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1. What is the purpose of a Local Plan? 

 
A Local Plan is the key planning document guiding development in the borough - 
covering, for example, housing, jobs, infrastructure, environment and design. 
 
The purpose of this Draft Local Plan Review is to show the changes between the 
adopted Local Plan and the emerging plan.  It sets out the Vision, Policies and 
Proposals to guide future development and the use of land within the Borough.  It 
gives a degree of certainty to members of the public and developers as to where 
development is likely to take place and guides decision-makers on the most 
appropriate forms of development over the Plan period, which runs to 2045. 
 

2. Why do we need a Local Plan? 

 
The Government has a target of 1.5 million new homes over five years (the course of 
this parliament) and that equates to over 300,000 per annum.  The Government 
expects all local planning authorities to have an up to date Local Plan to assist 
providing these homes which is monitored and assessed as part of the ‘Housing 
Delivery Test’ assessed and published by Government. 
 
This Council has been set a target of over 7000 additional homes for the plan period 
which is 364 per annum. As developers have not built the homes on previous 
allocated site the council is vulnerable to speculative development on other sites 
there is only about 1 year (out of the 5 required by government) available land 
supply. There have been a number of planning applications which have been refused 
but allowed on appeal. 
 
There is a need to provide further employment land which includes both local and 
strategic (big) sites. 
 
We also have to undertake an up to date assessment of the needs for Gypsies and 

Travellers and identify suitable sites. 

 

The new plan will also factor in an up to date assessment of Green Belt which 

considers the purpose of the Green Belt in the context of the latest National Planning 

Policy Framework (2025) including the concept of ‘grey belt’. 

 

3. What is the current plan? 

 
The current plan is the North Warwickshire Local Plan which was adopted in 2021. 
 

4. Other development plan documents include: 

 
The Local Plan is only part of the development plan for the Borough.  The other 
documents are: 
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Neighbourhood Plans: 
Arley Neighbourhood Plan (Adopted December 2016 ) 
Hartshill Neighbourhood Plan (Adopted March 2017) 
Coleshill Neighbourhood Plan (Adopted June 2017) 
Austrey Neighbourhood Plan (Adopted June 2017) 
Mancetter Neighbourhood Plan (Adopted September 2017) 
Fillongley Neighbourhood Plan (Adopted August 2019) 
Water Orton Neighbourhood Plan (Adopted June 2022) 
Dordon Neighbourhood Plan (Adopted December 2023) 
Nether Whitacre Neighbourhood Plan (Adopted January 2024) 
Polesworth Neighbourhood Plan (Adopted June 2025) 

 
Other Plans: 

Warwickshire Minerals Local Plan (Adopted 2022) 
Warwickshire Waste Core Strategy adopted Local Plan (Adopted 2013) 

 
These are all considered, if relevant, to determine planning applications. 
 

5. Why are we reviewing the Local Plan? 

 
A Local Plan must be reviewed at least every 5 years.  Our adopted Local Plan 
therefore needs to be reviewed before September 2026.   
 
The Borough Council also does not have a five year housing supply which means 

that planning applications can be submitted on sites that are not allocated in a Local 

Plan and are more likely to receive permission. 

 

6. What time period will the new Local Plan cover? 

 
We’re preparing a new Local Plan to cover the plan period of 2025 to 2045. It will 
replace the existing adopted Local Plan.  
 

7. What have we previously consulted on? 

 
We held a formal consultation on the Local Plan through the Regulation 18 North 

Warwickshire Local Plan Review - Scope, Issues and Options (2025).  This ran 

between 28 November 2025 and 21 January 2026. 

 

8. What are we consulting on now? 

 
This is a further Regulation 18 consultation but this time we have shown the new or 
changes to policies we are proposing.  In addition, it shows the sites we are looking 
to allocate for housing and employment uses, in particular. 
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9. When will the consultation take place? 

 
We are formally consulting between 9th July and 19th August 2026.  It is a minimum 
of six weeks which is a legal requirement, as stipulated within the Town and Country 
Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. 
 

10. Where can I get further information or ask questions? 

 
Drop-in consultation events will be taking place throughout the Borough.  These will 
be advertised on the Council’s website and through social media. 
 
For further information, please email planningpolicy@northwarks.gov.uk and we will 
endeavour to respond. 
 

11. Deadline for comments 

 
Please ensure any comments are sent to planningpolicy@northwarks.gov.uk or to 
the Forward Planning Team at the Council Offices to arrive by 11:59 pm on 19th 
August.  It is extremely unlikely that any comments received after this date will be 
taken into consideration in preparing the next version of the Local Plan. 
 

12. Why must I get my comments in no later than the 19th August? 

 
The Local Plan is being reviewed under what is called the legacy system so using 
the “old” plan making system.  As a result, the Local Plan must be submitted to the 
Secretary of State by 31st December 2026.  To ensure a further version of the Local 
Plan Review can be consulted upon, and it can be taken through the Council 
processes the timeline must be adhered to. 
 

