions would require evidence in addition to that already produced to support the plan”.
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biodiversity net gain. The SA process should support the identification and maximisation of potential benefits
through the consideration of alternatives and assessment of both negative and positive significant effects.

2.26 In relation to landscape, the NPPF sets the planning principles of recognising the intrinsic beauty and
character of the countryside as well as protecting and enhancing valued landscapes. Reference is included
with regards to this purpose at National Parks, The Broads and National Landscapes.

2.27 The Local Plan Review should be supportive of an approach to development which would protect the
landscape character of North Warwickshire Borough and its surrounds. Where appropriate it should also
seek to protect the identity of the built-up areas of North Warwickshire. The SA should identify those
alternatives which contribute positively to landscape and townscape character.

2.28 The NPPF states that in relation to the historic environment plans should “set out a positive strategy
for the conservation and enjoyment of the historic environment, including heritage assets most at risk
through neglect, decay or other threats”. Where appropriate, plans should seek to sustain and enhance the
significance of heritage assets and local character and distinctiveness, while viable uses of assets should be
considered. Plans should take into account the wider social, cultural, economic and environmental benefits
that conservation of the historic environment can bring. They should also consider the contribution the
historic environment can make to the character of a place.

2.29 Although Local Plans can no longer require levels of the Code for Sustainable Homes, they can
promote the Home Quality Mark to support residents in understanding the quality and performance of new
build homes and can also set targets for developers to provide for a given percentage of energy used by a
new development to come from on-site renewable or low carbon technologies. Revisions were made to the
Building Regulations 202213, setting minimum energy efficiency standards which are increasing the
performance values of properties. From 15 June 2022, all new build homes are required to produce at least
31% less carbon emissions. Local Plan policies can further support the development of renewable energy
technologies where appropriate, in line with climate change mitigation strategies and targets. The UK Green
Building Council has produced a resource pack which is designed to help local authorities improve the
sustainability of new homes. The New Homes Policy Playbook'* sets out minimum requirements for
sustainability in new homes that local authorities should introduce, as well as proposed stretching
requirements should local authorities wish to go further. For non-residential uses, BREEAM assessments
can be used by local authorities to ensure buildings meet sustainability objectives.

2.30 The NPPF prevents new and existing development contributing to, being put at an unacceptable risk
from, or being adversely affected by, unacceptable levels of soil, air, water or noise pollution or land
instability. Inappropriate development in areas at risk of flooding should be avoided. Plans should take a
proactive approach to mitigating and adapting to climate change, taking into account implications for water
supply. Furthermore, strategic policies should set out an overall strategy for the pattern, scale and quality of
development and make sufficient provision infrastructure for water supply and wastewater.

2.31 The North Warwickshire Local Plan Review presents an opportunity to consider incorporating targets for
water efficiency and the level of water consumption and grey water recycling in any new development. The
Local Plan also can ensure that development is sited away from areas of high flood probability and that
appropriate water drainage is in place in line with flood risk strategies. The SA process should seek to
identify and address potential negative effects on the water environment, including implications relating to
wastewater.

'3 Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (2022) Building Regulations in England: circular 01/2022 [online] Available at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-regulations-in-england-circular-012022

“UK Green Building Council (2021) The New Homes Policy Playbook [online] Available at: https://ukgbc.s3.eu-west
2.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/05144257/New-Homes-Policy-Playbook-January-2021.pdf
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2.32 The NPPF states that the planning system should protect and enhance soils in a manner
commensurate with their statutory status or quality, while also encouraging the reuse of previously
developed land.

2.33 The Local Plan Review can seek to ensure appropriate protection of soil quality, including best and
most versatile agricultural land. Further to this, the Local Plan Review should ensure that new development
does not conflict with current mineral operations as well as long-term mineral resource plans. The SA
process should inform the development of the Local Plan Review by helping to identify alternatives which
would avoid areas of highest soil quality and best and most versatile agricultural land, as well as those which
would promote the use of brownfield land.

2.34 The Local Plan Review can offer enhanced protection for designated and non-designated heritage
assets and their settings, including any potential archaeological finds in line with heritage protection and
enhancement plans. The SA has a role to play by identifying which alternatives could offer opportunities to
secure the protection and enhancement of assets as well as those which might have significant impacts in
terms of their appropriate use and setting.

Economic considerations

2.35 The NPPF sets out that in terms of economic growth the role of the planning system is to contribute
towards building a “strong, responsive and competitive economy” by ensuring that sufficient land of the right
type is available in the right places and at the right time to support growth, innovation and improved
productivity. There is also a requirement for the planning system to identify and coordinate the provision of
infrastructure. Furthermore, planning policies should address the specific locational requirements of different
sectors.

2.36 Local planning authorities should incorporate planning policies which “support the role that town centres
play at the heart of local communities, by taking a positive approach to their growth, management and
adaptation”. Local Plans are required to “set out a clear economic vision and strategy which positively and
proactively encourages sustainable economic growth, having regard to Local Industrial Strategies and other
local policies for economic development and regeneration”.

2.37 The Local Plan Review should seek to maximise the potential benefits of nearby strategic growth, while
at the same time ensuring the vitality and viability of smaller localised economies. Ensuring that services and
facilities within the Borough’s district and neighbourhood centres are maintained and enhanced is also
important and will also provide support for local communities. The SA process can support the development
of the new Local Plan to ensure that its policies are considerate of impacts on the economy in North
Warwickshire. The process can also be used to demonstrate that impacts on the viability of local centres
have been considered.

2.38 The NPPF encourages local planning authorities to consider transport issues from the earliest stages
of plan-making so that opportunities to promote sustainable transport are identified and pursued; the
environmental impacts of traffic and transport infrastructure can be identified and assessed; and
opportunities from existing or proposed transport infrastructure and changing transport technology and
usage are realised. The framework also states that the planning system should actively manage growth
patterns in support of these objectives.

2.39 Growth will inevitably increase traffic on the roads which also has implications for air quality, albeit
noting the increased uptake of electric vehicles may minimise these impacts, and the Local Plan Review and
the SA process can seek to minimise effects of this nature through appropriately siting new development,
identifying where mitigation may be needed and requiring the necessary transport provisions and
contributions from new development. The Local Plan Review, as supported by the SA, should seek to
identify opportunities to maximise the potential for alternative modes of transport to the car and reduce the
need to travel, therefore reducing emissions, through consideration of alternatives and assessment of
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significant effects. This includes potential opportunities that may arise as a result of the delivery of new
infrastructure.

Other national policies, plans and programmes

2.40 Numerous other policies, plans and programmes (PPPs) at a national level are of relevance to the
preparation of the North Warwickshire Local Plan Review and the SA. Unlike the NPPF, most of the
documents are focussed on a specific topic area which the SA will consider. There will be some overlap
between the SA topics covered by these plans and programmes where those documents contain more over-
arching objectives. However, the plans and programmes considered of most relevance to the SA have been
grouped by the topics they most directly seek to address, and the sections below each topic heading
summarise the implications of the national policies, plans and programmes for the Local Plan Review and
SA.

2.41 These national plans, policies and programmes are detailed in Appendix A. The sections below
summarise the implications of these national PPPs for the Local Plan Review and the SA.
Climate change adaptation and mitigation and energy efficiency and waste minimisation
2.42 The key relevant national PPPs under this topic are:
m  Clean Energy Industries Sector Plan (2025)
The Hydrogen Update to the Market (2025)
The Onshore Wind Strategy (2025)
The Clean Power 2030 Action Plan (2024)
The Policy Statement on Onshore Wind (2024)
State of the UK Climate (2024)
Carbon Budget Delivery Plan (2023)
The Energy Security Plan (2023)
The Net Zero Growth Plan (2023)
Powering up Britain (2023)
The National Adaptation Programme and the Fourth Strategy for Climate Adaptation Reporting (2023)
The Environmental Improvement Plan (2023)
British Energy Security Strategy (2022)
UK Climate Change Risk Assessment (2022)
The Environment Act 2021
The Net Zero Strategy: Build Back Greener (2021)
The Industrial Decarbonisation Strategy (2021)
The Heat and Buildings Strategy (2021)
The UK Hydrogen Strategy (2021)
Energy Performance of Buildings Regulations (2021)
Waste Management Plan for England (2021)
The Energy White Paper: Powering our net zero future (2020)

National Infrastructure Strategy: Fairer, Faster, Greener (2020)
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Decarbonising Transport: Setting the Challenge (2020)

Sixth Carbon Budget (Climate Change Committee, 2020)

The Waste (Circular Economy) (Amendment) Regulations 2020

Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management: Policy Statement (2020)

The National Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management Strategy for England (2020)
Net Zero - The UK’s Contribution to Stopping Global Warming (2019)

The Flood and Water Management Act 2010 and The Flood and Water Regulations (2019)
Climate Change Act (2008) and Climate Change Act 2009 (2050 Target Amendment) Order (2019)
Our Waste, Our Resources: A strategy for England (2018)

The Clean Growth Strategy (2017)

National Planning Policy for Waste (NPPW) (2014)

Waste Management Plan for England (2013)

The Energy Efficiency Strategy: The Energy Efficiency Opportunity in the UK (2012)

The Promotion of the Use of Energy from Renewable Sources Regulations (2011)

The UK Low Carbon Transition Plan: National Strategy for Climate and Energy (2009)

The UK Renewable Energy Strategy (2009)

Planning and Energy Act (2008)

Implications for the Local Plan Review and SA

The Local Plan Review should consider setting out policies to achieve climate change mitigation and
adaptation, while also encouraging development which would help to minimise carbon emissions. The
Local Plan Review should help to ensure that new development is energy efficient and promotes the
use of sustainable construction methods and materials, as well as reduce their carbon emissions. In
addition, the Local Plan Review should seek to allocate development sites in areas where sustainable
transport patterns can be best achieved and encourage development to make use of more sustainable
sources of energy, potentially through the delivery of renewable energy development. The Local Plan
Review should also ensure that risk from all sources of flooding as a result of climate change is
managed effectively and should ensure that development is resilient to future flooding. This could
include the Local Plan Review setting out approaches to encourage the appropriate use of SuDS to
minimise flood risk. The Local Plan Review should also consider the handling of waste in line with the
waste hierarchy.

The SA can test policy options in relation to the contributions they make towards these aims. It should
also appraise the contribution individual sites can make to limiting carbon emissions (including through
the uptake of more sustainable sources of energy). Sites should also be considered in terms of the
impact they will have in terms of promoting climate change adaptation as well as reducing flood risk and
the amount of waste that goes to landfill.

2.43 The key relevant national PPPs under this topic are:
Planning Policy for Traveller Sites (2024)
The Policy Statement on New Towns (2024)
Levelling Up and Regeneration Act (2023)

Green Infrastructure Framework (2023)
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Anti-Social Behaviour Action Plan (2023)

White Paper Levelling Up the United Kingdom (2022)

A Fairer Private Rented Sector White Paper (2022)

National Design Guide (2021)

The State of the Environment: Health, People and the Environment (2021)

Build Back Better: Our Plan for Health and Social Care (2021)

COVID-19 Mental Health and Wellbeing Recovery Action Plan (2021)

Using the Planning System to Promote Healthy Weight Environments (2020) Addendum (2021)
The Charter for Social Housing Residents: Social Housing White Paper (2020)

Public Health England, PHE Strategy 2020-25

Homes England Strategic Plan 2023-2028

The Housing White Paper: Fixing our broken housing market (2017)

Planning Policy for Traveller Sites (2015)

Technical Housing Standards — Nationally Described Space Standard (2015)

Select Committee on Public Service and Demographic Change Report Ready for Ageing? (2013)
Laying the Foundations: Housing Strategy for England (2011)

Fair Society, Healthy Lives (2010)

Healthy Lives, Healthy People: Our strategy for Public Health in England (2010)

Environmental Noise Regulations (2018)

Implications for the Local Plan Review and SA

The Local Plan Review needs to consider the requirements for infrastructure as this has the potential to
have a significant impact on the environment and it should be prepared to ensure that the population
has access to sustainable low carbon infrastructure and services and facilities and that there is
sufficient capacity within them to serve the increased population. This should include healthcare,
education and open space. Development should be located in areas where facilities are most
accessible, issues of overcapacity would be less likely to result, and active modes of travel might be
promoted. Policies included in the Local Plan can also help to facilitate the supply of healthy local food,
for example by allocating land for allotments. The provision of an appropriate level of housing over the
plan period will help address issues of disparity in terms of access to decent housing in the plan area.
The provision of new housing should be considerate of local needs with regards to housing size, tenure
and type, including the needs of Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople.

Policy options considered for the Local Plan Review can be tested through the SA in relation to the
contributions they make towards these aims. The SA should also appraise the contribution the
development strategy can make to health and well-being. This should be considered in relation to the
ability to support the delivery of new infrastructure and facilities which might benefit public health, as
well as accessibility to existing infrastructure and facilities of this nature. The capacity of existing
facilities may also need to be considered. Consideration should also be given to the Local Plan's ability
to deliver the required number of new homes, including affordable homes.

2.44 The key relevant national PPPs under this topic are:

Infrastructure: A 10 Year Strategy (2025)
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The Uk’s Modern Industrial Strategy (2025)

The Plan for Change (2024)

The Levelling Up and Regeneration Act (2023)

The Growth Plan (2022)

Build Back Better: Our Plan for Growth (2021)

Agricultural Transition Plan 2021 to 2024

Agriculture Act (2020)

UK Industrial Strategy: Building a Britain Fit for the Future (2018)

LEP Network response to the Industrial Strategy Green Paper Consultation (2017)
National Infrastructure Delivery Plan 2016-2021

Implications for the Local Plan Review and SA

The Local Plan Review should allocate land to support the projected level of economic growth required
over the plan period. Local planning authorities should consider setting out approaches in Local Plan
policies to promote sustainable economic and employment growth to benefit all members of the
community and to reduce disparity in the plan area. This should include support for the infrastructure
required for the economy to function successfully. Employment sites should be located to enable local
people to be able to access the new employment opportunities. Local plan policies may also seek to
promote the viability of town and village centres.

The SA can test options in relation to the contribution they can make to achieving these aims. Options
should be appraised in terms of the contribution they can make to meeting the employment land
requirements of the borough as well as the access residents would have to the employment
opportunities delivered.

Environment (biodiversity / geodiversity, landscape and soils)
2.45 The key relevant national PPPs under this topic are:
The Climate and Nature Bill (2024)
The Environmental Improvement Plan (2023)
The Waste Prevention Programme for England: Maximising Resources, Minimising Waste (2023)
25 Year Environmental Plan: Progress Reports (2023)
Working with Nature (2022)
Establishing the Best Available Techniques for the UK (UK BAT) (2022)
The Environment Act (2021)25 Year Environment Plan: Progress Reports (2020)
The Conservation of Habitats and Species (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations (2019)
A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment (2018)
Biodiversity Offsetting in England Green Paper (2013)
Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife and ecosystem services (2011)
Defra Right of Way Circular (01/09) (2011)
Countryside and Rights of Way Act (2010)
Safeguarding our Soils — A Strategy for England (2009)
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England Biodiversity Strategy Climate Change Adaptation Principles (2008)
Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006)

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) (as amended)

National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act (1949)

Implications for the Local Plan Review and SA

The Local Plan Review should be prepared to limit the potential for adverse impacts on biodiversity and
geodiversity as well as important landscapes (including those that are designated) and higher value
soils. The plan area contains a number of important biodiversity sites which will need to be protected
through planning policy. The plan should also take into account non-designated landscapes identified to
be particularly sensitive to development and non-designated habitats which form part of wider
ecological networks. The plan also presents opportunities to promote the achievement of net gain in
biodiversity. Measures may include the incorporation of new green-blue corridors to support the passing
of wildlife and water through new developments and which will also help to reduce higher rates of
surface water runoff. These aims may be supported through the appropriate update of the spatial
strategy. It can also be used to encourage the re-use of brownfield land and protect more valuable
agricultural soils from development. Benefits may be achieved by directing development to less
sensitive locations. Updated planning policy can also be used to achieve habitat connectivity through
the provision of new green infrastructure.

