APPENDIX B  :  GLOSSARY OF TERMS
Appropriate person : defined in section 78A(9) as:

“any person who is an appropriate person, to bear responsibility for any thing which is to be done by way of remediation in any particular case.”

Aquifer : permeable rock that stores groundwater.

Charging notice : a notice placing a legal charge on land served by an enforcing authority to enable the authority to recover from the appropriate person any reasonable cost incurred by the authority in carrying out remediation.

Class A person : a person who is an appropriate person (that is, because he has caused or knowingly permitted a pollutant to be in, on or under the land).

Class B person : a person who is an appropriate person (that is, because he is the owner or occupier of the land in circumstances where no Class A person can be found with respect to a particular remediation action). 

Contaminant : a substance which is in, on or under the land and which has the potential to cause harm or to cause pollution of controlled waters.  
Contaminated land : defined as:

“any land which appears to the local authority in whose area it is situated to be in such a condition, by reason of substances in, on or under the land, that –

“(a)
significant harm is being caused or there is a significant possibility of such harm being caused, or;
“(b)
pollution of controlled waters is being, or is likely to be, caused.”

Or where harm is attributable to radioactivity, the definition of contaminated land is modified to:

“any land which appears to the Local Authority in whose area it is situated to be in such a condition, by reason of substances in, on or under the land, that

a) harm is being caused, or

b)
there is a significant possibility of such harm being caused”
Contaminated Land (England) Regulations 1999 : regulations (SI 1999[n]) made under Part IIA.

Controlled waters : defined by reference to Part III (section 104) of the Water Resources Act 1991;  this embraces territorial and coastal waters, inland fresh waters, and ground waters.

Enforcing authority : defined as:

(a)
in relation to a special site, the Environment Agency;
(b)
in relation to contaminated land other than a special site, the local authority in whose area the land is situated.

Flux box: An instrument for capturing and measuring the amount of gaseous material entering a confined space (similar to a box) over time.  Usually relating to gas escaping fro the ground surface.
Harm : defined as:

“harm to the health of living organisms or other interference with the ecological systems of which they form part and, in the case of man, includes harm to his property.”

Intrusive investigation : an investigation of land (for example by exploratory excavations) which involves actions going beyond simple visual inspection of the land, limited sampling or assessment of documentary information.  

Local authority : defined as meaning any unitary authority, district council, the Common Council of the City of London, the Sub-Treasurer of the Inner Temple and the Under-Treasurer of the Middle Temple.

Owner : defined as:

“a person (other than a mortgagee not in possession) who, whether in his own right or as trustee for any other person, is entitled to receive the rack rent of the land, or where the land is not let at a rack rent, would be so entitled if it were so let.”

Part IIA : Part IIA of the Environmental Protection Act 1990.

Pathway : one or more routes or means by, or through, which is a receptor:

(a)
is being exposed to, or affected by, a contaminant, or
(b)
could be so exposed or affected.  

Pollutant : a contaminant which forms part of a pollutant linkage.  

Pollutant linkage :  the relationship between a contaminant, a pathway and a receptor.  

Pollution of controlled waters : defined as:

“the entry into controlled waters of any poisonous, noxious or polluting matter or any solid waste matter.”

Ramsar site : a site protected under an international convention on protection of wetlands of international importance, especially as habitats for waterfowl, named after the city of Iran where the convention was signed.

Receptor : either:

(a)
a living organism, a group of living organisms, an ecological system or a piece of property which:

(i)
is in a category listed in Table A in Chapter A (of Part IIA of the Environmental Protection Act 1990) as a type of receptor, and
(ii)
is being, or could be, harmed, by a contaminant;  or

(b)
controlled waters which are being, or could be, polluted by a contaminant. 

Register : the public register maintained by the enforcing authority of particulars relating to contaminated land.

Remediation : defined as:

“(a)
the doing of anything for the purpose of assessing the condition of -

“(i)
the contaminated land in question:
“(ii)
any controlled waters affected by that land;  or
“(iii)
any land adjoining or adjacent to that land;

“(b)
the doing of any works, the carrying out of any operations or the taking of any steps in relation to any such land or waters for the purpose –

“(i)
of preventing or minimising, or remedying or mitigating the effects of any significant harm, or any pollution of controlled waters, by reason of which the contaminated land is such land;  or
“(ii)
of restoring the land or waters to their former state;  or

“(c)
the making of subsequent inspections from time to time for the purpose of keeping under review the condition of the land or waters.”

Remediation notice : defined as a notice specifying what an appropriate person is to do by way of remediation and the periods within which he is required to do each of the things so specified.

Remediation scheme : the complete set or sequence of remediation actions (referable to one or more significant pollutant linkages) to be carried out with respect to the relevant land or waters.  

Remediation statement : It is a statement prepared and published by the responsible person detailing the remediation actions which are being, have been, or are expected to be, done as well as the periods within which these things are being done.

Risk : the combination of:

(a)
the probability, or frequency, of occurrence of a defined hazard (for example, exposure to a property of a substance with the potential to cause harm);  and
(b)
the magnitude (including the seriousness) of the consequences. 

Significant harm : It means any harm which is determined to be significant in accordance with the statutory guidance in Chapter A (of the Environmental Protection Act 1990, Part IIA).  (That means one of the descriptions of types of harm in the second column of Table A of that Chapter).

Significant possibility of significant harm : A possibility of significant harm being caused which, is determined to be significant in accordance with the statutory guidance in Chapter A (of the Environmental Protection Act 1990, Part IIA).

Special Area for Conservation (SAC): Area protected under Article 3 of the EC Habitats Directive which is designed to protect habitat types and species identified in Annex I and II of the Directive (excluding birds).
Special Protection Area (SPA): Area protected in accordance with Article 4 of the EC Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds.  These sites are classified due to the presence of rare and vulnerable birds listed in Annex I to the Birds Directive and for regularly occurring migratory species.

Special site : defined as:

“any contaminated land –

“(a)
which has been designated as such a site;  and
“(b)
whose designation as such has not been terminated by the appropriate Agency.”

The effect of the designation of any contaminated land as a special site is that the Environment Agency, rather than the local authority, becomes the enforcing authority for the land.

SSSI : site of Special Scientific Interest

Substance : defined as:

“any natural or artificial substance, whether in solid or liquid form or in the form of a gas or vapour.”