13. Will there be a further opportunity to make comments on the Local Plan 
Review? 

 
You will have further opportunity to comment on the Local Plan Review at Regulation 
19 stage for 6 weeks in October 2026, before the Local Plan is submitted to the 
Secretary of State for independent examination in December 2026.  Comments at 
this stage will be about the soundness and legal compliance of the Local Plan.  Any 
comments received at the Regulation 19 will accompany the submission to the 
Secretary of State. 
 

14. What other documents should I refer to? 

 
We have published a variety of other documents alongside the Regulation 18 
consultation including: 
 

• Play and Open Space Assessment 2025 

• Draft Sustainability Appraisal (LUC 2026) 

mailto:planningpolicy@northwarks.gov.uk
mailto:planningpolicy@northwarks.gov.uk
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• Draft Habitat Regulations Assessment (LUC 2026) 

• Landscape Character Assessment Stage 2 (LUC, in depth review of the 

• sites ongoing) 

• Draft Heritage Environmental Assessment (Being completed in house, work 

• ongoing) 

• Settlement Sustainability Appraisal (NWBC 2025) 

• Green Belt Stage 1 Study (LUC, 2026) 

• Landscape Character Assessment Stage 1 (LUC 2026) 

• Strategic Gaps Study (LUC, 2018) 

• HELAA (Housing and Employment Land Availability Assessment) (NWBC 
2026) 

• Coventry and Warwickshire HEDNA (iceni, 2022) 

• Gyspy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment (GTAA) (arc4, 2026) 

• West Midlands Strategic Employment Sites Study (MACE 2024) 

• Coventry and Warwickshire Alignment Paper (iceni, 2023) 

• Additional Coventry and Warwickshire Update (2025) 

• North Warwickshire Employment Sites Study (iceni, 2025) 

• Coventry and Warwickshire Sub-regional Water Cycle Study - Stage 1 Final 
Report (JBA Consulting, June 2024) 

• Flood Risk Assessment- SFRA Level 1 (2024) 

• Playing Pitch Strategy (2023) 

• Green Space Strategy (2024)  

• Warwickshire, Coventry & Solihull Sub-Regional Green Infrastructure Strategy 
(WCC, August 2024) 

 
These can be found on the consultation web page. 
 
In addition, we are also in the process of instructing a Viability Assessment, a Stage 
2 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment and an Affordable Housing Assessment. 

• Green Belt Stage 2 - review of the sites 

• Infrastructure Delivery Plan 

• Strategic Transport Assessment 

• Gaps Study Stage 1 Strategic Assessment  
 

15. Where are we in the production process for the Local Plan? 

 
The following table shows where we are in terms of the production of the Local Plan.   
 

Stage Date 

Regulation 18 – Scope, Issues and Options  November 2025 to January 2026 

Regulation 18 - Draft Local Plan July 2026 

Draft Submission (Regulation 19) Expected October 2026 

Submission December 2026 

Examination – includes hearing sessions From January 2027 

Modifications (if required) TBC 

Adoption By end of 2027 
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16. What happens next? 

 
After this consultation: 
 

• We’ll review feedback and finalise evidence 

• A Regulation 19 pre-submission version of the Local Plan will be prepared and 
published for consultation in late September/early October 2026 

• Submission of the Local Plan to the Secretary of State targeted for early 
December 2026 

• View the latest Local Development Scheme for more details on the 
programme and timescales. 

 
Following submission: 
 
A Local Plan Planning Inspector will be appointed to carry out an examination of the 
Local Plan on behalf of the Secretary of State. 
 
You will be entitled to participate during the Examination if you make a 
representation seeking a change to the Local Plan. 
 

17. How do I best draft my comments? 

 
Comments (“Representations”) need to be as clear, concise and targeted as possible.  
You will need to clearly identify the policy/proposal that you are commenting on, using 
the policy, paragraph number, site reference or map number contained within the Draft 
Local Plan.  Statements supported by evidence will be given considerably more 
weight, as opposed to a simple statement of your view or opinion.   
 
Things to consider for making an effective response include: 
 
What to Include: What NOT to Include: 

Provide evidence where possible – examples 
could include photographs, data, local 
knowledge, or policy documents.  