It will be the role of the SA to test the policy options in terms of the effect they will have on biodiversity
sites and habitats as well as valued landscapes. The effects of these options in relation to promoting
the development of brownfield land and limiting the loss of valuable agricultural soils should also be
appraised. The findings of the Habitats Regulations Assessment should inform the appraisal of the
options where appropriate.

2.46 The key relevant national PPPs under this topic are:

The National Framework for Water Resources 2025: Water for Growth, Nature and a Resilient Future
(2025)

Plan for Water: Our Integrated Plan for Delivering Clean and Plentiful Water (2023)
Air Quality Strategy for England (2023)

Managing Water Abstraction (2021)

Environment Act (2021)

National Chalk Streams Strategy (2021).

Meeting our Future Water Needs: A National Framework for Water Resources (2020)
Clean Air Strategy (2019)

The Road to Zero (2018)

Our Waste, Our Resources: A Strategy for England (2018)

Environmental Noise Regulations (2018)

Water Supply (Water Quality) Regulations (2018)

Water Environment (Water Framework Directive) (England and Wales) Regulations (2017)
UK Plan for Tackling Roadside Nitrogen Dioxide Concentrations (2017)

UK Plan for Tackling Roadside Nitrogen Dioxide Concentrations (2017)

Drought Response: Our Framework for England (2017)
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Managing Water Abstraction (2016)

Environmental Permitting Regulations (2016)

Nitrate Pollution Prevention Regulations (2016)

Water White Paper (2012)

National Policy Statement for Waste Water (2012)

Air Quality Standards Regulations (2010)

Flood and Water Management Act (2010)

Groundwater (England and Wales) Regulations (2009)

Flood Risk Regulations (2009)

Future Water: The Government’s Water Strategy for England (2008)
Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland (2007)
Urban Waste Water Treatment Regulations (2003)

Environmental Protection Act (1990)

Implications for the Local Plan Review and SA

Local planning authorities should consider setting out approaches in their Local Plans to promote the
efficient use of water and limit all types of pollution including water and air pollution. They should also
seek to limit pressure on the wastewater treatment (WwT) infrastructure and water supply. The
allocation of sites for development should take account of areas which are of highest sensitivity in
relation to these issues, including Source Protection Zones (SPZs) and Air Quality Management Areas
(AQMASs). To limit the potential for air quality issues to be intensified as development is delivered over
the plan period, local planning authorities should consider setting out approaches in their Local Plan to
factor in the contribution that specific site options can make to achieving modal shift and limiting the
need for residents to travel.

The contribution policy options can make to achieving these aims can be tested through the SA.
Options can be considered in relation to particular sensitivities of the WwT infrastructure and other
identified areas (such as SPZs and AQMAs).

2.47 The key relevant national PPPs under this topic are:
Future of Transport: Supporting Rural Transport Innovation (2023)
Levelling Up the United Kingdom White Paper (2022)
The Future of Freight Plan (2022)
Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy Report to Parliament (2022)
Decarbonising Transport: A Better, Greener Britain (2021)
The Environment Act (2021)
Bus Back Better (2021)
Decarbonising Transport: Setting the Challenge (2020)
Jet Zero Strategy Delivering Net Zero Aviation by 2050 (2020)
The Road to Zero (2018)
Transport Investment Strategy (2017)
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Highways England (now National Highways) Sustainable Development Strategy and Action Plan (2017)
Airports: The Government’s View Summary Document — Moving Britain Ahead (2016)

Door to Door: A strategy for improving sustainable transport integration (2013)

Implications for the Local Plan Review and SA

The potential for reducing the need to travel, limiting congestion and associated benefits for air quality
and climate change as well as public health should inform the preparation of the policies for the Local
Plan Review and its site allocations. The Local Plan Review should also encourage walking and cycling
as alternative modes of transport by providing safe and attractive walking and cycling infrastructure, as
well as recognise the multiple benefits they bring in terms of physical and mental health, reducing
carbon emissions and reducing air pollution. Furthermore, the selection of site options for development
should be informed by issues such as the potential for access to new and existing public transport
nodes and active transport routes and specific highways capacity issues. The selection of individual site
options should also be informed by their proximity to essential services and facilities which is likely to
reduce the need for residents to regularly travel long distances.

The SA should be used to test options in terms of the contribution they can make to making transport
choices more sustainable in the borough. This includes the contribution they make to the uptake of
more sustainable transport options, such as walking and cycling and public transport.

2.48 The key relevant national PPPs under this topic are:
Historic England Corporate Plan 2023-26 (2023)
Heritage Statement (2017)
Sustainability Appraisal and Strategy Environmental Assessment: Historic England Advice Note 8 (2016
Government’s Statement on the Historic Environment for England (2010)
Planning (Listed Buildings & Conservation Areas) Act (1990)
Ancient Monuments & Archaeological Areas Act (1979)

Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments Act (1953)

Implications for the Local Plan Review and SA

The potential impact of new development on the historic environment, including local character as well
as designated and non-designated heritage assets and their respective settings, should inform the
preparation of the Local Plan Review. Particular regard may be given to protecting heritage assets
which have been identified as being ‘at risk’ (both at the national and local levels The update of the
spatial strategy should be considered in relation to its potential impacts in relation to these issues. The
SA should appraise options for the Local Plan in terms of the potential for effects on the historic
environment. The SA will help identify which sites are more likely to have adverse effects on the historic
environment, helping inform the selection of preferred sites. The Local Plan should seek to protect and
enhance the historic environment.
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Chapter 3
Baseline information and key sustainability issues

3.1 The SEA Regulations require the collation of baseline information to provide a background to and
evidence base for, identifying sustainability problems and opportunities in the plan area and providing the
basis for predicting and monitoring effects of the plan. To make judgements about how the emerging content
of the North Warwickshire Local Plan Review will progress or hinder sustainable development, it is essential
to understand the economic, environmental and social circumstances in the plan area today and their likely
evolution in the future. The aim is to collect only relevant and sufficient data on the present and future state
of the plan area to allow the potential effects of the Local Plan Review to be adequately predicted.

3.2 The SA/SEA Guidance produced by Government's proposes a practical approach to data collection,
recognising that information may not yet be available and that information gaps for future improvements
should be reported as well as the need to consider uncertainties in data. Collection of baseline information
should be continuous as the SA process guides plan-making as new information becomes available. Many of
the evidence studies currently being commissioned to inform the Local Plan Review will be relevant to the
SA and will be taken into account when available, replacing more dated evidence studies which may have
been prepared to inform the preparation of the current Local Plan.

Population

3.3 Between the last two censuses (held in 2011 and 2021), the population of North Warwickshire has
increased by 4.9%, from around 62,000 in 2011 to around 65,000 in 20216, The 2021 Census reported that
whilst the population in North Warwickshire is increasing, it is increasing by a smaller percentage than the
overall population of the West Midlands and England (6.2% and 6.6% respectively).

3.4 The Office for National Statistics'” reported that for the year 2024, 60.3% of the population in North
Warwickshire was aged 16 to 64 years and 22.3% was aged 65 and over. The percentage reported for the
age group 65 and over has been steadily increasing over the last few years (22.0% in 2022 and 21.9% in
2020). The median age in 2024 was reported as 44 years for North Warwickshire compared with a median
age of 40 years for England and 36 years for West Midlands?’.

3.5 The Borough is relatively sparsely populated, with 236 people resident per square kilometre as of 2024
compared with 233 people resident per square kilometre reported in 20232%7. The comparable numbers for
England and the West Midlands in 2024 were 451 and 476 people resident per square kilometre
respectively.

Housing

3.6 The Coventry and Warwickshire Housing and Economic Development Needs Assessment (HEDNA)@
updates the previous Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA). Using 2014-based household

'S Department for Communities and Local Government (2014). National Planning Practice Guidance — Strategic Environmental
Assessment and Sustainability Appraisal. Available at: www.planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/.

16 Office for National Statistics. How life has changed in North Warwickshire: Census 2021 Available at:
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/censusareachanges/E07000218/

'7 Office for National Statistics Local indicators for North Warwickshire https://www.ons.gov.uk/explore-local-statistics/areas/E07000218-
north-warwickshire/indicators#economy

'8 Coventry & Warwickshire Housing & Economic Development Needs Assessment (HEDNA) November 2022
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projections, the HEDNA identified that 5,554 houses per annum were needed in Coventry and Warwickshire
which includes 176 dwellings needed in North Warwickshire. Whilst the overall total is greater than hat was
previous projections in the SHMA, the total per annum for North Warwickshire is lower than previously
indicated.

3.7 The Annual Monitoring Report for 2023 — 2034 reported that the Borough expected to deliver a potential
oversupply of housing units based on the housing requirements expressed in the adopted Local Plan (and
based on the previous SHMA projections).

3.8 The average house price in North Warwickshire in September 2025 was £269,000, compared to
£249,000 across the West Midlands. Private rent costs increased from an average of £895 in October 2024
to an average of £945 in October 202519,

Biodiversity

Habitats

3.9 The underlying geology and variations in topography and hydrology contribute to the complex and
diverse range of habitats across the Borough?°. As a whole the Borough is well-wooded, particularly within
the upland areas, being most pronounced around Hartshill where extensive woodland blocks and plantations
exist. There are also some areas of ancient woodland in the Borough, for example at Bentley Park Wood. In
the lower lying river corridors, less woodland exists but other important habitats such as wetland vegetation
and grassland are present. There are a number of large wetland areas in the Borough formed from former
extraction operations concentrated around the Tame Valley and at Alvecote on the River Anker which
provide notable wildlife habitats.

3.10 The Local Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs)?2! identify six broad habitat groups which have been sub-
divided and 25 Habitat Action Plans have been prepared. The 25 Habitat Action Plans aim to help conserve
and enhance these priority habitats which include grassland, farmland, woodland, urban, post-industrial and
wetland habitats. Grendon and Baddesley Common, which is the largest area in Warwickshire of a priority
rare habitat of lowland heathland, is located to the east of Baddesley. The Local BAP also contains 27
Species Action Plans for the conservation and protection of priority species including adder, barn owl,
farmland birds, great crested newt, otter and water vole.

Designated Sites

3.11 Whilst it has no internationally designated nature conservation sites there are 13 Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSIs) located in the Borough covering some 423 ha of land??, including the River Blythe
SSSI which runs north to south within the western half of the Borough and the Bentley Park Wood SSSI to
the south-west of Atherstone. There are also five Local Nature Reserves (LNR) at Dafferns Wood, New
Arley; Riverside, Atherstone; Kingsbury Meadow, Kingsbury; Abbey Green, Polesworth; and Cole End Park,
Coleshill.

3.12 Within North Warwickshire there are also 118 Local Wildlife Sites (including those within boundaries
across multiple authorities). The Annual Monitoring Report in 2023-2024 reported that at the time of survey,
72 Local Wildlife Sites were under good or favourable management38.

3.13 The Borough also has 46 Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs).

20 North Warwickshire Landscape Character Assessment (2010)

20 North Warwickshire Landscape Character Assessment (2010)

2! Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull Biodiversity Action Plans (2012-2015)

22 North Warwickshire Borough Council Annual Monitoring Report 2023 - 2024 (Appendix E State of Habitats: North Warwickshire,
Nature Capital Assessment Partnership
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Human Health

3.14 Life expectancy in North Warwickshire (81.3 years for females, 77.5 years for males) is currently lower
than the average in England (83.2 years for females and 79.3 years for males)23. The Census 2021 reported
that 45.5% of people in North Warwickshire felt they were in very good health compared to 48.5% people in
England. 4.4% of people in North Warwickshire reported that they felt they were in bad health, compared to
4.0% in England.

3.15 The latest health priorities in North Warwickshire have been identified using the 2019 Health Profile.
Obesity figures for the Borough show that 23.3% of year six school (age 10-11) children are considered
obese compared to an average in England of 20.2%24. Between 2017 and 2018, 70.6% of adults were
considered to be overweight or obese which was significantly worse than the England average of 62.0%2.

3.16 Between the period 2018/2019, the hospital admission rate for alcohol related conditions was
significantly better in North Warwickshire than for England (561.7 per 100,000 people versus 663.7 for
England)?8.

3.17 The National Energy Action website reports that in North Warwickshire 7,084 households live in fuel
poverty. This equates to an area average of 17.3% compared to a national average of 13.06%25.

3.18 In terms of access to healthcare facilities, doctors’ surgeries are located in many villages as well as the
larger towns. The nearest hospitals are the George Eliot in Nuneaton which includes A&E facilities and the
Sir Robert Peel Community Hospital in Tamworth which has a minor injuries unit. Both of these hospitals are
more than 5km outside the Borough.

3.19 Physical exercise and access to open spaces are important for maintaining and improving health and
there are many opportunities to partake in recreation activities in the Borough. There is a good footpath and
public rights of way network but consultation as part of the Open Space Study highlighted the shortage of
cycleways in the Borough?26.

Recreation Opportunities

3.20 North Warwickshire Borough Council recognises the value attached to green spaces by the community
and has many parks, landscaped spaces in and around housing estates, sports pitches, children’s play
areas, wildlife and countryside areas, allotments, cemeteries and churchyards which can be used and
accessed by the public?’.

3.21 The Council also provides and offers sport, well-being and leisure facilities across North Warwickshire
in a range of facilities which are managed by North Warwickshire Leisure. These facilities include Atherstone
Leisure Complex, Coleshill Leisure Centre, Polesworth Fithess Hub, Polesworth Sports Hall and The Queen
Elizabeth Sports Village?8.

3.22 There are established trails for walkers around a number of towns and villages such as the North Arden
Heritage Trail (a 25 mile circular walk), as well as a good public rights of way network. There are also several
cycle routes around North Warwickshire including family and beginner routes and a more challenging route
known as the red route (31 miles on road)2°.

2 Department of Health & Social Care Fingertips Public health profiles 2023

24 Public Health England North Warwickshire Local Authority Health Profile 2019

25 National Energy Action Fuel Poverty Statistics by Constituency North Warwickshire https://www.nea.org.uk/constituencies/north-
warwickshire/

26 chrome-
extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s20935/Appendix%202%20-
%20State%200f%20Warwickshire%202022.pdf

27 North Warwickshire Borough Council Green Space Strategy 2024

2 https://www.northwarks.gov.uk/leisure/

2 https://www.northwarks.gov.uk/cycle/routes
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Crime and deprivation

3.23 The Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) is the official measure of relative deprivation for small areas in
England. North Warwickshire was ranked 122 out of 296 local authorities in the recent 2025 update (where
ranking 1 is most deprived and 296 is least deprived)3°.

