North Warwickshire Borough Council

ALLOTMENTS POLICY STATEMENT FIRST REVISION – amendments to the text are underlined


This statement sets out a framework to enable North Warwickshire Borough Council to contribute to the delivery of the North Warwickshire Green Space Strategy key priorities SP017 to “support the establishment of a federation of allotments associations for North Warwickshire” and SP018 to “support the establishment of allotment associations to bring about the regeneration of underused sites or to establish new ones” and also to support improvements to the Authority’s established allotment sites.
In order to support the establishment of the North Warwickshire Allotment Federation, the Borough Council will:

	APS 01
	Promote the work of the Federation to encourage active membership from allotment groups, co-operation from landowners and use by members of the public seeking advice on allotment matters



	APS 02
	Enter into a service level agreement with the Federation for the delivery of activities and events to promote and support the sustainable development of allotment sites in North Warwickshire



	APS 03
	Provide funding to the Federation to support delivery of the service level agreement, subject to confirmation of the Council’s annual revenue programme




In order to support the establishment of allotment associations to bring about the regeneration of underused sites or to establish new ones, the Borough Council will:

	APS 04
	Provide advice and assistance to individuals and the community to encourage the formation of allotment associations and to ensure their proper constitution



	APS 05
	Work with town and parish councils to develop allotment sites within their control and to bring more allotment land back into use



	APS 06
	Support the development, where possible, of one new allotment site in each financial year through the provision of advice and in-kind assistance



	APS 07
	Provide direct funding to support the development of one new allotment site in each financial year, subject to confirmation of the Council’s annual revenue programme



	APS 08
	Allow the conversion of sites owned by the Borough Council to allotment use, subject to the requirements of the North Warwickshire Green Space Strategy and of the Council’s overall asset management programme and subject to any planning constraints



	APS 09
	Support the autonomy of allotment associations by leasing Borough Council owned allotment sites to them for self-management at a level of rent advised by the Council’s valuer, allowing for the first year to be rent free and the second to be at half cost

 

	APS 10
	Ensure that annual rent income received for allotment sites is used to support the Allotments Development Programme



	APS 11
	Consider the purchase of land for allotment use where there is a demonstrable need if this is consistent with the Council’s revenue, capital and asset management programmes





continues ………

	APS 12
	Assist groups seeking land for allotment use, where Borough Council owned land is not available, by funding any necessary land searches and providing advice to enable them to apply to external funding streams in order to buy and develop land



	APS 13
	Provide financial assistance to town and parish councils and to fully constituted allotment associations as match funding towards the direct purchase of land for allotment use, subject to confirmation of the Council’s annual revenue programme




In order to support improvements to its established allotment sites, the Borough Council will:

	APS 14
	Provide advice and assistance to established allotment groups that lease Borough Council sites to enable them to make improvements to those sites and to apply for external funding to advance such improvements 


	APS 15
	Provide direct funding to support improvements to the Borough Council’s established allotment sites, subject to Community and Environment Board approval, to confirmation of the availability of resources and to the priority need being established to fund projects to bring about the regeneration of underused sites or the  establishment of new sites
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