DEVELOPMENT SITE

PRE-SUBMISSION / PRE-APPLICATION

SUBMISSION AND
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PRE-COMMENCEMENT

COMMENCEMENT AND MONITORING

SELECTION

VALIDATION

WARWICKSHIRE BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN PROCESS CHART

Ensure ecological advice is incorporated into site selection and option preferences

Baseline ecological surveys
CIEEM surveys webpage

Apply the mitigation hierarchy at
site selection (avoid, minimise,
mitigate and compensate)

Use Statutory Biodiversity
Metric as early as possible

Ecology surveys and calculate pre-development biodiversity value using the

r appropriate Statutory Biodiversity Metric

]

Follow and evidence that the mitigation hierarchy has been taken

If required, select approach to
deliver off-site BNG in
accordance with local policy

!

Identify whether on-site measures meet >10% BNG requirement or whether off-site
BNG is also required

Arrange for bespoke
compensation for any l

irreplaceable habitats

At a minimum identify a
proposed site for off-site BNG
I

Set out proposed approach to delivering a >10% BNG including all statutory
Biodiversity Gain Information and necessary local requirements in the Defra BNG
Plan (minimum requirement sections 1 to 4.6)

Validation Checklist links

Rugby Borough Council

Nuneaton & Bedworth Borough Council
North Warwickshire Borough Council
Warwick District Council

Stratford District Council

Submit the Defra BNG plan (min. sections 1 to 4.6), completed Statutory Metric
and other validation requirements alongside application

<

Calculate post development biodiversity value (Statutory Biodiversity Metric) +—

Spatial Factors can be found
within the Warwickshire,
Coventry and Solihull Green
Infrastructure Strategy, the
Annex A: Ecosystems Trading
Protocol and associated maps.

WarksCC Ecology to support
with pre-app advice (where
required)
WarksCC pre-app webpage

» Wildlife / Ecological Surveys (as
required)

» Defra Biodiversity Net Gain Plan
(min. sections 1 to 4.6)

» Completed Biodiversity Metric
(Spreadsheet and PDF)

Developer selects preferred
approach to off-site provision
reflecting local policy and
Warwickshire Coventry and
Solihull Green Infrastructure
Strategy, the Annex A:
Ecosystems Trading Protocol

WarksCC confirms need for off-site

WarksCC confirms on-site BNG acceptable

Metric completed properly?

Pre and post calculations
acceptable?

Mitigation hierarchy followed?
Followed sequential approach and
adequately justified?

Align with LPA BNG Policies?
Strategic significance multiplier
applied and justified appropriately?
Clear strategy for securing off-site
gains (including phased
developments)?

Onsite Habitat Management &

Monitoring Plan (HMMP) is
appropriate and secured?

Developer begins process to secure on and off-site BNG

Off and on-site BNG secured

Developer submits final Defra Biodiversity Gain Plan to the LPA

Submission of a completed Biodiversity Net
Gain Plan and supporting documentation
(e.g. Statutory Metric detailing on-site and
off-site compensation):

ONSITE

* On-site HMMP (as required)

» Separate legal agreement to include
financial assurances is required to
secure 30 year habitat delivery.

OFFSITE

» BNG Purchase Certificate (or
equivalent) between developer and
biodiversity unit provider.

Commencement notice submitted to LPA

Any off-site habitat enhancement or creation works need to commence within
12 months of the discharge of pre-commencement conditions
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Off-site provider commences
management maintenance and
monitoring set out in HMMP

]

Off-site provider submits regular
monitoring reports to LPA/SES as
secured above

1

On-site BNG monitoring undertaken
as agreed in the HMMP

Developer submits regular
monitoring reports to LPA/SES as
secured above

!

LPA and WarksCC Ecology collate monitoring reports and report any failure to comply
leading to possible Enforcement Notices by the LPA

Developer
Local Planning
Authority

Warks County
Council Ecology

Off-site provider /
Responsible Body

Acknowledgment to Somerset Ecology Services


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statutory-biodiversity-metric-tools-and-guides
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Guide-to-Ecological-Surveys-and-Their-Purpose-Dec2017.pdf
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/greeninfrastructure
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/sdcecologypreapp
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statutory-biodiversity-metric-tools-and-guides
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/biodiversity-gain-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/biodiversity-gain-plan
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5813530037846016
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/downloads/download/1054/planning_application_validation_requirements_page
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/planning-building/the-application-process.cfm
https://www.northwarks.gov.uk/downloads/download/1260/development_control_-_planning_application_validation_requirements_downloads
https://www.rugby.gov.uk/w/validation-checklist-and-sustainability-checklist
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