3.24 In the period, July 2020 to June 2021, Warwickshire County as a whole had a recorded crime rate of
64.05 crimes per 1,000 people which is lower than the recorded rate for West Midlands (81.44 per 1,000)
and for England (80.88 per 1,000) during the same time period. The number of offences in Warwickshire had
decreased from 70.84 crimes per 1,000 people recorded in the period July 2019 to June 20203,

3.25 Within North Warwickshire, Warwickshire Police reported that during September 2025, the greatest
number of crimes were reported in Atherstone and Mancetter (108 all crimes), Coleshill (50 all crimes) and
Saint Helena (28 all crimes)32. Within Atherstone and Mancetter seventeen of the crimes were classified as
anti-social behaviour and 11 were reported as public order crimes.

Economy, Employment and Skills

3.26 Following the demise of the mining industry and closure of the coal mines, there has been an increase
in logistics activity in North Warwickshire with many brownfield sites being used for development of storage
and distribution. Many national and international companies including Aldi, TNT, 3M, BMW, Sainsbury,
Subaru and Ocado have facilities located within North Warwickshire.

3.27 74.5% of people aged 16 to 64 were in employment during 2023 compared to 76% reported for England
in 2023. The Census 2021 reported that in North Warwickshire, wholesale and retail trade and repair of
motor vehicles and motor cycles accounted for the largest proportion of residents aged 16 or over in
employment with 17.4%. 11.5 % worked in human health and social work activities and 11.1% in
manufacturing.33

3.28 Median weekly pay for full time workers in 2023 in North Warwickshire was reported as £712.80 which
is greater than the median reported for England, £689.90. Male weekly earnings in the Borough were
reported as £776.50 which is greater than the national median of £737.00 reported for England. Female
weekly earnings in 2023 were reported as £633.00 which is slightly greater than the national median which
was reported as £631.20 for England34.

3.29 The unemployment rate for those aged 16 years and above in North Warwickshire at the end of
December 2023 was reported as 3.0%. This rate is lower than across the West Midlands (4.4%) and has
fallen slightly from 3.1% in December 20223,

3.30 The HEDNA? reports that for North Warwickshire, the scale of economic growth will be influenced by
future decisions on the delivery of strategic employment development. In North Warwickshire, the logistics
sector dominates the local economic structure with a large concentration of warehousing located. Within the
Coventry and Warwickshire area, the concentration of warehousing is greatest in North Warwickshire
Borough.

30 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/english-indices-of-deprivation-2025/english-indices-of-deprivation-2025-statistical-release
3'"Warwickshire County Council State of Warwickshire 2022 chrome-
extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s20935/Appendix%202%20-
%20State%200f%20Warwickshire%202022.pdf

32 Polic UK, Warwickshire Police https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/warwickshire-police/north-warwickshire-east/?tab=crimemap
332021 Census Area Profile https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/sources/census_2021/report?compare=E07000218#section_6

34 Office for National Statistics Official census and labour market statistics

35 Office for National Statistics Employment, unemployment and economic inactivity in North Warwickshire Updated May 2024

36 Coventry and Warwickshire Housing and Economic Development Needs Assessment (HEDNA) November 2022
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3.31 The Annual Monitoring Report 2023-2024 confirms a total supply of employment land of 171 hectares
and notes that planning applications had been submitted for other employment opportunities including major
outdoor recreational and landmark structure visitor facilities?”.

3.32 The Indices of Employment Deprivation for North Warwickshire show areas of high and low employment
and indicate that the south, west and very north of the Borough is relatively less deprived, whilst some areas
of deprivation are found in the east of the Borough around Atherstone and Mancetter, Polesworth and
Dordon, Hartshill, Ansley, New Arley and Old Arley. Hurley in the centre of the Borough is also relatively
deprived.

Education and Skills

3.33 There are secondary schools in the Borough at Kingsbury, Atherstone and Mancetter, Polesworth and
Dordon and Coleshill, which are linked to a good network of primary schools (there are 32 primary schools in
the Borough?8). Further Education opportunities are available in Nuneaton, both at King Edward College and
North Warwickshire & Hinckley College. Beyond the County boundary, Staffordshire County Council offers
coach travel to Warwickshire residents in order to access Tamworth College®.

3.34 In 2024/2025, 49.6% of pupils in Warwickshire achieved grade 5 or above in English and Maths
compared to 41.5% of pupils for England. It was further reported that for the 2023 leavers, 92% of pupils
stayed in education, or entered employment or apprenticeships.4°

3.35 Absence rates during 2023 to 2024 in Warwickshire were slightly higher than the national average with
9.8% absence rate reported for Warwickshire state funded secondary schools compared to 8.9% for English
state funded secondary schools*'.

3.36 The Indices of Education, Skills and Training Deprivation for North Warwickshire indicate that much of
the south and west of the Borough is relatively less deprived, except for areas to the north and west of
Coleshill. Areas of deprivation are found in the east of the Borough around Hurley, Piccadilly, Woodend,
Polesworth and Dordon, Warton, Shuttington, Atherstone and Mancetter, Hartshill, Ansley, Old Arley and
New Arley.

Geology and Soils

3.37 Agricultural land is found throughout the Borough. Land graded as 1 or 2 (the highest grading under the
Agricultural Land Classification) is predominately located in the undeveloped central parts of the Borough
with some pockets to the north.

3.38 Non-agricultural land includes the main urban areas and areas of extant and previously worked mineral
deposits. Mineral deposits in the Borough include sand and gravel to the west and north-east and exposed
coalfield (predominantly a band running north to south from Shuttington through Polesworth and Dordon, as
far as Ansley).

3.39 There are 24 Local Geological Sites (LGS) designations in the Borough#?, including in a band running
from Hartshill to Bentley and several north of Polesworth. Of the 13 SSSIs in the Borough, four (Boon’s
Quarry, llling’s Trenches, Kingsbury Brickworks and Woodlands Quarry) are designated for their geological

3" North Warwickshire Borough Council Annual Monitoring Report 2023-2024

38 http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/schools

39 Warwickshire Local Transport Plan 2011-2026 (Warwickshire County Council)

40 https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/schools-by-
type?step=default&table=schools&geographic=la&for=secondary&region=937

41 https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/schools-by-
type?step=default&table=schools&geographic=la&for=abspop&region=937&page=2
42 http://lgs.wgcg.co.uk/, (Warwickshire Local Geological Sites)

LUC 126



Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report
December 2025

and geomorphological features. There are also a number of Mineral Consultation Areas and Minerals
Safeguarding Areas in the Borough.

3.40 In relation to contaminated land within the Borough, the Core Strategy*? notes that the raw material,
heavy infrastructure and disposal needs of the adjacent Birmingham conurbation and other nearby major
urban areas have resulted in potential contamination in addition to the legacy from extensive coal mining and
other extraction in the Borough.

Land Use

3.41 North Warwickshire has a good record of utilising brownfield sites and a number of brownfield sites
have been developed over the last few years for both housing and employment use, however this has limited
the number of brownfield sites available for further housing development.

3.42 The Annual Monitoring Report for 2023/2024 reports that all 17 housing allocations in the adopted Local
Plan were in progress with planning applications, site layout and masterplanning or site surveys in progress.
Two of these housing allocations were on brownfield or part brownfield sites (site ref H11, Former School
redevelopment site and site ref H12, Land at Village Farm, Birmingham Road).

3.43 In the period 2023-2024, the average density of dwellings per hectare was reported as 28.86 which is
lower than the ‘at least 30 dwellings per hectare’ policy requirement of the Local Plan. This number was
further reported as due to properties arising from individual large bespoke properties in rural redevelopment
locations, rural farm redevelopment sites and barn conversions all of which are significantly lower density
development compared to the more typical average++.

Water

Water Supply and Waste Water Treatment

3.44 The public water supply in Warwickshire is provided by Severn Trent Water. The Coventry and
Warwickshire Water Cycle Study highlights that actions such as water reuse, water efficiency measures and
water metering can help lower water use and maximise the water resources available. The increase in water
demand is adding pressure to existing supply infrastructures.

3.45 The Environment Agency’s assessment of the relative water stress throughout England indicates that
water resources provided by Severn Trent Water are under serious stress*®. It is also predicted that the
effects of climate change could further reduce supply and increase demand.

3.46 In terms of waste water treatment capacity in the Borough, this is also managed by Severn Trent Water.
The largest waste water treatment catchment is Coleshill in North Warwickshire. Severn Trent Water in its
recent Drainage and Wastewater Management Plan confirmed that works would be required within the
Coleshill catchment from 2030 onwards to improve performance*’. New developments add pressure to
existing sewerage systems and the Coleshill WwTW is operating at capacity with limited headroom
remaining2.

4 NWBC (2014) Core Strategy

44 North Warwickshire Borough Council Annual Monitoring Report 2023/2024

45 Coventry and Warwickshire Sub-regional Water Cycle Study — Stage 1 August 2024

46 Environment Agency, 2021 Water Stressed Areas Final Classification https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-stressed-
areas-2021-classification

47 Severn Trent Water Drainage and Wastewater Management Plan Level 2 Strategic Plannng Area Overview: Central SPA March 2023
48 Coventry and Warwickshire Sub-regional Water Cycle Study — Stage 1 August 2024
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Water Quality

3.47 The majority of North Warwickshire Borough is located within the Tame, Anker and Mease River Basin
District (RBD) although a small area in the south east of the Borough is located within the Warwickshire Avon
RBD. Within the Tame, Anker and Mease, in 2019, no surface water bodies achieved ‘good’ ecological
status as a result of physical modifications and pollution, including nutrients, from contaminated urban and
rural surface water run-of49,

Flood Risk

3.48 Warwickshire County Council are the lead local flood authority (LLFA) which includes the borough of
North Warwickshire, alongside Nuneaton and Bedworth, Rugby, Stratford upon Avon and Warwick.

3.49 The Borough is crossed by eight Main Rivers: The River Anker, River Tame, River Cole, River Blythe,
River Bourne, Bramcote Brook, Coleshill Hall Brook and Hollywell Brook.

3.50 Flood risk is widespread throughout the Borough — areas of flood risk include a band just north of the
A5 corridor along the Coventry Canal and to the west along the Rivers Blythe and Tame. This acts as a
constraint on development around Polesworth and Dordon and Atherstone and Mancetter, as well as the
settlements to the west.

3.51 Historically, significant flood events in the Borough have been associated with surface water and fluvial
flooding. For example, in 1992 flooding significantly affected the Rivers Anker, Blythe and Tame, along their
entire length through the north-east and west of the Borough respectively.

3.52 The presence of formal flood defences across North Warwickshire is minimal and is concentrated in the
Coleshill Area where the River Tame, Cole, Blythe and Bourne converge®. Two major formal flood defences
in the Borough are the Marsh Lane Embankment (providing protection along the River Tame for Water
Orton) and a raised flood embankment at Whitacre Heath5'.

3.53 According to the Annual Monitoring Report5 during 2022/2023 there were no planning applications
approved in the Borough contrary to advice from the Environment Agency on flooding and water quality
grounds.

Air Quality

3.54 The most significant source of air pollution in North Warwickshire is from transport, reflecting the above
average levels of private vehicle use associated with more rural areas, along with higher levels of through-
traffic due to the significant number of motorway and trunk roads 3.

3.55 There are no Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) in North Warwickshire.

49 Environment Agency 2019, Tame Anker and Mease Summary https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-
planning/OperationalCatchment/3303/classifications

%0 URS (2013) Stratford-on-Avon DC, Warwickshire CC, North Warwickshire BC & Rugby BC Level 1 SFRA Report

5T URS (2013) Stratford-on-Avon DC, Warwickshire CC, North Warwickshire BC & Rugby BC Level 1 SFRA Report

52 North Warwickshire Local Plan Annual Monitoring Report up to 31 March 2023 https://www.northwarks.gov.uk/forward-
planning/annual-monitoring-report

53 Warwickshire Local Transport Plan 2011-2026 (Warwickshire County Council 2011)
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Climatic Factors

Energy Use and CO; Emissions

3.56 Transport is the largest consumer of energy in North Warwickshire followed by gas and electricity
respectively. The Borough displays a similar energy consumption profile to the rest of Warwickshire and
energy consumption has remained fairly consistent over the last 10 years%.

3.57 Between 2022 and 2023, greenhouse gas emissions decreased in 94% of local authority areas in the
UK®5. The greatest percentage of emissions are attributed to the transport sector, followed by the domestic
sector, agriculture, industry, commercial and waste sectors.

3.58 Total annual emissions for North Warwickshire have continued to decrease over the years with
emissions reported in 2023 at just under 750 ktCOz/year, compared to earlier figures of just under 800
ktCOz2/year in 2021 and just under 900 ktCOz/year in 2018. This figure is comparable to CO2 emissions in a
number of other authorities in Warwickshire. North Warwickshire is, however, the largest emitter of CO2 with
regards to road transport due to both the high levels of private car use and the number of motorways and
trunk roads running through the Borough. Whilst per capita emissions of Carbon Dioxide in the Borough
have continued to decrease over the last few years (12.2 tCO2z in 2021 and 11.2 tCO2 in 2023), they remain
higher than the national average for England (3.9 tCO2in 2023) and West Midlands (4.1 tCO2in 2023)5%.

Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Generation

3.59 In 2019, Warwickshire had 158 MW of installed renewable energy generation capacity which met
almost 9% of total electricity consumption®’. A significant proportion of this generation is sourced from solar
developments (solar farms and rooftop solar). Within Warwickshire there is a need to increase renewable
energy generation to meet Net Zero targets. There are currently a number of solar power and battery storage
developments under review and in development (for example Camp Farm Solar Farm approved in August
2025 and Hams Hall Battery Energy Storage System in May 2025).

3.60 As part of the Sustainable Future Strategy (2023), Warwickshire County Council has confirmed an
objective is to increase the amount of energy generated from local renewable sources®®.

Waste

3.61 Warwickshire County Council is the minerals and waste authority responsible for the depositing,
recycling and management of waste in the Borough, while NWBC is responsible for the collection of
municipal waste. NWBC currently has a fortnightly collection of dry recyclables (including but not limited to
paper, textiles, cans, glass and plastic bottles)and residual (non-recyclable) waste. NWBC also offers an opt-
in fortnightly garden waste collection service for an annual subscription.

3.62 Dry recyclable material collected by NWBC is taken to a waste transfer station located at Lower House
Farm, Dordon in North Warwickshire before being transported to a Material Recovery Facility (MRF) for re-
processing and recycling outwith the Borough. Non-recyclable material is also taken to the waste transfer
station at Dordon before being taken to an Energy Recovery Facility (ERF) in Staffordshire. Garden waste
collected by NWBC is taken to a different waste transfer station in Nuneaton before being transported to an
in-vessel composter (IVC).

