North Warwickshire

Borough Councill

Leader of the Council Phone: 01827 715341

Councillor David Wright . ~ Date: 9" March 2026
Email: davidwright@northwarks.gov.uk

Dear Resident,

| am writing to you to set out the decisions that North Warwickshire Borough Council have made regarding for
26/7 Council Tax and our budget for the coming financial year.

The Council for many years has very carefully managed its finances whilst facing the uncertainty of a review of
the system of Local Government funding. Whilst the Council will potentially face financial challenges in the
future, | am pleased to announce that we have been able to set a fair and ambitious budget for the coming year
whilst ensuring we have sufficient reserves to face the challenges ahead.

The main point to advise you is that North Warwickshire Borough Council has decided not to increase the
Council Tax for the coming year. We believe this is only the third time in the Council’'s 52-year history that
Council Tax has not increased and reflects the fact that we never forgot this is your money.

Whilst North Warwickshire Borough Council’s share of your overall Council Tax bill is only 10% so you may still
see your bill increase but | am pleased that we have frozen our share. Our portion of the Council Tax therefore
is still only around £242 per year per resident. We aim to provide good value for money and two thirds of
residents agreed with this in our most recent survey.

Despite this the Council also agreed to provide significant further investment in the services you as residents
tell us you value - including improving leisure services, cleaner streets, more community facilities and safer
communities. We have therefore announced the following investments to bring new and improved services to
the Borough:

. £27m to a new Leisure Centre in Atherstone with the planning application being submitted as | write.
Subject to permission being granted work on providing a new centre will start in the early summer. We
will continue to look at how leisure and recreation services can be improved in other areas of the Borough
building last year’'s work which included 10,000 sq.m of upgraded play areas with 43 new pieces of play
equipment, improvement to changing facilities in Mancetter and Ansley, upgrades to sporting facilities at
Boot Hill Grendon, Ansley Workshops and Atherstone Sports Club with over £500,000 of FA funding
secured and facilitating 403 football matches played on the Council’s facilities,

. Building on the success of our Pump Tracks at Ansley and Dordon, we are committing to providing 3
more pump tracks across the Borough,
. A further £250,000 over two years for additional street cleaning, £200,000 over two years to improve

the appearance of our shops in the Borough. There will also be funding for replacement public bins
to improve the appearance of our communities and keep them as clean and tidy as possible,

. We are investing in even more enforcement staff to investigate breaches of planning control and
environmental crimes such as fly tipping in respect of which we served 29 fixed penalty notices and
have 10 prosecutions that are going through the Court process currently, and

. Building on the success of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund which saw targeted grants distributed all
across the Borough in support of community facilities and projects, we have created the North
Warwickshire Shared Prosperity Fund providing £2m over two years for further community facilities
and projects.
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. Below is a summary the Council’s budget for 2026/27:

NORTH WARWICKSHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL

This is just a summary of the investments set out in the budget — please see our website for the full list and to
keep fully up-to-date on all our news and activities including the schemes mentioned above please download
our app, details of which can be found below.

Finally, | would like to draw your attention to the Government’s intention to reorganise all the Borough, District
and County Councils in Warwickshire into either one Council for all of the County or two Councils focussed on
the North and South of the County. The two unitary option is the option that this Council supports.

The Government is currently consulting on these options, and | would encourage all residents to
make their preference known so that the Government hear from North Warwickshire residents on
this important issue. The consultation can be found using the QR code, where you will also find
the case for both options and the report to Councillors setting out why two unitary Councils is our
preferred option.

As was the case last year, our investments and priorities aim to address the issues you raised in our most
recent survey. 88% of residents said they were satisfied with North Warwickshire as a place to live and 76% of
residents said they were satisfied with the way North Warwickshire Borough Council runs things, which is 20
percentage points higher than the national average. However, we are keen to continue to improve things as
much as we are able in the current circumstances.

We have set out an ambitious programme which is affordable and targeted at the things you value the most,
whilst ensuring there is no rise this year in the Council Tax that this Council charges.

Kind regards,

Councillor David Wright,
Leader of the Council

Did you know the Council has recently implemented an app for residents? You can
check your next bin collection days and switch on notifications to remind you to put
your bins out, check what items you can recycle and also keep up to date on all the
latest council news plus more. Scan the QR code to download.=>

If you would like to find out more about your Council, (scan this
QR code to sign up) for our free email subscription service.