Personal opinions without evidence  

References to NPPF and Local Plan policies Comments unrelated to planning policy 

Clear and concise reasoning for suggested 
changes 

Objections without reasoning  

Alternative site proposals with justification  Duplicate submissions 

Infrastructure considerations (schools, roads, 
utilities, etc) 

Offensive or inappropriate language/ 
personal information  

Attachments with supporting documentation  

 
Please note: it is a requirement of the Local Plan process that comments can only be 
deemed legitimate (“duly made”) if they are received in a written format with a name 
and address supplied.  Comments made verbally or anonymously cannot be accepted.  
It is also important to appreciate that the NWBC is obliged to make all duly-made 
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representations available for public inspection on its website; these cannot be treated 
as confidential.  All information will fall within the Forward Planning Privacy Notice – 
https://www.northwarks.gov.uk/council-business-2/privacy-statement-notice/9.  The 
Council reserves the right not to publish or take into account any representations which 
it considers offensive or defamatory. 
 

18. I made comments on the Regulation 18 Local Plan Scope, Issues and 
Options consultation; do I need to comment again? 

 
You are encouraged to look at the wording within the Draft Local Plan and check if it 
deals with the comments, you made previously.  If they don’t deal with your issue, 
please say in your new response exactly how you would like the Local Plan to be 
altered to deal with your comments. 
 
Please note that comments made at this Regulation 18 consultation will not be sent 
on to the Inspector.  Only comments made to the next Regulation 19 consultation will 
be sent as the Inspector is not obliged to consider any previous comments.   
 

19. How do I submit my comments? 

 
You can make comments (Representations) on the Draft Local Plan by filling out the 
online representation form at www.northwarks.gov.uk/planningconsultations.  This is 
the preferred method as it will help with office administration. 
 
Alternatively, you can email a completed representation form to 
planningpolicy@northwarks.gov.uk; or by completing a Representation Form and 
posting it to the Forward Planning Team at the Council Offices. 
 
The Response Form is available electronically and in paper form. 

• The electronic version is available and can be downloaded from the Council’s 
website - www.northwarks.gov.uk/planningconsultations . 

• Paper copies of the form can be obtained from the Council offices, leisure 
centres and libraries, or by emailing planningpolicy@northwarks.gov.uk. 

 
Remember: the deadline for all comments is 11:59pm on 19th August 2026.  
Unfortunately, no comments received after this date will be accepted. 
 

20. Where can I see the documents? 

 
The Draft Local Plan and all of the background papers can be viewed online on the 
Borough Council’s website - www.northwarks.gov.uk/planningconsultations  
 
Please contact the Forward Planning Team if you wish to view the physical 
documents at the Council offices (South Street, Atherstone, CV9 1DE) in Atherstone.  
This can be arranged during normal office hours. 
 
In addition, a copy of the Regulation 18 Local Plan will be made available in each of 
the following libraries and sport centres. 

https://www.northwarks.gov.uk/council-business-2/privacy-statement-notice/9
http://www.northwarks.gov.uk/planningconsultations
mailto:planningpolicy@northwarks.gov.uk
http://www.northwarks.gov.uk/planningconsultations
mailto:planningpolicy@northwarks.gov.uk
http://www.northwarks.gov.uk/planningconsultations
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  Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

Atherstone 
Library & 
Information 
Centre 

Long Street 
Atherstone 

9.30 to 
4 pm 

9.30 to 
5 pm 

9.30 to 
5 pm 

Closed 9.30 to 4 
pm 

9.30 to 1 
pm 

Coleshill 
Library 

19A Parkfield 
Road Coleshill 

9.30 to 
12.30 

9.30 to 
12.30 
 
1.30 to 
5.30pm 

9.30 to 
12.30 

9.30 to 
12.30 
 
1.30 to 
5.30  

9.30 to 
12.30 

9.30 to 
12.30 

Dordon 
Library 

Roman Way 
Dordon 

9 to 
11am 

Closed Closed 10 to 
2pm 
 

Closed Closed 

Hartshill 
Library 

Holy Trinity 
Church, Church 
Road Hartshill 

Closed 10 to 
2pm 

Closed 12 to 
2pm 

10 to 12 
noon 

10 to 12 
noon 

Polesworth 
Library 

Bridge Street 
Polesworth 

Closed 9.30 to 
1pm 
 
2 to 
7pm 

Closed 9.30 to 
1pm 
 
2 to 
6pm 

9.30 to 
1pm 
 
2 to 6pm 

9.30 to 
1pm 
 

Water 
Orton 
Community 
Library 

Micklemeadow 
Coleshill Road 
Water Orton 

Closed Closed Closed Closed 10 to 
4.30pm 

10 to 12 
noon 

 
Coleshill Leisure Centre 
Opening hours:  

•  Monday - Friday:  6:30am - 10.00pm 

•  Saturdays:  9:00am - 6:00pm 

•  Sundays:  9.00am - 10:00pm 
Please note:  Reception is closed 45 minutes before the centre closes.  
 

Polesworth Sports Centre 
Opening hours:  

•  Monday - Thursday:  5.30pm - 10.00pm 

•  Saturdays:  Closed 

•  Sundays:  Closed 
Please note:  Reception is closed 45 minutes before the centre closes.  

 
 