54 Department for Energy Security and Net Zero Sub-national total final energy consumption https://www.data.gov.uk/dataset/4b7b7{64-
0b97-4a6e-8e45-1218b9a81876/total_fuels_consumption_at_local_authority_level

%5 Department for Energy Security & Net Zero UK local and regional greenhouse gas emissions statistics, 2005-2023

%6 Department for Energy Security & Net Zero (2025) 2005 to 2023 UK local and regional greenhouse gas emissions — data tables

57 Warwickshire County Council Accessing the Grid in Warwickshire (2019)

%8 Warwickshire County Council Sustainable Futures Strategy 2023
https://www.sustainablewarwickshire.co.uk/homepage/16/warwickshire-county-councils-sustainable-futures-strategy-an-introduction
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3.63 There is a household recycling centre at Lower House Farm, Dordon (although the site is actually run
by Warwickshire County Council) where residents of NWBC can deposit household waste including but not
limited to electrical goods, clothes, fridges, mattresses and scrap metal. There is also a reuse shop onsite
run by AgeUK for good quality unwanted items including but not limited to rugs, TVs, books and garden
equipment for sale.

3.64 Warwickshire Waste Partnership in June 2024 reported waste management performance data for
household waste for the period 2023/2024. The Partnership reported for household waste 883kg of all waste
per household in North Warwickshire which had increased slightly from the previous year (839kg in
2022/2023). This is comparable within the adjacent boroughs in Warwickshire.

Cultural Heritage

3.65 The Borough has significant cultural heritage interest, as described in the Historic Environment
Assessment for the Borough?. Amongst the more prominent features of the area’s historic environment are
remains of a number of monastic sites from the middle ages, whilst the economic exploitation of the
Borough’s geology has left a rich heritage of industrial archaeology®°. There is no one Borough-wide building
style but it is recognised that there are distinctive local styles®’.

3.66 Reflecting the rich historic character of the Borough, there are over 1,350 recognised archaeological
sites, of which 29 are designated Scheduled Monuments, with sites around Mancetter and Atherstone and
Hartshill.

3.67 There are 586 Listed Buildings in North Warwickshire, five of which are listed on the Heritage at Risk
Register in 202582 and listed as poor condition. Of the 586 Listed Buildings, seven are categorised as Grade
| Listed and 58 are categorised as Grade II*. There are also three Registered Parks and Gardens -
Packington Hall, Merevale Hall and Arbury Hall.

3.68 There are 11 Conservation Areas in North Warwickshire: Atherstone, two at Coleshill, Polesworth,
Fillongley, Kingsbury, Water Orton, Mancetter, Newton Regis and Caldecote. A Conservation Area is an area
of special architectural or historic interest the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or
enhance.

3.69 The settlements receiving the most development are Polesworth and Dordon, which has a strong
historic core, Atherstone and Mancetter, which has a designated historic park and garden to the west and
Coleshill, which has a strong historic core with many listed buildings and two conservation areas.

Landscape

3.70 Despite its former status as a mining area, North Warwickshire has a varied and undulating landscape.
The area is characterised by distinctive and open countryside with market towns and many small villages
and hamlets. Large country estates make up part of the Borough and much of the open character is, in part,
due to their existence. The south and west of the Borough is designated as Green Belt.

3.71 Baseline landscape conditions have been taken from a number of sources. At a higher level, National
Character Area (NCA) descriptions and Countryside Quality Counts (CQC) assessments®? provide a useful
overview of the character and quality of the landscape. Each NCA has specific characteristics and

5% Oxford Archaeology (2014) A Historic Environment Assessment of Potential Development Areas within North Warwickshire.

50 Core Strategy text to support Policy NW11

61 Core Strategy text- So what Makes North Warwickshire Unique?

52 Historic England Heritage at Risk Register 2025 https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/heritage-at-risk/search-register/annual-heritage-
at-risk-registers-and-maps/

83 Countryside Quality Counts. Online at: http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20101219012433/http://countryside-quality-
counts.org.uk/jca/
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sensitivities which provides the context for the type of development which may be appropriate. The National
Character Areas (NCAs) within the Borough include:

B NCA 97: Arden (this is the predominant landscape type, covering much of the Borough area). Arden
comprises farmland and former wood-pasture lying to the south and east of Birmingham. Within the
overall character, there is wide variation which ranges from the enclosed river valleys, through the
undulating wooded landscape and small hedged fields of the main plateau, to the remains of the coal
industry in the northeast64. The CQC assessment found that changes in agriculture and pressure of
development continue to transform the character of the area, although woodland character has been
strengthened.

B NCA 69: Trent Valley Washlands. This NCA applies to the broad Tame Valley that extends south of
Tamworth through the western side of North Warwickshire. The Trent Washlands form a distinct, linear,
landscape character where the Trent passes through its middle reaches in central England65. The
CQC assessment suggests that a change in agriculture and settlement pressure is having a profound
impact on the character area.

B NCA 72: Mease/Sence Lowlands. This NCA covers the north eastern part of the Borough. The
Mease/Sence lowlands are the gently rolling agricultural landscapes surrounding the Rivers Mease66.
CQC evidence suggests that the character of this NCA is broadly being maintained.

B NCA 67: Cannock Chase and Cank Wood. This NCA applies to a very small area close to Birmingham,
within the North West corner of North Warwickshire and as such many of the characteristics are not
directly applicable67. However, it is worth noting that the CQC assessment found that changes in
agriculture and development pressure continue to transform the area.

3.72 More detailed local level information has been taken from the local Landscape Character Assessment
(LCA). Stage Two of this work comprised a detailed assessment, focussed on the main settlements and local
service centres (Atherstone and Mancetter, Polesworth and Dordon, Coleshill, Old and New Arley, Grendon /
Baddesley Ensor, Hartshill with Ansley Common, Kingsbury and Water Orton) to identify distinct landscape
sub units, together with broad descriptions and management prescriptions for each. The landscape
sensitivity and capacity for change of each of these areas was assessed. The assessment used a consistent
method to evaluate the sub units against a number of criteria, to determine the relative sensitivity of the unit
and its capacity for change and/or development in the context of the character of the wider landscape within
which the sub unit is situated. The landscape sensitivity for each landscape unit was categorised within the
following general scale:

B Higher landscape sensitivity: Generally with good existing landscape structure and a higher proportion
of sensitive landscape features, potential for development not precluded, however there may only be
very limited pockets where sensitive development with appropriate mitigation might be feasible.

B Moderate landscape sensitivity: Some overall capacity for change with potential for development within
pockets of land with appropriate mitigation, but there may be sensitive landscape components and or
visual constraints that may limit the scope of development.

B [ower landscape sensitivity: Visually contained and / or degraded landscapes lacking in landscape
structure and /or without sensitive landscape components with the most capacity for change and / or
development.

64 Natural England: NCA 97 Arden, Available at:
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/landscape/englands/character/areas/default.aspx
5 Natural England: NCA 69 Trent Valley Washlands, Available at:
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/landscape/englands/character/areas/default.aspx
5 Natural England: NCA 72 Mease/Sence Lowlands, Available at:
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/landscape/englands/character/areas/default.aspx
57 North Warwickshire Landscape Character Assessment (2010)
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3.73 There are 14 landscape units with high sensitivity and 19 landscape units with moderate sensitivity.
Table 3.1 below shows the landscape units with higher sensitivity.

Table 3.1 Landscape units around main settlements with high sensitivity®

Landscape Unit Landscape Sensitivity

Atherstone & Mancetter

A: B416 North of Atherstone Higher
G: Southern Edge of Atherstone Higher
H: B4111 south of Mancetter Higher

Polesworth & Dordon

C: Pooley Hall Higher
Coleshill

B: Opposite Coleshill School, east side of Coleshill Higher
D: Stonebridge Road, A446 Higher
E: A446T Higher

Old and New Arley

A: Church Lane, Old Arley (adjacent to school) Higher

B: Spring Hill, New Arley (South Edge) Higher

Grendon and Baddesley Ensor

D: land south of Hill Top, and to the west of Baddesley Ensor. Higher

E: land to the east of Baddesley Ensor Higher

Hartshill and Ansley Common

C: Hartshill — Heys Higher

E: Hartshill Green Higher

Kingsbury

A: Coventry Road, South Kingsbury Higher
Transport

Access to services and facilities

3.74 Many of the former mining settlements, particularly to the south of the Borough, are run down, whilst
others struggle to support their limited services (often simply a post office and public house). Services are
generally limited within the Borough, although exceptions are Atherstone and Mancetter and Coleshill which

8 North Warwickshire Landscape Character Assessment, 2010
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act as local service centres, typified by their buoyant High Streets. Consequently, many residents travel out
of the Borough to access services and facilities.

3.75 North Warwickshire has relatively good access to most essential services and facilities, including
primary and secondary schools, GPs, food stores and employment centres. However, North Warwickshire
Borough does not have a hospital, requiring residents to travel to another district or outside the county. The
two nearest hospitals are located three miles outside the Borough and Atherstone Town is the only Major
Retail Centre in the Borough. In terms of access to services such as education, North Warwickshire performs
at a comparable level to the rest of Warwickshire.

Public transport

3.76 Public transport (which includes bus and rail services) is available across the Borough. Although public
transport usage is generally low, exceptions to this include Atherstone which is rail linked (including a service
to London Euston) and Coleshill which has a multi-modal station (Coleshill Parkway) providing bus and rail
services to various locations outside the Borough and includes a 200-space car park. Polesworth also has a
rail station which is located on the Trent Valley section of the West Coast Main Line, however this only
provides a single service a day®.

3.77 The frequency of the public transport services and routes do not meet everyone’s needs and there is a
perceived lack of information about public transport services” making travel by means other than the car
difficult in many areas. Consequently Census 2021 reported that 86.5% of households in North Warwickshire
have one or more cars or vans in a household.

3.78 Despite the good public transport links in the larger settlements, travel to work is heavily reliant on the
use of private car, with this mode accounting for 59.2% of people aged 16 years and over in employment
who travel to work by driving a car or van compared to 0.6% who travel to work by train and 1.3% who travel
to work by bus, minibus or coach”'. The percentage of people traveling to employment by car in North
Warwickshire is greater than the average in England, reported as 45.1%72.

Key Sustainability Issues and Likely Evolution without the Plan

3.79 Analysis of the baseline information has enabled a number of key sustainability issues facing North
Warwickshire Borough to be identified. It is a requirement of the SEA Regulations that consideration be
given to the likely evolution of the environment in the plan area (in this case North Warwickshire Borough) if
the new Local Plan was not to be implemented. The key sustainability issues and consideration of how these
issues might develop over time if the new Local Plan is not implemented are outlined in Table 3.2 below.

3.80 The information collated shows that, in general, the current trends in relation to the various
environmental, social and economic issues affecting North Warwickshire would be more likely to continue
without implementation of the new Local Plan, although the policies in the adopted Local Plan would still go
some way towards addressing many of the issues. In most cases, the new Local Plan offers opportunities to
affect existing trends directly and strongly in a positive way, through an up-to-date plan which reflects the
requirements of the current NPPF. Without the new Local Plan in place speculative development would be
more likely to prevail and this would make it difficult to secure infrastructure and the range of homes and jobs
needed to support the Borough, of a good quality that conserves and enhances the landscape and
townscape.

89 Warwickshire Local Transport Plan 2011-2026

0 North Warwickshire Sustainable Community Strategy 2009-2026

" ONS, Census 2021 https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps/choropleth/work/method-of-travel-to-workplace/transport-to-workplace-
12a/driving-a-car-or-van/?lad=E07000218

2 ONS, Census 2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/employmentandemployeetypes/bulletins/traveltoworkenglandandwal
es/census2021#method-of-travel-to-work
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Table 3.2 Key Sustainability Issues and Likely Evolution without the Local Plan Review

Key Sustainability Issues Likely Evolution without the Local Plan Review

Human Health

Lower life expectancy than the national average for
both males and females in North Warwickshire.

Higher levels of childhood obesity than the national
average.

The Local Plan Review can set out specific policies,
supported by up-to-date data, relating to the
provision of high quality open spaces and
recreation opportunities, providing opportunities to
promote healthy lifestyles, social cohesion and
achieve benefits for mental health and well-being.
Site allocations can be made in locations that
provide good access to healthcare facilities. In the
absence of the Local Plan Review, this issue would
be less well-addressed although relevant policies in
the adopted Local Plan would continue to apply.

Economy, Employment and Skills

A lower proportion of people (aged 16-64) is in
employment compared to the national average

The Local Plan Review can help support the
economy and continued growth, including attracting
new businesses, by reviewing employment site
allocations and ensuring that the infrastructure
required is provided. In the absence of the Local
Plan Review, this issue would be less well-
addressed although relevant policies in the adopted
Local Plan would continue to apply.

Education

Absence rates in state funded secondary schools
are slightly higher in North Warwickshire compared
to the national average.

The reasons for higher than average absence rates
are unclear and may be outside of the direct scope
of the Local Plan Review. However, the new Plan
can allocate sites for housing in locations that
provide good access to schools and colleges,
including for those without access to a car.

Water

Based on the planned growth in North
Warwickshire, there are expected to be pressures
on water supply and wastewater treatment
capacity. Water resources are currently under
stress.

Water quality is a concern within the Tame, Anker
and Mease River Basin District

There are areas of high flood risk associated with
the Rivers Blythe and Tame, which is expected to
increase due to climate change.

The Local Plan Review provides opportunities to
help manage pressures on water resources and
wastewater treatment by setting clear requirements
for the infrastructure required to support new
development.

The Local Plan Review also offers an opportunity to
update the approach to managing the effects of the
changing climate and associated weather events,
particularly in the design

of new buildings and green infrastructure.

The Local Plan Review offers an opportunity to
contribute further to mitigate the potential effects of
any flooding and help the Borough adapt to the
increased likelihood of significant weather events in
the future.

In the absence of the new Local Plan these issues
would be less well-addressed, although relevant
policies in the adopted Local Plan as well as the
NPPF would continue to apply.

Air Quality, Emissions and Transport

Emissions of COz from transport are high in North
Warwickshire due to both the high levels of private

The Local Plan Review could help support a shift
towards the use of sustainable modes of travel by
ensuring development and regeneration schemes
are supported by sustainable infrastructure and that
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Key Sustainability Issues Likely Evolution without the Local Plan Review
car use and the number of motorways and trunk amenities, services and jobs are located within a
roads running through the Borough. reasonable walking and cycling distance of new

residential development. In the absence of the new
Local Plan these issues would be less well-
addressed although relevant policies in the adopted
Local Plan as well as the Local Transport Plan
would still apply and may address the issue to
some degree.

The usage of public transport in the Borough is
generally low with travel behaviour for commuters
predominantly being by car.

Cultural Heritage The Local Plan Review provides an opportunity to
set out up-to-date policies based on recent
evidence to ensure the conservation and
enhancement of the historic environment as well as
improving the accessibility and interpretation of it.
Without the new Local Plan this issue would be less
well-addressed although relevant policies in the
adopted Local Plan and NPPF would continue to

apply.

The Borough has significant cultural heritage
interest which could be impacted by built
development.
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Chapter 4

4.1 The development of a set of SA objectives (known as the SA framework) is a recognised way in which
the likely environmental and sustainability effects of a plan can be described, analysed and compared.

4.2 The proposed SA framework for the North Warwickshire Local Plan Review is presented in Table 4.1
below. The SA framework comprises a series of SA objectives against which the sustainability of the Local
Plan Review will be appraised. The previous SA framework for the adopted North Warwickshire Local Plan
was used as a starting point to inform the preparation of this SA framework although it has been amended
and updated to take into account the up-to-date analysis of international, national and local policy objectives,
baseline information and the current key sustainability issues identified for North Warwickshire.

4.3 The appraisal of the Local Plan options, policies and site allocations against the SA objectives will be
guided in part by the appraisal questions accompanying each objective (these were not included when the
SA framework was originally used for the adopted Local Plan). The questions included in the updated SA
framework are not exhaustive and some may be more relevant to certain elements of the Local Plan Review
than others.

4.4 All of the topics specifically required by the SEA Regulations (set out in Schedule 2 of the SEA
Regulations) are clearly addressed by the headline SA objectives, as shown in the final column of the table.
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SA objectives

Equal access to services, facilities and
opportunities for all, regardless of income, age,
health, disability, culture or ethnic origin.

Table 4.1 SA framework for the North Warwickshire Local Plan Review

Decision aiding questions

m Wil the policy/option provide for development

that is well-linked to existing services and
facilities (e.g. shops, post offices, GPs, schools,
broadband)?

Will the policy/option support the provision of
new or maintenance of existing services and
facilities?

SEA topics
B Material assets

B Population

Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report
December 2025

Developing and supporting vibrant and active
communities and voluntary groups, who are able
to express their needs and take steps towards
meeting them.

Will the policy/option meet the needs of specific
groups in the Borough including those with
protected characteristics and those in more
deprived areas?

Will the policy/option promote developments that
will benefit and will be used by both existing and

new residents in the Borough, particularly within

the Borough’s most deprived areas?

Will the policy/option help to deliver cohesive
neighbourhoods with high levels of pedestrian
activity/outdoor interaction, which will allow for
informal interaction between residents?

® Material assets

B Population

3. Tackling health inequalities and improve health

by supporting local communities and by
improving access and raising awareness.

Will the policy/option ensure people are
adequately served by healthcare facilities?

Will the policy/option ensure provision for new, or
replacement healthcare facilities to ensure there
is capacity to meet the level of development
planned for and access for all?

Will the policy/option promote health and
wellbeing by providing access to and
maintaining, enhancing, connecting and creating

® Human health
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SA objectives Decision aiding questions SEA topics

multifunctional open spaces, green/blue
infrastructure, recreation and sports facilities,
and connecting people with nature?

m Wil the policy/option contribute to narrowing
health inequalities?

B Will the policy/option help to reduce levels of
childhood obesity?

4. Providing decent and affordable housing to meet | ®  Will the policy/option supply an appropriate B Material assets
local needs. quantity of housing to meet local needs including

B Populati
affordable housing? opulation

B Will the policy/option supply an appropriate mix
of types and tenures of properties in relation to
the respective levels of demand?

m Wil the policy/option address the housing needs
of specialist groups, including older people and
people with disabilities?

B Will the policy/option promote housing that is of

high quality?
5. Reducing crime, fear of crime and antisocial B Will the policy/option help to reduce levels of B Human health
behaviour. crime, anti-social behaviour and the fear of .
. B Population
crime?
6. Providing opportunities to participate in B Will the policy/option provide new or support B  Human health
recreational and cultural activities. existing recreational and cultural facilities?

B Material assets

m Wil the policy/option provide new development
that is well-located to existing recreational and
cultural facilities?
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SA objectives Decision aiding questions SEA topics
7. Valuing, enhancing and protecting the assets of | B Will the policy/option protect and enhance the B Landscape
the natural environment of North Warwickshire, Borough’s landscapes?

including landscape character. m Wil the policy/option promote visually attractive

development with high quality design, layout and
appropriate and effective landscaping?

8. Valuing, enhancing and protecting the quality B Will the policy/option conserve and enhance the | ® Cultural heritage
and distinctiveness of the built environment, Borough’s designated and non-designated
including the cultural heritage. heritage assets, including their setting and their

contribution to wider local character and
distinctiveness?

B Will the policy/option promote access to,
enjoyment and understanding of the historic
environment for residents and visitors to the

Borough?
9. Valuing, enhancing and protecting the B Will the policy/option conserve and enhance both | B Biodiversity
biodiversity of North Warwickshire. designated and undesignated ecological assets
" . . . B Flora
within and outside the Borough, including
achieving measurable biodiversity net gain? B Fauna

m Wil the policy/option conserve and enhance
ecological networks?

m Wil the policy/option have a negative impact on
designated geodiversity sites?

B Will the policy/option have a negative impact on
ancient woodland?

m Wil the policy/option support the protection,
restoration, creation, enhancement and the multi-
functionality of the green/blue infrastructure
network?
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SA objectives

10.

Ensuring development makes efficient use of
previously developed land, buildings and existing
physical infrastructure in sustainable locations.

Decision aiding questions

B Will the policy/option encourage the use of

previously developed land and buildings?

SEA topics

= Soil

Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report
December 2025

11.

Maintaining the resources of air, water and
productive soil, minimising pollution levels.

Will the policy/option contribute to minimising air
pollution from all sources?

Will the policy/option promote water efficient
design?

Will the policy/option protect and improve water
quality in the Borough'’s rivers and waterways?

Will the policy/option result in the loss of high
quality agricultural soils?

m Air
= Soil

m  Water

12.

Minimising North Warwickshire’s contribution to
the causes of climate change whilst
implementing a managed response to its
unavoidable impacts.

Will the policy/option promote design which will
help to mitigate the effects of climate change (for
example through appropriate building orientation
and appropriate incorporation of SuDS)?

Will the policy/option support/enable the
mitigation and/or adaptation measures needed to
address climate change impacts on the natural
environment?

Will the policy/option limit the amount of
development in areas of high flood risk and
areas which may increase flood risk elsewhere,
taking into account the impacts of climate
change?

Will the policy/option promote the use of SuDS
and other flood resilient design?

B Climatic factors

13.

Reducing overall energy use through sustainable
design, increasing energy efficiency and

Will the policy/option encourage energy efficient
design?

B Climatic factors
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SA objectives

increasing the proportion of energy generated
from renewable sources.

Decision aiding questions

B Will the policy/option encourage the generation

and use of clean, low carbon, decentralised and
renewable electricity and heat?

SEA topics

Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report
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14.

Using natural resources efficiently.

Will the policy/option promote the re-use of
previously development land?

Will the policy/option avoid the sterilisation of
mineral resources?

B Material assets

15.

Increasing use of public transport, cycling and
walking and reducing use of the private car.

Will the policy/option reduce reliance on private
vehicles?

Will the policy/option improve public transport
links to key facilities within the Borough?

Will the policy/option promote compact, mixed-
use development, which encourages walking and
cycling for short journeys?

Will the policy/option promote and facilitate the
use of electric cars?

= Air

16.

Encouraging and enabling waste minimisation,
reuse, recycling and recovery to divert resources
away from the waste stream.

Will the policy/option promote the achievement of
the waste hierarchy?

B Material assets

17.

Encouraging local sourcing of goods and
materials.

Will the policy encourage the use of locally
sourced goods and materials?

® Material assets

18.

Creation of a modern, healthy and diverse
economy which is able to adapt to changes in
the wider economy while remaining relevant to
the needs of local people.

Will the policy/option allow for the delivery of land
and infrastructure to meet the Borough'’s
projected economic needs?

Will the policy/option support the prosperity and
diversification of the Borough’'s economy?

B Material assets
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SA objectives Decision aiding questions SEA topics

B Will the policy/option support the vitality and
viability of town, district and local centres?

m Wil the policy/option lead to an adequate supply
of land and infrastructure to meet the Borough'’s
employment needs?

B Will the policy/option support opportunities for
the expansion and diversification of businesses?

19. Maintaining and enhancing employment m Wil the policy/option ensure good access to jobs | ® Material assets
opportunities and reducing the disparities arising including for those without access to a car?
from unequal access to jobs.

20. Ensuring that people of all ages are provided B Will the policy/option help maintain and increase | ® Material assets
with the opportunity to obtain the skills, levels of participation in education for all = Population
knowledge, confidence and understanding to members of local communities?

achieve their full potential m Wil the policy/option improve the provision of

education and training facilities?

B Will the policy/option improve access to and
involvement in higher education?

B Will the policy/option improve qualifications and
skills of young people and adults?

m Wil the policy/option help improve school
attendance levels?
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Chapter 5

5.1 In order to meet the requirements of the SEA Regulations, the views of the three statutory consultees
(Environment Agency, Historic England and Natural England) are being sought in relation to the scope and
level of detail to be included in the SA Report.

5.2 This SA Scoping Report is being published for consultation with the statutory bodies for six weeks
between December 2025 and January 2026. xxx and xxx

5.3 Consultees are in particular requested to consider the following:

Whether the scope of the SA is appropriate as set out considering the role of the North Warwickshire
Local Plan Review to help meet and manage North Warwickshire’s needs.

Whether there are any additional plans, policies or programmes that are relevant to the SA that should
be included.

Whether the baseline information provided is robust and comprehensive and provides a suitable
baseline for the SA of the Local Plan Review.

Whether there are any additional key sustainability issues relevant to the Local Plan Review that should
be included.

Whether the SA framework (Chapter 4) is appropriate and includes a suitable set of SA objectives for
assessing the effects of the options included within the Local Plan Review as well as reasonable
alternatives.

5.4 Responses from consultees will be reviewed and appropriate amendments made to the information
contained in the Scoping Report, including the baseline information, policy context and SA framework where
necessary.

5.5 As the Local Plan Review is drafted, it will be subject to SA using the SA framework presented in
Chapter 4. A full SA Report (incorporating the next stages of the SA process) will then be produced and
made available to other stakeholders and the general public for wider consultation alongside the emerging
Local Plan Review. This will include any amendments to the Scoping work arising from the consultation with
statutory bodies on this report.

LUC
December 2025
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Appendix A

A.1 European Directives have shaped SA, planning and environmental, social and economic regulation,
including Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plan and programmes on the
environment (the 'SEA Directive'). Following its departure from the European Union on 31st January 2020,
the UK entered a transition period which ended on 31st December 2020. After that date directly applicable
EU law no longer applies to the UK and the UK is free to repeal EU law that has been transposed into UK
law. As set out in the Explanatory Memorandum accompanying the Brexit amendments, the purpose of the
Brexit amendments to the SEA Regulations is to ensure that the law functions correctly now that the UK has
left the EU. No substantive changes are being made by this instrument to the way the SEA regime operates.

A.2 Relevant international plans and policy are transposed into national plans, policy and legislation and
these have been considered in the following sections.

A.3 There is an extensive range of national policies, plans and programmes that are of relevance to the SA
process. A pragmatic and proportionate approach has been taken with regards to the identification of key
national policies, plans and programmes, focusing on those that are of most relevance, which are set out
below:

Department for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities, 2025 Future Homes and Building Standards
(2024) - these standards set ambitious requirements for energy efficiency and heating for new homes
and non-domestic buildings. The standards are in line with the Government's 2050 net zero target and
will mean that no further work will be needed for new buildings to produce zero carbon emissions as the
electricity grid decarbonises. The key requirements are:

fabric efficiency;

low-carbon heating and hot water systems;
renewable energy readiness;

EV charging infrastructure; and

ventilation.

Defra, Agricultural Transition Plan 2021 to 2024, 2024 — aims to drive competitiveness, increase
productivity, reduce carbon emissions and generate fairer returns across the agricultural industry. The
plan introduces several new schemes to improve the environment, animal health and welfare and farm
resilience and productivity (e.g., grants will be available for sustainable farming practices, creating
habitats for nature recovery and making landscape-scale changes such as establishing new woodland
and other ecosystem services).
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Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF),
2023 73 — the NPPF is the overarching planning framework which provides national planning policy and
principles for the planning system in England. The new Labour Government is currently undertaking
consultation on a new version of the NPPF which will close on 24 September 2024. As the NPPF
updates are currently only at consultation stage and there may be further amendments in the final
version (due to be published in late 2024), this SA Scoping Report refers to the current NPPF. Later
stages of the SA will take into account any new versions of the NPPF at the relevant times.

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, National Planning Practice Guidance (PPG)
— sets out the Government’s planning policies for England and how these are expected to be applied
and is an online resource that is updated on a regular basis.

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, Levelling-up and Regeneration Act 2023 —
sets out the direction for planning and makes provisions to support the levelling-up agenda. It seeks to
streamline the planning process while attaching greater weight to development plans. It also aims to
improve infrastructure delivery with a new levy system, improve alignment between plans to address
cross-boundary issues, and will introduce added protection for heritage assets. The Act also states that
existing EU-generated systems of SEA, HRA and EIA will eventually be replaced by a simpler process
known as 'Environmental Outcomes Reports'.

HM Government, The Building Regulations etc. (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2023 — the
Building Regulations, including recent amendments, seek to protect people's safety, health and welfare,
in addition to setting standards for accessibility, water use, energy use and security in construction
amongst other things.

Homes England, Homes England Strategic Plan 2023-2028, 2023 — this 5-year plan spans financial
year 2023 to 2024 to financial year 2027 to 2028. It outlines Homes England’s mission, their strategic
objectives and what they are aiming to deliver and how they will measure performance.

The Plan for Drivers, 2023 — published under the 2022 to 2024 Sunak Conservative Government, this
document sets out how the Government will improve the experience of driving and services provided for
motorists. It focuses on five key issues and includes a list of actions that the Government will pursue
with local authorities and others to ensure drivers get a fair deal alongside other road users. The key
issues are:

smoother journeys;

stopping unfair enforcement;

easier parking;

cracking down on inconsiderate driving; and
helping the transition to zero emission driving.

Clean Energy Industries Sector Plan (2025) is the UK government’s strategic initiative, under the
Modern Industrial Strategy, to position the nation as a global leader in frontier clean energy
technologies by 2035. The Plan sets out an ambition to double investment across key clean energy
industries, such as wind (onshore, offshore, floating), nuclear fission, fusion, hydrogen, carbon capture,
usage and storage (CCUS), greenhouse gas removals, and heat pumps, to over £30 billion per year,
while continuing to support other vital technologies like solar, long-duration energy storage and
bioenergy. It aims to catalyse private sector engagement by deploying targeted public investment,
including more than £8.3 billion through Great British Energy and Great British Energy-Nuclear up to
2029 and a Clean Energy Supply Chain Fund, and by reducing barriers to investment, thereby providing
industry certainty and encouraging deployment and innovation.

* The Central Bedfordshire Local Plan was submitted to government on 30th April 2018. The NPPF has subsequently been revised in
July 2018 and was updated further in February 2019. However, the Local Plan is being examined under the version of the Framework
(NPPF March 2012) that was in place at the time of the submission of the Local Plan.
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The Hydrogen Update to the Market (2025) provides a detailed overview of the UK’s hydrogen sector
progress in the first half of 2025 and outlines forthcoming opportunities as part of the government’s
Clean Energy Superpower and Growth Missions. It reports substantial milestones, including the shortlist
of 27 projects advancing to Hydrogen Allocation Round 2 (HAR 2), with HAR 3 and HAR 4 scheduled
from 2026 and 2028 respectively; HAR 1 winners have begun construction, unlocking over 700 skilled
jobs across industrial regions. Significant investment commitments include over £500 million allocated
toward developing the first regional hydrogen transport and storage network, aiming for operation by
2031, supported by a forthcoming Hydrogen to Power Business Model in 2026. The report highlights
plans to abolish Climate Change Levy charges on electricity used in hydrogen electrolysis, regulatory
and sector development initiatives, including skills and infrastructure planning, and signals the intent to
publish a comprehensive UK Hydrogen Strategy in autumn 2025.

The Onshore Wind Strategy (2025) presents the country’s first dedicated strategy to accelerate onshore
wind deployment as a key component of its Clean Power 2030 mission. The strategy sets a target of
deploying 27-29 GW of onshore wind capacity across Great Britain by 2030, significantly increasing
from existing capacity of over 16 GW, and backed by over 40 actions to tackle barriers such as planning
delays, aviation and defence conflicts, grid access, and community engagement. New measures
include the creation of an Onshore Wind Council to oversee implementation, potential expansion of the
Clean Industry Bonus to support UK-based supply chains, workforce and skills development initiatives,
and a programme to repower ageing turbines while smoothing the consenting and survey process for
new projects. The strategy also outlines mechanisms to ensure community benefit through up to

£70 million annually (£5,000 per MW) in local investment, while projecting creation of up to 45,000
direct and indirect jobs by 2030. The overarching aim is to deliver affordable, home grown renewable
energy, reduce reliance on volatile gas markets, and bolster energy security through rapid onshore wind
expansion.

Infrastructure: A 10 Year Strategy (2025) sets out an integrated plan to transform economic, housing
and social infrastructure over the next decade. It commits to at least £725 billion in public investment,
supplemented by private financing via carefully targeted public-private partnership models and a new
National Wealth Fund. The strategy introduces multiyear capital budgets (initially five-year, reviewed
biennially) and establishes the National Infrastructure and Service Transformation Authority (NISTA) to
unify planning, improve project delivery, assure major schemes, and coordinate a transparent
Infrastructure Pipeline launched in July 2025. It aims to boost growth, align infrastructure with
government missions, including housing, clean energy, public services and net zero, reduce planning
delays, build institutional capacity, support supply chains and skills development, and provide stability
and clarity to investors.

The UK’s Modern Industrial Strategy (2025) outlines a 10 year plan to boost business investment and
elevate the UK’s performance in eight designated growth driving sectors: advanced manufacturing;
clean energy industries; creative industries; defence; digital and technologies; financial services; life
sciences; and professional & business services. The strategy aims to provide long term stability and
certainty to encourage both domestic and international investment, through sector plans, streamlined
regulation, enhanced access to finance, including via the National Wealth Fund and British Business
Bank, and by accelerating grid connections and infrastructure delivery. It includes regional and place-
based initiatives, with targeted support for city regions, industrial clusters and Industrial Strategy Zones
to drive inclusive growth across the UK. The strategy is also supported by a robust monitoring
framework overseen by a newly established Industrial Strategy Advisory Council, and embeds
vocabulary around long-termism, pro-business engagement, competition policy, skills development and
innovation.

The National Framework for Water Resources 2025: Water for Growth, Nature and a Resilient Future
(2025) provides a strategic blueprint for managing England’s long-term water needs. It emphasises the
twin imperatives of securing resilient water supplies to support housing, energy, food production,
economic growth, and a thriving natural environment, while safeguarding ecosystems through
sustainable abstraction and nature-based solutions. The Framework projects significant pressures on
water resources driven by climate change, population growth, and emerging industrial demands,

LUC I A-3



Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report

forecasting a shortfall of up to 5 billion litres per day by 2055. It calls for integrated, multi-sector
planning across national, regional, and local levels, combining demand management (such as leakage
reduction and efficiency improvements) with development of new infrastructure and environmental
enhancements.

The Clean Power 2030 Action Plan (2024) aims to secure a fully clean electricity system by 2030,
enhancing energy security, reducing fossil fuel reliance, and cutting emissions. It focuses on expanding
renewables, improving grid infrastructure, accelerating planning, and fostering investment through
Great British Energy. Flexible energy solutions like battery storage and hydrogen aim to support
stability, while regulatory reforms aim to lower consumer bills. With £40 billion in annual investment, the
plan aims to drive economic growth, job creation, and long-term sustainability, as well as position the
UK as a leader in renewable energy and advancing the net-zero transition.

The Policy Statement on Onshore Wind (2024) outlines a commitment to double onshore wind energy
capacity by 2030. To achieve this, the policy removes previous planning restrictions specific to onshore
wind projects in England, placing them on equal footing with other energy developments within the
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). This change aims to boost Britain's energy independence,
reduce energy bills, support high-skilled jobs, and address the climate crisis. The government also
plans to consult on incorporating large onshore wind proposals into the Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Project regime to expedite their approval process.

Met Office, State of the UK Climate (2024) — the tenth in the annual series of reports that provide a
summary of the UK weather and climate through the calendar year 2023, alongside the historical
context for a number of essential climate variables. It provides an accessible, authoritative and up-to-
date assessment of UK climate trends, variations and extremes based on the most up to date
observational datasets of climate quality.

Planning Policy for Traveller Sites (2024) outlines objectives to ensure fair treatment of Gypsies,
Travellers and Travelling Showpeople while respecting the interests of the settled community. Local
planning authorities are encouraged to assess and address the need for Gypsy, Traveller and
Travelling Showperson sites collaboratively, developing fair strategies and identifying appropriate land.
The policy emphasises protecting the Green Belt from inappropriate development, promoting private
site provision, and reducing unauthorised developments through effective planning and enforcement.
This policy should be read alongside the National Planning Policy Framework to guide local authorities
in plan-making and decision-taking regarding Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showperson sites.

The Policy Statement on New Towns (2024) outlines a strategic vision to stimulate economic growth
and enhance living standards by constructing 1.5 million new homes during the current parliamentary
term. Central to this initiative is the development of large-scale communities, each comprising at least
10,000 homes, through both standalone new towns on greenfield sites and significant urban extensions
or regeneration projects. These developments aim to address housing demand, alleviate constraints in
existing urban areas, and align with national infrastructure plans. To ensure these new towns are well-
connected, sustainable, and desirable places to live, the government has introduced a 'New Towns
Code' mandating high standards of design and infrastructure, with a target of 40% affordable housing,
focusing on social rented homes. An independent New Towns Taskforce, chaired by Sir Michael Lyons,
has been established to advise on suitable locations for these developments, with a final shortlist
expected within 12 months.

The Plan for Change (2024) outlines the UK Government’s framework for long-term policy delivery
across five priority areas: economic growth, healthcare, public safety, opportunity, and clean energy. It
sets out specific targets within this Parliament, underpinned by aims to ensure economic stability,
reform public services, and implement a more mission-focused approach to governance.

The Climate and Nature Bill (2024) is a proposed piece of legislation aimed at addressing the climate
and ecological crises by setting legally binding targets to limit global heating and restore nature. It seeks
to ensure that the UK does its fair share in reducing greenhouse gas emissions in line with the most up-
to-date science, aiming to keep global temperature rises below 1.5°C. The bill also emphasises
protecting and restoring biodiversity, requiring the government to develop and implement a strategy for
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nature recovery. A key aspect is the inclusion of a citizens’ assembly to guide decision-making,
ensuring public involvement in shaping climate and nature policies. The bill proposes stricter
accountability measures, obliging the government to take action beyond existing net-zero commitments
and biodiversity targets. It has gained support from environmental groups, scientists, and some MPs,
though it has not yet been passed into law.

The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, Levelling Up and Regeneration Act (2023)
sets out the direction for planning and makes provisions to support the levelling-up agenda. It seeks to
streamline the planning process whilst attaching greater weight to development plans. It also aims to
improve infrastructure delivery with a new levy system, improve alignment between plans to address
cross-boundary issues, and will introduce added protection for heritage assets. The Act also states that
existing EU-generated systems of SEA, HRA and EIA will eventually be replaced by a simpler process
known as ‘Environmental Outcomes Reports’.

Department for Energy Security and Net Zero, The Carbon Budget Delivery Plan, 2023 — details the
government's approach to meeting its legally-binding climate goals with a mix of quantified and
unquantified proposals and policies, along with their timelines and delivery risks. It addresses wider
issues related to carbon budgets, the contribution to sustainable development and the impact on
various economic sectors.

The National Adaptation Programme and the Fourth Strategy for Climate Adaptation Reporting (2023)
sets out a series of actions for the following sectors over a 5-year period:

Infrastructure - new commitments on resilience standards, investment in water quality and a new
transport adaptation strategy

Nature environment - Local Nature Recovery Strategies, incorporate climate change adaptation into
the design of Environmental Land Management schemes and Nature Recovery Projects

Health, communities and the built environment - investment in flood and coastal erosion schemes,
Adverse Weather & Health Plan, update the National Planning Policy Framework to support both
adaptation and mitigation efforts and provide local climate projections

Business and industry - Green Finance Strategy 2023, new strategy on supply chains and imports
and survey business readiness for climate impacts.

Department for Energy Security and Net Zero, Powering up Britain, 2023 — a collection of policy
documents outlining the department’s approach to energy security and achieving net zero. It focuses on
four key areas: decarbonising electricity generation, improving energy efficiency, electrifying transport
and developing low-carbon heating.

Department for Energy Security and Net Zero, The Energy Security Plan, 2023 — outlines government
steps to enhance the UK's energy system resilience amid current geopolitical challenges. Key
commitments include improving gas security through storage and flexibility, delivering energy efficiency
upgrades via the Great British Insulation Scheme, extending the Boiler Upgrade Scheme to 2028 and
establishing Great British Nuclear for new nuclear projects. The plan also includes selecting Small
Modular Reactor technologies, investing £160 million in Floating Offshore Wind Manufacturing,
reducing transmission network development times, accelerating electricity network connections,
expanding carbon capture projects, advancing hydrogen production and revising energy policy
statements to expedite planning processes.

Department for Energy Security and Net Zero, The Net Zero Growth Plan, 2023 — outlines the UK
Government’s strategy to achieve net zero and capitalise on financial benefits. Key commitments
include publishing an addendum to the Resources and Waste Strategy to reduce biodegradable waste
in landfills, responding to a revised Waste Prevention Programme, providing up to £20 billion for early
CCUS deployment and consulting on a Zero Emission Vehicle mandate. Other measures include
introducing heat network regulations, funding decarbonisation skills, integrating greenhouse gas
removals into the Emissions Trading Scheme and publishing the Biomass Strategy to support BECCS.
The plan also focuses on supporting high integrity voluntary markets and preventing greenwashing.
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Homes England, Strategic Plan 2023 to 2028, 2023 — provides five interconnected strategic objectives
to level up communities across England. These strategic objectives together seek the creation of
sustainable high-quality homes in well-designed places that reflect community priorities by taking an
inclusive and long-term approach.

Defra, Environmental Improvement Plan 2023 — builds on the 25YEP vision with a new plan setting out
how the government will work with landowners, communities and businesses to deliver ten goals for
improving the environment, matched with interim targets to measure progress. The overarching goal of
the plan is to improve nature which will be achieved by improving environmental quality, use of
resources, mitigation of climate change, biosecurity and beauty of nature.

Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, Anti-Social Behaviour Action Plan, 2023 — sets
out a new approach to working with local agencies to tackle anti-social behaviour across England and
Wales. The plan intends to change laws and systems to take a zero-tolerance approach and give the
police and other agencies the tools they need to discourage anti-social behaviour.

Natural England, Green Infrastructure Framework, 2023 — helps local planning authorities and
developers meet requirements in the National Planning Policy Framework to consider Gl in local plans
and in new development. It can support better planning for good quality Gl and help to target the
creation or improvement of Gl, particularly where existing provision is poorest.

Defra, The Woodland Access Implementation Plan, 2023 — extends the goals of the England Trees
Action Plan (ETAP) by enhancing connections between people and woodland. It focuses on increasing
and sustaining access to woodlands by funding through current land management schemes, providing
guidance to encourage best practices among landowners and managers, improving public access
information, promoting the Countryside Code and safeguarding and enhancing existing access rights.

Department for Transport, Future of Transport: supporting rural transport innovation, 2023 — shows how
innovative and emerging transport technologies could address some of the major challenges in rural
communities. It highlights the importance of transport to everyday life rural life and provides guiding
principles for the introduction of new technologies and services.

Defra, Air quality strategy for England, 2023 — sets out local authorities’ powers and responsibilities as
well as the actions that Defra expects local authorities to take in support of the governments long-term
air quality goals, including new PM2.5 targets.

Defra, Plan for Water: Our Integrated Plan for Delivering Clean and Plentiful Water, 2023 — sets out
actions to transform the management of the water system, deliver cleaner water for nature and people
and secure a plentiful water supply. The plan also sets out measures to address sources of pollution
and boost water supplies through more investment, tighter regulation and more effective enforcement.

HM Government, The National Adaptation Programme and the Fourth Strategy for Climate Adaptation
Reporting, 2023 — details a set of actions spanning five years across key sectors. These include
enhancing infrastructure resilience with new standards and transport strategies, integrating climate
adaptation into environmental schemes and nature recovery projects, investing in flood and coastal
erosion schemes and updating planning policies for local climate projections. Additionally, it focuses on
developing green finance strategies, enhancing supply chain resilience and assessing business
readiness for climate impacts. Internationally, it aims to bolster resilience in vulnerable communities and
drive global consensus on climate adaptation efforts.

Defra, The Waste Prevention Programme for England: Maximising Resources, Minimising Waste, 2023
— outlines the government's strategy to manage resources and waste in alignment with the England
Resources and Waste Strategy. It focuses on transitioning to a circular economy by maximising the
longevity and value of goods through increased reuse, repair and remanufacturing efforts.

Department for Energy Security and Net Zero, Biomass Strategy, 2023 — builds on previous policies,
highlighting biomass's role in achieving a fully decarbonised UK power system by 2035. It outlines
government plans to enhance biomass sustainability and expand its use across various sectors to
support the UK’s net zero target. The strategy includes implementing a cross-sectoral sustainability
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framework, monitoring biomass supply levels and ensuring an uninterrupted supply despite increasing
demand. Prioritising sustainable use, it promotes bioenergy with carbon capture and storage (BECCS)
to produce low-carbon energy and capture COs-.

Historic England, Corporate Plan 2022-2026, 2023 — contains the action plan which sets out how the
aims of the Corporate Plan will be delivered. The plan includes priorities to demonstrate how Historic
England will continue to work towards delivering the heritage sector’s priorities for the historic
environment.

Ministry of Defence, The Defence Operational Energy Strategy, 2023 — outlines the Ministry of
Defence's response to the global energy transition, aiming to revolutionise its approach to operational
energy management. The strategy focuses on achieving operational advantage by optimising energy
decisions, promoting coherence across operations and enhancing organisational agility. It seeks to
foster a cultural shift towards more efficient and effective energy use within the MOD.

Department for Energy Security and Net Zero, Net zero government emissions: UK roadmap, 2023 — as
part of the Net Zero Government Initiative outlines the journey to central government net zero
emissions. It covers the policies and interim targets around government buildings and transport,
procurement and skills.

Department for Education, Sustainability and Climate Change Strategy, 2022 — outlines the Department
for Education's vision for the UK to lead globally in education sector sustainability and climate action by
2030. It focuses on four strategic aims for England: achieving excellence in education and skills for a
changing world, transitioning to net zero emissions, building resilience to climate change impacts and
creating a healthier environment for future generations.

Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy and Prime Minister's Office, 10 Downing Street,
The British energy security strategy, 2022 — outlines plans to enhance energy security by expanding
wind, nuclear, solar and hydrogen and supporting domestic oil and gas production. Building on the
Prime Minister’'s green industrial revolution and net zero strategy, it aims for 95% low-carbon electricity
by 2030, creating over 40,000 new clean energy jobs. The strategy includes accelerating nuclear, wind
(targeting 50GW by 2030), solar and hydrogen expansion, reducing planning approval times, launching
a new North Sea oil and gas licensing round and consulting on onshore wind partnerships with
communities. Additionally, a £30 million Heat Pump Investment Accelerator Competition aims to boost
British heat pump manufacturing and reduce gas demand.

Defra, Establishing the Best Available Techniques for the UK (UK BAT), 2022 — introduces a framework
to improve industrial emissions and environmental protection. It includes a new governance structure
with an independent Standards Council, a Regulators Group from all UK nations and a UK Air Quality
Governance Group.

Environment Agency, Working with Nature, 2022 — discusses the importance of nature in providing
ecosystem services and presents recent and historical trends in biodiversity.

Defra, The Nature Recovery Network, 2022 — a commitment in the government’s Environmental
Improvement Plan. Defra and Natural England are bringing together partners, policies and funding to
strengthen and grow a national Nature Recovery Network in England.

Secretary for Transport, The Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy Report to Parliament, 2022 —
sets out the objectives and financial resources for cycling and walking infrastructure. It states the
Government’s long-term ambition is to make walking and cycling the natural choices for shorter
journeys. It aims to double cycling by 2025, increase walking activity, increase the percentage of
children that usually walk to school and reduce the number of cyclists killed or seriously injured on
England’s roads.

Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, A fairer private rented sector White Paper,
2022 — aims to build on the Levelling Up White Paper's vision by reforming the Private Rented Sector to
improve housing quality. It emphasises that everyone deserves a secure and decent home and outlines
measures to enhance the renting experience in this sector.
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HM Government, The UK Climate Change Risk Assessment, 2022 — identifies eight urgent priority
areas requiring further action in the coming years. These include protecting terrestrial and freshwater
habitats and species, ensuring soil health amidst increased flooding and drought, preserving natural
carbon stores, safeguarding crops, livestock and commercial trees from climate hazards, securing food,
goods and services against supply chain disruptions, mitigating risks from power system failures,
addressing health and productivity impacts of heat exposure in buildings and managing risks posed by
climate change impacts abroad.

Department for Transport, The Future of Freight Plan, 2022 — aims to develop a freight and logistics
sector that is cost-efficient, reliable, resilient, environmentally sustainable and socially valued. It
addresses challenges and outlines objectives and actions across five priority areas: the National Freight
Network (NFN), transitioning to net zero emissions, planning strategies, developing skills and workforce
and enhancing data and technology utilisation.

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, National Design Guide, 2021 — sets out the
Government’s priorities for well-designed places in the form of ten characteristics: context, identity, built
form, movement, nature, public spaces, uses, homes and buildings, resources and lifespan.

Department of Health and Social Care, Build Back Better: Our Plan for Health and Social Care, 2021 —
outlines the government's strategy to address the NHS electives backlog and ensure its sustainability. It
details adult social care reforms in England, including a cap on care costs and financial assistance for
those without substantial assets. The plan also covers broader support for the social care system,
improvements in health and social care integration and the introduction of a new Health and Social
Care Levy.

Department of Health and Social Care, COVID-19 Mental Health and Wellbeing Recovery Action Plan,
2021 - outlines the Government's strategy to address the pandemic's mental health impacts during
2021 and 2022. Its objectives are to encourage the general population to manage their own mental
wellbeing, address key factors influencing mental health outcomes and support services in providing
specialist care.

Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, The UK Hydrogen Strategy, 2021 — sets out the
Government’s approach to developing a thriving low carbon hydrogen sector in the UK, with the
ambition for 5GW of capacity by 2030. The Strategy outlines the role of hydrogen in meeting net zero
targets, the existing opportunity within the UK, a strategic framework, a roadmap for the economy and
the UK Government’s commitments for a hydrogen economy.

Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, The Industrial Decarbonisation Strategy, 2021 —
supports decarbonising existing industries and fostering new low-carbon sectors to protect and create
skilled jobs in the UK, aligning with the Prime Minister's 10 Point Plan for a Green Industrial Revolution.
It aims to reduce emissions by two-thirds in 15 years, support 80,000 jobs over 30 years and produce
20 terawatt hours of low-carbon energy for industry by 2030. Key commitments include using carbon
pricing, establishing a policy framework for low-carbon alternatives, implementing new product
standards and ensuring the planning regime supports low-carbon infrastructure. Additionally, it aims for
3 megatons of CO2 capture annually by 2030, zero avoidable waste in heavy industries by 2050 and
significant energy cost savings and emission reductions for businesses.

Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, The Heat and Buildings Strategy, 2021 —
outlines the UK Government’s plan to drastically cut carbon emissions from homes and workplaces. It
sets clear goals for the 2020s, including reducing public sector building emissions by 75% and phasing
out new natural gas boilers after 2035. The strategy aims to expand the heat pump market, reduce
installation costs and ensure affordability by 2030. It also focuses on making new buildings net zero
ready from 2025, trialling hydrogen for heating, improving energy efficiency in fuel poor homes and
supporting low-income households with grants for home upgrades.

HM Government, The Energy Performance of Buildings Regulations, 2021 — seeks to improve the
energy efficiency of buildings, reducing their carbon emissions and lessening the impact of climate
change. The Regulations require the adoption of a standard methodology for calculating energy
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performance and minimum requirements for energy performance, reported through Energy
Performance Certificates and Display Energy Certificates.

Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, The Net Zero Strategy: Build Back Greener,
2021 — outlines policies for decarbonising all UK sectors to meet 2050 net zero targets. It details
strategies for adhering to carbon budgets and achieving a decarbonised economy, focusing on reducing
emissions in power, fuel supply and hydrogen, industry, heat and buildings, transport, natural gas and
waste. Additionally, it supports the transition through innovation, green investment, green jobs,
embedding net-zero in government, local climate action and international collaboration.

Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government, Flood risk and coastal change, 2021 —
provides guidance on how the planning process can assess, avoid, manage and mitigate the risks
associated with flooding and coastal change.

Bus Back Better, 2021 — published under the 2019 to 2022 Conservative government, this is a national
strategy that sets out the vision and opportunity to deliver better bus services for passengers across
England, through ambitious and far-reaching reform of how services are planned and delivered. The
strategy seeks to increase bus use by ensuring they are an attractive alternative to the car by
increasing their service frequency, making them faster and more reliable, ensuring they are affordable
and that they are comfortable and easy to use, in addition to being greener. In the strategy, the
Government states that they will support the introduction of at least 4,000 more zero emission buses.

HM Government, Build Back Better: Our Plan for Growth, 2021 — sets out a plan to ‘build back better’
tackling long-term problems to deliver growth that delivers high-quality jobs across the UK while
supporting the transition to net zero. This will build on three core pillars of growth: infrastructure, skills
and innovation.

Defra, England Trees Action Plan 2021 to 2024, 2021 — sets out the Government’s long-term vision for
trees, woodlands and forests in England. The plan provides a strategic framework for implementing the
Nature for Climate Fund for trees and woodland surrounding expanding and connecting, trees and
woodlands, including as part of the green economy, protecting and improving, connecting people and
knowledge and science. It outlines over 80 policy actions the government is taking over this Parliament
to help deliver this vision.

HM Government, The Environment Act 2021 — sets statutory targets for the recovery of the natural
world in four priority areas: air quality, biodiversity, water and resource efficiency and waste reduction.

Environment Agency, National Chalk Streams Strategy, 2021 — sets the future direction needed to
protect and enhance England’s chalk streams.

Defra, Waste Management Plan for England, 2021 — sets out the measures for England to work
towards a zero waste economy.

Department for Transport, Decarbonising Transport: A Better, Greener Britain, 2021 — outlines the UK
Government's plan to achieve carbon neutrality across the transport sector. Building on the 2020 report,
the Decarbonisation Transport Plan (DTP) commits to phasing out new diesel and petrol heavy goods
vehicles by 2040, alongside ending sales of polluting cars and vans by 2035 pending consultation. The
plan emphasises enhancing public transport, supporting active travel, achieving a net zero rail network
by 2050, zero domestic aviation emissions by 2040 and transitioning to green shipping.

Public Health England, Using the planning system to promote healthy weight environments 2020,
Addendum 2021 - provide a framework for local authorities to develop planning guidance that fosters
healthy weight environments based on local needs. The Addendum updates the guidance on planning
for healthier food environments, particularly regarding hot food takeaways and recommends actions
following changes to the Use Class Order in England from 1 September 2020.

HM Government, The Waste (Circular Economy) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 — amend legislation
to enhance waste prevention and management. They require justification for not separating waste for
reuse or recycling, limit incineration and landfilling to cases of best environmental outcome and specify
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requirements for waste management plans. Emphasising the circular economy, the regulations aim to
maximise the value of waste and its treatment efficiency for businesses.

Department for Transport, Decarbonising Transport: Setting the Challenge, 2020 — lays out the
foundational priorities for the Transport Decarbonisation Plan (TDP), released in July 2021. It details the
necessary actions by government, businesses and society to achieve substantial emissions reductions
across all transport modes, aligning with carbon budgets and aiming for net zero emissions by 2050.
Acknowledging existing strategies for individual transport modes, the document underscores the
imperative for a unified, cross-modal approach in order to accelerate and deepen emission reductions
throughout the entire transport sector.

Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, The Energy white paper: Powering our net zero
future, 2020 — builds on the Prime Minister's Ten Point Plan for a green industrial revolution. The white
paper addresses the transformation of the UKs energy system, promoting high-skilled jobs and clean,
resilient economic growth during its transition to net-zero emissions by 2050.

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, The Charter for Social Housing Residents:
Social Housing White Paper, 2020 — outlines the Government's actions to ensure social housing
residents are safe, heard, live in good quality homes and have access to redress when issues arise.

The Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management Policy Statement, 2020 — outlines the government's
goal to enhance national resilience against flood and coastal erosion risks, aiming to minimise harm to
people, the environment and the economy. It focuses on five key policy areas: upgrading and
expanding flood defences, improving water flow management, utilising natural systems to mitigate risks
and provide additional benefits, enhancing community preparedness and promoting resilient
environments through a catchment-based approach.

The Heritage Alliance, Heritage, 2020 — sets out the historic environment sector’s plan for its priorities
between 2015 and 2020.

UK Parliament, Agriculture Act 2020 — transforms how farmers and land managers in England will
receive public funding, prioritising "public goods" like improved air and water quality, biodiversity, soil
health, flood reduction and climate change resilience through the Environmental Land Management
Scheme. This initiative aligns with the government's 25 Year Environment Plan and aims to achieve net
zero emissions by 2050. The Act supports farmers by enhancing competitiveness, boosting productivity,
fostering technology adoption and ensuring fairer returns from the market.

Environment Agency, Meeting our future water needs: a national framework for water resources, 2020 —
explores England’s long term water needs, setting out the scale of action needed to ensure resilient
supplies and an improved water environment.

Department for Transport, Gear Change: A Bold Vision for Cycling and Walking, 2020 — sets out the
Government's vision and actions to transform the UK's transport system. The vision is "England will be
a great walking and cycling nation: Places will be truly walkable. A travel revolution in our streets, towns
and communities will have made cycling a mass form of transit. Cycling and walking will be the natural
first choice for many journeys with half of all journeys in towns and cities being cycled or walked by
2030." This vision is supported by four main themes:

Better streets for cycling and people.

Putting cycling and walking at the heart of transport, place-making, and health policy.
Empowering and encouraging local authorities.

Enabling people to cycle and be protected when they cycle.

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, Historic environment, 2019 — advises on
enhancing and conserving the historic environment through planning, decision-making, designation,
listed building consent processes and consultation.
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Green Belt, 2019 — provides advice on the role of the Green Belt in the planning system, removal of
land from the Green Belt and compensatory improvements.

Public Health England, PHE Strategy 2020-25, 2019 — identifies PHE’s priorities upon which to focus
over this five-year period to protect people and help people to live longer in good health.

HM Government, The Conservation of Habitats and Species (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019
— aims to safeguard biodiversity by preserving natural habitats and wild fauna and flora, including birds.
These regulations establish guidelines for their protection, management and sustainable use,
emphasising the avoidance, minimisation and reporting of adverse impacts on these habitats and
species.

Defra, Clean Air Strategy, 2019 — sets out the comprehensive action that is required from across all
parts of government and society to meet goals relating to ensuring cleaner air. This is to be
underpinned by new England-wide powers to control major sources of air pollution, in line with the risk
they pose to public health and the environment, plus new local powers to take action in areas with an
air pollution problem. The UK has set stringent targets to cut emissions by 2020 and 2030.

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, Air quality, 2019 — provides guidance on air
quality considerations planning needs to take into account.

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, Effective use of land, 2019 — provides
guidance on making effective use of land, including planning for higher density development.

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, Land affected by contamination, 2019 —
outlines guiding principles on how planning can deal with land affected by contamination.

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, Land stability, 2019 — sets out advice on how
to ensure that development is suitable to its ground condition and how to avoid risks caused by
unstable land or subsidence.

HM Government, The Flood and Water Management Act 2010 and The HM Government, Flood and
Water Regulations 2019 — sets out measures to ensure that risk from all sources of flooding is managed
more effectively. This includes incorporating greater resilience measures into the design of new
buildings; utilising the environment in order to reduce flooding; identifying areas suitable for inundation
and water storage to reduce the risk of flooding elsewhere; rolling back development in coastal areas to
avoid damage from flooding or coastal erosion; and creating sustainable drainage systems (SuDS).

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, Water supply, wastewater and water quality,
2019 — advises on how planning can ensure water quality and the delivery of adequate water and
wastewater infrastructure.

HM Government, The Environmental Noise Regulations, 2018 — addresses noise primarily from
transport, requiring regular noise mapping and action planning for road, rail, aviation noise and noise in
large urban areas. Noise Action Plans, based on these maps, identify areas with the highest noise
levels and suggest reduction measures. Major airports must also produce their own Noise Action Plans.
These regulations do not cover noise from domestic activities, workplaces, inside means of transport, or
military activities in military areas.

HM Government, UK Industrial Strategy: Building a Britain fit for the future, 2018 — lays down a vision
and foundations for a transformed economy. Areas including artificial intelligence and big data; clean
growth; the future of mobility; and meeting the needs of an ageing society are identified as the four
‘Grand Challenges’ of the future.

Defra, A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment, 2018 — sets out goals for
improving the environment over the next 25 years. It details how the Government will work with
communities and businesses to leave the environment in a better state than it is presently.

HM Government, Our Waste, Our Resources: A strategy for England, 2018 — aims to increase resource
productivity and eliminate avoidable waste by 2050. The Strategy sets out key targets which include: a
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50% recycling rate for household waste by 2020, a 75% recycling rate for packaging by 2030, 65%
recycling rate for municipal solid waste by 2035 and municipal waste to landfill 10% or less by 2035.

HM Government, The Water Supply (Water Quality) Regulations 2018 — focuses on the quality of water
for drinking, washing, cooking and food preparation and for food production. Their purpose is to protect
human health from the adverse effects of any contamination of water intended for human consumption

by ensuring it is wholesome and clean.

HM Government, The Road to Zero, 2018 - sets out new measures towards cleaner road transport,
aiming to put the UK at the forefront of the design and manufacturing of zero emission vehicles. It
explains how cleaner air, a better environment, zero emission vehicles and a strong, clean economy will
be achieved. One of the main aims of the document is for all new cars and vans to be effectively zero
emission by 2040.

Department for Digital, Culture Media and Sport, The Heritage Statement, 2017 — describes out how the
Government will support the heritage sector and help it to protect and care for our heritage and historic
environment, in order to maximise the economic and social impact of heritage and to ensure that
everyone can enjoy and benefit from it.

Department for Communities and Local Government, The Housing White Paper, 2017 (Fixing our
broken housing market) — outlines strategies to increase affordable housing and boost supply. It
focuses on planning for homes in suitable locations, promoting higher densities, protecting the Green
Belt and utilising brownfield and public land. It aims to accelerate home building by improving planning
speed, ensuring infrastructure and supporting quicker development. The White Paper also seeks to
diversify the market by supporting small builders, custom-builds and housing associations and to assist
people by supporting home ownership and providing affordable housing, including for the most
vulnerable.

HM Government, The Water Environment Regulations, 2017 — protects inland surface waters,
transitional waters, coastal waters and groundwater and outlines the associated river basin
management process.

Defra, The UK Plan for Tackling Roadside Nitrogen Dioxide Concentrations, 2017 — provides the
Government’s ambition and actions for delivering a better environment and cleaner air, including £1
billion investment in ultra-low emission vehicles (ULEVs), a £290 million National Productivity
Investment Fund, a £11 million Air Quality Grant Fund and £255 million Implementation Fund to help
local authorities to prepare Air Quality Action Plans and improve air quality, an £89 million Green Bus
Fund, £1.2 billion Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy and £100 million to help improve air quality
on the National road network.

Department for Transport, The Transport Investment Strategy, 2017 — outlines four objectives aimed at
improving the transport network: creating a reliable and less congested system that meets user needs,
boosting economic productivity and addressing local growth priorities, enhancing global
competitiveness to attract trade and investment and facilitating new housing development.

Highways England (now National Highways), Sustainable Development Strategy and Action Plan, 2017
— outlines the company's approach and priorities for sustainable development, aimed at communicating
with key stakeholders. It emphasises reducing the environmental impact of operations and fostering
long-term benefits for communities. The Action Plan details how Highways England/National Highways
will advance its Sustainable Development and Environment Strategies, implementing actions to achieve
sustainable development goals and enhance environmental protection and improvement efforts.

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, Brownfield land registers, 2017 — provides
guidance on the purpose, preparation, publication and reviewing of brownfield land registers.

Department for Energy Security and Net Zero and Department for Business, Energy & Industrial
Strategy, The Clean Growth Strategy, 2017 — sets out proposals for decarbonising all sectors of the UK
economy through the 2020s. It explains how the whole country can benefit from low carbon
opportunities, while meeting national and international commitments to tackle climate change.
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Infrastructure and Projects Authority, National Infrastructure Delivery Plan 2016-2021, 2016 — brings
together the government’s plans for economic infrastructure over the next 5 years with those to support
delivery of housing and social infrastructure.

Environment Agency, Managing Water Abstraction, 2016 — is the overarching document for managing
water resources in England and Wales and links together the abstraction licensing strategies.

HM Government, The Nitrate Pollution Prevention Regulations 2016 — designate nitrate vulnerable
zones and enforce limits on nitrogen application from organic manure annually. They detail nitrogen
application on crops, methods, locations, timing of nitrogen fertiliser spreading and storage
requirements. The regulations also set closed periods for prohibiting nitrogen fertiliser spreading.

HM Government, The Environmental Permitting Regulations 2016 — streamline the legislative system
for industrial and waste installations into a single permitting structure for those activities which have the
potential to cause harm to human health or the environment. They set out how to prevent or, where that
is not practicable, to reduce emissions into air, water and land and to prevent the generation of waste,
in order to achieve a high level of protection of the environment and human health.

HM Government, The Air Quality Standards Regulations 2016 — set out limits on concentrations of
outdoor air pollutants that impact public health, most notably particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5) and
nitrogen dioxide (NOz). It also sets out the procedure and requirements for the designation of Air Quality
Management Areas (AQMAs).

Department for Communities and Local Government, Technical Housing Standards: Nationally
Described Space Standard, 2015 — sets out the Government’s new nationally described space
standard. The standard deals with internal space within new dwellings and sets out requirements for the
Gross Internal (floor) Area of new dwellings at a defined level of occupancy, as well as floor areas and
dimensions for key parts of the home.

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, Planning Policy for Traveller Sites, 2015 — to
be read in conjunction with the NPPF, this policy document sets out the Government’s planning policy
for Traveller sites to ensure fair and equal treatment for Travellers.

Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government, Renewable and low carbon energy, 2015 —
outlines guidance for developing a strategy for renewable and low carbon energy and particular
planning considerations for hydropower, solar technology, solar farms and wind turbines.

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, National Planning Policy for Waste (NPPW),
2014 — sets out a number of key planning objectives. It also requires that local planning authorities help
deliver sustainable development through measures including driving waste management up the waste
hierarchy; ensuring that waste management is considered alongside other spatial planning concerns;
and providing a framework in which communities can take more responsibility for their own waste.

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, Minerals, 2014 — outlines guidance for
planning for mineral extraction in the plan-making and application process.

Defra, Biodiversity offsetting in England Green Paper, 2013 — sets out a framework for biodiversity
offsetting. Offsets are conservation activities designed to compensate for residual losses.

Department for Transport, Door to Door: A strategy for improving sustainable transport integration, 2013
— outlines key areas crucial for promoting greener transport choices. It emphasises the importance of
accurate, accessible and reliable information on transport options, affordable ticketing, seamless
connections between different modes and safe, comfortable transport facilities. The strategy integrates
behavioural change approaches to overcome barriers to sustainable transport use and collaborates with
stakeholders to enhance transport connectivity nationwide.

The Select Committee on Public Service and Demographic Change, "Ready for Ageing?", 2013 —
warns that society is unprepared for the ageing population. It states that while longer lives can be
beneficial, failure to address the implications could lead to serious crises. The report highlights the

LUC I A-13



Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report

shortage of specialist housing for older people and emphasises the need to plan for the housing needs
of both older and younger populations.

Defra, The Water White Paper, 2012 — provides the Government’s vision for the water sector including
proposals on protecting water resources and reforming the water supply industry. It outlines the
measures that will be taken to tackle issues such as poorly performing ecosystems and the combined
impacts of climate change and population growth on stressed water resources.

HM Government, National Policy Statement for Waste Water, 2012 — sets out Government policy for
the provision of major waste water infrastructure. The policy set out in this NPS is, for the most part,
intended to make existing policy and practice in consenting nationally significant waste water
infrastructure clearer and more transparent.

Department of Energy & Climate Change, The Energy Efficiency Strategy, 2012 — aims to realise the
wider energy efficiency potential that is available in the UK economy by maximising the potential of
existing dwellings by implementing 21st century energy management initiatives on 19th century homes.

Defra, Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife and ecosystem services, 2011 — guides
conservation efforts in England up to 2020 by requiring a national halt to biodiversity loss, supporting
healthy ecosystems and establishing ecological networks.

UK Government, The Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 2011 — require businesses to confirm
that they have applied the waste management hierarchy when transferring waste and include a
declaration to this effect on their waste transfer note or consignment note.

HM Government, The national flood and coastal erosion risk management strategy for England, 2011 —
provides a framework to mitigate flood and coastal erosion risks, outlining responsibilities for authorities
and communities. Its strategic goals include safeguarding people and property, promoting decision-
making at various levels (individual, community, local authority, river catchment, coastal area, national)
and delivering environmental, social and economic benefits aligned with sustainable development
principles.

HM Government, Healthy Lives, Healthy People: Our strategy for public health in England, 2010 —
outlines an approach to tackling public health challenges. It emphasises central government leadership
in protecting the population from health threats while empowering local leadership and fostering societal
responsibility to improve health and wellbeing. The strategy focuses on achieving key outcomes
through effective practices and transparency, utilising a new public health outcomes framework for
accountability. It reflects core governmental values by promoting healthy behaviours, enhancing
personal responsibility and creating environments conducive to healthy choices.

HM Government, Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2010 — an Act of Parliament to make new
provision for public access to the countryside.

HM Government, The Government’s Statement on the Historic Environment for England, 2010 — sets
out the Government’s vision for the historic environment. It calls for those who have the power to shape
the historic environment to recognise its value and to manage it in an intelligent manner in light of the
contribution that it can make to social, economic and cultural life. It includes reference to promoting the
role of the historic environment within the Government’s response to climate change and the wider
sustainable development agenda.

HM Government, The UK Low Carbon Transition Plan: National Strategy for Climate and Energy, 2009
— sets out a five-point plan to tackle climate change. The points are as follows: protecting the public
from immediate risk, preparing for the future, limiting the severity of future climate change through a
new international climate agreement, building a low carbon UK and supporting individuals, communities
and businesses to play their part.

HM Government, The UK Renewable Energy Strategy, 2009 — describes out the ways in which we will
tackle climate change by reducing our CO2 emissions through the generation of a renewable electricity,
heat and transport technologies.
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Defra, Safeguarding our Soils: A Strategy for England, 2009 — sets out how England’s soils will be
managed sustainably. It highlights those areas which Defra will prioritise and focus attention in tackling
degradation threats, including: better protection for agricultural soils; protecting and enhancing stores of
soil carbon; building the resilience of soils to a changing climate; preventing soil pollution; effective soil
protection during construction and dealing with contaminated land.

HM Government, Future Water: The Government’s Water Strategy for England, 2008 — sets out how
the Government wants the water sector to look by 2030, providing an outline of steps which need to be
taken to get there. These steps include improving the supply of water; agreeing on important new
infrastructure such as reservoirs; proposals to time limit abstraction licences; and reducing leakage. The
document also states that pollution to rivers will be tackled, while discharge from sewers will be
reduced.

HM Government, The Climate Change Act 2008 — sets targets for UK greenhouse gas emission
reductions of at least 80% by 2050 and CO2 emission reductions of at least 26% by 2015, against a
1990 baseline.

HM Government, Planning and Energy Act 2008 — enables local planning authorities to set
requirements for carbon reduction and renewable energy provision. It should be noted that while the
Housing Standards Review proposed to repeal some of these provisions, at the time of writing there
have been no amendments to the Planning and Energy Act.

Defra, England Biodiversity Strategy Climate Change Adaptation Principles, 2008 — sets out principles
to guide adaptation to climate change. The principles are: take practical action now, maintain and
increase ecological resilience, accommodate change, integrate action across all sectors and develop
knowledge and plan strategically. The precautionary principle underpins all of these.

Defra, The Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, 2007 — outlines
objectives and standards to enhance air quality. It introduces policies for addressing fine particles and
proposes new national measures to achieve health benefits and meet strategy objectives. Goals include
ongoing and long-term air quality improvement to enhance health, quality of life and environmental
conditions.

The Marmot Review, Fair Society, Healthy Lives, 2011 — investigated health inequalities in England,
highlighting the link between poor environments and poor health. A supplementary report emphasised
the connection between spatial planning and health. The Marmot Review 10 Years On 2020 revisits
this, noting that since 2010, life expectancy in England has stalled and regional disparities have grown.
It reports increasing mortality rates among those aged 45-49, rising child poverty, a housing crisis and
increased homelessness.

Defra, The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 — places a duty on public bodies to
conserve biodiversity.

HM Government, The Urban Waste Water Treatment Regulations 2003 — protects the environment
from the adverse effects of urban waste water discharges and certain industrial sectors, notably
domestic and industrial waste water. The regulations require the collection of waste water and specifies
how different types of waste water should be treated, disposed and reused.

HM Government, Environmental Protection Act 1990 — makes provision for the improved control of
pollution to the air, water and land by regulating the management of waste and the control of emissions.
Seeks to ensure that decisions pertaining to the environment are made in an integrated manner, in
collaboration with appropriate authorities, non-governmental organisations and other persons.

National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 — an Act of Parliament to make provision for
National Parks and the establishment of a National Parks Commission; to confer on the Nature
Conservancy and local authorities' powers for the establishment and maintenance of nature reserves;
to make further provision for the recording, creation, maintenance and improvement of public paths and
for securing access to open country.
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HM Government, Planning (Listed Buildings & Conservation Areas) Act 1990 — an Act of Parliament
that changed the laws for granting of planning permission for building works, with a particular focus on
listed buildings and conservation areas.

HM Government, Ancient Monuments & Archaeological Areas Act 1979 — a law passed by the UK
government to protect the archaeological heritage of England & Wales and Scotland. Under this Act,
the Secretary of State has a duty to compile and maintain a schedule of ancient monuments of national
importance, in order to help preserve them. It also creates criminal offences for unauthorised works to,
or damage of, these monuments.

HM Government, Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments Act 1953 — an Act of Parliament that
makes provision for the compilation of a register of gardens and other land (parks and gardens and
battlefields).

Defra and Environment Agency, Anglian River Basin District River Basin Management Plan, updated
2022 — provides a framework for protecting and enhancing the benefits provided by the water
environment. Key information like baseline classification of water bodies, statutory objectives for
protected areas, statutory objectives for water bodies and a summary programme of measures to
achieve statutory objectives is used to inform land-use planning.

England's Economic Heartland, Regional Transport Strategy, 2021 — the strategy sets out a policy
framework designed to harness the region's inherent strengths in order to deliver the vision "To support
sustainable growth and improve quality of life and wellbeing through a world-class decarbonised
transport system which harnesses the region's global expertise in technology and innovation to unlock
new opportunities for residents and businesses, in a way that benefits the UK as a whole". The
overarching aim of the strategy is to support sustainable economic growth with an ambition to achieve
net zero carbon emissions from transport by 2040, ten years ahead of the legal requirement of 2050.
The strategy sets out a five point plan of action:

"Focus on decarbonising our transport system by harnessing innovation and supporting solutions
which in themselves create green economic opportunities.

Promote investment in digital infrastructure as a means of improving connectivity.

Use the delivery of strategic public transport schemes — such as East West Rail, the
Cambridgeshire autonomous Metro and Milton Keynes Mass Rapid Transit — as the catalyst for a
shift towards lower carbon modes of travel.

Champion increased investment in active travel and shared transport to improve local connectivity
to ensure thar everyone can realise their potential.

Continue to ensure the needs of the freight and logistics sector are met while lowering its
environmental impact.”

Affinity Water, Final Water Resources Management Plan 2020 - 2080, 2020 — sets out the plan to
provide a reliable, resilient, efficient and affordable water supply to customers from 2020 to 2080, while
protecting the environment. The plan recognises the need to balance the amount of water available for
supply with the demand for water.

Thames Water, Water Resource Management Plan 2020-2100, 2020 — sets out a strategy for how a
secure and sustainable supply of water is to be provided for customers for the 80 years from 2020 to
2100.

Anglian Water, Water Resources Management Plan 2019, 2019 — identifies the water supply area and
forecasts water demand and supply over a 25-year period. The Plan further identifies preferred strategy
to demand management.
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